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HIGH CRIMES and MISDEMEANORS, + 


3 „„ 
WARREN HAS TIN GS, Es. 
N 
HAT the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company; 
: from a juſt ſenſe of the danger and odium incident to the ex- 


tenſion of their conqueſts in the Eaſt Indies, and from an experience 
ef the diſorders and corrupt practices, which intrigues and negocia- 
tions to bring about revolutions among the country powers had pro- 
duced, did poſitively and repeatedly direct their ſervants in Bengal 
hot to engage in any offenfive war whatſoever :==That the ſaid 
Court laid it down as an i variable maxim, which. ought ever to bt 
.. | maintained, that they were to avoid taking part in the political Schemes 
js of any of the country princes ; and did, in particular, order and di- 
rect, that they ſhould not engage with a certain Prince called Sujal 
ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, in any 
2 beyond certain limits in the ſaid orders ſpecially de- 
crided. - | ; 

BY That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, then Governor of Fort Wil- 
ham in Bengal, did, with other Members of the Council, declare. 
his clear underſtanding of the true intent and meaning of the ſaid _ 
poſitire and repeated orders and jinjunctions; did expreſs to the 
Court of Directors his approbation of the policy thereof; did de- 
clare, that he adopted the ſame with fincerity and ſatisfaction, and 
that he was to well aware of the ruinous tendency of all ſchemes of _ 
congueft, ever to adopt them, or ever to depart from the abſolute” lin 


of ſelf-defence, unleſs impelled to 4 by the moſt obvious e 
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of 


* 
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did guify to the Nabob of Oude the ſaid orders, and his obliga- 
tion g yield punctual obedience thereto; and did folemnly engage 


and promiſe to the Court of Directors, with the unanimous concur- 
rence of the whole Council, That no object or conſideration ſhould 
«© either tempt or compel him to paſs the political line, which 
«« they (the Directors) had laid down for his operations with the 
«« Vizier ;** aſſuring the Court of Directors, that he ! ſcarce faw 
% poſſible advantage, which could compenſate the hazard and 
, expence to be incurred by a contrary conduct: 
frequently repeat the ſame declarations, or declarations to the ſame 
effect, particularly in a letter to the Nabob himſelf, of the 22d of 
November, 1773, in the following words: The commands of 
% my ſuperiors are, as I have repeatedly informed you, peremp- 
“ tory, that I ſhall not ſuffer their arms to be carried beyond the 


line of their own boundaries, and thoſe of your Excellency their 


4 Ally.” h 
| "That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in direct contradiction to the 


faid orders, and to his own ſenſe of their propriety and coercive © 


authority, and in breach of his expreſs promiſes and engagements, 
did, in September, 1773, enter into a private engagement with the 
faid Nabob of Oude, who was the ſpecial object of the prohibition, 
to furniſh him, for a ſtipulated ſum of money, to be paid to'the 
Eaft India Company, with a body of troops, for the declared pur- 
poſe of thoroughly extirpating the nation of the Rohillas;“ 
a nation, from Wim the Company had never re@&ived, or pre- 
tended to receive, or apprehend, any injury whatſoever ; whoſe 
country, in the month of February, 1773, by an unanimous Reſo- 
lation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Council, was included 
in the line of defence againſt the Marattzs, and from whom the Na- 
bob never complained of an aggreſſion or act of hoſtility, nor pre- 
tended a diftin& cauſe of quarrel, other than the non-payment of a 
ſum of money in diſpute between him and that people. Mo 
That ſuppoſing the ſum of money in queſtion to have been ſtrictly 


due to the ſaid Nabob, by virtue of any engagement between him 


and the Rohilla Chiefs, the Eaſt India Company, or their repre- 


ſentatives, were not parties to that engagement, or guarantees 
& by any obligation whatever, to enforce the ex- 


thereof, nor bou 
ecution of it. | 
That, previous to the ſaid Warren Haſtings's entering into the 
eement or bargain aforeſaid, to extirpate the ſaid nation, he 
did not make, or cauſe to be made, a due enquiry into the validity 
of the ſole pretext uſed by the ſaid Nabob; nor did he give notice 
of the ſaid claims of debt to the nation of the Rohiilas, in order to 
receive an explanation on their part, of the matter in litigation, 
nor did he offer any mediation, nor propoſe, nor afford an oppor- 
tunity of propoſing, an agreement or ſubmiſſion, by which the 
calamities of war might be avoided; as, by the high ſtate in 
which the Eaſt India Company ſtood, as a Sovereign Power in the 
Eaft, and the honour and character it ought to maintain, as well 
as by the principles of equity and humanity, and by the true and 
obvious policy of uniting the power of the Mahometan Princes 


apaiuſt the Marattas, he was bound to do: That, inſtead of ſuch 


previous 
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previous enquiry, or tender of good offices, the ſaid Warren Haſts 
_ ings did — the ambition and ferocity of the Nabob of Qude, 
to the full completion of the inhuman end of the ſaid unjuſtifabie 
enterprize, by informing him, ** that it would be abſolutel/ neceſ- 


< ſary to perſevere in it until it ſhould be accompliſhed ;“ pretend- 


ing, that a fear of the Company's diſpleaſure was his motive for 
annexing the accompliſhment of the enterprize as a condition of his 
aſſiſtance, and aſſerting, that he could not hazard or anſwer for 
e the diſpleaſure of the Company, his maſters, if they ſhould, find: 
* — involved in a fruit/e/+ war, or in an expence for pro- 


4 ſecuting it;“ a pretence tending to the high diſhonour of the 


Eaſt India Company, as if the gain to be acquired was to reconcile 
that body to the breach of their own orders, pays all ſuch- 
enterprizes. And in order: further to involve the ſaid Nabob be- 
nd the power of retreating, he did, in the courſe of the proceed- 
ing, purpoſely put the ſaid Nabob under diſſiculties, in caſe he 
ſhould decline that war, and did oblige him to accept even the per- 
miſſion to relinquiſh the execution of this unjuſt project as a favour, + 
and to make conceſſions for it; thereby acting, as if the Company 
were principals. in the hoſtility; and employing for this purpoſe 
much double dealing, and divers unworthy artifices, to entangle 


and perplex the ſaid Nabob, but by means of which, he found 


himſelf (as he has entered it on Record) hampered and embarraſſed” 
in a particular manner. 8 8 
That the ſaid compact for offenſive alliance in favour of a great 


Prince, againſt a conſiderable nation, was not carried on by pro- 


Jets and counter - projects in writing; nor were the articles and 
conditions thereof formed into any regular written jiuſtrument, 
ſigned and ſealed by the parties; but the whole (both the negocia- 
tion and the compact of offenſive alliance againſt the Rohillas) was 
a mere verbal engagement, the purport and conventions whereof 
no where appeared, except in ſubſequent correſpondence, in which 
certain of the Articles, as they were ſtated by the ſeveral parties, 
did materially differ ;—a proceeding new and unprecedented, and | 
directly leading to mutual miſconſtruction, evaſion, and ill faith, 
and tending to encourage and protect every ſpecies of corrupt, 
clandeſtine practice: That, at the time when this private verbal 
be jo ap was made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings with the Nabob. 
0 


Oude, a public oſtenſible treaty was concluded by him with the _ 


{aid Nabob, in which there is no mention whatever of ſuch agree- 
ment, or reference whatever to it; in defence of which omiſſion, it 
is aſſerted by the faid Warren Haſtings, that the multiplication f 
Treaties weakens their efficacy, and therefore they ſhould be reſerved enly |. 


For very important and permanent obligations; notwithſtanding he had 


previouſly declared to the ſaid Nabob, * that the points, which he 
had propoſed, required much conſideration, and the previous ratiſi- 
cation of a formal agreement, before he could conſent to them.“ 
— That the whole of the ſaid verbal agreement. with the Nabob of 
Oude in his own perſon, without any aſſiſtance on his part, was 
carried on and concluded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings alone, with. , 
out any perſon who might. witneſs the ſame ; without the interven- 
tion even of an interpreter, though he confeſſes, that he ſpoke the 
bs Hindoſtan 
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Hindoſtan language imperfe2ly,- and although he had with him at 
that time and place, feveral perſons high in the Company's fervice 
and confidence ; namely, the Commander in Chief of their forces, 
two members of their Council, and the to the Council, 
who were not otherwiſe acquainted with the proceedings between 
him and the ſaid Nabob, than by ſuch communications as he 
thought fit to make to them, | | | 

That che object avowed by the faid Warren Haſtings, and the 


motives urged by him, for employing the Britiſh arms in the utter 


extirpation of the Rohilla nation, are ſtated by himſelf in the fol- 
lowing terms: The acquiſition of forty lacks of rupees to the 
Company, and of ſo much ſpecie added to the exhauſted curren- 
* cy of our Provinces ;—that it would give wealth to the Nabob of 
Oude, of which we ſhould Wee or that the ſaid Warren 
„ Haſtings ſhould always be ready to profe 

% probable acquiſition of wealth among his reaſons for taking up 
c arms . his »eighhours ; that it would eaſe the Company of 


4 "2 ou 


1 ſaved ſo much of their pay and expences.” 


That, in the private verbal agreement aforeſaid, for offenGive 


war, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſgreſs the bounds of the au- 


thority given him by his inſtructions from the Council of Fort Wil- 
liam, which had limited his powers to .ſuch compacts, as were 
- *< conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the Company's orders; which Coun- - 


cil he afterwards perſuaded, and with difficulty drew into an ac- 
quieſcence in what he had done, 


That the agreement, to the effect aforeſaid, was ſettled in the 
fad ſecret conferences, before the 1oth of. September 1773 ; but 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, concealing from the Court of Directors 


a matter of which it was his duty to afford them the earlieſt and 


fulleſt information, did, on the ſaid 1oth of September 1773, write 


to the Directors, and diſpatched his letter over land, giving them 
an account of the public treaty, but taking not the leaſt notice of 


his agreement for a mercenary war againſt the nation of the Ro- 
hilhs. 5 


That, in order to conceal the true purport of the ſaid clandeſtine 


agreement the more effectually, and until he ſhould find means of 

gaining over the reſt of the Council to a concurrence in his diſ- 
obedience of orders, he entered a minute in the Council Books, 
giving a falſe account of the tranſaction; in which minute he re- 
_ preſented, that the Nabob had indeed propo/ed the deſign aforeſaid, 
and that he (the ſaid Warren Haſtings) was pleaſed that be urged 
the ſcheme of this expedition no further ; when, in reality and _ 


he had abſolutely conſented to the ſaid enterprize, and had engaged 
to aſſiſt him in it (which he afterwards admitted) and confelied | 


That + 


that he did ct in conſequence of the ſame, 


ſs that he did reckon the 


erable part of their military expence, and preſerve their 
«« troops from ination and relaxation of diſcipline ;—-that the weak 
1 ſtate of the Rohillas promiſed an eaſy conqueſt of them; and, 
finally, that ſuch was his idea of the Company's diſtreſs at home, 
added to his knowledge of their wants abroad, that he ſhould- 


*© have been glad of any occaſion to employ their forces, which 


| 
| 
1 
3 
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- That the fad Warren Haſtings and bis. Council were fendble of 
the — nature of the — in which they had engaged. the 
and of the heavy reſponſibility to which it would 


Company's arms, . | 
ſabject er: and the Council, the per hazard they, the 


« Council, run, in undertaking ſo zxrammas 2 meaſure, without 
60 — at their awn riſt, with the eyes of the whole 
. judices of almoſt every man in England inflamed againſt the. 
* conduct of the Company, and the character of its. ſervants. __ 
yet they engaged in the very practice, which had brought ſuch odi- 
um on the Company, and on the character of its ſervants, though | 
they further ſay, that they had continually before their eyes, the 
dread of forfriting the favour of their employers, and becoming the 
« objects of popular invectives. The ſaid Warren Haſtings, him- 
ſelf ſays, at the very time when he propoſed the meaſure, «+ Lmuſk, 
<« confeſs, I entertain ſome doubts as to its expediency at this time, 
© from the circumſtances of the Company at home, expoſed to g-. 
© pular clamour, and all its meafures liable to be can ed in Par 
ce liament; their charter drawing to a cloſe, and his Majeſty's Mi- 
50 niſters unqueſtionably ready to take advantage of every unſa- 
« yourable circumſtance in the negociations of its renewal.” All 
theſe confiderations did not prevent the ſaid Warren Haſtings from 
making and carrying into execution the ſaid mercenary agreement. 
for a ſum of money, the payment of which the Nabob endeavoured- 
to evade on a conſtruction of the verbal treaty ; and was ſo far from 
being inſiſted on, as it ought to have been, by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that when, after the completion of the ſervice, the Com- 
mander in Chief was directed to make a demand of the money, the 
agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings at the ſame time afluzed the 
Nabob, „ that the demand was nothing more than matter of form, 
* common, and even neceſſary in all public tranſactions; and 
„ that, although the Board conſidered the claim of the Govern- 
, ment literally due, it was not the intention of adminiſtration to 
70 preſcribe to his Excellency the mode, or even limits of payment." 
Nor was any part of the money recovered until the eſtabliſhment of 
the Governor General and Council by Act of Parliament, and their 
determination to withdraw the brigade from the Nabob's ſervice ; , 
the Reſident at his Court, appointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, - 
having wricten that he had exprrienced much duplicity and deceit in 
oft of his tranſactions with his Excellency ; and the And Nabob and 
his ſucceſſors falling back in other payments in the fame or greater 
proportion, as he advanced in the payment of this debt; the conſi- 
deration of lucre to the Company, the declared motive to this 
ſhameful tranſaction, totally failed, and no money in effect aud 
ſubſtance (as far as hy any account to be depended on appears) has 
been obtained. | | | | 


That the ſaid Nabob of Oude did, in conſequence of the ſaid 
agreement, and with the affiltance of Britiſh troops, which were 
ordered to march, and ſubjected to his diſpoſal by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and the Council, unjuſtly enter into and invade the coun- 
try of the Rohillas, and did there make war in a barbarous and in- 
Human manner, „ by an abuſe of victory; * by the unneceſſary , 
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1. deſtruction of the country; by a wanton diſplay of violence 
« and oppreſſion, of inhumanity and cruelty ;* and, by the 
4 ſudden expulſion and —— down of an whole race of people, 
cc to hom the ſlighteſt bene vo 

made not to diſhonour the Begum (a Princeſs of great rank, whoſe 
huſband had been killed in battle) and other women, by dragging 
them about the country, to be loaded with the ſcoffs of the Nabod's 
rabble, and otherwiſe Hill worſe u/ed 3 the Nabob refuſed to liſten to 
the entreatics of a Britiſh Commander in Chief in their favour ; and 


the ſaid women of high rank were expoſed not only to the vileſt per- 


ſonal indignities, but even to abſolute want; and theſe tranſactions 


being by Colonel Champion communicated to the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, inſtead of commendations for his intelligence, and orders 
to redreſs the ſaid evils, and to prevent the like in future, by means 
which were ſuggeſted, and which appear to have been proper and 
feaſible, he received a reprimand from the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
who declared that we had no authority to controul the conduct of 


the Vizier in the treatment of his ſubjects: And that Colonel 


Champion deſiſted from making further repreſentations on this ſub- 
ject to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being apprehenſive of having al- 


ready run ſome riſque of diſpleaſing, by perhaps a too free com- 


munication of ſentiments.— That in conſequence of the ſaid pro- 


ceedings, not only the eminent families of the Chiefs of the Ro- 
killa nation were either cut off or baniſhed, and their wives and 


offsprings reduced to utter ruin, but the country itſelf, heretofore 
diſtinguiſhed above all others for the extent of its cultivation, as a 


Garden, not having one ſþot in it of uncultivated ground, and from 


being i the moſt flouriſhing ſtate that a country could be, was, by the 
inhuman mode of carrying on the war, and the ill government 
during the conſequent uſurpation, reduced to a ſtate of great decay 


and depopulation, in which it ſtill remains. 
That the Eaſt India Company, having had reaſon to conceive 


that, for the purpoſe of concealing corrupt tranſactions, their ſer- 
vants in India Fad made unfair, mutilated, and garbled communi- 
cations of correſpondence, and ſometimes had wholly withheld the 
ſame, made an order in their letter of the 23d of March 1770, in 
the following tenor :—** The Governor fingly ſhall correſpond with 
ce the country powers; but al/ letters, before they ſhall be by him 
«« ſent, muſt be communicated to the other Members of the Select 


* Committee, and receive their approbation ; and alſo al] letters 


te evhat/oever which may be received by the Governor, in anſwer 
ce to or in courſe of correſpondence, ſhall likewiſe be laid before 
«© the ſaid Sele&t Committee, for their information and conſidera- 
ce tion. And that in their inſtructions to their Governor General 


and Council, dated zoth March 1774, they did repeat their orders 
to the ſame purpoſe and effect. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not obey, as in duty he was 
bound to do, the ſaid ſtanding orders; nor did communicate all his 


correſpondence with Mr. Middleton, the Company's Agent at the 
Court of the Soubah of Oude, or with Colonel Champion, the 
Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in the Rohilla war, 


to the Select Committee: And when afterwards, that is to ſay, = | 
| g «4 
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ence was denied. When prayer was 
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vice, was no other than the 


mere a 


the 25th of October 1774, he was required by the majority of the 


Council appointed by the Act of Parliament of 1773, whoſe opt- 
nion was by the ſaid Act directed to be taken as the Act of the 


whole Council, to produce al his correſpondence with Mr. Mid- 
dleton and Colonel Champion, for the direction of their future pro- 


ceedings, relative to the obſcure, intricate, and critical tranſae- 
tion aforeſaid, he did poſitively and pertinaciouſly refuſe to deliver 


any other than ſuch parts of the ſaid correſpondence as he thought 
convenient; covering his ſaid illegal refuſal under general vague 


pretences of ſecrecy, and danger from the communication; although 
the ſaid order and inſtruction of the Court of Directors above- men- 
tioned was urged to him, and although it was repreſented to him 


by the ſaid Council, that they, as well as he, were bound by an 
oath of ſecrecy : Which refuſal to obey the orders of the Court of 


Directors (orders ſpecially and on weighty grounds of experience 
pointed to caſes of this very nature) gave riſe to much jealouſy, and 
excited great ſuſpicions relative to the motives and grounds on which 
the Rohilla War had been undertaken. | ; 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the grounds alledged in his 


« juſtification, of his refuſal to communicate to his colleagues in the 
ſuperior Council, his correſpondence with Mr. Middleton, the. 


Company's reſident at Oude, was guilty of a new offence ; arro- 
gating to himſelf unprecedented and dangerous powers, on prin- 


ciples utterly ſubverſive of all order and diſcipline in ſervice, and 
introductory to corrupt confederacies and diſobedience among the 


Company's ſervants; the ſaid Warren Haſtings infiſting, that Mr. 


Middleton, the Company's covenanted ſervant, the public reſident 


for tranſacting the Company's affairs at the Court of the Soubah of 
Oude, and as ſuch receiving from the Company a falary for his ſer- 
ial agent of him the ſaid Warren 


ome 
Haſtings, and that, being — he was not obliged to communicate 


his correſpondence. 


That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a General Court of 
the Proprietors of the Eaſt India Company, although the latter 
ſhewed favourable diſpoſitions towards the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and expreſſed (but without aſſigning any ground or reaſon) the 


highelt opinion of his ſervices and integrity, did unanimouſly con- 
demn (along with his conduct relative to the Rohilla treaty and 


war,) his refuſal to communicate his whole correſpondence with Mr, 
Middleton to the Superior Council; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in defiance of the _ of the Directors, and the unanimous opi- 
nion of the General Court of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, as well 
as the precedent poſitive orders of the Court of Direktors, and the 
3 of an Act of Parliament, has, from that time to the pre- 
ent, never made any communication of the whole of his correſpon- 


dence to the Governor General and Council, or to the Court 9 


irectors. 
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/ HAT, in 4 ſolemn Treaty 
.A Auguſt, 
Nabob of Oude, Shuja ul Dowla, and highly approved of, con- 
firmed and ratified by the ſaid Company, it is agreed, That the 
« King Shaw Allum ſhall remain in fall poſſeſſion of Cora, and 
< ſach part of the province of Illiabad as he now poſſeſſes, which 
ic are ceded to his Majeſty as a royal Demeſne, for the ſupport of 
„ his Dignity and Expences.“— That, in a ſeparate agreement, 
concladed at the ſame time, between the King Shaw Allum, and 
the then Subadar of Bengal, under the immediate ſecurity and 
guaranty of the Engliſh Company, the faith of the Company was 
ged to the ſaid King for the annual payment of twenty-ſix 
of — for his ſupport, out of the revenues of Bengal ; 
and that the ſaid Company did then receive from the ſaid King a 
grant of the Dewanny of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriſſa, on the expreſs condition of their being ſecurity for the 
annual payment above-mentioned :— That the Eaſt India Compauy 


| have held, and continue to hold the Dewanny ſo granted, and, for 


ſome years, have complied with the conditions, on which they 
accepted of the grant thereof; and have at all times acknowledged 
that they held the Dewanny in virtue of the Mogul's grants. That 


the ſaid Court of Directors, in their letter of the zoth June 1769, 


to Bengal, declared, ** that they eſteemed themſelves bound by 
«< treaty. to protect the King's perſon, and ſecure him the poſſeſſion 
% of the Corah and Illahabad diſtricts;“ and, ſuppoſing an agree- 
ment ſhould be made, reſpecting theſe provinces, between the King 


and Shuja ul Dowla, the Directors then ſaid, that they ſhould. 


te be ſubject to no farther claim or requiſition from the King; 


«© excepting for the ſtipulated tribute for Bengal; which they 


© (the Governor and Council) were to pay to his agent, or remit 
<< to him in ſuch manner as he might direct.“ | 

That, in the year 1772, the King Shaw Allum, who had hitherto 
refided at Allahabad, truſting to engagements which he had entered 
into with the Maratcas, quitted that place and removed to Delhi; 
but, having ſoon quarrelled with ch 
being taken priſoner, had been treated by them with very great 
diſreſpect and cruelty:— That, among other inſtances of their 
abuſe of their immediate power over him, the Governor and 
Council of Bengal, in their letter of the 16th of Auguſt 1773, 


inform the Court of Directors, that he had been compeiled, aubile 


a priſoner in their hands, to grant Sunnuds for the ſurrender of Gorah 
and Hiiabad to them; and it appears from ſundry other minutes of 
their own, that the ſaid' Governor and Council did at all times 
conſider the ſurrender above-mentioned as extorted from the King, 
and unqueſtionably an a# of violence, which could not alienate, or 
impair his right to thoſe provinces; and that, when they took 

lion thereof, it was at the requeſt of the King's Naib, or 


iceroy, who put them under the Council's Protection; that, on 


this 


of Peace, concluded the 16th of 
1765, between the Eaſt India Company and the late 


oſe people, and afterwards 


1 


tent im 13 
inis footing they were accepted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and 
| his Cen ny for ſome time confidered by them as 4 Keese | 
committed to their care by a Prince, to whom the poſſeſſion there 
was particularly guaranteed by the Eaſt Indis Company. cheir- 
A letter of the 1 of March, 1773, they, (the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
and his Council) fay; „In no ſhape can this compulſatory ceſſion 
"A 4 by the King releaſe us from the obligation we are under to de- 
| % fend the provinces, which we have ſo particularly guarantied to 
« him. Gut it appears that they ſoon adopted other ideas, and 


- 


aſſumed other principles concerning this object. In the inſtructions 
= dated the'23d of June, 1773, which the Council of Fort William 
gave to the {aid- Warren Haſtings; previous to his interview with 

the Nabob Sujah al Dowla at Benares, they fay, that, while the 

2 * King continued at Delhi, whither he proceeded in oppoſition to 
“their moſt ſtrenuous remonſtrances, they ſhould certainly conſider 

cb the engagements between him and the Company as diſſolved, 

"= © by his alienation from them and their intereſt ;—=that the poſ- | 
2X *< ſeffion of fo remote a country could never be expected to yield — 
2 *« any profit to the Company, and the defence of it muſt require a 1 
„ perpetual aid of their forces; yet, in the ſame inſtructions, 
"RM they declare their opinion, that, if the King ſhould make over- 

1 © tures to renew his former connection, his right to reclaim the 

4 % diftrifs of Corah and Illiabad could not with profiriety be diſ. 

9 « guted; and they authorized the ſaid Warren Haſtings to reſtore; 

them to him, on condition that he ſbould renounce his claim to the Pts” 

38 tribute of twenty-ſix lack of rupees, herein before mentioned, and to 

4 bbe arrears which might be due; - thereby acknowledging the juſtice 

of a claim, which they determined not to comply with, but in 

teturn for the ſurrender of another equally valid :—That, never- 


"XX thelefs, in the treaty concluded by the faid Warren Haſtings. with 
"RX vvujah ul Dowla, on the 7th of September, 1773, it is aſſerted, 

that his Majeſty (meaning the King Shaw Allum) having 'aban- 
XX << doned the Diſtricts of Corah and Illihabad, and given a Sunnud 
for Corah and Currah to the Marattas, had thereby forfeited” 
his right to the ſaid diſtricts;“ although it was well known to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and had been ſo ſtated by him to the 
Court of Directors, that this ſurrender, on the part of the King, | 
had been extorted from him by violence, while he was a priſoner = - 
in the hands of the Marattas ; and although it was — well 

= | known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that there was nothing in the 
original treaty of 1769, which could reſtrain the King from 
changing the place of his reſidence, conſequently that his removal 
0 Delhi could not occaſion a forfeiture of his right to the pro- 
vinces ſecured to him by that treaty. 3 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the Report which he made 

of his interview and negociations with Sujah ul Dowla, dated the 
ich of October, 1773, declared : that the Adminiſtration would 
have been culpable in the higheſt degree, in retainiug poſſeſſion 

of Corah and Illiabad for any other purpoſe than that of making 

an advantage by the diſpoſal ch them,”” and therefore he had 

ce ded them to the Vizir for fifty lack of rupees; a meafure for which 
ke had no authority whatever —_ the King Shaw Allum, and in 
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the execution of which no reſerve whatever was made in favour of 
the rights of that Prince, nor any care taken of his intereſts.  . / 
That, the ſale of theſe provinces to /Sujah Dowla involved the 
Eaſt India Company in a triple breach of . juſtice, ſince, by the 
ſame act, they violated a treaty, they ſold the property of ano- 
ther, and they alienated a depoſit committed to their friendſhip 
and good faith, and as ſuch accepted by them. That a meaſure of 
this nature is not to be defended on the motives of policy and 
convenience, ſuppoling ſuch motives to have exiſted, without a 
total loſs of public honour, and ſhaking all ſecurity in the faith of 
treaties ; but that, in reality, the pretences urged by the ſaid 


| Warren Haſtings, for ſelling the King's country to Sujah Dowla, 


were falſe and invalid.—-I[t could not ſtrengthen our alliance with 
Sujah ul Dowla; ſince, paying a price for a purchaſe, he received 
no favour, and incurred no obligation. It did not free the Com- 
pany from all the dangers attending either a remote property or a 
remote connection; fince the moment the country in queſtion be- 
came part of Sujah Dowla's dominions, it was included in the 
Company's former guaranty of thoſe dominions ; and in caſe of 
invaſion, the Company were obliged to ſend part of their army to 
defend it, at the requiſition of the ſaid Sujah Dowla: And-if the 
remote fituation of thoſe provinces made the defence of them diſſi- 
cult and dangerous, much more was it a difficult and dangerous 
enterprize to engage the Company's force in an attack and invaſion 
of the Rohillas, whoſe country lay at a much greater diſtance from 
the Company's frontier: Which, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings * to, and undertook, at the very time when, under 
pretence of the difficulty of defending Cora and Illiabad, he ſold 
thoſe provinces to Sujah Dowla. It did not relieve the Company 
from the expence of defending the country, ſince the revenues 
thereof far exceeded the ſubſidy to be paid by Sujah Dowla, and 
theſe revenues juſtly belonged to the Company as long as the 
country continued under their protection, and would have anſwer- 
ed the expence of defending it.——PFinally, that the ſum of 
fifty lack of rupees, ſtipulated with the ſaid Sujah Dowla, was in- 
adequate to the value of the country, the annual revenues of 
which were ſtated at twenty. five lack of rupees, which General Sir 
Robert Barker, then Commander in Chief of the Company's 
forces, affirms, was certain, and too generally known to admit of a_ 


doubt. | 


That the King Shaw Allum received, for ſome years, the annual MW 
tribute of twenty-fix Jack of rupees above-mentioned, and was en- 


titled to continue to receive it; by virtue of an engagement deli- 
berately, and for an adequate confideration, entered into with him 
by the Company's ſervants, and approved of and ratified by the 
Company themſelves ;—that this engagement was abſolute and un- 
conditional, and did neither expreſs, nor ſuppoſe, any caſe, in 
which the ſaid King ſhould forfeit, or the Company ſhould have 
a right to reſume, the tribute; that, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and his Council, immediately after ſelling the King's 
country to Sujah Dowla, reſolved to withhold, and actually with- 
held, the payment of the ſaid tribute, of which the King — 
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t and juſtice, but by arguments of policy and convenience, by  _ 
the beſt-founded'claims of right and juſtice may at all times | 


But neither had they any reaſon to queſtion the King's amicable 
intentions, nor was he pledged to anſwer for thoſe of the: Marattas; 
his truſting to the good faith of that people, and relying on their 
aſſiſtance, to reinſtate him in the poſſeſſion of his capital, might 1 
have been imprudent and impolitic; but theſe meaſures, however 3 
ruinous to himſelf, indicated no enmity to the Engliſh, nor were | 
they productive of any effects injurious to the Engliſh intereſts. 
And it is plain, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Council 
were perfectly aware that their motives or pretences for withholding 
the tribute were too weak to juſtify their conduct, having princi- 
pally inſiſted on the reduced ſtate of their treaſury, which, as they 
ſaid, rendered it impracticable to comply with thoſe payments. The 
rigbt of a creditor does not depend on the circumſtances of the 
debtor; on the contrary, the plea of inability includes a virtual 
acknowledgment of the debt, ſince, if the creditor's right were 
denied, the plea would he ſuperfluous. | 

That the Eaſt India Company, having on their part violated the 
engagements, and renounced the conditions, on which they re- 
ceived, and have hitherto held and enjoyed, the Dewanny of Ben- 


"1 gal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, from the King Shaw Allum, have thereby 


orfeited all right and title to the ſaid Dewanny, ariſing from the 


- ſaid grant, and that it is free and open to the ſaid King to 


reſume ſuch grant; and to transfer it to any other Prince or State: 
— That, notwithſtanding any diftreſs or weakneſs, to which .he 
may be actually reduced, his lawful authority, as ſovereign of the 
Mogul Empire, is ſtil] acknowledged in India, and that his grant 
of the Dewanny would ſufficiently authorize, and materially aſſiſt 
any Prince or State that might attempt to diſpoſſeſs the Eaſt India 
Company thereof, fince it would convey a right, which could not 
be diſputed, and to which nothing but force could be oppoſed. 
Nor can theſe opinions be more more ſtrongly expreſſed, than they 
have been lately by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, who, in a 
minute recorded the iſt of December, 1784, has declared that, 


_— fallen as the houſe of Timur is, it is yet the relick of the moſt 


cc illuſtrious line of the eaſtern world; — that its Sovereignty is 
uni verſally acknowledged, though the ſubſtance of it no longer 
<< exiſts; and that the Company itſelf derives its conſtitutional 
*, dominion from its oſtegſible bounty.“ og, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by this declaration, has re- 
nounced and condemned the pringiple on which he avowedly acted 
towards the Mogul in the year 1773, when he denied that the 
Sunnuds ,or grants of the Mogul, if they were in the hands of 


| another nation, would avail them any thing ; and when he de- 


glared, that the ſword, which gave us the dominion of Bengal, 
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<©"ever ceaſe to be ours, the next proprietar would derive his #7 
2 and poſſeſſion from the ſame nature! — —* the 
Warren Haſtings, to anſwer any immediate pur 
priveiple of. policy, however falſe or dangerous, i 
former declarations made, or to 


Allum, he firſt maintained, that rants of that Prince were of 


no avail, that we held the dominjon of Bengal by the ſword, which 
he has falfely declared the ſource of night, 1 and the natura Charter 
of dominion ; whereas, at a later period, he has declared, that 
the ſovereignty of the family of 8 Allum 1s univerſally acknow- 
ledged, and that the Company inſelF DITA . 
a from their offendibly ny 
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Rights and Titles of the Rajah of Benareg. | I 
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HAT the territory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been, 
4 T not long fince, an orderly, well cultivated, and improved | 
province ; of great extent; and its capital city, as Warren Haſt-. 
ings, Eſq; has informed the Court of Directors, in his letter of 
the 21ſt of November, 1781, “ is highly revered by the natives of 
« the Hind, perſuaſion ; ſo that many, who have acquired inde- 
«© pendent fortunes, retire to» cloſe their days in a place ſo emi- 
«« nently diſtinguiſhed for its ſanctity: — And he further acquaints. 
| the Directors, that it may rather be conſidered as the ſeat of 
r the Hindũ religion, than as the capital of a province. But as its 
«© inhabitants are not compoſed of Hinds __ the former wealth 
«« which flowed into it from the offerings of pilgrims, as well as 
« from the tranſactions of exchange, for which its central ſituation 
is adapted, has attracted numbers of Mahomedans, who ftill 
continue to reſide in it with their families.” And theſe circum- 
ſtances of the city of Benares, which not only attracted the atten- 
tion of all the different deſcriptions of men who inhabit Hindoſtan, 
but intereſted them warmly in whatever it might ſuffer, did, in a -" 
peculiar manner, require, that the Governor General and Council 
of Calcutta ſhould condu& themſelves, with regard to its rulers 
and inhabitants, when it became dependent on the Company, on 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed principles of good faith, equity, moderation, 
and mildneſs. - | ks „ 
II. That the Rajah Bulwant Sing, late Prince or Zemindar of the 
province aforeſaid, was a great Lord of the Mogul empire, de- 
pendent on the ſame, through the Vizier of the empire, the late 
Sujah ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude; and the ſaid Bulwant Sing, in 
the commencement of the Engliſh power, did attach himſelf to the 
cauſe of the Engliſh Company; and the Court of Directors of the 
ſaid Company did acknowledge, in their letter of the 26th of May, 
1768, that Bulwant Sing's joining us, at the time he did, wag + 
of gal ſervice, and the ſtipulation in his favour, was what he 
was juſtly entitled to: —and they did commend ** the care that 
*© had been taken (by the then preſidency) of thoſe that had ſhewn, „ 
their attachment to them (the Company) during the war;“! 'I 
and they did finally expreſs. their hope and expeRation in the words 
following: The moderation and attention paid to thoſe who 
*< have eſpouſed our intereſts in this war, will refore our reputa- 
tion in Hindoſtan, and that the Indian rs will be convinced 
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III. That the Rajah Bulwant Sing died on the 23d of Auguſt, 
1770, and his ſon, Cheit Sing, ſucceeding to his rights and pre- 
tenſions, the Preſidency of Calcutta (John Cartier, Eſquire, being 
then preſident) did inſtruct Captain Gabriel Harper, to procure 
a confirmation of the ſucceſſion to his ſon Cheit Sing, as it was 
* of the utmoſt political import to the Company's affairs; and 
«© that the young man ought not to conſider the price to be paid 
© to ſatisfy the YVizier's jealouſy and avarice.” And they did fur- 
ther declare as follows: The ſtrong and inviolable attachment 
«© which ſubſiſted betwixt the Company and the father, makes us 
«© moſt readily interpoſe our good offices for the ſon. And the 
young Rajah aforeſaid, having agreed, under the mediation of 
Captain H „ to pay near two hundred thouſand pounds as a 
gift to the ſaid Vizier, and to increaſe his tribute by near thirty 
thouſand pounds annually, a deed of confirmation was paſſed by 
the ſaid Vizier to the ſaid Rajah, and his heirs, by which he be- 
came a purchaſer, for valuable conſiderations, of his right and in- 
heritance in the 'Zemindary aforeſaid. In conſequence of this 
grant, ſo by him purchaſed, the Rajah was ſolemnly inveſted with 
the government in the city of Benares, amidſt the acclamations 
of a numerous people, and to the great ſatis faction of all par- 
« ties.” And the ſaid Harper, in his letter of the 8th of October, 
1770, giving an account of the inveſtiture aforeſaid, did expreſs 
himſelf in theſe words: I will leave the young Rajah, and others, 
4% to acquaint you how I have conducted myſelf : only thus much 
let me ſay, that I have kept a ſtrict Eye not to diminiſh our na- 
« tional honour, diſintereſtedneſs, and juſtice ; which I will con- 
«4 clude, has had a greater effect in ſecuring to the Company 8 
4 their vaſt poſſeſſions, than even the force of arms, however for- x 
«4 midable, could do.” The preſident of Calcutta teſliſied his . 
approbation of the ſaid Harper's conduct in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
that is, in the following: Your diſintereſtedneſs has been equally 
«« diſtinguiſhable as your abilities, and both do you the greateſt 
% honour.” Ca - p 
IV. That the agreement between the Rajah and Nabob afore- 
ſaid, continued on both fides without any violation, under the 
ſanction and guarantee of the Eaſt India Company, for three years; 
when Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, being then Preſident, did pro- 
| Poſe a further confirmation of the {aid grant; and did, on the 12th 
of October, 1773, obtain a delegation for himſelf to be the perſon 
to, negociate the ſame: it being his opinion, as expreſſed in his 
Report of October the 4th, 1773, that the Rajah was not only 
entitled to the inheritance of his Zemindary by the grants through 
Captain Harper, but that the preceding treaty of Illabad, though 
literally expreſſing no more than a ſecurity perſonal to Bulwant 
Sing, did notwithſtanding, in the true ſenſe and import thereof, 
extend to his poſterity ; ** and that it had been differently under- 
#* ſtood (that is, not literally) by the Company, and by this ad- 
«« miniſtration ; and the Vizier had before put it out of all diſ- 
pute, by the ſolemn act paſſed in the Rajah's favour on his 
5 ſucceſiion to the Zemindary, * HT; | 
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That the Council, in their inſtructions to the ſaid Governor 
Haſtings, -did impower him to renew, in behalf of the Rajah 
«« Cheit Sing, the ſtipulation which was formerly made with the 
«« .Vizier, in conſideration of his ſervices in 1764; and the go- _ - 
vernment was accordingly ſettled on the Rajah and his poſterity, or 
his heirs, on the ſame footing on which it was granted to his ſaid | 
father, excepting the addition aforeſaid. to the tribute; with an 
expreſs proviſion, ** that no increaſe ſhall ever hereafter be de- 
„ manded.” And the grant and ſtipulation aforeſaid was further 
confirmed by the ſaid Sujah ul Dowla, under the Company's gua- 
rantee, by the moſt ſolemn and awful form of oath known in the 
Mahomedan religion, inſerted in the body of the deed or grant; 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtrongly impreſſed with the opinion 
of the propriety of protecting the Rajah, and of the injuſtice, ' ma- 
lice, and avarice of the ſaid Sujah Dowla, and the known family 
enmity ſubſiſting between him and the Rajah, did declare, in his 
report to the Council, as follows: I am well convinced, that 
the Rajah's inheritance, and perhaps his life, are no longer ſafe 
© than while he enjoys the 9 protection, which is his 
e due by the ties of juſtice, and the obligations of public faith. -, - WW 
VI. That ſome time after the new confirmation aforeſaid, that 4 
is to ſay, in the year 1774, the Governor General and Council, 
which had been formed, and the Members thereof appointed, by 
Act of Parliament, did obtain the aſſignment of the ſovereignty 
paramount of the ſaid government by treaty with the Nabob of 
Oude; by which, although the ſupreme dominion was changed, 
the terms and conditions of the tenure of the Rajah of Benares re- 
mained ; as 'the ſaid Nabob of Oude could transfer to the Eaſt 
India Company no other or greater eſtate than he himſelf poſſeſſed 
in or over the ſaid Zemindary. But, to obviate any miſconſtruc- 
tion on the ſubje&, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did propoſe to the 
Board, that whatever proviſion might in the ſaid treaty be made 
for the intereſt of the Company, the ſame ſhould be without an 
*« encroachment on the juſt rights of the Rajah, or the engagements 
« afually ſubſiſting with him. | 
VII. That the faid Warren Haſtings then having, or pretending 
to have, an extraordinary care of the intereſt of the Rajah of 
Benares, did, on his transfer of the ſovereignty, propoſe a new , 
grant to be conveyed in new inſtruments to the ſaid Rajah, con- 
terring upon him further privileges; namely, the addition of the 
ſovereign rights of the mint, and of the right of criminal juſtice 
of life and death: and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as Governor 
General, did himſelf propoſe the reſolution for that purpoſe in 
Council, in the following words, with remarks explanatory of the 
a upon which the grants aforeſaid were made: namely, 
inute. . 
VIII.“ That the perpetual and independent poſſeſſion of the Zemin- 
*« dary of Benares, and its dependencies, be ro»firmed and guarantied 
to the Rajah Cheit Sing and his heirs for ever, /ubje& only to the an- 
nual payment of the revenues hitherto paid to the late Vixier, amount- 
ing Benares, ca. rupees, 23,71,056,12, to be diſpoſed of as is ex- 
preſſed in the following article: That no other demand be mad 
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«© bim, either by the Nabob of Oude, or this nent; nor any 
* hind 3 or —.— be exerciſed 55 either within th 
% ciftri2t affigned him.” To which minute he, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, did ſubjoin the following obſervation in writing, and re- 
corded therewith in the —— mee that is to oy The Rajah 
«© of Benares, the uation ' of is countyy, ich it a ntier 
« to the . Oude and Babar, may be nialle a —— 
& Ally to the Company, whenever their of all vequire it. He 
«© bas always been conſidered in this light both by the Company and the 
4% ſucceſſkve Members of the late Council; bat, to inſure his attachment 
oc to the Company, his intereſt muſt? be connedted awvith it, avhich cannot 
4 be better effeted than by freeing him totally from the REMAINS 
T of bis preſent vaſſalage, under the guarantee and protection f the 
«© Company; and at the ſame time prog”, © bim again} any appre- 
« bhenfions from this government, by thus pledging its faith that nd 
* encroachment Hall ever be made on bis rights Tal Company. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the fifth of July, 1975, did 
himſelf propoſe, among other articles of the treaty relative to this 
object, one of the following tenor: That whilſt the Rajah ſhall 
0 continue faithful to theſe engagements, and punctual in his pay- 
% ments, and ſhall pay due obedience to the authority of this go- 
4c yernment, mo more demands ſhall be made upon him by the 
% honourable Company, of ANY KIND; or, on any pretence 
ee whatſoever, ſhall any perſon be allowed to initerfere with his 
«* authority, or to diſturb the peace of his country.” And the 
faid article was by the other Members of the Council aſſented to 
without debate. 2 | Re 
IX. On transferring the Rajah's tribute from the Nabob to the 
Company, the ſtipulation with the Nabob was renewed on the 
Mion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, and expreffed in 
propo 1 a p 
a yet more diſtint manner; namely, That no more demands 
% ſhall be made upon him, by the honourable Company, of 
« any kind :” and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in juſtification of 
His propoſal of giving the Rajah “ a complete and uncontrolled 
% authority over his Zemindary,” did enter on the Council book 
the following reaſons for inveſting him with the ſame; ſtrongly 
indicating the ſituation in which he muſt be left under any other 
circumftances, whether under the Nabob of Oude, or under the 
Engliſh, or under the double influence of both: That the ſecu- 
*« rity of his perfon and poſſeſſions, from the Company's protection, 
% may be rated equal to many lacks of rupees; avhich, though 
«© ſaved to him, are no loſs to the government on which he depend, 
© being all articles of inviſible expence ; in fees to the Miniſters and 
* Officers of the Nabob ; in the charges of a double eſtabliſhment 
of Vackeels to both governments; in preſents and charges of 
ce accommodation to the Nabob, during his reſidence at any place 
% within the boundaries of his Zemindary ; in the frauds, embez- 
ec wlements, and oppreſſions exerciſed in the Mint and Cutwally ; beſides 
* the allowed profits of thoſe officers, and the advantages which 
© every man in occaſional power, or in the credit of it, might make of 
ce the Rajab's known weakneſs, and the dread he ſtood in both of the 
_ «« difpleaſure of che Nabob, and the ill avill of individuals among 
: D «© the 
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the Engliſh, who were all confidered, either in their preſent flations 
te gr connetions, or the right of ſucceſſion, as Members of the fate 27 
0 Bengal. It would be ſcarce poſſible to enumerate all the incon- 


4 venlencies to Which the Rajah was liable in bis former ftuation, 


4 or to eſtimate the preciſe effect which they produced on his re- 
*« venue, and on the groſs amount of his expence ; but it may be 

ec eaſily conceived, that both were enormous, and of a nature the 
«< mott likely to leſſen the profits of government, inſtead of addin 

« to them.“ And in juſtification of his propoſal of giving the Ra b 
the ſymbols of ſovereignty in the power of life and death, and in 
the coining of money, as pledges of his independence, he ſtates the 
deplorable ſituation of Princes reduced to dependence on the Vizier, 
or the Company, and obliged to entertain an Engliſh reſident at 


| their Court; in the following words: It is propoſed to receive the . 


*« payment of his (the Rajah's) Rents at Patna, becauſe that is the 
« neareſt provincial ſtation, and becauſe it would not fruſtrate the 
© intention of rendering the Rajah independent. If à reſident was 
«« appointed to receive the money, as it became due, at Benares, 
« ſuch @ reſident would unayoidably acquire an influence over the 
„% Rajah, and over his country, <vhich would in effef? render bim 
© the maſter of both. This conſequence might not, perhaps, be 
« brought completely to paſs without a ffruggle and many appeals 
© to Council, which, in a government conſtituted like this, cannot 
« fail to terminate againſt the Rajah ; and, 15 the conſtruction 10 
& aobich his oppoſition to the agent would be liable, might eventually 
te draw on him ſevere reſtrictions, and in reducing bim to the mean 
«© and depraved flate of a mere Zemindar.” 28 | 
That in order to ſatisfy the ſaid Rajah of the intentions of the 
Company towards him, and of the true ſenſe and conſtruction of 
the grants to him, the ſaid Rajah, to be made, the Governor Ge- 
neral (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings) and Council did, on the 24th 
Auguſt, 1775, inſtruct Mr. Fowke, the reſident at the Rajah's 
Court, in the following words: It is propef to aſſure the Rajah 
*« we do not mean to increaſe his tribute, but to require from him 
an exact ſum. That, under the ſovereignty of the Company, 
% e are determined to leave him the free and uncontrolled ma- 
nagement of the internal government of his country, and the 
collection and regulation of the revenues, fo long as he adheres 
to the terms of his engagement; and will never demand any 
** augmentation of the annual tribute which may be fixed.“ 
XI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the Council General, 


not being ſatisfied with having inſtructed the reſident to make the 


repreſentation aforefaid, to remove all ſuſpicion that by the new 
grants any attempts ſhould inſidiouſly be made to change his former 
tenure, did reſolve, that a letter ſhould be written by the Governor 
General himſelf to the Rajah of Benares, to be delivered to Mr.. 
Fowke the reſident, together with his credentials; in which letter 
they declare“ the Board willing to continue the grant of the Ze- 
1 mindary to him, in as as full and ample a manner as he poſſeſſed it 
From Former ſeverergns ; and on his paying the annual tribute, &c.? 
And in explaining the reaſons for granting to him the mint and 
criminal juſtice, they inform " that this is done in order that 
1 7 EO l voy 
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* he may poſſeſs an uncontrolled and free authority in the regulation 


form; expreſſing the conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral 


cerning the remittance of the Rajah's tribute to Calcutta, as well 


Cords of the Company, and never were tran/mitied to the Court of 
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«« and government of his Zemindary.“ | | 

XII. That, on the 26th of February, 1776, the Board and 
Council did order, that the proper inſtruments ſhould be prepared 
for conveying to the Rajah aforeſaid the government and criminal 
Juſtice and mint of Benares, with its dependencies, ** in the uſual 


e Sroceedings o the Board.“ And on the ſame day a letter was 
written to the Reſident at Benares, ſignifying that they had ordered 
the proper inſtruments to be prepared, ſpecifying the terms con- 


as ©* tbe ſeveral other conditions which had been already agreed to; 
«« and that they ſhould forward it to him, to be delivered to the 
4 Rajah.” And on the zoth of March following, the Board did 
again explain the terms of the ſaid tribute, in a letter to the Court 
of Directors; and did add, © that a Sannud (grant or patent) for 
% his (Cheit Sing's) Zemindary ſhould be furniſhed him, oz the/* 
« and the conditions before agreed on. | 
XIII. That during the courſe of the tranſactions aforeſaid in 
Council, and the various aſſurances given to the Rajah and Court 
of Directors, certain improper and fraudulent practices were uſed, 
with regard to the ſymbols of inveſtiture which ought to have b:en 
given, and the form of the deeds by which the ſaid Zemindary 
ought to have been granted: for it appears, that the original deeds 
were ſigned by the Board on the 4th of September, 1775, and 
tranſmitted to Mr. Fowke, the reſident at the Rajah's Court; and 
that, on the zoth of November following, the Court of Directors 
were acquainted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and the Council, 
that Rajah Cheit Sing had been inveſted with the Sannud (charters 
or patents) for his Zemindary, and the Kellaut (or robes of inveſti- 
ture) in all the proper forms. But, on the iſt of October, 1775, 
the Rajah did complain to the Governor General and Council, that 
.the Kellaut (or robes) with which he was to be inveſted, accordin 
to their order, i not of the ſame kind as that which he Ned 
© from the late Vizier on the like occaſion.” In conſequence of 
the ſaid complaint, the Board did, in their letter to the refident of 
the 11th of the ſame month, defiie him to make inquiry reſpect- 
ing the nature of the Kellaut, and invelt him with one of the /ame 
4 fort, on the part of this government, inſtead of that which they 
formerly deſcribed to him.“ And it appears highly probable, 
that the inſtruments which accompanied the ſaid robes of inveſti- 
ture, were made in a manner conformable to the orders and direc- 
tions of the Board, and the conditions by them agreed to; as the 
Rajah, who complained of the inſufficiency of the robes, did make 
no complaint of the inſufficiency of the inſtruments, or of any de- 
viation in them from thoſe he had formerly received from the 
Vizier. But à copy en duplicate of the ſaid deeds or inſtruments avere 


in ſome manner ſurreptitiouſly diſpoſed of, and withbeld from the re- 
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Director. 
XIV. That ſeveral months after the ſaid ſettlement and inveſti- 


ture, namely, on the 15th of April, 1776, the — 
8 85 the 
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the Court that he had prepared a Sannud, Cabbolut, and Pottah 
that is, a patent, an agreement, and a rent roll) for Cheit Sing's 

emindary ; and the Board ordered the ſame to be executed. But 
the reſident, on receiving the ſame, did tranſmit the ſeveral ae 
tions made by the Rajah thereto, and particularly to a clauſe i 
the patent, made in direct contradiction to the engagements of the 
Council ſo ſolemnly and repeatedly given ; by which Clauſe the 
former patents are declared to be null. That on the repreſentation 
= aforeſaid, on the 29th July, the Secretary was ordered to 2 
= new and proper inſtruments, omitting the clauſe declaring the for- 
= mer Patents to be null, and the ſaid new patents were delivered to 
the Rajah ; and the others which he objected to, as well as thofe 
which had been delivered to him originally, were returned to the 
preſidency. But neither the firſt ſet of deeds, nor the fraudulent 
patent aforeſaid, nor the new inftruments made out on the com- 
plaint of the Rajah, omitting the exceptionable words, have been 
& inſerted in the records, although it was the particular duty of the 
= ſaid Warren Haſtings, that all tranſactions with the country powers 

& ſhould be faithfully entered; as well as to take care that all inſtru- 
ments tranſmitted to them, on the faith of the Company, ſhould 
be honeftly, candidly, and fairly executed, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the engagements entered into on the part of 
the Company; giving, by the ſaid complicated, artificial, and 
= fraudulent management, as well as by his ſaid omitting to record 
the ſaid material document, ftroug reaſon to preſume, that he did 
even then meditate to make ſome evil uſe of the deeds which he 
thus withheld from the Company, and which he did afterwards in 
reality make, when he found means and opportunity to effect his 
evil purpoſe, | e | 
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1. T HAT the tribute transferred to the Company, by the tre- 
aty with the Nabob of Oude, being 250, oool, a year fter. 
ling, and upwards, without any deductions Ix. 94.45% oh was paid 
monthly, with ſuch punctual exactneſs, as had no parallel in the 
Company's dealings with any of the native princes, or with any 
ſubject Zeminder, being the only one who never was in arrears ; 
and, according to all appearance, a perfect harmony did prevail 
between the Supreme Council at Calcutta and the Rajah. But 
though the Rajah of Benares furniſhed no occaſion of diſpleaſure to 
the Board, yet it fince appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 
at ſome time in the year 1777, conceiye diſpleaſure againſt him. 
In that year, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, retracted his own act 
of reſignation of his office, made to the Court of Directors through 
| his agent Mr. Maclean ; and, calling in the aid of the military to 
ſupport him in his authority, brought the diviſions of the govern- 
ment, according to his own exprefion, ** to an extremity bordering 
<4 on civil violence.” This extremity he attributes, in a narrative 
by him tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, and printed, not ta 
his own fraud and prevarication, but to what he calls an attempt 
ce to wreſt from him his authority ;”” and in the ſaid narrative he 
pretends that the Rajah of Benares had deputed an agent, with an 
expreſs commiſſion, to his opponent Sir John Clavering.— This fact, 
if it had been true, (which is not proved) was in no fort criminal 
or offenſive to the Company's Government; but was at firſt fight 
nothing more than a proper mark of duty and reſpect to the ſuppoſed 
ſucceſſion of office. Nor is it poſſible to conceive in what manner it 
could offend the ſaid Haſtings, if he did not imagine that the ex- 
preſs commitſion, to which in the ſaid narrative he refers, might 
relate to the diſcovery to Sir John Clavering of ſome prattice which 
he might wiſh to conceal; the ſaid Clavering, whom he ſtyles 
* His opponent,” having been engaged, in obedience to the Com- 
pany's expreſs orders, in the diſcovery of ſundry peculations, and 
other evil practices, charged upon the ſaid Haſtings. But although, 
at the time of the ſaid pretended deputation, he diſſembled his re- 
ſentment, it appears to have rakle! in his mind, and that he never 
forgave it, of whatever nature it might have been (the ſame never 
having been by him explained;) and ſome years after he recorded 
it in his juſtification of his oppreſſive conduct towards the Rajah, 
urging the ſame, with great virulence and aſperity, as a proof or 
preſumption of his the ſaid Rajah's diſaffection to the Company's 
Government; and, by his ſubſequent acts, he ſeems from the firſt 
to have reſolyed, when opportunity ſhould occur; on a ſevere 
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II. That having obtained, in his caſting vote, a majority in 
—_— on the death of Sir John G and Mr. Monſon, he 
did ſuddenly, and without any previons general communication 
with the Members of the Board, by a minute of conſultation of the 
gth of July 1778, make an extraordinary demand, namely, that 
7. the Rajah of Benares ſhould cenſent to the eſtabliſiment of three 
<«« regular battalions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at hit 
&«© own erpence; and the ſaid cor abba eſtimated at between 
fifty and ſixty thouſand pounds ſterling. n 0 | 
III. That the ſaid requiſition: did ſuppoſe the con/ext of the Ra- 
jah, the very word being inſerted in the body of his, the ſaid: War- 
ren Haſtings's, minute; and the ſamq was agreed to, though with 
ſome doubts on the parts of two of his colleagues, Mr. Francis and 
Mr. Wheler, concerning the right of making the ſame, even word- 
ed as it was. But Mr, Francis and Mr. Wheler ſoon after finding 
that the Rajah was much alarmed by this departure from the 7 
the requiſition aforeſaid was ftrenuouſly oppoſed by them, The 
ſaid Haſtings did, notwithſtanding this oppolition, perſevere; and 
by his caſting vote alone did carry the ſaid unjuſt and oppreſſive de- 
mand. The Rajah ſubmitted, after ſome murmuring and remone 
ſtrance, to pay the ſum re uired ; but on the expreſs condition (as. 
has been frequently aſſerted by him to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
without any contradiction) that the exaction ſhould continue but for 
one year, and ſhould not be drawn into precedent, He alſo requeſted 
that the extraordinary demand ſhould be paid along with the inſtal. 
ments of his monthly tribute: But although the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings did not ſo much as pretend that the inſtant 22 was at all 
neceſſary, and though he was urged by his before- mentioned col. 
leagues to moderate his proceedings, he did inſiſt upon immediate 
ayment of the whole; and did deliver his demand in proud and 
inſulting language, wholly unfit for a goyernor of a civilized nation 
to uſe towards eminent-perſons in alliance with, and in honourable 
and free dependence upon, its government; and did ſupport the 
ſame with arguments full of unwarrantable paſſion, and with re- 
ferences to reports affecting merely his own perſonal power and con- 
ſideration, which reports were not —— nor attempted to be 
proved; and, if proved, furniſhing reaſons inſufficient for his pur- 
pole, and indecent in any public proceedings. That the ſaid Haſt- 
ings did cauſe the ſaid ſums of money to be rigorouſly exacted, al- 
though no ſuch regular battalions, as he pretended to eſtabliſh as a 
colour for his demand on the Rajah, were then raiſed, or any ſteps 


4 Fo, taken towards raiſing them. And when the faid Rajah pleaded his 


inability to pay the whole ſum at once, he, the ſaid Haſtings, per- 
ſevering in his ſaid outrageous and violent demeanour, did order 
the Reſident to wait on the Rajah forthwith, and demand of him 
in perſon, and by writing; the full payment in ſpecie ta be made 
to him within five days of ſuch demand; and to declare to him, 
in the name of this Government, that his evading or neglecting 
* to accompliſh the payment thereof within that ſpace of time, 
ff ſhould be deemed equivalent to an abſotute refuſal; and in caſe of 
** non-compliance with this (the Reſident's) demand, abe perempto- 
Fe rily enjoin you to refrain from all Further intercourſe with him The 
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ſaid Haſtings appearing, by all his 1 85, to be more diſ- 
poſed to * a * with the Prince of Benares, than to 
provide money for any public ſervice. | | 
IV. That the ſaid demand was complied with, and the whole 
thereof paid on the roth of October, that year. And the ſaid Ra- 
jah did write to the ſaid Haſtings a letter, in order to mitigate and 
mollify him, declaring to the ſaid Haftings, that his ſole reliance 


was on him, and that in every inſtance he depended on his faith, 


«« religion, promiſes, and actions. But he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings, as if the being reminded of his faith and promiſes were an 


incentive to him to violate the ſame, although he had agreed that 
his demand ſhoald not be drawn into precedent, and the payment 


of the 50,0001. aforeſaid ſhould continue only for one year, did, the 


very _ after he had received the letter aforeſaid, renew a demand 


of the ſame nature, and on the ſame pretence, this year, even leſs 


* than the former of three battalions 7 be raiſed. The ſaid 
ajah, on being informed of this requiſition, did remind the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings that he engaged, in the laſt year, that but one 
payment ſhould be made, and 
future; and pleading inability to diſcharge the new demand, de- 
clared himſelf in the following words to the 
<< am therefore hopeful you will be kindly pleaſed to excuſe me 
<« the {ye lacks now demanded, and that nothing may be demanded: 
of me beyond the amount expreſſed in the Pottah.“ 
V. That on the day after the receipt of this letter, that- is, on 
the 28th Auguſt 1779, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, made a re- 
ply to the faid letter; and, without any remark whatſoever on the 
allegation of the Rajah, ſtating to him his engagement that he, 
the ſaid Rajah, ſhould not be called upon in future, he ſays, I 
«« now repeat my demand, that you do, on the receipt of this, 
„% without evaſion or delay, pay the five lack of rupees into the 
« hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has orders to receive it from 


* you; and, in cafe of your refuſal, to ſummon the two battalions 


© of Sepoys, under the command of Major Camac, to Benares, 
te that meaſures may be taken to oblige you to a compliance: And, 
in this caſe, the whole expence of the corps, from the time of 
«« its march, will fall on you.“ b e a SY 
VI. That the ſaid Rajah did a ſecond and third time repreſent to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he had broke his promiſe, and the 
aid Haſtings did in no manner deny the ſame ; but did, in con- 
tempt thereof, as well as of the original treaty between the Com- 
any and the Rajah, order two battalions of troops to march into 
bh territories, and in a manner the moſt harſh, inſulting, and de- 
ſpotic, as if to provoke that Prince to ſome act of reſiſtance, did 


compel him to the payment of the faid ſecond unjuſt demand; and 
did extort alſo the ſum of 2,cool. on pretence of the charge of the 


, 


troops 8 to coerce him. 


VII. T 5 


ſame demand was, with the ſame menaces, renewed; and did, as 


before, produce ſeveral humble remonſtrances and ſubmiſſive com- 


plaints, which the ſaid Haſtings did always treat as crimes and of- 


fences of the higheſt order; And although ja the regular * or 
| ne Fon 8 Len he trio ute, 


at he ſhould not be called upon in 
faid Warren Haſtings : 


at the third year, that is to ſay, in the your 1780, the 


% 


* 


Parr II. A R 1 1 CLE III. 327 
tribute, which was monthly payable by treaty, fifty days of grace 
were allowed on each payment, and after the expiration of the ſaid 
fifty days one quarter per cent. only was provided as a penalty, he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on ſome ſhort delay of payment of his 
= third arbitrary and illegal demand, did preſume, of his own au- 
= thority, to impoſe a fine or mul of 10,0001. on the ſaid Rajah: 
And though it does not appear whether or no the ſame was actually 
levied, the ſaid threat was ſoon after followed by an order, from 
the ſaid Haſtings, for the march of troops into the country of Be- 
nares, as in the preceding year. | 4 
VIII. That theſe violent and inſulting meaſures failing to pro- 
voke the Rajah, and he having paid up the whole demand, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings being reſolved to drive him to extremities, did 
make on the ſaid Rajah a ſudden demand, over and above the or- 
dinary tribute or ſubſidy of 260,0001. per annum, and over and 
above the 50, oool. extraordinary to provide a body of cavalry for 
the ſervice of the Bengal Government. LS 
IX. The demand, as expreſſed in the minute of conſultation, 
and in the public inftruQtions of the Board to the reſident, to make 
the requiſition, is for ſuch part of the cavalry entertained in his 
« ſervice as he can ſpare; and the demand is in this, and in no 
other manner, deſcribed by the Governor General and Council in 
their letter to the Court of Directors. But in a narrative of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, addreſſed to Edward Wheler, Eſquire, it 
rer, that upon the Rajah's making difficulties, according to 
e repreſentation of the ſaid Haſtings, relative to the ſaid requiſi- 
tion, the correſpondence concerning which the ſaid Haſtings hath 
fraudulently ſuppreſſed, he, the ſaid Haſtings, inſtead of adherin 
to the requiſition of ſuch cavalry as the Rajah could ſpare, and which 
was all that by the order of Rana he was authorized to make, 
did, of his own private and arbitrary authority, in ſome letter which 
he in inſtruct the reſident Markham to make a pe- 
remptory demand for 2000 cavalry, which he well knew to be more 
than the Rajah's finances could ſupport, eſtimating the proviſion 
for the ſame at 96, oool. a year at the loweſt, though the expence 
of the ſame would probably have been much more: which extrava- 
gant demand the ſaid Haſtings could only have made in hopes of 
Proveking the Rajah to ſome imprudent meaſure, or paſſionate re- 
monſtrance. And this arbitrary demand of cavalry was made and 
peremptorily inſiſted on, although in the original treaty with che 
ſaid Rajah it was left entirely optional whether or not he ſhould 
keep up any cavalry at all: and in the minute of conſultation it 
was expreſsly mentioned to be thus optional: and that for what- 
ſoever cavalry he, the ſaid Rajah ſhould furniſh, he ſhould be paid 
15 rupees per month for each private, and ſo in proportion for of- 
ficers : yet the demand aforeſaid was made without any offer what- 
ſoever of providing the ſaid payment according to treaty. . _ 
X. That the ſaid Haſtings did ſoon after, but upon what grounds 
does not appear by any Minute of Council, or from any correſpon- 
dence contained in his narrative, reduce the demand to fifteen 
thouſand, and afterwards to one thouſand ; by which he ſhewed 
himſelf to be ſeuſible of the extravagance of his firſt requiſition, * 
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* 590,000], as a puniſhment for his breach of engagements with 
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XI. That in conſequence of theſe requiſitions, as he aſſerts in 
his narrative aforeſaid, the Rajah <* did offer 250 horſe, but ſent 
* none.” But the ſaid Haſtings doth not accompany his ſaid nar- 
rative with any voucher or document whatever; and therefore the 
account given by the Rajah, and delivered to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings kimſelf, inſerted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, 
in his narrative, and in no part thereof attempted to be impeached, 
is more worthy of credit; that is to ſay, K e 

With ceſpe&t to the horie, you deſired me in your letter, to 
* inform you of what number I could afford to ſtation with you. 

«« I ſent you a particular account of all that were in my ſervice, 
* amounting to one thouſand three hundred horſe, of which ſeve- 
4 ral were ſtationed at diſtant places; but I received no anſwer to 
e this. Mr. Markham delivered me an order to prepare a thou- 
«« ſand horſe. In compliance with your wiſhes, I collected five 
% hundred horſe, and a ſubſtitute for the remainder, five hundred 
« Burkundaſfles ¶Match-lock- men], of which I ſent you informa- 8 
5 tion; I told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go to what . 
, ever place they ſhould be ſent. No anſwer, however, cone - 
% from you on this head, and I remained aſtoniſhed at the cauſe 
« of it. Repeatedly I aſked Mr. Markham about an anſwer tomy 
letter about the horſe ; but he told me that he did not know Wc 
«© the reaſon of no anſwer having been ſent. I remained aſto- "Wc: 
6 niſhed.” | = |} 

XII. That the ſaid Haſtings is guilty of an high offence, in not n. 
giving an anſwer to letters of ſuch importance; and in concealing 3 
the ſaid letters from the Court of Directors, as well as much of ti. 
his correſpondence with the reſidents; and more particularly in not 
directing to what place the cavalry and match-lock-men aforeſaid 8 
ſhould be ſent, when the Rajah had declared they were ready to go of 
to whatever ſervice ſhould be deſtined for them, and afterwards in 
maliciouſly accuſing the Rajah for not having ſent the ſame. 

XIII. That, on the 3d of February, 1781, a new demand, for 
the ſupport of the three fictitious battalions of ſepoys aforeſaid, 
was made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings : but, whilſt the Rajah was 
paying by inſtalments the ſaid arbitrary demand, the ſaid Rajah 
was ed with ſome intelligence of ſecret projects on foot for 
his ruin; and being well apprized of the malicious and revengeful 
temper of the ſaid Haſtings, in order to pacify him, if poſſible, 
offered to redeem himſelf by a large ranſom, to the amount of two 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, to be paid for the uſe cf the 
Company. And it appears, that the ſaid alarm was far from 
being groundleſs; for Major Palmer, one of the ſecret and confiden- 
tial agents of the ſaid Haſtings, hath ſworn, on the fourth of De- | 


* 


* * — ** * 
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cember, 1781, at the deſire of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, before 1 
Sir Elijah Impey, to the following effect; that is to ſay, that th 
«© the ſaid Warren Haſtings had told him, the ſaid Palmer, that ver 
„ he, the ſaid Haſtings, had rejected the offer of two hundred or 1 


_ © thouſand pounds made by the Rajah of Benares for the public per 


«« ſervice ; and that he was reſolved to convert the faults committed lh 
« by the Rajah into a public benefit, and would exact the ſum of BE ſand 
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« the government of Bengal, 
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4 ſovereignty thereof to the Nabob of Oude.“ 


between him and the 


Haſtings, and addreſſed to him, expreſſed himſelf 


Company s exigencies 294575 


XV. That, in the declaration of the ſaid Wheler, 


the month of June. And it does not appear, by the 


and acts of miſcondnct in his Z em 


- 


N. 
5 
in- 


* 


« dary; and, if the Rajah ſhould abſolutely refuſe the demand, 
* that he would deprive him of his Zemindary, or transfer the 


"IE Xx1v. And Mr. Anderſon, in his declaration from Scindia's 
camp, of the 4th of January, 1782, did alſo, at the defire of Mr. 

© Haſtings, depoſe 2 not on oath) concerning a converſation 
| aid Haſtings (but mentioning neither tung 
nor place where the ſame was held) in which converſation, after 
I reciting the allegations of the ſaid Haſtings, relative to ſeveral par- 
ticulars of the delay and backwardneſs of the Rajah in paying the 
& aforeſaid extra demand, and his reſolution to exact from the Rajah 
«« a conſiderable ſum of money to the relief of the Company's 
| «© exigencies,” he proceeds in the following words; -** That if he 
(che Rajah) conſented, you (the ſaid Warren Haſtings) wers 
© << defirousof eftabliſhing his poſſe/tons on the moſt permanent and eligible 
© <* footing ; but, if he refuſed, you had it in your power 
large ſum for the Company, by accepting an offer 'whic 
been made for his diſtricts by the Vizier.” And the ſaid An- 
derſon, in the declaration aforeſaid, made at the l: of the ſaid - 


as. follows: N 


That you told me you had communicated our deſigns to Mr. 
Wheler (his only remaining colleague) and I believe, but I do 
not poſitively recolle&, you ſaid he concurred in them.” But 
no trace of any ſuch communication or concurrence did, at the 
time referred to, or at any time ever after, appear on the conſulta- 
tions, as it ought to have done; and the ſaid Haſtings 
for having omitted to enter and record the proceeding. 
"Ef faid Wheler did alſo declare, but a confiderable time after the date 
of the converſations aforeſaid, that on the eve of the Governor 
"<< General's departure, the ſaid Haſtings had told him, that the 
F< < Rajah's offences (not ſtating what offences, he having paid up 
all the demands, ordinary and extraordinary) were. declared to 
require early puniſhment, and as his wealth was great, and the 
„ It was thought a meaſure of 8 
rom him a large pecuniary mul& for 
their relief, The ſum to which the Governor declared his reſo- 
"IE << lation to extend the fine, was forty or fifty lacks ; his ability to 
pay it, was ſtated as a fact that could not admit of a doubt; 
and the two alternatives, on which the Governor declared him- 
“ ſelf to have reſolved, were, to the beſt of my recollection, either 
ba removal from his Zemindary entirely; or, by taking imme- 
LE << diate poſſeſſion of all his forts, to obtain out of the 
poſited in them the above ſum for the Company. 


is criminal, 
That the 


treaſure de- 


1 


the time of 
the converſation aforeſaid, is ſtated to be on the eve of the Go- 
= vernor's departure, and then ſaid to be confidential; nor is it ſaid 
or infinuated that he knew, or ever heard thereof, at a more early 
period ; though it appears by Major Palmer's affidavit, that the 
deſign of taking not four er five, but abſolutely five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds from the Rajah, was communicated to him as early as 


declarations 
of 
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of the ſaid Wheler, he did ever caſually or officially approve of 
the meaſure ; which long concealment and late communication, 
time not being allowed to his colleague to conſider the nature and 
conſequences of ſuch a project, or to adviſe any precaution concern- 
ing the ſame, is a high miſdemeanor. e 
XVI. That the faid Haſtings, having formed a reſolution to ex- 
ecute one of the three violent and arbitrary reſolutions aforeſaid ; 
namely, to ſell the Company's ſovereignty over Benares to the Na- 
bob of Oude; or to diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of his territories ; or to 
ſeize upon his forts, and to plunder them of the treaſure therein 
contained, to the amount of four or five hundred thouſand pounds; 
did reje& the offer of two hundred thouſand pounds, tendered by 
the ſaid "Rajah for his redemption from the injuries which he had 
diſcovered that the ſaid Haſtings had clandeſtinely medita: ed againſt 
him; although the ſum aforeſaid would have been a conſiderable 
and ſeaſonabſe acquiſition at that time; the ſaid Haſtings being 
determined, at a critical period, to riſk the exiſtence of the Britiſh ' 
empire, rather than to fail in the gratification of his revenge againit 
the ſaid Rajah. © | jr een 
XVII. That the firſt of his three inſtituted projects, namely, the 
depriving the Rajah of his territories, was by himſelf conſidered as 
a meaſure likely to be productive of much odium to the Britiſh 
Government ; he having declared, whatever opinions he might 
entertain of its Juſtice, ** That it would have an appearance of 
% ſeverity ; and might furniſh grounds unfavourable to the credit of 
© our government, and to his own reputation, from the natural influ- 
«cence which every 24 of rigour, exerciſed in the perſons of men 
in elevated /ituations, is apt to impreſs on thoſe who are too re- 
* mote from the ſcene of action to judge, by any evidence of the 
«« facts themſelves, of their morives or propriety.” And the ſe- 
cond attempt, the ſum of money which he aimed at, by attacking 
the fortreſſes of the Rajah, and plundering them of the treaſure Þ 
ſuppoſed to be there ſecured, beſides the obvious uncertainty of 
acquiring what was thus fought, would be liable to the ſame impu- 
tations with the former. And with regard to the third project, 
namely, the fale of the Company's ſovereignty to the Nabob f 
Oade, and his having actually received propoſals for the ſame, it 
was an high offence to the Company, as preſuming, without their 
authority or conſent, to put up to ſale their ſovereign rights; and 
particularly, to put them up to ſale to that very perſon, againſt 
whom the independence of the ſaid Province had been declared by 
the Governor General and Council to be neceſſary, as a barrier, 
for the ſecurity of the other provinces, in caſe of a future rupture 
with him. It was an heinous injury to the ſaid Rajah, to attempt 
to Cee his relation without his conſent, eſpecially on account of 
the perſon to whom he was to be made over for money, by reaſon 
of the known enmity ſubſiſting between his family and that of the 
Nabob, who was to be the purchaſer ; and it was a grievous out- 
rage on the innocent inhabitants of the Zemindary of Benares, to 
5 oſe putting them under a perſon long before deſcribed by him- 
elf, to the Court of Directors, to want the qualities of the 
„head and heart requiſite for his ſtation ;* and in a letter ow 
| | > ed. 
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the Britiſh reſident at Oude, tranſmitted to the ſaid Court, repre- 
ſents him to have wholly loſt, by his oppreſions, the confidence 
« and affections of his own ſubjeQs;? and whoſe diſtreſſes, and 
the known diſorders in his goveroment, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
attribute ſolely to his own bad conduct and evil character: admit- 
ting alſo, in a letter written to Edward Wheler, Eſq; and tranſ- 
| mitted to the Court of Directors, “that many circumſtances did 
„ favour ſuſpicion of his (the ſaid Nabob's) fidelity to the Engliſh 
1 intereſt, the Nabob being ſurrounded by men baſe in their cha- 
"IE << raters, and improvident in their underſtandings, his favourites 
and his companions of his looſer hours. Theſe had every cauſe 


to dread the effect of my influence on theirs ;. and both theſe, 


and the relations of the family, whoſe views of conſequence and 
wer were intercepted by our participation in the adminiſtration 
| of his affairs, entertained a mortal hatred to our nation, and 
that in caſe the Nabob, by him deſcribed in 
on making ſuch purchaſe, ſhould continue to obſerve the terms o 
his father's original covenants and engagements with the Rajah, 
and ſhould pay the Company the only tribute which he could law- 
fully exact from the ſaid Rajah ; it was impoſſible that he could, 
for the mere naked and unprofitable rights of a ſovereignty para- 
mount, afford to offer ſo great a ſum as the Rajah did offer to the 
& ſaid Haſtings, for his redemption from oppreſſion. Such an acqui- 
"3X ſition to the Nabob (while he kept his faith) could not poſſibly be 
of any advantage whatever to him; and that therefore, if a great 
ſum was to be paid by the Nabob of Oude, it mult be for the pur- 
poſe of oppreſſion, and violation of public faith, to be perpetrated _ 
in the perſon of the ſaid Nabob, to an extent and in a manner, 
which the ſaid Haſtings was then apprehenſive he could not juſtify 
te the Court of Directors, as his own perſonal act. 0 


1 


avowed it.“ And the ſaid tings was well aware, 
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Expulſion of the Rajah of Benares. 


L © Khanh the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being reſolved on the 
| ruin of the Rajah aforeſaid, as a preliminary ſtep thereto 
did, againſt the expreſs orders of the Court of Directors, remove 
Francis Fowke, Eſquire, the Company's reſident at the city of 
Benares, without any complaint, or pretence of complaint what- 
ſoever, but merely on his own declaration, that he muſt have, as a 
refident at Benares, a perſon of his own ſpecial and perſonal nomi- 
nation and confidence, and not a man of the Company's nomina- 
tion ; and in the place of the ſaid Francis Fowke, thus illegally 
diveſted of his office, did appoint thereto another ſervant of the 
Company of his own choice. | 


II. That ſoon after he had removed the Company's reſident, he 


repared for a journey to the upper eee and particularly to 
—— in order to execute the wicked and perfidious deſigns by 
him before meditated and contrived; and although he did commu- 
nicate his purpoſe privately to ſuch perſons as he thought fit to 


entruſt therewith, he did not enter any thing on the conſultationss 
1 : | ; 


to that purpoſe, or record the principles, real or pretended, on 
which he had reſolved to act, nor did he ſtate any guilt in the Rajah 
which he intended to puniſh, or charge him, the ſaid Rajah, with 
entertaining any hoſtile intentions, the effects of which were to be 
prevented by any ftrong meaſure ; but on the contrary, he did in- 
duftriouſly conceal bis real deſigns from the Court of Directors, 
and did fallaciouſly enter on the conſultations a minute declaratory 
of purpoſes wholly different therefrom, and which ſuppoſed nothing 
more than an amicable adjuſtment, founded on the treaties between 
the Company and the Rajah, inveſting himſelf by his ſaid mi- 
nute with“ full power and authority to form ſuch arrangements 
% avith the Rajah of Benares, for the better government and 
** management of his Zemindary, and to perform ſuch acts for 
the improvement of the intereſt which the Company poſſeſſes in 
* 1t, as he ſhall think ft and conſonant to the mutual engagements 
t /ub/efting between the Company and the Raj ab;“ and for this and 
other purpoſes he did inveſt himſelf with the whole power of the 
Council, giving to himſelf an authority, as if his acts had been 
the acts of the Council itſelf ; which, though a power of a 
dangerous, unwarrantable, and illegal extent, yet does plainly 
imply the following limits, namely, that the acts done ſhould be 
arranged with the Rajah, that is, with his conſent; and, ſecondly. 
That they ſhould be conſonant to the actual engagements between 


the parties; and nothing appears in the minute conferring the ſaid - 


power, which did expreſs or imply any authority for re _ 
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II. 
Rajah of his government, or ſelling the ſovereignty thereof to his 
hereditary enemy, or for the plunder of his fort treaſures. _ 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having formed the plans aforeſaid 
for the ruin of the Rajah, did ſet out on a journey to the city of 
Benares with a great train, but with a yery ſmall force, not much 
exceeding fix companies of regular black ſoldiers, to perpetrate 
ſome of the unjuſt and violent acts by him meditated and reſolved 
on: And the ſaid Haſtings was met, according to the uſage of 
diſtinguiſhed perſons in that country, by the Rajah of Benares 
he with a very great attendance, both in boats and one ſhore, which 
10 attendance he did apparently intend as a mark of honour and ob- 
we ſervance to the place and perſon of the ſaid Haſtings, but which 
of the ſaid Haſtings did afterwards groundleſsly and maliciouſly repre- 
at- ſent as an indication of a deſign upon his life ; and the ſaid Rajah 
sa came into the pinnace in which the ſaid Haſtings was carried, and 
ni- in a lowly and ſuppliant manner, alone, and without any guard or 
la- attendance whatſoever, entreated his favour; and being received 
ly with great ſternneſs and arrogance, he did put his turban in the +4 : 
he of the ſaid Haſtings, thereby ſignifying, that he abandoned nis life 
and fortune to his diſpoſal, and then departed ; the ſaid Haſtings. 
he not apprehending, nor having any reaſon to apprehend, any vio- 
to lence whatſoever to his perſon. | 
by IV. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the utmoſt ſecurity, and freedom 
u- from apprehenſion, did purſue his journey, and did arrive at the 
to city of es on the 14th of Auguſt, 1781, ſome hours before 
ns 1 the Rajah, who, ſoon after his arrival, intended to pay him a viſit 
on of honour and reſpect at his quarters, but was by the ſaid Haſtings 
ah rudely and inſolently forbid, until he ſhould receive his permiſſion. . 
th And the ſaid Haſtings, although he had previouſly determined on 
be the ruin of the ſaid Rajah, in order to afford ſome colour of regu- 
8. larity and juſtice to his proceedings, did, en the day after his 
rs, arrival, that is, on the 15th day of Auguſt, 1781, ſend to the 
ry == Rajah a charge in writing,. which, though informal and irregular, 
ng may be reduced to four articles, two general, and two more parti- 
en cular. The firſt of the general being, That he, (the. Rajah). 
TU 7 had, by the means of his ſecret agents, endeavoured to excite 
pil ** diforders in the government on which he depended ;?* the ſecond, 
ad „That he had ſuffered the daily perpetration of robberies and 
"WM ** murders, even in the ſtreets of Benares, to the great and public 
* *« ſcandal of the Engliſh name.“ 
3 V. That it appears, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of 
10 an high offence, contrary to the fundamental principles of juſtice, 
bh in the ſaid mode of charging miſdemeanors, without any ſpecifica- 
en tion of perſon, or place, or time, or act, or any offer of ſpeciſica- 
" tion or proofs by which the party charged may be enabled to refute 
ly ſhe ſame, in order to unjuſtly load his reputation, and to prejudice | 
4 um with regard to the articles more clearly ſpecified. 135 
75 VI. That the two ſpecified articles relate to certain delays: The 
* firſt, with regard to the payment of the ſums of money unjuſtly 
id extorted as aforeſaid; and the ſecond, the non- compliance with a 
he requriition of cavalry; which non-compliance the ſaid Haſtings 
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(even if the ſaid charges had been founded) did fllely, and _In 
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contradiction to all law, affirm and maintain (in his accuſation 


- againſt the Rajah, and addrefling himſelf to him) to amount to 


„% a direct charge of diſſaffection and z»fidelity: to the government 
* on which you depend.” And further proceeded. as follows: 
J therefore judged it proper to ſtate them, (the ſaid charges) 


thus fully to-you in writing, and to reguire your anſwer; and 


« this | expect immediately.” That the ſaid Haſtings ſtating his 
tended facts to amount to a charge of the nature (as he would 
ve it underſtood) of high treaſon; and 7herefore, calling for an 
immediate anſwer, did walfully act againſt the rules of natural 
juſtice, which requires that a convenient time ſhould be given to 
anſwer, proportioned to the greatneſs of the offence alledged, and 
the heavy penalt.es which attend it; and when he did arrogate to 
himſelf a right both to charge and to judge in his own perſon, 
he ought to have allowed the Rajah full opportunity for conferring 
with his Miniſters, his Doctors of Law, and his Accountants, on 
the facts charged, and on the criminality inferred in the ſaid accu- 
fation of diſloyalty and diſaffection, or offences of that quality. 
VII. That the ſaid Raj ah did, under the preſſure of the diſ- 
advantages aforeſaid, deliver in, upon the very evening of the day 
of the charge, a full, complete, and ſpecific anſwer to the two arti- 


cles therein ſpecified; and did alledge, and offer proof, that the 


whole of the extraordinary demands of the ſaid Haſtings had been 


actually long before paid and diſcharged; and did ſtate a proper 


defence with regard to the cavalry, even ſuppoſing him bound 
(when he was not bound) to furnich any. And the ſaid Rajah did 


make a direct denial of the truth of the two general articles, and 


did explain himſelf on the ſame in as ſatisfactory a manner, and as 
fully as their nature could permit; offering to enter into immediate 
trial of the points in iſſue between him and the ſaid Haſtings, in 


- the remarkable words following: My enemies, with a view to 


„% my ruin, have made falſe repreſentations to you. Now that, 
% happily for me, you have yourſelf arrived at this place, you will 
4 be able to aſcertain all the circumſtances; firſt, relative to the 
«© horſe; ſecondly, to my people going to Calcutta; and, third- 
«« ly, the dates of the receipts of the particular ſums above-men- 
*« tioned. You will then know whether I have amuſed you with a 
«« falſe repreſentation, or made a juſt report to you.” And in the 
faid anſwer the ſaid Rajah complained, but in the moſt modeſt 


terms, of an injury to him of the moſt dangerous and criminal na- 


ture in tranſactions of ſuch moment, namely, his not receiving any 
anſwer to his letters and petitions ; and concluded in the following 


words: I have never ſwerved in the ſmalleſt degree from my 


* duty to you. It remains with you to decide on all theſe mat- 
«© ters. I am in every caſe your flave. What is juſt I have re- 
„ preſented to you. May your proſperity increaſe !”? 

VIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound, by the effen- 
tial principles of natural juſtice, to attend to the claim made by 
the Rajah to a fair and impartial trial and enquiry into the matter 
of accuſation brought er him by the ſaid Haſtings, at a time 
and place which furniſhed all proper materials, and the preſence of 
all neceſſary witneſſes; but the ſaid Haltings, inſtead of inftituting, 
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the ſaid enquiry, and granting trial, did receive an humble requeſt 
for juſtice from a great prince as a freſh offence, and as a perſonal 
inſult to himſelf; and did conceive a violent paſſion of anger, and 


a ſtrong reſentment thereat, declaring, that he did conſider the ſaid | 


anſwer as not only unſatis factory in ſubſtance; but offenſive in ſtyle: 
«« This anſwer you will perceive to be not only unſatisfactory in 
4 ſubſtance, but offenſive in ſtyle; and leſs a vindication of him- 
„ ſelf, than a recrimination on me. It expreſſes no concern for 
4 the cauſes of complaint contained in my letter, or deſire to atone 
« for them, nor the ſmalleit intention to purſue a different line of 
« conduct: An anſwer covched nearly iz terms of - defiance to re- 
«« quilitions of ſo ſerious a nature, I could not but conſider as a 
4 ſtrong indication of that ſpirit of independency which the Rajah has 
«« for iome years paſt aſſumed, and of which indeed I had early 
% obſerved other manifeſt ſymptoms, both before and from the in- 
« {tant of my arrival.” — Which repreſentation is altogether, and 
in all parts thereof, groundleſs and injurious; as the ſubſtance of 
the anſwer is a Juſtification proper to be pleaded, and the ſtyle, if 
in any thing exceptionable, it is in its extreme humility, reſulting 
rather from an unmanly and abject ſpirit, than from any thing of 
an offenſive liberty; but being received as diſreſpectful by the ſaid 
Haſtings, it abundantiy indicates the tyrannical arrogance of the 
ſaid Haſtings, and the depreſſion into which the natives are ſunk 
under the Britiſh Government. TT | 5 

IX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, pretending to hare been 
much alarmed at the offenſive language of the ſaid Rajah's defence, 
and at certain appearances of independency which he had obſerved; 
not only on former occaſions, . but ſince his arrival at Benares (where 
he had been but little more than one day) and which appearances 
he never has ſpecified in any one inſtance, did aſſert that he con- 
ceived himſelf indiſpenſably obliged to adopt ſome deciſive plan; 
and without any further enquiry or conſultation (which appears) 
with any perſon, did, at ten o'clock of the very night on which he 
received the before-mentioned full and ſatisfactory, as well as ſub- 
miſſive anſwer, ſend an order to the Britiſh Reſident (then being a 
public Miniſter repreſenting the Britiſh Government at the Court 
of the ſaid Rajah, and as ſuch bound by the law of nations to re- 
ſpe& the Prince at whoſe Court he was reſident, and not to at- 
tempt any thing againſt his perſon or ſtate; and who ought not 
therefore to have been choſen by the ſaid Haſtings, and compelled 
to ſerve in that buſineſs) that he ſhould on the next morning arreſt 
the ſaid Prince in his palace, and keep him in his cuſtody until 
further orders; which ſaid order being conceived in the moſt pe- 
remptory terms, the Rajah was put under arreit, with a guard of 
about 30 orderly Sepoys, with their ſwords drawn: And the parti- 
culars thereof were reported to him as follows: - 


«« Honourable Sir, 


« this morning, in obedience to your orders of laſt night, pro- 
ceeded with a few of my orderlies, accompanied by Lieutenant 
Stalker, to Shewalla Ghaut, the preſent reſidence of 'Rajah | 
28 8 J «© Cheit 


1 
; 


dejection at the outrage and diſhonoar he had ſuffered in the eyes 


<< there be for him to be dealt with in this way ?”? 


a a perſon to explain particulars; and deſiring him “' to ſet his mind 
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„ Cheit Sing, and acquainted him, it was your pleaſure he ſhould 
« conſider himſelf in arreſt; that he ſhould order his people to 
% behave in a quiet and orderly manner, for that any attempt 7 
« reſcue him would be attended with hi own deſtruction. The Rajah 
«© ſubmitted quietly to the arreſt, and aſſured me, that whatever were 
% your orders, he was ready implicitly to obey : He hoped that 
you would allow him a /#6//tence; but as for his Zemindary, his 
*© forts, and his treaſure, he was ready to lay them at your feet, and 
* bis lift if required. He expreſſed himſelf much hurt at the igno- 
% miny which he affirmed muſt be the conſequence of his conhne- 
« ment; and entreated me to return to you with the foregoing ſub- 
* miflion, hoping that you would make allowances for Kia youth 
% and inexperience, and in conſideration of his father's name re- 
“ leaſe him from his confinement, as ſoon as he ſhould prove the 
*« ſincerity of his offers, and himſelf deſerving of your compaſſion 
4 and forgiveneſs.” 1 | 

X. That a further order was given, that every ſervant of the 
Rajah's ſhould be diſarmed, and a certain number only left to at- 
tend him, under a ftrit watch. In a quarter of an hour after this 
converſation, two companies of grenadier Sepoys were ſent to the 
Rajah's palace by the ſaid Haſtings ; and the Rajah being diſmayed 
by this unex d-and unprovoked treatment, wrote two ſhort let- 
ters or petitions to the ſaid Haſtings, under the greateſt apparent 


of his ſubjects, all impriſonment of perſons of rank being held in 
that country as a mark of indelible infamy, and he alſo in all pro- 
bability conſidering his impriſonment as a prelude to the taking a- 
way his life; and in the firſt of the ſaid petitions he did expreſs 
himſelf in this manner: Whatever may be your pleaſure, do it 
* with your own hands, I am your ſlave. What occaſion can there 
«* be for a guard!” And in the other, my honour was beſtowed 
% upon me by your Highneſs. It depends on you alone to take a- 
% way, or not to take away the country out of my hands. In caſe 
4c my honour is not left to me, how ſhall I be equal to the buſineſs 
* of the government? whoever, with his hands in a ſupplicating 
e poſture, is ready with his life and property, what neceſſity can 


XI. That according to the ſaid Haſtings's narrative of this tranſ- 
action, he, (the ſaid Haſtings) on account of the apparent deſpon- 
dency in which theſe letters were written, thought it neceſſary to 
« give him /ome encouragement ;?” and therefore wrote him a note 
of a few lines, careleſsly and haughtily expreſſed, and little calcu- 
lated to relieve him from his uneafineſs, promiſing to ſend to him 


« at reſt, and not to conceive any terror or apprehenfion.? To 
which an anſwer of great humility and dejection was received. 
XII. That the report of the Rajah's arreſt did cauſe a great 
alarm in the city, in the ſuburbs of which the Rajah's palace is 
fituated, and in the adjacent country. The people were filled with 
diſmay and anger at the outrage and indignity offered to a prince 
under whoſe government they enjoyed much eaſe and happinefs. 


Under theſe circumſtances the Rajah deſired leave to perform his 
| I | ablutions ; 


* 
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formed that ceremony on the ſpot. This he did. And ſoon after 
ſome of the people, who, now began to ſurround the palace in con- 
ſiderable numbers, attempting to force their way into the palace, a 
Britiſh" officer commanding the guard upon the Rajah ſtruck one of 
them with his ſword. The people grew more and more irritated ; 
but a meſſage being ſent from the Rajah to appeaſe them, they 
continued, on this interpoſition, for a while quiet. Then the 
| Rajah retired to a ſort of ſtone pavilion or baſtion, to perform his 
devotions, the guard of Sepoys attending him in this act of reli- 
ion. In the mean time a perſon of the meaneſt ſtation, called a 
Chubdar, at beſt anſwering to our common Beadle or Tipſtaff, 
was ſent with a meſſage (of What nature does not appear) from Mr. 

| Haſtings or the reſident, to the prince under arreſt; and this baſe 
8 perſon, without regard to the rank of the priſoner, or to his then 
W occupation, :ddreſfed him in a rude, boiſterous manner, “ paſſi- 
| © onately and . (as the ſaid Rajah has without con- 
tradition aſſerted) ** and reviling him with a loud voice, gave both 
W << him and his people the vileſt abuſe;“ and the manner and mat- 
ter beiny obſervable and audible to the multitude, divided only by 
an open ſtone lattice from the ſcene within; and a firing com- 
W menced from without the palace; on which the Rajah again inter- 
& poſed, and did what in Kim lay to ſuppreſs the tumult, until an 
Engliſh officer, ſtriking him with his ſword, and wounding him 

on the hand, the people no longer kept any meaſures, but broke 
| through the incloſure of the palace. The inſolent Tipftaff was firſt 
cut down, and the multitude falling upon the Sepoys and the Engliſh 
i officers, the whole, or nearly the whole, were cut to pieces ; the 
ſoldiers having been ordered to that ſervice without any charges for 
cheir pieces. And in this tumult the Rajah, being juſtly. fearful 
of falling into the hands of the ſaid Haſtings, did make his eſcape 
over the walls of his palace, by means of” rope, formed of his 
turban tied together, into a boat upon the river, and from thence 
into a place of ſecurity ; abandoning many of his family to the diſ- 
cretion of the ſaid Haſtings,” who did cauſe the ſaid palace to be oc- 
| PRs by a company of ſoldiers, after the flight of the Rajah. 
III. That the Rajah, as ſoon as he had arrived at a place of 
refuge, did, on the very day of his flight, ſend a ſuppliant letter 
es the ſaid Haſtings, filled with expreſſions of concern (affirmed by 
he ſaid Haſtings to be ſlight expreſſions) for what had happened, 
nnd profeſſions (ſaid by the ſaid Haſtings to be indifinite and un- 
= applied) of fidelity: But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, though 3 
by his duty to hear the ſaid Rajah, and to prevent extremities i 
poffible, being filled with inſolence and malice, did not think it 
3 ing of him to make any reply to it; and that he thought he 


C becomin 


ordered the beater of the letter to be told that it required none. 
XIV. That this letter of ſubmiſſion having been received, the 
ſaid Rajah, not diſcouraged or provoked from uſing every attempt 
cards peace and reconciliation, did again apply, on the very 
norning following, to Rickard Johnſon, Eſquire, for his interpo- 
4 fition, ut to no purpoſe ;' and did likewiſe, with as little effect, 
0 end a meſſage to Cantũ Babi, — ſteward and confidential * 


— 
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of the ſaid Haſtings, which was afterwards reduced into writing, 
* to exculpate himſelf from any concern in what had paſſed,. an 
% to profeſs his obedience to his ai (Haſtings's) iz whatever way 
e he ſhould dictate. But the ſaid Haſtings, for ſeveral falſe and 
contradictory reaſons by him aſſigned, did not take any advantage 
of the ſaid opening, attributing the ſame to artifice, in order to 
gain time; but, inſtead of accepting the ſaid ſubmiſſions, he did 
reſolve upon flight from the city of Benares, and did ſuddenly fly 
therefrom in great confuſion. 8 ; 00 
XV. That the ſaid Haſtings did perſevere in his reſolutions not 
to liſten to any ſubmiſſion, or offer of accommodation whatſoever, *' 
though ſeveral were afterwards made, through almoſt every perſon 
who might be ſuppoſed to have influence with him, but did cauſe 
the Rajah's troops to be attacked and fallen upon, though they 
only acted on the defenſive (as the Rajah has without contradiction 
aſſerted) and thereby, and by his preceding refuſal of propoſitions 
of the ſame nature, and by other his perfidious, unjuſt, and ty- 
rannical acts, by him perpetrated and done, and by his total im- 
providence in not taking one rational ſecurity whatſoever againſt 
the inevitable conſequences of thoſe acts, did make himſelf guilty ' 
of all the mutual flaughter and devaſtation which enſued, as well 
as, in his opinion, of the imminent danger of the total ſubverſion 2 
of the Britiſh power in India, by the riſque of his own perſon, 
which he aſſerts that it did run; as alſo, that it ought not to be 
« thought he attributed too much conſequence to his perſonal 
«« ſafety, when he ſuppoſed the fate of the Britiſh empire in India ̃ 
1% connected with it; and that, mean as its ſubſtance may be, its I 
« accidental qualities were equivalent to thoſe which, like the "WF... 
1% characters of a Talifman in the Arabian Mythology, formed 
«© the M ence of the ſtate itſelf, repreſentation, title, and the 
, eftimate of the public opinion. That had he fallen, ſuch a ſtroke 
e would be univerſally conſidered as deciſive of the national fate. 
% Every ſtate round it would have ſtarted into arms againſt it; and 
« every ſubject of its own dominion would, according to their ſeveral . 
©« abilities, have become its enemy.” And that he knew, and has Wc: 
declared, that though the ſaid ſtroke was not ſtruck, that great 
conyulſions did actually enſue from his proceedings. That half 
«© the province of Oude was in a ſtate of as complete rebellion as : 
© that of Benares;” and that invaſions, tumults, and inſurrec- 
tions, were occaſioned thereby in various other parts. 1 
XVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had collected his 


forces from all parts, did, with little difficulty or bloodſhed, ſubp-. - 
ſequent to that time, on the part of his troops, and in a few days, . b 
entirely reduce the ſaid 2 of Benares: and did, after the . th 
ſaid ſhort, and little-reſfiſted hoſtility, in cold blood, iſſue an order . b. 
for burning a certain town, in which he accuſed the people at large nn 

of having killed, upon what provocation he knows not, certain 
wounded Sepoys who were priſoners ; which orders, being generally , „ 
given, when it was his duty to have made ſome enquiry concerning 


the particular offenders, but which he did never make or cauſe to 4 3d of 
be made, was cruel, inhuman, and tended to the deſtruction 2 be ſ⸗ 
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devaſtation, did cauſe the loſs of two months of the collections. 
XVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only refuſe the 
ſubmiſſions of the ſaid Rajah, which were frequently repeated 
through various perſons after he had left Benares, and even after 
= the defeat of certain of the Company's forces, but did proſcribe and 
except him from the pardons which he iſſued after he had ſatisfied 
| his vengeance on the province of Benares. En | 

| XVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſend to a certain 


pines rarer bY. _ 
the revenues of the Company; and that this, and other acts of 


XX caftle called Bidgigur, the reſidence of a perſon of high rank, called 
pauna, the mother of the Rajah of Benares, with whom his wife, a 
| ZE woman deſcribed by the ſaid Haſtings to be of an amiable cha- 
> RE < ratter;” and all the other women of the Rajah's family, and the 
/ FE curviyors of the family of his father Bulwant Sing, a body of troops 
. to diſpoſſeſs them of her ſaid reſidence, and to ſeize upon her money 
: and effects, although ſhe did not ſtand, even by himſelf, accyſed of 
; any offence whatſoever ; pretending, but not proving, and not at- 
„tempting to prove, then nor ſince, that the treaſures therein con- 
t 2G tained were the property of the Rajah, and not her own; and did, 
„nin order to ſtimulate the Britiſh ſoldiery to rapine and outrage, iſſue 
Il do them ſeveral barbarous orders, contrary to the practice of civi- 
n lized nations, relative to their property, moveable and immove- 
> able, attended with unworthy and unbecoming menaees, highly 
e i offenſive to the manners of the eaſt, and the particular reſpect there 
al paid to the female ſex ; which letters and orders, as well as the let- 
ͥ ters which he had received from the officers concerned, the faid 
ts Haſtings did unlawfully ſuppreſs, until forced, by the diſputes be- 
ec teen Lim and the ſaid officers, to diſcover the ſame ; ad the ſaid 
d orders are as follow: | | | 
ie l am this inftant favoured with your's of yeſterday. Mine of 
xe F< the ſame date (22d October 1781) has before this time acquaint- 
e. ed you with my reſolutions and ſentiments reſpecting the Rannee 
ad << (the mother of the Rajah Cheit Sing) I think every demand the 
a4! has made to you, except that of ſafety and reſpect for her perſon, 
as g is unreaſonable. If the reports brought to me are true, your re- 
at ; Jecting ber offers, or any negociations with her, would ſoon obtain 
alf you poſſeſſion of the fort upon your own terms. I apprehend 
as g that ſhe will contrive /o defraud the captors of a confrderable. part 
c- ] „be booty, by being ſufferet to retire without examination. But this 

„pour confideration, and not mine. I Gould be very ſorry that your 
his. i © officers and ſoldiers oft ANY PART of the reward to which they ' 
b- “ are /o well entitled; but I cannot make any objection, as you muſt 
YS: de the beſt judge of the expediency of the promiſed indulgence to 
the “ the Rannee. What you have engaged for, I will certainly ratify; - 


der | 3 but as to permitting the Rannee to hold the Purgunnah of Hur- 
rge “ luk, or any other in the Zemindary, without being ſubject to 
Ain 1 


* to it.“ And in another letter to the ſame perſon, dated Benares 


the ſaid woman of diſtinction ſhould be allowed to evacuate the place, 


i am 


- 


the authority of the Zemindar, or any lands whatever, or indie 
, making any conditions with her for a proviſion, I will never conjent 


; 2 zd of November 1781, in which he the ſaid Haſtings conſents that 
aq to receive protection, he 9 himſelf as follows: I 
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_ « ſage, the fort of Bidgigur, with the treaſure and effects lodged 


ture to incur them; and it is for this reaſon I _ a dependence 


my remembrance the former diſorders which aroſe in our army from 
© this ſource, and ad almoſt proved Fatal to it. | Of this circum- 
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f am willing to grant her now the ſame conditions to which I at 
firſt conſented ; provided that ſhe delivers into your poſſeſſion, 
„ within twenty-four hours from the time of receiving your meſ- 
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<< therein by Cheit Sing, or any of his adherents, with the reſerve 
« only, as above-mentioned, of ſuch articles as you Hall think ne- 
«« ceſſary to her ſex and condition, or as you ſhall be diſpoſed of your- 
elf to indulge her with. If the complies, as I expect ſhe will, it 
„ will be your part to ſecure the fort, and the property it contains, 
e for the benefit of yourſelf and detachment. I have only further to 
«© requeſt that you will grant an eſcort, if Panna ſhould require it, 
* to conduct her here, or wherever ſhe may chooſe to retire to. 
«© But ſhould ſhe refuſe to execute the promiſe ſhe has made, or de- 
* lay it beyond the term of 24 hours, it is my poſitive injunRion that 
you immediately put a ſtop to any further intercourſe or negocia- 
« tion with her, and on no pretext renew it. If ſhe diſappoints er 
*< 7rifies with me, after I have ſubjeted my Duan to the diſgrace 
of returning ineffectually, and of courſe myſelf to diſcredit, I 
«© ſhall conſider it as a wanton affront and indignity which I can never 
«« forgive, nor will I grant her any conditions whatever, but leave 
«© herexpoſed to thoſe dangers which ſhe has choſen to riſque, rather 
than truſt to the clemency and generoſity of our government. I 
<< think be cannot be ignorant of theſe conſequences, and will not ven- 


LO 
* 


«© on her offers, and have conſented to ſend my Duan to her.“ | 
XIX. That the caſtle aforeſaid being ſurrendered upon terms of 
ſafety, and on expreſs condition of not attempting to ſearch their 
2 the woman of rank aforeſaid, her female relations, and 
male dependants, to the number of three hundred, beſides children, 
evacuated the ſaid caſtle; but the ſpirit of rapacity being excited 
by the letters and other proceedings of the ſaid Haſtings, the capi- 
tulation was ſhamefully and outrageouſly broken, and in deſpite of 
the endeavours of the commanding officer, the ſaid woman of high = 
condition, and her female dependants, friends, and ſervants, were n 
plundered of the effects they carried with them, and which were te 
reſerved to them in the capitulation of their fortreſs, and in their 8 
2 were otherwiſe rudely and inhumanly dealt with, by the 
icentious followers of the camp; for which outrages, repreſented de 
to the ſaid Haſtings with great concern by the commanding officer, 
Major Popham, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did afterwards recommend ⁵ 
a late and fruitleſs redreſs. | 8 Ink i AS 
XX. That the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, in exciting Pc 
the hopes of the military, by declaring them well entitled to 1he ur 
plunder of the fortreſs aforeſaid, the reſidence of the mother and 
other women of the Rajah of Benares, and by wiſhing the troops to B, 
ſecure the ſame for their own benefit, did adviſe and act in diret 
contradiction to the orders of the Court of Directors, and to his Rm 2: 
own opinion of his public duty, as well as to the truth and reality 141 
thereof; he having ſome years before entered in writing the de- 
claratiog which follows: The very idea of prize money ſuggeſts to 3 18 
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M of that very territory of Benares ; an 


4 (not upon oath) was made by a native woman of diſtinction, whole 
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« ſtance you mult be ſufficiently apprized, and of the neceſſity for 
« diſcouraging every expectation of this kind amongſt the troops 
« jt is th be avoided like poiſon. The bad effects of a ſimilar meaſure 
c« were but too plainly felt in a former period, and our honourable 
< maſters did not fail on that occaſion to reprobate with their cen- 
« ſure, in the maſt ſevere terms, a practice which they regarded 
4 2< the ſource of infinite evils ; and which, if eſtabliſhed, would 
ain their judgment neceſſarily bring corruption and ruin on their 
army.“ r WW a PE THT 
7. XXI That the ſaid Haſtings, after he had given the licence 

W aforeſaid, and that in conſequence thereof the booty found in the 
== caftle, to the amount of 23, 27, 813 current rupees, was diſtributed 
among the ſoldiers employed in its reduction, the faid Haſtings did 
We retract his declaration of right, and his permiſſion to the ſoldiers to 
appropriate to themſelves the plunder, and endeavoured by various 
WS devices and artifices to explain the ſame away, and to recover the 


* ſpoil aforeſaid for the uſe of the Company ; and wholly failing in 


W his attempts to reſume, - by a breach of faith with the ſoldiers, what 
he had unlawfully diſpoſed of by a breach of duty to his conſti- 
W tuents, he attempted to obtain the ſame as a loan, in which at- 
W tempt he alſo failed; and the aforeſaid money being the only part 


1 4 of the treaſures belonging to the Rajab, or any of his family, that 
had been found, he was altogether fruſtrated in the acquiſition of 


every part of that diſhonourable object, which alone he pretended 
to and purſued through a long ſeries of acts of injuſtice, inhumanity, 
oppreſſion, violence, and bloodſhed, at the hazard of his perſon 
and reputation, and, in his own opinion, at the riſk of the total 
W ſubverſion of the Britiſh empire. 88 
XXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the commiſſion of 
the offences aforeſaid, being well aware that he ſhould be called to 
an account for the ſame, did, by the evil counſel and agency of 
Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, His Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, who was 
then out of the limits of his juriſdiction, cauſe to be taken at Be- 
W nares, before or by the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, and through the in- 
Fries: bat of a certain pri- 
vate Interpreter of his, the ſaid Haſtings's own appointment, and 
a dependant on him, called Major Davy, ſeveral declarations and 
W& depoſitions by natives of Hindoſtan, and did alſo cauſe to be taken 
before the ſaid Sir Elijah Impey, ſeveral atteſtations in Engliſh, 
made by Britiſh ſubjects, and which were afterwards tranſmitted to 
Calcutta, and laid before the Council General, ſome of which de- 
W poſitions were upon oath, ſome upon honour, and others neither 
upon oath nor konour, but all or moſt of which were of an irregu- 
lar and irrelevant nature, and not fit or decent to be taken by a. 
Britiſh magiſtrate, or to be tranſmitted to a Britiſh government, 


7 XXIII. That one of the ſaid atteſtations 78 not on oath) was 


made by a principal Miniſter of the Nabob of Oude, to whom the 
ſaid Haſtings had ſome time before propoſe to ſell the ſovereignty 
that one other atteſtation 


ſon he, the ſaid Haſtings, did actually promote to the government 


ef benares, vacated by the unjuſt expullion of the Raj — 
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and who in her depoſition did declare, that ſhe conſidered the ex- 
pelled Rajah as her enemy ; and that he never did confer with her, 
or ſuffer her to be acquainted with any of his deſigns. EP 
XXIV. That beſides the depoſitions of perſons intereſted in the 
ruin of the Rajah, others were made by perſons who then received 
penſions from him the ſaid Haſtings; and ſeveral of the affidavits 
were made by perſons of mean condition, and ſo wholly illiterate 
as not to be able to write their names. | 1 5 5 
XXV. That he, the ſaid Haſtings, did alſo cauſe to be exa. 
mined, by various proofs and eſſays, the reſult of which was de- 
hrered in upon honour, the quality of certain military ſtores, taken 
by the Britiſh troops from the ſaid Rajah of Benares; and upon 
the report that the ſame were of a good quality, and executed b 
perſons converſant in the making of good military ſtores, althou 4 $2 
the cannon was ſtated by the ſame authority to be bad, he, the REY 
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id Warren Haſtings, from the report aforeſaid, did malicjouſly, We 1 

and contrary to the principles of natural and legal reaſon, infer * 

that the inſurrection which had been razſed by his own violence and t 
Y oppreſſion, and rendered for a time ſucceſsful by his own improvi- 2 O! 


dence, was the conſequence of a premeditated deſign to overturn 
the Pritich empire in India, and to exterminate therefrom the Bri- 
tiſh nation; which deſign, if it had been true, the ſaid Haſtings n. 
might have known, or rationally copjeRered, and ought to have 
rovided againſt. And if the ſaid Haſtings had receiyed any cre- 
Eble information of ſuch deſign, it was his duty to lay the fame ac 
before the Council Board, and to ſtate the ſame to the Rajah when ee 
- he was in a condition to have given an anſwer thereto, or to obſerve 
ereon ; and not, after he had proſcribed and driven him from his 
dominions, to have enquired into offences to juſtify the previous 
jofliftion of puniſhment, | | . i i i 
XXVI, That it does not appear, that in taking the ſaid depoſitions 
there was any perſon preſent on the part of the Rajah, to object to the 
competence or credibility, or relevancy of any of the ſaid affidavits, 
or other atteſtations, or to account, otherwiſe than as the ſaid # 
deponents did account, for any of the facts therein ſtated ; nor 
were any copies thereof ſent to the ſaid Rajah, although the Com- | 
pany had a Minifter at the place of his refidence, namely, in the 
camp of the Maratta Chief Scindia, ſo as to enable him to tranſ- 
mit to the Company any matters which might indyce or enable 
them to do juſtice to the injured Prince aforeſaid, And it does | 
not appear, that the ſaid Haſtings has ever produced any witneſs, „ 
letter, or other document, tending to prove that the ſaid Rajah Ruin 
ever did carry on any hoſtile negociation whateyer with any of W.. 
thoſe powers, with whom he was charged with a conſpiracy againſt . f 
the Company, previous to the period of the ſaid Haſtings's having 
arreſted him in bis palace, although he the ſaid Haſtings had vari- 
ous agents at the Courts of all thoſe princes ; and that a late prin -- * 
ci agent and near relation of a miniſter of one of them, the Ra- 
jah of Berar, called Benaram Pundit, was, at the time of the tu- 
mult at Benares, actually with the ſaid Haſtings ; and the ſai 
Benaram Pundit was by him highly applauded for his zeal and 
fidelity, and was therefore by him rewarded with a large penſion, 
R nnn 8 
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| on thoſe very revenues which he had taken from the Rajah Cheir 
Sing z and if ſuch a conſpiracy had previouſly exiſted, the Ma- 
| ratta Miniſter aforeſaid. muſt have known, and would have at- 


KY teſted it. . | 


— on pn ERA. R ; 
a 8 r 5 han ot bo. Yo f : 
2 ͤ KKK 
; 


M | Rajah of Benares, and of depoſing him did not believe him guilty 
9 3 premeditated project for driving the Engliſh out of India, 


; really guilty of any other great offence ; becauſe he has cauſed it to 


ET him exatted, he would ſettle his Zemindary upon him on the 

= -- moſt eligible footing: Whereas, if he had conceived him to 
have entertained traiterous defigns againſt the Company, from 
nom he held his tributary eſtate, or had been otherwiſe guilty of 
ſuch enormous offences as to make it neceſſary to take extraordinary 
"RE methods for coercing him, it would not have been proper for him 


42 W or. any other territory, upon the moſt eligible, or upon any other 
W footing whatever; whereby the ſaid Haſtings has by his own ſtating 


not as a puniſhment for crimes, but that the crimes pretended, fer 

the purpoſe of exacting money. | | 

= XXVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to juſtify the 

Eats of violence aforeſaid to the Court of Directors, did aſſert cer- 
tain falſe facts, known by him to be ſuch, and did draw from them 

certain falſe and dangerous inferences, utterly ſubverſive of the 


India, contrary to the principles of all juit government, and highly 
diſhonourable to that of Great Britain; namely, that the Rajah 
a fer of the Zemindary in 1775, were not to be underſtood to bear 
the quality and force of a treaty upon optional conditions be- 


being nothing more than a common Zemindar and mere ſubject, 


| 1 and the Company holding the acknowledged rights of his former 
5 ſovereign, held an abſolute authority over him; that in the 


known relations of Zemindar to the ſovereign authority or power 


. delegated by it, he owed a perſonal allegiance, and an implicit 
and unreſerved obedience: to that authority, at the forfeiture of 
his Zemindary, and even of his life and property.” Whereas 
he faid Haſtings did. well know, that whether the payment from 


the inſtruments by which he held might have been, he did not con- 
der him as 2 common Zemindar or Landholder, but as far inde- 
| pendent as a tributary Prince could be; for he did aſbgn as a rea- 
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XXVII. That it appears, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at che 
. A.. that he fornied his elign of ſeizing upon the treaſures of the 


with which he afterwards thought fit to charge him, or that he was 


be depoſed, that if the faid Rajah ſhould pay the ſum of money by 


kj to ſettle upon ſuch a traitor and criminal the Zemindary of Benares, 


demonſtrated, that the money intended to have been exacted, was 


Wrights of the Princes and ſubjects dependent on the Britiſh nation in 


of Benares was not a vaſſal or tributary Prince; and that the 
#* deeds which paſſed between him and the Board, upon the tranſ- 


© tween equal ſtates ;. that the payments to be made by him were 
not a tribute, but a rent; and that the inſtruments by which 

his territories were conveyed to him, did not differ from com- 
mon grants to Zemindars, who were merely ſubjeQs ; but that 


[the Rajah were called rent or tribute, having been frequently by 
himſelf called the one and the other, and 3 of — 74 
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ſon for receiving his rent rather within the Company's province 


than in his own capital, that it would not fruftrate the intention 


« of rendering the Rajah independent; that if a reſident was ap- 
« pointed to receive the money as it became due at Benares, ſuch 


« 2 reſident would unavoidably acquire an influence over the Ra- 


* jah and over his country, which would in effect render him the 
c maſter of both; that this conſequence might not, perhaps, be 


* brought completely to paſs without a ſtruggle, and many ap- 


4c peals to the Council, which, in a government conſtituted like 
« this, cannot fail to terminate againſt the Rajah, and by the 


* conſtruction to which his oppoſition to the agent would be 
4 liable, might eventually draw on him ſevere reſtrictions, and 
* end in reducing him to the mean and depraved ſtate of a Ze- 


- CE mindar.” | 


XXIX. And the ſaid Haſtings, in the ſaid minute of conſulta- 
tion, having enumerated the frauds, embezzlements, and oppreſ- 


fions which would enſue from the Rajah's being in the dependent 


ſtate aforeſaid ; and having obviated all apprehenſions from giving 
to him the implied ſymbols of dominion, did aſſert, that with- 
* out ſuch appearance, he would expe& from every change of 
% government additional demands to be made upon him; and 
© would of courſe deſcend to all the arts of intrigue and conceal- 
© ment practiſed by other dependent Rajahs, which would keep 
« him indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to the 
«© Company. But that by proper encouragement and protection, 
« he might prove a profitable dependent, an uſeful barrier, and 
< even à powerful ally to the Company; but that he would be 


. neither, if the conditions of his connection with the Company 
were left open to future variations.” 


XXX. That if the fact had been true, that the Rajah of Benares 


was merely an eminent Landholder, or any other ſubject, the 
wicked and dangerous doQrine aforeſaid ; namely, that he owed a 
perſonal allegiance, and an implicit and unreſerved obedience to 


the ſovereign authority, at the forfeiture of his Zemindary, and 
even of his life and property, at the diſcretion of thoſe who held, 


or fully repreſented, the ſovereign authority, doth leave ſecurity 


neither for life nor property to any perſons reſiding under the Com- 


pany's protection; and that no ſuch powers, nor an 1 of 


khat nature, had been delegated to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by 
any proviſions of the Act of Parliament apointing a Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal. | 
XXXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo advance another 


dangerous and pernicious principle, in juſtification of his violent, 


arbitrary, and iniquitous aftings aforeſaid ; namely, that if he 
< had ated with an unwarrantable rigour, and even injuſtice to- 
<< wards Cheit Sing, yet, firſt, if he did believe that extraordinary 


** means were neceſſary, and thoſe exerted with a ſtrong hand, to 
* preſerve the Company's intereſts from finking under the accu- 
** mulated weight that oppreſſed them; or, ſecondly, if he ſaw a 


© political neceſſity for curbing the overgrown' power of a great 


member of their dominion, and to make it contribute to the 


4 relief 
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« relief of their preſſing exigencies ; that his error would be ex- 


© cuſable, as prompted by an exceſs of zeal for their (the Com- 
*© pany's) intereſt, operating with too ſtrong a bias on his judg- 


«© ment;—but that much ſtronger is the preſumption that ſuch __ 


4 acts are founded on juſt principles, than that they are the reſult of 
« a miſguided judgment.“ That the ſaid doctrines are, in both 
the members thereof, ſubverſive of all the principles of juſt govern- 
ment, by empowering a Governor with delegated authority in the 
firſt caſe, on his own private S lief concerning the neceſſities of the 
State, not to levy an impartial and equal rate of taxation ſuitable 
to the circumſtance of the ſeveral members of the community, but 
to ſelect any individual from the ſame as an object of arbitrary and 
unmeaſured impoſition ; and, in the ſecond caſe, enabling the ſame 


Governor, on the ſame arbitrary principles, to determine whoſe 


property ſhould be conſidered as overgrown, and to. reduce the 
ſame at his pleaſure. e 1 e 
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. 
Second Revolution in Benares. 


FH A T the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had, in the 
manner aforeſaid, unjuſtly and violently expelled the Rajah 
Cheit Sing, the Lord or Zemindar of Benares, from his ſaid Lord- 
ſhip or Zemindary, did, of his own mere uſurped authority, and 


without any communication with the other members of the Council 


of Calcutta, appoint another perſon, of the name of Mehip Nar- 
rain, a deſcendant by the mother from the late Rajah Bulwant 
Sing, to the government of Benares; and, on account or pretence 


of his youth and inexperience (the ſaid — Narrain not being 


above twenty years old) did appoint his father 
his repreſentative or adminiſtrator of his affairs; but did give a 


urbege Sing to act 


controlling authority to the Britiſh Reſident over both, notwith- 
ſtanding his declarations before-mentioned of the miſchiefs likely 
to happen to the ſaid country from the eſtabliſhment of a Reſident, 
and his opinion ſince declared, in a letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated from this very place (Benares) the iſt of October, 1784, to 
the ſame or ſtronger effect, in caſe ** agents are ſent into the 
*© country, and armed with authority for the purpoſes of vengeance 
5, and corruption, for to no other wil they be applied. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſame uſurped. 
authority, entirely ſet aſide all the agreements made between the 


late Rajah and the Company "_ were real agreements with the 
State of Benares, in the perſon of the Lord or Prince thereof, and 
his heirs ;) and without any form or trial, inquiſition, or other 
legal proceſs, for forfeiture of the privileges of the- people to be 


governed by Magiſtrates of their own, and according to their natural 


laws, cuſtoms, and uſages, did, contrary to the ſaid agreement, 
ſeparate the mint and the criminal juſtice from the ſaid govern- 
ment, and did veſt the mint in the Britiſh Reſident, and the crimi- 
nal juſtice in a Mahommedan native of his own appointment: and 
did enhance the tribute to be paid from the province from 250,0001. 
annually, limited by treaty, or thereabouts, to three hundred and 
thirty thouſand pounds for the firſt year, and to four hundred thou- 
fand for every year after ; and did compel the adminiſtrator afore- 
ſaid (father to the Rajah) to agree to the ſame; and did, by the 
ſame uſurped authority, illegally impoſe, and cauſe to be levied, 
ſundry injudicious and oppreflive duties on goods and merchandize, 
which did greatly impair the trade of the province, and threaten 


the utter ruin thereof; and did charge ſeveral penſions on the ſaid - 


revenues, of his own mere authority; and did ſend and keep up 


various bodies of the Company's troops in the ſaid country ; and 


did perform ſundry other a&s, with regard to the ſaid territory, in 
e total 
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total ſubverſion” of the rights of the ſovereign and the people, and 


in violation of the treaties and agreements aforeſaid. 75 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings being abſent, on account of 
ill health, from the preſidency of Calcutta, at a place called Nia 
Serai, about forty miles diſtant therefrom, did carry on a ſecret 
correfpondence with the Reſident at Benares, and, under colour 
that the inſtalments for the new rent or tribute were in arrear, did, 


of his own authority, make, in about one year, a ſecond revolu- 


tion in the government of the territory aforeſaid; and did order 
and direct that Durbege Sing aforeſaid, father of the Rajah, and 


admigiſtrator of his authority, ſhould be deprived of his office and 


of his lands, and thrown into priſon ; and did threaten him with 
death ; although he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had, at the time 


of the making his new arrangement, declared himſelf ſenſible that 
the rent aforeſaid might require abatement ; although he was well 
apprized that the adminiſtrator had been for two months of his ad- 


miniſtration in a weak and languid ſtate of body, and wholly in- 
capable of attending to the buſineſs of the collections; though a 
conſiderable drought had prevailed in the ſaid province, and did 
.conſequently affect the regularity and produce of the collections; 
and though he had other ſufficient 2 to believe that the ſaid 
adminiſtrator had not himſelf received from the collectors of govern- 


ment, and the cultivators of the ſoil, the rent in arrear; yet he, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any known proceſs, or recording 
any anſwer, defence, plea, exculpation, or apology from the party, 
or recording any other grounds of rigour againſt him, except the 


following 1 of a letter from the Reſident, not only gave 
the order as aforeſaid, but did afterwards, without laying any other 


or better ground before the Council General, perſuade them to, 


and did procure from them, a confirmation of the aforeſaid cruel 


and illegal proceedings, the correſpondence concerning which had 
not been before communicated : He pleaded his illneſs for not 
communicating the ſame, though that illneſs did not prevent him 
from carrying on correſpondence concerning the depoſition of the 
ſaid adminiftration, and other important affairs in various places. 
That in the letter to the Council, requiring the confirmation 
of his acts aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only pro- 
ſe the confinement of the ſaid adminiſtrator at Benares, although. 
his impriſonment he muſt have been in a great, meaſure diſabled 
from recovering the balances due to him, and for the non-payment 


of which he was thus impriſoned, but did propoſe as an alterna- 


tive his impriſonment at a remote fortreſs, out of the ſaid terri- 
tory, and in the Company's provinces, called Chunar; deſiring 
them to direct the Reſident at Benares to exact from Baboo Dub- 
«< bitzee Sing every rupee of the collections which it ſhall appear 
„that he has made, and not brought to account; and either to 
«« confine him at Benares, or to ſend him a priſoner to Chunar, 
sand to keep him in confinement until he ſhall have diſcharged 
the whole of the amount due from him.” And the ſaid War- 
ren any did aſſign motives of paſſion and perſonal reſentment 
for the ſaid unjuſt and rigorous proceedings, as follows: I feel 


<© myſelf, and may be allowed on ſuch an -occaſion to acknow- 


7 


48 n tern 0; ren. 


« ledge it, perſonally hurt at the ingratitude of this man, and at 
the diſcredit which his ill conduct has thrown on my appoint- 
«© ment of him. He has deceived me; he has offended againſt the 
„ government which I then repreſented.”” And, as a further rea- 
fon for depriving him of his Jaghire (or ſalary out of land) he did 
inſinuate in the ſaid letter, but without giving or offering any proof, 
«© that the ſaid Rajah had been guilty of little and mean peculations, 
re although the appointments aſſigned to him had been ſufficient to 
« free him from the temptations thereto.” | 1 85 5 
That it appears, as it might naturally have been expected, 
that the wife of the ſaid adminiſtrator, the daughter of Bulwant 
Sing the late Rajah of Benares, and her ſon the reigning Rajah, 
did oppoſe, to the beſt of their power, but by what remonſtrances, 
or upon what plea, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never inform the 
Court of Directors, the depoſition, impriſonment, and confiſcation 
of the eſtates of the huſband of the one, and the father of the other ; 
but that the ſaid Haſtings, perfiſting in his malice, did declare to 
the ſaid Council as follows: The oppoſition made by the Rajah 
«© and the old Rannee, both equally incapable of judging for zhem- 
«© ſelves, do certainly originate from ſome ſecret influence, which 
% ought to be checked by a decided and peremptory declaration of 
** the authority of the Board, and a denunciation of their diſplea- 
“ ſure at their preſumption.” ODS ? 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not ſatisfied with the inju- 
ries done, and the inſults and diſgraces offered, to the family afore- 
faid, did, in a manner unparalleled, except by an act of his own - 
on another occaſion, fraudulently and inhumanly endeavour to make 
the wife and ſon of the ſaid adminiſtrator, contrary to the ſenti- 
ments and the law of nature, the initraments of his oppreſſions; 
_ directing, ** that if they (the mother and fon aforeſaid) could be 
« induced to yield the appearance of a cheerful acquieſcence in the 
«© new arrangements, and to adopt it as a meaſure formed with their 
« participation, it would be better than that it ſhould be done by 
a declared act of compulſion, but that at all events it ought to 
6 be done.”? | . | 
That, in conſequence of the preſſing declarations aforeſaid, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did. on his ſpecial recommen- 
dation appoint, in oppoſition to the wiſhes and deſires of the 
- Rajah and his mother, another perſon to the adminiſtration of his 
affairs, called Jagher Deo Seo. | 1 
That the Company having ſent expreſs orders for the ſend- 
ing the Reſident by them before appointed to Benares, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did ſtrongly oppoſe himſelf to the ſame; and did 
throw upon the perſon appointed by the Company (Francis Fowke, 
Eſquire) ſeveral ſtrong but unſpecified reflections and aſperſions, 
contrary to the duty he owed to the Company, and to the juſtice 
he owed to all its ſervants. 5 8 | RG 
That the ſaid Reſident being appointed by the votes of the 
reſt of the Council, in obedience to the reiterated orders of the 
Company, and in deſpite. of the oppoſition of the ſaid Haſtings, 
did proceed to Benares ; and on the repreſentation of the parties, 
and the ſubmiſſion of the accounts of the aforeſajd Durbitzee ging 
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to an arbitrator, did find him, the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, in debt to 
the Company for a ſum not conſiderable enough to juſtify the ſevere 
treatment of the ſaid Durbitzee Sing: His wife and ſon complain- 
ing, at or about the ſame time, that the balances due to him from _ 
the Aumils, or ſub-colleQors, had been received by the new ad- 
mĩniſtrator, and carried to his own credit, in prejudice and wrong 


to the ſaid Durbitzee Sing; which repreſentation, the only one that 
has been tranſmitted on the part of the ſaid ſufferers, has not been 


contradicted. ä | 
That it appears that the ſaid Durbitzee Sing did afterwards' 


go to Calcutta, for the redreſs of his grievances ; and that it does 
not appear that the ſame were redreſſed, or even his complaints 


heard, but he received two peremptory orders from the Supreme 


Council to leave the ſaid city, and to return to Benares : That on 
his return to Benares, and being there met by Warren Haſtings. 


| aforeſaid, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, although he had reaſon to 


be well aſſured that the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, was in poſſeſſion of 


fmall or no ſubſtance, did again cruelly and inhumanly, and with- 


out any legal authority, order the ſaid Durbitzee Sing to be ſtrictly 
1 : And the ſaid Durbitzee Sing, in conſequence of the 
vexations, hardſhips, and oppreſſions aforeſaid, died in a ſhort time 


after inſolvent ; but whether in priſon or not, does not appear. 
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Third Revolution in Benares. 


HA the faid Warren Haſtings having, in the manner 
before recited, diveſted Durbege Sing of the adminiſtration 
of the province of Benares, did, of his own arbitrary will and 


pleaſure, and againſt the remonſtrances of the Rajah and his mo- 


ther (in whoſe name and in whoſe right the ſaid Durbege Sing, 
father of the one and huſband of the other, had adminiſtered the 
affairs of the government) appoint a perſon, called Jagher Deo 
Sheo, to admmiſter the ſame. a 

That the new adminiſtrator, warned by the ſevere example made of 


| his predeceflor, is repreſented by the ſaid Warren Haſtings as hav- 


ing made it his avowed principle (as it might be expected it 


4 ſhould be) that the ſum fixed for the revenue au be collected.“ 


And he did, upon the principle. aforeſaid, and by the means ſug- 
geſted by a principle of that fort, accordingly levy from the country, 
and did regularly diſcharge to the Britiſh reſident at Benares, by 
monthly payments, the ſums impoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


as it is aſſerted by the reſident Fowke ; but the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings did aſſert, that his annual collections did not amount to more 
than Lack 37,37,000, or thereabouts, which he ſays is much ſhort 


of the revenues of the province, and is by about.twenty-four thou- 


land pounds ſhort of his agreement. 
That it further appears, that notwithſtanding the new admini- 


ſtrator aforeſaid was appointed two months, or thereabouts, after 


the beginning of the Fuſeli year, that is to ſay, about the middle 
of November, 1782, and the former adminiftrator had collected a 
certain portion of the revenues of that year, amounting to 17,0001. 
and upwards ; yet he, the ſaid new adminiſtrator, upon the unjuſt 


and deſtructive principle aforeſaid, ſuggeſted by the cruel and vio- 


tent proceedings of the ſaid Warren Haſtings towards his prede- 
ceſſor, did levy on the province, within the ſaid year, the whole 
amount of the revenues to be collected, in addition to the ſum col- 
leted by his predeceſſor aforeſaid. | 

That, on account of a great drought which prevailed in the 
province aforeſaid, a remiſſion of certain duties in grain was pro- 


poſed by the chief criminal judge at Benares ; but the adminiſtrator _ 


aforeſaid, being fearful that the revenue ſhould fall ſhort in his 
hands, did ftrenuouſly oppoſe himſelf to the neceſſary relief to the 
inhabitants of the ſaid city. | N 

That notwithſtanding the cantonment of ſeveral bodies of the 
Company's troops within the province, ſince the abolition of the 
native government, it became ſubject in a particular manner to the 


depredations of the Rajahs upon the borders; inſomuch that in one 
| 5 c . quarter 
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== quarter no fewer than thirty villages had been ſacked and burned, 
1 and the inhabitants reduced to the molt extreme diſtreſs. 
4 That the reſident, in his letter to the Board at Calcutta, 
did repreſent that the collection of the revenue was become very 
difficalt; and, r e beg drought, did aſſign for a cauie 
difficulty the following: | 12 | 
3 — is alſo one fund which, in former years, was often 
applied in this country to remedy temporary inconveniences in 
4 the revenue, and which in the preſent year does not exiſt. This 
« was the private fortunes of merchants and ſhroffs (bankers) reſi- 
4 dent in Benares, from whom aumils (collectors) of credit could 
<< obtain temporary loans, to ſatisfy the immediate calls of the 
XF <- Rajah. Theſe ſums, which uſed to circulate between the aumil 
and the merchant, have been turned into a different channel, by 
<< hills of exchange to defray the expences of government, both on 
«c the weſt coaſt of India, and alſo at Madras.” To which repre- 
ſentation it does not appear that any anſwer was given, or that any 
mode of redreſs was adopted in conſequence thereof, „ 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having paſſed through the 
province of Benares (Gauzipore) in his progreſs towards Oude, 
did, in a letter, dated from the city of Lucknow, the 2d of April, 
1784, give to the Council Board at Calcutta an account (highly 
diſhonourable to the Britiſh government) of the effect of the ar- 
ragements made by himſelf in the years 1781 and 1782, in the 
words following: Having contrived, by making forced ſtages, 
„ while the troops, of my efcort marched at the ordinary rate, ta 
% make a ſtay of five days at Benares, I was thereby furniſhe& + 
«© with the means of acquiring ſome knowledge of the ſtate of the 
« province, which I am anxious to communicate to you. Indeed 
«© the enquiry, which was in @ great degree obtruded upon me, af- 
<< fected me with very mortifying reflections, on my inability to 
F apply it to any uſeful purpoſe. From the confines of Buxar to 
«© Benares, I was followed and fatigued by the clamours of the diſ- 
* contented inhabitants. It was what I expected in a degree, 
<< becauſe it is rare, that the exerciſe of authority ſhould prove 
ſatisfactory to all who are the objects of it. The diſtreſſes which 
were produced by the long continued drought, unavoidably 
*« tended to heighten the general diſcontent ; yet I have reaſon 1 
% fear, that the cauſe exifted principally in a defective, if not a car- 
„ rupt and oppreſſive, adminiſtration.” * Of a multitude of peti- 
tions which were preſented to me, and of which I took minutes, 
every one, that did not relate to a perſonal grievance, contained 
e the repreſentation. of one and the ſame ſpecies of oppreſſion, 
* which is in its nature, of an influence moſt fatal to the future 
cultivation. The practice to which I allude is this: it is afirm- 
<< ed, that the aumils and renters exact, from the proprietors of 
the actual harveſt, a large increaſe in kind on their flipulated. 
rent; that is, from thole, who hold their potta by the tenure of 
„paying one half of the produce of the crops, either tbe whole, 
without ſubterfuge, or a large proportion of it by a falſe meaſure- 
nent, or other pretexts; and from thoſe, whoſe engagements 
<« are for a fixt rent in money, the half, or a greater pgs | 
| 4 | „ taken 
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taken in lind. This is in effect a tax upon the induſtry of the 

inhabitants; ſince there is ſcarce a field of grain in the province, 
1 might ſay not one, which has not been preſerved by the inceſſant 
labour of the cultivator, by digging wells for their ſupply, of 

watering them from the wells of maſonry with which their coun- 
try abounds, or from the 1 tanks, rivers, and nul- 
lahs. The people who impoſed on themſelves this voluntary and 
extraordinary labour, and not unattended with expence, did it 
on the expectation of reaping the _ of it; and it is certain, 
they would not have done it, if they had known that their 
rulers, from wwhom they were entitled to an indemnification, would 
take from them what they had ſo hardly earned. If the ſame 
adminiſtration continues, and the country ſhall again labour 


under a want of rain, every field will be abandoned, the revenue 
fail, and thouſands periſh „ want of ſubfiſtence; for who 


will labour for the /o/e benefit of others, and to make himſelf the 
ſubje& of exaction? Theſe practices are to be imputed to the 
Naib himſelf: [the adminiſtrator forced by: the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings on the preſent Rajah of Benares.] The avowed principle 
on which he acts, and which he acknowledged to myſelf, is, that 
the <vhole ſum fixed for the revenue of the province uf? be col- 
ledded; and that, for this purpoſe, the deficiency ariſing in 
places where the crops have failed, or which have been lefr un- 
cultivated, muſt be ſupplied from the reſources of others, where 
the ſoil has been better ſuited to the ſeaſon, or the induſtry of 


the cultivators hath been more ſucceſsfully exerted : a principle, 


which, however ſpecious and plauſible it may at firſt appear, 
certainly tends to the moſt pernicious and deſtructiue conſequences. 
1f this declaration of the Naib had been made only to myſel 

might have doubted my conſtruction of it; but it was repeate 

by him to Mr. Anderſon, who underſtood it exactly in the ſame . 
ſenſe. In the management of the cuſtoms, the conduct of the 
Naib, or of the officer under him, was forced alſo upon my at- 


' tention. - The exorbitant rates exatted by an arbitrary valuation of 


the goods; the practice of exacting duties tabice on the ſame 
goods, firſt from the ſeller, and afterwards from the buyer ; and 
the vexations, diſputes, and delays, drawn on the merchants by 

theſe oppreſſions, were loudly complained of: and ſome inſtances 
of this kind were ſaid to exiſt at the very time I was at Benares. 


Under ſuch circumſtances, we are not to wonder, if the mer- 
chants of foreign countries are diſcouraged from reſorting to 
Benares, and if the commerce of that province ſhould annually 


decay. Other evils, or imputed evils, have accidentally come 
to my knowledge, which I will not now particularize; as I 
hope that, with the affiſtance of the reſident, they may be in part 
corrected. One evil I muſt mention, becauſe it has been veri- 
fied by my own obſervation, and is of that kind which reflects 
an unmerited reproach on our general and national character. 
When I was at Buxar, the reſident, at my deſire, enjoined the 
Naib to appoint creditable people to every town, through which 
our route lay, to perſuade and encourage the inhabitants to 


remain in their kouſes, promiſing to give them guards as I ap- 


proached, 
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<< proached, and they required it for their protection; and that he 


«© might perceive how earneit I was for his obſervation of this pre- 
« caution, I repeated it to him in perſon, and diſmiſſed him, that 
*« he might precede me for that purpoſe. But, to my great diſap- 


«© pointment, I found every place, torough which I paſſed, aban- 


« doned; nor had there been a man left in any of them for their pro- 
„ /2ion, I am ſorry to add, that, from Buxar to the oppoſite 


«© boundary, I have ſeen nothing but traces of complete devaſtation in 
«© every village 3 whether cauſed by the followers of the troops, which 
« have lately paſſed, for their natural relief, and 1 know not whether 
<c my own may not have had their ſhare, or from the apprehenſions 
« of the inhabitants left to themſelves, and of themſelves deſerting 
« their houſes. 1 wiſh to acquit my own countrymen of the 
de blame of theſe unfavourable appearances, and in my own heart 
] do acquit them; for at one encampment, a crowd of people 
«© came to me, complaining that their new Aumil (collectur) on the 


« approach of any military detachment, himſelf firſt fled from the place 


<< and the inhabitants, having no ene to whom they could apply for 


« redreſs, or for the repreſentation of their grievances, and being thus 


« remedileſs, fled alſo; ſo that their houſes and effects became a prey 


«© ta any perſon who choje to plunder them. The general concluſion 
<c appeared to me an inevitable conſequence from ſuch a ſtate of 
«« facts; and my own ſenſes bore teſtimony to it in this ſpecific 
«« inſtance: nor do I know how it is poſlible for any officer com- 
% manding a military party, how attentive ſoever he may be to the 
«« diſcipline and forbdearance of his people, to prevent diſorders, 
aßen there is neither op poſition to hinder, nor evidence to detect them. 
« "Theſe, and many other irregularicies, I impute /o/zly to the 
«& Naib, and recommend his inſtant removal. 

I cannot help remarking, that except the city of Benares, the 
% province is in effect without a government. The adminiſtration of 
* the province is miſconducted, aud the people upprefſed, trade di- 
« couraged, and the revenue in danger of a. rapid decline, from the 
% ozolent appropriation of its means.” | 25 | ; 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend to the coun- 
eil, for a remedy of the diſorders and calamities which had a- 
riſen from his own acts, diſpoſitions, and appointments, that the 


_ adminiſtrator aforeſaid ſhould be inſtantly removed from his office; 


attributing the aforeſaid “ irregularities and many others, ſolely to 


«« him;”” although on his own repreſentation, it does appear that 


he was the ſole cauſe of the irregularities therein deſcribed : neither 


does it appear that the adminiſtrator, ſo by the ſaid Haſtings nomi- 
nated and removed, was properly charged and called to anſwer for 
the ſaid recited irregularities, or for the many others not recited, but 
attributed ſolely to him ; nor has any plea or excuſe from him been- 


. tranſmitted to the Board, or to the Court of Directors: but he 


was, at the inſtance of the ſaid Haſtings, deprived of his ſaid office, 
contrary to the principles of natural juſtice, in a violent and arbi- 


trary manner; which proceeding, combined with the example made 


of his predeceſſor, muſt neceſſarily leave to the perſon, who ſhould: 
ſucceed to the ſaid office, no diſtinct principle upon which he might 
a | V 1 act 
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act with ſafety. But in comparing the conſequences of the two de- 
liaquencies charged, the failure of the payment of the revenues 
(from whatever cauſe it may ariſe) is more likely to be avoided than 
any ſevere courſe towards the inhabitants; as the former fault was, 
befides the deprivation of office, attended with two impriſonments, 


with a menace of death, and an actual death, in diſgrace, poverty, 


and inſolvency; whereas the latter, namely the oppreſſion, and 
thereby the total ruin of the country, charged on the ſecond admi- 
niſtrator, was only followed by a loſs of office ; although he, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, did further aſſert (but with what truth does 
not appear) that the collection of the laſt adminiſtrator had fallen 
much ſhort of the revenue of the province. h 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf was ſenfible that the 
frequent changes by him made would much diſorder the manage- 
ment of the revenues, and ſeemed defirous of concealing his inten- 
tions concerning the laſt change until the time of its execution. 
Yet it appears by a letter from the Britiſh reſident dated the 23d of 
une 1784, „that a very ſtrong report prevailed at Benares of his 
«© (the ſaid Haſtings's) intentions of appointing a new Naib for the 
« approaching year; and that the effect, which the prevalence of 
* ſuch an idea amongſt the aumils would probably have on the 
„% cultivation at this particular time. The heavy Mofuſſil Kiſts 
4 (harveſt inſtalments) have now been collected by the aumils; 
ce the ſeaſon of tillage is arrived; the ryots (country farmers) muſt 
« be indulged, and even aſſiſted by advances; and the aumil muſt 
6 look for his returns in the abundance of the crop, the con/equency 
< of this early attention to the cultivation. The effect is evident 
t ewhich the report of a change in the firſt officer of the revenue muſt 
te have on the minds of the aumils, by leaving them at an uncertainty 
« of what they have in future to expect; and, in proportion to the 
t degree of this uncertainty, their efforts and expences in promot- 
ce ing the cultivation will be languid and ſparing. ON 
«« In compliance with the Naib's requeſt, I have written to all 
te the aumils, encouraging and ordering them to attend to the cul- 
«« tivation of their reſpective diſtricts. But I conceive I ſhould be 
«« able to promote this very deſirable intention much more effectual- 
« ly, if you will honour me with the communication of your in- 
te tentions on this ſubject. At the ſame time I cannot help juſt re- 
«« marking, that, if a change is intended, the ſooner it takes 
«© place, the more the bad effects I have deſcribed will be obviated.“ 
That the Council, having received the propoſition for the 
removal of the adminiſtrator aforeſaid, did alſo in a letter to him 
(the ſaid Haſtings) condemn the frequent changes by him made in 
the adminiſtration of the collections of Benares; but did conſent 
to ſuch alterations as might be made without encroaching on the 
rights eftabliſhed by his (the ſaid Haſtings's) agreement in the year 


1781, and did deſire him to tranſmit to them his plan for a new 


adminiſtration, | | | 
That the ſaid Haſtings did tranſmit a plan, which, notwith- 


ſtanding the evils which had happened from the former frequent 


changes, he did propoſe as a temporary expedient for the * 
9 mn 
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Y tion of the revenues of the ſaid province: in which no proviſion was 
made for the reduction or remiſſion of revenue, as exigences might 
require; or for the extraction of the circulating ſpecie from the 
ſaid province; or for the ſupply of the neceſſary advances for cul- 
tivation; nor for the removal or prevention of any of the grievances 
by him before complained of, other than an inſpection by the reſi- 
dent and the chief criminal magiſtrate of Benares, and other regula- 
tions equally void of effect and N and which plan Mr. 
Stables, one of the ſupreme Council, did altogether reje& ; but the 
ſame was approved of, as à temporary expedient, with ſome ex- 
ceptions, by 'two other Members of the Board, Mr. Wheler and 
Mr. Macpherſon, declaring the /aid Warren Haſtings re/ponfible for 
the temporary expediency of the ſame. 7 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the plan afotefaid, - hav- 
ing ſtrongly objected to the appointment of any European collectors, 
that is to ſay, of any European ſervants of the Company being 
concerned in the ſame, declaring that there had been ſufficient ex- 
perience of the ill effects of their being ſo employed in the province 
of Bengal ; by which the ſaid Haſtings did eicher, in looſe and ge- 
neral terms, convey a falſe imputation upon the conduct of the 
Company's ſervants employed in the collection of the revenues of 
Bengal; or he was guilty of a criminal neglect of duty, in not 
bringing to puniſhment the particular perſons, whoſe evil practices 
had given riſe to ſuch a general imputation on Britiſh ſubjects and 
_ ſervants of the Company, as to render them unfit for. ſervice in 

other places, | | | | 

That the faid Warren Haſtings having, in the courſe of 
three years, made three complete revolutions in the ſtate of Be- 
nares, by expelling, in the firſt inſtance, the lawful and rightful 
| governor of the ſame, under whoſe care and ſuperintendance a large 
and certain revenue, ſuitable to the abilities of the country, and 
conſiſtent with its proſperity, was paid with the greateſt punctuality; 
and by afterwards diſplacing two effective governors or adminiſtra- 
tors of the province, appointed in ſucceſſion by himſelf; and, in 
conſequence of the ſaid appointments, and violent and arbitrary 
removals, the ſaid province being left in effect without a govern- 
«© ment,” except in one city only; and having, after all, ſettled 
no more than a temporary arrangement; is guilty of an high crime 
and miſdemeanor, in the deſtruction of the country aforeſaid. | 


- 
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No. IV. 


PRENCESSES os OU DE. 
J. HAT the reigning Nabob of Oude, commonly called 
SW Aſoph ul Dowla (fon and ſucceſſor to Shuja ul Dowla) by i 
taking into, or continuing in his pay, certain bodies of regular 
Britiſh troops, and by having afterwards admitted the Britiſh Re- 
fident at his Court into the management of all his affairs, foreign 
and domeſtic, and particularly into the adminiſtration of his finances, 
did gradually become, in ſubſtance and effect, as well as in general 
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repute and eſtimation, a dependent on, or vaſſal of, the Eaſt India i 


Company; and was, and is, ſo much under the controul of the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, that, in the opinion 
of all the native powers, the Engliſh name and character is con- 
cerned in every act of his Government. i 

II. That Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, contrary to law, and to his 
duty, and in diſobedience to the orders of the Eaſt India Company, 
arrogating to himſelf the nomination of the Reſident at the Court 
of Oude, as his particular agent and repreſentative, and rejecting 
the Reſident appointed by the Company, and obtruding upon them 
_ a perſon of his own choice, did, from that time, render himſelf in 

a particular manner reſponſible for the good government of the Pro- 
vinces, compoſing the dominions of the Nabob of Oude. 

III. That the Provinces aforeſaid having been, at the time of 
their firſt connection with the Company, in an improving and flou- 

riſhing condition, and yielding a revenue of more than three mil- 

lions of pounds ſterling, or thereabouts, did, ſoon after that peri- 
od, begin ſenſibly to decline; and the ſubſidy of the Britiſh troops 
ſtationed. in that Province, as well as other ſums of money due to 

the Company by treaty, ran conſiderably. in arrear ; although the 

Prince of the country, during the time theſe arrears accrued, was 

otherwiſe in diſtreſs, and had been obliged to reduce all his eſta- 
bliſnments. 

IV. That the Prince aforeſaid, or Nabob of Oude, did, in hum- 
ble and ſubmiſſive terms, ſupplicate the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to 
be relieved from a body of troops, whoſe licentious behaviour he 
complained of, and who were ſtationed in his country without any 
obligation by treaty to maintain them; pleading the failure of 
harveſt, and the prevalence of famine in his country ;—a compli- 
ance with which requeſt, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was refuled 
in unbecoming, offenſive, and inſulting language. 

V. That the faid Nabob, labouring under the aforeſaid and other 
burthens, and being continually urged for payment, was adviſed to 
extort, and did extort from his mother and grandmother, under 
the pretext of loans (and ſometimes without Tn appearance) va- 
rious 
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1 9 — | ſams of | money. amounting in the whole to 630,000]. 
1 n or thereabouts; alledging in excuſe the rigorous demands 
of the Eaſt India Company, for whoſe ule the faid extorted money 


| had been demanded, and to which 2 conſiderable part of it had 


| . EThat the two female parents of the Nabob aforeſaid, were 
the greateſt rank, family, and diſtinction in 


| ig the women of 
2 and were left by the deceaſed Nabob, the ſon of the one, and 


tte huſband of the other, in charge of certain conſiderable part of | 


his treaſures in money, and other valuable moveables, as well as 
certain landed eſtates, called Jaghires, in order to the ſupport of 
their own dignity, and the honourable maintenance of his women, 
and a numeraus offspring and their dependents; the faid family 
- amounting in the whole to two thouſand perſons, who were by the 
faid Nabob, at. his death, recommended in a particular manner to 
the care and protection of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. | a wit's 
VII. That on the demand of the Nabob of Oude e pee 
for the laſt of the ſums, which leted the fix hundred and thirty 
thouſand pounds aforeſaid, they, the ſaid parents did poſitively re- 
fuſe to pay-any part of the ſame to their ſon, for the uſe of the 
Company, until he ſhould agree to certain terms, to be ſtipulated 
in a regular treaty; and, among other particulars, to ſecure them 
in the remainder of their poſſeſſions, and alſo on no account or pre- 
tence to make any further demands or claims on them; and, well 
knowing from whence all his claims and exactions had ariſen, they 
demanded that the ſaid treaty, or family compact, ſhould be gua- 
ranteed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal: And a 
treaty was accordingly agreed to, executed by the Nabob, and gua- 
ranteed by John Briſtow, Eſquire, the Reſident at Oude, under the 
authority and with the expreſs conſent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 
and. the Council General; and, in conſequence thereof, the ſum 
laſt required was paid, and diſcharges given to the Nabob for all 
the money which. he had borrowed from his own mother and the 
mother of his father. l | . 

That the diſtreſſes and diſorders in the Nabob's government, 
and his debt to the Company continuing to increaſe, . notwith- 
ſtanding the violent methods before - mentioned taken to augment 
his reſources, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the 21ſt of May, and 
on the 31ſt July, 1781, (he and Mr. Wheler being the only re- 
maining members of the Council General, and he having the con- 
clufive and caſting voice, and thereby being in effect the whole 
Council) did, in the nam and under the authority of the Board, 
reſolve on a journey to the upper provinces, in order to a perſonal. 
interview with the Nabob of Oude, towards the ſettlement of his 
diſtreſſed affairs; and did give to himſelf a delegation of the powers 
of the ſaid Council, in direct violation of the Company's orders, 

forbidding ſuch delegation. | ; | TOE 

VIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having by his appointment 
met the Nabob of Oude near a place called Chunar, and poſſeſſing 
an entire and abſolute command over the ſaid Prince, he did, con- 
trary to juſtice and equity and the ſecurity of property, as well as 
to. public faith and the ſanction of the Company's guarantee, under 
. | | Se 
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the colour of a treaty, which treaty was conducted ſecretly without 
a written document of any part of the proceeding (except the pre- 
tended treaty itſelf) authorize the ſaid Nabob to ſeize upon, and 
confiſcate to his own profit, the landed eſtates, called Jaghires, of 
his parents, kindred, and principal nobility ; only ſtipulating a 
| — — to the net amount of the rent of the ſaid lands as an equi- 

valent, and that equivalent to ſuch only whoſe lands had been 

uaranteed to them ; the Company : But provided, neither in the 
Rid pretended treaty, nor in any ſubſequent act, the leaſt ſecurity 
for the payment of the ſaid penſion to thoſe for whom ſuch penſions 
was oſtenſibly reſerved ; and, for the others, not ſo much as a ſhew 
of indemnity ;—to the extreme ſcandal of the Britiſh Government, 
which valuing itſelf upon a ſtri& regard to property, did expreſsly 
- authorize, if it did not command, an attack upon that right, un- 
cedented in the deſpotic Governments of India. FT 
IX. That the ſaid — ron Haſtings, in order to coyer the violent 
and unjuſt proceedi gs aforeſaid, did aſſert a claim of right in the 
ſame Nabob to all 
mother, as belonging to him by the Mahommedan law ; and this 
etended claim was ſet up by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the 

Nabob had, by a regular treaty, ratified and guaranteed by the 
faid Haſtings, as Governor General, renounced and releaſed all 
demands on them. And this falſe pretence of a legal demand, was 
taken up and ated upon by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without 
laying the ſaid queſtion on record before the Council General, or 
giving notice to the perſons to be affected thereby, to ſupport their 
rights before any of the principal magiſtrates and expounders of 
the Mahommedan law, or taking publicly the opinions of any per- 

ſon converſant therein. | 4 Et gt 
X. That, in order to give farther colour to the acts of ill faith 
and violence aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cauſe to be 
taken at Lucknow, and other places, before divers perſons, and 


particularly before Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Majeſty's chief 


Juſtice, — extrajudicially, and not within the limits of his 
juriſdiction, ſeveral paſſionate, careleſs, irrelevant, and irregular 
affidavits, confiſting of matter not fit to be depoſed on oath ; of 
reports, conjectures, and hearſays; ſome of the perſons, ſwearing 
to the ſaid hearſays, having declined to declare from whom they 
heard the accounts at ſecond hand ſworn to: The ſaid affidavits in 
general tending to ſupport the calumnious charge of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, namely, that the aged women before-mentioned 
had formed, or engaged in, a plan for zhe depoſition of their ſon 


and ſovereign, and the wer extirpation of the Engliſh nation: And 


neither the ſaid charge againft perſons, whoſe dependence was prin- 


cipally, if not wholly, on the good faith of this nation, and hi hly 


affecting the honour, property, and even lives of women of the 


higheſt condition; nor the affidavits intended to ſupport the ſame, 


extrajudicially taken ex parte, and without notice, by the ſaid Sir 
Elijah Impey, and others, were at any time communicated to the 
parties charged, or to any agent for them; nor were they called 
upon to anſwer, nor any explanation demanded of them. | 
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e poſſeſſions of the ſaid mother and grand- 
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XI. That the article, affecting private property ſecured by pub. 
lic acts, in the ſaid pretended treaty, contains nothing more than 
ermiſſion, given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for con- 


—_= 23 general permi 
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% oy 2 „ « as he (the Nabob) may find neceſfary; but 
does not dire&ly point at, or expreſs by name, any of the landed 
== poſſeſſions of the N abob's mother: But ſoon after the ſigning of the 
I faid pretended treaty, (that is, on the 2 th November 1781) it 
did appear, that a principal object thereof, was to enable the Na- 
bob to ſeize upon the eſtates of his female parents aforeſaid, which 
had been guaranteed to them by the Eaſt India Company, And 
although In the treaty, or pretended treaty, aforeſaid, nothing 
more is purported than to give a ſimple permiſſion to the Nabob 
IX to ſeize upon and confiſcate the eſtates, leaving the execution or 
non: execution of the ſame wholly to his diſcretion ; yet it appears 
Y by ſeveral letters from Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, the Reſident 
at the Court of Oude, of the 6th, 7th, and gth of December 
1781, that no ſuch diſcretion, as expreſſed in the treaty, was left, 
or intended to be left with him the ſaid Nabob ; but that the ſaid 
XX article ought practically to have a conſtruction of a directly contrary 
XZ tendency ; that, inſtead of conſidering the article as originating 
from the Nabob, and containing a power provided in his favour, 
wich he did not poſſeſs before, the confiſcation of 8 
ragfſoreſaid, was to be conſidered as a meaſure originating from the 
2X Engliſh; and to be intended for their benefit; and as ſuch, that the 
execution was to be forced upon him; and the execution thereof was 
| accordingly forced upon him. And the Reſident, Middleton, on 
the Nabob's refuſal to act in contradiction to his ſworn engagements 
guaranteed by the Eaſt India Company, and in the undutiful and un- 
natural manner required, did totally ſuperſede his authority in his own 
dominions, conſidering himſelf as impowered fo to act by the inſtruc- 
tions of the faid Haſtings, although he had reaſon to apprehend a ge- 
neral inſurrection in conſequence thereof, and that he found it ne- 
ceſſary to remove his family, which he did not wiſh to retain there, 
*in caſe of a rupture with the Nabob, or the neceſſity of employing 
«« the Britiſh forces in the reduction of 4is Aumils and troops ;” and 
he did accordingly, as ſovereign, iſſue his own edicts and warrants, 
in defiance of the reſiſtance of the Nabob, in the manner by him 
deſcribed in the letters aforeſaid, in a letter of 6th December 
1781, that is to ſay, Finding the Nabob wawvering in his determi- 
nation abeut the reſumption of the Faghiers, I this day, in pre- 
s ſence of and with the Miniſter's concurrence, ordered the necel- 
* ſary Perwannahs to be written to the ſeveral Aumils for that 
< purpoſe; and it was my firm reſolution to have diſpatched them 
«« this evening, with proper people to ſee them punQually and im- 
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* ſcribed, I received a meſſage from the Nabob, who had been in- 
*« formed by the Miniſter of the reſolution I had taken, entreating 
<« that I would withhold the Perwannahs until to-morrow morn. 
„ing, when he would attend me, and afford me ſatisfaction on 
this point, As the loſs of a few hours in the diſpatch of the 

a e 24, Perwanughs 


ch Jaghires or landed eſtates, with the modifications 


«« plicitly carried into execution; but before they were all tran= 
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e Perwannahs appeared of little moment, and as it is poſſible the 
4 Nabob, 7 that the buſineſs will at all events be done, may 
ce make it an act of his own, I have conſentetl to indulge him hn his re- 
. gueſt; but, be the reſult of our interview whatever it may, nothing 
« (all prevent the orders being ifſued to-morrow, either by him or 


petting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah; and the mea- 
ure hezetofore propoſed, will ſoon follow the reſumption of the 
iers. From both, or indeed from the former alone, I have 

e no doubt of the complete liquidation of the Company's balance.“ 
— And alſo in another letter of the 7th December 1781,—*< I had 

«© the honour to addreſs you yeſterday, informing you of the ſteps 


cc 
cc 
cc 


4 had taken in regard to the reſumption of he Faghiers. This i 


de morning the Vizier came to me according to his agreement, but ſeem- 
ec tnply without any intention or defire to yield me ſatis/afion on the 
ce ſubject under diſcuſſion ; for, after a great deal of converſation, con- 
« fing, on his part, of triſſing eva/ion and puerile excuſes for with- 


ce the moſt implicit ſubmiſſion to your wiſhes, I found myſelf without 
« any other reſource, than the one of employing that excluſive autherity 
« auith which I confider your inftruftions ts weft me: . . de- 
& clared to the Nabob, in preſence f the Miniſter and Mr. Fobnſon, 
e auho 1 defired might bear witneſs of the converſation, That I con- 
e firued his rejection of the meaſure propoſed, as a breach of his ſolemn 
4 promiſe to you, and an unwillingneſs to yield that aſſiſtance, which 
« vas evidently in his power, towards liquidating his heavy accumu- 
« [ating debt to the Company; and that 1 muſt in conſequence de- 
« termine, in my own juſtification, to ue immediately the Perwan- 
% xahs, which had only been withheld in the ſanguine hope, that 


« he would be prevailed upon to make that his own at, which no- 


ee thing but the moſt urgent neceſſity could force me to make mine. 
6 —He left me without any reply; but afterwards ſent for his Mi- 
% niſter, and authorized him to give me hopes, that my requiſition 
« would be complied with; on which I expreſſed my ſatisfaQtion, 
© but declared, that I could admit of no further delays; and un- 
<< leſs I received his Excellency's formal acquieſcence before the 
«© evening, I ſhould then moſt aſſuredly iſſue 2 Perwannahs; which 
e have accordingly done, not having had any aſſurances from his 
«© Excellency, that could juſtify a further ſuſpenſion. . I ſhall, as 
* ſoon as poſſible, inform you of the effect of the Perwannahs, 


«© which, in many parts, I am apprehenſive it will be found ne- 


«* ceſlary to enforce with military aid. I am not, however, entirely 
** without hopes that the Nobob, when he ſees the inefficacy of fur- 
«& ther oppoſition, may alter his conduct, and prevent the con fuſſon 
% and diſagreeable conſequences which would be too likely to reſult from 
<< the proſecution of a meaſure of ſuch importance, without his concur- 
<< rexce, His Excellency talks of going to Fyzabad, for the pur- 
<< pole heretofore mentioned, in three or four days; I wwifh he may . 
Be ſerious in his intention, and you may reſt aſſured, I ſhall ſpare 
ro pains to keep him to it,” '—And further, in a letter of the gth 
December 1781—“ I had the honour to addreſs you on the 7th 
«< inſtant, informing you of the converſation which had paſſed 
| | « between 


1 
1 


ce well, wwith the —_—_— the Miniſters. Your pleaſure. re- 


1 


4e holding his afſent to the meaſure, though at the ſame time profeſſing i 
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«« between the Nabob and me, on the ſubje& of reſuming the Jag- 
«« hiers, and the ſtep I had taken in conſequence. His Excellency 
«© appeared to be very much burt and incenſe at the meaſure ; and 


« loudly complains of the treachery of his Miniſters ; firftl, in giving 


<< you any hopes that ſuch a meaſure would be adopted ; and, ſeconaly, 
« in their promiſing me their awhole. ſupport in carrying it through. 
« But, as 1 apprehended, rather than ſuffer it to appear that the paint 
«© had been carried in oppofition to bis will, he at length yielded a 
« nominal acquieſcence, and has this day iſſued his own Perwan- 


9 * nahs to that effect; declaring, however, at the ſame time, beth to 


«« me and his Miniſters, that it is an a of compulſion. | hope to be 
c«« able, in a few days, in conſequence of this meaſure; to tranſaut_ 


«© you an account of the actual value and produce of the Jaghires, 


«« oppoſed to the nominal amount at which they ſtand rated on the 


c books of the Sircar.“ | 


XII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of expreſſing any 
diſapprobation of the proceedings aforeſaid, in violation of the 
rights ſecured by treaty with the mother and grandmother of the | 
reigning Prince of Oude, and not leſs in violation of the ſovereign. 
rights of the Nabob himſelf, did, by frequent meſſages, ſtimulate. 


the ſaid Middleton to a perſeverance in, and to a rigorous execution 
of the ſame: And in has letter from Benares of the z5th Decem- 
ber 1781, did * expreſs doubts of his firmneſs and activity, and, 
* above all, of his recollection of his inſtructions, and their im- 


2 oe portance; and that, if he could not rely on his own [power] and 
= << the means he poſſeſſed for performing thoſe ſervices, he would 
« free him [the ſ11d Middleton] from the charges, and would pro- 


„ ceed himſelf to Lucknow, and would himſelf undertake them.“ 


XIII. That very doubtful credit is to be given to any letters writ. 
ten by the ſaid Middleton to the ſaid Warren e 6 when they 


anſwer the purpoſes which the ſaid Warren Haſtings had evidently 


in view, the ſaid Middleton having written to him in the following 


manner from Lucknow, zoth December 1781; 


« My dear Sir, 


„XIV. I have this day anſwered your public letter in the form you. 


«« ſeem to expe. | hope there is nothing in it that may appear to you 
too pointed. JF you wiſh the matter to be otherwiſe under flood than 
% have taken up and flated it, I need net ſay I ſhall be ready to con- 
«« form to whatever you may preſcribe, and to take upon myſelf any 
« ſhare of the blame of the (hitherto) non- performance of the flipulations 
nad on behalf of the Nabob. Though I do aſſure you, I myſelf 
«« repreſented to his Excellency and the Miniſters, conceiving it to 
«© be your deſire, that the apparent 2 of the reins of bis go- 
«« vernment (for in that light he undoubted!y conſidered it at the 
« firſt view) as ſpecified in the agreement executed by him, was 


not meant to be fully and literally enforced, but that it was ne- 
ceſſary you ſhould bave ſomething to ſhew on your fide, as the Com- 


** pany were deprived of a. benefit without a requital ; and upon the 
Faith of this afſſuratigenalone, I believe 1 may ſafely affirm his Ex- 
* cellency's obje&ions to n treaty were given up. 2 1 

VVV | have 
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| him, purporting, that if the meaſure propoſed was intended to 


Information ; and it does appear, that the ſeizing of the treaſures 


* 
Company. 


clinations of the Nabob, and the apparent aſſumption of the 
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«© have underſtood the matter wrong, or miſconceived your deſign, 
%] am truly ſorry for it; however, it is not tos late to corre? the 
« error; and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, to carry 
7 through, whatever you may, on receipt of my public letter, tell me 
« 7s your final reſolve.” = ned, ho | | 
XV. That it appears, but on his the ſaid Middleton's ſole au- 

thority, in a letter ſrom the ſaid Middleton, dated Lucknow, ad 
December 17841, that the Nabob of Oude, wiſhing to evade the 
meaſure of reſuming the Jaghires aforeſaid, did ſend a meſſage to 


«© procure the payment of the balance due to the Company, he 
„ could better and more expeditiouſly effect that object, by taking 
from his mother the e. of his father, which he did aſſert 
to be in her hands, and to which he did claim a right; and that 
« jt would be ſufficient that he, the ſaid Haſtings. would hint his 
« opzmion upon it, without giving a ee ſanction to the meaſure pro- 
«« poſed; and that whatever his reſolution upon the ſubje& ſhould 
*© be, it would be expedient to keep it ſecret;” adding “ the re- 
„ ſumption of the Faghires it is neceſſary to ſuſpend till I have your 
% anſwer to this leiter.“ | | 

XVI. That it does not appear that the ſaid Haſtings did write 
any letter in anſwer to the propoſal of the ſaid Middleton ; but he, 
the ſaid Haſtings, did communicate his ' pleaſure thereon to Sir 
Elijah Impey, being then at Lucknow, for his the ſaid Middleton's 


of the mother of the Nabob, ſaid to have been propoſed as an al- 
ternative by the ſaid Nabob, to prevent the reſumption of the Jag- 
hire, was determined upon and ordered by the ſaid Haſtings; and 
that the reſumption of the ſaid Jaghires, for the ranſom of which 
the ſeizing of the treaſures was propoſed, was alſo directed; not 
one only, but both ſides of the alternative being enforced upon the 
female parents of the Nabob aforeſaid, although both the one and 
the other had been ſecured to them by a treaty with the Eaſt India 


*XVII. That Sir. Elijah Impey, Enight, his Majeſty's Chief 
Juſtice at Fort William, did andertake a journey of nine hundred 
miles, from Calcutta to Lucknow, on pretence of health and plea- 
ſare ; but was in reality In the ſecret of theſe and other irregular 
tranſattions, and employed as a channel of confidential communi- 
cation therein. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by preſuming to 
employ the ſaid Chief Juſtice, a perſon particularly unfit for an 
agent, in the tranſaction of aff.irs, prima facie at leaſt unjuſt, vio- 
lent, and oppreſſive, contrary to public faith, and to the ſentiments 
and law of nature; and which he, the ſaid Haſlings, was ſenſible 
could not fail to draw obloquy on himſelf by his participation,” 
aid diſgrace the King's commiſkon, and render odious to the na- 
tives of Hindoſtan the juſtice of the Crown of Great Britain. 
XIX. That although the ſ:id Warren Haſtings was from the be- 
ginning duly informed of the violence offered to the perſonal in- 


— reins of his government,“ for the purpoſes aforeſaid, yet, more 
than LO years after, he did write to his private agent, Major Pal- 
| | 9 85 8 mer, 


* Sec Original, 
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mer, that is to ſay, in his letter of the 6th of May 1763, that it 
6% has been a matter of equa/ ſurpriſe and concern to him, to learn 
« from the letters of the Kelident, that the Nabob Vizier was with 
« difficulty, and almoſt unconquerable reluQtance, induced to give 
his conſent to the attachment of the treaſure depoſited by his fa- 
« ther, under the charge of the Begum his mother, and to the re- 
«© ſumption of her ras. „ and the other Jaghires of the indivi- 
« duals of his family ;?* which pretence of ignorance of the Na- 
bob's inclinations, is fictitious and groundleſs. But whatever de- 
ception lie might pretend to be in concerning the original intention 
of the Nabob, he was not, nor did he pretend to be, ignorant of 
his, the Nabob's reluctance to procced in the ſaid meaſures ; but did 
admit his knowledge of the Nabob's reluctance to their full execu- 
tion, and yet did juſtify the ſame as follows : 


XX, I deſire that you will inform him (the Nabob) that in theſe = 


«© and the other meaſures which were either propoſed By him, or 
* received his concurrence in the agreement paſſed between us at 


« Chunar, I neither had nor could have any object but his relief, 
% and the ſtrengthening of his cennection with the Company; and that 1 
«© ſhould not on any other ground have expoſed myſelf to the per- 


«© ſonal obloguy which they could not fail to draw upon me by my parti- 


* cipation in them, but left him to regulate, by his own diſcretion, 


„ and by his own means, the œconomy of his own finances, an 
e with much more cauſe, the aſſertion of his domeſtic right. In theſe, 


«© he had no regular claim to my ititerference; nor bad I, in my pub- 


« lic character, any claim upon him, but for the payment of the 
debt then due from him to the Company, * I was under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations to require it for the relie 


« in which, at a viſit to him in his own tent, I declared my ac- 
_ *© quieſcence freely and without heſitation to each propoſition, 
which afterwards formed the ſubſtance of a written agreement, 
as he ſeverally made them; and he can want no other-evidence 
of my motives for /o chearful a conſent, nor for the requeſts which 
*© I added as the means of fulfilling his purpoſes in them. Had he 
not made theſe meaſures his own option, I ſhould not have pro- 
«« poled them; but having once adopted them, and made them the 
conditions of a formal and ſacred agreement, I had no longer an option 
«© to diſpenſe with them, but was bound to the complete performance 
and execution of them, as points of public duty and of national faith, 
«© for which T was re/ponjible to my King, and the Company my im- 
** mediate ſuperiors ; and this was tie reaſon for my inſiſting on their 
performance and execution, when I was told that the Nabob himſelf 
had relaxed from his original purpoſe, and expreſſed a reluctance to 
proceed in it. | 


XXI. That the faid Warren Haſtings does admit, that the Nabob 


had originally no regular claim upon him for his interference, or 
he any claim on the Nabob, which might entitle him to interfere 
in the Nabob's domeſtic concerns ; yet, in order to juſtify his ſo 


invidious an interference, he did, in the letter aforeſaid, give a 


filſe account of the ſaid treaty, which (as before-mentioned) did 
nothing more than give a permiſſon to the Nabob to reſume the 
pt 2 | i 


„ 


of the preſſing 
«« exigencies of their affairs.— ie will well remember the manner 


] aghires, | 


— * 
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aphires, #/ HE ſhould judge ehe ſame to be nec ary ; and did therefore 
Jag the 2 of Agen ng with the ehe or any part thereof, 


as much in his option after the treaty, as it was before; the de- 


clared intent of the article being only to remove the reſtraint of the 
Company's guarantee forbidding ſuch reſumption, but furniſhing 
nothing which could authorize putting that reſumption into the 
hands and power of the Company, to be enforced at their diſere- 
tion. And with regard to the other part of the ſpoil made by order 
of the ſaid Haſtings, and-by him, in the letter aforeſaid, ſtated to 


be made equally againſt the will of the Nabob ; namely, rhat 


which was committed on the perſonal and moveable property of the 
female parents of the Nabob, nothing whatſoever in relation to the 
ſame is ſtipulated in the ſaid pretended treaty. 

XXII. That the ſaid Haſtings, in aſſerting that he was bound to 
the acts afreſaid by public duty, and even by national faith, in the 
very inſtance in which that national faith was by him groſsly violated ; 
to f juſtifying himſelf, by alledging that he was bound to the complete 
execution, by a reſponſibility to the company which he immediately 
ſerved; and by aſſerting, that theſe violent and rapacious proceed- 
ings, ſubjecting all 2 cancerned in them to 3 would 

the means of ſtrengthening the connection of the Nabob with 
the Britiſn United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt 
Indies, did diſgrace the authority under which he immediately 


ated. And that the ſaid Haſtings, in juſtifying his obligations to *' 


the ſaid acts by a reſponſibility to the King, namely to the King of 


Great Britain, did endeavour to throw upon his Majeſty, his law- 


ful ſovereign (whoſe name and. character he was bound to reſpect, 
and-to preſerve in eſtimation with all perſons, and particularly with 
the ſovereign princes, the allies of his Government) the diſgrace 


and odium of the aforeſaid acts, in which a ſovereign prince was 


by him the ſaid Haſtings made an inſtrument of perfidy, wrong, 


and outrage, to two mothers and wives of ſovereign princes; and 


in which he did exhibit to all Aſia (a country remarkable for the 


utmoſt devotion to parental authority) the ſpectacle of a Chriſtian | 
Governor repreſenting a Chriſtian Sovereign, compelling a ſon to | 
become the inſtrument of ſuch violence and extortion againſt hi; 


own mother, SE | | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by repeated meſſages and 
injunctions, and under menaces of a dreadful reſponſibility,” 
did urge the reſident to a completion of this barbarous act; and 
nell knowing that ſuch an act would probably be reſiſted, did order 
him the ſaid reſident to uſe the Britiſh troops under his direction 
for that purpoſe, and did offer the aſſiſtance of further forces, 
urging the execution in the following peremptory terms: You 
<< yourſelf muſt be perſonally preſext ; you mult not allow any nego- 
£< ciation or forbearance ; but muſt proſecute both ſervices, until 
«© the Begums (Princeſſes) are at the entire mercy of the Nabob.” 


XXIII. That in conformity to the ſaid peremptory orders, a 


3 Britiſh and other troops, with the Nabob ia the oftenfible, 
and the Britiſh reſident in the real command, were drawn towards 
the city of Fyzabad, in the caſtle of which city the mother and 
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grand-mother of the Nabob had their reſidence ; and after expend- 
ing two days in negociation (the 133 of which do not appear) 
the reſident not receiving the ſatis faction he looked for, the town 
was firſt ſtormed, and afterwards the caſtle; and little or no reſiſt- 
ance being made, and no blood being ſned on either ſide, the 
Britiſh troops occupied all the outer incloſure of the palace of one 
of the Princeſſes, and blocked up the other. 7 | 
XXIV. That this violent aſſault and forcible occupation of their 
houſes, and the further gxtremities they had to apprehend, did not 
revail on the female parents of the Nabob to conſent to any ſub- 
miſſioh, until the reſident ſent in unto them a letter from the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings (no copy of which appears) declaring himſelf no 
longer bound by the guaranty, and containing ſuch other matter 


as tended to remove all their hopes, which ſeemed to be centered 


in Britiſh faith. | 5 
XXV. That the chief officers of their houſhold, who were their 
treaſurers and confidential agents, the eunuchs Jewar Ali Khan, 
and Behar Ali Khan, perſons of great eminence, rank and diſtinc- 
tion, who had been in high truſt and favour with the late Nabob, 
were ignominiouſly put into confinement, under an inferior officer, 
in order to extort the diſcovery of the treaſures and effects com- 


"3 mitted to their care and fidelity. And the ſaid Middleton did ſoon 


after, that is to ſay, on the 12th of January, 1782, deliver them 


over for the ſame purpoſe into the cuſtody of Captain Neal Stewart, 


commanding the 8th regiment, by his order given in the following 
words: % To be kept in cloſe and ſecure confinement, 3 


„ of no intercourſe with them, excepting by their four meni 


«« ſervants, who are authoriſed to attend them until further orders. 
* You will allow them to have any neceſſay and convenience which 
„ may be conſiſtent with a ftrit guard over them.” | 
XXVI. That in conſęquence of theſe ſeverities upon herſelf, and 
on thoſe whom the moſt regarded and truſted, the mother of the 
ſaid Nabob did at length conſent to the delivering up of her trea- 


| ſures, and the ſame were paid to the reſident, to the amount of 


the bond given by the Nabob to the Company, for his balance of 
the year 1799-80, and the ſaid treaſure was taken from the moſt 


“ ſecret receſſes in the houſes of the two eunuchs.“ | 


XXVII. That the Nabob, continuing ſtill under thepreſſure of 
a further pretended debt to the Company, for his balance of the 
year 1780-81, the reſident not ſatisfied with the ſeizure of the 
eſtates and treaſures of his parents aforeſaid, although he the ſaid 
reſident did confeſs, that tne Princeſs mother ** had declared, 
* wwith apparent truth, that ſhe had delivered up rhe whele of the 


© property in ber hands, excepting goods, which from the experi- 


<«« ence which he the reſident had of the /mall produce of the ſales of 
«« a former 3 made by her in that mode, he did refuſe, and 
«« that, in his opinion, it certainly would have amounted to little 
or nathing,“ did proceed to extort another great ſum of money, 
that is to ſay, the ſum of 120,000]. ſterling on account of the laſt 
pretended balance aforeſaid. In order therefore to compel the ſaid 
miniſters and treaſurers either to diſtreſs their principals, by extort- 


ing whatever valuable ſubſtance might, by any pollibility, remain 
| | 185 e con · 
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concealed, or to furniſh the ſaid ſum from their own eſtates, or 
from their credit with their friends, did order their impriſonment 
to be aggravated with circumſtances of ow cruelty, giving an 
order to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated 2oth of January, 
1782, in the following words: 


« Sir, Io | 


ce XXVIII. When this note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, 7 | 
c T have to defire, that you order the two priſoners to be put 7 9 


e irons, keeping them from all food, c. agreeable to my inftrutions 
| (Signed). | 

. NATH. MIDDLETON.” 

XXIX. That by the faid unjuſt and rigorous proceeding, the ſaid 

eunuchs were compelled to give their engagement for the payment of 


120, doo l. ſterling aforeſaid, to be completed within the period of 


one month: but after they had entered into the ſaid compulſory 


* 


engagement, they were ſtill kept in cloſe impriſonment, and the 


mother and grand-mother of the Nabob were themſelves held un- 
der a ſtrict guard; although at the ſame time, the confiſcated eſtates 
were actually in the Company's poſſeſſion, and found to exceed the 
amount of what they were rated at in the general liſt of confiſcated 
eſtates; and although the aſſiſtant reſident Johnſon did confeſs 
« that the object of difireſſing the Bhow Begum was merely to 
* obtain a ready money inſtead of a dilatery payment, and that this 
« ready money payment, if not paid, was recoverable in the courſe 
«© of a few months upon the Jaghiers in his poſſeſhon ; and that 
* therefore it was not worth proceeding to any extremities beyond 


«« the one deſcribed (namely, the confinement of the Princeſſes, 


and the impriſonment and fettering of their miniſters) upon ſo 
“ reſpectable a family.“ | | Ee 

XXX. That after the ſurrender of the treaſure, and the paſſing 
the bonds and obligations given as aforeſaid, the reſident having 
been ſtrictly ordered by the ſaid Warren Haſtings not to make any 


* 


ſettlement whatſoever with the ſaid women of high rank, the Na- 


bob was induced to leave the city of Fyzabad, without taking 


leave of his mother, or ſhewing her any mark of duty or civility, 


And on the ſame day the reſident left the city aforeſaid ; and after 


his return to Lucknow, in order to pacify the ſaid Haſtings, wha 


appeared to reſent, that the Nabob was not urged to greater de- 
| grees of rigour than thoſe hitherto uſed towards his mother, he 
the ſaid reſident did, in his letter of the 6th of February, give him 


an aſfurance in the following words: I ſhall, as you direct, uſe 
% my influence to diſſuade his Excellency from concluding any /et- 
F* tlement, until I have your further commands.” ; | 

XXXI. That the payment of the bond laſt extorted from the eunuchs 
was ſoon after commenced, and the grand-mother, as well as the 
mother, were now compelled to deliver what they declared was the 


extent of the whole of both their poſſeſſions, including down to their 


table uterfils ; which as the relident admitted, “they had been, 


« and 


nuchs, and not above fifty thouſand: according to that made by the 
FT reſident. A . | 
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« and were: till delivering, and that no proof had yet been ob- 


6 tained of their having more. N 
XXXII. That bullion; jewels, and goods, to the amount of ſi ve 
hundred thouſand pounds and upwards, were actually received by 
the reſident, for the uſe of the Company, before the 23d of Fe- 

bruary, 1782; and there remained, on the ſaid extorted bond, no 


more than about 25,0001. according to the ſtatement of the eu- 


XXXIII. That in this advanced ſtate of the delivery of the ex- 


: 4 | torted treaſure, the miniſters of women aforeſaid of the reigning 
family, did apply to Captain Leonard Jaques, under whoſe cuſto 
= they were confined, to be informed of the deficiency with which 


they ſtood charged, that they might endeavour, with the aſſiſtance 
of their friends, to provide for the ſame, and praying that they 
might, through his mediation, be freed from the hardſhips they 


MM ſuffered under their confinement ; to which application; they re- 


ceived an inſolent anſwer from the ſaid Richard Johnſon, dated 
February 27th, 1782, declaring, that part of what he had received 


ia payment was in jewels and bullion}; and that more than a 


month, the time fixed for the final payment, would elapſe before 
he could diſpoſe of the ſame ;, inſiſting upon a ready money pay- 


ment, and aſſuring them, that the day on which their agreement 


«© expired, he ſhould be indiſpenſibly obliged to recommence ſeveri- 
ties upon them, until the laſt farthing was fully paid.” And in or. 

der to add to their terrors and hardſhips, as well as to find ſome pre- 
text for the further cruel and inhuman acts intended, an apparently 
groundleſs and injurious charge was ſuggeſted to the impriſoned 
miniſters aforeſaid, in the following words: — You may alſo 


mention to them, that 1 have reaſon to /a/pe2 that the commo- 


tions raiſed by Bulbudder, has not been without their /xpge/tion 


« and abetment, which, if proved upon them, in addition to the 
«« probable breach of their agreement, will make their ſituation 
«« very deſperate.” | TEEN 

XXXIV. That on the receipt of the ſaid letter, that is, on the 
2d of March, the minifter aforeſaid did aver, that they were not 
able to obtain caſh in lieu of the jewels and other effects; but that 


if the goods were ſold, and they releaſed from their conhnement, 


and permitted (as they have before requeſted) to go abroad among- 
their friends, they could ſoon make good the deficiency ; and they 
did abſolutely deny that they had any hand in the commotians 


W « raiſed by Bulbudder, or any kind of correſpondence with him 


or his adherents.” | | | 

XXXV. That the priſoners aforeſaid did ſhortly after, that is 

to ſay, on the 13th March, a third time renew their application to 
Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, the refident, and did requeſt that 
the jewels remaining in his the ſaid reſident's hands, towards the 
payment of the balance remaining, might be valued by four or 
** five eminent merchants, Muſſelmen and Hindis, upon oath,” 
and that if any balance ſhould afterwards appear, they would upon 
their releaſe get their friends to advance the ſame; and they did 
again repreſent the hardſhip of their impriſonment, and pray * 
| | | 1 relief; 


68 n | 
relief; and did again aſſert, that the imputations thrown upon 
them by the. ſaid Richard Johnſon were falſe and groundleſs ; 
«© that they had no kind of intercourſe, either directly or indirectly, 
« with the authors of the commotions alluded to, and that they 
did ſtake their lives upon the ſmalleſt proof thereof being 
- © brought.” | 
XXXVI. That inſtead of their receiving any anſwer to any of the 
aforeſaid reaſonable propoſitions, concerning either the account 


ſtated, or the crimes 1mputed to them, or any relief from the hard- 
ſhips they ſuffered, he, the reſident Middleton, did, on the 18th 


of — ſaid month, give to the officer who had ſupplicated in favour 


of the ſad priſoners, an order, in which he declared himſelf under 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of recurrin 
«© the ſaid payment; and that this is therefore to deſire that you 
% immediately cauſe them to be put in irons, and keep them ſo until 
I ſhall arrive at Fyzabad to take further meaſures as may be 
«© neceſſary.” Which order being received at Fyzabad the day 
after it was given, the ſaid eunuchs were a ſecond time thrown into 
irons. And it appears that (probably in reſentment for the humane 


| repreſentations of the ſaid Captain Jaques) the reſident did refuſe 


to pay for the ſetters, and other contingent charges of the impri- 
ſonment of the ſaid miniſters of the Nabob's mother, when at the 
ſame time very liberal contingent allowances were made to other 


officers ; and the ſaid Jaques did ſtrongly remonſtrate againſt tlie 


| fame as follows: You have alſo ordered me to put the priſoners 
«<< in irons— This I have done: yet, as I have no bufineſs to pur- 


4 chaſe fetters, or ſupply them any other way, it is but reaſonable 
that you ſhould order me to be reimburſed. And why ſhould 1 


* add any thing more? A late commander at this place, I am 


« told, draws near as many thouſands monthly contingencies, as 


e my trifling letter for hundreds. However, if you cannot get 
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<« property by an independent command.“ | 
XXX VII. That, in about two months after the ſaid priſoners had 


continued in 1rons in the manner aforeſaid, the officer on guard, in 
a letter of the 18th May, did repreſent to the reſident as follows: 
— The 338 Baher and Jewar Ali Khan, who ſeem to be 
«« very fickly, have requeſted their irons might be taken off for a 
« fewdays, that they might take medicine, and walk about the gar- 


«« den.of the place where they are confined, Now, as I am ſure. 
4 they will be equally ſecure without their irons as with them, I think 


wit my duty to inform you of this requeſt : I defire to know your 
«« pleaſure concerning at.” To which letter the ſaid officer did 
receive a direct refuſal, dated 22d May, 1782, in the following 
words: ] am ſorry it is not in my power to comply with your 
«« propoſal of eaſing the priſoners for a few days of their fetters. 
Much as my humanity may be touched by their ſufferings, I 
« ſhould think it inexpedient to afford them any alleviation, . while 
«« they perſiſt in a breach of their contract with me: and indeed, 


no indulgence can be ſhewn them without the authority of the 
: | | | , Nabod, 


to ſeverities, to enforce 


4 yy Tr, * — — = aw Sn a 


my bill paid, be ſo obliging as to return it; and give me an 


« 1 of declaring to the world, that I believe I am the 
firſt officer in the Company's ſervice who has ſuffered in his 
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„ Nabob, who, inſtead of conſenting to moderate the rigours of 
es their fituation, would be moſt willing to multiply them.” En- 
deavouring to join the Nabob, whom he well knew to be reloQtanc 


* 


through the medium of her ſervants, it was intended to coerce his 


XXXVIII. That the ſaid reſident, in a few days after, that is to 
ſay, on the iſt June, 1782, in a letter to Major Gilpin, in command 
at Fyzabad, did order the account, as by himſelf ſtated, to be read to 
the priſoners; and, without an taking notice of their propoſal con- 
cerning the valuation of the effects, or their demial of the offences 
imputed to them, to demand a poſitive anſwer relative to the pay- 
ment; and upon receiving from them a negative or unſatisfac- 
« tory reply, to inform them that all further negociation being at 
« an end, they mult prepare for their removal to Lucknow, where 
dc they would be called upon to anſwer, not only their recent 
«« breach of faith and ſolemn engagement, but alſo te atone for 
* other heavy offences; the puniſhment of which, as had frequently 
«r been fignified to them, it was in their 3 to have * 
« by a proper acquittal of themſelves in this tranſaction. By 
which N concerning the pretended offences of the ſaid 
unhappy perſons, and the manner by which they were to atone for 
the 8 and by their never having been ſpecically and directly 
made, it doth appear, that the ſaid crimes and offences were charged 
for the purpoſe of extorting money, and not upon principles or for 
the ends of juſtice. 0 | n 
XXXIX. That after ſome ineffectual negociations to make the 
| priſoners pay the money, which it does not appear to have been in 
their power to pay, they were again threatened by the refident, in 
A letter to Major Gilpin, dated the gth June 1782, in the follow- 
ing terms: I wiſh you to explain once more to the priſoners, 
«« the imprudence and folly of their conduct, in forcing me to x 
*« - meaſure which muſt be attended with conſequences ſo very ſeri- 
c ous to them; and that, when once they are removed to Lucknow, 
„it will not be in my power to ſhew them mercy, or to ſtand be- 
«« tween them and the vengeance of the Nabob. Adviſe them to 
reflect ſeriouſly upon the unhappy fituation in which they will 
* be involved in one caſe, and the relief it will be in my power to 
% procure them in the other; and let them make their option.“ 
XL. That he, the ſaid reſident, did alſo, at the ſame time, re- 
ceive a letter from the Princeſs mother, which letter does not ap- 
pear, but to which only the following inſolent return was made; 
that is to ſay, The letter from the Bhow Begum is no ways ſatiſ- 
«« factory, and I cannot think of returning an anſwer to it. Indeed 
«« all correſpondence between the Begum and me has long been 
«« ſtopped; and I requeſt you will be eaſed to inform her, that 
by no means wiſh to reſume it, or to maintain any friendly in- 
** tercourſe with her, until ſhe has made good my claim upon her 
© for the balance dhe; Co FO f 
XII. That in conſequence of theſe threats, and to prevent à 
ſeparation of the miniſters from their miſtreſſes, ſeveral plans for the 
payment of the balance were offered, both by the mother of the 
"AM | i 3þ 1 Nabob, 


in the whole proceeding, as a party in the cruelties, by which, 


mother. | + 


nennen 

Nabob, and the priſoners, to which no other objection appears to 
have been made, than the length of time required by the parties to 
diſcharge the comparatively ſmall remainder of the extorted bond; 


the officer on command declaring, that, conformable to his in- 


ſtructions, he could not receive the ſame, 


XLII. That the priſoners were actually removed from the city of | 


their refidente to the city of Lucknow, where they arrived on the 


,24th of June 1782, and were, on the next day, threatened with | 


ſeverities, to make them diſcover where the balance might be 
«6 procurable.“ And on the 28th, it ſhould ſeem, that the ſeveri- 


ties, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, were inflited, at leaſt upon one of 2 | 
them; far the aſſiſtant reſident, Johnſon, did, on that day, write = 


to Captain Waugh, the officer commanding the guard, the letter 


4 


the Britiſh nation. 


Wo 9 Sir, | 
3 XLII. «« The Nabcb having determined to infli# corporal puniſp- 


de nent upon the priſeners under your guard, this is to deſire, that 


tc his officers, when they ſhall come, may have free acceſs to the 


<< priſoners, and be permitted to do with them as they ſhall ſee proper, 


* only taking care, that they leave them always under your 
4 charge.” 4 1 

XLIV. That the faid Richard Johnſon did, further to terrify 
the priſoners, and to extort by all ways the remainder of the ſaid 
unjuſt, oppreſſive, and rapacious demand, threaten to remove them 
out of the Nabob's dominions into the caſtle of Churnagur, in or- 


der for ever to ſeparate them from their principals, and deprive 


both of their reciprocal protection and ſervices ; and did order a 
further guard to be put on the palace of the grandmother of the 
Nabob, an ally of the company, and to prevent the entrance of the 
Proviſions to her (which order relative to the guard only was exe- 
cuted) and did uſe ſundry unworthy and inſulting menaces, both 
with regard to herſelf and to her principal miniſters. 

XLV. That a propoſal was ſoon after made by the ſaid Princeſs 
and her daughter-in-law, praying that their miniſters aforeſaid 
ſhould be returned to Fyzabad, and offering to raiſe a ſum of 
money on that condition ; as alſo that they would remove from one 
of their palaces, whilſt the Engliſh were to be permitted to ſearch 
the other. But the aſſiſtant reſident Johnſon dic, inſtead of a com- 


pliance with the former of theſe propoſitions, ſend the following 


orcers, dated 23d July 1782, to the officer commanding the guard 
on the miniſters aforeſaid : “ Some violent demands having been 
«© made for the releaſe of the priſoners, it is neceſſary that every 
«« poſlible precaution be taken for their ſecurity ; you will there- 
7 fore be pleaſed to be very ſtrict in guarding them; and I here- 
«© with ſend another pair of fetters to 2 added io thoſe now upon the. 
* priſoners.” And in anſwer to the ſecond propoſition, the ſaid 
reldent did reply in the following terms: The propoſal of eva- 


«* cuating one palace, that it may be ſearched, and then evacuat- 


ing the next, upon the ſame principle, is apparently fair: but 
7 „ c | 2 
* | 


following, full of diſgrace to the honeur, juſtice, and humanity of 


a ty ky „„ _ RY OT EP FIT C 
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meaſures aforeſaid being ſtill continued, the Begum did, a 


Fi - 


rider 7 


« jt is well known in the firſt place, that ſuch bricked.up, or 


« otherwiſe hidden treaſure, is not to be hit upon in a day, with- 
&« out a guide. I have therefore informed the Nabob of this pro- 


„ poſal, and if the matter is to be reduced to a ſearch, he will go 


«« himſelf with ſuch people as he may poſſeſs, for information, 


<< together with the priſoners ; and when in poſſeſſion of the ground, 


«© by puniſhing the priſoners, or by ſuch other means as he may find 
« moſt effettual to forward a ſucceſsful ſearch upon the ſpot, he will 
« avail himſelf of the propoſal made vo the Bhow Begum. “ 
XLVI. That, probably from the Nabob's known and avowed 
reluctance to lend himſelf to the perpetration of the oppreſſive and 
iniquitous proceedings of the repreſentative of the Brinſh governs 


ment, the ſcandalous plan aforeſaid was not carried into execution; 


and all the rigours practiſed upon the chief miniſters of the ladies 


aforeſaid at Lucknow, being found ineffeRual, and the Princeſs 


mother having declared herſelf ready to deliver up every thing valu- 
able in her poſſeſſion, which Baher Ally Khan, one of her confiden- 


tial miniſters aforeſaid, only could come at, the ſaid change of pri- 


ſon was agreed to :—but not until the Nabob's mother aforeſaid, 
had engaged to pay, for the ſaid change of priſon, a ſum of ten 
thouſand pounds (one half of which was paid on the return of the 
Eunuchs) and that ““ ſhe would ranſack the Zenaua (women's 
« apartments) for Kincobs, muſlias, cloaths, &c, &c. &c. and 
te that ſhe would even allow a deduction from the annual allow- 
« ance, made to her for her ſubſiſtence in lieu of her jaghire.” 

XLVII. That ſoon after the return of the aforeſaid miniſters to 


the place of their impriſonment at Fyzabad, bonds for the five 


thouſand pounds aforeſaid, and goods, eſtimated, according to the 
valuation of a merchant appointed to value the ſame, at the ſum of 


| forty thouſand pounds, even allowing them to ſell greatly under 


their value, were delivered to the commanding officer at Fyzabad ; 
and the ſaid commanding officer did promiſe to the Begum to viſit 
Lucknow with ſuch propoſals as he hived would ſecure the /mall 
balance of fifteen thouſand pounds remaining of the unjuſt exaction 
aforeſaid. But the ſaid reſident Middleton Fa, in his letter of the 
17th of the ſaid month, poſitively refuſe to liſten to any terms 

before the final diſcharge of the whole of the demand; and did 


- Poſitively forbid the commanding officer to come to Lucknow to 


make the propoſal aforeſaid, in the terms following: .? As it is not 
«« poſlible to liſten to aꝝy terms from the Begums, before the final 
«« diſcharge of their conditional agreement for fifty-tive lacks, your 
coming here upon ſuch an agency can only be /o/s of time in com- 
Fc pleting the recovery of the balance of 6,55,000; for which your 
«4 regiment was ſent to Fyzabad, I muſt therefore defire you will 
leave no efforts, gentle or harſh, unattempted, to complete this, 
„ before you move from Fyzabad; and I am very anxious that 
*< this ſhould be as ſoon as poſſible, as I want to employ your regi- 
e ment upon other emergent ſervice, now ſuffering by every delay.” _ 
XLVII. That the goods aforeſaid were ſent to Lucknow, and | 
diſpoſed of in a manner unknown; and the harſh and oppreſſive 
: | bout the 
middle pf October 1782, cauſe to be repreſented to the ſaid Mid- 
SS | KS 3 dleton 
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dleton as follows: That her ſituation was truly N her eſ- 
0 


* tate ſequeſtered ; her treaſury ranſacked ; her Cojahs priſoners ; 


and her ſervants deſerting daily from want of ſubſiſtence. That 
<© ſhe had ſolicited the loan of money, to ſatisfy the demands of 


% the company, from every perſon that ſhe imagined would or 
2525 her with any; but that the opulent would not liſten 


% could 
* to her adverfity.—She had hoped that the wardrobe ſent to Luck- 
* now might have ſold for at leaſt one half of the Company's de- 
% mands on her; but even jewellery and goods, ſhe finds from 
% woeful experience, loſe their value the moment it is known they 


* come from her. That ſhe had now ſolicited the loan of caſh 


% from Almas Ally Cawn, and if ſhe failed in that application, 
** ſhe had no hopes of ever borrowing a ſum equal to the demand.“ 
— An hope not likely to be realized, as the ſaid Almas Ali was then 
engaged for a ſum of money to be raiſed for the company's uſe on 
the fecurity'of their confiſcated lands; the reſtoration of which 
cbuld form the only apparent ſecurity for a loan. 

XLIX. That this remonſtrance produced no effect on the mind 
of the aforeſaid refident ; who being about this time removed from 


bis reſidency, did, in a letter to his ſucceſſor Mr. Briſtow, dated 


23d October 1782, in effect recommend a perſeverance in the cruel 
and oppreſſive reſtraints aforeſaid, as a certain means of recoverin 
the remainder of the extorted bond ; and that the lands with whi 
the —— aforeſaid had been endowed, ſhould not be reſtored 
to them. | | 7 | 
L. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly apprized of all the 
material circumſtances in the unjuſt proceedings aforeſaid ; but did 
nothing to ſtop the courſe they were 1n, or to prevent, relieve, or 
mitigate the ſufferings of the parties affected by them; on the con- 
trary, he did, in his letter of the 25th of January 1782, to the 
reſident Middleton, declare that the Nabob having conſented to 
the ©* reſumption of the Jaghires held by the Begums, and to the 
* confiſcation of their treaſures, and thereby involved my own 


% name and the credit of the company in a participation of both Ml 


«© meaſures, I have a right to require and inſiſi on the complete exe- 
«© cution of them; and I look to you for their execution, declaring, 
«© that, J ſhall hold you accountable for it.” And ut appears, that 
he did write to the Nabcb a letter in the ſame peremptory manner ; 
but the ſaid letter has been ſuppreſſed. 1 

LI. That he the ſaid Haſtings further did manifeſt the concern 
he took in, and the encouragement which he gave to the proceed- 
ings aforeſaid, by conferring honour and diſtinctions upon the Mi- 
niſters of the Nabob, whom he, the Nabob, did conſider as hav- 
ing in the ſaid proceedings diſobeyed him and betrayed him, and 
as inſtruments in the diſlionour of his family, and the uſurpation of 
his authority.— That the ſaid miniſters did make addreſſes to the 
ſaid 3 for that purpoſe (which addreſſes the ſaid Haſtings 
had ſuppre 
the 11th of February 1782, tranſmit the ſame; and did, in the ſaid 
letter, acquaint the ſaid Haſtings, ** that the miniſters of the Na- 
bob had incurred much odium on account of their participation 
in his meaſures, and that they were not only pay er by the 

. *** 


ed) ; and the reſident Middleton did, with his letter of 
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«« party of the diſpoſſeſſed Jaghiredars, and the mother and uncle of 
15 Fe N. abob, but by the Nabob himſelf, as the dependents of the 
* Engliſh government, which they certainly are; and it is by its de- 
ve clared and moſt obvious ſupport alone that they can maintain the 
« authority and influence which is indi Aud 
the ſaid Middleton did therefore recommend, that they ſhould be 
« honoured with ſome teſtimony of his (the ſaid Haſtings's) ap- 
% probation and favour.” And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
ſend kellauts or robes of honour (the moſt public and diſtinguiſhed 
mode of acknowledging merit known in India) to the ſaid miniſters, 
in teſtimony of his approbation of their late ſervices. 5 
LII. That the ſaid Haſtings did not only give the aforeſaid pub- 
lic encouragement to the miniſters of the Nabob to betray and inſult 
their maſter and his family, in the manner aforeſaid, but when the 
ſaid Nabob did write ſeveral letters to him, the ſaid Haſtings, ex- 
reflive of his diſlike of being uſed as an inſtrument in the diſ- 
e acts aforeſaid, and refuſing to be further concerned 
therein, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did not only ſuppreſs and 
hide the ſaid letters from the view of the Court of Directors; 
| but in his inſtructions to the refident Briſtow, did attribute them 
to Hyder Beg Khan, miniſter to the Nabob (whom 1n other re- 
ſpects he did before and ever ſince ſupport againſt his maſter) and 
did expreſs himſelf with great ſcorn and contempt of the ſaid 
Nabob, and with much aſperity againft the ſaid miniſters; a 2 
ing, in proud and inſolent terms, that he had, by an abuſe of 
* his influence over the Nabob, he, the Nabob himſelf, being 
*& (as he ever muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon) a mere cypher in his, 
„ (the ſaid miniſter's) dared to make him (the Nabob) ame a very 
«© unbecoming tone of refuſal, reproach, and reſentment, in oppo- 
*« fition to meaſures recommended by ME, and even to a&s done 
« MY authberity;” the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtruction aforeſaid, 
particularizing the reſumption of the Jaghires, and the confiſcation 
of the treaſures that had heen ſo long ſuffered to remain in the 
hands of his (the Nabob's) mother. But the letters of the Nabob, 
which-in the ſaid inſtructions he refers to, as containing an oppo- 
ſition to the meaſures recommended by him, and which he aſſerts 
was conveyed in a very unbecoming tone of refuſal, reproach, and 
reſentment, he the ſaid Haſtings hath criminally withheld from the 
Company, contrary to their orders, and to his duty; and the 
more, as the ſaid letters muſt tend to ſhew in what manner the ſaid 
Nabob did feel the indignities offered to his mother, and the man- 
ner in which the ſaid miniſters, notwithſtanding their known depen- 
dence on the Engliſh Government, did expreſs. their ſeaſe of the 
part which their W was compelled to act in the ſaid diſ- 
graceful meaſures, And in further inſtructions to him the ſaid 
new reſident, he did declare his approbation of the evil acts afore- 
ſaid, as well as his reſolution of compelling the Nabob to thoſe 
rigorous proceedings againſt his parent, from which he had long 
ſhewn himſelf fo very averſe, in the following words: The ſeve- 
rities which have been increaſed towards the Begums were moſt 
** Juſtly merited, by the advantage which they took of the troubles 


*in which I was perſonally involved laſt year, to create a rebellion 
0 | e in 
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« they thought was impeding, on ours.” * If it is the Nabob's 
«« defire to forget and to forgive their paſt offences, I have no ob- 


« jection to his allowing them, in penſion, the nominal amount of 5 


« their Jaghires ; but if he ſhall ever er to reſtore their Jaghires 
«<< to them, or to give them any property in land, after the warn- 


«© ing which they have iow him by the dangerous abuſe which 
| 0 


4 they formerly made of his indulgence, you muſt remonſtrate in 
„ the ſtrongeſt terms againſt it; you muſt not permit ſuch an event 
% fo take place, until this government ſhall have received informa- 
&* tion of it, and ſhall have time to interpoſe its influence for the 
«© prevention of it.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did, in 
the manner aforeſaid, poſitively refuſe to admit the Nabob to re- 


ſtore to his mother and grandmother any part of their landed 


eſtates for their maintenance, did well know that the revenues of 
the ſaid Nabob were at that time ſo far 1 7 to the demands of 
the Company (by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, aggravated be- 


yond the whole of what they did produce) or were otherwiſe fo. 


far applied to the purpoſes of ſeveral of the ſervants of the Com- 
pany and others, the dependents of him the ſaid Haſtings, that 
none of the penſions or allowances aſſigned by the ſaid Nabob, in 
lieu of the eſtates confiſcated, were paid, or were likely to be diſ- 
charged with that punctuality which was neceſſary even to the ſcanty 


ſubſiſtence of the perſons, to which they were in name and appear- 


ance applied. For, | | | 
LIII. That fo early as the 6th of March, 1782, Captain Leo- 


nard Jaques, who commanded the ſorces on duty for the purpoſe 
of diſtreſſing the ſeveral women in the palaces at Fyzabad, did com- 
Plain to the reſident, Richard Johnſon, in the following words: 
«© The women belonging to the Khord Mohul (or leſſer palace) 
« complain of their being in want of every neceſſary of life, and 
« are at laſt driven to that deſperation, that they at night get on 
«© the top of the Zenanah, make a great diſturbance, and laſt 
«© night, not only alarmed the ſentinels poſted in the garden, but 
ce threw dirt at them; they threaten to throw themſelves from the 
«© walls of the Zenanah, and alſo to break out of it. Humanity 
«© obliges me to acquaint you of this matter, and to requeſt to 
«© know, if you have any directions to give me concerning it. I 
«© alſo beg leave to acquaint you, I ſent for Letafit Ally Khan, the 
«© cojah, who has the charge of them, and who informs me it is 
well grounded, that they have fold every thing they had, eden to 
«« the cloaths from their backs, and now have no means of ſub- 
© —_ | 

LIV. That the diſtreſſes of the ſaid women grew fo urgent on 
the pot of the ſaid 6th of March, the day when the letter above 
recited was written, that Captain Leonard Jaques aforeſaid did 


think it neceſſary to write again, on the day following, to the 


Britiſh reſident, in the following words: “ beg leave to addreſs 
vou again concerning the women in the Khord Mohul, (the 
<« leſſer palace). Their behaviour laſt night was ſo furious, that 


there ſeemed the greateſt probability of their proceeding to the 


utter moſt extremities, and that they would either 7hrow them/#lves 
, | cc fron 


% jn the Nabob's government, and to, complete the ruin which I 
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e from the walls, 'or force open the dcors of the Zananab. I have 


„ made every enquiry concerning. the cauſe of their complaints, 


« and find from Latrafit Ally Khan, that they are in a farviag 
«© condition, having ſold all their cloaths and neceſſaries, and now 
« hue not wherewithal to ſupport nature; and as my inſtructions 


| 4 are quite ſilent on this head, I ſhould be glad to know how to 


«c proceed, in caſe they were to force the doors of the Zenanah, as 
« [ ſuſpect it will happen, ſhould no ſubſiſtence be very quickly 
LV. That in conſequence of theſe repreſentations, it appears, 
that the ſaid reſident, Richard Johnſon, did promiſe, that an ap- 

ication ſhould be made to certain of the ſervants of the Nabob 


I 
| Vizier, to provide for their ſubſiſtence. | 


' LVI. That Captain Jaques being relieved from the duty of im- 
priſoning the women of Sujah ul Dowla, the late ſovereign of 
Oude, an ally of the company, who dwelt in the ſaid leſſer palace, 
and Major Gilpin being appointed to ſucceed, the ſame malicious 
deſign of deſtroying the ſaid women, or the ſame ſcandalous neglect 


of their preſervation and ſubſiſtence, did ſtill continue; and Major 


Gilpin found it neceſſary to apply to the new reſident Briſtow, in a 
letter of the zoth of October, 1782, as follows: 20 
LVII. Sir, laſt night about 8'o'clock, the women in the Khord 
<© Mohul flefſer palace] or Zenanah, [women's apartment] under 
« the charge of Latafut Ally Khan, afſembled on the tops of the 
« buildings, crying in a moſt lamentable manner for food, that for the 
&« laſt. four days, they had got but a very ſcanty allowance, and that 
„ yefterday they bad got none. | n og i 
LVIII. The melancholy cries of famine, are more eafily imagined 


©. than deſeribed; and from their repreſentation, I fear the Nabob's 


««.agents for that buſineſs are very inattentive; I therefore think. 
c it requiſite to make you acquainted with the circumſtance, - that 
«« his excellency the Nabob may cauſe his agents to be mare cir- 
«« cumſpeR in their conduct towards theſe poor unhappy women.“ 

LIX. That although the refident Briſtow did not then think 


himſelf authorized to remove the guard, he did apply to the miniſ- 


ter of the Nabob, who did promiſe ſome relief to the women of 
the late Nabob, confined in the leſſer palace; but apprehending, 
with reaſon, that the miniſter aforeſaid might not be more ready 
or active, in making the neceſſary proviſion for them, than on 
former occaſions, he did render himſelf perſonally reſponſible to 
Major Gilpin, for the repayment of any ſum equal to one thou- 
ſand pounds fterling, which he might procure for the ſubliflence of 
the ſufferers. But whatever relief was given (the amount thereof 


not appearing) the ſame was ſoon exhauſted ; and the number of 
perſons to be maintained in the ſaid leſſer palace being eight hun- 


dred women, the women of the late ſovereign, Sujah ul Dowla, 
and ſeveral of the younger children of the ſaid ſovereign prince, - 
beſides their attendants, Major Gilpin was obliged, on the fifteenth: 
of November following, again to addreſs the reſident, by a repre- 
ſentation of this tenor : ** Sir, the repeated cries of the women in 
the Khord Mohul Zenanah for ſubſiſtence has been truly me- 
« lancholy.” re ESL, : 
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76 n | 
LX. 93 moſt piteouſly for liberty, that they may earn their 
* daily hy fr Fo grin. or to be relieved from their miſery 
4. by immediate death.” | | „ 

LXI. In conſequence of their unhappy ſituation, I have this 
« day taken the liberty of drawing on you, in favour of Ramna- 
4c rian, at ten days ſight, for twenty ſon kerah rupees, ten thouſand 
«© of which I have paid to Cojah Latafut Ally Khan, under-whoſe 


« charge that Zenanah is.“ 


by 


LXII. That, notwithſtanding, all the promiſes and reiterated 4 


engagements of the miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, the ladies of the 
palace aforeſaid fell again into extreme diftreſs ; and the reſident 
id again complain to the ſaid miniſter, who was conſidered to be, 
and really and ſubſtantially was, the miniſter of the Governor Ge- 
neral Warren Haſtings aforeſaid, and not of the Nabob (the ſaid 
Nabob being, according to the ſaid Haſtings's own account, 
«© 2 cypher in his [the ſaid miniſter's] hands), that the funds 
allowed for their ſubſiſtence, were not applied to their ſupport; 
But notwithſtanding all theſe repeated complaints and remonſtrances, 
and the conſtant promiſe of amendment on the part of his, the 
 faid Haſtings's miniſter, the ſupply was not more plentiful or more 
ular than before. | | 
LXIII. That the ſaid reſident Briſtow, finding by experience the | 
inefficacy of the courſes which had been purſued, with regard to 
the mother and grandmother of the reigning Prince of Oude; and, 
having received a report from Major Gilpin, informing him, that 
all which could be done by force, had been done; and that the 
only hope which remained, for realizing the remainder of the 
money unjuſtly exacted as aforeſaid, lay in more lenient methods; 
he - & ſaid reſident, did, of his own authority, order the removal 
of the guard from the palaces, the troops being long and much 
wanted for the defence of the frontier, and other material ſervices ; 
and did releaſe the ſaid miniſters of the ſaid women of rank, who 
had been confined and put in irons, and variouſly diſtreſſed and 
rſecuted, as afore-recited, for near twelve months. | 
LXIV. That the manner in which the ſaid inhuman acts of ra- 
pacity and violence were felt, both by the women of high rank 
concerned, and by all the people, ftrongly appears in the joy ex- 
preſſed on their releaſe, which took place on the 5th of December, 
1782; and is ſtated, in two letters of that date from Major Gilpin 
to the refident, in the words following: f 
LXV. I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
« 2d inftant, and in conſequence immediately enlarged the pri- 
1% ſoners Behar Ally Khan and Jewar Ally Khan, from their con- 
c finement; a circumſtance that gave the Begums, and the city of 
© Fyzabad in general, the greateſt fatisfatiun. | | 
EXVI. “ In tears of joy Behar and Jewar Ally Khan expreſſed 
* their ſincere acknowledgments to the Governor General, his 
*« Excellency the Nabob Vizier, and to you, Sir, for reſtori 
them to that invaluable bleſſing, liberty, for which they woul 
ever retain the molt grateful remembrance; and at their requeſt 
« 'Itranſmit you the encloſed letters. 1 5 
8 . LXVII. 
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LXVII. L wiſh you had been preſent at the enla ent of the 
cc priſoners: The: quivering lips, with the tears of joy ſtealing 
„ down the poor men's cheeks, was a ſcene truly affecting. 
LXVIII. If the prayers of theſe: poor men will avail, you will, 
„ atithe LAST "TRUMP ! be tranſlated to the happieſt regions in 
4 heaven.” e TM | ; 
LXIX. That the refident Briſtow, knowing how acceptable the 
ſaid proceeding would be to all the people of Oude, and the 
neighbouring independent countries, did generouſly and politically 
(though not truly) in his letter to the Princeſs Mother, attribute 
the ſaid relief given to herſelf, and the releaſe of her Miniſters, to 
the humanity of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, agreeably to whoſe 
orders he pretended to act; aſſerting, that he the ſaid Haſtings 
tc was the ſpring from whence ſhe was reſtored to her dignity and 
« conſequence.” And the account of the proceedings aforeſaid 
were regularly tranſmitted to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the goth 
of December, 1782, with the reaſons and motives thereto, and a 
copy of the report of the officer concerning the inutility of further 
force, attended with ſundry documents concerning the famiſhing 
and other treatment of the women and children of the late ſove- 
reign; but the ſame appear to have made no proper impreſſion on 
the mind of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; for no anſwer! whatſoever 
was given to the ſaid letter until the 3d of March, 1783, when · the 
ſaid Haſtings, writing in his own character and that of the Council, 
did entirely paſs by all the circumſtances before recited, but did 
give directions for the rene wal of meaſures of the like nature and 
tendency with thoſe which (for ſeveral of the laſt months at leaſt of 
the ſaid proceeding) had been employed with ſo little advantage to 
the intereſt, and with ſo much injury to the reputation of the Com- 
any, his maſters, in whoſe name he acted; expreſſing himſelf in the 
aid letter of the 3d of March, 1783, as follows: We deſire you 
© will inform us what means have been taken for recovering the 
« balance [the pretended balance of the extorted money] due 
ee from the Begums [Princeſſes] at Fyzabad; and, if neceſſary, 
e you muſt recommend it to the Vizier to enforce the moſt efectual 
c means for that purpoſe.” And the reſident did, in his anſwer to 
the Board dated 3iſt March, 1283, on. this peremptory. order, 
again detail the particulars aforeſaid to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
referrring him to his former correſpondence, ſtating the utter im- 
poſſibility of proceeding further by force, and mentioning certain 
other diſgraceful and oppreſſive circumſtances ; and in particular, 
That the Company did not, in plundering the mother of the 
reigning Prince of her wearing 2 and beaſts of carriage, re- 
ceive a value in the leaſt equal to the loſs ſhe ſuffered; the elephants 
having no buyer but the Nabob, and the clothes, which had laſt 
been delivered to Middleton at a valuation of thirty thouſand 
pounds, were ſo damaged by ill keeping, in warehouſes, that 
they could not be ſold, even for ſix months credit, at much more 
than about eight thouſand pounds, by which a loſs in a ſingle article 
was incurred of twenty-two thouſand pounds out of the fifty, for 5 
the recovery of which (ſuppoſing it had been à juſt debt) ſuch 
rigorous means had been Ns Hl after having IE 
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ceived upwards of five hundred theuſand pounds, in · value to the 


Company; and extorted much more, in lofs to the ſuffering in- 


dividuals. And the ſaid Priſtow being well acquainted with the 
unmerciſul temper of the ſaid Haſtings, in order to leave no means 
untried to app=aſe him, not contented with the. letter to the Go: 
vernor Genere! and Council, did on the ſame, day write another 
letter 1 bim particularly, in which he did urge ſeveral arguments, 
the neceſſity of uſing of which to the ſaid Haſtings did refied great 
diſhonour on this nation, and on the Chriſtian religion therein pro- 
feſſed ; viz. That he had experienced great embarraſſment in 


e treating with her — mother of the reigning Prince] for, as $ 


«© the mother of the Vizier, the people look up to her with reſpect ; 


e and any hard meaſures practiſed againſt women of her high rank, 4 


« create diſcontent, and affect our national character.“ And the 
faid reſident, after condemning very unjuſtly her conduct, added; 
% Still ſhe is the mother of the Prince of the country, and the re- 
« ligious prejudices of nuſſelmen prevail too ſtrongly in their minds 
«« to forget her fituation.”” | $2, 
LXX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not make any anſwer 
to the ſaid letter. But the mother of the Prince aforeſaid, as well 
as the mother of his father, being, in conſequence of his, the ſaid 
Haſtings's directions, inceſſantly and rudely preſſed by their de- 
ſcendant, in the name of the Company, to pay to the laſt farthing 
of the demand, they did both poſitively refuſe to pay any part of 
the pretended balances aforeiaid;. 
ſtored to them; on the ſecurity of which alone, they alledged them- 
ſelves to bein a condition to borrow any money, or even to provide 
for the ſubſiſtence of themſelves and their numerous dependants. 


And, in order to put ſome end to theſe differences, the Vizier did 
himſelf, about the beginning of Auguſt 1783, go to Fyzabad, and 
did hold divers conferences with his parents, and did conſent and 
engage to reſtore to them their landed eſtates aforeſaid; and did 


iſſue an order that they ſhould be reſtored accordingly : But his 
Miniſter aforeſaid, having before his eyes the peremptory orders of 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did perſuade his maſter todiſhonour 
_ himſelf, in breaking his faith and engagement with his mother and 

the mother of his father, by firſt evading the execution, and after- 
wards totally revoking his ſaid public and ſolemn act, on pretence 
that he had agreed to the grant from ſhame, being in their pre- 
«« ſence [the preſence of his mother and grandmother] and that it 
«© was unavoidable at the time; — the ſaid Miniſter declaring to 


him, that it would be ſufficient if he allowed them“ money for 


« their xcce/ary expences, and that would be doing enough.” 
LXXI. That the faith given for the reſtoratlyn of their landed 
eſtates being thus violated, and the money for neceſſary expences 
being as ill ſupplied as before, the women and children of the late 
ſovereign, father of the reigning prince, continued expoſed to fre- 
vent want of the common neceſſaries of life; and being ſorely 
preſſed by famine, they were compelled to break through all the 
principles of local decorum and reſerve, which conſtitute the dignity 
of the female ſex in that part of the world; and after great clamour 


and violent attempts, for one whole day, to break the incloſure of 


the 
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the palace, and to force their way into the public market, in order 
to move the compaſſion of the people, and to beg their bread ; and 
they did, on the next day actually proceed to the extremity of ex- 
oling themſelves to public view—an extremity, implying the low- 
eſt ſtate of diſgrace and degradation; to avoid-whieh-many women 
in India have laid violent hands upon themſelves—and they did 
proceed to the public market-place, with the ſtarving children of 
the late ſovereign,' and the brothers and ſiſters of the- reigning 
prince ;—a minute account of the tranſaction aforeſaid was written 
to the Britiſh reſident at Lucknow, by the perſon appointed to con- 
vey — to him from Fyzabad, in the following particulars, 
graceful to the honour, juſtice and humanity of this 

nation. | | | 
LXXII. „ The ladies, their attendants and ſervants, were fill as 
t clamorous as laſt night. Letafut, the Daroga, went to them, and 
© remonſtrated with them on the impropriety of their conduct, at 
«+ the ſame time aſſuring them, that in a few days all their ajlow- 
© ances would be paid; and, ſhould not that be the caſe, he 
* would advance them ten days ſubſiſtence, upon condition that 


they returned to their habitation. None of them, however, 


«« conſented to his propoſals ; but were ſtill intent upon making 
their eſcape through the Bazar (market- place) and in conſequence 
«« formed themſelves into a line, and arranging themſelves in the 


6 following order: the children in the front; behind them the 
* ladies of the ſeraglio; and behind them again their attendants : 


e But their intentions were fruſtrated by the oppoſition which they 


* met from Letafut's Sepoys. 
LXXIII. The next day Letafut went twice to the women, and 


© uſed his endeavours to make them return into the Zenanah, pro- 


e miſjng to advance them 10,000 rupees; which, upon the money 


*« being paid down, they agreed to comply with; but night com- 
ing on, nothing tranſnired. 25 46:4 
LXXIV. On the day following, their clamours were more vio- 
* lent than uſual. Letafut went to confer with them upon che buſineſs 
of yeſterday, offering the ſame terms. Depending npoa the fide- 
* lity of his promiſes, they conſented to return to their apartments; 
* which they accordingly did except two or three of the ladies, 
«© and moſt of their attendants. Letafut then went to Hoſſmund 
* Ally Cawn," to conſult with him upon what means they ſhould 
© take. They came to a reſolution of driving them. in by force 
and gave orders to their Sepoys to heat any one of tre women 
© who ſhould attempt to move forward. The Sepoys conſequent- 


© ly aſſembled ; and each on being provided with a bludgeon, they 


<* drove them by dint of beating into the Zenanah. The women, 
o ſeeing the treachery of the Letafut, proceeded to throw ſtones 
and bricks at the Sepays, and again attempted to get out; but 
«« finding that impoſſible, from the gates being ſhut, they kept up 
*f a continual diſcharge of ſtones and bricks; ill about ten; When, 
** finding their ſituation deſperate, they retired into the Kung Mo- 
ef hul, and forced their way from thence into the palace, and dif. 
*« perſed themſelves about the houſe an garden; after this they 
were deſirous of getting into the Begum's apartment, but ſhe 


L 2 being 
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cc being apprized of their intention, ordered her doors to be ſhut. 
«© Th the mean time, Letafut and Huſhmund Ally Cawn- poſted 
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ſentries to ſecure the gates of the leſſer Mahal. During the 
whole of this conflict, all the ladies and women remained expoſed 
to the view of the Sepoys. The Begum then ſent for Letafut 
and Huſhmund Ally Cawn, whom ſhe ſeverely reprimanded, and 
inſiſted upon knowing the cauſes of this infamous behaviour. 
They pleaded in their defence the impoſlibility of helping it, as 
the treatment the women had met with had been conformable to 
his Excellency the Vizier's orders. The Begum alledged, that 
even admitting that the Nabob had given thoſe orders, they 
were by no means authorized in this manner to diſgrace the fa- | 
mily of Shoja Dowla ; and ſhould they not receive their allow- {| 
ance for a day or two, it could be of no great moment: what 
was paſſed was now at an end, but that the Vizier ſhould cer- 
tainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair, and that what- 
ever he deſired ſhe ſhould implicitly comply with. The Begum 
then ſent for five of the children who were wounded in the af- 
fray of laſt night, and after endeavouring to ſooth them, ſhe 
ſent again for Letafut and Huſhmund Ally Cawn, -and in the 
preſence of the children expreſſed her diſapprobation of their 
conduct, and the improbability of Aſuf ul Dowla's ſuffering the 


«© Ladies and Children of Shuja Dowla to be diſgraced by being 
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expoſed to the view of the rabble. Upon which Letafut pro- 
duced the letter from the Nabob, at the ſame time repreſenting 

that he was amenable only to the orders of his Excellency, — 
that whatever he ordered it was his duty to obey; and that had 
the ladies thought proper to have retired into their apartments 
quietly, he would not have uſed the means he had taken to com- 
pel them. The Begum again obſerved, that what had happened 
was now over, She then gave the children 400 Rupees, and 
diſmiſſed them, and ſent word by Jumrud and the other eunuchs, 
that if the ladies would peaceably retire to their apartments, 
Latafut would ſupply them with 3 or 4,000 Rupees, for their 
perſonal expences, and recommended to them not to incur any 


further diſgrace; and that if they did not think proper to act 


agreeable to her directions, they would do wrong, The ladies 
followed her advice, and about ten at night went back into the 
Zenanah. The next morning the Begum waited upon the mo- 
ther of Shuja Dowla, and related to her all the circumſtances 
of the diſturbances. 'The mother of Shuja Dowla returned for- 
anſwer, that after there wm no accounts kept of crores of re- 
venues, ſhe was not ſurprized that the family of Shuja Dowla, 
in their endeavours to procure a ſubſiſtence, ſhould be obliged 
to expoſe themſelves to the meaneſt of the people. After bewail- 
ing their misfortunes, and ſhedding many tears, the Begum took 

her leave and returned home.” i | 


That the ſaid affecting narrative, being ſent, with others of the 


ſame nature, on the 29th of Jan 1784, to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, he did not order any relief in conſequence thereof, or 


take any ſort of notice whatſoever of the ſaid intelligence. 


v4 


contumaciouſly and cruelly decline any compliance with the 


E 4 
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LXXV. That the Court of Directors did expreſs ſtrong doubts 
of the propriety of ſeizing the eſtates aforeſaid, and did declare to 
him the ſaid Haſtings, ** thit the only conſolation they felt on the 
4 occaſion is, that the amount of thoſe Jaghires for which the com-- 
«© pany were guarantees, is to be paid through our refident at the court 
« of the Vixier; and it very materially concerns the credit of your 
„ Governor, on no account to /uffer ſuch payments to be evaded.” 
But the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never make the arrangement ſu 
poſed in the ſaid letter to be actually made, nor did he cauſe the 
reſident to pay them the amount of their Jaghires, or to make any 
payment to them. T7 | | 
And the ſaid Haſtings being expreſsly ordered by the Court of 
Directors to reſtore to them their eſtates, in caſe the charges made 
upon them ſhould not be found true; he, the ſaid . did 
aid or- 


ders, until his journey to Lucknow, 1a | 
when he did, as he ſays, ** conformably to the orders of the Court 
* of Directors, and more to the inclination of the Nabob Vizier, 
b reſtore to them their Jaghires, but with the defalcation, accord- 
„ ing to his own account, of a large portion of their reſpective 
4 ſhares;”” pretending, without the leaſt probability, that the ſaid 
defalcation was a voluntary conceſſion on their part.“ But what 
he has left to them for their ſupport, or in what proportion to that 
which he has taken away, he has no where ſtated to the Court of 
Directors, whoſe faith he has broken, and whoſe orders he has thug 
eluded, whilſt he pretended to yield /me obedience to them. | 
LXXVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having made a malici- 
ous, looſe, and ill ſupported charge, backed by certain unſatiſ- 
factory affidavits, as a ground for his ſeizing on the Jaghires and 
the treaſures of the Vizier's mother, ſolemnly guaranteed to them; 
the Court of Directors did, in their letter of the 14th of February 
1783, expreſs themſelves as follows 8 that meaſure ;— 
*© which the Governor General (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings) in 
„ his letter to your Board the 23d of January 1782, has declared 
<< 2 encouraged and ſupported; we hope and truſt for the 
«© honour of the Britiſh nation, that the meature appeared fully 
5 juſtified in the eyes of all Hindoſtan. The Governor General 
« has informed us, that it can be well atteſted that the Begums 
(the mother and grandmother of the Nabob aforeſaid) principally 
« excited and ſupported the late commotions; and that they car- 
«« ried their inveteracy to the Engliſh nation ſo far, as to aim at our 
utter extirpation. — And the Court of Directors did further de- 
clare as follows: That it no where appears from the papers at 
* preſent in our poſſeſſion, that they (the mother and grandmother 
* of the Nabob of Oude) excited any commotions previous to the 
* impriſonment of Rajah Cheit Sing, and only armed themſelves 
in conſequence of that tranſaction; and as it is probable, that 
* ſuch a conduct proceeded from motives of ſelf-defence, under an 
„ apprehenſion that they themſelves might likewiſe be laid under 
<« unwarrantable contributions. And = ſaid Court of Directors, 
in giving their orders for the reſtoration of the Jaghires, or for the 
payment of an equivalent through the refident, did give this ales 
. , or 
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for the reſtoration of their eſtates as aforeſaid, on condition that it 


thould appear from enquiry, that they were not guilty of the prac- 
tices charged upon them by the ſard Haſtings. Mr. Stables, one 
of the Council General, did, in execution of the ſaid conditional 
order, propoſe an enquiry, lezding to the aſcertainment of the con- 
dition, and did enter a- minute as follows: ** "That the Court of 
% DireCtors, by their letters of the 14th of February 1783, ſeem 
«© not to be ſatisfied that the diſaffection of the Begums to this go- 
s vernment is ſufficiently proved by the evidence before them; I 
<< therefore think, that the late and preſent reſident, and com- 
«© manding officer in the V. zier's country at the time, ſhould be 


* ealled on to collect what further information they can on this 


4 ſubject, in which the honour and w of this government ts 
4 fo mater:ally concerned; and that ſuch information may be tranſ- 
cc mitted to the Court of Directors.“ And he did further propoſe 


heads and modes of euquiry, ſuitable to the doubts expreſſed by the 


Court of Directors. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who ought 
Jong before, on principles of natural juſtice, to have inſtituted a 
' diligent enquiry in ſupport of his ſo improbable a charge, and was 
bound, even for his own honour, as well as for the fatisfaQion of 
the Court of Directors, to take a ſtrong part in the ſaid enquiry, 
did ſet himſelf in oppoſition to the ſame, and did carry with him a 
majority of Council againſt the ſaid enquiry into the juſtice of the 
cauſe, or any propoſition for the relief of the ſufferers, aſſerting, 


© that the reaſons of the Court of Directors, if tranſmitted with 


44 the orders for the enquiry, will prove in effect an order for col- 
, lecting evidence t the juſlification and acguittal of the Begums, and 


t not for the inveſtigation of the truth of the charges which have been 


" preferred againſt ibem. That Mr. Stables did not propoſe, (as 
in the ſaid Haſtings's minute is groundleſsly ſuppoſed) that the 
reaſons of the Court of Directors ſhould be tranſmitted with the or- 
ders for an enquiry, But the apprehenfion of the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, of the probable reſult of the enquiry propoſed, did ſtrongly 
-* Jadicate his ſenſe of his own guilt, and the innocence of the parties 

accuſed by him; and if, by his conſtruction, Mr. Stahles's minute 
did indicate an enquiry merely for the juſtification of the parties by 


him accuſed, (which conſtruction the motion did not bear) it was 


no more than what the obvious rules of juſtice would well ſupport ; 
his own proceedings having been ex parte; he having employed Sir 
Elijah Impey to take affidavits againſt the women of high rank 
aforeſaid, not only without any enquiry made on their part, but 
without any communication to them, of his practice and proceed- 
ing againſt them ; and equity did at leaſt require that they, with 
his own knowledge, and by the ſubordinates of his own govern- 
ment, ſhould be allowed a public enquiry to acquit themſelves of 


the hey offences with which they had been by him clandeſtinely 


Charged. | | 
: LAXVIL. That he the ſaid Haſtings, in order to effectually ſtifle 
the ſaid enquiry, did enter on record a further minute, aſſerting, 
that the ſaid enquiry would be productive of evils greater than 
« any which exiſt in the conſequences which have a ready taken 
ge place, and qwhich time has almoſt obliterated ;”” as allo the follow- 
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ing—* If I am rightly. informed, the Nabob Vizier and the Be- 
«« gums are on terms of mutual good-will: It would ill become 
„„ this government to interpoſe its influence, by any ad which 
re might tend to revive their animoſities, and a very flight occaſion 
+ would be ſufficient to effect it. They will inſtantly take fire on 


„ ſuch a declaration, proclaim the judgment of the Company oh 
their favour, demand a reparation of the acts, which they would 
re conſtrue wrongs, with ſuch a ſentence warranting that conſtruc- 


e tion, and either accept the invitation, to the proclaimed ſcandal 
« of the Nobob Vizier, which will at add to the' credit of our 
4 gowernment; or remain in his dominions, but not under his au- 
« thority, to add to his vexations, and the diſorders of the coun- 
* try, by continual intrigues and ſeditions. Enough already exiſts 
4 to affect his peace and the quiet of his people. If we cannot 
« heal, let us not inflame the wounds which have been inflicted.— 
te If the Begums think themſelves aggrieved to ſuch a degree, as 
*« to juſtify them in an appeal to a foreign juriſdidion; to appeal to 


it againſt a man ſtanding in the relation of ſon and grandſon to 


© them; to appeal to the juſtice of thoſe who bave been the abettors 
and inſtruments of their imputed wrongs ; let us at leaſt permit 
„ them. to be the judges of their own feelings, and prefer their 
* complaints, before we offer to redreſs them. They will not need 
% to be prompted. - I hope I ſhall not depart from the fimplicity of 
official language, in ſaying, the majeity of juſtice ought to be 
*© approached with ſolicitation, not deſcend to provoke or invite 
« it, much leſs to debaſe itſelf by the ſuggeſtion of wrongs, and 
*« the promiſe of redreſs, with the denunciation of puniſhments 
«c: before trial, and even before accuſation.” “ „ 
LXXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in attempting to paſs 
act of indemnity for his own crimes, and of oblivion for the ſuf- 
ferings of others, ſuppoſing the latter 444 ob/iterated by time, did 
not only mock and inſult over the ſufferings of the allies of the 
Company, but did ſhew an indecent contempt of the underſtandings 


of the Court of Directors; becauſe his violent attempts on the pro- 


perty and liberty of the mother and grandmother of the ally afore- 


| ſaid, had not their firſt commencement much above two years 
before that time, and had been continued, without abatement or 


zelaxation on his part, to the very time of his minute: The Nabob 
having, by the inſtigation of his the ſaid Haſtings's inſtrument 
Hyder Beg Khan, not two months before the date of the conſulta- 
tion, been obliged, a ſecond time, to break his faith with relation 


to the eſtates of his mother, in the manner herein- before recited. 


And the ſaid Haſtings did not, and could not concetve, that the 
clearing the mother could revive any animoſity between her and 
her ſon, by whom ſhe never had been accuſed. The faid Haſtings 
was alſo ſenſible, that the reſtoration of her landed eſtates, recom- 
mended by the Court of Directors, could not produce any ill effect 
on the mind of the ſaid ſon, as it was with almoſt unconquerable 


_ © reluQtance he had been perſuaded to deprive her of them.” And 


at the time of his ſubmitting to become an inſtrument in this in- 
Juſtice, did “ declare, both to the reſident and his miniſters, 
that it was an act of compulſion.” | 

| 1 255 . . 
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LXXIX. That the ſaid Haſtings further, by inſiauating that the 
women in queſtion would act amiſs in 1 to a foreign juri/- 
diAion againſt a ſon and grandſon, cou 

If, being that foreign juriſdiction (if any 1 there was) 
did himſelf direct and order the injuries; did himſelf urge the ca- 
jumnies; and did himſelf cauſe to be taken and produced the un- 
fatisfaftory evidence, by which the women in queſtion had ſuffered ; 
and that it was againſt him the ſaid Haſtings, and not againſt their 
fon, that they had reaſon to appeal. But the truth is, that the 
enquiry was moved for by Mr. Stables, not on the prayer + - a9 
of the ſufferers, but upon the ill impreſſion which the ſaid H 8˙8 
own conduct, merely and ſolely on his own ſtate of it, and 18 
own evidence in ſupport of it, had made on the Court of Di- 
rectors, who were his lawful maſters, and not ſuitors in his Court. 
And his arrogating to himſelf and his colleagues to be a tribunal, 
and a tribunal, not for the purpoſe of doing juſtice, but of refuſing 


enquiry, was an high offence and miſdemeanor (particularly as the 


due obedience to the Company's orders was eluded on the inſolent 
tence, © That the majeſty of juſtice ought to be approached 

* with ſolicitation, and that it would debaſe itſelf by the ſuggeſtion 
. of wrongs, and the promiſe of redreſs,””) in a Governor whoſe 
buſineſs it is, even of himſelf and unſolicited, not only to promiſe, 


but to afford redrefs to all thoſe who ſhould ſaffer under the power 


of the Company, even if their ignorance, or want of protection, 
or the imbecilicy of their ſex, or the fear of irritating perſons in 
rank and ſtation, ſhould prevent them from feeking it by formal 
ſolicitation. | E 5 . EO Pr ne 
LXXxX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time when he 
pretended ignorance of all ſolicitation for juſtice on the part of the 


women aforeſaid, and on that pretence did refuſe the enquiry 


moved by his colleague Mr. Stables, had in all probability received 


from the reſident Middleton, or if he had made the ſlighteſt enquiry 


from the ſaid Middleton, then at Calcutta, might immediately 
receive an account, that ey did actually ſolicit the ſaid reſident, 
through Major Gilpin, for redreſs againſt his the faid Haſtings's ca- 
lumnious accuſation, and the falſe teſtimony by which it was ſup - 
ported; and did ſend the ſaid complaint to the refident Middleton, 
by the ſaid Gilpin, to be traſmitted to him the ſaid Haſtings and 
the Council, ſo early as the 19th of October, 1782; and that ſhe, 
the mother of the Nabob, did afterwards fend the ſame to the re- 
ſident Briſtow, aſſerting their innocence, and accompanying the 
ſame with the copies of letters (the originals of which they aſſerted 


were in their hands) from the chief witneſſes againſt them, Hanna 
and Gordon, which letters did directly overturn the charges or inſi- 
nuations in the affidavits made by them; and that inſtead of any ac- 


cuſation of an attempt upon them and their parties, by the inſtiga- 
tion of the mother of the Nabob, or by her miniſters, 'they the 
ſaid Hannay and Gordon did attribute their preſervation to them, 
and to their ſervices ; and did, with ſtrong expreſſions of gratitude, 
both to the mother of the Nabbb, and to her miniſters, fully 


acknowledge the ſame. Which remonſtrance of the mother of the 


Nabob, and the letters of the ſaid Hannay and Gordon are annexed 
| | | | ta 


not forget that he him- 
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to this charge; and the ſaid Haſtings is highly criminal for not 
having examined into the facts alledged in the ſaid remonſtrance. 

LXXXI. That the violent proceedings of the ſaid Warren Haft- 
ings did tend to impreſs all the neighbouring Princes, ſome of 
whom were allied in blood to the oppreſſed women of rank afore- 
ſaid, with an ill opinion of the faith, honour, and decency of the 
Britiſh. nation; and accordingly, on the journey aforeſaid, made by 
the Nabob from Lucknow to Fyzabad, in which the ſaid Nabob 
did reſtore, in the manner before-mentioned, the confiſcated eſtates 
of his mother and grandmother, and did afterwards revoke his ſaid 
grant, it appears that the ſaid journey did cauſe a general alarm 
(the worſt motives obtaining the moſt eaſy credit with regard to 


any future proceeding, on account of the foregone acts) and excited 


great indignation among the ruling perſons of the adjacent country ; 
inſomuch that Major Brown, agent to the ſaid Warren Haſtings at 
the Court of the King Shaw Allum at Delhi, did write a remon- 


ſtrance thereon to Mr. Briſtow, reſident at Oude, as follows:. 


«© The evening of the 7th, at a conference I had with Mirza 
«© Shuffee Cawn, he introduced a ſubject reſpecting the Nabob 
« Vizier, which, however it may be diſagreeable for you to know, 
« and conſequently for me to communicate, I am under a neceſſity 
« of laying before you. He told me he had received information 
« from Lucknow, that, by the advice of Hyder Beg Cawn, the 
«© Vizier had determined to bring his Grandmother, the widow of 
«« Sufdar Jung, from Eyzabad to Lucknow, with a view of getting 
«« a further ſum of money from her, by ſeizing on her eunuchs, 


“ digging up the apartments of her houſe at Fyzabad, and putting 


«© her own perſon under reſtraint. This, he ſaid, he knew, was 
e not an act of our government, but the mere advice of Hyder 
Beg Cawn, to which the Vizier had been induced to attend. He 


* added, that the old Begum had reſolved rather to put herſelf to 


«« death than to ſubmit to the diſgrace intended to be put upon 
% her; that if ſuch a circumſtance ſhould happen, there is nor 4 
«© man in Hindoſtan who will attribute the act to the Vizir { Nabob of 
% Oude] but every one will fix the odium on the Engliſh, who might 
„ eafily, by the influence they ſo largely exerciſe in ab ou concerns 
there, have prevented ſuch unnatural conduct in the Vizir. He 


* 


therefore called upon me, as the Engliſh repreſentative in this 


«« quarter, to inform you of this, that you may prevent a ſtep, 
'*© which will deſtroy all confidence in the Engliſh nation through- 
„ out Hindoſtan, and excite the bittereſt reſentment in All thoſe, 
* who by blood are connected with the houſe of Sufdar Jung.” 


A 


He concluded by ſaying, that if the Vizier ſo little regarded 
his family and perſonal honour, or his natural duty, as to wiſh 


* to diſgrace his father's mother for a ſum of money, let him 
* plunder her of all ſhe has, but let him/ſend her ſafe up to Delhi, 
or Agra, and, poor as I am, I will furniſh ſubſiſtence for her, 
«© which ſhe ſhall poſſeſs with ſafety and honour, though it cannot 
<< be adequate to her rank.—This, Sir, is a moſt exact detail of 
5 the converfation (as far as related to that affair) on the part of 
«© Mirza Shuffee Cawn. On my part I could only ſay, that I 


« imagined the affair was miſrepreſented, and that 1 ſhould write 


cc as 


i 
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© as he requeſted. Let me therefore requeſt that you will enable 


©. me to anſwer, in a more effectual manner, any further queſtions 


© on this ſubject. | | . 

LXXXII. As Mirza Shuffee's grand-father was brother to 
« Sufdar Jung, there can be no doubt of what his declaration 
«© means; and if this meaſure of diſmiſſing the old Begum, ſhould 


te be perſiſted in, 1 ſhould not, from the ſtate of affairs and the 


«© character of the Amir ul Omrah, be ſurprized at ſome immediate 


and violent reſolution being adopted by him. 
LXXXIII. That Mirza Shuffee, mentioned in this correſpon- 


dence (who has ſince been murdered) was of near kinèred to the 


lady in queſtion (grand-mother to the Nabob) was reſident in a pro- 
vince immediately adjoining to the province of Oude, and from 
. of ſituation and nearneſs of connection, was likely to 


ave any intelligence concerning his ſemale relations from the beſt 


authority. | | | 

LXXXIV. That the Reſident Briſtow, on receiving this letter, 
did apply to the ſaid Hyder Beg Cawn for an explanation of the 
Nabob's intentions, who denied that the Nabob intended more than 
' & vilit of duty and ceremony; which, whatever his diſpoſitions 
might have been, and probably were, towards his own mother, was 


not altogether probable, as it was well known that he was on very 


bad terms with the mother of his father; and it appears, that in- 
tentions of a ſimilar nature had been before manifeſted, even with 
regard to his own mother, and therefore obtained the more eaſy 


credit concerning the other woman of high rank aforeſaid, eſpeci- | 


cially as the evil deſigns of the ſaid Hyder Beg were abundantly 
known ; and that the ſaid Haſtings, upon whom he did wholly de- 


pend, continued to recommend ** the moſt effectual, that is, the 


«© moſt violent means for the recovery of the ſmall remains of his 


*« extorted demand.” But although it does not appear that the 


Reſident did give credit to the ſaid report, yet the effect of the ſame 
on the minds of the neighbouring Princes, did make it proper and 
neceſſary to direct a firit enquiry into the ſame, which was not 


done; and it does not appear that any further enquiry was made 


into the true motives for this projected journey to Fyzabad, nor 


into the proceedings of Hyder Beg Cawn, although the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings well knew, that all the acts of the Nabob and his prin- 


cipal miniſters, were conſtantly attributed to him, and that it was 
known that ſeeret agents, as well as the Company's regular agent, 
were employed by him at Lucknow and other places. | 
LXXXV. That the ſaid Haſtings, who did, on pretence of the 
majeſty of juſtice, refuſe to enquire into the charges made upon the 
female parents of the Nabob of Oude, in juſtification of the vio- 
lence offered to them, did voluntarily and of his own accord make 
himſelf an accuſer of the Reſident Middleton, for the want of a li- 
teral execution of his orders, in the plans of extortion and rapine 
aforaſaid, the criminal nature, ſpirit, and tendency of the ſaid 
proceedings, for the defective execution of which he brought the 
1aid charge, appearing in the defence or apology made by Mr. Mid- 
eleton the Reſident, for his temporary and ſhort forbearances. 
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LXXXVI. It could not, I flatter myſelf, be termed a long or 


c unwarrantable delay (two days) when the importance of the 


„ buſineſs,: and the peculiar embarraſiments attending the proſe- 
% cution of it to its defired end, are conlidered. The Nabob was 


« ſox to the Begum, whom we were to proceed againſt ; a ſon 
« againſt a mother muſt at leafl /ave appearances in his mode of pro- 


* ceeding,—The produce of his negociation was to be received by 


« the Company. Receiving a benefit, accompanying the Nabob, 
« withdrawing their protection, were circumſtances. ſufficient to 
« mark the Engliſh as the principal movers in this buſineſs. At a 
« Court, where no opportunity is loſt to throw odium on us, ſo 
«« favourable an occaſion was not miſſed to perſuade the Nabob that 


« we inſtigated him to diſhonour his family for our benefit. The 


« impreſſions made by theſe ſuggeſtions conſtantly retarded the 


„ progreſs, and more than once actually broke off the buſineſs ; 


& which rendered the utmoſt caution on my part neceſſary, eſpeci- 


cc ally as I had no aſſiſtance to expect from the miniſters, who could 
* not openly move in the buſineſs. In the Eaſt, it is well known, 


“ that no man, either by himſeif or his troops, can enter the walls 
« of a Zenana, ſcarcely in the caſe of acting againſt an open ene- 
« my, much leſs of an ally ;—an ally ating againſt his own mother, 
«© The outer walls, and the Begum's agents, were all. that were 


liable to immediate attack; they were dealt with, and ſucceſs- 


« fully, as the event proved.” - He had before obſerved to Mr. 
Haſtings, in his correſpondence, what Mr, Haſtings well knew to 
be true, that no farther rigour than that he had exerted, could 
be uſed againſt females in that country; where force could be 
« employed, it was not ſpared. — That the place of concealment 
* was only known to the chief eunuchs, who could not be drawn 
« out of the women's apartments, where they had taken refuge, 
* and from which, if an attempt had been made to ſtorm them, 
ce they might eſcape ; and the ſecret of the money being known 
© only to them, it was neceſſary to get their perſons into his hands, 
which could be obtained by negociation aply.”— The Reſident 
concluded his defence by declaring his hope, that if the main 
© object of his orders was fulfilled, he ſhould be no longer held 
ce criminal for a deviation from the preciſe letter of them,” lp 
LXXXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did enter a reply to 
this anſwer, in ſupport of his criminal charge, continuing to inſiſt, 
* That his orders ought to have been literally obeyed,” although 
he did not deny, that the above difficulties: occurred, and the 


above conſequences muſt have been the reſult; and though the 


reports of the military officers, charged with the execution of his 
commiſſion, confirmed the moral impoſſibility, as well as inutility 
in point of profit, of forcing a ſon to greater violence and rigour 
againſt his mother. „ N 

LXXXVIII, That the ſaid Haſtings, after all the acts aforeſaid, 
did preſume to declare on record, in his minute of the 23d Sep- 
tember, 1783, That whatever may happen of the events which 
7% he dreads in the train of affairs now ſubſiſting, he ſhall at leaſt 
s receive this conſolation under them, that he uſed his utmoſt ex- 


* 
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«« ertions to prevent them; and that in the annals of the nations 
« of India, which have been ſubjected to the Britiſh dominions, 
H E fall not be remembered among their epprefſors.”” And, ſpeak- 
ing of certain alledged indignities offered-to the Nabob of Oude, 
and certain alledged ſuſpicions of his authority, with regard to the 
management of his houſhold, he the ſaid Haſtings did, in the 
ſaid minute, endeavour to excite the ſpirit of the Britiſh nation, 
ſeverely animadverting on ſuch offences, making uſe of the follow- 


ing terms: If there be a ſpark of generous virtue in the breaſts 


« of any of my countrymen, who ſhall be the readers of this com- 


ce pilation, this letter ja letter of complaint from the Nabob] ſhall 


cc ſtand for an inſtrument, to awaken it to the call of vengeance, 
* apainſt ſo flagitious an abuſe of authority, and reproach to the 
e Britiſh name.“ | 8 5 . 


— 
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* 
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Z From ber Excellency the Bhow Begum, to Mr - Briftow, Reh es at 


the V. izier's Court, os 


| F" HERE is no neceſlity to write to you by way of information. 
A detail of my ſufferings from common report, and the in- 
telligence of thoſe who are about you, the account of them̃ will have 
reached your ears: I will here relate a part of them. | 
After the death of Sujah Dowla, moſt of his ungrateful ſervants 
were conitantly lahouring to gratify their enmity; but finding, 
from the firm and fincere friendihip which ſubſiſted between me and 
the Engliſh, that the accompliſhment of their purpoſes was fruſtat- 
ed, they formed the deſign of occaſioning a breach in that alliance, 
to inſure their own ſucceſs. I muſt acquaint you, that my ſan Aſuf 
ul Dowla had formerly threatened to ſeize my Jaghire ; but upon 
producing the treaty ſigned by you, and ſhewing it to Mr. Middle- 
ton, he interfered, and prevented the impending eyil.— The con- 
ſpiration now framed an accuſation againſt me, of a conduct which 
I never had conceived even in. idea, of rendering aſſiſtance to Rajah 
Cheit Sing. The particulars are as follow: - My ſon Aſaf ul 
Dowla and his Miniſters, with troops and a train of artillery, ac- 
companied by Mr. Middleton, on the 16th of the month of Mohu- 
rum, arrived at Fyzabad, and made a demand of a crore of rupees. 
As my inability to pay ſo vaſt a ſum was manifeſt, I produced the 
treaty you ſigned and gave me; but to no effect, their hearts were 
determined upon violence. I offered my ſon Aſuf ul Dowla, whoſe 
will is dearer to me than all my riches, or even life itſelf, what- 
ever money and goods I was poſſeſſed of; but an amicable adjuſt- 
ment ſeemed not worth accepting ; he demanded the delivering up 
the fort, and the recall of the troops that were ſtationed for the. 
preſerving the peace of the city. To me, tumult and diſcord ap- 
peared Xn New een -I gave up theſe points, upon which they ſeiz. 
ed my head eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, and 
ſent them to Mr. Middleton, after haying obliged them to ſign a 
bond for ſixty lacks of rupees: They were thrown into priſon with 
fetters about their feet, and denied food and water. I, who had 
never, even in my dreams, experienced ſuch an oppreſſion, gave 
up all I had, to preſerve my honour and dignity: But this would 
not ſatisfy their demands; they charged me with a rupee and a 
half batta upon each Mohur, and on this account laid claims upon 
me to the amount of fix lacks ſome thouſand rupees, and ſent Major 
Gilpin to exact the payment. Major Gilpin, according to orders, 
at firſt was importunate ; but being a man of experience, and of a 
| benevolent diſpoſition, when he was convinced of my want of 
means, he changed his conduct, and was willing to apply to the 
.'Shroffs and Bankers to lend me the money. But with the loſs of 
my Jaghires, my credit was ſunk, I could not raiſe the ſum; at 
laſt, feeling my helpleſs ſituation, I collected my wardrobe and fur- 
niture, to the amount of about three lacks of rupees, beſides fifty 


. thouſand rupees which I borrowed from one place or other, and ſent 
| 2, | | | Major 


Major Gilpin with it to Lucknow. My ſufferings did not termi- 
nate here. The diſturbances, of Colonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon 
were made a pretence for ſeizing my Jaghire. The ſtate of the 
matter is this: When Colonel Hannay was by Mr. Haſtings order- 
ed to march to Benares during the troubles of Cheit Sing, the 
Colonel, wwho had plundered the whole country, was incapable of pro- 


ceeding, un the union of thouſands of Zemindars, ewho had ſeized this 
| favoarable opportunity ; they harraſſed Mr. Gordon near Junivard, 


and the Zemindars of that place and Acberpore oppoſed his march 


from thence, till he arrived near Sanda. As the Sanda Nutta, 
from its overflowing, was difficult to croſs without a boat, Mr. 


Gordon fent to the Fouzdar to ſupply him: He replied, the boats 


were all in the river, but would, according to orders, aſſiſt him as 
Hon as poſſible. Mr. Gordon's fituation would not admit of his 
waiting ; he forded the Nutta upon his Elephant, and was hoſpita- 
bly entertained and protected by the Fouzdar for fix days. In the 
mean time a letter was received by me from Colonel Hannay, de- 
firing me to eſcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As my friend{hip for 
. the Engliſh was always ſincere, I readily complied, and ſent ſome 
companies of Nejeebs to eſcort Mr. Gordon, and all his effects, to 
Fyzabad ; where having provided for his entertainment, I effected 
krs junction with Colonel Hannay. The letters of thanks I re- 
ceived from both theſe gentlemen, upon this occaſion, are ſtill in 


my poſſeſſion ; copies of which I gave in ny to Major Gilpin, + 


to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them to 


the Governor General. To be brief, thoſe who have loaded me 
with accuſations, are now clearly convicted of falſehood. But is it 


not extraordinary, that notwithſtanding the juſtneſs of my cauſe, 


that nobody relieves my misfortunes? Why did Major Gilpin re, 


tern without effect? | | 
My prayers have been conſtantly offered to heaven for your 


arrival; report has announced it; for which reaſon I have taken 
up the pen, and requeſt you will not place implicit confidence in 
my accuſers, but, weighing in the ſcale of juſtice their falſehoods 
and my repreſentations, you will exert your influence in putting a 
period to the misfortunes with 1 am overwhelmed, 


of a letter from Colonel 
GY | 4 Ah Cawn. 


I had the pleaſure to receive your friendly letter, fraught with 

nevolence ; and whatever favours you, my friends, have been 
pleaſed to confer reſpecting Mr. Gordon, afforded me the greateſt 
pleaſure. BY 2 | 1 

Placing a firm reliance on your friendſhip, I am in expectation 
that the aforeſaid gentleman, with his baggage, will arrive at Fy- 
zabad in ſafety, that the ſame may oblige and afford ſatisfaction 
W me. „ „„ 4 — * : AY | Ee 


Hannay, to Fewar Ally Cawn and Babar 


SIT ICL EE - ot 
A letter to Mr. Gordon is incloſed to you=-I am in expectation 
of its being incloſed in a cover to the Aumil of Saunda, to the end 
that the Aumil may forward it to the above-mentioned gentleman, 
and procure his reply. Whenever the anſwer arrives, let it be de- 
livered to Hoolas Roy, who will forward toe L 
Always rejoice me by a few lines reſpecting your health (continue 
to honour me with your correſpondence.) 


Copy of a later from Colonel Hannay to Fewar and Bahar Ally Caws. 


Cawn Saib, my indulgent friends, remain under the protection 
of God.. | 5 

Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, accompanied by an 
honorary letter from the Begum Saib, of exalted dignity, and en- 
cloſing a letter from Mr. Gordon, ſent through your Hircarahs, 
obliged and rejoiced me. © | 
With reſpect to what you communicate regarding your not 
having received an anſwer to your friendly epiſtle, I became per- 
fectly aſtoniſhed, as a reply was written from Mohadree ; it may be 
owing to the danger of the road that it never arrived ; not to the 
ſmalleſt negle& on my ſide (or of mine.) | 

I now ſend two letters to you; one by the Dawk people, and 
the ſecond by one of my Hircarahs (who wall preſent them to you) 


which you certainly will receive. | 
I am extremely well contented and pleaſed with the friendſhip - 


you have ſhewn. 
Lou wrote me, to remain perfectly eaſy concerning Mr. Gordon. 
—Verily, from the kindneſs of you, my indulgent friends, my 
heart is quite eaſy. You alſo obſerved and mentioned, that as Mr. 
Gordon's coming with thoſe attached to him (probably his ſepoys 
and others) might be attended with difficulty, if I approved, he 
ſhould be invited alone to Fyzabad.—My friends, I place my ex- 
pectation entirely upon your friendſhips, and leave it to you to 
adopt the manner in which the ſaid gentleman may arrive in ſecu- 
rity, without moleſtation at Fyzabad ; but at the ſame time, let 
the plan be ſo managed, that it may not come to the knowledge of 
any Zemindars ; in this caſe, you are men of diſcernment. * 
ever, he is to come to Fyzabad; extend your aſſiſtance and endea- 
vours. | EE. 
It 1s probable that the Bejum Saib, of high dignity, has received 
authentic intelligence from the camp at Benares. Favour me with 


the contents or purport. a | | 
From Mr. Gordon's letter, I underſtand that Mirza Imaum 


Bakſh, whom you diſpatched thither (Saunda) has, and ſtill con- 
tinues to pay, great attention to that gentleman ; which affords me 


great pleaſure. ; 
An anſwer to the Begum's letter is to be preſented. I alſo ſend 


a letter for Mr. Gordon, which pleaſe to forward. 
big 


An addreſs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. . 
Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, æe. whom God 
. | | h | 
Your exalting letter, fraught with e and benevolence, that 
through your unbounded generoſity and goodneſs was ſent through 
grace and favour, I had the honour to receive in a fortunate mo- 
ment; and whatever you were pleaſed to write reſpecting Mr. Gor- 
don, „ that at this time the ſhort-fighted and deluded ryots had 
* carried their diſturbances and ravages beyond all bounds, Mr. 
4 Gordon's coming with his whole people (or adherent:) might be 
c attended with difficulty; and therefore, if I choſe, he ſhould be 
« invited to come alone.” Now, as your highneſs is the beſt judge, 
your faithful ſervant repoſeth his moſt unbounded hopes and expec- 
tation upon your highneſs, that the aforeſaid Mr. Gordon may ar- 
rive at Fyzabad without any apprehenſion or danger. I ſhall be 
then extremely honoured and obliged. | 


Conſidering me in the light of a firm and faithful ſeryant, con- 


tinue to honour and exalt me by your letters. 
What further can I ſay? 5 


A copy of an addreſs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 

Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and generoſity, whom God 
preſerve. | Y | | 

After preſenting the uſual profeſſions of ſervitude, &c. in the 
cuſtomary manner, my addreſs is preſented, 
_ Your gracious letter, in anſwer to the petition of your ſervant 
from Goondah, exalted me. From the contents, I became un- 
ſpeakably impreſſed with the honour it conferred. May the Al- 


mighty protect that royal purity, and beftow happineſs, increaſe of 


wealth, and proſperity. 


The welfare of your ſervant is entirely owing to your favour and 
benevolence. A few days have elapſed fince I arrived at Goondah | 


with the Colonel Saib. 


This 1s preſented for your highneſs's information. I cheriſh hopes | 


from your generoſity, that conſidering me in the light of one of 
your ſervants, always continue to exalt and honout me with your 


gracious letters. ; | | 
May the ſun of proſperity continually ſhine, 


Copy of a letter to Mahumed Fexwar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Caen, | 


from Mr. Gordon. . 


| Sirs, my indulgent fricnds, 
Remain under, &c. &c. | 
After compliments. I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that 
yeſterday, having taken leave of you, I paſſed the night at Noor- 
| — and next morning about ten or eleven o'clock, through your 
a\ 


our and benevolence, arrived ſafe at Goondah. Mur Aboo 


Bukſh, Zemindar, and Mur Ruſtum Ally, accompanied me. 

To what extent can I prolong the praiſes of you, my beneficent 
friends? May the ſupreme Being, for this benign, compaſſionate, 
humane action, have you in his keeping, and increaſe your proſpe- 
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rity, and pee ant me the pleaſure of an interview. Until 
A 2 favour me with friendly letters, and oblige 
me by any commands in my power to execute. 


* your wiſhes be ever crowned with ſucces! — 
My compliments, &c. &c. &c. 


| Cay of a later from Colonel —_ fo Fewar Ah Cawn a Ba- 


har Ally Cawn. 


Cawn Saib, my naue . friends, 
Remain under the protection of the Supreme Being. 
After compliments and fignifying my earneſt defire of an inter- 
view, I addreſs you. | 


Your friendly letter, fraught with kindneſs, I had the pleaſure to 


receive in a propitious hour, and your inexpreſſible kindneſs in 
ſending for Mur Naſſar Ally with a force to Taunda for the pur- 
poſe of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his baggage, who is now 
arrived at Fyzabad. | 

This event has afforded me the moſt 0 pleaſure A d ſatis- 
faction. May the Omnipotence preſerve you, my ſtedfaſt firm 
friends. The pen of friendſhip itſelf cannot ſufficiently expreſs 
your generoſity and benevolence, and that of the Begum of high 
dignity, who ſo graciouſly has intereſted herſelf in this matter. 
Incho d is an addref for her, which pleaſe to forward. I hope 
from your friendſhip, until we meet, you will continue to honour 
me with an account of your health and welfare. What further 
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| Reſolutions in Farruck aba. 


No. ; I. | 


” 


moſt diſtinguiſhed in Hindoſtan, and of a nation famous 


through that empire for its valour in acquiring, and its policy and 


prudence in well governing the territories it had acquired, called 
the Pataus or Afghauns, of which the Rohillas were a branch. The 
ſaid Ahmed Khan had fixed his reſidence in the city of Farrucka- 
bad; and in the firſt wars of this nation in India, the ſaid Ahmed 
Khar attached himſelf to the Company, againſt Sujah Dowlah, then 
an enemy, now a dependent on that Company. Ahmed Khan, to- 
wards the cloſe of this life, was diſpoſſeſſed of a large part of his 
- dominions, by the prevalence of the Mahratta power; but his ſon, 

a a minor, ſucceeded to his pretenſions, and to the remainder of his 
dominions. The Mahrattas were expelled by Sujah ul Dowlah, 
the late Vizier; who, finding a want of the ſervices of the ſon and 
ſucceſſor of Ahmed Khan, called Mouzauffer Jung, did not only gua- 


rantee him in the * of what he then actually held, but en- 


ged to reſtore all the other territories which had been occupied 
+ the Mahrattas: and this was confirmed by repeated treaties and 
ſolemn oaths, by the late Vizier, and by the preſent ; but neither 
the late nor the preſent Vizier fulfilled their engagements, or ob- 
ſerved their oaths ; the former having withheld what he ſtipulated 
to reſtore; and the latter, not only ſubjecting him to a tribute, in- 
ſtead of reſtoring him to what his father had unjuſtly withheld ; 
and having made a farther invaſion, by depriving him of fifteen of 
his diſtricts, levying the tribute of the whole on the little that re- 
mained, and did put the {mall remains of his territory under a ſe- 
queſtrator or collector appointed by Almas Ali Khan, who did 
grievouſly afflict and oppreſs the prince and territory aforeſaid. 

That the hardſhips of his caſe being frequently repreſented to 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq; he did ſuggeſt a doubt, whether that 
little ought to be ſtill ſubje to tribute, indicating, that the 
ſaid tribute might be hard and inequitable ; but whatever its juſtice 
might have been, that from the earlieſt period of our connection 
„ with the preſent Nabob of Oude, it had invariably continued a 
<c part of the funds aſſigned by his Excellency as a proviſion for the 
% liquidation of the ſeveral public demands of this government 
(Calcutta) upon him; and in conſequence of the powers the 
«© Board deemed it expedient to veſt in the Reſident at his Court, 
c for the collection of the Company's aſſignments, a Sezanyill (a 
«© Scqueltrator) has always been ſtationed to enforce, by every 
«© means in his power, the payment of the tribute.” And the ſaid 
tribute was, in conſequence of this arrangement, not paid to the 
Nabob, but to the Britiſh Reſident at Oude; and the ſame being 
therefore under the direction, and for the ſole uſe of the * 
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and indeed the» Prince | himſelf wholly dependent, the repreſenta- 
tives of the ſaid Company were reſponſible for the protection of the 
Prince, and for the good government of the country. : 
II. That *the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 22d of May 
1780, repreſent'to-the Board of Calcutta the condition of the ſaid 
country in the following manner: . 1 „„ 
„ The total want of all order, regularity, or authority in his go- 
« verment (the Farruckabad government) to which, among ober 
ce obvious cauſes,” it may, no doubt, be owing, that the country of 
« Farruckabad is become an almo/t entire waſte, without cultivation 


* op inhabitants; that the capital, which, but a very ſhort time 


« ago, was diſtinguiſhed as one of the moſt populous and opulent 
©: commercial cities in Hindoſtan, at preſent exhibits nothing Sur 


„ ſcenes of the moſt wretched poverty, deſolation, and milery ; 


« and that the Nabob himſelf, though in poſſeſſion of a tract of 
* country, which, with only common care, is notoriouſly capable 
« of yielding an annual revenue of between. thirty and forty lacks 

«« (three or 1 hundred thoufand pounds) with zo military efta- 
« bliſbment to maintain, ſcarcely commanding the means of bare /ub- 
% /ftence.”” And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, taking into conſideration 


the ſaid ſtate of the country and its prince, and that the latter had 


«« preferred frequent complaints, (which complaints the ſaid Haſtings, 


to that time, did not lay before the Board, as his duty required) 


« of the hardſpips and indignities to which he is ſubjected by the 
e conduct of the Sezauwill (Sequeſtrator) ſtationed in the country 
for the purpoſe of levying the annual tribute, which he is bound 


4 by treaty to pay to the Soubah of Oude;“ he, the ſaid Warren 
| Haſtings, did declare himſelf <©* extremely deſirous, as well from 


«© motives 75 common juſtice, as due regard to the rank which that 
« Chief holds among the Princes of Hindoftan, of affording him re- 
5 lief.. And he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as the means of the 
ſaid relief, did, with the conſent of the Board, order the ſaid native 
Sequeſtrator to be removed, and an Engliſh Reſident, a ſervant of 
the Company, to be appointed in his room, declaring, ** he under- 
* ſtood a local interference to be indiſpenſably neceſſary for realizing _ 
the Vizier's juſt demands.“ . Lit, E BY 
III. That the ſaid native Sequeſtrator being withdrawn, and a 


| Reſident appointed, no complaint whatever, concerning the collec- 


tion of the revenue, or of any indignities offered to the Prince of 
the country, or oppreſſion of his ſubjects by the ſaid Reſident, was 
made to the Superior Council at Calcutta; yet, the ſaĩd Warren 


Haſtings did, nevertheleſs, in a certain paper, purporting to be a 


treaty made at Chanar with the Nabob of Oude on the 19th of Sep- 
tember 1781, at the requeſt of the ſaid Nabob, conſent to an arti- 
cle therein, That no Englith reſident be appointed to Farrucka- 
bad, and that the preſent be recalled ;*”* and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, knowing that the Nabob of Oude was ill affected towards 
the ſaid Nabob of Farruckabad, and that he was already ſuppoſed 
to have oppreſſed him, did juſtify his conduct on the principles, and 
in the words following; That if the Nabob, Mozaffer Jung, 
2 1 endure oppreſſion, (and 7 dare not at this time propoſe his total 
zef) it concerns the 1 Hog of our Government to remove 
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. ovr participation in it.” And the ſaid Warren Haſtingy making, 
recording, and acting upon the firſt of the ſaid falſe and inhuman 
ſuppoſitions, moſt ſcandalous to this nation; namely, that Princes 
. paying money wholly for the uſe of the Company, and directly to 
its agent, for the maintenance of Britiſh troops, by whoſe force 
and power the ſaid revenue was in effect collected, muſt of neceſũ 
endure oppreſſion, and that our Government at any time dare not 
propoſe their /otai relief, was an high offence and miſdemeanor in 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the rather, becauſe in the ſaid 
_ treaty, as well as before and after, the * ˙ page 
not to dare to relieve thoſe oppreſſed by the Nabob of Oude, did 
aſſume a complete authority over the ſaid Nabob himſelf, and did 
dare to oppreſs him. 2 | 1 putt 7 63 ** 
IV. That the ſecond principle aſſumed by the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, as ground for voluntarily abandoning the protection of thoſe 
whom he had before undertaken” to relieve, on the ſole. firength of 
his 'o&won authority, and in full confidence of the lawful foundation 
thereof, and for delivering over the perſon ſo taken into protection, 
under falſe names and pretended deſcriptions, to known oppreſſion ; 
aſſerting, that the reputation of the Company was ſaved by remov- 
ing this apparent participation, when the new, as well as the old 
arrangements, were truly and ſubſtantially acts of the Britiſh Go- 
vernment, was diſingenuous, deceitful, and uſed. to cover unjuſtifi- 
able defigns ; ſince, the ſaid Warfen Haſtings well knew, that all 
oppreſſions exerciſed by the Nabob of Oude, were ſolely, and in 
this inftance particularly, upheld by Britiſh force, and were im- 
puted to this nation: and becauſe he himſelf, in not more than 
three days after the execution of this treaty, and in virtue thereof, 
directed the Britiſh Reſident at Oude, in orders, to which be re-. 
guired his mot implicit obedience, ©* That the Miniſters (the Nabob of 
«© Oude's Miniſters) are to chuſe all aumils and collectors of reve- 
e nue with your concurrence.” And the diſhonour to the Com. 
pany, in thus deceitfully concurring in oppreſſion, which they were 
able, and were bound, to prevent, is much aggravated by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings's receiving from the perſon, to whoſe oppreſſion 
he had delivered the ſaid Prince, as a private gift or donation, to 
himſeif, and for his own uſe, a ſum of money, amounting to one 
hundred thouſand pounds and upwards, which might give juſt 
ground of ſyſpicion, that the ſaid gift from the oppreſſor, to the 
perſon ſurrendering the perſon injured, to his mercy, might have had 
ſome ſhare in the faid criminal tranſation. | $4: | 
V. That the faid Warren Haſtings did (in the paper juſtifying 
the ſaid ſurrender of the Prince, put by himſelf under the protec- 
tion of the Eaſt-India Company) aſſert, . That it was a fact, that the 
„ Nabob Muzzaffor Jung (the Nabob of Farruckabad) is equally 
« urgent with the Nabob Vizier for the removal of a Reſident, 
without producing, as he ought to have done, any document to 
prove his improbable aſſextion'; namely, his aſſertion, that the 
— Prince did apply to his known enemy and oppreſſor, the 
Nabob of Oude, (who, if he would, was not able to relieve him 
againſt the will of the Engliſh Government): rather than to that 
_ Engliſh Government which he muſt have conceived to be more 5 
partial, 
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partial, to Which he had made his former complaint, and whi 


was alone able to relieve bim. 


VI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the ſaid writing, did 
farther convey an inſinuation of an ambiguous, but, on any con- 
ſtruction, of a ſuſpicious and dangerous import; via. It is a fact, 
„ that Mr. Shee's (the Reſident's) authority over the territory of 


c Farruckabad, is in itſelf as much ſubverſive of that (of the law- 


e ful relers)' as that of the Vizier's Aumil (Collector) ever was, 
* and is the more oppreffFve, as the power from whence it is derived 


« is greater. The ſaid aſſertion proceeds upon a ſuppoſition of 


the illegality, both of the Nabob's and the Company's government; 


all conſideration of the title to authority being therefore on that 
ſuppoſition put out of the queſtion, and the whole turning only 
upon the exerci/e of authority, the ſaid Haſtings's ſuggeſtion, that 
the oppreſſion of Government muſt be in proportion to its power, 
is the reſult of a falſe and dangerous principle, and ſuch as-it is 


criminal for any perſon entruſted: with the lives and fortunes of 


men, to entertain, much more publicly to profeſs as a rule of 
action; as the ſame hath a direct tendency to make the new and 
powerful government of this kingdom in India, dreadful to the 
natives, and odious to the world. Wie e 

But if the ſaid Warren Haſtings did mean thereby directly to in- 
finuate, that oppreſhons had been actually exerciſed under the 
Britiſh authority, he was bound to enquire into theſe oppreſſions, 


and to animadvert on the perſon guilty of the ſame, if proof thereof 


could be had; and the more, as the authority was given ee 
and the perſon exerciſing it, was by himſelf alſo named. And the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on another occaſion, aſſert that whether 
«© they were well or ill founded, he never had an opportunity to 
« aſcertain.” But it is not true, that the ſaid Haſtings did, 


or could, want ſuch opportunity; the fact being, that the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did never cauſe any inquiry to be made into any 


ſuppoſed abuſes during the ſaid ney; but did give a penſion 


of fifteen hundred pounds a year to the ſaid late Reſident, as a 
compenſation to him for an injury received; and did afterwards 


promote the Refident,: as a faithful-ſervant of the Company, (and 


nothing appears to ſhew him otherwiſe) to a judicial ofhce of high 


' truſt, thereby taking. away all credit from any grounds aſſerted or 


inſinuated by the ſaid Haſtings, for delivering the ſaid Nabob of 
Farruckabad to the hand of a known enemy and oppreſſor, who 
had already, contrary to repeated treaties, deprived him of a large 
VII. That on the ſaid Warren 'Haſitngs's repreſentation of the 
tranſaction aforeſaid to the Court of Directors, they did heavily 
and juſtly cenſure the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the ſame; and did 
convey their cenſure to him, recommending relief to the ſuffering 
Prince, but without any order for ſending. a new Reſident, being, 
as it may be ſuppaſed, prevented from taking that ſtep by the faith 
of the treaty made at Chung. 
VIII. That all the oppreſſions foreſeen by him, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, when he made the article aforeſaid in the treaty of Chu- 
nar, did actually happen; for immediately an the removal - . i 
| | ri 
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Britiſh Reſident, the country of Farruckabad was ſubjected to the 
diſcretion of a certain native manager of revenue, called Almas Ali 
Khän, who did impoveriſh and oppreſs the country and inſult the 


Prince, and did deprive him of all ſubfiſtence from his own eſtates; 


* 


taking from him even his gardens and the tombs of his anceſtors, 


and the funds for maintaining the ſame. 9788 | 
IX. That on complaint of thoſe proceedings, the ſaid Haſtings 
did, of his own authority, and without communicating with his 


Council, direct the native collector aforeſaid to be removed, and 


the territory of Farruckabad to be left to the ſole management of 
its natural Prince. But in a ſhort time, the ſaid Haſtings, pre- 
tending to receive many complaints, purporting, that the tribute 
to the Nabob remained wholly unpaid ; and the agent to the Prince 
of Farruckabad, at the Prefidency, and afterwards chief manager 
to the Prince aforeſaid, having, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſaith, 
© had the inſolence to propagate a report, that the interference to 
„ which his maſter owed the yon he then enjoyed, was purchaſed 
« through him, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did again (but as before, 
without the Council) withdraw his protection and interference al- 
together on or about the month of Auguſt, 1782, and did ſignify 
| his reſolution through the Reſident Middleton, to the Nabob Vizier. 
But the ſaid Haſtings aſſerts, that, the conſequence of this his 
«© own ſecond dereliction of the Prince of Farruckabad, was an 
* aggravated renewal of the ſeverities exerciſed againſt his govern- 


„% ment, and a re-appointment of a.Sezawall, with powers dele. 


«« gated or aſſumed, to the utter extinction of the rights of Muzuffer 


% Jung, and actually depriving him of the means of ſubſiſtence.” 


And the ſaid Haſtings did receive, on the 16th of February 1783, 
from the Prince aforeſaid, a bitter complaint of the ſame to the 
following tenor : E an 097 1 | 

* The miſeries which have fallen upon my country, and the 
% poverty and diftreſs which have been heaped upon me, by the 
re- appointment of the Sezawall, are ſuch, that a relation of them 


would, I am coavinced, excite the ſtrongeſt feelings of compaſſion = 
in your breaſt. But it is impoſſible to relate them: on one ſide, 


% my country ruined and uncultivated to a degree of deſolation 
«© which exceeds all deſcription; on the other, my domeſtic con- 


* cerns and connections involved in ſuch à fate of diſtreſs and 


Horror, that even the relations, the children, and the wives of my 
«« father are flarwving, in want of daily bread, and art on the point 
<< of flying voluntary exiles from their country, and from each other.“ 

But although the ſaid Haſtings did, on the 16th of February, 
receive and admit the juſtice of the ſaid complaint, and did not 
deny the urgent neceſſity of redreſs, the ſaid letter containing the 


following ſentence: If there ſhould be azy delay in your accept. 


*« ance of this propoſal, my exiſtence, and the exiftence of my family, 
e ewill become difficult and doubiful; and although he did admit the 
interference to be the more urgently demanded, as the ſervices 
«« of the Engliſh troops have 08 added to enforce the authority 


of the Sezawall;“ and although he admits alſo, that even before 5 


that time ſimilar complaints and applications had been made; yet 
be did withhold the ſaid letter of complaint, a minute of which he 
| e aſſerts 
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aſſerts he had, at or about that time, prepared for the relief of the 
ſufferer, from the Board of Council, and did not ſo much as pro- 
poſe any thing relative to the ſame for ſeven months after, viz. 
until the 6th of October 1783; the ſaid letter and minute being, 
as he aſſerts, ** avirhbeld, from cauſes not neceſſary to mention, from 
« preſentation 3? by which means the ſaid country and Prince did 
ſuffer a long continuance of unneceſſary hardſhip ; for which the 
ſaid Haſtings confeſſed it was his duty to relieve them, and that 
a Britiſh Reſident was neceſſary at Farruckabad, ** from a ſenſe 
«© of ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Court of Directors, 
4% in their letter of 1783, lately received, added to the conwic- 
« tion I have LONG SINCE entertained of the neceſſity of ſuch 
% an appointment, for the preſervation of our national credit, and 


. «© the means of reſcuing an ancient and reſpectable family from 


e | n 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at length perform what he 

thought had /ong fince been neceſſary, and in contradiction to his 

engagements with the Nabob, in the treaty of Chunar; and againft 


his ſtrong remonſtrances, urging his humiliation, from this meaſure, 


and the faith of the agreement, and againſt his own former declara- 
tion, that it concerned the reputation of our Government to remove 
our participation in the-opprefſions which he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
ſappoſed the Prince of Farruckabad muſt undergo, did once more 
recommend to the Council a Britiſh Reſident at Farruckabad, and 
the withdrawing the native Sezawall; no courſe being left to the 


ſaid Haſtings to take, which was not a violation of ſome engage- 
ment, and a contradiction to ſome principle of juſtice and policy 


by him deliberately advanced and entered on record. | 
That Mr. Willes being appointed Reſident, and having arrived at 


Farruckabad on the 25th of February 1784, with inſtructions to in- 


quire minutely into the ſtate of .the country and the ruling family, 
he, the ſaid Reſident Willes, in obedience thereto, did fully ex- 
lain to him the Governor General, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, (he 
bling then out of the Company's provinces at Lucknow, on a dele- 
gation which reſpected this very country, as part of the dependen- 
cies of Oude) the ſituation of the province of Farruckabad ; but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not take or recommend any meaſure 
whatſoever for the relief thereof, in conſequence of the ſaid re- 
8 nor even communicate to the Council General the 
aid repreſentation; and it was not until the 28th of June 1783, 
that is, ſixteen months from the arrival of the Reſident at his ſtation, 


that any thing was laid before the Board relative to the regulation 
or relief of the diſtreſſed country aforeſaid, and that not from the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings, but from other members of the Council; 
which purpoſed neglect of duty, joined to the preceding vilful 
delay of ſeven months in propoſing the ſaid relief originally, cauſed 

near two years delay. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings is farther 


culpable in not communicating to the Council Board the order which 


he had, of his own authority, and without any powers from them, 
goes to the ſaid Reſident Willes, and thereby prevented them, and 

id thereby prevent them from taking ſuch ſteps as might counteract 
the ill effects of the ſaid order; which order —— that 1 _ 
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Wilkes was not to interfere. with the Nabob of Farruckgbad's Go* 


vernment, for the regulation of which he was in effect appointed to 
the Reſidency ; declaring as follows: I rely much on your mode- 


ration and good judgment, which I hope will enable you to re- 


« oulate your conduct towards the Nabob and his ſervants in ſuch 
« 2 manner, that, <vithout interfering in the executive part of his 
« government, you may render him ae ſervice by your counſel 
« and cdvice.” And this reſtriction the ſaid Haſtings did impoſe, 
which totally fruſtrated the purpoſe of the Reſident's miſſion, though 
he well knew, and had frequently ſtated the extreme imbecility and 


weakneſs of the ſaid Nabob of Farruckabad, and his ſubjection to 


unworthy ſervants. ' And in the minute of conſultation, upon 


which he founded the appointment, did ſtate the Nabob of Far- 
ruckabad ** as a weak and unexperienced young man, who had 
<< abandoned himſelf entirely to the diſcretion of his ſervants ; and 
* the reſtoration of his independence was followed by a total breach 
« of the engagements he had promiſed to fulfil, attended by pointed 
« inſtances of contumacy and diſreſpect. And in the ſaid mi- 
nute the ſaid Haſtings adds, (as before mentioned) his principal 
ſervant and manager had propagated & report, that the interfe- 
« rence (namely, his the ſaid Haſtings's interference)” to which his 
maſter owed the power he then enjoyed, was haſed by him, 
the principal ſervant aforeſaid ; yet he, the faid Haſtings, who had 
aſſigned on record the character of the ſaid Nabob, and the conduct 
of his ſervants, and the aforcfaid report of his principal ſervant, ſo 
highly diſhonourable co him the ſaid Haſtings, as reaſons for taking 
away the independency of the Nabob of Farruckabad, and the 
ſubjecting him to the * of the Nabob of Oude's officer, 
Almas Ali, did again himſelf eſtabliſh the pretended independence 
of the faid Prince of Farruckabad, and the real independence of 
his corrupt and perfidious ſervants, not againſt the Nabob of Oude, 
but againſt a Britiſh Refident appointed by himſelf (“ as a cha- 
< rater eminently qualified for ſuch a charge”) for the correction 
of thoſe evils, and for rendering the Prince aforeſaid an uſeful ally 
to the Company, and reſtoring his dominions to order and plenty. 
That the faid Haſtings did not only diſable the Reſident at 
Farruckabad by his ſaid prohibitory letter, but did render his 
very remaining at all in that ſtation perfectly precarious by a ſubſe- 
quent letter, rendering him liable to diſmiſſion by the Vizier ; 
thereby changing the tenure of the Reſident's office, and changing 
him from a miniſter of the Company, dependent on the Governor- 
General and Council, to a dependent upon an unreſponſible power; 
in this alſo acting without the Council, and by his own uſurped 


authority: and accordingly the ſaid Reſident did declare, in his 


letter of the 24th of April, 1785, that the fituation of the country 


was more diſtreſsful than when he (the Prince of Farruckabad) 


* addrefſed himſelf for relief in 1783, and that he was ſorry to 
. © ſay, that his appointment at Farruckabad was of no uſe.” That 

though the old tribute- could not be paid, owing to famine, and 
other cauſes, it was increaſed by a new impoſition, making the 
whole equal the entire gro/s produce of the revenue ; and that 


therefore there will not be azy thing for the. ſub/iftence of the Ma- 
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, Bob and family.” And the uncles of the ſaid Nabob of Far- 5 


rackabad, the brethren of the late Ahmeed Khän, (who had ren- 
dered important fervices to the Company) and their children, in a 


petition to the Reſident, repreſented, that ſoon. after the ſuccefion- - 


of Muzuffer Jung, their miſery commenced. The  jaghires 
(lands and eſtates) on which they ſubſiſted were diſallowed. Our 
«« diſtreſs is great, we have neither clothes nor food. Though we 
e felt hurt at the idea of explaining our ſituation, yet, could we 
« have found a mode of conveyance, we would have proceeded to 
Calcutta for redreſs. The ſcarcity of grain this ſeaſon is an ad- 
« ditional misfortune. With difficulty we ſupport life. From 


your preſence, without the proviaces, we expect relief. It is 
not the cuſtom of the Company to deprive the zemindars and 


ey Jaghurdars of the means of ſubſiſtence. To your juſtice we look 
e | v | Bo”. "T7 
This being the ſituation of the 1 and family of the Nabob 
of Farruckabad and his neareſt relations, the ſtate of the country 
and its capital prevented from all relief by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, is deſcribed in the following words by the Reſident Willes: 
„ Almas Ali has taken the purgunnah of Marara at a very ina- 
«« dequare rent, and his Aumils have ſeized many adjacent villa- 
„ges: the purgunnahs of Cocutmow and Souje are conſtantly 
«« plundered by his people. The collection of the gauts near Fatty - 
© Ghur have been ſeized by the Vizier's Cutwal, and the zemin- - 
dars in four purgunnahs are ſo refractory as to have fortified 
«« themſelves in their gurries, and to refuſe all payments of reve- 
e nue. This is the ftate of the purgunnahs; and Farruckabal, 
««_ which was once the ſeat of great opulence and trade, is now daily 
« deſerted by its inhabrtants. Its walls mouldering away; without 
«« police, without protection; expoſed to the depredations of a banditti 
© of two or three hundred robbers, who, night after night, enter it 
% for plunder, murdering all who oppoſe them. The ruin that has 
« overtaken this country is not to be wondered at, when it is confidered 
* that there has been no ftate, no flable government for many years. 
© There has been the Nabob Vizier's authority, his miniſters, the 


* © Refidents at Lucknow, the Sezawalls, the camp authority, the 


© Nabob Muzuffer Jung's, and that of twenty dewans or adviſers, 
No authority ſufficiently predominant to eſtabliſh any regulations 
for the benefit of the country: wlilſt each authority has been 
exerted as opportunity offered for temporary purpoſes.” 8 
Such being the preſent deplorable ſtate of Farruckabad and its 
* diitricts, in the ends year it will be in vain to look for reve- 
nue, if ſome regulations, equal to the exigency, be not adopted. 
* The whole country will be divided between the neighbouring 
«« powerful Aumils, the refractory zemindars, and banditti of rob- 
bers; and the Patans, who might be made uſeful ſubjects, will 
*«« fly from the ſcene of anarchy. The critis appears now come, 
that either ſome plan of government ſhould be reſolved on, ſo as 
to form faithful {abjes on the frontier, or the country be given 
up to its fate; and if it be abandoned, there can be little doubt 
* but that the Mahrattas will gladly ſeize on a ſtation ſo favourable 
„to incurſions into the Vizier's dominions, will attach to their 
O ä «« intereſts 
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*« jntereſts the Hindoo zemindars, and poſleſs themſelves of forts, 
„ which, with little expence, being made formidable, would give 
% employment perhaps to the whole of our force, ſhould it ever be 
„ neceſſary to recover them.“ FE 4; | A 
That the Council at Calcutta, on the repreſentation afore- 
ſaid, made by the Reſident at Farruckabad, did propoſe and 
record a plan for the better government of the ſaid country, but 
did delay the execution of the ſame, until the arrangements, made 
by the ſaid Haſtings, with the Nabob Vizier ſhould be known; 
| but the ſaid Haſtings, as far as in him lay, did entirely ſet aſide 
3 any plan that could be formed for that purpoſe, upon the baſis of 
a Britiſh Reſident at Farruckabad, by engaging with the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier, that no Britiſh influence ſhall be employed within 
his dominions ; and he has engaged to that Prince, not to abandon 
| him to any other mode of relation; and he has informed the 
Court of Directors, that the territories of the Nabob of Oude will 
be ruined, if Refidents are ſent into them ; obſerving, that ** Re- 
«« ſidents never will be ſent for any other purpoſes than thoſe of 
«© vengeance and corruption.“ | | "ON 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did declare to the Court of Direc- 
tors, that, in his opinion, the mode of relief moſt effectual, and moſt 
lenient, with regard to Farruckabad, would be to nominate one of the 
family of the Prince to ſuperintend his affairs, and to ſecure the 
payments; but this plan, which appears to be moſt connected with 
the rights of the ruling family, whilſt it provides againſt the imbe- 
Cility of the natural Lord, and is free from his objection to a Reſi- 
dent, is the only one which the ſaid Haſtings never has executed, 
or even propoſed to execute. 8 5 
That the ſaid R N by the agreements aforeſaid, has 
left the Company in ſuch an alternative, that they can neither 
relieve the ſaid Prince of Farruckabad from oppreſſion, without a 
breach of the engagements entered into by him the ſaid Haſtings 
with the Nabob Vizier, in the name of the Company, nor ſuffer 
him to remain under the ſaid oppreſſion without violating all faith, 
and all the rules of juſtice with regard to him. And the ſaid Haſ- 
tings hath directly made, or authoriſed, no leſs than ſix revolutions 
in leſs than five years, in the aforeſaid harraſſed province; by which 
frequent and rapid changes of government, all of them made in 
contradiction to all his own declared motives and reaſons, for the 
ſeveral acts ſucceſſively done and undone in this tranſaction, the. 
diſtreſſes of the country, and the diſorders in its adminiſtration, 
Have been highly aggravated; and in the Taid irregular proceed 
ings, and in the groſs and complicated violations of faith with all 
parties, the ſaid Haſtings is guilty of high crimes and miſde- 
mranors. | LE DST ror IT 
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No. VI. 


Deſtruction of the Rajah of Sahlone. 


L THAT the late Nabob of Oude, Sujah ul Dowlah, did 

(on what reaſons of policy, or pretences of juſtice, is un- 
known) diſpoſſeſs a certain native perſon of diſtindtion, or eminent 
Rajah, reſiding in the country of Sahlone, the lineal deſcendant 
«© of the moſt powerful Hindoo family in that part of Hindoſtan, 
of his patrimonial eſtate, and conferred the ſame, or part of the 
ſame, on his (the Nabob's) mother, as a jaghire [or eſtate] for 
the term of her life: and the mother of the Nabob, in order to 


quiet the country, and to ſatisfy, in ſome meaſure, the principal 


and other inhabitants, did allow and pay a certain penſion to the 
ſaid Rajah ; which penſion, on the general confiſcation of jaghires, 
(made at the inſtigation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings) and by the 
letting the lands ſo confiſcated to farmers at rack rents, was diſcon. 
tinued, and refuſed to be paid ; and the diſcontinuance of the ſaid 
penſion, ** on account of the perſonal reſpe& borne to the Rajah, 
(as connections with him are ſought for, and thought zo confer 
© honour,”) did cauſe an univerſal diſcontent, and violent commo- 
tions, in the diſtrict of Sahlone, and other parts of the province of 
Oude, with great conſequent effuſion of blood, and interruption, 
if not total diſcontinuance, to the collection of the revenues in thoſe 
parts, other than the ſame was irregularly, and with great damage 
to the country, enforced by Britiſk troops. CE 
II. That Mr. Lumſdaine, the officer employed to reduce thoſe 
diſordered parts of the province to ſubmiſſion, after ſeveral advan- 
tages gained over the Rajah and his adherents, and expelling him 
from the country, did repreſent the utter impoſũbility of bringing 


it to a permanent ſettlement “ merely by forcible methods; as in 
« any of his (the Rajah's) incurſions it would not be neceſſary to 


bring even a force with him, as the zemindars [landed proprie- 
© tors and freeholders] are much attached to the Rajah, whom 
e they conſider as their hereditary prince, and never fail to aſſiſt 
* him; and that his rebellion againſt Government 1s not looked 
*© on as a crime.” And Mr. Lumſdaine declared it“ as his clear 
opinion, that the allowing the ſaid Rajah a peaſion ſuitable to 
* his rank and influence in the country, to be the moſt certain 
«© mode of obtaining a permanent peace; alledging, among many 
other cogent reaſons, *©* that the expence of the force neceſſary to 
„ be employed to ſubdue the country might be ſpared, and em- 
% ployed elſewhere; and that the people would return to their 
*« villages with their cattle and effects, and of courſe Government 
have ſome ſecurity for the revenue, whereas at preſent they have 
*« none:“ and the repreſentation containing that prudent and tem- 
perate counſel, given by a military man of undoabted information, 
and perfect experience in the _ circumſtances of the country, 
\ 2 N 
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Vas tranſmitted by the Reſident Briſtow to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


who did wilfully and criminally omit to order any relief to the ſaid 
Rajah, in conformity to the general ſenſe and wiſhes of the inha- 
bitants; a compliance with whoſe ſo reafonable an expectation, his 
duty in reſtoring the tranquillity of the country, and in retrieving 
the honour of the Engliſh Government, did abſolutely require. 
But, inſtead of making ſuch proviſion, a price vas ſet upon his 
head; and ſeveral bodies of Britiſh troops being employed to pur. 


ſue him, after many ſkirmiſhes and much bloodſhed, and mutual 


waſte of the country, the ſaid Rajah, honoured and reſpected by 
the natives, was hunted down, and at length killed in a thicket, 


* 


No. VII. 


HAT the Court of Directors of the Eaſt- India Company had 
laid down the following fundamental rules, for the conduct 

of ſuch of the Company's buſineſs in Bengal, as could be performed 
by contract; and had repeatedly and ſtrictly ordered the Governor 
and Council of Fort William to obſerve thoſe rules: viz. That all 


contracts ſhould be publicly advertiſed, and the moſt reaſonable 


propoſals accepted; that the contracts of proviſions and for fur- 
niſhing draught and carriage bullocks for the army, ſhould be 
annual and, that they ſhould not fail to advertiſe for and receive 
propoſals for thoſe contracts every year. | 
That the faid Warren Haſtings, in direct diſobedience to the ſaid 


poſitive orders, and, as the Directors themſelves ſay, by a moſt deli- 


berate breach of his duty, did, in September 1777, accept of propo- 


ſals offered by Erneſt Alexander Johnſon, for providing draught and 


carriage bullocks, and for victualling the Europeans, without ad- 
vertiſing for propoſals, as he was expreſ ly commanded, to do, and 


extended the contract for three years, which was poſitively ordered 


to be annual; and, notwithſtanding that extenſion of the period, 
which ought at leaſt to have been compenſated by ſome advantage 
to the Company in the conditions, did conclude the ſaid contract 
upon terms leſs advantageous than the preceding contract, and therefore 
not on the loweſt terms procurable :—T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in deftance of the judgment and lawful orders of his ſuperiors, 
which in this caſe left him no option, declared, that he diſappro ved 
of publiſhing for propoſals, and that the contra? was reduced 400 low 


already; thereby avowing himſelf the advocate of the contractor, 


againit whom, as repreſentative of the Company, and guardian of 
their intereſts, he properly was party, and preferring the advantage 
of the Contractor to thoſe of his own conſtituents and employers ; 
— That the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, having 
carefully conſidered the circumſtances and tendency of this traniac- 
tion, condemned it in the ſtrongeſt terms, declaring, that they would 


2 not 
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not permit the eontract to be continued, and that, ** if the Contrac- 
< tor ſhauld think himſelf aggrieved, and take meaſures in conſe- 
% quence, by which the Company became involved in loſs or da- 
© mage, they ſhould certainly hold the majority of the Council re- 
% ſponſible for ſuch loſs or damage, and proceed againſt them ac- 
“ cordingly.”-— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in defiance of or- 
ders, which, the Directors ſay, were plain and unequivocal, did, in 
January 1777, receive from George Templer, a propoſal, eſſentially 
different from the advertiſement publiſhed by the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council for receiving propoſals for feeding the Company's 
elephants, and did accept thereof, not only without having recourſe 
to the proper means for aſcertaining whether the ſaid propoſal was 
the loweſt that would be offered, but with another actually before 
the Board, nearly 30 per cent. lower than that made by the faid 
George Templer, to whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings granted a 
contract, in the terms propoſed by the ſaid Templer, for three 
ears, and did afterwards extend the ſame to five years, with new 
and diſtin conditions, accepted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, with- 
out advertiſing for freſh propoſals, by which the Company were 
very conſiderable loſers :—On all which the Court of Directors de- 
clared, That this waſte of their property could not be ps 3 
« that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had diſregarded their autho- 
“ rity, and diſobeyed their orders, in not taking the loweſt offers ;?* 
and they ordered that the contract for elephants ſhould be annul- 
led: and the ſaid Directors farther declared, that if the contrac- 
tor ſhould recover damages of the Company for breach of en- 
" 8 they were determined, in ſuch caſe, to inſtitute a ſuit 
«« at law againſt thoſe Members of the Board who had preſumed, 
in direct breach cf their orders, to prefer the intereſt of an indi- 
* vidual to that of the Company.”*—That the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings did, in the year 1777, conclude with — — Forde, a 
contract for an armed veſſel for the pilotage of the Chittigong Ri- 
ver, and for the defence of the coaſt and river againſt the incurſions ' 
of robbers, for the term of five years, in farther diſobedience of the 
Company's orders reſpecting the mode and duration of contracts, 
and with a conſiderable increaſe of expence to the Company:. 
That the farming out the defence of a country to a contractor, being 
wholly unprecedented, and evidently abſurd, could have no real 
dbject but to enrich the contractor at the Company's expence ; 
ſince, either the ſervice was not dangerous, and then the eftabliſh- 
ment was totally unneceſſary, or, it it was a dangerous ſervice, it 
was evidently the intereſt of the contractor to avoid ſuch danger, 
and not to hazard the loſs of his ſhip or men, which muſt be- re- 
placed at his own expence, and therefore that an active and faithful 
diſcharge of the contractor's duty was incompatible with his intereſt. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in farther defiance of the Com- 
pany's orders, and in breach of the eſtabliſhed rule of their ſervice, 
did, in the year 1777, conclude a contract with the Maſter and De- 
puty Maſter Attendant of the Company's Marine or Pilot ſervice, 
for ſupplying the ſaid marine with naval ſtores, and executing. the 
ſaid ſervice br the term of two years, and without advertiſing for 
Propoſals; That the uſe and expenditure of ſuch ſtores, and the 
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direction of the pilot veſſels, is under the management, and at the 
diſpoſition of the Maſter Attendant, by virtue of his office : that he 
is officially the proper and regular check upon the perſon who fur- 
niſhes the ſtores, and bound by his duty to take care that all con- 
tracts for furniſhing ſuch ſtores are duly and faithfully executed: 
That the faid Warren Haſtings, by uniting the ſupply and the 
check in the ſame hands, did not only diſobey the Company's ſpe- 
cific orders, and violate the fundamental rules and practice of the 
ſervice, but did overſet the only juſt and rational principle, on which 
this, and every other ſervice of a ſimilar nature, ought to be con- 
duQed ; and did not only ſubje& the Company's intereſt, in point 


of expence, to fraud and colluſion, but did thereby expoſe the na- 


vigation of the Bengal River to manifeſt hazard and diſtreſs ; con- 
fidering that it is the duty of the Maſter Attendant to take care 
that the pilot veſſels are conftantly ſtationed in the roads to wait the 
arrival of the Company's ſhips, eſpecially in tempeſtuous weather, 
and that they ſhould be in a conftant condition to keep the ſea; 


whereas it is manifeſtly the intereſt of the contractor, in the firſt 


inftance, to equip the ſaid veſſels as ſcantily as poſſible, and after- 
wards to expoſe them as little as poſſible to any ſervice in which 
the ſtores, to be replaced by him, might be loſt or conſumed : And 

finally, that in June, 1779, the ſaid contract was prolonged to the 
faid Maſter Attendant, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the farther 
period of two years from the expiration of the ſirſt, without adver- 
riſing for propoſals.—That it does not appear that any of the pre- 
ceding contracts have been annulled, or the charges attending any 

of them abated, or that the Court of Directors have ever taken any 
meaſures to compel the ſaid Warren Haſtings to indemnify the 
Company, or to make good any part of the loſs incurred by the 


faid contracts. | | 8 
That in the year 1777 the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend 


and appoint John Belli, at that time his private Secretary, to be 


agent for ſupplying the Garriſon of Fort William with victuallin 

fores : That the ſtores were to be purchaſed with money — | 
by the Company; and that the ſaid Agent was to be allowed a 
commiſſion, or per centage, for his riſque and trouble: That in or- 
der to aſcertain what ſum would be a reaſonable compenſation for 
the agent, the Governor General and Council agreed to conſult 
ſome of the principal merchants of Calcutta: That the merchants, 
ſo conſulted, reported their opinion, that 20 per cent. on the prime 
coft of the ſtores would be a reaſonable compenſation to the agent: 
that, nevertheleſs, the ſa'd Warren Haſtings, ſupported by the vote 
and concurrence of Richard Barwell, then a member of the Su- 
preme Council, did propoſe and carry it, that 3o per cent. per 
annum ſhould be allowed upon all ſtores to be provided by the 
agent: that the ſaid Warren Haſtings profeſſed, that“ he prefer- 
red an agency to a contract for this ſervice ; becauſe, if it were 
% performed by contract, it muſt then be advertiſed, and the world 
«© would know what proviſion was made for the defence of the 
«« fort;“ as if its being publicly known that the fort was well pro- 
vided for defence, were likely to encourage an enemy to attack it. 


hat in Auguſt 1779, in defiance of the principle laid down hy 
4 5 himſelf 
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' himſelf for preferring an agency to a contract, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did propoſe, and carry it, that the agency ſhould be con- 
 werted into a contract, to be granted to the ſaid John Belli, without 
advertiſing for propoſals, an fixed for the term of five years, ** pre- 
««. tending that he had received ſroquens remonſtrances from the 
« ſaid agent, concerning the heavy loſſes and inconveniencies to 
« which he was /ubje&ed by the indefinite terms of his agency, 
notwithſtanding it appeared, by evidence produced at the Board, 
that, on a ſupply of about 37,0007. he had already drawn a com- 
miſſion of 22,0007. and upwards.—That the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 
pledged himſelf, that, / required by the Court of Directors, the pro- 
fits ariſing from the agency ſhould be paid into the Company's treaſyry, 
and appropriated as the Court ſhould direct. — That the Court of Di- 
rectors, as ſoon as they were adviſed of the firſt appointment of the 
ſaid agency, declared, that they conſidered the commiſſion of 20 
per cent. as an ample compenſation to the agent; and did poſitivelyx 
order, that, according to the engagement of the ſaid Warren Hai- 
tings, the commiſſion paid or to be paid to the ſaid agent, ſhould 
«© be reduced to 20 per cent. That the ſaid John Belli did poſi- 
tively refuſe to refund any part of the profits he had received, or 
to ſubmit to a diminution of thoſe which he was ſtill to receive; 
and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings has never made good his own. 
voluntary and folemn engagement to the Court of Directors herein- 
above mentioned : and as Nis failure to perform the ſaid engage- 
ment is a breach of faith to the . ſo his performance of 
ſuch engagement, if he had performed it, and even his offering to 
pledge himſelf for the agent, in the firſt inſtance, ought to be taken 
as preſumptive evidence of a connection between the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings and the ſaid agent, his private Secretary; which ought not 
to exiſt between a Governor, acting in behalf of the Company, and 
a contractor making terms with ſuch Governor for the execution of 
a public ſervice, 2 | wy 
That before the expiration of the contract herein-before men - 
tioned, for ſupplying the army with draught and carriage bullocks, 
n by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to Erneſt Alexander Johnſon 
for three years, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did propoſe and carry it 
in Council, that a new contract ſhould be made, on a new plan, and 
that an offer thereof ſhould be made to Richard Johnſon, brother. 
and executor of the ſaid contractor, without advertiſing for propo- 
ſals, for the term of five years :—That this offer was voluntarily ac- 
cepted by the ſaid Richard Johnſon, who, at the ſame time, deſired, 
and obtained, that the new contracts ſhould be made out in the 
name of Charles Croftes, the Company's accountant and Sub trea- 
ſurer at Fort William: — That the ſaid Charles Croftes offered the. 
ſaid Richard Johnſon as one of his ſecurities for the performance of 
the ſaid contract, who was accepted as ſuch by the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings ; and that, at the requeſt of the ſaid contractor, the contract 
for victualling the Europeans ſerving at the preſidency was added to 
and united with that for furniſhing bullocks, and fixed for the ſame 
period: that this extenſion of the periods of the ſaid contracts was 
not compenſated by a diminution in the charge to be incurred by 
the Company on that account, as it ovght to haye been; but, on 
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the contrary, the charge was immoderately increaſed by the new) 
contracts; inſomuch, that it was proved, by ſtatements and compu- 
tations produced at the Board, that the increaſe on the victualling 
contract would, in five years, amount to 40,000/7. ; and that the 
increaſe on the bullock contract, in the ſame period, would amount 
to above four hundred thouſand” pounds: that when this, and many 
other weighty objections againſt the terms of the ſaid contracts were 

in Council to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he declared, that he 
ſhould deliver a reply thereto ; but it does not appear that he did ever 
deliver fuch reply, or ever enter into a juſtification of any part of 
his conduct in this tranſadion. That the Act of Parliament of 
1773, by which the firſt Governor General and Council were ap- 
pointed, did expreſsly limit the duration of their office to the term 
af five years, which expired in October 1779, and that the ſeveral 
contracts, herein-before mentioned, were granted in September 
1779, and were made to continue five years after the expiration of 
the Government by which they were gangs and by this antici- 
tion, the diſcretion and judgment of the ſucceeding government, 
reſpecting the ſubje& matter of ſuch contracts, was taken away, and 
any correction or improvement therein rendered impracticable.— 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings might have been juſtified by the 
rules and practice, or by the neceſſity of the public ſervice, in bind- 
ing the Government by engagements to endure one year after the 
_ expiration of his own office; but on no principles could he be juſ- 
tified in extending ſuch engagements beyond the term of one year, 
much leſs on the principles he has avowed, namely, that it was 
4, only an act of common juſtice in him to ſecure every nun con- 
c need with him, as far as he legally could, from the apprehenſion 
« of future oppreſſion. — That the oppreſſion, to which ſuch ap- 
prehenſion, if real, muſt allude, could only eonſiſt in and ariſe out 
of the obedience which he feared a future e er might pay to 
the orders of the Court of Directors, by making all contracts annual, 
and advertiſing for propoſals publicly and indifferently, from all 
perſons whatever, by which it might happen that ſuch beneficial 
contracts would not be conſtantly held by men connected with him, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings :—that this declaration made by the faid 
Warren Haſtings, combined with all the circumſtances belonging to 
theſe tranſactions, leaves no room to doubt that, in diſobeying the 
Company's orders, and betraying the truſt repoſed in him as guar- 
dian of the Company's property, his object was to purchaſe the at- 
tachment of a number of individuals, and to form a party capable 
of ſupporting and protecting him in return. | 

That with the ſame view, and on the ſame principles, it appears 
that exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments, at the Eaſt- ndia Company's 
charge and expence have been laviſhed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to ſundry individuals contrary to the general principles of his duty, 
and in direct contradiction to the poſitive orders of the Court of 
Directors: particularly, that whereas by a reſolution of the Court 
of Proprietors of the Eaſt-India Company, and by an inſtruction of 
the Court of Directors, it was provided and expreſsly ordered, 
That there ſhould be paid to the late Sir John Clavering “ the 
fſum of ſix thouſand pounds ſterling per annum in full. for his 

| | | | | « ſervices 
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* ſervices as Commander in Chief, in lieu of travelling charges 


5 


% and of all other advantages and emoluments Whateyer;“ and 
whereas the Court of Directors poſitively ordered that the late Sir 


Eyre Coote ſhould receive the /ame pay as Commander in Chief of — 


« their forces in India, as was received” by Lieutenant- general Sir 
% ſohn Clavering;“ —the ſaid Warren Haſtings,” nevertheleſs, 
within a very ſhort time after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival in Bengal, 
did propoſe and carry it in Council, that a new eſtabliſnment 
ſhould be created for Sir Eyre Coote, by which an increaſe of ex- 
pence would be incurred by the India bee, . to the amount of 
eighteen thouſand pounds a year and upwards, excluſive of and in 
addition to his ſalary of ten thouſand pounds a year, provided for 
him by act of Parliament as a member of the Supreme Council, 
and excluſive of and in addition to his ſalary of ſix thouſand pounds 
a year as Commander in Chief, appointed for him by the Company, 
and expreſsly fixed to that amount. . 
That the diſobedience and breach of truſt of which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was guilty in this tranſaction, is highly aggra- 
vated by the following circumſtances connected with it: that from 
the death of Sir John Clavering to the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in 
Bengal, the proviſional command of the army had devolved to, and 
been veſted in, Brigadier- eneral Giles Stibbert, the eldeſt officer” 
on that eſtabliſhment; 1 in this capacity, and, as the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings has declared, ſtanding no way diſtinguiſned 
« from the other officers in the army, but by his accidental ſaucceſ- 
«« ſion to the firſt place on the lift,” he, the ſaid Giles Stibbert, 
had, by the recommendation and procurement of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, received and enjoyed a ſalary and other allowances to 
the amount of 13,8541. 125. per annum.—That Sir Eyre Cootez 
ſoon after his arrival, repreſented to the Board, that a conſiderable 
part of thoſe allowances, amounting to 8220. 10s. per annum, 
ought to devolve to himſelf as Commander in Chief of the Com- 
pany's forces in India; and ſtating, that the ſaid Giles Stibbert 
could no longer be conſidered as Commander in Chief under the 
refidency of Fort William, made a formal demand of the ſame.— 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of reducing the allowances 
of the ſaid Giles Stibbert to the eſtabliſhment at which they ſtood 
during General Clavering's command, and for the continuance of 
which, after Sir Eyre Coote's arrival, there could be no pretence, 
continued the allowances of thirteen thouſand. eight hundred and 
 fiſty-four pounds per annum to the ſaid Giles Stibbert; and at the 
ſame time, in order to appeaſe and ſatisfy the demand of the ſaid 
Sir Eyre Coote, did create for him that new eſtabliſhment, herein- 
before ſpecified, of eighteen "thouſand pounds per annum; info- 
much, that inſtead of the allowance of /x thouſand pounds a yer, 
in lieu of travelling charges and of all emo[umeints and allowances © 
N to which the pay and allowances of Commander in 
Chief were expreſsly limited by he united act of the legiſlative and 
executive powers of the Company, the annual charge to be borne 
by the Company on that account was increaſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to the enormous ſum of thirty-eight thouſand two hundred 


and ſeventeen pounds ten ſhillings ſterling. 
ds P That 
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That on the firſt of November 1779, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 


move and carry it in Council, that the Reſident at the Vizier's court 
% ſhould be furniſhed with an account of all the extra-allowances 
and charges of the Commander in Chief when in the field, with 
« orders to add the ſame to the debit of the Vizier's account, ab a 
«+ part of his general ſubſidy ; the charge to commence from the 
% day on which the General ſhall paſs the Carumnaſſa, and to 
* continue till his return to the ſame line.” That this addi- 
tional expence, impoſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings on the Vizier, 
was unjuſt in itſe}f, and a breach of treaty with that Prince, the 
ſpecific amount of the ſubſidy to be paid by him having been fixed 
by a treaty, to which no addition could juſtly be made, but at the 
| ious requiſition of the Vizier:— That the Court of Directors, 
in their letter of the 18th of October, 1780, did condemn and pro- 
hibit the continuation of the allowances above-mentioned to Sir 


Eyre Coote, in the following words: Theſe allowances appear 


4 tous ina gee ſo very extraordinary, and ſo repugnant to the 
_ « ſpirit of a reſolution of the General Court of Proprietors, reſpect- 
ing the allowance made to General Clavering, that we politively 

% direct that they be diſcontinued immediately, and no part thereof 


paid after the receipt of this letter.” That on the 27th of April 


1781, the Governor General and Council, in obedience to the 
orders of the Directors, did ſignify the ſame to the Commiſſary 
General, as an inſtruction to him, that the extraordinary allowances 
to Sir Eyre Coote ſhould be diſcontinued, and no part thereof. paid 
after that day : 'That it appears, nevertheleſs, that the ſaid extra 
allowances (amounting to above twenty thouſand pounds ſterling 
a year) were continued to be charged to the Vizier, and paid to 

Sir Eyre Coote, in defiance of the orders of the Court of Directors; 

jn defiance of the conſequent reſolution of the Governor General 
and Council; and in contradiction to the terms of the original mo- 
tion, made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for adding thoſe allow- 
ances to the debit of the Vizier, viz. ** that they ſhould continue 
till Sir Eyre Coote's return to the Carumnaſſa. That Sir Eyre 

Coote arrived at Calcutta about the end of Auguſt 1780, and muſt 
have croſſed the Carumnaſſa, in his return from Oude, ſome weeks 
before, when the charge on the Vizier, if at any time proper, ought 

to have ceaſed. -'That it appears that the ſaid allowances were 
continued to be charged againit the Vizier, and paid to Sir Eyre 

Coote, for three years after, even while he was ſerving in the 
Carnatic, and that this was done by the ſole authority and private 
command of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 1 

That the Eaſt- India Company, having thought proper to create 
the office of Advocate General in e and to appoint Sir John 
Day to that office, it was reſolved, by a General Court of Proprie- 
tors, that a ſalary of zoool. a year ſhould be allowed to the ſaid Sir 
John Day, in full confideration of all demands and allowances aubat- 
ſee ver for his ſervices to the Company at the Prefidency of Fort 

William :—That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, nevertheleſs, ſhortly 
after Sir John Day's arrivai in Bengal, did increaſe the ſaid Sir 

ohn Day's falary and allowances to fix thouſand pounds a year, 
in direct diſobedieũce of the reſolution of the Court of Fopamton, 
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* 
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«© they held them/elves bound by the reſolution of the General 


allowances ſhould be forthwith diſcontinued. 5 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after having firſt thought it ne- 


ceſſary, in obedience to the orders of the Court of Directors, to 


| ſtop the extraordinary allowance which he had granted to Sir John 


— 


Day, did aſterwards reſolve that the allowance, which had been 


. 


to refund the amount which he might receive, in caſe the Directors 


ſhould confirm their former orders, already twice given :—That in 


this tranſaction the ſaid Warren Haſtings trifled with the authority 


of the Company, eluded the repeated orders of the Directors, and 


expoſed the Company to the riſque and uncertainty of recovering, 
at a diſtant period, and perhaps by a proceſs of law, a ſum of 
money, which they had poſitively ordered him not to pay. 


That, in the latter part of the year 1776, by the death of 


Colonel Monſon, the whole power of the government of Fort 


William devolved to the Governor and one member'of the Council; 


and that from that time the Governor General and Council have 
generally conſiſted of an even number of perſons, in confequence 
of which the caſting voice of the ſaid Warren Haſtings has uſually 
prevailed in the deciſion of all queſtions :—That about the end of 


the year 1776 the whole civil eſtabliſhment of the ſaid government 


did not exceed 205, 3991. per annum; that in the year 1783 the ſaid 


civil eſtabliſhment had been increaſed to the enormous annual ſum. 
of 927,9451.—That ſuch increaſe in the civil eſtabliſhment could 


not have taken place, if the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who was at the 


head of the Government, with the power annexed to the —_ | 


voice, had not actively promoted the ſaid increaſe, which he. ha 


: png revent, and which it was his duty to have prevented: 


That by ſuch immoderate waſte of the property of his employers, and | 
by ſuch ſcandalous breach of his fidelity to them, it was the intention 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to gain and ſecure the attachment and ſup- 


port of a multitude of individuals, by whoſe united intereſt, influence, 


and intrigues, he hoped to be protected againſt any future inquiry | 


into his conduct: That it was of itſelf highly criminal in the faid 


Warren Haſtings to have ſo waſted the property of the Eaſt India 


Company, and that the purpoſe to be obtained by ſuch waſte way 
a great aggravation of that crime.— That among the various in- 


ſtances of profuſion by which the civil eſtabliſhment of Fort Wil. 
liam was increaſed to the enormous annual ſum herein-before men- 


tioned, it appears that a ſalt office was created, of fix commiſſioners, 


, 


Whoſe annual emoluments were as follow, viz. 
Preſident, or Comptroller, per annum C. 19,480 


* 


1ſt member * - WE 13,100 
2d ditto — - ES 11,480 
3d ditto - — i et i 
4th ditto 1 wt - . ER... 
| 5th ditto * - © Ds „  - 10,407 • 
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ſtruck off, ſhould be repaid to him, upon his ſignin an obligation 


- 4 | 4 3 
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and of the order of the Court of Directors: — That the Directors, 
as ſoon as they were informed of this proceeding, declared, ** that 


„ Court, and that they could not allow it to be diſregarded by the © 
% Company's ſervants in India ;” and ordered that the increaſed | 


TY AR TI CLE vi 
That a Board of Revenue was created by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


conſiſting of five Commiſſioners, wh6ſe annual emoluments were as 


follow, VIZ... ; 1 8 6 
2d ditto — — — 8 9, 100 
3d ditto — — — ö — 9,100 
4th ditto - - —_ — 9, 100 
th ditto 2 5 3 9.100 
L. 47.350 


- 


That David Anderſon, Eſq; firſt member of the ſaid Board, did 
- nat execute the duties, though he received the emoluments, of the 
ſaid office ; having acted, for the greateſt part of the time, as Am- 
baſſador to Madajee Scindia, with a farther ſalary of 4280l. a year, 
making in all 15, 230l. a year. | | Bf OS op be 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did. create an office of agent 
victualler to the garriſon of Fort William, whoſe profits, on an 
average for three years, were 15, 970l. per annum: — That this 
agency was held by the Poſtmaſter General, who, in that capacity, 


| received 22001: a year from the Company, and who was aQtually 


no higher than a writer in the ſervice:— That the perſon who held 
theſe lucrative offices, viz. John Belli, was private ſecretary to the 
ſaid Warren Hastings. | 15 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings created a nominal office of Reſi- 
dent at Goa, where the Company never had a Reſident, nor buſi- 


neſs of any kind to tranſact, and gave the ſaid nominal office to a 


perſon who was not a covenanted ſervant of the Company, with an 


allowance of 4280l. a year. l | 
That theſe inſtances are proofs of a criminal profuſion and high 


breach of truſt to the India Company in the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
under whoſe government, and by means of whoſe ſpecial power, 


derived from the effe& of his caſting voice, all the ſaid waſte and 
profuſion did take place. f | e 
That at che end of the year 1780, when, as the Court of Direc- 


F 


tors affirm, the Company were in the utmoſt diftreſs for money, and 


almeft every department in arrear, and when it appears that there 


Was a greatcarcity and argent want of grain at Fort St. George, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accept of a propoſal made to him by 


James- Peter Auriol, then Secretary to the Council, to ſupply the 
preſidency of Fort St. George with rice and other articles, and did 
appoint the ſaid Auriol to be the agent for ſupplying all the other 


preſidencies with thoſe articles — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


declared, that the intention of the appointment was moſt likely 
to be fulglled by a liberal confideration of it, and therefore 

allowed the ſaid Auriol a commiſſion of 15 per cent. on the whole 
of his diſburſements; thereby rendering it the direct intereſt of the 
ſaid Auriol to make his diſburſements as great as poſſible :—That 
the chance of capture by the enemy, or danger of the ſea, was to 
be at the riſque of the India Company, and not of the ſaid Aariol : 
— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared perſonally to the ſaid 
Auriol, © that this poſt was intended as a reward for his long and 


e 5 « faithful 
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, faithful ſervices. That the Preſident and Council of Bombay 


did remonſtrate againſt what they called br enormous amo. of: the.. 
charges of the rice with which they; were ſupplied, which they ſtater. 
to be nine rupees a bag at Calcutta, when they. themſelves. could 
have contracted for its delivery at Bombay, free of all riſque and 
charges, at five rupees and three ſixteenths per bag; and that even 


at Madras, where the diſtreſs and demand was greateſt, the ſupplies, 


of grain by private traders charged to the Company, were nineteen 
per cent. cheaper than that ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol, excluſive. 
of the riſque of the ſea and of capture by the enemy :—That it 
is ſtated by the Court of Directors, that the agent's commiſſion on 
a ſupply of a /ingle year (the ſaid commiſſion being not only charged 
on the prime colt of the rice, but alſo on the freight and all other 


charges) would amount to pounds ſterling twenty-ſix thouſand eight 


hundred and ſeventy-three, and by the ſaid Auriol himſelf is ad- 
mitted to amount to 18,2921.—That William Larkins, the Ac- 

comptant General at Fort William, having been ordered to examine 
the accounts of the ſaid agent, did report to the Governor General 

and Council, that he found them to be corre inthe additions and cal- 
calations ; and that then the ſaid Larkins adds the following decla- 
ration: The agent being upon honour with. reſpect to the ſums- 
« charged in his accouats for the coſt of the articles ſupplied, L, 
« did not think myſelf authorized to require any voucber of the 
«« ſums charged for the demurrage of ſloops, either as to the time 
« of detention, or the rate of the charge, or of thoſe for the anti- 
cles loſt in going down the river; and on that ground I thought 
«« myſelf equally bound to admit the ſums acknowledged as received 
«« for the ſales of goods returned, without requiring vouchers of 


e the rates at which they were ſold.” That in this tranſaction 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of a high breach of truſt 
and duty, in the unneceſſary expenditure of the Company's money, 


and in ſubjecting the Company to a profuſion of expence, at all 
times wholly unjuſtifiable, but particularly at a time when that 


expence was incurred. — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty 
of a breach of orders, as well as breach of truſt, in not advertiſing 
generally for propoſals; in not coatractiag indifferently for the ſup- 
plies with ſuch merchants as might offer to furniſh. them on the 
loweſt terms; in giving an enormous commiſſion to an agent, and 


that commiſlion not confined to the prime coſt of the articles, but 


to be computed on the whole of his charges; in accepting of the 
honcur of the ſaid agent as a ſufficient voucher for the coſt of the 


articles ſupplied, and for all charges whatever, on which his com- 
miſſion was to be computed ; and finally, in giving a lucrative 


agency for the ſupply of a diſtreſſed and ſtarving province, as a re- 
ward to a Secretary of State, whoſe labours in that capacity ought _ 
to have been rewardcd by an avowed public ſalary, and not other- 
wiſe.— That after the firſt year of the ſaid agency was expired, the 

ſaid Warren Haſtings did agree, that for the future the commiſſion 

to be drawn by the ſaid agent ſhould be reduced to five per cent. 

which the Governor General and Council then declared to be rhe 
cuſtomary amount drawn by merchants; but that, even in this re- 
duction of the commiſſion, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was ene of | 
| / | 2 | . a de- 
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a deception, and did not in fact reduce the commiſſion from 1 5 to | 
per cent. — immediately after reſolved that he, the agent, 


ould be all the current intereſt of Calcutta upon all his 
drafts on the Treaſury from the day of their dates, until they 
ſhould be completely liquidated : That the legal intereſt of mone) 
in Bengal is twelve per cent. per annum, and the current intereſt 
from 8 to 10 per cent. 1 | 


No. VIII. 


HAT, before the appointment of the Governor and Council 
of Fort William by act of Parliament, the allowances made by 


the Eaſi-India Company to the Preſidents of that Government were 
abundantly ſufficient; and that the ſaid Preſidents in general, and 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings particularly, was reſtrained by a ſpecific 


covenant and indenture, which he entered into with the Company, 


from accepting any gifts, rewards, or gratuities whatſoever, on any 


account or pretence whatſoever :— That, in the regulating act paſſed 
in the year 1773, which appointed the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, Governor General of Fort William in Bengal, a ſalary 


of 25,0001. a year was eſtabliſhed for him; to which the Court of 
Directors added, that he ſhould enjoy their principal houſes, 


«© with the plate and furniture, both in town and country, rent- 
«« free.” That the ſame law which created the office and provided 
the ſalary of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did expreſsly, wal 
cleareſt and moſt comprehenſive terms that could be deviſed, pro- 
Hibit him from receiving any preſent, gift, or donation, in any 
manner, or on any account whatſoever ; and that the ſaid Warren 
_ Haſtings perfectly underſtood the meaning, and acknowledged the 
binding force of this prohibition, before he accepted of the office to 
which it was annexed. He knew, and had declared, that the pro- 
 hibition was pofitive and deciſive; that it admitted neither of refine- 
ment or miſconſtruction; and that, in his opinion, an oppoſition would 
be to incur the penalty. TIE; | 
That, notwithſtanding the covenants and engagements above 
mentioned, it appears in the recorded proceedings of the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William, that ſundry charges have 


been brought againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings for gifts or preſents . 


corruptly taken by him before the promulgation of the act of 1773 
in India, and that theſe charges were produced at the Council 
Board, in the preſence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings : That, in 
March 1775, the late Rajah Nuncomar, a native Hindoo, of the 
higheſt caſt in his religion, and of the higheſt rank in ſociety, by 
the offices which he had held under the country government, did 
lay before the Council an account of various ſums of money, paid 
by him to the, ſaid Warren Haſtings, amounting to 40, oool. and 
g ep” K upwards, 
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\ upwards, for offices and employments corruptly diſpoſed of by the 
| ſaid Warren ms. and did offer and engage to prove and eſta- 


bliſh the fame by ſufficient evidence: That this account is ſtated 
with a minute partieularity and preciſion; the date of each pay- 


ment, down to that of ſmall ſums, is ſpecified ; the various coins 


in which ſuch payments were ſeverally made, are diſtinguiſhed ; 
and the different perſons through whoſe hands the money paſſed 
into thoſe of the ſaid Warren Haſtings are named :—That ſuch 
particularity on the face of ſuch a charge, ſuppoſing it falſe, is fa- 
vourable to the party wrongfully accuſed, and expoſes the accuſer 
to an inſtant and eaſy detection; for though, as the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf has obſerved on another occaſion, ** papers may 
«« be forged, and evidences may appear in numbers, to atteſt them, 
«« yet it muſt always be an ea/y matter to detect the falſity of any 
«« forged paper produced, by examining the witneſſes ſeparately, 
« and ſubjecting them to a ſubſequent croſs examination; in which 
« caſe, if falſe, they will not be able to perſevere in one regular 
4 conſiſtent ſtory.“ 2 Ihe | | 
Whereas, if no advantage be taken of ſach particularity in the 
charge to, detect the falſehood thereof, and if no attempt to diſprove 
it, and no defence whatever be made, a preſumption juſtly and rea- 
ſonably ariſes in favour of the truth of ſuch charge: That the 
| ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of offering any thing in his defence, 
declared, that he would not ſuffer Nuncomar to appear before the Board 
as his accuſer . That he attempted to indi his ſaid accuſer for a 
conſpiracy, in which he failed; and that the ſaid Rajah Nuncomar 
was ſoon after, and while his charge againſt the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
| tings was depending before the Council, indicted upon an Engliſh 
penal ſtatute, which does not extend even to Scotland, before the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, for an offence ſaid to have been com- 
mitted ſeveral years before, and not capital by the laws of India, 
and was condemned and executed: That the evidence of this man, 
not haviug been encountered at the time, when it might and ought 
to have been, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, remains juſtly in force 
againſt him, and 1s not abated by the capital puniſhment of the ſaid 
| Nuncomar, but rather confirmed by the time and circumſtances in 
which the accuſer of the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſuffered death. 
That one of the offices, for which a part of the money above men- 
_ tioned is ſtated to have been paid to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was 
given by him to Munny Begum, the widow of the late Myr Jaffier, 
Nabob of Bengal, whoſe ſon, by another woman, holds that title at 


, 
* 


preſent :—That the ſaid Warren Haſtings had been inſtructed by the 


Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company to appoint ** M. 
«* ni/ter to tranſact the political affairs of the Government, and to 
«« ſele& for that purpoſe ſome perſon well qualified for the affairs 
* of Government, to be the miniſter and guardian of the Nabob's 
© minority: — That for theſe offices, and for the execution of the 
ſeveral duties belonging to them, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſelected 
and appointed the ſaid Munny Begum, a woman evidently unqua- 
lified for, and incapable of ſuch offices, and reſtrained from actin 

in ſuch capacities, by her neceſſary ſecluſion from the world, and 
retirement. in a ſeraglio:— That a conſiderable deficiency or embez- 
5 Zi | FO | zlement 
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-zlement appearing in this woman's. account of the young Nabob's 


ſtipend, ſhe voluntarily declared, by a writing under her feal, that 
[ſhe had given 15, ooo l. to the ſaid: Warren Haſtings for an enter- 
tainment; which declaration correſponds with, and confirms that 
part of the charge produced by Raja Nuncomar, to which it re- 
lates : That neither this, nor any other part of the ſaid charge, 
has been at any time directly denied or diſputed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, though made to his face, and though he was repeatedly 
accuſed by his colleagues, who were appointed by Parliament at the 
fame time with himſelf, of peculation cf every ſort:. That, inſtead 
of promoting a ſtrict inquiry into his conduct for the clearance of 
his innocence and honour, he did repeatedly endeavour to elude and 
ſtifle all inquiry, by attempting to diſſolve the meetings of the 


Council at which ſuch charges were produced, and by other means, 
.and has not ſince taken any fteps to diſprove or refute the ſame ;— 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſo long ago as September 1775, 
: aflured the Court of Directors, That it was bis fixed determina- 
„ tion moſt fully and liberally to explain every circumſtance of his 


0“ conduct on the points on which he had been injurioully arraigned, 


-*<, and to afford them the cleareſt conviction of his own integrity, 
„ and of the propriety of his motives for declining a preſent de- 

'«<. fence of it;“ and having never ſince given to the Court of Di- 
- rs any explanation whatever, much leſs the full and liberal ex- 
- planation he had promiſed ſo repeatedly, has thereby abandoned 

even that late and protracted defence, which he himſe!f muſt have 

thought neceſſary to be made at ſame time or other; and which he 

would be thought to have deferred to a period more ſuitable and 

convenient than that in which the facts were recent; and the im- 


preſſion of theſe, and other charges of the ſame nature againſt him, 


was freſh and unimpaired in the minds of men. | 
That on the zoth of March 1775, a member of the Council pro- 
. duced and laid before the Board a petition from Myr ,Zein Abul 
Dheen, (formerly farmer of a diſtrict, and who had been in credi- 
table ftations) ſettingſtforth, that Khan Jehan Cawn, then Phouſdar 
of Houghly, had obtained that oſſice from the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings, with a ſalary of ſeventy-two thouſand Sicca rupees a year; 
and that the ſaid Phou/Jar had given a receipt of bribe to the patron 
- of the city, meaning Warren Haſtings, to pay him annually thirty- 
- fix thouſand rupees a year, and alſo to his banyan, Cantoo Baboo, 
>  , four thouſand rupees a year, out of the ſalary above mentioned. 
That by the 35th article of the iuſtructions given to the Governor 
General and Council, they are directed . immediately to cauſe the 
4 ſtricteſt inquiry to be made into all oppreſſions, which might have 


& been commited either againſt the natives or Europeans, and into 


„ all abuſes that might have prevailed in the collection of the re- 
* yenues, or any part of the civil government of the Preſidency, 
% and to communicate to the Directors all information which they 
* might be able to obtain relatiie thereto, or to any diſſipation or 
- «« embezziement of the Company's money.“ — That the above pe- 
tition and inſtroction having — read in Council, it was moved 


that the petitioner ſnould be ordered to attend the next day to make 
good his charge. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared, that 


— 
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e it appeared to him to be the purpoſe of the majority to make 
« him the ſole object of their perſonal attacks. — That they had 
« taken their line, and might purſue it.— That he ſhould have 
« other remarks to make upon this tranſaction; but as they would 
be equally applicable to many others, which in the courſe of this 
« huſineſs were likely to be brought before the Board, he ſhould 
te ſay no more on the ſubject; - and he objected to the motion. 
That by the preceding declaration, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
admit, that many other charges were likely to be brought againſt 
him, and that ſuch charges would be of a ſimilar nature to the firſt, 
viz. a corrupt bargaining for the diſpoſal of a great office, ſince he 
decl that his remarks on that tranſaction would be equally a 
plicable to the reſt; and that, by objecting to the motion for the 
perſonal attendance of the accuſer, he reſiſted and diſobeyed the 
Company's inſtructions; and did, as far as depended on his power, 
endeavour to obſtruct and prevent all inquiry into the charge. That 
in ſodoing, he failed in his duty to the Company; he diſobeyed their 
expreſs orders, and did leave the charge againſt himſelf without a 
reply, and even without a denial; and with that unavoidable pre- 
ſumption againſt his innocence, which lies againſt every perſon ac- 
cuſed, who not only refuſes to plead, but, as far as his vote goes, 
endeavours to prevent an examination of the charge, and to ſtifle 
all inquiry into the truth of it.— That the motion having been ne- 
vertheleſs carried, the ſaid Warren e did, on the day fol- 
lowing, declare, that he could not fit to be confronted with ſuch 
« accuſers, nor ſuffer a judicial inquiry into his conduct, at the 
« Board of which he was Preſident, and declared the meeting of 
i the Board diffolved.”— That the Board continued to fit and exa- 
mine witneſſes, ſervants of the Phouſdar, on oath and written evi- 
dence, being letters under the hand and ſeal of the Phouſdar, all 
directly tending to prove the charge; viz. that out of the ſalary of 
ſeventy-two thouſand rupees a year paid by the Company, the ſaid 
Phouſdar received but thirty-two thouſand, and that the remainder 
was received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his banyan.—That 
the Phouſdar, though repeatedly ordered to attend the Board, did, 
under various pretences, decline attending until the 19th of May, 
when the letters ſtated to be his, that is, under his hand and ſeal, 
being ſhewn to him, it was propoſed by a member of the Board, 
that - ſhould be aſked, whether he had any objection to ſwear to 
the truth of ſuch anſwers as he might make to the queſtions pro- - 
poſed by the Board. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings objected to his 
ES put to his oath.— That the queſtion was nevertheleſs put to 
him, in conſequence of a reſolution of the Board. That he firſt 
declined to ſwear, under pretence that it was a matter of ſerious con- 
ſequence to his character to take an oath; and, when it was finally left 
to his option, he declared, Mean people might ſwear, but that 
© his character would not allow him; that he could not ſwear, and 
* had rather ſubje& himſelf to a loſs.” — That the evidence in ſup- 
port of the charge being on oath, was in this manner left uncontra- 
dicted ; that it was admitted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that 
neither Muſſulmen or Hindoos are forbidden by the precepts of 


their religion to ſwear, That it is not true, as the ſaid Warren 
| i | | Haſtings 
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Haſtings aſſerted, that it was repugnant to the manners either of 


Hindoos or Muſſulmen ; and that if, under ſuch pretences, the na- 
tives were to be exempted from taking an oath, when examined by 
the Governor and Council, all the inquiries pointed out to them by 
the Company's inſtructions might ſtop or be defeated.—That no 
valid reaſon was, or could be aſſigned, why the ſaid Phouſdar ſhould 
not be examined on oath ; that the charge was not againſt himſelf; 

and that, if any queſtions had been put to him, tending to make 
him accuſe himfelf, he might have declined to anſwer them. —That, 
if he could have ſafely ſworn to the innocence of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, from whom he received his employment, he was bound 
in gratitude, as well as juſtice, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to 
have conſented to be examined on oath.—That not having done fo, 
and having been ſupported and abetted in his refuſal by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings himſelf, whoſe character and honour were imme. 
diately at flake, the whole of the evidence for the truth of the 
charge remains unanſwered, and in full force againſt the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, who on this occaſion recurred to the declaration he 
had before made to the Directors, viz. ** That he would moſt fully 
4 and liberally explain every circumſtanee of his conduct,“ but 
bas never ſince that time given the Directors any explanation what- 
ſoever of his ſaid conduct.— And finally, that when the Court of 
Directors, in January 1776, referred the queſtion (concerning the 
| legality of the power aſſumed, and repeatedly excerciſed by the faid 
Warren Haſtings, of diſſolving the Council at his pleaſure) to the 
late Charles Sayer, then Standing Council of the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, the ſaid Charles Sayer declared his opinion in favour of the 
power; but concerning the uſe and exerciſe of it, in the caſes ſtated, 
did declare his opinion in the following words: << I believe he, 
«© Warren Haſtings, is the firſt Governor that ever diſſolved a 
«« Council inquiring into his behaviour when he was innocent.“ Be- 
fore he could ſummon three councils, and diſſolve them, he had time 
fully to conſider what would be the reſult of ſuch conduct, zo con- 
wince every body beyond a doubt of his cenſcicus guilt. © 

That by a reſolution of a majority of the Council, conftituting 
a lawful act of the Governor General and Council, the ſaid Khan 
Jehan Khan was diſmiſſed from the office of Phouſdar of Hughly, 
for a contempt of the authority of the Board. —That, within a 
few weeks after the death of the late Colonel Monſon, the number 
of the Council being then even, and all queſtions being then deter- 
mined by the Governor General's caſting voice, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did move, and carry it in Council, that the ſaid Khan 
Jehan Khan' thould be reſtored to his office; — and that re- 
ſtoraticn not having been preceded, accompanied, or followed by 
any explanation or defence whatſoever, or even by a denial of the 
ſpecific and circumſtantial charge of colluſion with the ſaid Khan 
Jehan Khan, has confirmed the truth of the ſaid charge. 
That, beſides the ſums charged to have been paid to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the ſaid Nuncomar, and Munny Begum, and 
Khan jehan Khan, and beſides the ſum of one hundred and ten 
thouſand pounds, already mentioned to have been accepted without 
heſitation by him as à preſent on the part of the Nabob of * | 
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and that of his miniſters, the circumſtances of which have been par- 
ticularly reported to the Houſe of Commons, it appears by the con- 


feſſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he has, at different times 


ſince the promulgation of the act of 1773, received various other 
ſums, contrary to the expreſs prohibition of the ſaid act, and his 


own declared ſenſe of the evident intent and obligation thereof. 
That in the month of June 1780, the ſaid Warren Haſtings made 


to the Council, what he called “ a very unuſual tender, by offering 


ce to exonerate the Company from the expence of a particular 
ce meaſure, and to rake it upon himſelf; declaring that he had al- 


ready depoſited” two lacks of rupees (or twenty-three thouſand 
« pounds) in the hands of the Company's Sub- Treaſurer for that 


ce ſervice. That in a ſubſequent letter, dated yon of No- 
vember, 1780, he informed the Court of Directors, chat this mo- 
„ ney, by whatever means it came into their poſſeſſion, Cas not his 
« own ;,” bat he did not then, nor has he any time ſince, made 
known to the Court of Directors, from whom, or on what account, 
he received that money, as it was his wy to have done in the firſt 
inſtance ; and, notwithſtanding the ſaid 


« information of the channel by which this money came into his 
«« poſſeſſion, with a complete illuſtration of the cauſe or cauſes of 
„ ſo extraordinary an event: - But, from evidence examined in 
England, it has been diſcovered, that this money. was received by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings from Chen Sing, the Rajah of Benares, 
who was ſoon after diſpoſſeſſed of all his property, and driven from 
his country and government by the. ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


That notwithſtanding the declaration made by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, that he had actually depoſited the ſum above mentioned 


in the hands of the Company's Sub-Treaſurer for their ſervice, it 


does not appear, that any entry whatſoever of that, or any other 
e payment by the Governor General, was made in the treaſury 
accounts, at or about the time,“ nor is there any trace in the 
Company's books of its being actually paid into their treaſury. 


It appears, then, by the confeſſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


that this money was received by him; but it does not appear that 


he has converted it to the property and uſe of the Company. | 
That in a letter from the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the jaid Court 


of Directors, dated the 22d of May, 1782, but not diſpatched, as 
it might and ought to have deen at that time, but detained and kept 


back by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till the 16th of December fol- 


lowing, he has confeſſed the receipt of various other ſums, amounts 


ing (with that which he accepted from the Nabob of Oude) to 


nearly two hundred thouſand pounds, which ſums he affirmed had 
been converted to the Company's property through his means, but 
without diſcovering from whom, or on what account he received 


the ſame.—That, inſtead of converting this money to the Compa- 
ny's property, as he affirmed he had done, it appears that he had 


lent the greater part of it to the Company upon bonds bearing in- 


tereſt, which bonds were demanded and received. by, him, and, for 
aught that yet appears, have never been given up or cancelled.--- ,. 
That for another conſiderable part of the above-mentioned ſum, he. 
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irectors ſignified to him 
their expectation that he ſhould communicate to them immediate 
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has taken credit to himſelf, as for a depoſit of his own property, 
and therefore demandable by him out of the Company's treaſury, 
at his diſcretion, —That all ſums fo lent or depoſited are not alie- 


nated from.the perſon who lends or depoſits the fame, conſequently, 


that the declaration made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that he had 
converted the whole of theſe ſums to the Company's property, was 
not true; nor would ſuch a transfer, if it had really been made, 
have juſtified the ſaid Warren Haſtings in originally receiving the 
money; which being, in the firſt inſtance, contrary to law, could 
not be rendered legal by any ſubſequent diſpoſition or application 
thereof; much leſs would it have juſtified the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


in delaying to make a diſcovery of theſe. tranſactions to the. Court 


of Directors, until he had heard of the 1nquiries then * | 
_ proceeding in Parliament, in finally making a diſcovery, ſuch as it 

is, in terms the moſt intricate, obſcure, and contradiftory. That, 
inſtead of that full and clear explanation of his conduct, which the 
Court of Directors demanded, and which the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


was bound to give them, he has contented himſelf with telling the 
ſaid Directors, that if this matter was to he expoſed to the view of 


c the public, his reaſons for acting as he had done might furniſh 
«« a variety of conjectures, to which it would be of little uſe to 
f* reply. That he either choſe to conceal the firſt receipts from 


„ public curioſity, by receiving bonds for the amount, or poſſibly 


«« acted without any ſtudied deſign which his memory could at that 
e diſtance of time verify; and that he could have concealed them 


” from their eye, and that, of the public, for ever.” That the 


diſcovery, as far as it goes, eftabliſhes the guilt of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in taking money againſt law, but does not warrant a 
concluſion, that he has diſcovered all that he may have taken. 
That, on the contrary, ſuch diſcovery not being made in proper 


time, and when made, being imperfect, perplexed, and wholly _ 
unſatisfactory, leads to a juſt and reaſonable preſumption, that 
other facts of the ſame nature have been concealed, ſince thoſe 


which he has confeſſed might have been for ever; and that this 
poun confeſſion was either extorted from the {aid Warren Haſtings 


y the dread of detection, or made with a view of removing ſuſ- 


picion, and preventing any farther inquiry into his conduct. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in a letter to the Court of Di- 


rectors, dated the 21ſt of February, 1784, has confeſſed his having 
privately received another ſum of money, the amount of which he 


has nor declared, but which, from the application he ſays he has 
made of it, could not be leſs than thirty-four thouſand pounds 
ſterling.— That he has not informed the Directors from whom he 


received this money, at what time, nor on what account; but, on 
the contrary, has attempted to juſtify the receipt of it, which was 


illegal, by the application of it, which was unauthoriſed and un- 
warrantable, and which, if admitted as a reaſon for receiving mo- 
ney privately, would conſtitute a. precedent of the moſt dangerous 
nature to the Company's ſervice.— That in attempting to juſtify 
the receipt and application of the ſaid money, he has endeavoured 
to eſtabliſh principles of conduct in a governor, which tend to ſub- 
vert all order and regularity in the conduct of public buſineſs, to 


encourage 


eg Wl. - 
encourage and facilitate fraud and corruption in all offices of pecu- 


niary truſt, and to defeat all inquiry into the miſconduR of any 
| perſon in whom pecuniary truſt is repoſed.— That the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, in his letter above mentioned, has made a declaration to 


the Court of Directors in the following terms: Having bad 

« .occafion to diſburſe frem my own caſh many ſums, which, 
„though required to enable me to execute the duties of my 
« ſtation, I have hitherto omitted to enter in my public accounts, 
„ and my own fortune 3 unequal to ſo heavy a charge, I have 
cc reſolved to reimburſe myſelf in a mode the moſt ſuitable to the 
e ſituation of your affairs, by charging the ſame in my Durbar ac- 
*« counts of the preſent year, and crediting them by a ſum privately 
received, and appropriated to your ſervice in the ſame manner 
* ith other ſums received on account of the honourable Company, 
« and already carried to their account.” — That, at the time of 
writing this letter, the ſaid Warren Haſtings had been in poſſeſſion 

of the government of Fort William about twelve years, with a clear 
ſalary, or avowed emoluments, at no time leſs than 25,0001. 
ſterling a year, excluſive of which, all the principal expences of 
his reſidence were paid for by the Company.—That if the ſervices 
mentioned by him were required to enable him to execute the 

duties of his ſtation, he ought not to have omitted to enter them 
in his public accounts, at the times when the expences were in- 
curred. That if it was true, as he affirms, that when he firſt en- 
gaged in theſe expences, he had no intention to carry them to the 
account of the Company, there was no ſubſequent change in his 


ſituation which could juſtify his departing from that intention... 


That if his own fortune, in the year 1784, was unequal to fo 
heavy a charge, the ſtate of his fortune, at any earlier period, muſt 
have been ſtill more unequal to ſo heavy a charge. That the fact 
ſo aſſerted by the ſaid Warren Haftings leads directly to an infe- 
_ rence palpably falſe and abſurd, viz. That the longer a Governor 
General holds that lucrative office, the poorer he muſt become. 
That neither would the aſſertion, if it were true, nor the in- 


ference, if it were admitted, juſtify the conduct avowed by the ſaid Py 


Warren Haſtings, in reſolving to reimburſe himſelf out of the 
Company's property without their conſent or knowledge. That 
. the account tranſmitted in this letter is ſtiled by himſelf an aggre- 
gate of a contingent account of twelve years.—That all contingent 
accounts ſhoald be ſubmitted to thoſe who ought to have an oficial | 
control over them, at annual or other ſhorter 1 in order that 
the expence already incurred may be checked and examined, and 
ſimilar expences, if diſapproved of, may be prohibited in time: 
that after a very long period is elapſed, all check and control over 
ſuch expences is impracticable; and, if it were practicable in the 
preſent inſtance, would be completely uſeleſs, ſince the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, without waiting for the conſent of the Directors, did 
re/olve to reimburſe himſelf.— That the conduct of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in withholding theſe accounts for twelve years together, 
and then reſolving to reimburſe himſelf without the conſent of his 
employers, has been fraudulent in the firft inſtance, and, in the 


ſecond, amounts to a denial and mockery of the authority placed : , 


over 
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over him by law ; and that he has thereby ſet a dangerous example to 
his ſucceſſors, and to every man in truſt or office under him. That 


the mode in which he has reimburſed himſelf, is a crime of a much 
higher order, and greatly aggravates whatever was already criminal 


in the other parts of this tranſaction. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


in declaring that he ſhould reimburſe himſelf, by crediting the com- 
pany, by a ſum privately received, has acknowledged himſelf guilty of 
an illegal act, in receiving money privately.—That he has ſuppreſſed 


or withheld every particular which could throw any light on a con- 


duct ſo ſuſpicious in a governor, as the private receipt of money,— 
That the general confeſſion of the private receipt of a large ſum in 
groſs, in which no circumſtance of time, place, occaſion, or perſon, 
nor even the amount is ſpecified, tends to cover or protect any act 
of the ſame nature (as far as a general confeſſion can protect ſuch 
acts) which may be detected hereafter, and which, in fact, may 
not make part of the groſs ſum ſo confeſſed, and that it tends to 
8 and defeat all inquiry into ſuch practices. That the ſaid 
arren Haſtings, in ſtating to the Directors that he has reſolved to 
reimburſe himſelf in a mode the moſt ſuitable to the fituation of their 


Fairs, viz. by receiving money privately againſt law, has ſtated a 


| preſumption highly injurious to the integrity of the ſaid Directors; 
viz. that they will not object to, or even enquire into any extraordina- 


ry expences incurred and charged by their Governors in India, pro- 
vided ſuch expences are reimburſed by money privately and 1lle- 


gally received. —That he has not explained what that ſituation of 
their affairs was or could be, to which ſo dangerous and corrupt a 
principle was or {might be applied. —That no evidence has been 


produced to prove that it was true, nor any ground of argument 
ftated to ſhew that it might be credible, that any native of India 


had voluntarily and gratuitouſly given money privately to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, that is, without ſome proſpect of a benefit in 


return, or ſome dread of his reſentment, if he refuſed. — That it is 


not a thing to be believed, that any native would give large ſums 
Privately to a governor, which he refuſed to give or lend publicly 
to Government, unleſs it were to derive ſome adequate ſecret ad- 
vantage from the favour, or to avoid ſome miſchief from the enmity 
of ſuch Governor. —That the late confeſſions made by the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings, of money received againſt law, are no proof that he 


did not originally intend to appropriate the ſame to his own uſe, 


ſuch confeſſions having been made at a ſuſpicious moment, when, 


and not before, he was apprized of the inquiries commenced. in the 
Houſe of Commons, and when a dread of the conſequence of thoſe 
mquiries might act upon his mind; that ſuch t ky from the 
obſcure, intricate, and contradiftory manner in which they are 
made, imply guilt in the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as far as they go; 
that they do not furniſh any colour of reaſon to conclude that he 


has confeſſed all the money which he may have corruptly received; 
but that, on the contrary, they warrant a juft and reaſonable pre- 


ſumption, that in diſcovering ſome part of the bribes he had received, 
he hoped to lull ſuſpicion, and thereby conceal and ſecure the reſt. 


That the Court of Directors, when the former accounts of theſe 


tranſactions came before them, did ſhew an evident diſpoſition not 
; 8 | © 
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to cenſure the ſaid Warren Haſtings, but to give the moſt favour- 
able conſtruction to his conduct; that nevertheleſs they found 
themſelves obliged to confeſs that the ſtatement of thoſe tranſac- 
* tions appeared to them in many parts /o unintelligible, that they 


4 felt themſelves under the neceflity of calling on the Governor 5 | 


«© General for an explanation, agreeably to his promiſe voluntarily 
«© made to them.” 1 8 
That their letter containing this requiſition, was received in Bengal 
in the month of Auguſt 1784, and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
not embark for England until the 2d of February 1785, but made 
no reply to that letter before his departure, owing, as he has fince 
ſaid, to a variety of other more important occupations :==That, under 
pretence of ſuch occupations, he neglected to tranſmit to the Court 
of Directors a copy of a paper, which, he ſays, contained the only 
account he ever kept of the tranſaction. That ſuch a paper, or a 
copy of it, might have been tranſmitted, without interrupting 
other important occupations, if any could be more important than 
that of giving a clear and ſatisfactory anſwer to the requiſition of 
the Directors. That ſince his arrival in England, he has written 
a letter to the Chairman of that Court, profeſſedly in anſwer to 
their letter above mentioned, but in fact giving no explanation or 
ſatisfaction whatſoever on the points which they had declared to be 
unintelligible. That the terms of his letter are ambiguons and 
obſcure, ſuch as a guilty man might have recourſe to, in order to 
cover his guilt, but ſuch as no innocent man, from whom nothing 
was required but to clear his innocence, by giving plain anſwers to 
plain queſtions, could poſſibly have made uſe of. That in his let- 
ter of the 11th of July 1785, he ſays, That he has been kindly 
«« apprized that the information required as above wat yet expected 
fem bim: That the ſubmiſſion, which his reſpe& would have 
* enjoined him to pay to the command impoſed on him, was 1% 
6 t6 his recollection; perhaps from the ſtronger impreſſion which the 
« firſt and diſtant peruſal of it had left on his mind, that it was 
«© rather intended as a reprehenſion for ſomething which had given 
s offence in his report of the original tranſaction, than as expreſſive 
& of any want of a farther elucidation of it?? : 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in affecting to doubt whether the 
information expreſsly required of him by his employers, was ex- 
d or not, 73 endeavoured to juſtify a criminal delay and eva- 
ion in giving it. That, conſidering the importance of the ſubject, 
and the recent date of the command, it is not poſſible that it could 
be loft to his recollection; much leſs is it poſſible that he could have 
underſtood the ſpecific demand of an anſwer to ſpecific queſtions to 
be intended only as a reprehenſion for a former offence, viz. the 
offence of withholding Tm the DireQors that very explanation 
which he ought to have given in the firſt inſtance. That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in his anſwer to the ſaid queſtions, cautiouſly 
| avoids affirming or denying any thing, in clear poſitive terms, and 
profefles to recollect nothing with abſolute certainty. That he has 
not, even now, informed the Directors of the name of any one 
"perſon from whom any part of the money in queſtion was received, 
nor what was the motive of any one pexſon for giving the ſame. 
"oY „ That 
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That he has, indeed, declared, that his motive for lending to che 
Company, or depoſiting in their treaſury, in his own name, money 
which he has, in other places, declared to be their property, was 


to avoid oſtentation, and that lending the money was the leaft liable 
Zo reflefion; yet, when he has ſtated theſe and other conjectural 


motives for his own conduct, he declares he will not affirm, though 


be is firmly perſuaded, that thoſe were his ſentiments on the occaſion. 
That of one thing only the ſaid Warren Haſtings, declares he is 


certain, via. That it was his defign originally to have concealed 
„the receipt of all the ſums, except the ſecond, even from the 


_ «© knowledge of the Court of Directors; but that when fortune threw 
% a ſum in his way of a magnitude which could not beconcealed, and 
% the peculiar delicacy of his fituation, at the time in which he 


received it, made him more circumſpect of appearances, he cheſe 


* to apprize his employers of it. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
informs. the Directors, that he had indorſed the bonds taken by 
him for money belonging to the Company, and lent by him to the 
Company, i order to guard againſt their becoming a claim on the Com- 


pany, as part of his eflate in the event of his death ; but he has not 


. affirmed, nor does it any where appear, that he has ſurrendered 
-- _ the ſaid bonds as he ought to have done. That the faid Warren 

Haſtings, in affirming that he had not time to anſwer the queſtions 

Put to . by the Directors while he was in Bengal—in not bringing 
with him to England the documents neceſſary to enable him to anſwer 
thoſe queſtions, or in pretending that he has not brought them in 
_ referring the Directors back again to Bengal for thoſe documents, 
and for any farther information on a ſubject on which he has 


— 4 them no information, and particularly in referring them 


to a perſon in Bengal for a paper, which he ſays contained 


the oxly account he ever kept of the tranſaction, while he himſelf 


profeſſes to doubt whether that paper be fill in being, whether it be 


zn the bands of that perſon, or whether that perſon can recolle2 any 


thing diſtindtly concerning i. has been guilty of groſs evaſions, and 
of 7 prevarication and deceit, as well as of contumacy ahd 
diſobedience to the lawful orders of the Court of Directors; 


and thereby confirmed all the former evidence of his having con- 


ſtantly uſed the influence of his ſtation for the moſt ſcandalous, 
illegal, and corrupt purpoſes. | | | 
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77 AT Warren Haſting, by his agent, Lauchlin Macleane, 
Eſq ; on the 10th of October, in the year 1776, figniſied to 
« the Court of Directors, his defire to reſign his office of Governor 
« General of Bengal, and requeſted their nomination of a ſuc- 
« ceflor to the vacancy, which would be thereby occafioned 
“ in the Supreme Council :** the Court of Directors did there- 
upon deſire the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane “ to inform them of the 
authority under which he acted in a point of ſuch very great 
« importance; and the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, ** fignifying- 
„ thereupon his readineſs to give the Court every poſlible ſatis- 
faction on that ſubject, but the powers with which he was en- 
“ truſted by the papers in his cuſtody, being mixed with other 
« matters of a nature extremely confidential, he would ſubmit 
e the ſame to the inſpection of any three of the members of the 
« Court: the ſaid Court of Directors empowered the Chairman, 
Deputy Chairman, and Richard Beecher, Eſq; to inſpect the 
: Fes ax Sa wers, and directions, with which Mr. Macleand | 
was furniſhed by Mr. Haſtings, to make the propoſitions con- 
_ tained in his letter of the 1oth of October 1776, and te report 
their opinion thereon. And the ſaid Committee did accordingly 
on the 23d of the ſaid month, report That, having conferre 
„ with Mr. Macleane on the ſubject of his letter preſented to the 
« Court the 11th inſtant, they found, thar, fromthe purport of Mr. 
« Haſtings's inſtructions, contained in a paper in his own hand- 
„ writing, given to Mr. Macleane, and produced by him to them, 
„ Mr. Haſtings declared, he would not continue in the govern- 
s ment of Bengal, unleſs certain conditions, therein ſpecified, 
„ could be obtained, of which they ſaw no probability; an 
„Mr. George Vanſittart had declared to them, that he was pre- 
& ſent when theſe inſtructions were given to Mr. Macleane, and 
„% when Mr. Haſtings empowered Mr. Macleane, to declare his 
& refignation to the ſaid Court; that Mr. Stewart had likewiſe 
„ confirmed to them, that Mr. Haſtings declared to him, that he 
e had given directions to the above purpoſe by Mr. Macleane.“ 
And the Court of Directors, having received from the ſaid re- 
ort, due ſatisfaction reſpecting the authority, veſted in the ſaid 
auchlin Macleane, to propoſe the ſaid reſignation, of the office 
of Governor General 4 Bengal, did unanimouſly reſolve to ac- 
cept the ſame ; and did alſo, under powers veſted in the ſaid Court, 
by the act of the 13th year of His preſent Majeſty, ** nominate 
„and appoint, Edward Wheler, Eſq; to ſucceed to the office 
L in the — of Fort William, in Bengal, which will become 
“ vacant by the ſaid reſignation, if ſuch nomination ſhall be ap- 
„ proved by his gr vary 3 „ which nomination and appointment, 
was afterwards in due form approved and confirmed by his Ma- 
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That the Court of Directors did, by a poſtſeript to their gene- 
ral letter, dated 25th October 1776, acquaint, the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council at Calcutta, of their 2 of the ſaid re- 
ſignation; of their appointment of Edward Wheler, Eſq; to fill 
the ſaid vacancy, and of his Majeſty's approbation of the ſaid ap- 
pointment, together with the grounds of their ſaid proceedings; 
and did tranſtnit to the ſaid Governor General and Council, copies 
of the ſaid inſtruments, of appointment and confirmation. 
That the ſaid diſpatches fromthe Court of Directors, were receiv- 
ed at Calcutta, and were read in Council on the 19th day of June, 
in the year 1777 ; and that Warren Haſtings, Eſq; having taken 
no ſteps to yield the government to his ſucceſſor, General Claver- 
ing, and having obſerved a profound filence on the n 
of the ſaid diſpatches, he the ſaid General Clavering did, 
on the next day, being the zoth of June, by a letter addreſſed 
to the ſaid Warren. Haſtings, require him to ſurrender the 
keys of Fort William, and of the Company's treaſuries: but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did poſitively refuſe to comply with 
the ſaid requiſition, ** denying that his office was vacated, and 
« declaritig his reſolution, to aſſert and maintain his authority by 
% every legal means.“ | 
That the ſaid General Clavering, conceiving that the office of 
Governor General was vacated, by the arrival of the ſaid diſ- 
patches, which acquainted the Council General of the fefignation 
of the ſaid Warren, Haſtings, and the appointment of the ſaid 
222 Wheler, Eſq; and that he, the ſaid General Clavering, 
zad, in conſequence thereof, legally ſucceeded, under the pro- 
viſion of the act of the 13th year of His preſent Majeſty's reign, 
to the ſaid office of Governor General become vacant in the man- 
ner aforeſaid; did, in virtue thereof, iſſue, in his own name, 
- ſummonſes 40 Richard Barrel, Eſq; and Philip Francis; Eſq; 
members of the Council, to attend the fame ; and in the pre- 
ſence of the ſaid Philip Francis, Eſq; who obeyed the ſaid 
ſummons, did take the oaths as Governor General, and did 
fit and preſide in Council as Governor General, and prepared ſe- 
veral acts and teſolutions in the ſaid capacity of Governor Gene- 
ral; and did, amongſt other things, prepare a proclamation to be 
made of his ſaid ſucceſſion to the government, and of its com- 
mencing from the date of the ſaid proclamation ; but did not carry 
any of the acts or reſolutions ſo prepared into execution. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, notwithſtanding thereof, 
and in purſuance of his reſolution, to aſſert and maintain his au- 
thority, illegally and rr ſummon the Council to mect 
in another department, and did fit and preſide therein, apart from 
the ſaid General Clavering and his Council; and in conjunction 
with Richard Barwell, Eſq; who concurred therein, ſued ſun- 
dry orders, and did ſundry acts of government belonging to the 
office of Governor General; and, , amongſt others, did order 
ſeveral letters to be written in the name of the Governor 
General and Council, and did ſubſeribe the ſame, to the Com- 
mandment of the Garriſon of Fort William; and to the com- 
manding Ofltcer at Barrackpore; and to the as 
N | ViIncers 


- 


_ whichw 


e ſaid Warren Ha 
re contrary both to law and to goad faith, conſtitute a 
double government, thereby deſtroying and annihilating all go- 
vernment | whatever; and, by his ſaid orders to the military 


That t 


officers, did prepare for open reſiſtance by arms, expoſing thereby 


the ſettlement and all the inhabitants, ſubjects of, or dependent 


on, the Britiſh Government, whether native or European, 


not only to political diſtractions, but to the horrors of civil war; 


and did, by expoſing the diviſions and weakneſs of the Supreme 


Government, and thereby. looſening the obedience of - the pro- 

vinces, ſhake the whole foundation of Britiſh authority, and immi- 

nently endanger the exiſtence of the Britiſh nation in India. 
That the ſaid evils were averted only by the moderation of the 


to a reference, and ſubmitting to the deciſion of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, although they entertained no doubts 


themſelves on the legality. of their proceedings, and the validity of 
General Clavering's inſtant right to the chair; and although they | 
were not in any way bound by law to conſult the ſaid Judges, who 


had no legal or judicial authority therein, in virtue of their 
offices, or as a Court of Juſtice; but were conſulted, and inter- 
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Officers at the other ſtations ; and alſo to the Provincial Councils, 

and Collectors in the provinces ; enjoining them ſeverally “ to | 
+ obey no orders, excepting ſuch as ſhould be ſigned by the ſaid 
66 That th Haſtings, or a - ja af his Council,??_ iD he 


ngs-did, by the ſaid proceedings, 


ſaid General Clavering, and Philip Francis, * in conſenting 
the 


poſed their advice only as individuals, by the voluntary reference. 


by his declaration, entered in minutes of Council, “ that it was 
“his determination to abide by the opinion of the Judges, and 
by the meaſures he had previouſly taken as aforeſaid, to enforce 
the ſame by arms, did rifque all the dangerous conſequences 


tender of the public intereſts, and leſs tenacious of their own 
rights, and had perſiſted in their claim, as they were by. law 
{titled to do, the extra- judicial interpoſition of the Judges not- 
withſtanding; and from which claim they receded only from their 
deſire to preſerve the peace of the ſettlement, and to prevent the 


miſchiefs which the illegal refiſtance of the ſaid Warren Haſtinga 


would otherwiſe infallibly have occafioned, 


That after the ſaid Judges had delivered their opinion,“ That 
Lethe place and office of Governor General of his Preſidency, 


„had not yet been vacated by Warren Haſtings, and that the actual 


+ aſſumption of the government, by the member of the Council, 


of the parties in the ſaid diſpute. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


above mentioned; which muſt have taken place, if the ſaid Ge: 
neral Clavering, and Philip Franeis, Eſq; had not been more 


„next in ſucceſſion to Mr. Haſtings, in conſequence of any de- 


© duction which could be made from the papers communicated 
% to them, would be abſolutely illegal.“ And after the ſaid Ge- 


neral.' Clavering, and Philip Francis, Eſq; had ſignified to the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings, by a letter dated the 21ſt of Judge % their 
é intention to acquieſce in the ſaid er of the Judges; and 


when the differences in the Supreme Council were by theſe means 
Fompoled,. and the. calamities conſequent | thereon were avoided; 
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„the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and Richard Barwell, Eſq; did once 


more endanger the public peace and ſecurity, by other illegal, 
unwarrantable, and unprovoked acts of violence; havin omit- 
ted to ſummon either the ſaid General Clavering, or the ſaid 
Philip Francis, Eſq; to Council ; and having in a Coyncil held 


thus privately and clandeſtinely, and contrary to law, on the 


22d day of June, come to the following reſolutions, viz. f 
_ & Reſolved, —That by the ſaid acts, orders, and declarations 


£ of Lieutenant-general John Clavering, recited in the 


„ foregoing papers [meaning the proceedings of General Claver- 


« ing, in his =: paces Council on the 2oth of June] he has ac- 
<« tually uſurped and aſſumed, and taken poſſeſſion of the place 
% and office of Governor General of the Prefidency of Fort Wil- 
« liam in Bengal, granted by the act of the 13th of His preſent 


66 1 to Warren Haſtings, Eſq; 


— 


„ Reſolved, —That Lieutenant-general John Clavering has 
« thereby relinquiſhed, reſigned, ſurrendered, and vacated, the 
« office of Senior Counſellor of Fort William in Bengal. 

- © Reſolved, —That Lieutenant-general John Clavering has 


4 thereby relinquiſhed, refigned, ſurrendered, and vacated, his 


e place of Commander in Chief of the Company's forces in India. 
4 Reſolved, —That Richard Barwell, Eſq; by virtue of the 


44 ſaid act of Parliament, and by the death of the Honourable 


« George Monſon, Eſq; is promoted to the office of Senior 
« Counſellor of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, in 
% conſequence of the ſaid relinquiſhment, reſignation, ſurrender, 
% and vacation of General Clavering. | 


„ Reſolved, —That the office of Commander in Chief of the 


«© Company's forces in India, by the relinquiſhment, . e e, 
« ſurrender, and vacation, of General Clavering, and by the death 
6 of the Honourable George Monſon, Eſq; does no longer exiſt. ' 
- 4 Refolved, —That, for the preſervation of the legality of our 
6 proceedings, Licutenant-general John Clavering” bs not in fu- 
„ ture ſummoned or admitted as a member of the Governor Ge- 
4% neral and Council.” . 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, Eſq; did 
again fit in Council the next day, being the 23d of June, with - 
out ſummoning. either General Clavering, or Philip Francis, Eſq; 
and did come to ſeveral other reſolutions, and make ſeveral or- 
ders, RE to law or juſtice, and inconſiſtent with the tranquil- 
ity and the ſecurity of the ſettlement ;; that is to ſay, they order- 
ed their ſecretary! © to notify to General Clavering that the 
« Board had declared his offices of Senior Counſellor and Com- 
“ mander in Chief to be vacant ; and to furniſh him with a copy 
of theſe proceedings, containing the grounds of the Board for 
6 the aforeſaid declaration.“ + . e 5 
And they ordered extracts of the ſaid proceedings * to be iſſued 
„in general orders, with letters to all the provincial Councils 
* and military ſtations, directing them to'publiſh the ſame in ge- 
6 neral orders :”” and they reſolved, © That all military returns 
* be made to the Governor General and Council, in their mili- 
„% tary department, until a Commander in Chief ſhall be appoint- 
5 ed by the Company.“ . 7 

. That 
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That on the * following, that is to ſay, on the 24th of June 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again omit to ſummon General Cla- 
vering to Council, and did again, together with Richard Barwell, 
Eſq; who concurred therein, adhere to and confirm the faid ule. 
gal reſolutions come to on the two former days, declaring 
that they could not be retracted but by the preſent authority 
6 the law, or by future orders from home; and aggravatin 
the guilt of the ſaid unjuſtifiable acts, by declaring, as the ſai 
Warren Haſtings did, „that they were not the precipitate effects 
$ of an inſtant and paſſionate impulſe, but the WN of long and 
$ moſt temperate deliberations, of inevitable neceſſity, of the 
« ſtrifteſt ſenſe of public duty, and of a conviction equal in its 
« jmpreflion on his mind to abſolute certainty.” 4: ab 
That the faid Warren Haſtings was the jeſs excuſable in this 
obſtinate adherence to his former unjuſt proceedings, as the ſaid 
declarations were made in anſwer to a motion made by Philip 
Francis, Eſq; for the reverſal of the ſaid proceedings, and to a 
minute be the ſaid motion; in which Mr. Francis ſet 
forth, in a clear and forcible manner, and in terms in which thy . 
Court of Directors have ſince declared their entire concurrence, 
both the extreme danger and the illegality and invalidity of the 
ſaid proceedings of Warren Haſtings and Richard Barwell, Eſq; 
concluding the ſaid minute by the following conciliatory deelara - 
tion: Ind, that this ſalutary motion may not be impeded b) 
4% any idea or ſuſpicion that General Clavering may do any ack 
% inconfiſtent with the acquieſcence which both he and I have 
% avowed in the decifion of the judges, I will undertake to any 
„ ſwer for him in this reſpect ; or that, if he thould depart from 
«© the true ſpirit and meaning of that acquieſcence, I will not be a 
6 party with him in ſuch proceedings,” 92 | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings could not plead ignorance of the 
law in excuſe for the ſaid illegal acts, as it appears, from the pro- 
ceedings of the four preceding days, that he was well acquainted 
with the tenure by which the members of the Council held their 
offices under the act of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty, and had 
ſtated the ſame as a ground for retaining his own office, contrary 
to an expreſs declaratation of the Court of Directors, and an in- 
ſtrument under the ſign manual of His Majeſty : and the Judges 
| bf the Supreme Court, in their reaſons for their deciſion in bas 
favour, had ſtated the proviſions in the ſaid act, fo far as they 
felated to the matter in diſpute ; from which it appeared, that 
there were but four grounds on which the office of any member 
of the Council could be vacated; namely, death, removal, re- 
$2znation,” or promotion. And as the act confined the power of 
removnl to His Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, upon repre- 
«- ſentation made by the Court of Directors of the ſaid United 
„Company for the time being ;*” and conferred no ſuch power 
on the Governar General, or a majority of the Council, to re- 
move, on any ground, or for any cauſe whatever, one of their: 
colleagues; ſo, granting the claim of General Clavering to the 
chair, and his acts done in furtherance thereof, to have been il- 


eu ee i v Tp raf af nt url 


the 


— 


e reſt of the Council any ground to remove him from his office 

; Counſellor, under the provifions of the ſaid act; and there 
could therefore remain only his re/ignation or promotion, as a poſ- 
fible means of vacating his ſaid office. But with regard to the 
tion of General Clavering to the office of Governor Gene- 
ral, although he claimed it himſelf, yet, as Mr. Haſtings did 
not admit it, and as, in fact, it was even receded from by General 
Clavering, it could not be conſidered, at leaſt by Mr. Haſtings, 


as a valid ground for vacating his office of Senior Counſellor, ſince 


the act requires for that pupoſe, not a rejected claim, but an 
actual and effectual promotion; and General Clavering's office of 
' Counſellor could no more be vacated by ſuch a naked claim, unſup- 
ported and diſallowed, than the ſeat of a member of the Houſe of 


Commons could be vacated, and a new writ ifſued to ſupply the 


vacancy, by his claim to the office of ſteward to the Chiltern 


Hundreds, when His Majeſty has refuſed to appoint him to the 


ſaid office. And with regard to reſignation, although the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, as a colour to his illegal reſolutions, had affe&t. 


Aly introduced the word ** reſigned,” amongſt thoſe of . relin« 
© quiſhed, ſurrendered, and vacated,” yet he well knew that 
General Clavering had made no effer nor declaration of his reſig- 
nation of his offices of Senior Counſellor and Commander in 


Chief; and that he did not claim the office of Governor General 


on the ground of any ſuch reſignation made by himſelf, but on 


the e of a reſignation made by the ſaid Warren — 


which reſignation the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not admit; and the 
uſe of the term reſgned, on that occaſion, was therefore a manifeſt, 


and wilful miſconſtruction and miſapplication of the words of the act 


of His preſent Majeſty. And ſuch miſinterpretation and falſe exten- 
fion of the term of reſignation was the more indecent in the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings, as he was at the ſame moment diſavowing and refuſ- 


ing to give effect to his own clear and expreſs reſignation, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the word, as uſed in the ſaid act, 


made by his agent, duly authorized and inſtructed by himſelf ſa. - 


to do, to an authority competent to receive and accept the ſame. 
That although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did afterwards recede 
from the ſaid illegal meaſures, in compliance with the opinion and 


advice of the judges again interpoſed, and did thereby avoid the 
guilt of ſuch farther acts, and the blame of ſuch farther evils, as - 
muſt have been conſequent on a perfiſtance therein; yet he was, 


nevertheleſs, ſtill guilty of the illegal acts above deſcribed ; and 
the ſame are great crimes and miſdemeanors, | ky 


That, although the judges did decide that the office of Gover- 


nor General, held by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was not ip/o fads, 


and zuftanter, vacated by the arrival of the ſaid diſpatches and do- 
cuments, tranſmitted by the Court of Directors; and did conſider 
the ſaid conſequences of the refignation as awaiting fome future 
act or event for its complete and effectual operation; yet the ſaid 


Judges did not declare any opinion on the ultimate invalidity of 


the ſaid acts of Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; as not being binding on 
his principal, Warren Haſtings, Eſq; nor did they declare any 


opinion, that the obligation of the ſaid reſignation was not Som 
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the beginning concluſive and effectual, although its operation was, 
from — of the caſe, on account of the diftance between 
England and India, to take place only in future; or that the ſaid 
reſignation made by Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; was only an offer 
or propoſal of a zeſignation to be made at fome future and inde- 
finite period, or a mere intimation of the deſire of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq; to refign at ſome future and indefinite period; and 
that the ſaid reſignation, notwithſtanding the acceptance thereof 

the Court of Directors, and the regular appointment and con- 
firmation of a ſucceſſor, was ſtill to remain optional in the faid 
Warren Haſtings, to be ratified or departed from at his future 
choice or pleature-: nor did the ſaid judges pronounce, nor do 
any of their reaſonings which accompanied their decifion tend to 
eſtabliſh it as their opinion, that even the time for ratifying and 
completing the ſaid tranſaction was to be at the ſole diſcretion of 
che {aid Warren Haſtings ; but they only delivered their opinion, 
as aforeſaid, that his ſaid office has not yer been vacated, and 
0 (therefore) that the a&fzal aſſumption to the Government by the 
„ member of the Council next in ſuccefſion was (in the actual 
« circumſtances, and rebus fic flantibus) illegal.“ $6785 4 WY* 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings does no where himſelf contend; 
that the ſaid reſignation was not abſolute, but optional, accords 
ing to the true meaning and underſtanding of the parties in Eng- 
land, and ſo far as the acts of Lauchlin 7 Eſq; and the 
Court of Directors, were binding on him; but, on the contraryy 
he grounds his refuſal to complete the ſame, not on any interpre 
tation of the words in which the ſaid refignation, and the other 
inſtruments aforeſaid, were conceived, but rather on a diſavowal 
(not direct indeed, but implied) of his ſaid agent, and of th 
powers under which the ſaid agent had claimed to act in his bes 
alf. Neither did the faid Warren Haſtings ground his ſaid re- 
fuſal-on any objection to the particular day, or period, or cir- 


cumſtances, in which the requifition of General Clavering was 


made; nor accompany the ſaid refuſal with any qualification in 
that reſpect, or with any intimation that he would at any future 
or more convenient ſeaſon, comply with the fame ; although ſuch 
an intimation might probably have induced General Clavering to 
wave an inſtant and immediate claim to the chair, and might, 
therefore, have prevented the diſtractions: which happened, and 
the greater evils which impended, in conſequence of the ſaid 
claim of General 8 and the ſaid refuſal of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the contra - 
ry, expreſs his ſaid refuſal in ſuch general and unqualified terms, 
as intimated an intention to refiſt abſolutely and altogether, both 
then and at any future time, the ſaid requiſition of General Cla- 
vering. And the ſubſequent proceedings of the faid Warren 
Haſtings do all concur in proving that ſuch was his intention 2 
for he did afterwards, in „ to the advice of the judges, 
move a reſolution in Council, . Thar all parties be * in the 
% ſame ſituation in which they ſtood before the receipt of the laſt 
„ advices from England; reſerving and ſubmitting to a  decifion 
6 in England, the reſpective claims that each party „ 

| EEO . | „they 
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d they have a right to make, but not acting upon thoſe claims 
4 till ſuch deciſion ſhall arrive in Bengal; thereby elearly and 
explicitly r that it was not his intention to ſurrender the 

government until ſuch deciſion ſhould arrive in Bengal, which 
could not be expected in leſs time than a year and a half after the 
date of the ſaid reſolution; and thereby clearly and explicitly 
the preſent. And the ſaid intention was manifeſted, if poſſible, ſtill 
more directly and expreſsly, in a letter written by the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated the 15th of Auguſt 


1777, being almoſt two months after the receipt of the ſaid diſ- 
patches; in which the ſaid Warren Haſtings declares, that “ he 
« did not hold himſclf bound by the notification made by Mr. 
« Macleane, nor by any of the acts conſequent of it. 

That, ſuch appearing to have been the intention of the ſaid 
Warren Hallings, General Clavering was juſtified in immediately 
aſſuming the Government, without waiting for any future act of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the actual ſurrender of the ſaid Go- 
vernment, none ſuch being likely to happen; and Philip Francis, 


Eſq; was juſtified in ſupporting General Clavering in the ſame; 
on the ſoundeſt principles of juſtice, and on a maxim received in 


courts of equity, namely, That no one ſhall avail himſelf of his 
own wrong; and that, if any one refuſe or neglect to perform 
that which he is bound to do, the rights of others ſhall not be 


Ne thereby, but ſuch acts ſhall be deemed and reputed to 


ave been actually performed, and all the conſequences ſhall be 
enforced, which would have followed from ſuch actual perform- 
ance ; and therefore the reſolutions moved and voted in Council 


. the ſaid Warren Haſtings, declaring the offices of General 


Clavering to be vacant, were not only illegal, in as much as the 
aid Warren Haſtings had no authority to warrant ſuch a decla- 
ration, even on the ſuppoſition of the acts of General Clavering 


being contrary to law; but the ſaid reſolutions were farther ' 


highly culpable and criminal, in as much as the ſaid acts done by 
General Clavering, which were made the pretence of that pro- 
ceeding, were ſtrictly regular and legal. 

_ That the refuſal of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to ratify the ſaid 
refignation, and his diſayowal of the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, 
his agent, is not juſtified by any thing contained in his ſaid letter 
to the Court of Directors, dated on the 15th of Auguſt, 1777» 


the ſaid Warren Hehings no where directly and poſitively aſſerting 
d 


that the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane was not his agent, and had not 
both ſull and general powers, and even particular inſtrudions, 
for this very ag e the ſaid Warren Haſtings uſes many 


indirect and circuitous, 


and fidelity. And the ſaid letter does farther admit, in effect, the 


inſtructions produced by the ſaid Lauchlin Macleane, Eſq; 


confirmed by Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. Stewart, and relied on 


and 


declaring, that he did not eonfider his reſignation as binding for 


ut inſufficient and inapplicable inſinua - 
tions to that effect. And the ſaid letter does, on the contrary, 
contain a clear and expreſs avowal that the ſaid Lauchlin Mac- 
leane was his confidential agent, and that in that capacity he 
acted throughout, and particularly in this ſpecial matter, with zeal 


a YO I — «ugg 


and confided in by the Court of Directors, by which: the, feld 
Lauchlin Macleane appeared to be ſpecially empowered to de- 
clare the ſaid reſignation; the words of the ſaid inſtruction be- 


as follows :- * That-he (Mr. Haſtings) will not continue in the 


in 
« — of Bengal, unleſs certain conditions therein ſpeci- 
„ fied can be obtained: and the words of the ſaid letter being 
as follows: What I myſelf know with certainty, or can re- 
collect at this diſtance of time, concerning the powers and ing 
„ {truMons which were given to Meſſrs. Mackleane and Gra- 
„ ham, when they undertook to be my agents in England, I will - 
« circumſtantially relate. eee Fon ED e 
4 IJ am in poſſeſſion of two papers which were preſented to 
* thoſe gentlemen at the time olds departure from Bengal ; 
one of which compriſes four ſhort propotitions, 4vh:th I required 
4% gs the conditions of my * confirmed in this Government. 
And although the ſaid Warren Haſtings does here artfully 
ſomewhat change the words of his written inſtructions: (and 
which, having in his poſſeſſion, he might as eaſily have given 
verbatim) to other words which may appear leſs explicit, yet 
they are, in fact, capable of only the ſame meaning; for as, at 
the time of giving the ſaid inſtructions to his agents, he was in 
full poſſeſſion of his office, he could want no confirmation therein, 
except his own ; and, in ſuch circumſtances, ** to require certain 
„things, as the condition of his being confirmed in his Government,” 
is tantamount to a declaration, that he will not continue in his 
„ Government unleſs thoſe conditions can be obtained. And the ſaid 
attempt at prevarication can ſerve. its author the leſs, as either 
both ſentences have one and the ſame meaning or if their meaning 
be different, the original inſtructions, in his own hand writing, or 
in other words, the thing itſelf, muſt be preferred as evidence of 
its contents, to a looſe ſtatement of its purport, founded perhaps 
on a looſe recollection of it at à great diſtance of time. 
| That the ſaid refuſal of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; was a breach 
of faith with the Court of Directors and His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters in England, as the ſaid reſignation was not merely a volun- 
tary offer, without any conſideration, and therefore ſubject to be 
recalled or retracted at the pleaſure of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
but ought rather to be conſidered as having been the reſult of 
a negotiation carried on between Mr. Macleane, for the benefit of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq; on the one hand, and by the Court of 
Directors, for the intereſts of the Company, on the other : which 
view of the tranſaction will appear the more probable, when it is 
_ confidered that, at the time of the ſaid reugnation, a ftria en- 
qua had been carrying on by the Court of Directors, into the con- 
uct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the Solicitor and Counſel to 
the Cqmpany, and other eminent Counſel, had given it as their opi · 
nions, on caſes ſtated to them, that there were grounds for ſuing 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings in the courts of law ad equity, and that 
the Company would be entitled to recover in the ſaid ſuits againſt 
Warren Halings, Eſq; ſeveral very large ſums of money, taken 
by him in his office of Governor General, contrary to law, and 
in breach of his covenants, and 7 his duty to the * 
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various ſevere reſolutions of cenſure againſt the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and, * P others, to a reſolution to recal the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and remove him from his office of Governor 
General, to anſwer for ſundry great crimes and delinquencies by 
him committed in his ſaid office. | | 
And, on theſe accounts, it appears probable, that the ſaid re- 
Agnation was tendered and accepted, as a confideration for ſome 
beneficial conceſſions made in conſequence thereof to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in his ſaid dangerous and deſperate condition. 

And the ſaid refuſal was alſo an act of great diſreſpect to the 
Court of Directors, and to His Majeſty; and by rendering abor- 
tive their ſaid meaſures, ſolemnly and deliberately taken, and ra- 
tiſied and confirmed by his Majeſty, tended to bring the au- 
thority of the Court of Directors, and of His Majeſty into con- 
tempt. | ; 

And the ſaid refuſal was an injury to General Claverin 

And was alſo, or might have be 
' Wheler, Eſq. | BY 4 

And was an a@ of fignal treachery to Lauchlin Macleane, 
 Efq; as alſo to Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. Stewart, whoſe honours 
and veracity were thereby brought into queſhon, doubt, and 
ſuſpicion. | | | 

And the faid refuſal was prejudicial to the affairs of the ſer 


1 - 


vants of the Company in India, by ſhaking the confidence to be 


| 18 in their agents by thoſe perſons with whom it might be 
r their intereſts to negotiate on any matter of importance, and 


by thus ſubjecting the communication of perſons abroad with 


thoſe at home to difficulties not known before. 


| No. X. 


and the Public; and the Court of Directors had afſo come to 


en, a great injury to Edward 


i 


No. X, 


\ 
— 


N HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the year 1777, did 
rant to the Surgeon General a contract for three years, for 
defraying every kind of hoſpital and medicinal expence—not onl; 
in breach of the general orders of the Court of Directors wit 
reſpect to the duration of contracts, but in direct oppoſition to 
a particular order of the Court of Directors, of the zoth of 
March 1774, When they directed, © that the Surgeon ſhould not 
„be permitted to enjoy any emolument arifing from his being 
« concerned in dieting the patients; and that the occupations of 
« Surgeon and Contractor ſhould be forthwith ſeparated.”* That 
the ſaid contract was in itſelf highly improper, and inconſiſtent 
with the good of the ſervice ; as it afforded the greateſt tempta- 
tion to abuſe, and eſtabliſhed a pecuniary intereſt in the Surgeon 
General, contrary to the duties of his ſtation and profeſſion, 


/ 
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FT HAT the Governor General and Council at Fort William | 


did, on the motion and recommendation of Warren Haf- 
tings, Eſq; enter into a contract with Archibald Frazer, Eſq; on 
the.16th of April 1778, for the repairs of the pools and banks in 
the province of Burdwan, for two years, at the rate of 120,000 
Sicca rupees for the firſt, year, and 80,000 rupees for the ſecond 
4 That on the 19th of December 1778, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did farther perſuade the Supreme Council to prolong the term of 


© the above contract with Archibald Frazer for the ſpace of 


| three years more, on the fame conditions; namely, the Payment 
of 80, ooo Sicca rupees from each year. To which was Added, a 
permiſſion to Mr. Frazer to make dobunds, or ſpecial repairs, 


whenever he ſhould judge them neceſſary, at the charge of Go- 


vernment. 
That the ſaid contracts, both in the manner of their accept- 


ance by the Supreme Council, without having previouſly adver- 
tiſed for propoſals, and in the extent of their duration, were 
made in direct violation of the ſpecial orders of the Court of 
Directors. | Os | 

That fo far from any advantage having been obtained for the 
Company in the terms of theſe contracts, in conſideration of the 
length of time for which they 
Government upon this article was increaſed by theſe engagements 


to a very great amount. | 
That it appears that this contract had been held for ſome years 


before by the Rajah of Burdwan, at the rate of 25,000 rupecs 


r annum. | | 
That the ſuperintendant of Poolbundy repairs, after an accu- 
rate and diligent ſurvey of the Bunds and Pools, and the Pro- 
vincial Council of Burdwan, upon the beſt information they 
could procure, had delivered it as their opinion to the Governor 
General and Council, before the ſaid agreement was entered into, 


that after the heavy expence, (ſtated by Mr. Kinlock's eftimate, 


VIZ. 119,405 Sicca rupees,) if diſburſed as they recommended, 
the charge in future ſeaſons would be preatly reduced ; and after 
one thorough and effeftual repair, they conceived a ſmall annual 
expence nvould be ſufficient to keep the Bran up, and prevent their 
going to decay. | | 

That whatever extraordinary and unuſual damages the pools and 
bunds might have ſuſtained, either ffbm the negle& of the Rajah's 


- officers, or from the violence of the then late rains, and the tor- 


rents thereby occaſioned, to juſtify the expence of the firſt year, 
yet as they were all conſidered and included in the eſtimate for that 


| Fear, there could be no pretence for allowing and continuing ſo 


large 


were to continue, the expence of 


> mit 


eee yg 


large and burdenſome a payment as 80, ooo rupees per annum; 


for the four ſucceeding years. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the minutes of the 1 ft 


of February 1778, himſelf ſupport that opinion, in the com- 
pariſon te be made between Mr. Thomſon's propoſals of under- 


raking the ſame ſervice for 60,000 rupees a year, for nine years, 
and the terms of Mr. Frazer's contracts; preferring the latter, 
becauſe theſe were to effect a complete repair, which could 
<< hardly be concluded in one ſeaſon, and the ſubſequent ex- 
* pence would be but triſſing. E e 
J ee eee which, the ſaid Warren Haſtings urged and 
prevailed upon the Council to allow in the firſt year, the full 
amount propoſed by Mr. Kinlock, in his eſtimate of the neceſſary 
Tepairs, and did burden the Company with what he muſt have 
deemed to be for the greater part an unneceſſary expente of 
80,000 rupees per annum, for four years. e 


That the permiſfion granted to Mr. Frazer to make dobunds, or , 


new and additionalembankments in one of the old ones, whenever he 
mould judge them neceſſary, at the charge of Government, (the 


ſaid charge to be verified by the oath of the ſaid Frazer, without 
any voucher,) was a Þ mega very much to be ſuſpected, and very 
ed to a contractor, who had already c- 


improper to be entruſtec 
venanted to keep the old pools in perfect repair, and to conſtruct 
new ones wherever the old pools had been broken down and 
waſhed away, or where the courſe of the rivers might have ren- 


dered new ones neceſſary, in conſideration of the great ſums ſti- 


pulated to be paid to him by the Government, 


That the grant of the foregoing contracts, and the permiſſion 


afterwards annexed to the ſecond of the ſaid grants, become 


much more reprehenſible from a conſideration of the circum- 
ſtances of the perſon to whom ſuch a grant was made. 

That the due performance of the ſervice required local know- 
ledge and experience, which the faid Archibald Frazer, being 
an officer in the Supreme Court of Juſtice, could net have 


poſſeſſed. ; 


| No. XI I . 


HAT i appears that the opium produced in Bengal 
and Bahar 18 a conſiderable and lucrative: article in the Ex- 
rt trade of thoſe provinces ; that the whole produce has been 


for many years monopolized, either by individuals, or by the 


Government; that the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Com- 
| pany, in conſideration of the hardſhip impoſed on the native 
owners and cultivators of the lands, who were deprived of their 
do 


3 


natural right of dealing with many competitors, and compelled | 


% 
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to ſell the produce of their labour to a ſingle monopoliſt, did aus 


thorize the Governor General and Council to give up that com- 


modity as an article of commerce. 

That while the ſaid commodity continued to be a monopoly 
for the benefit of Government, and managed by a contractor, the 
contracts for providing it were ſubje& to the Company's fun- 
damental regulation, namely, to be put up to auction, and diſ- 


poſed of to the beſt bidder ; and that the Company particularly 
ordered, that the commodity, when provided, ſhould be con- 
figned to the Board of Trade, who were directed to diſpoſe 
thereof by public auction. 


That in May 1777, the ſaid Warren Haſtings granted to John 
Mackenzie a contract for the proviſion of opium, to continue 


three years, and without advertifing for propoſals; that this 


tranſaction was condemned by the Court of Directors, notwith- 
ſtanding a clauſe had been inſerted in that contract, by which it 


was left open to the Court of Directors to annul the ſame at the 


expiration of the firſt or ſecond year. is 
f That, about the end of the year 1780, the ſaid Warren Haſ- 


tings, in contradiction to the order abovementioned, did take 


Fyhatever, except that of 


away the ſale of the opium from the Board of Trade, though he 
diſclaimed, at the ſame time, any intention of implying a cenſure on 
their management. ; 


That, in March 1781, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did grant to 


Stephen Sulivan, ſon of Lawrence Sulivan, chairman of the 


Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company, a contract for the 
proviſion of opium, without advertiſing for propoſals, and without 


even receiving any written propoſals from him the ſaid Sulivan; 
that he granted this contract for four years, and, at the requeſt of 


the ſaid Sulivan, did omit that clauſe which was inſerted in the 


—— contract, and by which it was rendered liable to be 


etermined by orders from the Company; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
declaring, contrary to truth, that ſuch clauſe was now unneceſ- 
fary, as the Directors had approved the contract. 


That the ſaid Sulivan had been but a few months in Bengal 


when the above contract was given to him; that he was a ſtranger 
to the country, and to all the local, commerce thereof, and 


therefore unqualified for the management of ſuch a concern ; and 
that the ſaid Suliven, inſtead of executing the contract himſelf, 


did, ſhortly after obtaining the ſame, aſſign it over to John Benn 
and others; and, in confideration of ſuch aſſignment, did receive 


from the ſaid Benn a great ſum of money. 


That, from the re facts, as well as from ſundry other 
circumſtances of reſtrictions taken off, (particularly by aboliſhing 
the office of inſpeRor into the quality of the opium,) and of 
beneficial clauſes introduced, it appears that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings gave this contract to the ſaid Stephen Sulivan, in con- 
tradiction to the orders of the Court of Directors, and without 


any regard to the intereſts of the India Company, for the ſole 


urpoſe of creating an inſtant fortune for the ſaid Sulivan, at the 
ES of the India Company, without any claim of ſervice or 
pretence of merit on his 1 without any apparent motiye 
ecuring or rewarding the attachment 


7 and 
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and ſupport of his father, Laurence Sulivan, a perſon of great 
authority and influence in the direction of the Company's affairs, 


and notoriouſly attached to, and connected with the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings. 


That the ſaid Stephen Sulivan neither poſſeſſed, nor pretended 


to poſſeſs, any {kill in the bufineſs of his contract; that he ex- 


erted no induſtry, nor ſhewed, or could ſhew, any exactneſs in 


the performance of it; ſince he immediately ſold the contract 
for a ſum of money to another perſon (for the ſole purpoſe of 
which ſale, it muſt be preſumed, the ſame was given ;) by which 


ge another profit was to be made; and by that perſon the 
A 


me was again ſold to a third, by whom a third profit was to be 
made. | „ 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the very time when he en- 
gaged the Company in a contract for engroſſing the whole of the 
opium produced in Bengal and Bahar in the enſuing four years, 
on terms of ſuch exorbitant Jum to the contractor, affirmed, that 
e there was little proſpect of ſelling the opium in Bengal at a rea- 


<« ſonable price; and that ĩt was but natural to ſuppoſe that the price 


C of opium 4vould fall, from the demand being leſſened.” — That, in a 
letter 3 May 5, 1781, he informed the Directors, That, ow- 
“ ing to the indifferent ſtate of the markets laſt ſeaſon to the eaſt 
« ward, and the very enhanced rates of inſurance which the war had 
« occafioned, they had not been able to diſpoſe of the opium of 
„the preſent year to ſo great an advantage as they expected; and 
© that more = one half of it remanied ſtill in their ware- 
„ houſes.” —That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty of a 
manifeſt breach of truſt to his conſtituents and his employers, in 
monopolizing for their pretended uſe an article of commerce, 
for which he declared 20 purchaſers had offered, and that there qwas 
little proſpect of any offering ; and the price of ⁊ubich, he faid, it 
evas but natural to ſuppc# would fall, That the ſaid Warren Haſ- 
tings having, by his own act, loaded the Company with a commo- 
dity, for which, either in the ordinary and regular courſeof public 
auction, or even by private contract, there was, as he affirmed, no ſale, 
did, under pretence of finding a market for the ſame, engage 
the Company in an enterprize of great and certain expence, 
ſubje& to a manifeſt riſque, and full of diſgrace to the Eaſt- India 
Company; not only in their political character, as a great ſove- 
reign power in India ; but in their commercial character, as-an 
eminent and reſpectable body of mierchants ; and that the execu- 
tion of this enterprize was accompanied with ſundry other en- 
ements with other perſons ; in all of which the Company's 
intereſt was contontly ſacrificed to that of individuals favoured 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, | a | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings firſt. engaged in a ſcheme to ex- 
ort one thouſand four hundred and ſixty cheſts of opium, on the 
een account, on board a ſhip belonging to Cudbert Thorn- 
hill; half of which was to be diſpoſed of in a coaſting voyage, 
and the remainder in Canton.—That, beſides the freight and com- 
miſſion payable to the ſaid Thornhill, on this adventure, twelve 
pieces of cannon belonging to the Company were lent for arm- 


ing 
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ing the ſhip; though his original propoſal was, that the ſhip- 
thould be nn ” his n part of the x rx af 
ture depending for its ſucceis on a prudent and fortunate manages» 
ment of various ſales and re-ſales, in the courſe of a circuitous 
voyage; and being expoſed to ſuch riſque both of ſea and enemy, 
that all private traders had declined to be concerned in it; was 
particularly unfit for a great trading Company, and could not be 
undertaken on their account with any rational proſpect of advantage, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſoon after engaged in another 
ſcehme for exporting two thouſand cheſts of opium directly to Chi- 
na, on the Company's account, and tor that purpoſe accepted of an 
offer made by Henry Watſon, the Company's chief engineer, to 
convey the fame in a veſiel of his own, and to deliver it to the 
Company's ſupra cargo.— That, aſter the offer of the ſaid Henry 
Warten had been accepted, a letter from him was produced at 
the Board, in which he declared, that he was unable to equip 
the ſhip with a proper number of cannon, and requeſied that he 
might be furniſhed with thirty-fix guns from the Company's 
| ores at Madraſs; with which requeſt the Board complied. — 
That it appears that George Williamſon, the Company's auc+ 
tioneer at Calcutta, having complained that, by this mode of ex- 
rting the opium, which uſed to be ſold by public auction, he 
fon his commiſſion as auctioneer, the Board allowed him to draw 
a commiſhon of one per cent. on all the opium which had been 
or was to be exported.— That it appears that the contractor for 
opium (whoſe proper duties and emoluments, as contractor, ended 
with the delivery of the opium) was alſo allowed to draw a com- 
oy on the opium then ſhipping on the Company's account; 
ut for what reaſon, or on what pretence, does not appear. | 
- , That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to pay the ſaid Ste- 
phen Sulivan in advance for the opium furnig td, or to be furs 
niſhed, by him in the firſt year of his contract, did borrow the 
ſym of twenty lacks of rupees, at eight per cent. or 200, oool, 
ſterling, to be repaid by drafts to be drawn on the Company by 
their ſupra cargoes in China, provided the opium conſigned ta 
them ſhould arrive fate ; but that it the adventure failed, whether 
by the loſs of the ſhips or otherwiſe, the ſubſcribers to the above 
loan were to þe 1 their capital and intereſt out of the Com- 
pany's treaſure in Bengal. | MBs ii | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in this manner purs+ 
chaſed a commodity, for which he ſaid there was no ſale, and 
aid for it with money which he was obliged tq borrow at a high 
intereſt, was ſtill more criminal in his attempt, or pretended plan, 
to introduce it clandeſtinely into China. That the importation of 
opium into China is forbidden by the Chineſe Government: 
tnat the opium, on ſeizure, is burnt; the veſſel that imports it, 
3 ; and the Chineſe, in whoſe poſſeſſion it may be found 
tor ſale, puniſhed with death. | 
That the Governor General and Council were well aware of 
the exiſtence of theſe prohibitions and penalties ; and did there» - 
fore inform the ſupra cargoes in China, that the ſhip belonging 
to the ſaid Henry Watſon, would enter the river at China as — 
3 l . | | armed 


* 


* U rn 
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armed ſhip, and would not be reported ds bearing a cargo of opium 

that being a contraband trade.—That of the above two ſhips, the 

firſt, be often to Cudbert Thornhill, was taken by the French 
e ſe 


and that t cond, 228 China, did occafion much em- 
barraſſment and diſtreſs to the Company's ſupra cargoes there, who 
had not been previouſly conſulted on the formation of the plant, 


and were expoſed to great difficulty and hazard in the execution 


of their part of it. That the ſhip was delayed, at a demurrage 
of an hundred dellars a day, for upwards of three months, wait- 
ing in vain for a better market. The factory eſtimate the 1% 


to the Company, including port charges, demurrage, and factory 


charges allowed the Captain, at ſixty-nine thouſand nine hun- 
dro and ninty-three dollars, or about twenty: thouſand pounds 

terling / 
That the Company's factory at China, after ſtating the fore - 
going facts to the Court of Directors, conclude with the follow- 


ing general obſervation thereon : On a review of theſe cir- 


„ cumſtances, with the extravagant and unuſual terms of the 


_ * freight, demurrage, factory charges, &c. &c. we cannot hel 


6 being of opinion, that private conſiderations have been ſuf 
4 fered to interfere. too mueh for any benefit that may have been 
“intended to the honourable Company. We hope for the ho- 


* nourable Court's approbation ot dur conduct in [this affair. 


© The noyelty and nature of the confignments have been the 
<<. ſource of; much trouble and anxiety; and, though we wiſhed 
to have had it in our power to do more, we may truly ſay we 
% have exceeded our expectations.“ . et e 2141} 
That every part of this tranſaction, from the monopoly with 
which it commeneed to the contraband dealing with whick it 
concluded, eriminates the ſaid Warren Haſtings with wilful diſ- 
obedience of orders, and a continued breaeh of truſt; that every 
ep taken in it was attended with heavy loſs to the Company, 


and with . a ſacriſice of their intereſt ta that of individuals: and 


that, if finally a profit had reſulted ita the Company from ſuch a 
tranſaction, no profit attending it could compenſate for the . 
bable riſque- ta whick their trade n China was thereby expoſed; 
or for the certain diſhonourg ani conſpquent diſtruſt, which the 


Eaſt · India: Company muſt incur in the eyes of the Chineſe go« 


rernment, by being engaged in à low, clandefune traffic, pro- 
e co „ Here 


* o 
bibited by the laws of untrx. 
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No. XIII. 
FTHAT, in the month of February 1781, Mr. Richard Jo- 
1 ſeph Sulivan, Secretary to the Select Committee at Fort St. 
George, applied to them for leave to proceed to Calcutta on his 
ipate 50” 2 'That, being 'the Confidential Secretary to the 
Select Committee at Fort St. George, and conſequently poſſeſſed 
of all the views and ſecrets of 8 as far as they re- 
lated to that government, he went privately into the ſervice of 
the Nabob of Arcot; and, under the pretence of proceeding to 
Calcutta on his private bufineſs, undertook a commiſſion from 
the ſaid Nabob, to the Governor General and Council, to nego- 
ciate with them in favour. of certain projects of the ſaid Nabob, 
Which had been reprobated by the Company, x. 
That the ſaid Sullivan was ſoon after appointed back again, by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the office of Refident at the Durbar 
of the ſaid Narbob of Arcot. That it was a high crime and 
miſdemeanor, in the ſaid Haſtings, to encourage ſo dangerous an 
example in the Company's ſervice, and to interfere unneceſſarily 
with the Government of Madras, in the diſcharge of the duties 
peculiarly aſcribed to them by the practice and orders of the 
2 for the purpoſe of appointing to a great and confiden- 
tial fit uation a man who had ſo recently committed a breach of 
truſt to his employers. 1 en * 
That the Court of Directors, in the letter to Bengal, dated 
the 12th of July 1782, and received there on the 18th of Fe - 
bruary 1783, did condemn and revoke the ſaid appointment. That 
the ſaid Directors, in theirs to Fort St. George, dated the 28th 
of Auguſt 1782, and received there the 31ſt of January 1783, 
did highly condemn the conduct of the ſaid Sullivan; and, in 
order to 3 their ſerrants from practices of the ſame kind, did 
"af him from their ſervice. | '' 1 | 150 
That the faid Haſtings, knowing that the ſaid Sullivan's ap- 
e had been condemned and revoked by the Court of 
Directors, and pretending that, on the 15th of March 1783, he 
did not know that the ſaid Sullivan was d:i/miſtd from the Com- 
ny's ſervice, though that fact was known at Madras on the $+f 
of the preceding January, did recommend the ſaid Sullivan to be 
Ambaſſador at the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn, Subahdar of the 
Deccan, in defiance of the authority and orders of the Court of 
Directors. * : 
That even admitting, what is highly improbable, that the di/- 
miſſion of the ſaid Sullivan from the ſervice of the faid Company 
was not known at Calcutta in forty-three days from Madras, 
the laſt mentioned nomination of the ſaid Sullivan was made at 
leaſt in contempt of the cenſute already expreſſed by the Court 
of Directors, at his former appointment to the Durbar of the 
Nabob of Areot, and which was certainly known to the ſaid 


Haſlings. | | 
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| HAT on the zd of December 1779, the Governor General 
1 and Council of Fort William, at the ſpecial recommenda - 
tion and inſtance of Warren Haſtings, Eſq; then Governor Ge- 
neral, and contrary to the declared opinion and proteſt of three 
of the members of the Council; viz, Philip Francis and Edward 
Wheler, Eſqrs. who were preſent; and of Sir Eyre Coote, who 
was abſent (by whoſe abſence the eaſting voice of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, Eſq; prevailed); did conclude a treaty of per- 
tual friendſhip and alliance, offenſive and defenfive, with a 
indoo Prince, called the Ranna of Gohud, for the expreſs pur- 
ſe of ufing the forces of the ſaid Ranna in oppoſition to the 
| ahrattas. Re. : ? s | ; | | 
That, among other articles, it was ſtipulated with the ſaid 
Ranna, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, That whenever peace 
* ſhould be concluded between the Company and the Mahratta 
« State, the Maha Raja ſhould be inoteded: as a hong: in the 
te treaty which ſhould be made for that 2 and his preſept 
4 poſſeſſions, together with the Fort of Gualior, which of old 
" belonged to the family of the Maha Rajah, if it ſhould be then 
t in his poſſeſſion, and ſuch countries as he ſhould have acquired 
6“ in the courſe of war, and which it would then be ſtipulated 
6 to leave in his hands, ſhould be guaranteed to him by ſuch: 


6 treatv.“ | | f f 8 
; That in the late war againſt the Mahrattas, the ſaid Ranna of 
Gohud did actually join the Britiſh army, under the command. 
of Colonel Muir, with two battalions of infantry, and 1200 
cavalry, and did then ſerve in perſon againſt the Mahrattas, 
thereby affording material affiſtance, and rendering eſſential ſervice 
tp the Company. | 47% 3 
That, in conformity to the above-mentioned treaty, in the 
fourth article of the treaty of peace, concluded on the 13th of 
October 1781, between Colonel Muir on the part of the Engliſh 
Company, and Madajee Scindia, the Mahratta General, the ſaid 
Ranna of Gohud was expreſsly included. e e 5 
That, notwithſtanding the ſaid expreſs proviſion and agree: 
ment, Madajee Scindia proceeded to attack the forts, and lay 
waſte the territories of the ſaid Ranna, and did undertake and 
proſecute a war againſt him for the ſpace of twa years; in the 
courſe of which, the Ranna and his family were reduced ta ex- 
treme diſtreſs, and in the end he was deprived of his forts, and 
the whole not only of his acquired poſſeſſions, but of his ori- 
| dominions ſo ſpecially guaranteed to him by the Britiſh 
rovernment in both the above-mentioned treaties. - n 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was duly and regularly in- 
formed of the progreſs of the war againſt the Ranna, and of everx 
event thereof; notwithſtanding ——_— he not only neglected 19 
5 12 | dan 


any manner to interfere therein in favour of the ſaid Ranna, or 


to uſe any endeavours to prevent the infraction of the treaty, but 
ave conſiderable countenance and encouragement to Madajee 
Seindia in his violation of it, both by the reſidence of the Britiſn 
Miniſter in the Mahratta camp, and by the approbation ſhewn 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the promiſes made by his agent, 
of obſerving the ſtricteſt neutrality, notwithſtanding he was in 
juſtice bound, and ſtood pledged by the moiſt, folema and. ſacred 
engagements, to protect and preſerve. the faid Ranna from thoſe. 
enemies, whoſe reſentment he had provoked only by his ad- 
herence to the intereſts of the Britiſh nation ns. 
That, in the only attempt -made to ſound the diſpoſition of 
Madajee Scindia, relative to a paciſication between him and the, 
the Ranna of Gohud, on the 14th of May 1783, Mr. Anderſon,. 
in obedience to the orders he had received, di 
licitly declare to Bhow Buckſey, the Miniſter of Madajee Scin- 
Ba, the ſentiments. of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the words 
following :—* That it was ſo far from your (the ſaid Haſtings's) 
% meaning, to intercede in his (the ſaid Ranna's) favour, that 


c only defired him to ſound Scindia's ſentiments, and in caſe he 


«© was defirous of peace, to mention what I had ſaid; but, if he 
© ſeemed to prefer carrying on the war, I begged that he would 
not mention 2 ſyllable — what had paſſed, but let the matter 
< drop entirely? 51 = OE 

That it afterwards appeared, in a minute of the ſaid Haſtings, 
in Council at Fort William, on the 22d of September 1783, that: 
he promiſed, at the inſtance of a member of the Council, to write 


to Lieutenant James Anderſon in favour of the Ranna of Gohud,- 


and lay his letter before the Board. | 7 
That nevertheleſs the ſaid Haſtings, profeſſing not to vecollect 

his ſaid promiſe, did negle# to write a formal letter to Lieutenant 
Anderſon in favour of the ſaid Ranna of Gobud, and that the private, 
letter, the extract of which the ſaid Haſtings did lay before the 
Board on the 21ſt of October 1783, ſo far from directing any ef- 

fectual interference in favour of the ſaid Ranna, or commanding, ; 
his agent, the faid James Anderſon, to interpoſe the mediation of 
the Britiſh Government to, procure . honoxrable term“ for the 
ſaid Ranna, or even /afety to his perſon and family, contains + 
the bittereſt inveQives againſt him, and is expreſſive of the ſatii- 

faction which the ſaid Haſtings acknowledges himſelf to have 
enjoyed in the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Ranna, the ally of the Com- 

1. That the meaſures therein recommended, appear rather to have 
been deſigned to ſatisfy Madajee Scindia, and to juſtify the con- 
duct of the Britiſh Government, in not having taken a more active 
and a more hoſtile part againſt the ſaid Ranna, than an interceſſion 
on his behalf. 1 8277 | ie 


That though no confideration of good n or obſarranct of | 


treaties, could .induce the ſaid Haftings to incur. the hazard 
of any *hoſtile exertion of the: Britiſh: force far. the defence 
or the relief of the allies: of the Company, yet in the ſaid pri- 


vate letter he directed, that in caſe his mediation ſhould be accepted, 
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ſhould take advantage 0 cindia”s abſence to renew, 
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<ve ought in that 9 reguiſition, to invade the dominions of the 
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That no beneficial effects could have been procured' to che Tad 


| Ranna by an offer of mediation delayed till Scindia, no longer 
wanted ““ our Alſillance to cruſþ . en an enemy, ;”” at the fame. 

e tha | en to Scindia to. apprehend the dan - 
ger of drawing upon himſelf the reſentment of the Britiſh S 


time that no reaſon was given to 


of their ally, is poly ever 


s » 
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it- ſhould be made a ſpecific condition, that, if the {aid * * 
1 Heffilities, 
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That it was a groſs and ſcandalous mockery in the ſaid Haſf- 


ings to defer. an application to obtain honourable terms for the 
Rana, and ſafety for his perſon and family, till he had beeg 


deprived of his principal fort, in defence of which. his uncle 10 


his life, and on the capture of which his wife, to avoid the dif- 


honour conſequent upon falling into the hands of her enemies, 


deftr ed herſe by, an exp on. of anndoandere LE oo 
That 3 Y does not appear that any offer. of mediation, 


was ever actually made, or any influence exerted, either for the 


ſafety of the Ranna's perſon and family, or in mitigation of the 
rigoraus. intentions ſuppoſed by Lieutenant Anderſon to have been, 
entertained againſt him by Madajee Scindia after his ſurrender. .. 
That the ſaid Haltings, in the inſtructions given by him. to Irs, 
David Anderſon for his conduct in negociating the r peace 
with the Mahrattas, expreſſed his determination to deſert: the 
Ranna of Gohud, in the following words: you will, gf coürſe, 
ebe attentive to any engagements ſubſiſting between us and other, 
on r I terms of 70 and alliance with tl 
CC. 


hrattas ; I except from this the Ranna of Gohud. = Leave. 


e him to ſettle his own affairs with the Mahrattas .. 
That the ſaid Anderſon appears very afliduouſly to have ſought” 
for grounds to juſtity the execution of this part of his inſtruc- 
tions, to which, however, he was, at all events, obliged to conform. 
That, even after his application for that purpoſe to the Mahrat- 


tas, whoſe teſtimony was much to be ſuſpected, becauſe it was 


their intereſt to accuſe, and their determined object to deſtroy the 


ſaid Ranna, no ſatisfactory proof was obtained of his defection 


from the engagements he had entered into with the Company. 


That moreover, if all the charges which have been pretended ' 


againſt the Ranna, and have been alledged by the ſaid Haſtings 
in juſtification of his conduct, had been well founded, and proved 
to be true, the ſubject matter of thoſe accuſations, and the proofs 
by which they were to be ſupported, were known to Colonel Muir 
before the concluſion of the treaty he entered into with Madajee 


Scindia ; and therefore, whatever ſuſpicions may have been en- 


tertained, or whatever degree of criminality may have been proved 


againſt the ſaid Ranna, previous to the ſaid treaty, from the time 


he was ſo provided for and included in the ſaid treaty, he was fully 


and juſtly entitled to the ſecurity ſtipulated. for him by the Com- 


iti Government, 


840 and had a right to 


* 
* 


demand and receive the protection of the 


That 


3 ' 1,” 7 ' 7 8 7 , 
, x46 MM & 22% + 8 MF, 
-. That theſe conſiderations were urged by Mr. Anderſon to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter of the 24th of June 1781, and 
were enforced by this additional argument, That in point of 
_. * policy, I believe, it ought not to be our wiſh that the Mahrattas 
© ſhould ever recover the fortreſs of Gualior ; it forms an im- 
44 portant barrier to our own poſſeſſions. In the hands of the 
80 4 Nunna it can be of no prejudice to us; and notwithſtanding 
© the preſent proſpect of a permanent peace betwixt us and the 
* Mahrattas, it ſeems highly expedient that there ſhould always 
& remain ſome ſtrong barrier to ſeparate us, on this fide of India, 
ce from that warlike and powerful nation.“ 6 | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was highly culpable in abandon- 
ing the ſaid Ranna to the fury of his enemies, thereby forfeiting 
the honour, and injuring the credit of the Britiſh nation in India, 
notwithſtanding the ſaid Haſtings was fully convinced, and had 
profeſſed, ©* that the moſt ſacred obſervance of treaties, juſtice, and 
* good faith, were neceſſary to the exiſtence of the national in- 
ct tereſts in that e though the ſaid Haſtings has 
complained of the inſufficiency of the laws of this kingdom to 
enforce this doctrine, by the puniſhment of perſons in the poſ- 
4 ſeſſion of power, who may be impelled by the provocation of 
* ambition, avarice, or vengeance, ſtronger than the reſtrictions 
« of integrity and honour, to the violation of this juſt and wiſe 
66 . : os | | 
That the faid Haiſtings, in thus departing from theſe his own 
rinciples, with a full and juſt ſenſe of the guilt he would thereby 
incur, and in facrificing the allies of this country, ** to the pro- 
6 wpocations of ambition, avarice, or vengeance,” in violation of the 
national faith and juſtice, did commit a groſs and wilful breach 
4 his duty, and was thereby guilty of an high crime and miſ- 
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1 ae the property of the lands of Bengal is, accordin ord 8 


to the laws and cuſtoms of that country, an inheritable 
property, and that it is, with few exceptions, veſted in certain na- 
tives, called zemindars, or landholders, under whom other natives, 
called talookdars and ryots, hold certain ſubordinate rights of 
property, or 'occupance, in the ſaid lands :—That the faid na- 
tives wy N and 57 their rights and privileges are gro 2. 
pon the n of regalar grants, a long ſeries of family ſucceſſion, 
2 f hat # appears char Ben A has 2 under 
the deminion of the Mogul, and ſubject to a Mahonimedan Go- 
vernment, for above two hundred years: — That, while the Mogul 
Government was in its vigour, the property of zemindars was 
held ſacred; and that either vp; voluntary grant from the ſaid 
Mogul, or by- compoſition with him, the native Hindoos were 
left in the free, quiet, and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of their lands, 
on the ſingle condition of paying a fixed, certain, and unalterable 
revenue, or quit-rent, to the Mogul Government: — That this 
revenue, or quit- rent, was called the a»fil jumma, or original 

ound-rent, of the provinces, and was not increaſed from the time 
when it was firſt ſettled, in 1573, to 1740, when the regular and 
effective Mogul Government ended :—That, from that time to 
1765, invaſions, uſurpations, and various revotutions, took place 
in the Government of Bengal; in conſequence of which the 


country was conſiderably reduced and -impoveriſhed, when the 


Eaſt-India Company received from the preſent Mogul Emperor, 
Sha Alum, a grant of the Dewanny, or collection of the re- 
venues: That, about the year 1770, the provinces of Bengal 
and Bahar were viſited with a dreadful famine and mortality, dy 
which at leaſt one third of the inhabitants periſned: That War- 
ren Haſtings, Eſquire, has declared, that he had always heard 
«© the loſs of inhabitants reckoned at a third, and in many places 
„ near one half, of the whole; and that he knew not by 
what means fuch a loſs could be recruited in four or five years, 
and believed it impoffible.”—That nevertheleſs the revenue. 
was violentiy kept up to its former flantlard; that is, in the two 
years immediately preceding the appointment of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to the government of Fort William: in conſequence © 
of which, the remaining two thirds of the inhabitants avere obliged 
4 pay for the lands now left withont cultivation; and that, from 
e year 1770 to the year 1775, the country had languiſhed, and the © 
evil continued enhancing every day: That the ſack Warren Haſt- 
"Re, . | ing 


n AA TI Oi "xv Sir 


\ #ngs, in a letter to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
dated the iſt of September 1772, declared, That the lands had 


« ſuffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and mortality 
« of 1769 :—That the collections, v folenth, kept up to their for- 
« mer flandard, had added to the tifirefs of of the country, and 
«* threatened a general decay of the revenue, unleſs immediate 
« remedies were a Pplird to event it.“ That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has ellen 
« the hereditary da: the people would be treated with 
« more. tenderneſi, the rents more improved) and cultivation more 
<« likely to be encouraged ; that they have a perpetual intereſt in 
< the country; that their: inheritane ke page be removed; that 
« they. Are: the proprietors ; 5 that the "Jan Are , their eſtates, ag 
« their inher} tance ; that, from a ox continuance of. the lands 
. in their, families, it is to be cong uded N have rivetted an 
's « authority in the difng,. aged” 29 aſce N aver the 
6 minds of the ryots, andi ratiated bei AMeckio That, frg 
* MS, * to 

4 continuing the lands under the management of thôfe, w 
« have a natural and perpetual intereſt in their proſperity, ſolid 
« Pak $ might be expected. to Fcecrue : that tlie e Em 8 
2 auld ot 145 table. to failure, or ; defieienci ies than 


7 
bt 8 from the perpetual intereſt which the, ormer bath 750 the 
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of their eſtates, but a great part of the lands fell into the hands 
of the banyans, or principal black ſervants of Britiſh ſubjects, 
connected with, and protected by the Government: and that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelt has fince declared, that, y this 
way, the lands too generally fell into the hands of deſperate or knav- 
:/þ adventurers : that, before the meaſure herein before deſcribed 
was carried into execution, the ſaid Warren tings did eſta- 
bliſh certain fundamental regulations in Council, to be obſerved 
in ras, the ſame: that, among theſe regulations, it was 
ſpecially and ſtrictly ordered, that no farm ſhould exceed the 
annual amount of one lack of rupees ; and “ that no peſhcar, 
% banyan, or other. ſervant, of whatever denomination, of 
« the collector, or relation or dependant of any ſuch ſervant, 
& ſhould be allowed to farm lands, nor directly or indirectly to 
4 holda concern in any farm, nor to be ſecurity for any farmer: 
that, in direct violation of theſe his own regulations, and in 
breach of the public truſt repoſed in him, and ſufficiently de- 
clared by the manifeſt duty of his ſtation, if it had not been 
expreſſed and enforced by any poſitive inſtitution, he, the 
fad Warren Haſtings, did permit and fuffer his own banyan, or 
| 8 black ſteward, named Canto Baboo, to hold farms in 
different purgunnahs, or diſtricts, or to be ſecurity for farms, to 
the amount of thirteen lack of rupees [130,000l. or upwards] 
r annum; and that, after enjoying the whole of thoſe farms 
| for two years, he was permitted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
relinquiſh two of them: that, on the ſubject of the farms held 
by Canto Baboo, the faid Warren Haſtings has made the fol- 
lowing declaration: Many of his farms were taken without 
« my knowledge, and almoſt all againſt my advice. I had no 
& right to uſe compulſion or authority; nor could I with juſtice 
« exclude him, becauſe he was my ſervant, from a liberty al- 
e lowed to all other perſons in the country. The farms which 
« he quitted, he quitted 2 my advice, becauſe I thought that 
„ he might engage himſelf beyond his abilities, and be involved 
in diſputes, which I did not chuſe to have come before me 
„as judge of them.“ That the ſaid declaration contains ſund 
_ falſe os contradictory aſſertions : that, if almoſ all the ſaid 
farms were taken agaigſt his advice, it cannot be true that many 
of them were taken without his knowledge : that, whether Canto 
Baboo had been his ſervant or not, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was bound by his own regulations to prevent his holding any 
farms to a greater amount than one lack of rupees per annum; 
and that the ſaid Canto Baboo, being the ſervant of the Gover- 
nor General, was excluded by the ſaid regulations from holding 
any farms whatever: that if (as the Directors obſerve) it was 
thought dangerous to permit the banyan of a Collector to be 
concerned in farms, the ſame or ſtronger objections would always 
lie againſt the Governor's banyan being fo concerned; that hs 
ſaid Warren Haſtings had a right, and was bound by his duty, 
to prevent his ſervant from holding the ſaine : that, in advifing 
the ſaid Canto Baboo to relinquiſh ſome of the ſaid farms, for 
which he was actually engaged, be has acknowledged an influ- 
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ence over his ſervant, and has uſed that influence for a purpoſe 
inconſiſtent with his duty to the India Company, namely, to 
deprive them of the ſecurity of the ſaid Canto' Baboo's engage- 
ment for farms, which, on trial, he had found not beneficial, or 
hot likely to be continued beneficial, to himſelf; and that if it 
was improper that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſhould be the 
judge of any diſputes in which his ſervant might be involved 
on account of His farms, that reaſon ought: to have obliged him 
to prevent his ſervant from being engaged in any farms what- 
ever, or to have adviſed his ſaid ſervant to relinquith the remain- 
der of his farms, as well as thoſe which the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
affirms he quitted by his advice : that, on the ſubject of the ſaid 
charge, the Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Company have 
come to the following reſolution : ** Reſolved, That it appears 


e that the conduct of the late Preſident and Council of Fort 


« William in Bengal, in ſuffering Canto Baboo, the preſent 


<< Governor General's banyan, to hold farms in different pur- i 


« gunnahs to a large amount, or to be ſecurity for ſuch farms, 
. © contrary to the tenor and ſpirit of the 17th regulation of the 
„% Committee of Revenue at Fort William, of the 14th of May 
« 1772, and afterwards relinquiſhing that ſecurity without ſatiſ- 


« faction made to the Company, was highly improper, and has been 


© attended with confiderable loſs to the Company ;*” and that, 
in the whole of this tranſaction, the ſaid Warren Haſtings has 
been guilty of groſs colluſion with his ſervant, and manifeſt 
breach of truſt to his employers : that whereas it was acknow- 
ledged by the ſaid Warren * that the country, in the 
year 1770 and 1771, had ſuffered great depopulation and decay; 
and that the collections of thoſe years, having been violently 
kept up to their former ſtandard, had added to the diſtreſs of 
the country; the ſettlement of the revenues made by him for 
five years, commencing the 1ſt of May 1772, inſtead of offering 
any abatement or relief to the inhabitants who had ſurvived the 
famine, held out to the Eaſt-India Company a promiſe of great 
ixcreaſe of revenue, to be exacted from the country by the means 
kereinbefore deſcribed : that this ſettlement was not realized, 
but fell confiderably ſhort, even in the firſt of the five years, 
when the demand was the lighteſt; and that, on the whole of 


the five years, the real collections fell ſhort of the ſettlement, 
to the enormous amount of two' millions and a half ſterling, and 


upwards : that ſuch a ſettlement, if it had been, or could have 
been, rigorouſly exacted from a country already ſo diſtreſſed, and 
from a population ſo impaired, that, in the belief of the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, it was impoſſible ſuch loſs could be recruited 


in four or five years, would have been in fact what it appeared 
to be in form, an act of the moſt cruel and tyrannical oppreſſion; 
but that the real uſe made of that unjuſt demand upon the na- 
tives of Bengal was, to oblige them to compound privately with 
the perſons who formed the ſettlement, and who threatened to 
enforce it: that the enormous balances and remiſſions, on that 
ſettlement, aroſe from a general colluſion between the farmers 


and collectors, and from a general peculation and embezzlement 


of 


* 


ht it unjuſt to ſuffer the delinquents to paſs wholly un- 
" 4 and therefore they directed the Governor General 
% and Council forthwith to commence a proſecution againſt the 
© perſons who compoſed the Committee of Circuit, and their 
e repreſentarives, and againſt all other proper parties; but that 
the proſecutions ſo ordered by the Court of Directors, in the 
ear 1778, have never been brought to trial; and that the ſaid 
Warn Haſtings did, on the 23d of December 1783, propoſe and 
carry it in Council, hat orders ſhould be given for withdrawing 
the ſaid proſecutions, declaring that he was clearly of opinion 
that there was no ground to maintain them, and that they auould 
only be productive of expence to the Company, amd unmerited vexation 
to the parties. " of | | 
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WHA the ſaid Warren Haſtings has, in fundry occaſions, 
declared his deliberate opinion generally againſt all innova- 
tions, and particularly in 2 — and management of the 
revenues of Bengal; that“ he was well aware of the expence 
„ and inconvenience -which ever attends innovations of all kinds 
* on their firſt inſtitution.— That innovations axe ahvays attend- 
* ed with difliculties, and inconveniences, and innovations in the 
„ revenue, with a ſuſpenſion of the collections: That the con- 
„ tinual variations in the mode of collecting the revenue, and 
* the continual uſurpations on the rights of the people, have 
„fixed in the minds of the ryots, a rooted difrut to the 
« ordinances of Government.“ That the Court of Directors 


have repeatedly declared their apprehenſions, that a ſudden 


« tranſition from one mode to another, in the inveſtigation and 
collection of their revenue, might have alarmed the inha- 
<< bitants, leſſened their confidence in the Company's proceed- 


c ings, and been attended with other evils.”— That the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, immediately after his appointment to the go 

vernment of Fort Fort William, in April 1772, did aboliſh the 
office of Naib Duan, or Native Collector & the revenues then 
exiſting :--That he did at the ſame time appoint a Committee of 

the Board to go on a circuit through the provinces, and to form 
- a ſettlement of the revenues for fee years :— That he did then 
appoint ſundry of the Company's ſervants to have the manage - 


ment of the collections, viz. one in each diſtrict, under the title 


of Collector — That he did then aboliſh the General Board of 
Revenue or Council at Muxadavad, for the 


* 


« That while the controlling and executive 


of the revenue, 


« and the correſpondence with the Collectors, was carried on 
se by a Council at Muxadavad, the members of the Adminiſtra- 


„ tion at Calcutta had no oportunity of acquiring that thorough 
„% and comprehenſive knowledge, which could only reſult from 
* practical experience, That the orders of the Court of Directors, 
„ which eſtabliſhed a new ſyſtem, which enjoined many new re: 


ulations and enquirics, could not properly be delegated to a 


IL 

wo — council; and it became abſolutely neceſſary that 

e the bufineſs of the revenue ſhould he conducted wander the im- 

46 mediate obſervation and direction of the Baard. That, in No- 

vember 1773, the ſaid Warren Haſtings aboliſhed the office of 
Collector, and transferred the collectiop and management q* the 

revenues to ſeveral Councils of (Revenue, commonly call Pro: 
wincial Councils,—That, on the 24th of October 1774, * ſaid 
| 'V Arreg 
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arren Haſtings earneſtly offered bis advice (to the Governor 
General and Council, then newly appointed by ad of Parlia» 
ment) for the continuation of the ſaid ſyſtem of Provincial Councils 
in all its parts, That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the 22d of 


April 1775, tranſmit to the Directors a formal plan for the fas © 


ture ſettlement of the revenues, and did therein declare, tha 
« with reſpect to the mode of managing the collection of the 
„„ revenue, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, none occurred to 
« him ſo good as the ſyſtem which was already eſtabliſhed, of 
« Provincial Councils. That, on the 18th of January 1776, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did tranſmit to the Court of Di 3% * 
plan for the better adminiſtration of juſſice : that, in this plan, 
the eſtabliſhment. of the ſaid Provincial Councils was ſpecially 
provided for and confirmed; and that Warrren Haſtings did re- 
commend it to the u ex to obtain bars 1 of 3 
or a confirmation of the ſai 2. That, on the 30 April 
27750 oy ſaid Waren Haltins did tranſmit to the Court of 
Directors the draught or ſcheme of an att of Parliament for the 
better. adminiſtration of juſtice in the provinces, in which the 
ſaid eſtabliſhment of Provincial Councils is again ſpecially in- 
_ cluded, and ſpecial juriſdiction aſſigned to the ſaid Councils, 
That the Court of Directors, in a letter, dated 5th February 1777 
did give the following inſtruction to the Governor General and 
Council, a majority of whom, viz. Sir John Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, had diſapproved of the plan of Pro- 
vincial Councils: If you are fully convinced that the efta- 
* bliſhmenr of Provincial Councils has not anſwered, nor is not 
„ capable of anſwering the purpoſes intended by ſuch infticu» 
« tions, we hereby direct you to form a new plan for the col- 
6 lection of the revenues, and to tranſmit the ſame to us for 
% our conſideration.” That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contra» 
diction to his own ſentiments repeatedly declared, and to his 
own advice repeatedly and deliberately 2 and in deſiance 
of the orders of the Directors, to whom he tranſmitted no pre- 
vious communication whatever, of his intention to aboliſh the 
ſaid Provincial Councils, did, in the beginning of the year 
1781, again change the whole ſyſtem of the collections of the 
public revenue of Bengal, as alſo the adminiſtration of civil and 
criminal juſtice thoughout the provinces. That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, in a letter dated 5th of May 1781, adviſing the Court 
of Directors of the ſaid changes, has falſely affirmed, ** that the 
* plan of ſuperintending and collecting the public revenue of 
* the provinces, through the agency of Provincial Councils, 
% had been inſtituted for the temporary and declared purpoſe 
of introducing another more permanent mode by an eaſy and 
% gradual change.” That, on the contrary, the ſaid Warren 
Hattings, from the year 1773, to the year 1781, has conſtantly ' 
and uniformly inſiſted on the wiſdom of that inſtitution, and oa 
the neceſſity of never departing from it :—That he has, in that 
time, repeatedly adviſed, that the ſaid inſtitution ſhould be con- 
firmed in perpetuity by an act of Parliament: That the ſaid total 


diſolution of tbe Provigcia} Councils 'was not introduced by. * 


ay 


renn in Pine i 


any eaſy and ual change, nor by an ations whatever ; 
— —4 . e. ker and , accompliſhed by 
a ſingle act of power: and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in the 
place of the ſaid Councils, has ſubſtituted a Committee of Re- 
venue, conſiſting of four covenanted ſervants, on principles op- 
polite to thoſe which he had himſelf profeſſed ; and with ex- 
clufive powers, tending to deprive the members of the Supreme 


Council of a due knowledge of, and inſpection into, the ma- 


nagement of the territorial revenues, ſpecially and unalienably 
veiled by the Legiſlature in the Governor General and Council, 


and to veſt the ſame ſolely and entirely in the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, That the reaſons aſſigned by the ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings, for conſtituting the ſaid Committee of Revenue, are in- 
compatible with theſe which he profeſſed, when he aboliſhed 
the Subordinate Council of Reyenue at Muxadavad. That he 


has inveſted the ſaid Committee 7n the fulleff manner, with all the 
* and authority of the Governor General and Council. That 
e has thereby contracted the whole power and office of the Pro- 


vincial Councils into a ſmall compaſs, and veſted the ſame in - 
four perſons appointed by himſelf :—That he has thereby taken 
the general tranſaction and cognizances of revenue buſineſs out 


of the Supreme Council: — That the ſaid Committee are im— 
powered to conduct the current buſineſs of the revenue depart- 
ment, without reference to the Supreme Council, and only ve— 


port to the Board ſuch extraordinary occurrences, claims, and propoſals, 


as may require the ſpecial orders of tht Board :—Thar even the in- 


ſtructions, to report to the Board, in extraordinary caſes, is nu- 


gatory and fallacious, bcing accompanied with limitations which 
make it impoſſible for the ſaid Board to decide on any queſtions 
whatſoever ; fince, it is exprefily provided by the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
 1ngs, that, if the members of the Committee differ in opinion, it is 
uot expefted that every diſſentient opinion ſhould be recorded; con- 
ſequently the Supreme Council, on any reference to their Board, 
can ſee nothing but the reſolutions or reaſons of the majority ef 
the Committee, without the arguments on which the diſſentient 
opinions might be founded: and fince it is alſo expreſſly pro- 
vided by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the determination of the 


majority of the Committee ſhould not therefore be flayed, unleſs it 
Should be ſo agreed by the majority; that is, that, notwithſtanding | 


the reference to the Supreme Council, the meaſure ſhall be exe- 
cuted without waiting for their deciſion.ä— That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has delivered his opinion, with many arguments to ſup- 

rt the ſame, in favour of long leaſes of the lands, in pre- 
—.— to annual ſettlements; that he has particularly declared, 
6 that the farmer, who holds his farm for one year only, having 
« no intereſt in the next, takes what he can with a hand of 
„ rigour, which, even in the execution of legal claims, is often 
« equivalent to violence. He is under the neceſſity of being 
& rigid, and ever cruel; for what is left in arrear, after the ex- 
«& piration of his power, is at beſt a doubtful debt, if ever re- 
% coverable. He will be tempted to exceed the bounds of 


6 right, and to augment his income by irregular exactions, and 
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« by racking the tenants, for which pretences will not be want - 
ing, where the farms paſs annually from one hand to another. 
« That the diſcouragements which the tenants feel, from being 
transferred every year to new landlords, are a great objection. 
« to ſuch ſhort leaſes; that they-contribute to 1njure the cul- 
« tivation, and diſpeople the lands. That, on the contrary, 
from long farms, the farmer acquires a permanent intereſt in 
«© his lands; he will, for his own ſake, lay out money in aſſiſt- 
« ing his tenants, in improving lands already cultivated, and in 
« clearing and cultivating waſte lands.“ That nevertheleſs, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, having left it to the diſcretion of the 
Committee of Revenue, appointed by him in 1781, to fix the 
time for which the enſuing ſettlement ſhould be made; and 
the ſaid Committee having declared, that avith reſpect to the pe- 
riod of the leaſes in general, it appeared to the Committee, that to limit 
them to one year would be the Mel peried he, the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings, approved of that limitation, in manifeſt contradiction to 
all his own arguments, bee and declarations, concerning 
the fatal conſequences of annual leaſes of the lands: — That, in ſo 
doing, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not hold himſelf bound or 
reſtrained by the orders of the Court of Directors, but acted _ 
upon his own diſcretion ; and that he has, for partial and in- 
tereſted purpoſes, exerciſed that diſcretion, in particular inſtances, 
againſt his own general ſettlement for one year, by granting per- 
etual leaſes of farms and zemindaries to perſons ſpecially fa-, 
voured by him ; and particularly by granting a perpetual [eaſe 
of the zemindary of Baharbund, to his ſervant Canto Baboo, 
on very low terms: — That, in all the preceding tranſactions, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did act contrary to his duty, as Governor 
ef Fort William, contrary to the orders of his employers, and 
contrary to his own declared ſenſe of expediency, confiſtency, and 
Juſtice ; and thereby did harraſs and affſict the inhabitants of the 
provinces with perpetual changes in the ſyſtem and execution 
of the government placed over them; and with continued in- 
novations and exactions againſt the rights of the ſaid inhabitants; 
thereby deſtroying all ſecurity to ome property, and all con- 
fidence in the good faith, ptinciples, and juſtice of the Britiſh 
Government :—And that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having ſub. 
ſtituted his own inſtruments. to be the managers and collectors 
of the public revenue, in the manner hereinbefore mentioned, 
did act in manifeſt breach and defiance of an act of the 13th 
of his preſent Majeſty, by which the ordering and management and 
government of all the territorial revenues in the kingdoms of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſſa, were veſted in the Governor General and, 
Council, without any power of delegating the ſaid truſt and duty 
to any other perſons; and that by ſuch unlawful delegation of 
the powers of the Council to a ſubordinate Board appointed by 
himſelf, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did in effect unite and 
veſt in his own perſon, the ordering, government, and manage- 
ment of all the ſaid territorial revenues :—And that, for the ſaid 
illegel act, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, is ſolely anſwerable, 
the ſame having been propoſed and reſolved in Council, when 


the 
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the Governor General and Council conſiſted but of two. perſons 
- preſent ; namely, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the late Ed- 
ward Weeler, Eſq; and when, conſequently, the Gevernor 
General, by virtue of the caſting voice, poſſeſſed the whole power 
of the Government. That, in all the changes and innovations 
derein- before deſcribed, the pretence uſed by the ſaid Warren 
_ - Haſtings, to recommend and juſtify the ſame to the Court of 
Directors, has been, that ſuch changes and innovatipns would be 
attended with increaſe of revenue, or diminution of expence to 
the Eaſt-India Company: — That ſuch. pretence, if true, would 
not have been à juſtification of ſuch acts; but that ſuch pre- 
tence is falſe and groundleſs.—'That, during the adminiſtration of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the territorial revenues have declined ; 
that the charges of collecting the ſame have greatly increaſed ; 
and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his neglect, miſmanage- 
ment, and by a direct and intende@&yaſte of the Company's pro- 
perty, is chargeable with, and anſwefable for all the {aid decline 
_ of revenue, and all the ſaid increaſe of expence. 
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1. T HAT the province of Oude and its dependencies were, 

| before their connection with, and A iordivarion to 
the Company, in a flouriſhing condition with regard to culture, 
commerce, and population, and their rulers and principal nobility 
maintained themſelves in a ſtate of affluence and ſplendour ; but 
very ſhortly after the period aforeſaid, the proſperity, both of the 
country and its chiefs, began ſenſibly and rapidly te decline; in: 
ſomuch, that the revenue of the ſaid province, which on the loweſt 
eſtimation had been found, in the commencement of the Britiſh 
influence, at upwards of 3, ooo, oool. ſterling annually (and that 
ample revenue raiſed without detriment to the oy did not, in 
the year 1779, exceed the ſum of 1, 00,0001. and in the ſubſequent 
years did fall. much ſhort of that ſum, although the rents. were 
generally advanced, and the country gnevouſly oppreſſed in order 


to raiſe it. 85 155 | 
II. That in the aforeſaid year 1779, the demands of the Eaſt 
India Company on the Nabob of Oude are ſtated by Mr. Purling, 
their Reſident at the court of Oude, to amount to the ſum of. 
1, 360,000. ſterling, and upwards, leaving (upon the ſuppoſition 
that the whole revenue ſhould amount to the ſum of 1, 500, oool. 
ſterling, to which it did not amount) no more than 140, 
. ſterling, for the ſupport of the dignity of the houſehold and famuly - 
of the Nabob, and for the maintenance of his government, as well 
as for the payment of the public debts due within the province. 
III. That by the treaty of Fyzabad, a regular brigade of the 
Company's troops, to be ſtationed in the dominions of the Nabob 
of Oude, were kept up at the expence of the ſaid Nabob; in 
addition to which, a temporary brigade of the ſame troops was 
added to his eſtabliſhment, together with ſeveral detached corps in 
the Company's ſervice, and a great part of his own native troopy 
were put under the command of Britiſh officers. | 
IV. That the expence of the company's tempo brigade 
increaſed in the ſame year (the year of 1779) upwards of 80,0001. 
ſterling above the eſtimate ; . the expence of the country troops 
under Britiſh officers, in the ſame period, increaſed upwards of 
40,0001, ſterling; and in addition to the aforeſaid ruinous ex- 
pences, a large civil eſtabliſhment was gradually, ſecretly, and 
without any authority from the Court of Directors, or record in 
the books of the Council Genera] concerning the ſame, formed 
for the Reſident and another, under Mr Wombwell, an agent for 
the Company; as alſo ſeveral penſions and allowances, in the 
ſame ſecret and clandeſtine manner, were charged on the revenues 
of the ſaid Nabob, for the benefit of Britiſh ſubjects, beſides large 


occaſional gifts to perſons in the Company's ſervice. 
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v. That in the month of November 1779, the ſaid Nabob did 


repreſent to Mr. Purling, the Company's Refident aforeſaid, the 
diſtreſſed ſtate of his revenues, in the following terms: During 
<« three years paſt, the expence occafioned by the troops in brigade, 
4 and others commanded by European officers, has much diſtreſſed 
e the ſupport of my houſehold, inſomuch, that the allowances 


« made to the ſeraglio and children of the deceaſed Nabob have 


& been reduced to one fourth of what it had been, upon which the 

„have ſubſiſted in a very diſtreſſed manner for two years paſt. 
$ The attendants, writers, and ſervants, &c. of my court have 
& received no pay for two years paſt; and there is at preſent no 


& part of the country that can be allotted to the payment of 


4 my father's private creditors, whoſe applications are daily preſ- 
© fing upon me. All theſe difficulties I have for theſe three 
_ « years paſt ſtruggled through, and found this conſolation therein, 
& that it was complying with the pleaſure of the henourable 
„Company, and in the hope that the Supreme Council would 
© make enquiry from impartial perſons into my diſtreſſed fituation ; 
% but I am now forced to a repreſentation. From the ' great 
% increaſe of expence, the revenues were neceſſarily farmed out at 4 
.* high rate; and deficiencies followed yearly. The country and 
& cultivation is abandoned; and this year, in particular, from the 
< exceſſive drought, deductions of many lacks” [ſtated by the 
Reſident, in his letter to the Board of the 13th of the month 
following, to amount to 25 lacks, or 250,000l ſterling] have been 
% allowed the farmers, who were ſtill left unſatisfied. —I have 
<& received but juſt ſufficient to ſupport my abſolute neceſſities, the 
“ revenues being deficient to the amount of 15 lacks,” [150,000]. 
Kerling] © and for this reaſon, many of the old chieftains, with 


& their troops, and the uſeful attendants of the court, were forced 


& to leave it, and there is now only a few foot and horſe for the 
collection of my revenues; and ſhould the Zemindars be refrac- 


© tory, there is not left a ſufficient number to reduce them to 


© obedience.” And the ſaid Nabob did therefore pray, that the 
aſſignments for the new brigade, the corps of horſe, and the 
other detached bodies of the Company's troops, might not be 
required from him; alledging, that the former was not only 
quite uſeleſs to his government, but, moreover, the cauſe of 
& much loſs both in the revenues and cuſtoms; and that the 
& detached bodies of troops, under their European officers, brought 
& nothing but confuſion into the affairs of his government, and 
„ were entirely their own maſters.” | 

VI. That it appears that the ſaid Nabob was not bound by any 


treaty to the maintenance, without his conſent, even of the old brigade ; 


the Court of Directors having, in their letter of the 15th December 


1775, approved of keeping the ſame in his ſervice, © provided it avas 
„done with the free conſent of the Soubah, and by no means without it. 


And the new * and temporary corps, were raiſed on the ex- 


pes condition that the expence thereof ſhould be charged on the 
abob only © for ſo long à time as he ſhould require the corps for his 
« ſervice.” And the Court of Directors expreſs to the Governor 


General and Council their ſenſe of the ſaid agreement in the follow- 


ing 
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ing terms: 1 But if you intend to exert your influence, firſt to in- 


4 duce the Vizier to acquieſce in your propoſal, and afterwards o 


« compel him to keep the troops in his pay during your pleaſure, your in- 
40 pr. are unjuft ; and a correſpondent conduct would reflett great dif 


% honour on the Campany. | 8 


VII. That in anſwer to the decent and humble. repreſentation 
aforeſaid of the Nabob of Oude, the allegations of which, ſo far as 
they relate to the diſtreſſed ſtate of the Nabob's finances, and- his 
total inability to diſcharge the demands made on him, were con- 
firmed by the teſtimony of the Engliſh Refident at Oude, and which 
the ſaid Haſtings did not deny, in the whole or in any part thereof, 
he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did, on pretence of certain political 
dangers, declare the relief deſired, to be without heſitation zotally 
inadmiſſible; and did falſely and maliciouſly inſinuate, * that the 
« tone in which the demands of the Nabob were aſſerted, and the 
« ſeaſon in which they were made, did give cauſe for the mo/talarm-* 
66 op And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a letter to 
the Nabob aforeſaid, written in haughty and inſolent language, 
and without taking any notice of the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Nabob, 
alledged and verified as before recited, require and inſiſt upon your 


the Nabob's] granting tuncaws [affignments] for the full amount 


« of their the Company's] demands upon you for the current year, 
« and on your reſerving funds ſufficient to anſwer them, even /hould 
« the deficiencies of your revenues compel you to leave your own troops un- 
6 N for, or to diſband a part of them, to enable you to effect it.” 

VIII. That in a letter, written at the ſame time to the Reſident 
Purling, and intended for his directions in enforcing on the Nabob 
the unjuſt demands aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath aſſert- 


ed, in direct contradiction to the treaties ſubſiſting between the ſaid 


Nabob and the Company, that he [the Nabob] ſtands engaged to 
« our Government to maintain the Engliſh armies, which, at his own 


_ <4 requeſt, have been formed for the protection of his dominions z. 


« and that it is our part, and not his, to judge and determine in what 
„% manner and at what time theſe ſhall be reduced and withdrawn." 
And in a minute of conſultation, when the aforeſaid meaſure was 
propoſed by the ſaid Haſtings to the Supreme Council, he did affirm 
and maintain, that the troops aforeſaid, * had now no /eparate or 
“ diſtinct exiſtence from ours, and may be properly ſaid to confiſt 
* of our whole military eſtabliſhment, with the exception only of 
„ our European infantry; and that they could not be withdrawn 
* without impoſing on the Company the additional burden of them, or 


. & diſbanding nine battalions of diſciplined ſepoys, and three regi- 


“ ments of horſe.” 

IX. That in the minute of conſultation aforeſaid, he, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, hath farther, in juſtification of the violent and 
arbitrary proceedings aforeſaid, aſſerted, that the arrangement of 
& meaſures between the Britiſh Government and their allies, the 
« native powers of India, muſt, in caſe of diſagreement about the 
« neceſſity thereof, be decided by the ſtrongeſt; and hath thereby ad- 
vanced a dangerous and moſt indecently-expreſſed poſition, ſubver- - 
five of the rights of allies, and tending to breed war and confuſion, 
inſtead of cordiality and 8 amongſt them, and to deſtroy 
a x - 
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Engliſh nation: and the ſaid Haſtings having farther, in the minute 
aforeſaid, preſumed to threaten to bring to puniſhment, if my in- 
« fluenee [his the ſaid Haſtings's influence] can produce that effect, 
cc thoſe incendiaries who have endeavoured to make themſelves the 
« inſtruments of diviſion between us, hath, as far as in him lay, 
obſtructed the performance of one of the moſt effential duties of a 


Prince, engaged in an unequal alliance with a preſiding ſtate—that - 


bf repreſenting the grievances of his ſubjects to that more powerful 
| Nate, by whoſe acts they ſuffer; leaving thereby the governing 

power in total ignorance of the effects of its own meaſures, and to 

the oppreſſed people no other choice than the alternative of an un- 
ualified ſubmiſſion, or a reſiſtance productive of conſequences more 
tal. k | ; 


X. That all relief being denied to the Nabob, in the manner and 


on the grounds aforeſaid, the demands of the Company on the ſaid 
Nabob in the year following, that is to ſay, in the year 1780, did 


amount to the enormous ſum of 1,400,0001. ſterling, and the diſtreſs 


of the province did rapidly increaſe. | 
XI. That the Nabob, on the 24th February of the ſame year, did 


again write to the Governor General, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, a 


letter, in which he expreſſed his conſtant friendſhip to the Company, 
and his ſubmiſſion and obedience to their orders; and aſſerting, that 
he had not troubled'them with any of his difficulties, truſting they 
would learn them from other quarters, and that he ſhould be re- 


neved by their friendſhip: «But ſhe aps] when the knife had pene- | 


& trated to the bone, and I was ſurrounded with ſuch heavy diſtreſſes, 
that I could no longer live in expectations, I then wrote an ac- 


count of my difficulties. The anſwer I have received to it is ſuch, 


that it has given me inexpreſſible grief and affliction. I never 
* had the leaſt idea or expectation from you and the Council, that 
« you would have given your orders in /o afflifting a manner, in 
„ which you never before awrote, and I could never have imagined. 1 
& have Jelivered up all my private papers to him, [the Reſident] 
that after examining my receipts and expences, he may take 
« whatever remains. That as I know it to be my duty to ſatisfy 
vou, [the Company and Council] I have not failed to obey in any 
„ inſtance; but requeſted of him, that it might be done fo as not to 
& diſtreſs me in my neceſſary expences. There being no other funds 
5 but thoſe for the expences of my mutſeddies, [clerks and account- 
„ ants] houfhold expences, and ſervants, &c. he demanded theſe 


& in ſuch a manner, that, being remedileſs, I was obliged to — * 
ons 


„ with what he required. He has accordingly ſtopped the pen 
« of my old ſervants for thirty years, whether ſepoys, [ ſoldiers] mutſed- 


« dies ſecretaries and accountants] or houſhold ſervants, and the expences" 


5 of my family and kitchen, together with the jaghires of my grandmother, 
ot 


er, and aunts, and of my brothers and dependants, which were for 
97 q | | 


& their Haber i © 2 
| XII. That in anſwer to the letter aforeſaid, the Reſident receiv- 

ed from the ſaid Warren Haſtings and Council, an order to perſevere 
in the demand to its fulleſt extent, that is to ſay, to the amount of 


1,400,0001; ſterling. Fs | 
* , - 4 : : XIII. 


All confilence of the Princes of India in the faith and Juſtice of the 
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XIII. That on the _ of May the Nabob replied, complain- 
u 


ing, in an humble and ſuppliant manner, of his diſtreſſed fituation; 
that he had at firſt oppoſed the aſſigning to the uſe of the Company 


the eſtates of his mother, of his grandmother, of one of his uncles, 


and of the ſons of another; but that, in obedience to the injune- 
tions of the gentlemen of the Council, it had been done, to the a-. 
mount, on the whole, of 80,000. ſterling a year, or thereabouts z 
that whatever effects were in the country, with even his table, his 
animals, and the falaries of his ſervants, were granted ju affign- 
ments: that beſides theſe, if they were reſolved again to compel 
him to give up the eſtates of his parents and relations, which were 
granted them for their maintenance, they were at the Company's 
diſpoſal ; ſaying, * If the Council have directed you to attach them, 
& doit: in the country no farther ſources remain. I have no means; 
for I have not a ſubſiſtence, —How long ſhall I dwell upon my 
misfortunes ?” 19 

XIV. That the truth of the ſaid remonſtrances was not diſputed, 
nor the tone in which they were written complained of, the ſame being 
ſubmiſſive, and even abject, though the cauſe (his diſtreſſes) was by 
the ſaid Haſtings, in a great degree, and in terms the moſt offenſive, 
attributed to the Nabob himſelf; but no relief was given, and the 
ſame unwarrantable eſtabliſhments were maintained, and the ſame 
ruinous expences were kept up. 

XV. That the ſaid | wha Haſtings having conſidered as in- 
cendiaries thoſe who adviſed the remonſtrances aforeſaid, and to pre- 
vent the ſame in future, having denounced vengeance on thoſe con- 
cerned therein, did, for the purpoſe of keeping in his own power all 
tepreſentations of the ſtate of the court and country aforefaid, and 
to ſubject both the one and the other to his own arbitrary will, and 

to draw to himſelf and to his creatures the management of the Na- 
bob's revenues, in defiance of the orders of the 8 of Directors, 
a ſecond time recall Mr. Briſtow, the Company's Reſident, from 
the Court of Oude; having once before recalled him, as the faid 
Directors expreſs themſelves, without the ſhadow of a charge be- 
& ing exhibited againſt him; and having on the occaſion and time 
now ſtated, produced no ſpecific charge againſt the faid Refident; 
and he, the ſaid Haſtings, did appoint Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. 
to ſucceed him, it being his declared principle, that he muſt have a 

rſon. of His own confidence in that ſituation. 

XVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had refuſed all 
relief to the diſtreſſes of the Nabob, in the manner aforeſaid, and 
had deſcribed thoſe who adviſed the repreſentation of the grievances 
of Oude as incendiaries, did himſelf, in a minute of the 21ſt of May 
1781, deſcribe that province * as fallen into a ſtate of great diſorder 
© and confuſion, and its reſources in an extraordinary degree di- 
« miniſhed; and did ſtate, that his preſence in the faid province 
was requeſted by the Nabob; and that unleſs ſome effectual mea- 
| ſures were taken for his relief, he [the Nabob] muſt be under the 
neceſſity of leaving his country, and coming down to Calcutta, to 


repreſent the ſituation of his government. And Mr. Wheler did de- 


clare, that the Governor General's repreſentation of the ſtate of that 
Province © was but too well founded; and was convineed that it 
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« would require his utmoſt abilities and powers, applied ind exer- 
* ciſed on the ſpot, to reſtore it to its former good order and afflu- 
i ence, A 

XVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conſequence of the 
minute aforeſaid, did grant to himſelf, and did procure the conſent 
of his only colleague, Edward Wheler, Eſq. to a commiſſion or 
delegation, with powers * to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in formin 
« ſuch regulations as may be neceſſary for the peace and g 
order of his government, the improvement of his revenue, 


and the adjuſtment of the mutual concerns ſubſiſting between 


„ him and the Company.” —And in the ſaid commiſſion or dele- 


gation, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did cauſe to be inſerted cer- 


tain powers and proviſions, of a new and dangerous nature, (that 


1s to lay) reciting the buſineſs before mentioned, he did convey to 
«+ ſuch authority to enforce the ſame, as the Governor Ge- 


* neral and Council might or could exerciſe, on occaſions in which they 


himſel 


« could be warranted to exerciſe the ſame; and to form and conclude 
& ſuch ſeveral engagements or treaties with the Nabob Vizier, the 
« Government 1 

* doſtan, as he ſhould judge expedient or neceſſary.“ Towards 
the concluſion of the act or inſtrument aforeſaid are the words fol- 
lowing, viz. © It is hereby declared, that all ſuch acts, and all 
46 ſuch engagements or treaties aforeſaid, ſhall be binding on the 
Governor General and Council, in the ſame manner, and as 
& effeftually, as if they had been done and paſſed by the ſpecific and im- 
« mediate concurrence and actual junction of the Governor General and 
% Council, in council aſſembled.”” And the ſaid powers were, by the 
| ſaid Warren Haſtings, given by himſelf and the ſaid Wheler, 
under the ſeal of the Company, on the 3d July 1781 


XVIII. That the ſaid commiſſion, delegating to him, the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, the whole functions of the Council, is deſtruc- 
tive to the conſtitution thereof, and is contrary to the Company's 
ſtanding orders, and is illegal. 1 W; 
XIX. That in virtue of thoſe powers, and the illegal delegation 
aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after he had finiſhed his bufi- 
neſs at Benares, did procure a meeting with the Nabob of Oude, at 
a place called Chunar, upon the confines of the country of Be- 
nares, and did there enter into a treaty, or pretended treaty, with 
the ſaid Nabob; one part of which the laid Warren Haſtings did 


pong was drawn up from a ſeries of requiſitions preſented to him 
* 


the Nabob, but which requiſitions, or any copy thereof, or of 
any other material document relative thereto, he did not at the time 
tranſmit to the Preſidency; the ſaid Warren Haſtings informing 
Mr. Wheler, that the Refident, Middleton, had taken the authentic 
papers relative to this tranſaction with him to Lucknow: and it 
does not appear that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ever reclaim the 


ſaid papers, in order to record them at the Preſidency, to be tranſ- 


| mitted to the Court of Directors, as it was his duty to do. | 

XX. That the purport of certain articles of the ſaid treaſury, on 
the part of the Company, was, that in conſideration of the Nabob's 
inability (which inability the preamble of the treaty aſſerts to have 
been © repeatedly and urgently repreſented”) to ſupport the ex- 


pences 


arar, and with any chiefs or powers of Hin- 


% 
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nces of the temporary brigade, and of three regiments of cavalry ', 
Lug alſo of the Britiſh officers, with their bas and of other 
gentlemen, who were then paid by him, the ſeveral corps aforeſaid, 
and the other gentlemen (with the exception of the Refident's 
office, then on the Nabob's lift, and a regiment of ſepoys for the Re- 
fident's guard) ſhould, after a term of two and a half months, be 

no longer at his [the Nabob's] charge.—“ The true meaning of 
this being, that no more troops than one brigade, and the pay 
and allowances of a reginfent of ſepoys,” (as afbreſaid to the Re- 
fident) amounting in the whole to 342, oool. a year, ſhould be paid 
by the Nabob. And that 20 officers, troops, or others, ſhould be put 
_ he FOOT eftabliſhment, excluſive of thoſe in the ſaid treaty 

ulated. OED 

XXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did defend and juſtify the 
ſaid articles, in which the troops 2 were to be removed from 
the Nabob's eſtabliſhment, by declaring as follows : That the 
„actual diſburſements to thoſe troops had fallen upon our own 
« funds, and that we ſupport a body of troops, eſtabliſhed ſolely for 
e the defence of the Nabob's poſſeſſions, a? our own expence. It is 
true, we charge the Nabob with this expence ; but the large ba- 
“% lance already due from him ſhews too juſtly the little proſpect 
e there was of diſengaging ourſelves from a burden which was daily 
„adding to our diſtreſſes, and muſt ſoon become in/upportable, 
e although it were granted that the Nabob's debt, then ſuffered to 
« accumulate, might at ſome future period be liquidated ; and that 
„ this meaſure would ſubſtantially effect an 1 t relief to the 
„ pecuniary diſtreſſes of the Company.“ e 
XII. That Nathaniel Middleton, the Reſident, did alſo de- 
elare, that he would at all times teſtify, that upon the plan of 
the foregoing years, the receipts from the Nabob were only 
ea deception, and not an advantage, but an injury to the Company; 

and © that a remiſſion to the Nabob, of this . ge burden, 
„ was a frofir to the Company.” And the ſaid Haſtings did aſſert, 
that the force of the Company was not leſſened by withdrawing the 
temporary troops; although (when it ſuited the purpoſe of the ſaid 
Haſtings, in denying juſt relief to the diſtreſſes of the ſaid Nabob of 
Oude) he had not fcrupled to aſſert the direct contrary of the po- 
fitions by him maintained in juſtification of the treaty of Chunar, 
having, in his minute aforeſaid, of the 15th of December 1779, 
aſſerted, ** that theſe troops” [the troops maintained by the Nabob 
of Oude] © had no ſeparate or diftin exiſtence, and may be properly 
„ ſaid to conſiſt of our whole military eſtabliſhment, with the ex- 
« ception only of our European infantry ; and that they could not 
„ be awvithdrawn, without im ofing on the Company the additional bur- 
den of their expence, or diſbanding nine battalions of diſciplined 
“ ſepoys, and three regiments of horſe.” 1 _ 
XXIII. That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in juſtification of 
his agreement to withdraw the troops aforeſaid from the territories | 
and pay of the Nabob of Oude, did farther declare, „that he had 
been too much accuſtomed to the tales of hoſtile preparation, and 
<« impending invaſions, againſt all the evidence of political proba- 
$ bility, to regard them as any other than phantoms, raiſed for 
. „ the 
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did truſt © all ideas of danger from the n powers was 
44 altogether viſionary; and that, even if they had been better 


1 founded, this mode of anticipating poſſible evils would be more 
% miſchievous than any thing they had reaſon to apprehend ;*”” and 
that the internal ſtate of the Nabob's dominions did not require the 


continuance of the ſaid troops; and that the Naboh, whoſe con- 

ac cern it was, and not ours, did affirm the ſame, notwithſtandin 
he, the ſaid Haſtings, had before, in anſwer to the humble ſuppli- 
[cations of the Nabob, aſſerted, that it was our part, and not his, 
4 to judge and determine in what manner, and at what time, they 


ac ſhould be reduced or withdrawn.” 


XXIV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ſupport of his mea- 


ure of withdrawing the ſaid brigade, and other troops, did alſo 
repreſent, that the remote ſtations of thoſe troops, placing the 
„% commanding officers beyond the notice and controul of the 
« Board, afforded too much opportunity and, temptation for un- 
4 warrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion of peculation 


% and rapacity throughout the whole army; and as an inſtance thereof, 


e that a Court Martial, compoſed of officers of rank and reſpect- 
& able characters, unanimouſly and honourably, * moſt honour- 
„ ably,” acquitted an officer upon an acknowledged fact, which in 
« times of ſtricter diſcipline would have been deemed a erime de- 


% ſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment.” 
XXV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in the letter afore- 


Taid contradicted all the grounds and reaſons by him aſſigned for 
Keeping up the aforeſaid eſtabliſhment, and having declared his 
own conviction, that the whole was a fallacy and impoſition, and 
a detriment to the Company inſtead of a benefit, circumſtances (if 
they are true) which he might and ought to have well known, was 
guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor, in carrying on the im- 
ſture and deluſion aforeſaid, and in continuing an inſupportable 
urden and grievance upon the Nabob for ſeveral years, without 
attending to his repeated ſupplications to be relieved therefrom, to 
the utter ruin of his country, and to the deſtruction of the diſ- 
cipline of the Britiſh troops, by diffuſing among them a general 
ſpirit of peculation ; and the ſaid Haſtings hath committed a griev- 
ous offence in upholding the ſame pernicious ſyſtem, until by his 
own confeſſion and declaration, in his minute of the 21ſt of May 


1781, © the evils had grown to ſo great an height, that exertions | 
* will be required more powerful than can be made through the 


« delegated authority of the ſervants of the Company now in the 
« province; and that he was far from ſanguine in his expectations, 
6% that even Bis own endeavours would be attended with much fuc- 
b* ceſs. | | 

5 XXVI. That at the time of making the ſaid treaty, and at the 
time when, under colour of the diſtreſs of the Nabob of Oude, 
and the failure of all other means for his relief, he the ſaid Haſtings 


broke the Company's faith with the parents of the Nabob, and firſt 
encouraged, and afterwards compelled him to deſpoil them of their 
landed eſtates, money, jewels, and houſehold goods; and while 


the ſaid Nabob continued heavily in debt to the Company, he 2 
Adds thi 


« 


u the purpoſe of perpetuating or multiplying commands; and he 


ation 0) 
Thus! 
ſelf, be 


- 


* 


faid Warren Haſtings did, „ without heſitation, accept of, and 


receive from, the Nabob of Oude, and his miniſters, (who are no- 
toriouſly known to be not only under his influence, but under his 
abſolute command) a bribe, or unlawful gift or preſent, of one 
hundred thouſand pounds — and upwards :z—That, even if 
the ſaid pretended gift could be 8 to be voluntary, it was 
contrary to the expreſs proviſion of the regulating act of the 13th 
year of his Majeſty's reign, prohibiting the receipt of all prefents 
upon any pretence whatſoever, and contrary to his own ſenſe of 
the true intent and meaning of the ſaid act, declared upon a ſimilar, 
but not ſo ſtrong a caſe ; that is, where the ſervice done, and the. 
preſent-offered in return for it, had taken place before the promul- 
tion of the above laws in India; on that occaſion he declared, 
« that the excluſion, by an act of Parliament, admitted of 
& abatement or evaſion, wherever its authority extended.“ . 
XXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, confiding in an intereſt 
which he ſuppoſed himſelf to have formed in the Eaſt-India Houſe, 
did endeavour to prevail on the Court of Directors to violate the 
ſaid act, and to ſuffer him to appropriate the money, ſo illegally 
accepted by him, to his own profit, as a reward for his ſervices. | 
XXVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings has fince declared to 
the Court of Directors, that when fortune threw a ſum in his way 
(meaning the ſum of money above mentioned) of a magnitude which 
could not be concealed, he choſe to apprize his employers of it ; thereb 
. confeffing, that but for the magnitude of the ſame rendering it die 
ficult to be concealed, he never would have diſcovered it to them. 
And the ſaid unlawful preſent being received at the time when, for 
reaſons directly contradictory of all his former recorded. decla= 
rations, he did agree to remove the aforeſaid troops from the Na- 
bob's dominions, and to recal the penſioners aforeſaid, it muſt be 
preſumed, that he did not agree to give the relief (which he had 
before ſo obſtinately refuſed) upon the grounds and motives of juſ- 
tice, policy, or humanity, but in confideration of the ſum of mo- 
ney aforeſaid, which in a time of ſuch diſtreſs in the Nabob's affairs 
could not be rationally given, except for thoſe and other conceſ- 
ſions, ſtipulated for in the ſaid treaty, but which had on former 
occaſions been refuſed. . _ | | 
XXIX. That, notwithſtanding his, the ſaid Warren Haſtings's, 
receipt of the 100,000]. as aforeſaid, he did violate every one of 
the ſtipulations of the ſaid treaty; and particularly he did continue 
in the country and in the ſervice of the Nabob of Oude thoſe 
troops which he had ſo recently ſtipulated to withdraw from his 
country, and to take from his eſtabliſhment ; for, upon the 24th of 
December following, he did order the temporary brigade, making 
ten battalions of 500 men each, to be again put on the Vizier's 
liſt; although he had recently informed the Court of Directors, 
through Edward Wheler, Eſq. that any benefit to be derived from 
the Nabob's paying that brigade was a Fallacy and a deception, and 
that the ſame was a charge upon the Company, and not an allevi- 
ation of its diſtreſſes, as well as an inſupportable burden to the Nabob. 
Thus having, within a ſhort ſpace of time, twice contradicted him- 


ſelf, both in declaration and in conduct. wy 
1 | XXX. That 


* 
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XXX. That this meaſure, in direct violation of a treaty of not three 
months duration, was ſo injudicious, that in the opinion of the aſſiſtant 
refident, Johnſon, nothing leſs than blows could effect it.“ He, 
the ſaid reſident, farther adding, “ that the Nabob was not even 
« able to pay off the arrears n due to it [the new brigade]; 
% and that the troops being all in arrears, and no poſſibility of 
* <« preſent payment, ſo large a body aſſembled here, [viz. at 
Lucknow] without any means to check and control them, 
& nothing but diforder could follow. As one proof that the Na- 
46. bob is as badly off for funds as we are, I may inform you, that 
* his cavalry roſe this day upon him, and went all armed to the 
palace, to demand from thirteen to eighteen months arrears, and . 
„ were with great difficul rſuaded to retire, which was pro- 
ce bably more effected by a body of troops getting under arms to go 
« acainſt them than any conſideration.” But the letter of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſquire, of the 24th of December, giving the above or- 
ders for the infraction of the treaty, and to which the letter, 
from whence the foregoing extracts are taken, is an-anſwer, doth 
not appear, any otherwiſe than as the ſame is recited in the ſaid anſwer. 

XXXI. That, notwithſtanding the diſorders and deficiencies in the 
revenue aforefaid had continued and increaſed, and that three ve 
large balances had accumulated, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ne 
the treaſury accounts at Calcutta to be examined and ſcrutiniz- 
| ed, and an account of another arrear, compoſed of various articles, 
pretended to have accumulated during ſeven years previous to the 
year 1779, (the articles compoſing which, if they had been juſt, 
ought to have been charged at the times they ſeverally became 
due) was ſent to the reſident, and payment thereof demanded, to 
the amount of 260,000l. ſterling ; which unexpected demand, in 
ſo diſtreſſed a ſituation, did not a little embarraſs the Nabob. 
But whilſt he and his miniſters were examining into the ſaid un- 
expected demand, another, and fifth balance, made up of timilar 
forgotten articles, was demanded, to the amount of 140, oool. ſter- 
ling more; which ſaid two laſt demands did ſo terrify and con- 
found the Nabob and his miniſters, that they declared that the 
reſident “ — at once take the country, ſince juſtice was out 
„of the queſtion,” 

XXXII. That the ſaid Haſtings, in order to add to the confuſion, 
perplexity, and diſtreſs of the Nabob's affairs, did ſend to his 
Court (in which he had already a reſident and aſſiſtant reſident) 
two ſecret agents, Major Palmer and Major Davy, and did in- 
ſtruct Major Palmer to make a variety of new claims, one of a 
Joan to the company of 600,000l. ſterling, although he well knew 
the Nabob was himſelf heavily in arrear to the company, and was 
utterly unable to diſcharge the ſame, as well as in arrear to his own 
troops and to many individuals, and that he borrowed (when he 
could at all borrow) at an intereſt of near thirty per cent. To 
this demand was added a new bribe or unlawful preſent 'to him- 
ſelf, tothe amount of 100, oool. ſterling, which he did not refuſe 
as unlawful, and of evil example, but as indelicate in the Nabob's 
Preſent fituation ; and did, as if the fame was his own property, 

_ preſume to diſpoſe of it, and to deſire the transfer of it, as of his 
h 2 SE own 
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own bounty, to the Company his maſters. To this ſecond de- 
mand, he, the ſaid Haſtings, added a third demand, of 120, oool. 
ſterling, for four additional regiments on the Nabob's liſt, after 
he had ſolemnly engaged to take off the ten with which it had 
been burdened ; the whole of the claims, through his private agent 
aforeſaid, making the ſum of 820,000}. ſterling. _ 5385 

XXXIII. That the demands, claims, &c. made by the ſaid War- 

ren Haſtings upon the Government of Oude, in that year, amount- 
ed to the enormous ſum of 2, 530, oool. ſterling, which (joined to 
the arrears to troops, and ſome internal failures, amounting to 


2555,;o00l. ſterling more) the whole charge aroſe to 2, 785, oool, 


ſterling, which was conſiderably more than double the net produce 
of the Nabob's revenue, the ſame only amounting to 1, 4 50, oool. 
& nominal revenue, never completely realized.“ | 5 
XXXIV. That, towards providing for theſe extravagant de- 
mands, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did direct and authorize an- 
other breach of the public faith, given in the treaty of Chunar. 
For whereas, by the ſecond article of the treaty aforeſaid, it was left 
to the Nabob's diſcretion, whether or not he ſhould reſume the land- 
ed eſtates, called the Jaghires, within his dominions; and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid Haſtings, in defence of the ſaid article, did de- 
clare, that the Nabob ſhould be left to the exerciſe of his own au- 
thority and pleaſure reſpecting them, yet he the ſaid Haſtings did 
authorize a violent compulſion to be uſed towards the ſaid Nabob, 
for accompliſhing an univerſal confiſcation of that ſpecies of land- 
ed property; and in ſo doing he did alſo compel the Nabob to 
break his faith with all the landholders of that deſcription, not 
only in violating the aſſurance of his own original grants, but his 
aſſurance recently given, when, being preſſed by the company, he, 
the Nabob, had made a temporary ſeizure of the profits of the 
lands aforeſaid, in the manner of a compulſory loan; for the re- 
yment of which he gave his bonds and obligations: and although 

e had at the ſame time ſolemnly pledged his faith that he never 
would again reſort to the like oppreſſive meaſure, yet he, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, did cauſe him to be compelled to confiſcate the 
eſtates of at leaſt fixty-ſeven of the principal perſons of his country, 
comprehending therein his own neareſt relations, and the ancient 
friends and dependants of his family: the annual value of the 
faid eſtates thus confiſcated, amounting to 435, oo0l. ſterling, or 
thereabouts, upon an old valuation, but ſtated by the reſident, 


XXXV. That the violent and unjuſt meaſure aforeſaid, ſubver- 


Middleton, as being found to yield conſiderably more. 


five of property, utterly deſtructive of ſeveral ancient and conſider- 


able families, and moſt diſhonourable to the Britiſh Government, 
did produce an univerfal diſcontent, and the greateſt confuſion 
throughout the whole country; the ſaid confiſcated lands being on 
this occaſion put to rack rents, and the people grievouſly oppreſſed. 
And, to prevent a poſſibility of redreſs, at leall for a confiderable 
time, the ſaid confiſcated eſtates were mortgaged (it appearing othet- 


wiſe impracticable to make an + nary towards ſatisfying the ex- 


orbitant demands of the ſaid Haſtings) for a great ſum, to certain 
vſurious bankers or money 8 at Benares. XXXVI. 
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- XXXVI. That beſides theſe enormous demands, which were in 
part made for the ſupport of ſeveral corps of troops under Bri- 
tiſh officers, which, by the treaty of Chunar, ought to have been 
removed, very large extra charges, not belonging to the military 
liſt of the ſaid Nabob, and ſeveral civil charges and penſions were 
continued, and others newly put on, ſince the treaty of Chunar ; 


namely, an allowance to Sir Eyre Coote of 15,554 rupees per 


month, (being upwards of 18,6641. ſterling a year) and an allowance 
to Trevor Wheler, Eſquire, of 5000 rupees per month, (or 6000l. 
ſterling, and upwards, ayear) and the whole of the ſettled charges, not 
of a military nature, to Britiſh ſubjects, did amount to little leſs than 
1 40,0001. yearly ; and if other allowances, not included in the eſti- 
mate, were added, would greatly exceed that ſum, beſides much more 
which may juſtly be ſuſpected to have been paid, no part whereof 
Had at that time been brought forward to any public account. 
- XXXVII. That the commander of one of theſe corps, of whoſe 
burden the ſaid Nabob did complain, was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alexander Hannay, who did farm the revenues of certain diſtricts, 
called Baraitch and Gorachpore, which the ſaid Haſtings, in the 
oth article of his inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, did eſtimate at 2 
lacks of rupees, or 230, oool. per annum; but under his, the ſaid 
Hannay,s management, the collections did very greatly decline ; 
complaints were made that the countries aforeſaid were harafſed 
and oppreſſed, and the ſame did fall into confuſion ; and at laſt the 
inhabitants broke out into a general rebellion, 10 
XXXVIII. That the far greater part of the ſaid heavy liſt was 
authorized or ordered by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for the 
purpoſe of extending his own corrupt influence. For it doth ap- 


pear, that, at the time when he did pretend, in conformity to 


the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, to remove the company's ſervants, 
4e c:vi] and military, from the court and ſervice of the Vizier,” 


he did aſſert, that he thereby did“ diminiſh his own influence, as 


<< well as that of his colleagues, by narrowing the line of patronage ;** 
which proves, that the offices, penſions, and other emoluments 
aforeſaid; in Oude, were of his patronage, as his patronage could 
not be diminiſned by taking away the ſaid offices, &c. unleſs the 
ſame had been ſubſtantially of his gift; and he did, at the time 
of the pretended reformation 3 expreſs both his knowledge 
of the exiſtence of the ſaid exceſſive and abuſive eſtabliſhments, 
and his ſenſe of his duty in taking them away; for in agreeing to the 
article in the treaty of Chunar, for aboliſhing the ſaid ablikwents 
he did declare himſelf © actuated ſolely by motives of juſfice to the 


#4 Nabob and a regard to the honour of our national character; and, 


according to his repreſentation, the ſaid ſervants of the Company, 
civil and military, “by their numbers, their influence, and the 
te enormous amount of their ſalaries, penſions and emoluments, were 
-66 an intolerable burden an the revenues aud authority of the Vizier; 
and expoſed us to the envy and reſentment of the whole country, by 
excluding the native ſervants and adherents of the Vizier from 
-4 the rewards of their ſervices and attachment.“ | 
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XXXIX. That the revenue of the country being anticipated, 
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mortgaged, and dilapidated b the counſel, concurrence, con- 
nivance, and influence, and often by the direct order of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, the whole civil government, magiſtracy, and 
adminiſtration of juſtice, gradually declined, and at length totally 


ceaſed, through the whole of the vaſt provinces which compoſe the 


territory of Oude ; and no power was viſible therein, but that of 
the farmers of the revenue, attended by bodies of troops to enforce 
the collections; inſomuch that robberies, aſſaſſinations, and acts 
of every deſcription of outrage and violence, were perpetrated with 
impunity ; and even in the capital city of Lucknow, the ſeat of 
the ſovereign power, there was no court of juſtice whatever to take 


cognizance of ſuch offences, . 
XI.. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when he did interfere in 
the government of Oude, was obliged by his duty to interfere for 
the good purpoſes of government, and not merely for the purpoſes 
of extorting money therefrom, and enriching his own dependants 
which latter purpoſe alone he did effect in the manner before men- 
tioned, but not one of the former. For the ſaid Haſtings, 
paving procured the extraordinary powers given by and to 
himſelf by his delegation of the 3d of July 1781, did declare 
the ſame to be for the purpoſe, among many others, of  affiſt- 
„ing the Nabob Vizier in forming ſuch regulations as may be 
* neceſſary for the peace and good order of his government, 
„ and the improvement of his revenue.” And in conſequence 
of the ſaid powers the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the treaty 
of Chunar, obtain an article from the Nabob, by which the ſaid 
Nabob did promiſe to attend to his advice in the reformation 
of his civil adminiſtration ; and he did give certain inſtructions to 
the Reſident, Middleton, to which he did require him to yield zhe 
mat implicit obedience ; and did in one article thereof direct him to 
urge the Nabob to endeavour gradually, if it could not be done at 
once, to eſtabliſh courts of adawlet [juſtice], and that the darogas 
[chief criminal magiſtrates], moulabies [conſulting or aſſiſtant 
lawyers], and other officers, ſhould: be ſelected by the miniſters, 
with his, the Reſident's, concurrence ; and afterwards, in his in- 
ſtructions to the Reſident, Briſtow, defiring him to purſue the ſame 
object, he declared his opinion, * that the want of ſuch courts, and 
te the extreme licentiouſneſs occaſioned thereby, is one of the moſt 
“ diſreputable defects in his Highneſs the Nabob's government. 
And that, while they do not exiſt, every man knows the hazard 
„ which he incurs in lending his money.“ But he did give him, 
the ſaid Refident, no poſitive inſtruction concerning the — ſup⸗ 
poſing the eſtabliſhment of ſuch courts a matter of diſſiculty; and 
did therefore leave him a latitude in his proceedings therein. 
XLI. That the ſaid Reſident Briſtow did, however, in confor- 
Pity to the ſaid inſtructions, at laſt given with ſuch latitude, en- 
eavour to gon on the. ſaid miniſter gradually to introduce 


| courts of juſfice for the cognizance of cximes, by beginning to 


to the Mahomedan law in the city: of Lucknow. | But Hyder Be 
Khin, à mipiſter of the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ine an 


eſtabliſh a criminal court under a native judge, to judge pier Be 


158 e 


ſolely dependent upon him, did elude and obſtruct, and in the end UN 


totally defeat the eſtabliſhment of the ſame. . 
XLII. That the obſtruction aforeſaid, and the evil conſequences 
thereof, were duly repreſented to the ſaid Haſtings; and, though 


the ſaĩd Haſtings had made it the fourth article of a criminal charge 


againſt the Refident Middleton, © that he did not report to the Go- 


« vernor General, or to the Board, the progreſs which he had 


c made from time to time in his endeavours to comply with his 
« inſtructions; and that, if he met with any impediments in the 
execution of them, he had omitted to ſtate thoſe impediments, 
<« and to apply for freſh orders upon them; yet he, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, did give no manner of ſupport to the Refident Briſtow againſt 
the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, — did not even anſwer ſeveral of his 
letters, the ſaid Briſtow's letters, ſtating the ſaid impediments, or 


take any notice of his remonſtrances; but did at length revoke his 


own inſtructions, prongs that he, the ſaid Reſident, ſhould not 
preſume to act upon the fame; and yet did not furniſh him with 


any others upon which he might act, but did uphold the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan in the obſtruction by him given to the performance of 


the firſt and fundamental duty of all government; namely, the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, and the protection of the lives and pro- 
perty of the ſubject againſt wrong and violence. | : 
XLIII. That the ſaid Haſtings did afterwards proceed to the 
length of criminating the Refident Briſtow aforeſaid, for his endea- 
yours to eſtabliſh the ſaid neceſſary court, as an invaſion of the 
rights of the Nabob's government; when, if the Nabob, in his 
own proper perſon and character, and not the aforeſaid Hyder Beg 
(who was a creature of the ſaid Haſtings) had oppoſed the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of juſtice in the ſaid country, it was the duty of the ſaid 
_ Haſtings to have preſſed the ſame upon him by every exertion of 


His influence, And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his pretended 


attention to the Nabob's authority, when exerciſed by his the ſaid 
Haſtings's miniſter, to prevent the eſtabliſhment of courts of juſtice 
for the protection of life and property, at the ſame time taat he did 
not heſitate, in the caſe of the confiſcation of the Jaghires, and the 
2338 againſt the mother and grandmother of the Nabob, 


actions which overturned all the laws of property, and offered 


violence to all the ſentiments of natural affection and duty; and 


acculing at the ſame time his inſtruments for not going to the ut - 


moſt lengths in the execution of his ſaid orders, is guilty of an 


high crime and miſdemeanor. 5 > 
XLIV. That the ſaid Haſtings did highly aggravate his offence, 
In difeontinuing and diſcouraging the re-eſtabliſhment of magi- 
ſtracy, law, and order, in the country of Oude, inaſmuch as he 
did in the eighth article of his inſtructions to the Reſident, order 
him to exerciſe powers which ought to have been exerciſed by law- 
ful magiſtrates, and in a manner agreeable to law. And in the 
faid article he did ſtate the prevalence of rebellion in the ſaid 
country of Oude, as if rebellion could exiſt in a country in which 


there was no y, and no protection for life or property, and 


y » 


otally to ſuperſede his authority, and to force his inclinations in 
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he himſelf ſtates the exerciſe of Britiſh authority to be an abſolute 
uſurpation: and he did accordingly direct a rigorous proſecution 
againſt the offence of rebellion under ſuch circumſtances, but 
_ & with a fair and impartial inquiry; when he did not permit the 
_ eſtabliſhment of thoſe courts of juſtice and magiſtracy, by which 
alone rebellion could be prevented, or a fair and impartial inquiry 
relative to the ſame could be had. And particularly he did initruct 
the ſaid Reſident to obtain the Nabob's order for employing ſome 
ſure means for apprehending certain zemindars, and particularly 
three, in the inſtruction named, whom he, the ſaid Haſtings, did 
.cauſe, upon what he calls good information, founded upon. ſome 
facts, to which he aſſerts he has the teſtimony of ſeveral witneſſes, 
that they had the deſtruction of Colonel Hannay, and the officers 
“ under his command, as their immediate object and ultimately 
« the extirpation of the Engliſh influence and power throughout 
„all the Nabob's dominions;“ and that they did ſtill perſevere in 
their rebellious conduct without deviation, though the Nabob's, 
and not our Government, was then the object of it.” And he 
did direct the ſaid Reſident, that, if it ſhould appear, © on @ fair aud 
& regular inquiry, that their conduct towards the Nabob had been 
& ſuch as it had been reported to be, to infiſt upon the Nabob's 
ec puniſhing them with death; and to treat with the ſame rigour 
„ every zemindar, and every ſubject, who ſhall be the leader in a 
* rebellion againſt his authority.“ | | 
XLV. That the crime of the ſaid Haſtings, in his procedure 
aforeſaid, was farther highly aggravated by his having received 
information of ſeveral ſtriking circumſtances, which ſtrongly indi- 
cated the neceſſity of a regular magiſtracy and a legal judicature, 
from the total failure of juſtice, affecting not only the ſubjects at 
large, but even the reigning family itſelf; as alſo of the cauſes 
why no legal magiſtracy could exiſt, and why the Princes of the 
reigning family were not only expoſed to the attacks of aſſaſſins, 
but even to a want of the protection which might be had from 
their ſervants and attendants, who were driven from their maſters 
for want of that maintenance which the Princes their maſters could 
not procure even for themſelves, And the circumſtances aforeſaid 
were detailed to him, the ſaid Haſtings, by the Refident Briſtow, in 
a letter from Lucknow, dated the 29th January 1784, to the Go- 
vernor General, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the Council of 
Bengal, in the terms following : | 5 | ; 
„The frequent robberies and murders perpetrated in his Excel- 
„ lency's the Vizier's dominions have been too often the ſubject of 
my repreſentations to your honourable Board. From the total 
« want of police, hardly a day elapſes but I am informed of ſome 
tragical event, whereof the bare recital is ſhocking to humanity. 
„ About two months ſince an attempt was made to aſſaſſinate Rajah 
& Ticket Roy, the acting Miniſter's confidential agent; but he 
„ happily eſcaped unhurt. Nabob Bahadre, his Highne/*'s brother, 
„ has not been ſo fortunute, as will appear from tranſlations of 
4 two of his letters to me, No. I. which I have the honour to in- 


6 cloſe for your information. Although my feelings are 2 
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hurt, and my compaſſion ſtrongly excited by the Ager 


« and miſerable flate of poverty to which his Excellency's brothers are 
© reduced, yet, fituated as J am, it is not in my power to interfere 
« with effect. My efforts on a former occaſion failed of ſucceſs, 
„ and my interpoſition now would only excite the reſentment of the Mi. 
vier towards the unhappy ſufferers, in conſequence of their appli» 
cation to me, from whom ALONE, however, they hope for relief” from 
their preſent diſtreſs; which, their near connection with the Vi- 
« zier conſidered, is both ſhameful and unprecedented, That no 
4 regular courts of juſtice have been eſtabliſhed in this country is 
« particularly pointed at in my inſtructions as the moſt diſreputable 
defect in his Highneſs's government; yet the Miniſter ſeems de- 
< termined on aboliſhing even the ſhadow of ſo neceſſary an inſti- 
tc tution. The office of Chief Juſtice, as held by Molovy Moro- 
« bine, was ever nugatory ; but now it is ſunk into the loweſt 
« contempt. The original eſtabliſhment, inadequate as it was, is 
4 mouldering away, and the officers now attached to it are literally 
« ſtarving, as no part of their allowance has been paid for above 
< fix months paſt. He himſelf has propoſed to refign his appoint- 
< ment, being every way precluded from a poſlibility of exerciſing 
& the duties of it.“ 1 
XLVI. That it appears by the ſaid letter, and the papers there - 
with tranſmitted, as well as other documents in the ſaid correſpon- 
dence, that, in conſequence of the diſtreſs brought upon the Nabob's 
finances, certain of the Princes his brethren, the children of Sujah 
ul Dowlah, the late Sovereign of the country, were put upon pen- 
fions unſuitable to their birth and rank, and by the miſmanagement 
of the Miniſter aforeſaid (appointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings) 
for two years together no conſiderable part of the ſaid inadequate 
penſion was paid; and not being able to maintain the attendants 
neceſſary for their | pages in a city in which all magiſtracy and 
| Juſtice was aboliſhed, they were not only liable to ſuffer the greateſt 
extremities of penury, but their lives were expoſed to the attempts 
of aſſaſſins. The condition of one of the ſaid Princes, called the 


Nabob Bahadur, being by himſelf ſtrongly expreſſed in three letters 


to the ſaid Refident Briſtow, the firſt dated the 28th of December 
1783; the ſecond, the 7th of January 1784; and «he third, the 
15th of January 1784; which letters were duly.tranſmitted in the 
diſpatch of the 29th of the ſame month, to Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
and are as follow : | 


% Your own ſervant carried you the account of what he himſelf 


4 was an eye-witneſs to, after the affair of laſt night. Theſe are 
« the particulars :—About midnight my aunt received twelve 
« wounds from a ruffian, of which ſhe died. I alſo received fix 
ec ſucceſſive ſtabs, which alarmed the people of the houſe, who ſet 


* up a ſhouting; whereupon the aſſaſſin run off. Befides being 


« evithout food, or the means of providing any, this misfortune has 
« befallen me. 7 am deſirous of ſending the coffin to your door. It is 
« your duty, both for the ſake of God and of Chriſt, to execute 
„ juſtice, and to enquire what harm I have done to the murderer 


* ſufficient to deſerve aſſaſſination, or even injury. You now fand 


J i Mw 

« ;n the place of bis Eærelſꝶic; the Pier. I requeſt you will do ne 
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P. S. „ am alſo defirous to ſhew you my wounds.” 
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From the ſame, 29th January 1784. 
% You have been duly informed of all the circumſtances relatiye 
<« both to the murder of the innocent, and of my being wounded, 
« .az well by my former letter,vas by the meſſenger whom you ſent to 
«inquire into the ſtate of my health; and I have every reaſon to 
„ hope, from your known kindneſs, that you will not be deficient 
„ in ſeeking out the aſſaſſin. I am at this moment overwhelmed in 
« "misfortune. N hilſt the blood is flowing from my wounds, neither I. 
% zor my children, nor my ſervants, have wherewithal. to procure ſubſi- 
„ tence; nor have I it in my power either to purchaſe remedies, or to 
e reward the phyfleian— Zis for the ſake of God alone that he attends 
ne. Thus loaded with calamity upon calamity, I am unable to 
.« ſupport life, for I find no relief from any affliction either day or 
« night. Do you now ſtand in the place of my father; grant me 
* freſh life by ſpeedy acts of benevolence. . . > 
For theſe two laſt years his Excellency eſtabliſhed a penſion. 
“ for me of twenty thouſand rupees; but I never recerved-the full 
“% amount of it, either laſt year or the year before. Should it, 
% however, be paid me, though inadequate to my defires, I ſhall 
« ſtill be enabled to ſupport myſelf. From the beginning of this. 
« year to the preſent time I have not received a farthing, nor do I 
te expect any, though, if you afford protection to the oppreſſed, all 
« my wiſhes will be accompliſhed. I was deſirous of waiting on 
«you with my family, that you might be an eye witneſs to their 
condition; but T'was adviſed not to ſtir out on account of my 
„wounds. What more can I ſay?” "4+ 


The following Extracts are made from the third Letter from the 
ſame Prince, dated January 15, 1784: _ 
The particulars of the late and unforeſeen misfortune with 
 «'which I have been overwhelmed, are not unknown unto you; that 
«© the innocent blood of my aunt, he N ruler f my family, 
« was ſhed, and, in the ſame manner, I too was wound 4. Until 
« now I feel the pain and affſiction of my wounds; and zo perſon 
“ has regarded my ſolicitations for redreſs, ſought after the aſſaſſin, 
% and brought him to condign puniſhment, yourſelf excepted,”--= In like 
„ manner, as the honourable Governor General has adopted my 
„ brother, Saadut Ally Cawn, for his ſon, and relieved him from 
„ the vexation, affliction, and dependence of this place, would it 
6 be extraordinary that you alſo ſhould, in your bounty and fa- 
« your, conſent to adopt me, who do not poſſeſs the neceſſaries of 
« life, and permit me to attend you to whatever part of the world 
* you may travel, whereby I ſhall at all times derive honour and 
„ advantage? Formerly us three brothers, Saadut Ally, Myrza 
„ Tungly, and I, the poor and oppreſſed, were, in the preſence of 
our bleſſed father, whoſe ſoul reſts in heaven, treated alike. , 
« Now the miniſters of this — put me upon a argon 
ao - « wit 
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ct with-our younger brothers, who have lately left the Zennana, 
& ind whoſe expences are ſmall. On this ſcale, which is in every 
«< reſpe& inſufficient for my maintenance, they pay the pitifal 
4 allowance only when it is their pleaſure to do it. My ſituation has 
4 for years paſt been increaſing in wretchedneſs, to a degree that 
4 of hunger. My diftreſſes are ſo eat, that 1 have not been able to 
"0 2 a 5 3 or the cure of my wounds ; and they tos 

* are diſcouraged from affording me their aſfiftance, or Furniſbin me 


dc cvith medicines. How then is it poſſible for me to exiſt? Con- 
e ſidering you as my-patron, participating in my afflictions, I have 


« repreſented the circumſtances concerning my ſituation; and I 
hope, from your friendſhip, that you will honour me with a 
44 favourable anſwer.” | | f 


XLII. The Reſident Briſtow did alſo receive a ſtrong appli- 
cation from three others of the brethren of the reigning ſovereign 


called Mirza Hyder Ali, Mirza Ennayut Ali, and Mirza Syef Ali, 
repreſenting their very pitiable caſe, in a letter of the gth of March 


1783s in which, among other particulars, are contained the fol- 
owing : 

Our fituation is not fit to be repreſented. For ku years we 
« have not received a hubba on account of our tuncaw, [affigument 
* on the revenue] though the Miniſters have annually charged a 
1% lack of rupees, and never paid us any thing. After all, we are 
« the ſons of Sujab ul Dowlah ! It is ſurpriſing, having ſuch a friend 
tas you, our ſituation is arrived at that paſs, that we ſhould be in 
« diſtreſs for dry bread and clothes. Whereas you have done many 
* generous acts, be pleaſed ſo to ſhew us your favour, that, b 
co — means, we may receive our allowances from the Company's 
*« treaſury, and not be obliged to depend upon and. ſolicit others. 
8 | EE 

XLVIII. That one of the princes aforeſaid, called the Mirza 
Jungly, about the beginning of 
from the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, and to leave his couutry 
and connections; and, as the Reſident Briſtow, writing from Luck- 


now, hath obſerved, © he went to try his fortune at other courts, 


4 in preference to ſtarying at home, which might have been his 
fate, by all accounts, at this place.” And the ſaid Prince ſought 
for ſuccour at the court of one of the neighbouring — <4 
Princes; but, conceiving ſome diſguſt at the treatment he met with 
there, he departed from thence, and, on the 8th of February 1783, 
arrived at the Mahratta camp, while David Anderſon, Eſq. was 
there in the character of Miniſter Plenipotentiary to the Company, 
with a view, if his reception there ſhould not prove anſwerable to 
dis wiſhes, to paſs on to the ſouthward. And the ſaid Anderſon, 
probably confidering this event as of very great importance to the 
honour of the Britiſh Government, as well as to its intereſt, on the 
one hand, by exhibiting the ſon and brother of a ſovereign Prince, 
from whom the Company had received many millions of money, a 
fugitive from his country, and a wanderer for bread through the 
courts of India ; and, on the other, the conſequences which might 
ariſe from the Mahrattas having in their paſſeſſion, and under theit 


anfluence, 


« 7 am in want of daily bread, and my ſervants and animals are dying 


the year 1783, was obliged to fly 
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influence, a ſon of the late Nabob of Oude, did, without delay, ad- 
wiſe Warren Haſtings, Efq. of the event aforeſaid ; and he did alſo 
write to Mr. Briſtow, the Reſident at the Court of the Nabob Vi- 
Zier, ſeveral letters of the gth and 2oth of February, and of the 6th 
of March, and 6th of April 1783, in order that ſome ſteps ſhould be 
taken far his return, and eſtabliſhment in his own country. And 
the ſaid Anderſon did inform the Refident Briſtow, in his letter 
aforeſaid, that, ou the arrival of the fugitive Prince, brather of the 
reigning ſovereign of Oude, at the Mahratta camp, he did cauſe his 
tent to be pitched cloſe to that of Mr. Anderſon ; but finding this not 
agreeable to the Mahratta General, Scindia, he afterwards removed; 
and that he ſhewed a ſtrong attachment to the Engliſh, and was in- 
clined to throw himſelf upon their generoſity ; that he wes defirous 
of going to Calcutta, and declared, that if he, the ſaid Anderſon, 
„ would give him the ſmalleſt encouragement, he would quit all his 
& followers, and come alone, and would take up his reſidence under 
& his protection.” And the ſaid Anderſon did declare, that he 
thought it would be policy, and much to the credit of our Go- 
„ vernment, that ſome proviſion ſhould be made for Mirza Jungly. 
6& in our territories.” . | | | 5 | 0 
XLIX. That the ſaid Briſtow did repreſent the aforeſaid eircum- 
ſtances to Heyder Beg Cawn, Miniſter to the Naboh of Oude, de- 
claring it his opinion, „that his Highgeſs's brothers thus taking 
„ refuge with a foreign Prince is a reflection upon the Vjzier ; anc 
„ it would be adviſeable that an allowance ſhould be granted to 
4 him, upon the footing of his brothers, that he might remain in 
& the preſence.” But the Nabob was induced to refuſe to his bro- 
ther any offer of any allowance beyond the zool, per mouth allowed, 
but not paid, to his other brothers; and which the ſaid Prince did 
obſerve to Mr. Anderſon, & that it was not only inadequate to his ex- 
& pences, but infinitely leſs (as the truth was) than what his Excel- 
15 a has ſcttled on many perſons of inferior rank, who have not 
“ ſogood a claim to his ſupport; and that it would not be ſufficient, 
& to enable him to live at Lucknow, where all his friends and re- 
& lations were, and fo many of his inferiors lived in a ftate of afflue 
„ ence,” In caſe, therefore, it could not be increaſed, he requeſted 
leave to live in the Company's provinces, or at Calcutta; for that, 
in any of theſe ſituations, he could with leſs difficulty regulate his 
« expences.” And he did declare, that, if his requeſt was granted 
to him, he would immediately quit all his proſpects with Scindia. . 
| To theſe propoſitions he e a very diſcquraging anſwer from 
his brother's Miniſter, containing a poſitive and final refuſal of any 
Increaſe of allowance, obtaining only the Nabob's permiſſion to 
retire into the Company's provinces : but Mr, Anderſon did not 
think himſelf authgriſed to take any ſteps for the Prince's retreat 
into the ſaid province, without Scindja's concurrence, who, he obs» 
ſerved, — uſe every art to detain him; and accordingly did 
offer him the command of a battalion of infantry, to be paid directly 
from his own treaſury, and 6000l, ſterling a year for n up a 
corps of horſe, and to ſettle upon him a landed eſtate of 400%. a 
year, as a proviſion for his wife and children; which bougurable 
. | | 2 | offers, 
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offers, it appears, he did accept, and did and doth remain in the 
Mabratta ſervice. e. e 
IL. Thar, during the whole courſe of this tranſaction, the ſaid 
Warren Haftings was duly adviſed thereof, firſt y 4. very early letter 
e 


from the ſaid Anderſon, and afterwards by the Re 
on the 23d of April 1783, tranſmitted to him his whole correſpon- 
dence with Mr. Anderſon ; but what anſwer or inſtructions the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did give to Mr. Anderſon does not appear, he not - 


| Having recorded any thing upon that ſubject : but it appears, that, 
to the Refident Briſtow, who required to be informed whether the 
reception of the fugitive Prince aforeſaid in the Company's pro- 


vinces would meet his approbation, he gave no anſwer whatſoever ; | 


by which criminal neglect, or worſe, with regard to a brother of an 
ly of the Company, who ſhewed a ſtrong attachment and prefe- 
rence to the Englith nation, and by ſuffering him, without any 
known effort to prevent it, to attach himſelf to the cauſe and fortunes 
of the Mahrattas, who he, the ſaid Haſtings, well knew did keep 


up claims upon ſeveral parts of the dominions of Oude, and had 
with difficulty been perſuaded to include the Nabob in the treaty of 


peace, and ſuffered him firſt to languiſh at home in poverty, and 
then to fly abroad for ſubſiſtence, and afterwards took no ſtep, and 
countenanced no negociations for his return from his dangerous 
Place of refuge, at the ſame time that ſeveral of his, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings's creatures, had each of them allowances much more confider- 
able than would have ſufficed for the ſatisfaction and comfort of him, 
the ſaid fugitive Prince, was guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanor. 

LI. That the indigent condition — related of the other 
brothers of the Nabob, was alſo duly traſmitted to the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings; but he did never order or direct any ſteps whatſo- 
ever to be taken towards the relief of the family of a reigning 
Prince, who were daily in danger of periſhing by famine, through the 
effect of his meaſures, and thoſe of a perſon whom he ſupportedin 
wy againſt the will and inclinations of the ſaid Prince and his 
mily. 5 n . 15 
III. That the foregoing inſtances of the penury, diſtreſs, diſ- 
perfion, and exile of the reigning family, as well as the general 
diſorder in all the affairs of Oude, did ſtrongly enforce the ne- 
ceffity of à proper uſe of - Britiſh influence (the only real Go- 
vernment then exiſting) in the province aforeſaid, for a re- 


ulation of the ceconomy of the Vizier's Court, as well as 


or the proper adminiſtration of the public concerns, civil and 


military, which were in the greateſt diſorder; and the faid 


Warren Haſtings was under* obligation to provide for the ſame, 
and did himſelf underſtand it to be his duty ſo to do; and that he 
was therein warranted by the ſpirit of the treaty of Chunar, as 
well as by other univerſal powers of control, ee of ſuper- 


cem̃on, ſuppoſed by him to exiſt in rglation between the Britiſn 


Government and that of Oude; and accordingly he did, in his 
inſtructions to the Refident Middleton, to which he required his 
moſt implicit obedience, direct him to an interference in and con- 
trol-upots all the affairs concerning the revenues, the military ar- 
rangements, and all the other branches of the Nabob's Government. 
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1 II. That, upon bis recal of the faid Middleton, he, in hi 
inftructions to the Reſident Briſtow, dated the 236 of October 


1781, did, at large, ſet forth the ſituation of the Court and Geo- 
vernment of Oude, the ſituation and character of the Nabob, of 


t * 
- 1 
4 


the acting Miniſter, and of the Britiſh Refident at that court; 


and did plainly, diſtinctiy, and without referve, deſcribe the ex- 
tent of the authority to be exerciſed by the laſt of theſe perſons, 
as well as the unqualified compliance to be expected from the two 
former. And he did according declare, that from the nature of 
« our connection with the government , Oude, and from the Na- 


„ bob's incapacity, @ neceſſity will for ever exiff, while we have 
& the claim of a ſubſidy upon the reſources of his country, 
« of exerciſing an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it EN 


4% TIRELY, in the place of an avowed and conflitutional authority in 


„the adminiſtration of his [the Nabob's] government; and he did 


farther, in the the ſaid inſtructions, namely, in inſtruction the 
fourth, direct the ſaid Reſident in the words following:“ I muſt 


have recourſe to you for the introduction of a new. ſyſtem in that 


« Government; nor can I omit, whilſt I expreſs my reliance on 
« you for that purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments which I expreſſed 
“ in the verbal inſtructions which I gave you at your departure, 
&« that there can be no medium in the relation between the Reſident and 


& the Miniſter, but either the Reſident muff be the ſlave and waſſal of 


1 the Minifter, or the Minifter at the abſolute diſpoſal of the Reſident." 
And he the ſaid Haſtings did ftate, in the ſame article of the in- 
ſtructions aforeſaid, that, though the conduct of the faid Hyder 
Beg Khin had been highly reprehenſible, and that he was much 
diſpleaſed thereat, he would prefer him to any other, on account 
of his ability and knowledge of buſineſs, with the following pro- 


viſo: „If he would ſubmit to hold his office on ſuch conditions 


“as I require, He exiſts by his dependence on the influence of 
« our Government. It muſt be adviſeable to try him by the 
made of conciliation; at the ſame time, that, in your final con- 
% verſation with him, it will be neceſſary to declare to him, in the 
&* plaineff terms, the footing and condition on which he ſhall be 
« permitted to retain his place; with the alternative of a diſmiſ- 
“ fion, and a ſcrutiny into his conduct, if he refuſes it. In the 


« firſt place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as Hi, letters 


% diftated by the ſpirit of oppoſition ; but ſhall confider every ſuch | 
attempt as an inſult on our government. In the ſecond place, I 
e ſhall expect that nothing is done in his official character but with 
« your knowledge and participation.“ ; 
LIV- That the ſaid Haſtings having deſcribed, in the manner, 
aforeſaid, the relative ſituation of the Reſident and the Miniſter, . he 
did ſtate alſo the relative fituation of the ſaid Miniſter and his maſ- 
ter the Nabob, declaring, that the Minifter did hold <v:thout cons 
« tro] the unparticipated and entire adminiſtration, with all the 
« powers annexed to that government; the Nabob being, as he ever 


a 


2 muſt be in the hands of ſome perſon, a mere cypher in his [the | 


Miniſter's.] And having thus ſtated the ſubordination of the Mini- 
ſter to the Reſident, and the ſubordination of the Nabob to the 


_ Miniſter, he did naturally declare, “ that the firſt ſhare of the re- 
ee A 29S | Bs £2.75 bh be oe Be F 21: 
e | f | __& ſponſibility 


* * ” - 


. EET 
= 7 ility would reſt upon the ſaid Reſident.” And he did farther 
declare, that the other conditions did follow diſtinctly in their 
< places, becauſe he did confider the Reſident as reſponfible for them.” 
V. That for the direction of the Reſident in the exerciſe of fo 
critical a truſt, wherein all the true and ſubſtantial powers of Go- 
vernment were in an inverted relation and proportion to the official 
and oſtenſible authorities, and which the ſaid Haſtings did ſuppoſe 
the neceſlity conſtantly exiſting for exerciſing an influence, — 
quently for e ee the Britiſh authority “ in the place 
of the avowed and conſtitutional government,” he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
did properly leave to the Reſident a diſcretionary power for his de- 
viation from any part of his inſtructions ; interpoſing a caution for 
his ſecurity and direction, that as much as he could, he wouldileave 
the ſubject free for his (the ſaid Haſtings's) correction of it; and would 
| znſtantly inform him, or the Board, according to the degree of its im- 
portance, with his reaſons for it. | | 
LVI. That beſides the inſtitution of the Courts of Juſtice, as be- 
fore recited, four other principal objects in the reformation of 
the affairs of Oude were expreſsly recommended to the Refidents 
Middleton and Briſtow, and muſt be underſtood to be the conditions 
upon which the ſaid Haſtings muſt have meant to have it under- 
ſtood, that the acting Miniſter of Oude was to hold his employment; 
namely, the limitation of the Nabob's perſonal expences; 
the reduction of the Nabob's troops in number, and the change in 
arrangement ; the appomtment of proper collectors for the revenues ; 
and the appointment of proper officers for all parts of the executive 
admiuſtration. | 
LVII. That the firſt object, namely, that of the limitation of the Na- 
dob's perſonal expences, and ſeparating them from the public eſtab- 
liſhments, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did ſtate as the firſt and fundamental 
part of his regulation, and that upon which all the others would 
depend; and did declare, that in order to prevent the Vizier's 
« alliance from being a clog inſtead of an aid to the Company, that 
* the maſt efſentia] part is to limit and ſeparate his perſonal diſburſe- 
ments from the public accounts: they muft not exceed what he has 
received in any of the laſt three years.” And as to the public 
| treaſury and diſburſements, he, the ſaid Haſtings, did, in the ſaid 
inſtructions, wholly withdraw them from the perſonal manages 
ment or interference of the Nabob; and did expreſſly order and 


direct, © that they ſhould be under the e management of the 


« Miniſters, with the Refident's concurrence.” And on the a 
intment of the Refident Briſtow, in October 1782, he, the ſaid 
aſtings, did order and direct him in every point of the inſtructions 

to Middleton, not revoked or qualified by his then inſtructions, 

his (the ſaid Reſident Briſtow's) © moſt attentive and literal 

* obedience,” 985 Re > 
LVIII. That the ſaid Refident Briſtow did, in conſequence of 

the renewal to him of the ſaid inſtructions as aforeſaid, endeavour 

to limit and put in order the Nabob's expences ; but he was in that 
particular trayerſed and counteracted, and in the end wholly de- 
feated, by the Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan. And though the in- 
ructions afozeſaid, agrecaþly to the ipftructions given to Middle- 
* | ton 


= 


ton and to him, | the ſaid Briſtow, were repreſented- © the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the Reſident aforeſaid, yet the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings did give no kind of ſupport to che ſaid Reſident, or take 
any ſteps towards enabling him, the ſaid Reſident, to effectuate 
the ſaid neceſſary limitation and diſtribution of expences, by him- 


— 


ſelf, the ſaid Haſtings, ordered and preſeribed; nor, if he diſap- 


proved the proceedings of the ſaid Reſident, did he give him any 


1 . ww a. 


inſtruction for the forbearance of the ſame, or for the exerting his 


duty in any other mode; nor did he call for any illuſtration from 


him of any thing doubtful in his correſpondence, nor ſtate to him any 
complaints made privately of his conduct, in order to receive thereon 


an explanation; but he did leave him to purſue, at his diſeretion, the 


extenſive powers before deſcribed, to effect the reformation which he 
was directed to accompliſh, under the reſpoſibility denounced to 
him as aforeſaid, if he ſhould fail therein, as he was ſuppoſed to 


be ſubſtantially inveſted with all the powers of Government. 
LIX. That inſtead of the ſaid ſupport, or inſtruction, he, the 
ſfid Haſtings, did countenance, or more probably cauſe or dire& 


2 repreſentation to de made to him by the acting Miniſter of the 


Nabob of Oude, complaining grievouſly of the proceedings of 


the Reſident aforeſaid, as uſurpations on the Nabob's authority, 
and indignities on his perſon. And, although he, the ſaid Haſtings, 


did inſtruct the Refident Briſtow, to inform the ſaid Hyder Beg 
Khan, that he would..not receive from the Nabob, as his, letters 
dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition, but ſhould conſider every ſuch 


attempt as his (the Miniſter's) as an inſult on our Government; 
yet he did receive, as his, the Nabob's own letters, and as writ- 


ten from the impreſſions of his own mind, and as the ſuggeſtions 
of his own 33 letters to the ſame effect as thoſe written 
by the miniſter, although he had declared upon record, that the 


ſaid ** Nabob was a mere cypher in his, the ſaid Miniſter's hands, 


and “ that he had dared to uſe both the Nabob's name, and even 
« his ſeal, affixed to letters either directed to the Nabob, or writ- 
e ten as from him, without his knowledge ;” and although he did 
aſſert or record as aforeſaid, that, in a letter which he had lately 
received from the Nabob, the Miniſter had the preſumption to 


make the Nabob declare that which was true to be falſe; and that, 


his making uſe of the Nabob in ſuch a manner, did ſhew how 
4 thin the veil was by which He covered his own acts; and that 
«% ſuch artifices would only tend to make them the more criminal, 
from the fal/chood and duplicity with which they were aſſociated.” 
LX. That the ſaid Haſtings did at upon the letters pre- 
tended to be written by the Nabob, as well as on thoſe actually 


written by the Miniſter, without previouſly communicating the 


matter of the ſaid complaint to the ſaid Reſident, and did give 
credit to the ſame; _— coming, as aforeſaid, from a perſon by 
himſelf, the ſaid Haſtings, charged with artifice, falſehood, and 
duplicity, and with abufing, to his own evil purpoſes, the name and 
ſeal of his maſter without his knowledge, and without any previous 


inquiry into the facts and circumſtances; and did thereon ground 


an accuſation againſt the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, before the Board 
at Calcutta, in which he did repreſent the conduct of the ſaid Briſ- 


« * — 


5 tows 


„ 41 1 1 0 1 KE iv 


” tow, in attempting to limit the Wola expences of the Naboby 


as an indignity „ which no man living, however mean his rank in 


< life, or dependent his condition in it, would permit to be exer- 


ciſed by any other, with the want or forfeiture of every manly 
principle.“ And he did farther accuſe the ſaid Briſtow, for 


that in his proceedings in the regulation of the Nabob's houſehold, 
«he ſhould receive to himſelf, or Mr. Cowper for him, or a trea- - 
< ſurer for both (for the arrangement has never been well defined) 


© the money aſſigned for the ſupport of the Nabob's houſehold; 
iſſue them as he pleaſed, not to the Nabob, but to the menial 
< officers of his houſehold; diſpoſe of his ſuperfluous horſes, and 
other cattle ; determine how many elephants were neceſſary to 
« the ſtate of the Vizier of the empire; the number of domeſtics 
© for his attendahce ; and pry into the kitchen, for the purpoſe of 
aſcertaining the quantity of victuals which ought to be dreſſed 
in it; control the accounts of theſe diſburſements ; and appro- 
< priate to his own uſe (for that the conſequence was inevitable, 
if he choſe it) the reſidue produced by theſe economical re- 
< trenchments.” 5 3 


LXI. That the ſaid charge is malicious and infidious, becauſe 


the attempt to introduce proper officers for the management of 
houſehold expences, ſo conſiderable that the ſaid Haſtings has 
ſtated the allotment for the ſame at 300,000l. ſterling yearly, 
and that other accounts have carried it to 400, oool. ſterling and up- 
wards; and to keep proper and regular accounts thereof was. a 
neceſſary regulation, and agreeable to the dignity of Nabob, 
and by no means a degradation either of his perſon or authority, 


which was ſpecially provided for in the regulations, as. no ex- 


prone could be incurred but by his own perſonal warrant under his 
n manual ; nor doth their appear therein any thing but what is 

abſolute neceflity to prevent embezzlement to his prejudice, 
And the ſaid Haſtings hath declared, in the 5th article of the in- 
ſtructions to the ſaid Refident, that zo adminiſtration can be pro- 


perly conducted without regular offices; and that in the whole 


province of Oude “there was zt one, the whole being engroſſed 


by the Miniſter ;” of which Miniſter, in the 14th article, he 


declares his ſuſpicion, that the Nabob did not receive the whole 
and punctual payment of the ſum aſſigned for the purpoſe of the 
houſehold, but that ſome part had been by him witheld from the 
 _Nabob ; and that from private information he had lately received 
he had reaſon to believe, that this was actually the caſe, And the 
ſaid Haſtings well knew, that the Nabob's houſehold had been ill 


conducted; that the allowances of his ſervants had not been paid; 


that his diſtreſs was ſcandalous ; and that his neareſt relations were 
in a famiſhing condition. And the ſaid Haſtings did alſo well know, 


that the houſehold of the Nabob was provided for or neglected, not 
at his own diſcretion, but at that of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan'; and 


he did, in the 14th article aforeſaid, inſtruct the Refident Briſtow, 
o ſhew every oſtenſible and external mark of reſpect to the Nabob, 


in order to induce him to become himſelf the mover of every act 


—_— for the advancing of his own intereſts, and the diſcharge 
of his 


ebts to the company; declaring, * that chey never * 
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ii bg effected while the Miniſter retained that aſcendency over him 
4 which he at preſent holds by the means of a nearer and more pri- 
ic vate intercourſe, and by affecting to be the mediator of his rights 
« againſt the claims of our Government.” And the ſaid Haſtin 
did farther well know, that there was no way of aſcertaining either 
the payment of the aſſignments for the Nabob's houſehold, for the 
general purpoſes of theit deſtination, ot to the particular objects to 
which they ought to be applied, without regu ar offices of receipt 
and of account, which might prevent the ſaid Miniſter, Hyder Beg 

Khän, or the Britiſh Reſidenit, or any other, from embezzling or - 

miſapplying the ſame. But the total want of offices aforeſaid in 
every department of Government did furniſh occaſion of conceal- 
ing all frauds, her in Chief or a or penſions to a Governor Ge- 


neral, Commander in Chief, or other ſervant of the Company. _ 
LXII. That the faid Warren Haſtings, who did not pretend ſa 
deep à concern for the indignities ſuppoſed to be ſuffered by the 
Nabob, merely in the limitation and regulation of unneceſſary ex- 
pences relative to his kitchen, domeſtics, &c. did ſhew no atten- 
tion or compaſſion to the ſaid Nabob, when, in the year 1779, the 
ſaid Nabob repreſented, that the penſions of his old ſeryants, for 
thirty years, the expences of his family and' kitchen, together 
with the jaghires of his grandmother, mother, and aunts, and of 
huis brothers and dependants, given for their fupport, were not re- 
gulated, but fopped. [ED i | | 
LuxXIII. That the other articles of | regulation, namely, the re- 
form of the troops in number and in arrangement; the, aþpoint- 
ment of proper collectors for the revenues, and the general coniſti- 
tution of offices for the executive adminiſtration, were in like man- 
ner totally defeated by the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan. And the fad 
Haſtings did receive a charge from him, and did adopt it as his own, 
repreſenting tlie eiideavours of the Reſident, to act in the regula- 
tions aforeſaid, agreeably to the ſpirit of his inſtructions, and in 
confiderice of the powers veſted in, and the reſponſibility impoſed 
upon him, the ſaid Refident, as uſurpations of the authority and 
prerogative of the Nabob; and he, the ſaid Haſtings, did make 
criminal charges thereon againſt the ſaid Refident Briſtow; of 
which charges the Council Board did, on hearing the ſame; and 
the defence of the ſaid Briſtow, fully acquit him. _ 
LXIV. That the ſaid Haſtings, by abetting Hyder Beg Khän, 
4 perſon deſcribed by him as aforeſaid, in his oppoſition to all the 
plans of neceſſary reformation propoſed by the ſaid Haſtings him- 
{elf, and having ſuggeſted no other whatever in lieu thereof, to 
anſwer the purpoſes for which he liad ſtipulated in the treaty of 
Chunar, the interference of the Reſident in every branch of the 
Nabob's' government did thereby fruſtrate every one of the good 
ends propoſed by him in the ſaid treaty.of Chunar, and did groſſly 
abuſe his truſt, in giving the exorbitant powers before recited, and 
aſſerting them to exiſt in the Britiſh Reſident, without ſuffering 
them, even in appearance, to anſwer any of the proper and juſti- 
flable ends for which any power or influence can or ought to exiſt 
th any government. | | re as 
| LXV. That there is juſt 3 to violently preſume, that oo 
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only the letters in the name of the Nabob aforeſaid were dictated to 


Bim by his Miniſter; 5 8575 Beg Khan, in whoſe. hands the ſaid 


e has deic maſter to be a mere cypher, &c.“ but 
ich 
hut that the condücł and letters of complaint of the ſaid Hyder Beg 
were, in effect and ſubſtance, preſcribed and dictated to him by the 
fuld Warren Haſtings, or his e 

Becauſe: it is notorious, that the powers of the ſaid Hyder Beg were 
fotely ſupported by him, the ſaid Haſtings, who, according to the 
fate of favour or difpleaſure in which' he Rood, 

miſed him ſupport, or threatened him with diſmiſſion and puniſhment; 
and therefore it is not to be thought that he would take ſo material 
a" ſkep as to oppoſe the Company's Reſident, acting under the in- 


ſtructions of the Governor General and Council, and to accuſe him 


with ſo much confidence, and in a manner ſo different from the uſual 
le of ſupplication on all other occafions employed by that court, 


If he had not been previouſly. well affared that his writing in that 


manner would be pleafing to the perſon upon whom he ſolely de- 
pended for his power, his fortune, and, perhaps for his life. Se- 
condly, becauſe, when it ſuited the purpoſes of the ſaid Haſtings 
on a former occaſion, that is, in the year 1784, to remove the Re- 
fident Briltow aforeſaid from his office, a letter from the Nabob was 
laid before the Council Board at Calcutta, propoſing, that, in order 
to prevent the effects of the ſaid Briſtow's application to-Europe for 
redreſs, that the fad Haſtings ſhould ſend him draughts of letters, 
which he, the ſaid Nabob, would write in his own name and cha- 
Facter, to thè King, to His Majeſty's Miniſters, and to the Court of 

Directors, ckpreſſin himſelf, in the letter aforeſaid, in the words 

following: viz. To prevent his a eee to Europe, 
ſend me, if yon think proper, the draughts of letters which / may 


write to the King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Company.” 


Thirdly, that though the ſaid Haſtings, and his ſecret agent Palmer, 
did pretend, and poſitively aſſert, that they had no-ſhare in the let- 
ters aforeſaid from the Nabob and his Miniſter, there was an origi- 
nal note to the Nabob's letters of accuſation, referring to diſtin 
N and ſpecified numbers of the agent Palmer's ſecret correſpon- 
ence with the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the ſaid letter, with the 
faid reference, was, through inadvertence, laid before the Board. 

* XVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having thrown the Go- 
vernment of Oude into great. confuſion and diſtreſs, thereby prevent- 
ed the diſcharge of the led, or pretended debt, to the Company, did, 
by all the faid intrigues, machinations, and charges, aim at the 


ling the ſaid office of Reſident at Oude with bis own dependants, 


or by himſelf perſonally, as it appears that he did firſt propoſe to 
place in the ſaid office his ſecret agent Palmer, and that afterwards, 


when he was not able to ſucceed therein, he did propoſe nomi- 


nally, to aboliſh the ſaid office, but in effect to fill it by himſelf; 


propofing to the Council, and be e reſponſible (but 


not in fortune) for the payment of the Company's debt within a 


certain given time, if he were permitted and commiſſioned by the 
Council to act for the Board in that province; and did inform them, 
- that he was pnyately well aſſured, that in a few days he ſhould re- 


ceive 


der os 5 the known inſtrument of the ſaid Haſtings: 
ecret agent, age e direction; 
41 


hath frequently pro- 


A R T AH H LE MN. at 


ceive an invitation to that effect; and he did ſtate, (as in the year 
1781 he had ſtated as a reaſon for his former delegation). © That e 
« ſtate of the oountry was ſo diſordered in W admini- 
« ſtration, and the credit and influence of the Naboh himſelf ſo muoh 
« ſhook by the Jate 4/irpation, af bis authority, and the. conteſts 
„ which attended. it, eee acceſſion of an extraneous aid 
« to reſtore the powers, and to re · animate the conſtitution of his 
government; although he, the ſajd Haſtings, did for a long 
time before attribute the weakneſs of his government to an extrane- 
ous interference. And the ſaid Council, on his engagement afove- 
aid, did conſent thereto; and he did accordingly receive à com- 
miſſion, enabling him to act in the affairs of Oude, not only as the 
Reſident might have done, but as largely as the Council General 
might legally delegate their own, powers. che AS {ge Th 
LXVII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in accepting the. ſaid 
commiſſion, did ſubject his character, and the reputation of his office, 
to great imputations and ſuſpicions, by taking upon hunſelf an in- 
ferior office, out of which another had, upon his intrigues, been 
removed, by a perpetual obſtruction, which rendered it impoſſihle 
for him to perform his duty, or to obey his inſtructions; and he did 
increaſe the ſaid grounded ſuſpicions, by exerciſing that oſſice in a 
government from whence it was notorious he had himſelf received 
an unlawful gift and preſent from the Miniſters, and in which he 
had notoriouſly ſuffered many, and had himſelf actually directed 
ſome, acts of peculation, by granting various penfions and emoly- 
ments, to the prejudice of the revenue of a diſtreſſed country, which 
he was not authorized to grant, 2 Sa ig tf inp eo” 
LXVHI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did proceed unto the 
ſaid province of Oude, under colour of providing a remedy for the 
diſorders deſcribed to be exiting in the ſame, and for the recovery 
of the Company's pretended debt. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
who haq; thought fit to recal the Company's Refident, appointed to 
that office by the Court of Directors, and to ſuſpend his office, did 
notwithſtanding, of his own choice and ſelection, and on his own 
mere authority, take with him in his progreſs a large retinue, 
„and a numerous ſociety of Engliſh gentlemen, to compoſe his fa- 
emily,“ which he repreſents as neceſſary; although, in a letter 
from that very place to which he took that very numerous ſociety, 
he informs the Court of Directors, that his own conſequence, and 
that of the nation he repreſents, are independent of ſnew; and, 
after his arrival there, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did write 
from Lucknow, the capital of that province, a letter, dated the 


30th of April 1784, to the Court of Directors, in which are ſeveral 8 


particulars to the following purport or tenor, and which he poi 
out to the Directors “to be circumſtances of no trivial informa. 
» tion; namely, that he had found, that the lands in that pro- 
„ vince, as well as in ſome parts more immediately under the Com- 
« pany, have ſuffered in a grievous manner, being campletely ex - 
< hauſted of their natural moiſture by the total failure of one entire 
ſeaſon of the periodical rains, with a few exceptions, which were 
produced only, by the uncommon labour of the: huſbandman.” 
And in a letter to Edward Wheler, Eſq. a member of the Council 
General, from Benares, the aoth "A September 1784, he ſays, 4 * 

| 2 7 > Ip 


r . 
« the public revennes had declined with the failure of the cultivation 


« in three ſucceſſive years; and all the ſtores of grain, which the 


« providence of the huſbandman (as he was informed is their cffon) 
Lin defiance of the vigilance of the 1 clandeftinely 
« reſerved for their own uſe, were of courfe exhauſted, in which 
4 ſtate no perſon would accept of the charge of the collections on a 
* rofitive engagement, nor did the rain fall till the oth of July.” 
And in another letter, dated from 1 the iſt of October 
following, he repeats the ſame accounts; an 


* 


* of trade to ſupply the iſſues that were made from it; [the exce 
4 ions ſtated there being inconfiderable] therefore every rupee whic 
44 is drawn into your treaſury [the Company's] from its circulation, 
« will accelerate the period at which its ability muſt ceaſe to pay 


A ven the 9 ſubſidy. Notwithſtanding this ſtate of the coun- 


try, of which he was well apprized before he left Calcutta, and the 
rty and diftreſs of the Prins having been frequently, but in 
vain, repreſented to him, in order to induce him to forbear his op- 


. preffive exactions, he did, in order to furniſh the Council with a a 


- colour for permitting him to recal the Company's Reſident, and to 
exerciſe the whole powers of the Company 1n his own perſon, with- 
out any check whatſoever, or witneſs of his proceedings, except 
the perſons of his own private choice, did make the expreſs and 
{mood engagement aforeſaid, which, if underſtood, of a real and 
ubſtantial diſcharge of debt for the relief of the total of the Com- 


any's finances, was groſsly fallacious; becauſe, at the very time, 


e muſt have been perfectly ſenſible, that, in the then ſtate of the re- 
revenues, and the Company's country) the debt, or pretended debt 
aforeſaid, aſſerted to be about five hundred thouſand pounds, or 
thereabouts, could not be paid without contracting another debt, at 
an uſurious intereſt, without encroaching on the neceſſary eſtabliſh- 
ments, 'or on private property, or on the pay of the army, or with- 
out grievous oppreſſion of the country, or all theſe together. And 
it doth appear that one hundred thouſand pounds, towards the ſaid 
payments of debts, was borrowed at Calcutta, by the Nabob's 


agent there, but at what intereſt is not known, It appears alſo, that 
other ſums were borrowed for arrear of the intereſt on which 
40, oool. ſterling appears in the Company's claims for the current 
year, and that various deductions were made from the jaghires re- 
ſtored to the begums, as well as other parts of the Nabob's family; 


and it did and doth appear, 'that an arrear is ſtill due to the old and 
new brigade, but whether the ſame be growing or not doth not 
appear; yet he hath not heſitated to aſſert, that he had « provided 
e for the complete diſcharge in one year of a debt contracted by the 
% accumulation of many, and from a country, whoſe reſources have 
„ been waſted and diffipated by three ſucceſſive years of drought, 
& and one of anarchy.“ But the ſaid Haſtings never did even 
realize the payments to be made in the firſt year (as he confeſſes in 
the ſaid letter), except by an anticipation of the ſecond: and though 
he ſtates, in his letter aforeſaid, the following facts and engage- 
ments, that is to ſay, that à recovery of ſo large a part of your pro- 
* perty [the Company's] will afford a ſeaſonable and ſubſtantial re- 


4 het 


that the (country 
© could not bear farther additions of expence; that it had no inlets 


venues and country of Oude, (which are, in effect, the Company's 
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1 lief to the neceſſities of your Government, and enable it (for ſuch 
e is my confident hope) to begin on the reduction of your debt at intereff 
4 before the concluſion of this year, (I mean the year of this com- 
« putation.)” , Whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings did apply the 
whole produce of the revenue to the mere pay of ſome part of the 
Britiſh army in Oude; and did not mention 1n his correſpondence 
that he had remitted any ogy gp 91242 to Calcutta, , nor to 
any other place (except the fifty thouſand pounds taken from 
Almas Ali Khan, and ſaid to be remitted to Surat) for the ſaid 
4 ſubſtantial relief,” inconſequence of the faid pretended © recovery 
« of property,” admitting that it had been ſuggeſted to him, and 
not by him denied, that he had „ diſappointed the popular expec- 
« tation, by not adopting the policy which he had, oz the conception 
, better grounds, rejected; nor did he begin the reduction of the 
-<« jntereſt debt“ at the time ſtated, nor at any time; but the whole 
(he well knowing the ſtate of the country from whence the reſources 
aforeſaid were by him promiſed) was a premeditated deceit and im- 
poſition on the Board of Council, his colleagues, and on the Court 
IJ 8 
LXIX. That no traces of regulation appear to have been adopted 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, during his reſidence at Lucknow, in 
conformity to the ſpirit and intentions of the treaty of Chunar, or 
of his infruSions to Middleton and Briſtow, or af the propoſed 
objects of his own commiſſion. But he did, in lieu thereof, pretend 
to free the Nabob's Government from the interference of the Com- 
pany's ſervants, and the uſurpation (as he called jt) of a Reſident, 
and thereby to reſtore it to its proper tone and energy 3 whereas the 
meaſures he took, were ſuch, as to leave no uſeful or reſponfible 
ſuperintendence in the Britiſh, and no freedom in the Nabob's 
Government: for he did confirm the ſale, unparticipated, and en- 
tire adminiſtration, with all the powers annexed to th: Government, 
on the Miniſter, Hyder Beg Khan, to whom he prevailed on the 
Nabob Vizier, to commit the entire charge of his revenues, al- 
though he knew that his maſter was a eypher in his hands; that he 
* had affixed his ſeal to letters written without his knowledge, 
, and ſuch as evidently tended to promote Hyder Beg Khan's 
« influence and intereſt :” that his ſaid maſter did not conſider him 
as a miniſter of his choice, but as an inſtrument of his degradation; 
that © he exiſts as a miniſter by his dependance on the Calcutta 
Government, and that the Nabob himſelf had no other opinion 
of him: that it is by its declared and moſt obvious ſupport alone 
e that he could maintain his authority and influence.” din his 
inſtructions to his ſecret agent, Major Palmer, dated 6th of May 
1782, to caſe his mind and remove his jealouſy with regard to 
_ Britiſh interference, he did inſtruct him “ that much delicacy and 
+ caution will be required in your declarations on this ſubject, 
* leſt they ſhould be conſtrued to extend to an immediate change 
« in the adminiſtration of his affairs, or the inſtruments of it. 
Their perſons muſt be conſidered as ſacred, while they act with 
* the participation of our influence,” This diſtinction the Nabob 
Es wer art nor will it be either neceſſary or proper to allude to it, 
unleſs he himſelf ſhould firſt introduce the ſubject, And the ſaid 
"WF is FS res erage . | " Haſtings 
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Haſtings did aſſume, as to a dependant of the loweſt order, to pre- 
be be dad the ce d de HE . Jh pete bis le re 
threaten him with ſcxutinies into his conduct, with diſmiſſion, with 
iſhment : that he was guilty of falſehood and duplicity, and 
that he had made his maſter aſſert what was true to be falſe: that he 
ſuſpetted ke had withheld from his maſter what he ought to have 
paid to him 3 that the event of his having prevailed on the Nabob 


to entruſt him as aforeſaid; was, according to his, the ſaĩd Haſtings's, 


own letter, written to the faid Hyder Beg Khan himſelf, an ac- 
cumulation of diſtreſs, debafement, and diſſatisfaction to the 
„ Nabob, and of diſappointment and diſgrace to me. Every mea- 
< ſure which he had himſelf propoſed, and to whieh he had ſolicit- 


< ed my affiftance, has been fo conducted, as to give him cauſe of 


4 diſpleaſure; there are no officers eſtabliſhed by which his affairs 
could be regularly conducted; mean, incapable, and indigent 
« men have been appointed Aumils of the diſtricts, without au- 
< thority, and without the means of perſonal protection; ſome of 
them have been murdered by the zemindars, and thoſe zemindars, 


«inſtead of puniſhment, have been permitted to retain their, 20min” ; 


i daries with independent authority; all the other zemindars ſu 

4 fered to riſe up in rebellion, and to inſult the authority of the 
„ Sircar, without any attempt made to ſuppreſs them; and the 
„Company's debt, inſtead. of being diſcharged by the aſſignments 
& and extraordinary ſources of money provided for that purpoſe, is 
likely to exceed even the amount at which it ſtood at the time in 
< which the arrangement with his Excellency was concluded. The 
<« orowth. of theſe evils was early made known to me, and their ect, 
c foreboded in the ſame order aud manner as they have fixce come to paſs. 
% In fuch' a ſtate of calamity and diſgrace, I can no longer remain 
%a paſſive ſpectator: nor would it be becoming to conceal my ſen- 
* timents, or qualify the expreſſion of them, I now plainly tell 
« you, that you are anſwerable for every mis fortune and defect of 
< the Nabob Vizier's government.” — And after giving orders, and 
expreffing ſome hopes of better behaviour, he adds, © If I am diſ- 


appointed, you will impoſe on me the painful and gp 52 


« neceſſity of acknowledging to him, that I have been deceive 
and of recommending ch 

4 tice, both for the redreſs of his own and the Company's griev- 
* ances, and for the injury ſuſtained by both in their mutual con- 
„ neftion. Do not reply to vic, that what I have written is fram the 


© ſuggeſtion of your enemies; nor imagine, that I have induced 


„ myſelf to write in ſuch plain and declaratory terms, without a 
clear inſight into all the conſequences of it, and a fixed determi- 
E natba nyoan them.” — 88 
LXX. Ta 

ſaid Miniſter, and ſuch his character, as given by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings himſelf, who did originally compel the Nabob to receive 
him, who did conſtantly ſupport him againſt the Nabob his maſter, 
as well as againft the company's Reſident ;--the delivering over ta 
ſuch a perſon his maſter, his family, his country, and the care of 
Britiſh intereſts therein, without control or public znſpection, was ag 
high crime and miſdemeanor, e | 


e examination of your conduct to his juſ- 


at the aforeſaid being the tenure of the power of the 


pete Rh ood ww * 
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ILXXI. Thar the next perſon whem ws fad Haſtings did inveif 
native, Manager of Revenue, called Almas Ali Khan, clofely- con- 
nected with the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan; and to whom the ſaid Hy- 


der Beg Khan, as the ſuid Haſtings has admitted, © had entruſted - 


« the greateſ part of his revenues, without any pledge or ſecurity 
& for his fidelity.” And afterwards the faid Haſtings charges the 
ſaid Almas Ali with an intention of removing from the Nabob's do- 
minions ; he ſtates, as taking with him,” and therefore being 
goſleffed &« of an immenſe treaſure, the fruits of his embezzlements 
and oppreſſions, and an army raiſed for its protection 

| LXXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, or pretended to be 
impreſſed with the evil character, dangerous deſigns, and immo- 
derate power of the ſaid Almas Ali; that he did inſert, among his 
inſtructions to the Reſident Briſtow, an order of a dangerous and un- 
warrantable nature, in which, upon his, the ſaid Haflings's imple 
allegation of offences, not accurately deſeribed or ſpecified, with re- 

either to the fact, the nature of the offence, or the proof, to 
urge the Nabob to put him to death, with many qualifications in 
the ſaid inſtructions, full of fraud and duplicity, calculated to enſnare 
the ſaid reſident Briſtow, and to throw upon him the reſponfibility 
of the conduct of the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, if he ſhould continue 
at large, contrary to his orders, or to ſubject him, the faid Reſi- 


dent, to the ſhame and ſcandal of apprehending and putting him to 


death, by means which, in the circumſtances, muſt neceſſarily be 
ſuch as would be conſtrued into treachery ;* and he, the ſaid-Almas 
Ali Khan, being from nature and fituation ſuſpicious and watchful, 
and being at that very time in the collection, or farmer of the moſt 
important port of the revenues, with an extenſive juriſdiction annex-_ 
ed, and at the head of fourteen thouſand of his own: troops; and 


having been recently accepted by the refident Middleton as ſecuri- 


ty for large ſums of money advanced by the bankers of Benares 
to the uſe of the Eaſt- India Company; which orders (if the faid 


| Reſident would or could have executed them) muſt have raiſed an 


univerſal alarm among all the confiderable men of the country con- 
cerncd in the government, and would have been a means of ſub- 
verting the public credit of the Company, by the murder of a 
perſon engaged for' very great ſums of money that had been ad- 
vanced for their ufe. And the ſaid inſtructions are as followeth : 

If any engagement ſhall. actually ſubſift between them at the 
* time you have charge of the Refidency, it muſt, however ex- 


„ ceptionable, be faithfully obſerved ; but, if he has been guilty of 
any criminal offence to the Nabob, his maſter, for which no 


immunity is provided in the engagement, or he ſhall break any 
one of the conditions of it, I do moſt ſtrictly enjoin you, and at 
* muſt be your ſpecial care to endeavour , either by force or ſurpriſe, 
to ſecure his perſon, and bring him to juſtice : by bringing him 
* to juſtice, I mean, that you urge the Nabob, on due conviction, 
% puniſh him <with death, as a neceſſary example to deter others 
from the commiſſion of the like crimes ; nor muſt you deſiſt till 
this is effected. -I cannot preſcribe the means; but to guard my- 


_ © ſelf againſt the obloquy to which 1 may be expoſed by a forced 


miſconſtruction 
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« miſconſtruction of this order, by thoſe who may hereafter be 
„ employed in ſearching our records for cavils and informations 
<«< againſt me, I think it proper to forbid, and proteſt againſt the 
< uſe of any fraudulent artifice or treachery to accompliſh the end which 
«* 7 have preſcribed; and as you alone are privy to the order, you 
«< will of courſe obſerve the greateſt ſecrecy that it may not tran- 
« fpire; but I repeat my recommendation of it, as one of the 
« firſt and moſt eſſential duties of your office. | 
LXXIII. That among the reaſons affigned for putting to death 
the faid Almas Ali, which the ſaid ings did recommend di- 
rely and repeatedly to the Reſident, © as one of the firſt and 
<" moſt eſſential duties of his office, was in ſubſtance, . that by 


< his extenſive truſt with regard to the revenues, he had been per- 
« mitted to acquire independency ; that the means thereof had 


« been long ſeen, and the effects thereof foretold by every perſon 
= n e with the ſtate of Government, except thoſe immedi- 
« ately intereſted in it:“ and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did alſo 


charge the ſaid Almas Ali with embezzlement of the revenues, and 
| - Oppreſhon of the people, and nothing appears 


to diſprove the ſame, 


but much to give ground to a preſumption, that the ſaid Almas 
Ali did grievouſly abuſe the power committed to him, as farmer 
and collector of the revenue, to the great oppreſſion of the inhabi- 
tants of the countries which had been rented to him by Hyder Be 

Khan, with the knowledge and conſent of the ſaid Warren Hat: 


n # | 
| LXXIV. That the Reſident Briſtow, declining the violent at- 


tempt on the life of Almas Ali, deceitfully ordered by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, did on weighty reaſons, drawn from the ſpirit 
of the ſaid Haſtings's own inſtructions, recommend that his, the ſaid 
Almas Ali Khan's, farms of revenue, or a great part of them, ſhould 
be, on the expiration of his leaſe, taken out of his lands, as be- 
ing too extenfive, and ſupplying the means of a dangerous power 
in the country : but yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did not only 


continue him in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid revenues, but did give 
to him a new leaſe thereof, for the term of five years. And on 


this renovation and increaſe of truſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
not conſent or produce the informer, upon whoſe credit he had 
made his charge of capital crimes on the ſaid Almas Ali, and had 
directed him to be put to death, or call upon him to make good 
his charges ; but, inſtead of this, totally changing his relation to 
the ſaid Almas Ali, and did himſelf labour to procure from all parts 
atteſtations to prove him not guilty of the perfidy and diſloyalty 
of which the ſaid Haſtings himſelf appears to have been to that 
very time his ſole accuſer, as he hath fince been his moſt anxious ad- 
vocate; but though he did uſe many endeavours to acquit Almas 
Ali of his intended flight, yet concerning his embezzlement and 
_ oppreftions, the moſt important of all charges relative to that of 

the revenue and collection, he the ſaid Haſtings hath made no 
inquiry whatever, by which it might appear that he was not as 
fully guilty thereof as he had always repreſented him to be. But 


ſome time after he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, had arrived at Luck- 


now, in the year 1784, he ſuggeſted to the faid Almas Ali * 
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the advance to the Company's uſe of a ſum of money, amount- 

Ing to fifty thouſand pounds, or thereabouts ; and the ſaid ſug- 
| gebe advance was (as the ſaid Warren Haſtings aſſerts, no witneſs 
or document of the tranſaction appearing) © chearfully, and 
« without heſitation complied with, conſidering it as an evidence 
« /zaſonably offered for the general refutation of the charges of 
« perfidy and diſloyalty ;”--which practice of charging wealthy 
perſons with treaſon and diſloyalty, and afterwards acquitting them, 

on the payment of a ſum of money, 1s highly ſcandalous to the ho- 

nour, juſtice, and government of Great-Britain ; and the offence is 
highly aggravated by the ſaid Haſtings's declaration to the Court 
of Directors, that the charges againſt Almas Ali Khan have been 
too laboriouſly urged againſt him; and carried at one time to 
ſuch an exceſs, which had nearly driven him to abandon his 
country, © for the preſervation of 255 life and honour; and thus 
to give a © colour to the charges themſelves,” when he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did well know, that he himſelf did con- 
fider as a crime, and did make it an article in a formal accuſation 
againſt the Refident Middleton, that he did not inform him, the 
faid Haſtings, of the ſuppoſed treaſons of Almas Ali Khin, and 
of his defizn to abandon the country, when he himſelf did 
moſt laboriouſly urge the charges againſt him; and when no attemp 

appears to have been made againſt the life of the ſaid Almas Al 

hin, except by the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf. 

LXXV. That the ſum of fifty thouſand pounds fterling, or 
thereabouts, publickly taken by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, as an 
advance for the uſe pf the Company, if given as a confideration or 
fine, on account of the renewal for a long term of civil authority 
and military command, and the collection of the revenues to an 
immenſe amount, the ſame being at leaſt eight hundred thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling yearly, was ſo totally inadequate to the 
intereſt granted, that it may juſtly be preſumed, it was not on 
that, or on any public e or condition, that the ſaid Haſtings 
did delegate, out of all reach of reſumption or correction, a leaſe 
of boundleſs 22 and enormous profit, for ſo long a term, to a 
known oppreſſor of the country. | 7 

LXXVI. That Warren Haſtings being at Lucknow in conſe- 

uence of his deputation aforeſaid, did, in his letter from that 
city, dated zoth of April 1784, recommend to the Court of Di- 
rectors, as his Jaſtf and ultimate hope, that their wiſdom would put 
« a final period to the ruinous and On Allen of interference, 
„ whether avowed or ſecret, in the affairs of the Nabob of Oude; 
and withdrew for ever the influence by which it is maintained; and 
that they ought to confine their views to the ſole maintenance of the 

old brigade — in Oude, by virtue of the firſt treaty with the 
reigning Nabob; expreſſing himſelf in the following words to the 
Court of Directors: If you tranſgreſs that line, you may extend 
«* the diſtribution of patronage, and add to the fortunes of individuals, 
and to the nominal riches of Great Britain; but your own inter- 
_ * eſts will ſuffer by it; and the rain of a great and once-flouriſhing 
nation will be recorded as the work of your adminiftratidn, with an 
* everlaſting reproach to the Britiſh name, To this reaſoning I ſhall 
Aa 1 “join 


* 
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« join the obligations of juftice and $009 faith, which cut off every prete. xs 
« for your exercifing any wer or authority in this country, as long as 
« the Sovereign of it fu the engagements he has articled with you.” 
LXXVII. That it appears, by the extraordinary recommenda- 
tion aforeſaid, aſſerted by him the ſaid Haſtings to be enforced by 
the © obligations of juftice and good faith,” that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, at the time of writing the ſaid letter, had made an agree- 
ment to withdraw the Britiſh interference, repreſented by him “ as 
« ruinous and diſreputable ſyſtem,” out of the dominions of the 
Nabob of Oude. But the inſtrument itſelf in which the ſaid agree- 
ment is made (if at all exiſting) does not appear; nor hath the ſaid 
Haſtings tranſmitted any documents relative to the ſaid treaty, 
which is a negle& highly criminal; eſpecially as he has informed 
the Company, in his letter from Benares, © that he has promiſed 
< the Nabob that be will not abandon him to the chance of any. 
< other mode of relation; and moſt confidently given him aſſurance 
&* of the ratification and confirmation of that which he [the ſaid 


„ Haſtings] had eſtabliſhed between his government and the Com 


% pany: the ſaid confident aſſurance _ given to an agreement 
never produced, and made without any ſort of authority from the 
Court of Directors; an agreement precluding, on the one hand, 


the operation of the diſcretion of his maſters in the conduct of 
their affairs; or, on the other, ſubjecting them to the hazard of 


an imputation on their faith, by breaking an engagement confi- 
dently made in their name, though without their conſent, by the 
firſt officer of their government. . | | 
That the ſaid Haſtings, farther to preclude the operation of ſuch 
diſcretionary conduct in the adminiſtration of this kingdom, as 


circumſtances might call for, has informed the Directors, that he has 


gone ſo far as even to condition the exiſtence of the revenue itſelf, 


with the excluſion of the Company, his maſters, from all interfer-- 


ence whatſoever ; for in his letter to Mr. Wheler, dated Benares, 


20th September, 1784, are the following words: „The Aumils 
Collectors] demanded that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted in their 
«© engagements, that they were to be in full force for the complete 
ce term of their leaſes, provided that no foreign authority was exer- 


„ ciſed over them; or, in other words, that their engagements were 
«< to ceaſe whenever they ſhould be interrupted in their functions by the 


1 ;nterference of an Engliſh agent, This requifition was officially 
„ notified to me by the acting Miniſter, and referred to me in 


„ form by the Nabob Vizier, for my freviozs conſent to it: I en- 


& couraged it, and I gave my conſent to it.” And the ſaid Haſ- 
_ tings has been guilty of the high preſumption to inform his ſaid. 
Maſters, that he has taken that courſe to compel them not to vio- 


late the aſſurances given by him in their name :—<© There is one. 


condition [namely, the above condition] which eſſentially connects 


6 the confirmation of the ſettlement itſelf with the intereſts of the Com- 
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LXXVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who did ſnew an 


indecent diſtruſt of the Company's faith, did endeavour, before 
that time, at other times, namely, in his inſtructions to his Secret 


Agent, Major Palmer, dated the 6th of May, 1782, to limit the. 


confidence 


confidence to be repoſed in the Britiſh Government to the dura- 
tion of his own power, in the following words, in the 5th article; 
It is very much my defire to impreſs the Nabob with a #horozgh 
< confidence in the faith and juſtice of our Government; that is 
% to ſay, in my own, While I am at the head of it: I cannot be 
„% anſwerable for the acts of others independent of me.“ 
LXXIX. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in his letter, da- 
ted Benares, the 1ſt of October 1784, to the Court of Directors, 
write, that if they [the Directors] manifeſted no /ymproms of an 
< intended interference, the objects of his engagements will be ob- 
c taincd ; but if a different policy ſhall be adopted; if new agents 
& are ſent into the country, and armed with authority for the pur- 
<« poſes of vengeance or corruption (for to no other will they be ap- 
&« glied); if new demands are made on the Nabob Vizier, and ac- 
„ counts overcharged on one fide, with a wide latitude taken on 
“ the other, to ſwell his debt beyond the means of payment; if 
political dangers are portended, to ground on them the plea of 
„ burdening his country with unneceſſary defences and enormous 
& ſubſidies ; or if, even abſtaining from direct encroachment on the 
% Nabob's rights, your government ſhall ſhew but à degree of per- 
« ſonal indueſ; to the partizans of the late uſurpation, or by any 
4s conſtructive indication of partiality and diſſatis faction, furni/h 
„grounds for the eæpectation of an approaching change of ſyſtem z 
4. —T am ſorry to ſay that all my labours will prove abortive.” 
LXXX. That all the meaſures deprecated in future by the faid 
Warren Haſtings, with a reference to former conduct, in his ſe- 
veral letters aforeſaid, being (ſo far as the ſame are intelligible) 
fix in number, have been all of them the proper acts and mea- 
ſures of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf; for he did himſelf firſt 
of all introduce, and did afterwards cOtinue and ſupport, that 
interference (which he now informs the Court of Directors © is 
„ ruinous and diſreputable, and which the very /jmptoms of an 
„iutention to renew, he confiders in the bigheft — danger- 
„ ous”): he did direct, with a controlling and abſolute authority, 
in every department of government, and in every diſtrict in the 
dominions of the Nabob of Oude.—Secondly, The appaintment 
of agents, which was eminently the act of his own adminiſtration; 
he not only retaining many agents in the country of Oude, both 
e ſecret and avowed,” but alſo ſending ſome of them, in defiance 
to the orders of that very Court of Directors, to whom, in his 
ſaid letter of the firſt of October 4784, he aſſigns © vengeance and 
corruption“ as the only motives that can produce ſuch appoint- _ 
ments. Thirdly, That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did inſtruct one 
of the ſaid agents, and did charge him, upon pain of © a dreadful 
« reſponſibility,” to perform ſundry acts of violence againſt perſons 
of the higheſt diſtinction, and neareſt relation to the Prince; which 
acts were juſtly liable to the imputation of “ vengeance? in the 
execution, and which he, in his reply to the defence of Middleton 
to one of his charges, did declare to be liable to the ſuſpicion of 
(corruption in the relaxation,” —Fourthly, That he did raiſe new 
demands on the Vizier, © and overcharge accounts on one fide, 


and take a wide latitude on the other,“ by ſending up a new, 
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and, before, unheard-of overcharge of four hundred thouſand 


pounds and upwards, not made by the Reſident, or admitted by 
the Vizier; and by adding the ſame, did ſwell his debt beyond 


«© the means of payment; and did even inſert, as the ninth ar- 


ticle of his charge againſt Middleton, his omitting to take any no- 


_ « tice of the additional balance of rupees 26, 48, 571, ſtated by the 


« Accountant General to be due from the Vizier on the zoth of 
April 1780;ꝗ“ to which he did add 14 lacks more, making to- 


er the above ſum.—Fifthly, That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


aſſign © political dangers” in his minute of the 13th of De- 
cember 1779, for burdening the ſaid Nabob of Oude “ with un- 
„ neceſſary defences and enormous ſubſidies ;% with regard to 
which he then declared, that it was our part, not his (the Na- 


« bob's) to judge and to determine.” —And ſixthly, That he did 
not only ſhew the de/ign but the fad of perſonal kindneſs to the 


1zans of what he here calls, as well as in another letter, and 
in one minute of conſultation, a © late uſurpation,” he having 
rewarded the principal and moſt obnoxious of the inſtruments of 
the ſaid late uſurpation (if ſuch it was) Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, 


with an honourable and profitable embaſſy to the Court of the 


Nizam. | 
LXXXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, therefore, by aſſum - 
ing an authority which he himſelf did conſider as an „eee 


and by acts, in virtue of that uſurped authority, done in his own 


proper perſon, and by agents appointed by himſelf, and proceeding 
(though with ſome mitigation, tor which one of them was by him 
cenſured and accuſed) under his own expreſs and poſitive orders and 
inftructions, and thereby eſtabliſhing, as he himſelf obſerved, © a 
„ ſyſtem of interference, diſreputable and ruinous, which could only 
© be ſubſervient to promote patronage, private intereſt, private em- 
% bezzlement, corruption, and vengeance,” to the public detri- 
ment of the Company, and to the ruin of a once flouriſhing na- 
„ tion, and eternally reproachful to the Britiſh name;“ and for 
the evil effects of which ſyſtem, © as his ſale and ultimate hope“ and 
remedy, he recommends an entire abdication for ever, not only of 
all gener and authority, but even of the interference and influence 
of Great Britain ;—is guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor. 
LXXXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter from 
Chunar of the 29th of November 1781, has repreſented that very 
influence and interference (which in three public papers he deno- 
minates © a late uſurpation”) as being authorized by a regular trea- 
ty and agreement, voluntarily — with the Nabob himſelf, at 
2 place called Chunar, on the 19th of September 1781, a copy 
of which hath been tranſmitted to the Court of Directors ; and 
that three perſons were preſent, at the execution of the ſame, two 
whereof were Middleton and Johnſon, his agents and reſidents 
at Oude; the third, the Miniſter of the Nabob. And he did, in 
his paper written to the Council General, and tranſmitted to the 
Court of Directors, not only declare that the ſaid interference was 
agreed to by the ſaid Nabob, and fealed with his ſeal, but would 
be highly beneficial to him; aſſuring the. ſaid Council, © that if 
% the Refident performed his duty, inthe execution of his [the ſaid 
; ä « Haſtings's] 
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© Haſtings's] inſtructions, the Nabob's part of the engagement 
« will prove of ſtill greater benefit to him than to our Government, 
« jn whoſe behalf it was exacted ; and that the * ion which 
« js allowed our Refident in the inſpe Aion of the public treaſure, 
« will ſecure the receipt of the 


32 
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pany's demands, whilſt abe 


« influence which our Government will ALWAYS poſſeſs over the 


« public minifler of the Nabob, and the authority of our own, will be 
« an effectual means of ſecuring an attentive and faithful diſehar 

« of their ſeveral truſts, both towards the Company and 
« Vizier.“ 55 5 Pet” 8 
LXXXIII. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only ſettle a 
plan, of which the agency and interference aforeſaid was a 

and aſſert the beneficial conſequences thereof, but did alſo record, 
that the ſame © was a great public meaſure, conſtituted on a large 
4 and efabli/bed item, and deſtructive in its inſtaut effects of the 
« intereſt and fortune of many patroniſed individuals; and, in 


conſequence of the ſaid treaty, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did 


authorize and poſitively require his agent aforeſaid to interfere in, 
and controul and regulate, all the Nabod's affairs whatſpever ; and 
the ſaid Warren Haftin s having made for the Company, and in its 
name, an acquiſition of power and authority, even if it had been 
abuſed by others, he ought to have remedied the abuſe, and brought 
the guilty to condign puniſhment, inſtead of making another treaty, 
without their approbation, conſent, or knowledge, and to this time 
not communicated to them ; by which it appears he has annulled the 
former treaty, and the authority thereby acquired to the Company, 
as a grievance and uſurpation; to which, from the general corrup- 
tion of their ſervice, no other remedy could be applied than a formal 
renunciation of their power and influence; for which ſaid actings 
and dojngs the ſaid Warren Haſtings is guilty of an high crime and 
miſdemeanor. „ 55 „ | 

LXXXIV. That the Company's army in India is an object re- 
quiring the moſt vigilant and conſtant inſpection, both to the happi - 
neſs of the natives, the ſecurity of the Britiſh power, and to its 


own obedience and diſcipline, does require that inſpection, in pro- 


portion as it is removed from the principal ſeat of Government; and 
the number and diſcipline of the troops kept up by the native 
Princes, along with Britiſh troops, 1s alſo of great moment and im- 
portance to the ſame ends: That Warren Haſtings, Eſq. pretending 
to purſue the ſame, did, in virtue of an authority acquired by the 
treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, give ſtrict orders, and to which he did 
demand a moſt implicit obedience, that all officers of the Nabob's 
army ſhould be appointed with the concurrence of the Reſident ;" 
and ſuppoſing the caſe, that perſons of obnoxious deſcription, or of 
known diſaffection to the Britiſh Government (of which he left the 
Refident to be the Judge) he did direct in the following words: 
_ « You are in ſuch caſe to remonſtrate againſt it: and if the Vizier 


« ſhould perfiſt in his choice, you are peremptorily, and in 12 
lo 


name, to oppoſe it as a breach of his agreement; and he did a 
direct, that the * Mootiana [or ſoldiers employed for the collection 


« of revenue] ſhould be reformed, and reduced into one corps for 
„the whole ſervice; and that zo infantry ſhould be left in the Nav 
4 . 66 9 | 


bob's 
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4%. bob's ſervice, but what may be neceſſary for his body guard; 
and he did farther order and direct as follows : That in quelling 


* diſturbances, the Commander of the forces ſhould aſſiſt you [the 


* ſaid Reſident] on the requiſition of the Vizier, communicated 
through you to him [the ſaid Commander] or at your own fingle 
application. It is directed, that the regiment ordered for the im- 
« mediate protection of your office and perſon, at Lucknow, ſhall 
« be reheved every three months, and during its ſtay there ſhall 
L act ſolely and exclufively under your orders.” And it appears, 
in the courſe of the Company's correſpondence, that the country 
troops, under the Nabob's ſole direction, would be ill-diſciplined 
and unſerviceable, if not worſe; and therefore the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings did order, that “ no infantry ſhould be kept in his ſer- 


„ vice;“ yet it appears that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did make an 
arrangement for a body of native treops, wholly out of the con- 
troul or inſpection of the Britiſh Government, and left a written 
order in the hands of Major Palmer (one of hs agents, who had 
deen continued there, though the Company was not permitted to 
employ any) to be tranſmitted to Colonel Cumming, as ſoon as an 
adequate force ſhall be provided for the defence of the Nabob's fron- 
tier, by detachments from the Nab ob's own battalions, the ſaid Co- 
lonel Cumming's forces, whom the others were to ſuperſede and 


replace, conſiſting wholly of infantry, and which, being intended 


for the ſame ſervice, were probably of the ſame conſtitution. 
LXXXV. That the old brigade of Britiſh. troops, which by 
treaty was to remain, had been lirefted, by the inſtructions of the 


ſaid Haſtings to the Reſident Middleton, and to the Reſident Bri- 
ftow, © not to be employed at the requiſition of the Vizier, any 


„ otherwiſe than through the Reſident; and the ſaid direction was 
properly given, it not being fit that Britiſh troops ſhould be under 
the ſole direction of foreign independent Princes, or of any other 
than the Britiſh Government; yet, notwithſtanding the proper and 
neceſſary direction aforeſaid, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, hath 


left the ſaid troops, by his new treaty, without any local controul, 


or even inſpection, notwithſtanding his powers under the treaty of 


Chunar, and his own repeated orders; and notwithſtanding the . 


miſchiefs and dangers which the ſaid Warren Haſtings did foreſee 
would refult therefrom, if left under the ſole direction of the Na- 
bab, and their own diſcretion, the ſaid Haſtings having ſtipulated with 
the ſaid Nabob not to exerciſe any authority, or even influence, 
ſecret or avowed, within his dominions. | 
EXXXVI. That the crime of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in at- 
tempting thus to abandon the Britiſh army to the ſole diſcretion of 
the Nabob of Oude, is exceedingly aggravated by the deſcription 
given by him ſeverally of the ſaid N 
tiſh army ſtationed for the defence of his dominions; in his letters 
to the Court of Directors, and in his minutes of conſultation, and 
particularly in his letter of 
immediately on the acceſſion of the 
Nabob, he did inform the ſaid Court, „that the Nabob had not, 
by all accounts, the qualities of the head or heart which fitted 


him for that office, though there was no diſpute concerning his 


« right to ſucceed;” and ſome years afterwards, when his ac- 


of Oude, and of the Bri- 
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counts muſt have been rendered more certain, he did, in his minute 


of conſultation, of the 15th of December 1779» (regularly tranſ- 
mitted to the Court of Directors) upon a difcuthon for withdrawing 
certain troops, kept up in the Nabob's country without his conſent, 
by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſtrongly urge as follows: The 
« xeceſſity of maintaining the ance and force which we poſſeſs 
« in the country, that the diſorders of his ſtate [the Nabob of 
« ude's ſtate] and diſſipation of his revenues, are the effects of 
e his own conduct, which has failed, not ſo much from the uſual 
effects of incapacity, as from the deteſtable choice he has made 
of the miniſters of his power, and the participation of his confi- 
e dence. I forbear to expatiate farther on his character: it is 
« ſufficient that I am underſtood by the Members of this Board, 
who muſt know the truth of my alluſions. Mr. Francis [a Member 
of the Board] ſurely was not aware of the injury he did me ¶ War- 
ren Haſtings] by attributing to the ſpirit of party the character 1 
gave Aſuph ul Dowlah [the Nabob of Oude]: he himſelf knows 
it to be true; and it is one of thoſe notorieties which ſuperſede the 
e neceſſity of any evidence. I was forced to the alluſion I made, by the 
* imputation caft on this Government, as having cauſed the evils which 
« prevail in the Government of the Nabob of Oude, which I could 
only anſwer by aſcribing them to their true cauſe, the character and 
% conduct of the Nabob of Oude. And the Reſident (appointed by 
the ſaid Haſtings, againſt the orders of the Court of Directors) as 
his particular confidential repreſentative, one whom the ſaid Na- 
bob did himſelf requeſt might be continued with him, by an"engage- 
ment in <writing, for ever, did ſome time before, that is, on the 3d of 
January 1779, aſſure the ſaid Haſtings and the Council General, 
„that ſuch is his Excellency's [the Nabob of Oude's] diſpoſition, 
„and ſo entirely has he loſt the confidence and affections of his 
„ ſubjects, that unleſs ſome reſtraint is impoſed on him, which 
« would effectually ſecure thoſe who live under the protection of 
his government from violence and oppreſſion, I am but too well 
* convinced, that no man of reputation or property will long 
continue in theſe provinces.” And that the ſaid Refident pro- 
ceeds to an inſtance of oppreſſion and rapine, „out of many of 
„ the Nabob's, which has cauſed a total diſaffection and want of 
confidence among his ſubjects ; he hoped the Board would take 
it into their humane conſideration, and interpoſe their influence, 
and prevent an act which would inevitably bring diſgrace upon 
„ himſelf, and a proportionable degree of diſcredit on the national 
« character of oh Engliſh, which I confider to be, more or leſs, 
„concerned in every,act of his adminiſtration ? 

LXXXVII. That no exception was ever taken by the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to the truth of the facts, or to the juſtneſs of the ob- 
ſervation of the ſaid Reſident, which he did tranſmit to the Court 
of Directors. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter from 
Chunar, dated the 29th of November 1781, ſpeaking of the re- 
ſtraints which had been put by him, the ſaid Haſtings, on the Na- 
bob, relative to his own Mootiana, or forces for collection and po- 
lice, and the neceſſity of uns the Reſident a controul in the 


nomination of the officers of his army, has aſſerted, that the ne- 
4s ceſſity 


/ 
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« ceflity of the reſervation aroſe from a too-well-known defect in 
„ the Nabob's character; if this check be withdrawn, and the 
& choice left abſolutely to the Nabob, the firſt commands in his 
« army will be filled up with the moſt worthleſs and abandoned of 
his ſubjects ;—his late Commander in Chief is a fignal and ſcan- 
« dalous inſtance of this.” Crs | n 
LXXXVIII. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated Benares, the 15th of October 1784, even 
after he had made the aforeſaid renunciation of the Company's 
authority and influence to the Nabob, did write, that the Na- 
bob, though moſt gentle in his manners, and endued with an 


L underſtanding much above the common level, has been wnfor- 
« tunately bred up in habits that draw his attention too much from 


his own affairs, and often ſubje him to the guidance of inſidious 
% and unworthy confidants; which, though more decently ex- 
reſſed, with regard to the Nabob, than in his former minutes, 


ſubſtantially agrees with them. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings - 


did inform the Court of Directors, after he had 1 cove- 
nanted to withdraw all the Compan 's influence, on the aſſurances 
and promiſes of a perſon ſo by himſelf deſcribed, that, for reaſons 


unded on his knowledge of the imbecility of the character of 


the Nabob, he waited in a frontier town, © that he might be at 
„ hand to counteract any attempt to defeat the effe of his pro- 
« ceedings at Lucknow; and in his letter to Mr. Wheler from 
the ſame place, he did write in the following words: “I am ſtill 
t near enough to attend to the firſt effects of the execution, and to 
<« interfere with my influence for the removal of any obſtructions 
4 to which they are or may be liable.” He therefore found that 
there was none, or but an inſufficient ſecurity to the effect of his 
| treaty, but in his own direct perſona] violation of it. What other- 
wiſe was wanting in the ſecurity for the Nabob's engagements, 


was to be ſupplied as follows: The moſt reſpe&able perſons of 


his family will be employed to counteract every other which ma 
& tend to warp him from it; and I am ſorry to ſay that fuch 1. 


« auce Was — And in another letter, “that he had equal 


« ground to expect every degree of ſupport which could be given 
e it by the cheats of his family, who are warmly and zea- 
4 loufly intereſted in it.” The principal male character of the 


family, and of the moſt influence in that family, being Salar Fung, 


uncle to the Nabob ; and the firſt female characters of the family, 
being the mother and grandmother of the reigning ſovereign; all 
of whom, male and female, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in ſundry 


letters of his own, in the tranſmiſſion of various official documents, 


and even in affidavits ſtudiouſly collected, and ſworn before Sir 
Elijah Impey, during his ſhort reſidence at Lucknow and Benares, 
did himſelf repreſent as perſons entirely diſaffected to the Engliſh 
power in India, as having been principal promoters, if not original 
contrivers, of a general rebellion and revolt, for the utter extir- 


Halte of the Engliſh nation; and, as ſuch, he, the ſaid Warren 


aſtings, did compel the Nabob reluctantly to take from them their 
landed eſtates ; and yet the ſaid Warren Haſtipgs has had the pre- 
fumprion to attempt to impoſe on the Eaſt-India Company, by p 
| ren 
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tending to place his reliance on thoſe three perſons for a ſettlement 
favourable to the Company's intereſts, on his renunciation of all 
their own power, authority, and influence, and on his leaving 
their army to the ſole and uncontrouled diſcretion of a ſtranger, 
meriting,. in his opinion, the deſcription given by him as aforeſaid, | 
as well as by him frequently aſſerted to be politically incapable of 
ſupporting his own power, without the aid of the forces of the 
Company. And the offence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in aban- 
doning a conſiderable part of the Britiſh army in the manner afore- 
aid, is much increaſed by the deſcription which he has himſelf 
given of the ſtate of the Lad army, and particularly of that part 
thereof which is ſtationed in the Nabob of Oude's dominions. For 
he did himſelf, on the 29th of November 1781, tranſmit the infor- 
mation following on that ſubject to the Court of Directors, namely, 
« that the remote ſtations of thoſe troops, plachg hs commanding 
« officers beyond the notice and controul of the Board [the Coun- 
&« eil General] at Calcutta, afforded too much of opportunity and 
ti temptation for unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the contagion 
% of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole army; a moſt re- 
« markable inſtance, and uncontrovertible proof of the prevalence 
« of this ſpirit, has been f&n in the Court Martial upon as jag | 
_ 4 Erſkine, where the court, compoſed of officers of rank and re- 
« ſpectable characters, unanimouſly and honourably, (mo/? ho- 
„ nourably) _ an acknowledged fact, acquitted him, which, 
“ in times of ſtricter diſcipline, would have been deemed a crime 
“ deſerving the ſevereſt puniſhment.” From which repreſentation. 
(if the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not falſely and unjuſtly accuſe and 
ſlander the Company's ſervice) it appeared, that the peculation 
which infected the whole army, derived from the taint which it had 
in Oude, and ſo fatal to the diſcipline of the troops, would be dan- 
8 increaſed by his treaty and agreement aforeſaid with the 
abob, and by his own ſaid evil counſel to the Court of Direc- 


rors. | | 
LXXXIX. 'That it appears, after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had, 
on grounds ſo diſgraceful to the Britiſh nation and Government, 
agreed to remove * ever the Britiſh influence and interference from 
the Government of Oude, on account of the diſorders in the ſaid 
Government, ſolely produced by his own criminal acts and criminal 
connlvances, that he did overturn his own ſettlement as ſoon as he 
had made it; and did, after he had aboliſhed the Company's Refi- 
dency as a 13233 wholly violate his own ſolemn agreement; 
for he did, for his private purpoſes, continue therein his own pri- 
vate agent, Major Palmer, with a number of officers and pen- 
ſioners, at a 3 to the revenues of the country greatly exceed- 
ing that of the eſtabliſhment under Mr. Briſtow, which he did repre- 
ſent as frightfully enormous, and which he pretended to remove; 
the former amounting to 112,950l. the latter only to 64,2021. 
XC. That his own ſecret agent, Major Palmer, did receive a 
ſalary or allowance equal to 22,8001. a year out of the diſtreſſed pro- 
vince of Oude; and this the _ TIO did declare not to be 1 | 


Company's ſervants 


186 MET HOON A 
than he abſolutely did really and bona fide ſpend ; and that he had 
retrenched conſiderably © in ſome of the articles, fince the expence 
« has been borne by the Vizier, and in every particular he made as 
<« little parade and ance as his. ſtation would admit,“ his ſta- 
tion being that of the ſaid Warren Haſtings's private agent. But if 
the ſaid large ſalary muſt be conſidered as merely equal to the ex- 
pences, large ſecret emoluments muſt be preſumed to attend it, in 
order to make it a place advantageous to the holder thereof. That 
the faid Palmer did apply to the Board at Calcutta, for a new au- 
thority- to continue tho ſaid eſtabliſhments, he concerving their con- 
tinuance, after the period of the Governor General's departure, 
e depended upon the pleaſure of the Board, and not upon the autho- 
„ rity of the Governor-General, under the ſanfion. of which they were 
„ efftabliſhed or confirmed." wt 
XCI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to ruin the Reſi - 
dent Briſtow, and to juſtify. himſelf for his. former proceedings re- 
ſpecting him, did bring before the Board a new charge againſt him, 
for-having paid a 1 of offices. and penſions to the 
the revenues of Oude; and the ſaid Briſ- 
tow, in making his defence againſt the charge aforeſaid, did plead, 
that he had found all the allowances on his liſt eſtabliſhed: before his 
laſt appointment to the Reſidency ; that they had grown to that 
exceſs in the interval between his firſt removal by the ſaid: Warren 
Haſtings and his re-appointment ; and having adduced many reaſons 
to make it highly improbable: that the ſaid Haſtings was perfectly 
well acquainted with it, and did approve of the expenſive eſtaþliſh- | 
ments which he, the ſaid: Briſtow, ſimply had paid, but im- 
poſed; he did alledge, beſides the official aſſurances of his prede- 
ceſſor, Middleton, certain facts, as amounting to a direct proof that 
the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, was not averſe to the 
Vizier's granting large ſalaries to more than one European gentle» 
man; and the firſt inſtance was to Mr. Thomas, a ſurgeon, who, 
excluſive of his pay from the Company, which was 1440l. a year, 
claimed from the Maier, with Mr. Haſtings's knowledge, the ſum 
of: 97631. a year, and upwards, making together 11,2031. per ann. 
The next was Mr. Trevor Wheler, who did receive upon the ſame 
eſtabliſhment, when he was fourth aſſiſtant at Oude, 6, oo0l. a year; 
and which laſt fact the ſaid Haſtings has admitted upon record, 
that the accuſations of Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper did oblige 
and compel him to acknowledge, denying at the ſame time that 
the allowance of the Reſidents, Middleton and Briſtow, except 
in this ſingle inſtance, were ever authoriſed! by him; whereas his 
own agent, Palmer, did, in his letter of the 27th of March 1785, 
repreſent, that the ſaid ſalaries and allowances (if not more and 
larger) were by him authoriſed or confirmed. | 
CII. That the aforeſaid! Briſtow. did alſo: produce the follows. 
ing letter, in proof that Mr. Haſtings knew and approved of large 
falartes to Britiſh ſubjects upon the revenues of Oude; and which 
he did declare, that nothing but thene ceſſity of ſelf : defence could 


have induced him to produce. 1 | 
| | "TS 


4 R Þ 1 C „ X IVE wi 
. Dear Briſtow, : | 3 52 


1 Sir Eyre Coote has ſome field allowances to receive from the 


« Vizier; they amount to Sicca rupees 15,554 per month; and he 


4 has been paid up by the Vizier to the zcth of Auguſt 1782. The 
% Governor has directed me to write to you, to requeſt you to re- 
« ceive what is due from. the Vizier from the 20th of Auguſt laſt, 
«. at the rate of Lucknow Sicca rupees 15,554 per month, and ſend 


* me a bill. for the amount, the receipt of which I will acknow- 


« ledge in the capacity of Sir Eyre Coote's attorney; and the Go- 
« yernor defires, that you will continue to receive Sir. Eyre 
« Coote's field allowances at the ſame rate, and remit the money 


G to me as it Comes in 


Calcutta, January | 
25, 1783, (Signed) 


CHARLES CROFTES."” 


 XCTII. That Sir Eyre Coote aforeſaid was, at the time of the 
ſaid field allowances, not ſerving in the country of Oude, on 
which the ſaid allowances were charged, but in the Carnatic, 
 XCIV. That from the declaration of the ſaid Haſtings himſelf, 
that it was the conviction of Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Cowper, that 
could alone oblige and compel him to acknowledge certain of his afore- 
_ ſaid practices, and that nothing but the neceſſity of ſelf defence could 
have induced Mr.Briſtow to make public another, and much ſtronger 
inſtance of the ſame, it is to be violently preſumed, that were 
theſe two, or either, or both, neceſſities did not exiſt, many evil 
and oppreſſive practices of the ſaid Haſtings do remain undiſcovered. 
That if it had not been for the conteits between him, the ſaid 
Haſtings, and the Refident Briſtow, not only the before-mentioned 
2% but the whole of the expenſive civil eſtabliſhments for 
ngliſh ſervants at Oude, would have been for ever concealed 
from the Directors, and from Parliament; and yet the ſaid Haſtings 
has had the audacity to pretend ſo complete an 1gnorance of the 
facts, that, repreſenting theVizier as objecting to the largeneſs of the 
payments made by Briſtow, and ſtating a very reduced liſt, which 
he was willing to allow for, amounting to 30,0001. a year, the 
ſaid Haſtings did affect to be alarmed at the magnitude even of 
the liſt ſo curtailed, expreſſing himſelf as follows, in his minute of 
the 7th of December 1784—“ For my own part, when the Vizier's 
« Miniſter firſt informed me, that the amount which his maſter 
* had authoriſed, and was willing to admit, for the charges of the 
© Refidency, and the allowances of the gentlemen at Lucknow, 
* was 25,000 rupees per month, I own I was ſtartled at the magni- 
* tude of the ſum, and was ſome days hefitating in my mind, whe- 
* ther I could with propriety admit of it.“ Whereas he well knew, 
that the three ſums alone, of which the neceſſities aforeſaid had 
compelled the diſcovery, did greatly exceed that ſum, of which, at 
the firſt hearing, he affects to have been ſo excecdingly pen and 


thrown into a ſtate of heſitation, which continued for ſome days a 
an 
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22 h he, the ſaid Haſtings, was conſcious that he. 
at the ro time, a authoriſed an. eſtabliſhment | e 


times the amount thereof. F- 
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it was the declared policy of the C will + 2 
3 | iſition of the Duannes of Bengal, to continu = 
the Count 32 under the inſpection of the Neſi- 3 

| dent at the Nahob's Durbar in the firit inſtance, and that of 

the Preſident and Council in the laſt; and for that pur — 

5 did ſtipulate to aſſign, for the ſupport of the dignity g 

| the Nabob, an annual allowance from the revenues; equal ts: - ,.- 

BH fanrbundred poundsayean . 1 OR 

II. That, during the Country Government, the principal = 

ive perſon. in the adminiftration of affairs, for fank, andi 

reputation of probity; and of knowledge in the revenues 3 

and the laws, was Mahomed Reza Khan, who, beſides lange 3 

landed property, was poſſeſſed of offices, whoſe emolument? 

2 nearly, if not altogether, to one hundred thouſand 3 

IV. Thatthe Company's ſerv in the beginning, ; 

need of natives of integrity and experience to act in the ma- — 
e 2 nagement 
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nagement thereof. On that ground, as well as in regard to 
the rank which Mahomed Reza Khan held in the country, 
ald the confidence of the people in him, they, the Preſident 
and Council, did inform the Court of Directors, in their 
letter of the goth of September 1765, that, “ as Mahomed 
cc. Reza Khan's ſhort adminiſtration was irreproachable, the 
< determined to continue him in a ſhare of the authority;” 
and this information was not 2 lightly, but was foun 
upon in enquiry into his conduct, and a minute examination 
of charges made againſt him by his rivals in the Nabob's 
Court; they having inſinuated to the Nabob, that a deſign 


was formed for depoſing him, and placing Mahomed Reza on 
his throne; but, on examination, the Preſident and Council 


declare, that “he had ſo openly and candidly accounted for 


c every rupee diſburſed from the Treaſury, that they could 


<« not, without injury to his character, and injuſtice to his 
“ conduct, during his ſhort adminiſtration, refuſe continu- 
cc ing him in a ſhare of the government.” 


V. That the Company had reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 


arrangement made, fo far as it regarded him; the Preſident 
and & 


uncil having informed them in the following year, in 


their letter of the th of December 1766, that © the bags 


cc increaſe of the revenue muſt, in a great meaſure, be aſcrib- 


cc ed to Mr. — and to Mahomed Reza Khan's 


: oy ound knowledge in the finances.” | 
+ That the then Preſident and Council, finding it ne- 


ceſſary to make ſeveral reforms in the adminiſtration, were 


principally aided in the ſame by the ſuggeftion, advice, and 
 affiſtance of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan; and, in their 
letter to the Court of Directors of the 24th of June 1767, 


they ſtate their reſolution of reducing the emoluments of 
office, which before had ariſen from a variety of preſents,” 


and other perquiſites, to fixed allowances; and they ſtate the 


merits of Mahomed Reza Khan therein, as well as the im- 


portance, dignity, and reſponſibility of his ſtation, in the 
following manner: | | 


«© Mahomed Reza Khan has now, © himſelf, with great. 


& delicacy of honour, repreſented to us the evil conſequences 
cc that muſt enſue from the continuance of this practice; 


6 ſince, by ſuffering the principal officers of the government 


<« to depend for the ſupport of their dignity on the precari- 


e ous fund of perquiſites, they in a manner oblige them to 


« purſue oppreſſive and corrupt meaſures, equally injurious 
© to the country and the Company; and they accordingly 
« aſſigned twelve lack of rupees for the maintenance and 
„ ſupport of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, and two other 
se principal perſons, who held in their hands the moſt im- 


« portant 


$74 


ARTICLE ff 5: 


| « portant employments of that government, having regard 
tc to their elevated ſtations, and to the expediency of ſup- 


« porting them in all the ſhew and parade requiſite to keep 


« up the authority and influence of their reſpective offices, 
cc. as they are all men of weight and conſideration in the 
c country, who held places of great truſt and profit under 
cc the former government. We further propoſe, by this act 
ce of generoſity, to engage their cordial ſervices, and con- 
« firm them ſteady in our intereſts, ſince they cannot hope, 


« from the moſt ſucceſsful ambition, to rife to greater ad- 


« yantages by any chance or revolution of affairs. At the 
c ſame time it was reaſonable we ſhoald not loſe ſight of Ma- 
cc homed Reza Khan's paſt ſervices; he has purſued the Com- 
ee pony's intereſt with ſteadineſs and diligence ; his abilities 
« qualify him to perform the moſt important ſervices. - 'The 


c unavoidable charges of his particular ſituation are great: 


cc in dignity he ſtands ſecond to the Nabob only and as 
ée he engages to increaſe the revenues, without injuſtice or 
cc oppreſſion, to more than the amount of his ſalary, and to 
** relinquiſh . thoſe advantages, to the amount of eight lacks of 
( rupees per annum, Which he heretofore enjoyed, we thought 
ec it proper, in the diſtribution of ſalaries, to conſider Ma- 


« homed Reza Khan in a light ſuperior to the other Mini- 
& ſters. We have only to obſerve farther, that great and 


cc enormous as the ſum muſt appear, which we have allotted 
«& for the ſupport of the Miniſters of the Government, we 
<« will not heſitate to pronounce that it is neceſſary and rea- 
<« ſonable, and will appear fo, on the conſideration of the 
« power which men employed on theſe important ſervices 
&« have, either to obſtruct or promote the public good, un- 


& Jeſs their integrity be confirmed by the ties of gratitude - 


cc and intereſt.” 


VII. That the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khin continued, with 


the ſame diligence, ſpirit, and fidelity, to execute the truſt 
repoſed in him, which comprehended a large proportion of 


the weight of government, and particularly of the collecti- 
ons; and his attachment to the intereſt of the Company, and 


his extenſive knowledge, was again, in the courle of the 
your 1767, fully acknowledged, and ſtated. to the Court of 

irectors; and it farther appears, that by an inceſſant appli- 
cation to buſineſs, his health was conſiderably impaired, 
which gave occaſion, in the year following, that is, in Fe- 
bruary 1768, to a freſh acknowledgment of his ſervices, in 
_ theſe terms: © We muſt, in juſtice to Mahomed Reza Khan, 


« expreſs the high ſenſe we entertain of his abilities, and of 


the indefatigable attention he has ſhewn in the execution 
of the unportant truſt repoſed in him; and we cannot but 
- 4 | & lament 


7 


1 


„reren 


« Jament the proſpect | 
« ſent declining ſtate of his health.” iP 


VIII That as, in the imereaſe of the revenue, the faid 


Mahomed Reza Khin was employed as a perſon likely to im- 
prove the ſame, without detriment to the people, fo, when 
the ſtate of any province ſeemed to require a remiſſion, he 

was employed as a perſon diſpoſed to the relief of the people 
without fraud to the revenue; and this was expreſſed dy the 
Preſident and Council as follows, with relation to the re- 
miſſions granted in the province of Bahar: « That the ge- 


'< neral knowledge of Mahomed Reza Khan, in all matters 


_ < relative to the Duannee revenues, induced us to confent 
* to fuch deductions being made, from the general ſtate of 
cc that province at the laſt Poonah, as may be deemed irre- 
< coverable, or fuch as may procure an immediate relief and 
& encouragement to the ryots in the future cultivation of 
« their lands.“ DG | | 
IX. That the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, in the execution 
of the ſaid great and important truſts and powers, was not 


ſo much as ſuſpected of an ambitions or encroachiug ſpirit, 


which might make him dangerous to the Company's, then re- 
cent, authority; or whieh might render his precedence inju- 
rious to the conſideration due to his co es in office; bur, 


on the contrary, it appears that a plan having been adopted 


for dividing the adminiſtration, in order to remove the Na- 
bobs jealouſies, the ſame was in danger of being ſubverted 


by the ambition © of two'of his colleagues, and the exceſſive 


« moderation of Mahomed Reza Khan.” And for a remedy 
of the inconveniencies, which might ariſe from the exceſs of 
an accommodating temper, though attended with irreproach- 


able integrity, the Preſident and neil did fend one of their 


own members, as their deputy to the Nabob of Bengal, at 


his capital of Maxadavad; and this meaſure appears to have 


been adopted for the ſupport of Mahomed Reza Khan, in 
conſequence of an RAY made, and advice given by Lord 
Clive, in his letter of the 30 of July 1765; in which letter, 
he expreſſes himſelf of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan as fol- 
lows: It is with pleaſure I can acquaint you, that the 
« more I ſes f Mahomed Reza Khan, the ſtronger is my convic- 
« tion of his honour and moderation; but that, at the ſame 
« time, I cannot help obſerving, that either from timidity, 
s or an erroneous principle, he is too ready to ſubmit to en- 
& croachments upon that proportion of power that has been 
& allotted him.” > 3 . 
KX. That the Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan dying in February 


1765, Mahomed Reza Khan was appointed guardia to his 


children, and adminiſtrator of his office, or regent, which 
pe | appoint 


of loſing his ſervices, from the pre- 
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appointment the Court of Directors did approve. - But the 
party oppoſite to Mahomed Reza Khan having continued to 
_ cabal againſt him, ſundry accuſations were framed, relative 


to oppreſſion at the time of the famine, and for a balance due 


during his employment ot Collector of the Revenues z upon 
which the Directors did order him to be deprived of his of 
fice, and a ſtrict enquiry to be made into his conduct. 
Xl. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then lately appoint- 
ed to the Preſidency, did, on the iſt of April, and on the 
24th of e. 1772, write letters to the Court ot Di- 
rectors, informing them, that on the very next day aſter he 
had received (as he aſſerts) their private orders, “ addreſſed 
4 to himſelf alone, and not to the Board, he did diſpatch, 
by expreſs meſſengers, his orders to Mr. Middleton, the Re- 
ſident at the Nabob's Court at Muxadavad, in a public cha- 
racter and truſt with the Nabob, to arreſt in his capital and 
at his court, and without any previous notice given of any 
change, his principal Miniſter, the aforeſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan, and to bring him down to Calcutta; and he did care- 
fully conceal his ſaid proceedings from the knowledge of the 
Board, on pretext of his not being acquainted with their 
diſpoſitions, and the influence which he thought that the ſaid 
Mahomed Reza Khan had amongſt them. 6 OE 23 anal 
XII. That the faid Warren Langes at the time he gave 
his orders as aforeſaid, for arreſting the ſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan, did not take any meaſures to compel the appearance 
of any other perſons as witnefles, declaring it as his opi- 
nion, © that there would be little need of violence to obtain 
« ſuch intelligence, as they could give, againſt their former 
« maſter, when his authority is taken from him ;” but he did 
_ afterwards, in excuſe for the long detention and impriſon- 
ment of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, without any proofs 
having been obtained of his guilt, or meaſures taken to bring 
him toa trial, aſſure the Directors, in direct contradiction to 
his former declaration, “that the influence of Mahomed 
% Reza Khan ftill prevailed generally throughout the coun- 
« try, in the Nabob's Houſehold, and at the capital, and was 
& ſcarcely affected by his preſent diſgrace,” - notwithſtand- 
ing, as he, the ſaid Ratings, doth confeſs, he had uſed his 
utmoſt endeavours © to break that influence, by removing 
his dependants, and putting the direction of all the affairs 
„ that had been committed to his care into the hands of the 
« moſt powerful or attive of his enemies; that he depended on 
e the activity of their hatred to Mahomed Reza Khan, in- 
„ cited by the expectation of rewards, for inveſtigating the 
C conduct of the latter; that with this the inſtitution of the 
© new Duannee coincided, and that the fame principle had 
E | | «© guided 


„ 
. 
44 ter ſthe ſon of Nundcomar, and a mere inſtrument in the 

cc of his father] for the Duannee of the Nabob's 

„ houſehold, both the declared enemies of Mahomed Reza 


"A 


er him in the choice of Munny — — and Rajah 


rdaſs, the former for the chief adminiſtration, the lat- 


XIII. That although it might be true that enemies will 


become the moſt active proſecutors, and as ſuch may, though 


under much guard and many precautions, be uſed: even as 


witneſſes; and that it ought not to be an exception, ſuppoſ- 
ing their character and capacity otherwiſe good, to the ap- 

pointing them to power; yet to advance perſons to power, on 

the ground not of their honour and integrity, which might 


have produced the enmity of bad men, but merely for the 
enmity itſelf, without any reference whatſoever to a laudable 
cauſe, and even with a declared ill opinion of the morals of 


one of the party, ſuch as was actually delivered in the ſaid 
e 


letter, by him the ſaid Haſtings, of Nundcomar (and which, 


time has ſhewn, he might alſo on good ground have conceived 


of others) was, in the circumſtances of a criminal enquiry, 


a motive highly diſgraceful to the honour of government, and 


deſtructive of impartial juſtice, by holding out the greateſt 


of all poſſible temptation to falſe accuſation, to corrupt and 
faQtious conſpiracies, to perjury, and to every ſpecies of in- 


juſtice and oppreſſion. | 8 
XIV. That in conſequence of the aforeſaid motives, and 
others pretended, which were by po means a ſufficient juſti- 


' fication to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he did appoint the wo- 
man aforeſaid, called Munny Begum, who had been of the 
loweſt and moſt diſcreditable order in ſociety, according to 
the ideas prevalent in India, but from whom he received ſe- 
veral ſums of money, to be guardian to the Nabob in prefer- 
ence to his own mother, and to adminiſter the affairs of the 


government in the place of the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan, the 


ſecond Muſſulman in rank after the Nabob, and the firſt in 
knowledge, gravity, weight, and character, among the Muſ- 
ſulmen of that province. And in order to try every method 


and to take every chance for his deſtruction, the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings did maliciouſly and oppreſſively keep him under 
confinement, for a part of the time, without any enquiry, 


and afterwards, with a flow and dilatory trial, for two years 


together. 


XV. That notwithſtanding a total revolution in the 
power, in part avowedly made for his deſtruction, the per- 
ſons appointed for his trial did, on full enquiry, compleatly 
acquit the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan of the criminal charges 


againſt him, on account of which he had been ſo long per- 


ſecuted 
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 ſecuted and confined, and ſuffered much in mind; body, and 
fortune; and the. Court of Directors, in their letter of th 
3d of Marel 55 teſtify their ſatisfaction in the conduct ang 
reſult of the faid. enquiry, and did direct the reſtoratiqn of 
dhe faid Mahomed Reza Khan to liberty, and to the offices 
which he had lately held, which. comprehended the manage- 
ment of the Nabob's houſehold, and the general ſuperinten- 
deney of the juſtice of Bengal; but according to the orders 
of the Court of Directors, his appointments were reduced ta 
thirty thouſand pounds a year, or thereabouts, of. Which h 
did make grievous complaint, on account of the expences at- 
tendant on his ſtation, and the heavy debts which he had been 
obliged to contract during his unjuſt perſecution and impriw * 
ſonment aforeſaid. ae aaa belrehan 3 oa e 
XVI. That on the removal of the ſaid Mahomed Reza 
Khan from the Superintendency of the Criminal Juſtice, and 
in conſequence of letting the province of Bengal in by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, ſeveral dangerous and. miſchievous inno- 
vations were made by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the 
Criminal Juſtice of the country was almoſt wholly ſubvertedy 
and great irregularities and diſorders did actually enſue, - 
| XVII. That the Council General, eſtabliſhed by Act of 
Parliament in the year 1773, did reſtore. the ſaid Mahomed 
Reza Khan, with the conſent and approbition of the Nabob 
(but under a proteſt from the ſaid Warren Haſtings) to his 
liberty, and to his offices, according to the ſpirit of the or- 
ders given by the Court of Directors as aforeſaid; and the 
Court of Directors did approve of the ſaid appointment, and 
did aſſure the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan of their favour and 
protection, as long as his conduct ſhould merit the ſame, in 
the following terms: As the abilities of Mahomed Reza © 
« Khan. have been ſufficiently manifeſted ; as official experi- 
& ence qualifies him for ſo high a ſtation, in a more eminent 


>” Ml degree than any other native with whom the company has 


cc been connected; and as no proofs of maladminiſtration _ 

e have been eſtabliſned againſt him, either during the ſtrict 

c“ inveſtigation of his conduct, or ſince his retirement; we 

c cannot under all circumſtances but approve your recom- 

«© mendation of him to the Nabob, to conſtitute him his 

«© Naib. We are well pleaſed that he has received that ap- 

4 pointment, and authoriſe you to aſſure him- of our favour, 

& ſo long as a farm attachment to the intereſt of the Com- 

e pany, and a proper e of the duties of his ſtation, 
& ſhall render Him worthy of our protection.“ And the ſaid - 

Mahomed Reza Khan did continue to execute the ſame, 

without any complaint whatſoever of malverſation or negli- | 

gence, in any manner or degree, in his ſaid gſſic e. 
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XVIII. That in March 1998 the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


under colour that the Nabob had compleated his twentieth 


year, and had deſired to be placed in the entire and uncon- 


trouled management of his own affairs, and that Mahomed 


Reza Khan ſhould be removed from his office, and that Mun- 


ny Begum his ſtepmother, the dancing girl aforeſaid, - ſhould 


take on herſelf the management of the Nizamut [the Go- 
cc yernment- and general Superintendency of Criminal Juſ- 
cc tice] without the interference of any perſon whatſoever ;? 
and, notwithſtanding the contradictions in the pretended ap. 


plications from the Nabob, with whoſe incapacity for all af- 
fairs he was well acquainted, did, in defiance of the orders of 


the Court of Directors, and without regard to the infamy of an 


arrangement, made for the evident and declared purpoſe of de- 


livering not only the family with the Prince, but the govern- 
ment and juſtice of a great kingdom, into ſuch inſufficient, 
currupt, and ſcandalous hands; and though he has declared 
his opinion, © that our national character is concerned in 
« the character which the Nabob may abtain in the public 


& opinion,” on obtaining a majority in Council, without 
any complaint, real or pretended, remove the ſaid Mahomed 


Reza from all his offices, and did partition his ſalary as a ſpoil 
in the following manner: — To Munny Begum, the dancing 
girl aforeſaid, an additional allowance of ſeventy-two thou- 


ſand rupees [7,200l.] a year; to the Nabob's own mother, 


but half that ſum, that is to ſay, 36,000 rupees ]3,6001.] a 
year; to Rajah Gourdaſs, ſon of Nundcomar (whom he had 


deſcribed as a weak young man) 72,000 rupees [7,2001.] a 


year, as Controller of the Houſehold; and to a magiſtrate 
called Sudder ul Hock, who, in real ſubſerviency to the ſaid 
Munny Begum, was nominally to act in the department of 


Criminal Juſtice, 78, ooo rupeees [7,8001.] a year; the total 


of which allowances exceeding the falary of Mahomed Reza 
Khan by 18,000 rupees | 1, 800l.] yearly, he did, for the cor- 
rupt and ſcandalous purpoſes aforeſaid, order the ſame to be 
made up from the Company's Treaſury, 
XIX. That Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, having moved 
that the execution of the aforeſaid arrangement, the whole 
expence of which, ordinary and extraordinary, was charged 
upon the Company's Treaſury, and therefore could not be 
even colourably diſpoſed of at the pretended will of the ſaid 
Nabob, might be ſuſpended until the pleaſure of the Court 
of DireCtors thereon ſhould be known ; and the ſame being 


reſolved agreeably to law, by a majority of the Council then 


preſent, the faid Haſtings urging on violently the immediate 
execution of his corrupt project, and having obtained, by the 
return of Richard Barwell, Eſquire, a niajority in Council, 
{ | 1 4 "= I. Ge : 4 | o in 
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in his own caſting vote, did reſcind, the aforeſaid reſolutions 
and did carry into immediate executjon the aforeſaid moſt un- 


warrantable, miſchievous, and ſcandalous deſi ggg 


XX. That the conſequences which might be expected from 
ſuch a plan of adminiſtration, did almoſt inſtantly, low from 
it. For the perſon appointed to execute one of the offices 
which had been filled kf Mahomed Reza Khan,.did ſoon find 
that the eunuchs of Munny Begum-began to employ their 
power, with great ſuperiority and infolence, in all the con- 
cerns of government, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, and 
did endeayour to diſpoſe of the offices relative to the ſame 
for their corrupt purpoſes,' and to rob the Nabob's ſeryants of 
their due allowances ; and in his letter of the 1ſt of Septem- 
ber 1778, he ſent a complaint to the Board, ſtating, . That 
& certain bad men had gained an aſcendancy over the Na- 
cc hob's temper, by whoſe inſtigation he acts.“ And after 
complaining of the flights he received from the Nabob, he 
adds, „Thus they canes the Nabob to treat me, ſometimes 
with indignity, at others with kindneſs, juſt as they think 
&« proper to adviſe him: Their view is, that by compelling 
c me to diſpleaſure at moſt unworthy treatment, they may 
“ force me either to relinquiſh my ſtation, or to join with 
c them, and act by their advice, and to appoint creatures of 
*© their recommendation to the different offices, from which 
& they might draw profit to themſelves.” © 
XXI. That, in a ſubſequent letter to the Governor, the 
ſaid ſuperintendant of juſtice did inform him, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings, of the audacious and corrupt manner in which, 
by violence, fraud, and forgery, the eunuchs of Munny Be- 
gum had abuſed the Nabob's name, to deprive the judicial and 
executory officers of juſtice of the ſalaries which they ought 
to have drawn from the Company's Treaſury, in the following 
words:“ The Begum's miniſters, before my arrival, with 
ce the advice of their counſellors, cauſed the Nabob to ſign a 
cc receipt, in conſequence of which they received, at two dif- 
c c ferent times, near 50, ooo rupees ¶ 5000l. ] in the name of 
© the officers of the Adawlut, Fouſdary, &e. from the Com- 
c pany's Circars; and having drawn up an account current 
& in the manner they wiſhed, they had got the Nabob to ſign 
ce it, and ſent it to me.” And in the ſame letter he aſſerts, 
© That theſe people had the Nabob entirely in their power.” , 
XXII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon this repreſen- 
tation, notwithſtanding bis late aten e. opinion of the fit- 
| neſs and the right of the Nahob to the ſole adminiſtration of 
his vwn affairs, authoratively forbid him from any interference 
therein, and ordered that the whole ſhould-be left to the ma- 
giſtrates aforeſaid ; to which he Nabob did, W 
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his pretended independence, yield an immediate and unreſery- 
ed ſubmiſſion ; for the ſaid Haſtings's order being given on 
the firſt of September at Calcutta, he received an anſwer from 
 Muxadayad on the third, in the following terms: Agree- 
& ably to your pleaſure I have relinquiſhed all concern with 
re the affairs of the Fouſdary and Adawlut, leaving the entire 
c management in Judder ul Hocks hands.“ Which ſaid 
cireumftance, as well as many others, abundantly proves, 
that all the Nabob's actions were, in truth and fact, entirely 
governed by the influence of the ſaid Haſtings; and that ho-w- 
Ever the ſaid Haſtings may have publicly diſcouraged the cor- 
rupt tranſactions of the ſaid Court, yet he did ſecretly uphold 
the authority and influence of Munny Begum, who did en- 
tirely direct. with his knowledge and countenance, all the 
proceedings therein. For eee 


XXIII. That, on the 154th of the ſame month of Septem- 
ber, he did receive a further complaint of the corrupt and 
fraudulent practices of the chief eunuch of the ſaid Munny 
Begum; and theſe corrupt practices did ſo continue and in- 
_creaſe, that, on the Toth of October 1778, he was obliged 
to confeſs, in the ſtrongeſt terms, the pernicious conſe- 
quences df his 'before-created unwarrantable and illegal ar- 
rangements; for, in a letter of that date to the Nabob, he 
exprefles himfelf as follows: At your Excellency's requeſt, 
.I ſent Sudder ul Hock Khin to take on him the admini- 
te {tration of the affairs of the Adawlut and Fouſdary, and 
ic hoped by that means not only to have given ſatisfaction to 


de your Excellency, but that, through his abilities and Experi- 


tc ence, theſe affairs would have been conducted in ſuch man- 
& ner, as: to have ſecured the peace of the country, and the 
cc happineſs of the people; and it is with the greateſt concern 
« Tlearn, that this meaſure is ſo far from being attended with 
te the expected advantages, that the affairs, both of the Fouſ- 
& dary and Adawlut, are in the greateſt confuſion imagin- 
& able, and daily robberies and murders are perpetrated 
© throughout the country. This is evidently owing to, the 
& want of a proper authority in the perſon appointed to ſu- 
« perintend them. I therefore addteſſed your Excellency on 
te the importance and delicacy of the affairs in queſtion, and 
ec of the neceſſity of lodging fi power in the hands of the 
or ona choſen to adminiſter them; in reply to which, your 
« Excellency expreſſed ſentiments coincident with mine: Not- 
c withſtanding which, your dependents and people, actuated 
ce by-/elfſþ and avaricious views, have by their interference [0 
cc impeded the buſineſs, as to throw the whole country into a Nate 
« of confuſion, from which nothing can retrieve it, but an un- 
& /:mited power lodged in the hand, of the ſuperintendant. 1 
55 8 « therefore 


re 4% 
ve therefore requeſt that your Excellency will give the ſtricteſt 


« injunctions to all your dependents, not to interfere in any 


de manner with any matter relative to the affairs of the 


« 'Adawhut and Fouſdary; and that you will yourſelf relin- 
c quiſh all interference therein; and leave them entirely te 

cc his management of Sudder ul Hock Khan: This is abſo+ 
ce lutely neceflary,” to reſtore the country to a fate of tran- 
ce quility.” And he concluded by again recommending the 
Nabob to withdraw all interference with the adminiſtrator 


aforeſaid ; © otherwiſe a meaſure, which I adopted + 014 


« Excellency's requeſt, and with a view to your fatisfaction, 
4 and the benefit of the country, will be attended with quite 
ce contrary effects, and bring diſcredit on me.“ 
XXIV. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the letter aforeſaid, in 
which he ſo ſtrongly condemns the acts, and fo clearly 
marks out the miſchievous effects, of the corrupt influence 
under which alone the Nabob acted, and under which alone, 


- 


from his known 17 and his dependence on the perſon 


ſupported by the ſaid Haſtings, he could act, did propoſe to 
put all the offices of juſtice (which on another occaſion he had 
requeſted him to permit to remain in the hands which then 
held them) into his own diſpoſal; telling him, or rather the 
woman and eunuch who governed him, * that if his Ex- 
cc eellency has any plan for the management of the affairs in 
ec future, be pleaſed to communicate it to me, and every at- 
c tention ſhall be paid to give your Excellency ſatisfaction.“ 
By which means, not only particular parts, as before, but 
the whole ſyſtem of juſtice was to be afloat, and to be fub- 


je to the purpoſes of the aforeſaid corrupt cabal of women 


and eunuchs. | - 45 

XXV. That the Court of Directors, on receiving an ac- 
count of the above arrangements, and being well apprized of 
the ſpirit, intention, Ma, probable effect of the ſame, did, in 
a clear, firm, and deciſive manner, expreſs their condemna- 
tion of the meaſure, and their rejection and reprobation of 
all the pretended grounds and reaſons on which the ſame was 
ſupported ; marking diſtinctly his prevarication and contra- 
diction in the fame, and pointing to him their full conviction 
of the unworthy. motives on which he had mate ſo ſhameful 
an arrangement; telling him, in the 17th paragraph of their 
general letter, of the 4th of February 1779, The Nabob's 


letters of the 25th and 3oth of Auguſt, of the 3d of Sep- 


ce temper, and 17th of November, leave us no doubt of the 
cc true deſign of this extraordinary buſineſs beiog to brit 
ve erco Mug) Begum, and again to inveſt her with im- 
c proper power and influence, not withſtanding our former 
e declaration, that ſo great a part of the Nabob's 2 
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cc tendance,” 


'« had been embezzled and miſapplied under her ſuperin- 
XXVI. That in conſequence of the cenſure and condem- | 


nation of 'the unwarrantable meaſures of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by the Court of Directors, on the aforeſaid and 
other weighty and ſubſtantial grounds, they did order and di- 


rect as follows, in the 20th paragragh of the general letter of 
the ſame date: As we deem it for the welfare of the coun- 


4 try, that the office of Naib Soubadar be for the preſent 


« continued, and that this high office ſhould be filled by a 


<« perſon of wiſdom, experience, and of approved fidelity to 
tc the Company; and as we have no reaſon to alter the opi- 
& nion given of Mahomed Reza Khan, in our letter of the 
c 24th of December 1776; we poſitively direct, that you 


5 forthwith ſignify to the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla our 


« pleaſure, that Mahomed Reza Khan be immediately re- 
ce ſtored to the office of Naib Soubadar ; and we further di- 
cc rect, that Mahomed Reza Khan be again aſſured of the 
c“ continuance of our favour, ſo long as a firm attachment 
ce to the intereſt of the Company, and a proper diſcharge of 
< the duties of his ſtation, ſhall render him worthy of our 
c protection.“ | 

"hg XVII That the aforeſaid direction did convey in it ſuch 
evident and cogent reaſon, and was ſo far enforced by juſ- 
tice to individuals, and by regard to the peace and happineſs 
of the natives, as well as by the common decorum to be ob- 
ſerved in all the tranſactions of government, that the ſaid 


Haſtings ought to have yielded a chearful obedience thereto, _ 


even if he had not been by a poſitive ſtatute, and his relation 
of ſervant to the Company, bound to that juſt ſubmiſſion, 


Yet the ſaid Haſtings did, without denying or evading any 


one of the reaſons aſſigned by the Court of Directors, or 
controverting the ſcandalous motives aſſigned by them for 
his conduct, contumacioully refuſe obedience to the above 
poſitive order, on pretence that the Nabob, who, he had de- 
clared it on record, to be as viſible as the light of the ſun, 
« is a mere pageant, and without even the ſhadow of au- 
<« thority,” did diſſent from the ſame; and he did encourage 
the ſaid Nabob, or rather the eunuchs, the corrupt Miniſters 
of Munny Begum, to oppole himſelf and themſelves to the 
authority of the ſaid Court of Directors; by which means 
the arrangement, three times either ratified or expreſsly or- 
dered by them, was wholly defeated; the aforeſaid corrupt 
er was continued; Mahomed Reza Khan was not re- 


ored to his office; and a leſſon was taught to the natives of 


all ranks, that the declared approbation, the avowed ſancti- 
on, and the decided authority of the Court of Directors, 


were 
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were wholly nugatory to their protection, againit the corrupt 
influence of their ſervants. | 2 
XXVIII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings,” on a reconci- 
| lation with Mr. Francis, one of the Council General, who 
made it a condition thereof that certain of the Company's 
orders ſhould be obeyed, and that Mahomed Reza Khan 
ſhould be reſtored to his offices, did, a conſiderable time af- 
ter, notwithſtanding the pretended reluctance of the Nabob, 
and his pretended freedom, make, for his convenience in the 
faid accommodation, the arrangement which he had unwar-' 
rantably and illegally refuſed to the orders of the Court of 


Directors; and did, of his own authority and that of the 


Board, reſtore Mahomed Reza Khin to his offices. 
XXIX. That, ſoon after the departure of the ſaid Mr. 
Francis, he did again deprive the ſaid Mahomed Reza Khan 
of his ſaid offices, and did make ſeveral great changes in the 
conſtitution of the criminal juſtice in the faid country; and 
after having, under pretence of the Nabob's ſufficiency for 
the management of his own affairs, diſplaced, without any 
ſpecific charge, trial, or enquiry whatſoever, the ſaid Ma- 
homed Reza Khan, he did ſubmit the faid Nabob to the en- 
tire direction, in all parts of his concerns, of a reſident of 
his own nomination, Sir John Doyley, Bart. and did order 
an account of the moſt minute parts of his domeſtick oeco- 
nomy to be made out, and to be delivered to the ſaid Sir 
yore Doyley, in the following words, contained in a paper 
y him intitled, INSTRUCTIONS from the Governor Ge- 
neral to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, reſpecting his con- 
duct in the management of his affairs: “ You will be pleaſed 
« to direct your Mutta Seddies to form an account of the 
« fixed ſums of your monthly expences, ſuch as ſervants 
« wages in the different departments, penſions, and other 
c“ allowances, as well as of the eſtimated amount of variable 
c expences, to be delivered to Sir John Doyley, 555 my in- 
& ſpection. I have given ſuch, orders to Sir john Doyley as 
« will enable him to propoſe to you ſuch reductions of the 
„ penſions and other allowances, and ſuch a diſtribution of 
„ the variable expences, as ſhall be proportionable to the 
ce total ſum of your monthly income; and I muff requeſt you 
c will conform to it.” And he did, in the ſubſequent articles 
of his ſaid inſtructions, order the whole management to be 
directed by Sir John Doyley, ſubject to his own directions, 
as aforeſaid; and did even direct what Company he ſhould 
keep; and did throw refleCtions on ſome perſons, in places 
the neareſt to him, as of bad character and baſe origin 
Perſons whom he ſhould decline to name as ſuch, « _—_ | 
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cc he heard that they ſtill availed themſelves of his goodneſs. 
ce to retain the places which they improperly. hold near his 
<« perſon.” And he did particularly order the ſaid Nabob 
not to admit any Engliſh, but ſuch as the ſaid Sir John Doy- 
ley ſhould approve, to his preſence; and did repeat the ſaid 


order in the following peremptory manner: © You muſt-for- 


&« bid any perſon of that nation to be intruded into your pre- 


cc ſence, without hs introduction.“ And he did 


« think myſelf obliged to interfere in another manner, if you 
ac neglect it.” WO 

captive condition of the ſaid Nabob, by informing him, in 
his imperious inſtructions aforeſaid, that this total, blind, 
and implicit obedience, in every reſpect whatſoever, to Sir 
John Doyley and himſelf perſonally, and without any refer- 
* ence to the Board, © was the very conditions of the compli- 
cc ance of the Governor General and Council with his late 


* xequifition;” which requiſition was, that he ſhould enjoy 


the free and uncontrouled management of his own affairs. And 
though the ſaid captive did offer, as he the ſaid Haſtings himſelf 
admits four lacks of his ſtipend, at that time reduced to 


fixteen lack, for the free uſe of the remainder, yet he did place 


him the ſaid Nabob in the itate of fervitude in the ſaid in- 
ſtructions laid down, but a very ſhort time after he had aſ- 
ſumed and uſed the ſaid Nabob's independent rights, as a' 


ground for refuſing to obey the Company's orders; and al- 


though he has declared or. pretended, on another occaſion, 
which he would have thought ſimilar, that any attempt to 
limit the houſehold expences of the Nabob of Oude, was an 
indignity „which no man living, however mean his rank in 
© life, or dependent his condition in it, would permit to be 
< exerciſed by any other, without the want or forfeiture of 
« every manly principle.“ 2 ey 

XXXI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did order the ſaid 
ſtipend (which was to be diſtributed, in the minuteſt particu- 
lar, according to the {aid Haſtings's perſonal directions) to 


be paid monthly, not to any ofhcer of the Nabob, bur to the 


ſaid reſident Sir John Doyley. And whereas the Governor. 
| General and Council did, on the appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Khan, according to their duty, inſtruct him, that “ he 
« do conform to, the erders of the Company, which direct, 
«that an annual account of the Nabob's expences be tranſ- 


te mitted, through the Reſident. at the Durbar, for the in- 


cc ſpection of this Board,” —the ſaid Haſtings, in making his 


new eftabliſhment in favour of his Reſident, did wholly 
* | . | - omit 


uire his 
obedience in the following authoritative ſtyle: 5 I ſhall 


XXX. That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did infult the 
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c emit the ſaid: inſtruction, and did confine the ſaid communi- 
cation to himſelf. privately. And in fact it does not appear 
that any accounts whatſoever of the difpoſition. of the ſaid 
large ſum, exceeding 160, oool. ſterling a year, has been laid 
or the Board, or at leaſt that any fact, account has been 
tranſmitted to the Court of Directors; and it is not fitting 
that any Britiſh ſervant of the Company ſhould have the ma- 
nagement of any publick money, much leſs of ſo great a ſum, 
without a public well-youched account of the ſpecific expen- 
dh . TT. 3 1 

XXXII. That the Court of Directors did, on the 17th 
of May 1766, propoſe certain rules for regulating the correſ- 
pondence of the Reſident with the Nabob of Bengal, in which 
they did direct, as a principle for the ſaid regulations, as 
follows (paragraph 16th): „We would have his correſpon- 
« dence to be carried on with the Select Committee through 
& the channel of the Preſident; he ſhould keep a diary of all 
% his tranſactions. His correſpondence with the natives 
„ muſt be publicly conducted,; copies of all his letters, ſent 
sand received, be tranſmitted monthly to the Preſidency, 
« with duplicates and triplicates to be tranſmitted home in 
« our general packet by every ſhip.” „„ | 
XXXIII. That the Gone and Select Committee (Lord 
Clive being then Preſident) did approve of the whole ſubſtan- 
tial part of the ſaid regulation (the diary excepted); and the 
principle, in all matters of account, ought to have been 
ſtrictly adhered to, whatever limitations may have been given 
to the office of Reſident, Yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in defiance of the aforeſaid good rules, orders, and late pre- 
cedent in conformity to the ſame, did not only withhold any 
order for the purpoſe, but, in order to carry on the — 
of the ſaid Durbar in a clandeſtine manner for his own pur- 
poſes, did, as aforeſaid, exclude all Engliſh from an inter- 
courſe with the Nabob, who might carry complaints or re- 
preſentations to the Board, or the Court of Directors, of his 
condition, or the conduct of the Reſident; and did further, 
to defeat all poſſible publicity, inſinuate to him, to give the 
preference to verbal communication above letters, in the 
words following, of the gth article of his inſtructions to the 
Nabob: „Although I deſire to receive your letters frequent- 
“ly, yet, as many matters will occur which cannot be fo 
*« eafily explained by letters as by converſation, 1 deſire that you 
will, on ſuch occaſions, give your orders to him, reſpect- 


„ing ſuch points as you may deſire to have imparted to me; 


* and I, poſtponing every other concern, will give an imme- 
„ diate and the moſt ſatisfactory reply concerning them.” 
Accordingly, no relation whatſoeyer has been received by 


C the 
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ihe Court of Directors of the faid Nabob's affairs; nor any 
account of the money monthly paid, except from public 
fame, which reports that bis affairs are in great diſorder, 
his ſervants unpaid, 


the Muſſulmen dependent on his family in a ſtate of indi- 


gence. 
”- - 
. No. XVIII. 
1 


PRs 1 


and many of them diſmiſſed, and all 


* —x— 4 bd 


A + 10 i E avi uy 


* - 
* 8 . * 
L ; 5 4788 . 
F . 4 3 


The Mogul delivered up to the Mahrattas ::. 
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I, JL Sha Allum, the Prince, commonly called tlie 
Y 


I Great Mogul, or, by eminence, Ye King, is, or 


lately was, in the poſſeſſion of the ancient eapital of Hindoſ- 
tan; and tho? without any confiderable territory, and with= 
out a revenue ſufficient to maintain a moderate ſtate, he is 


ſtill much reſpected and conſidered; and the cuſtody of this 


perſon is eagerly ſought by many of the Princes in India, n 
account of the uſe to be made of his title and authority; and 

it was for the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company that while; 
on one hand, no wars ſhall be entered into in ſupport of his 
pretenſions, on the other, no ſteps ſhould be taken which 


4 may tend to deliver him into the hands of any of the powW- 


erful ſtates of that dountry; but that he ſhould be treated 
with friendſhip, good faith, and reſpectful attention 
II. That Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to this ſafe, 
juſt, and honourable policy, ſtrongly preſcribed and enforced 

y the orders of the Court of Directors, did (at a time when 


he was engaged in a negociation, the declared purpoſe of 


which was to give peace to India) concur with the Captain 
General of the Mahratta ſtate, called Madajee Seindia, in 


hoſtile deſigns againſt the few remaining territories of that 


ſame Mogul Emperor, by virtue-of whoſe grant the Com- 
pany actually poſſeſs the government, and enjoy the revenues 
of great provinces, and alſo againſt the poſſeſſions of a Ma- 


| homedan Chief called Nudjif Cawn, a perſon of much me- 


rit with the Eaſt India Company; in acknowledgment of 
which they had granted him a penſton, included in the tribute 


due to the King, and, together with that tribute, taken from 


him by the ſaid Warren 1 though expreſsly guaran· 
teed to him by the Company. With both theſe powers the 
Company had been in friendſhip, and were actually at peace 
at the time of the ſaid clandeſtine concurrence in a deſign 

againſt them; and the ſaid Haſtings hath ſince declared, that 


the right of one of them, namely, © the right of the Mo- 


66 Emperor to our aſſiſtance, has been conſtantly acknowFw- 
7 . 8 : N TEE , 


« ledged. | 5 1 INE 
III. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of his 


treacherous concurrence * a deſign againſt a power, — 
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he was himſelf of opinion we were bound to aſſiſt, and againſt 
whom there was no doubt he was bound neither to form nor 
to concur in any hoſtile attempt, did give a caution to Colo⸗ 
nel Muir, to whom the negociation aforeſaid was entruſted 


on the part of the Company, againſt « inſerting any thing 
ce in the treaty which might expre/s/y mark our knowhdge of 
<« his [the Maratta General's] views or concurrence in them.” 


Which ſaid tranſaction was full of duplicity and fraud; and 
the crime of the ſaid Haſtings therein is aggravated, by his 
having ſome years before. witheld the tribute, which by 
treaty was ſolemnly agreed to be paid to the ſaid King, on 


pretence that he had thrown himſelf, for the recovery of his 
| =_ of Delhi, on the protection of the Marattas, whom the 


Warren Haſtings then called the natural enemies of the 


Company, and the growth of whoſe power he then alledged 


o be highly dangerous to the intereſts. of this kingdom in 

„ or | TELLS > hs 9 5 pan 
IV. That after having concurred, in the manner before 
mentioned, in a deſign of the Marattas againſt the Mogul; 
and notwithſtanding he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had for- 
mally declared, That with him [the Mogul] our connec- 
e tion had been a long time ſuſpended, and he wi/hed never to 
66 ſee it renewed, as it had proved a fatal drain to the wealth 


« of Bengal, and the Treaſury of the Company, without 


ce yielding one advantage or poſſible reſource, even of remote 
cc benefits in return; the ſaid Warren Haſtings did never- 
theleſs, on or about the month of March, 17 5 with the 
privity and conſent of the Members of the Board, 

authoritative act, diſpatch, as agents of him the Governor 


General only, and not as agents of the Governor General and 


Council, as they ought to have been, certain perſons, among 


whom were Major Browne and Major Davy, to the court of 
| the King at Delhi, and did there enter into certain engagements 


with the ſaid King, by the means of thoſe agents, and did 
carry on certain private and dangerous intrigues for various 
purpoſes, particularly for making war in favour of the 
ſaid King, againſt ſome powers or Princes not preciſely de- 


ſcribed, but which, as may be inferred from by ſubſequent 
correſpondence, to be certain Mahomedan Princes in the 


neighbourhood of Delhi, in amity with the Company, and 
ſome of them at that time in the actual ſervice, and in the 
apparent confidence and favour of, the ſaid Mogul ; and he 
did order Major Browne to offer to the Mogul King to pro- 
vide for the entire expence of any troops the Sha [the ſaid 
King] might require; and the propoſal was accordingly ac- 
cepted, with the gonditions annexed ; by which Pw 
25 . 
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and acceptance thereof, the Eaſt India Company was placed 
in a ſituation of great and perplexing difficulty, ſinee eithey 
they were to engage, t an unlimited expence, in new Wars, 
contrary to their orders, contrary to their. general · declared 
policy, and contrary to the publifled reſolutions of the Houſe 
of Commons, and wholly incompatible with the ſtate of 
their finances; or, to preſerve peace, they mult riſk the 
imputation of a new violation of ſaith, by departing from an 

agreement made on the voluntary propo al of their owhigo- 
vernment; the agent of the ſaid Haſtings having declartd, in 
his letter to the ſaid Haſtings, by him communicated to the 
Board, That the buſineſs of aſſiſting the Sha [the Mogul 

c Emperor] can and muſt go on, if we with to he ſecure in 
cc India, or regarded as a nation of faith and honour. 4 
V. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the a20th day of 
January 1784, ſend in circulation to the other Members of 
the Council, a letter to him from his Agent, Major Browns, 
dated at Delhi on the goth of December 1783, viz. that 
letter to which the foregoing references are made, in which 
the ſaid Browne did directly preſs, and indirectly (thougi 
ſufficientliy and ſtrongly) ſuggeſt ſeveral highly dangerous 
meaſures, for realizing the general offers and engagements of 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings ;---propoſing, that beſides a pro- +7 


portion of field artillery, and a train of battering,caunon for 
the purpoſe of ſieges, ſix regiments of Sepoys in the Com- 
pany's ſervice ſnould be trans ferred to that of the ſaid King, 
and that certain other corps ſhould: alſo be raiſed for the. ſaĩd 
ſer vice in the Engliſh provinces and dependencies, to be im- 
mediately under the King's {the Mogul's] orders, and to be 
maintained by aſſignments of territorial revenue within the 
province of Oude, a dependent member of the Britiſh. go- 
vernment, but with a caution againſt having any Britiſh of- 
ficer with the ſame; the ſaid: Major Erowne <xprefling his 
_ caution as followeth ; If any  Europcan ; oSicer be with 
te this corps, a very nice judgment inder Mt direct the 
« choice; for ſcarce any are in the ſmalleſt degree fit for ſuch 
« employ, but much more likely to do harm than good.“ 
And the letter aforeſaid, being without any obſervation there- 
on, or any diſavowal of the matters of fact, or of the Coun- 
cils ſo ſtrongly and authoritatively delivered therein, by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings's Agent, and without- any mark of dif. 
approbation of any part of his plan, whether that of the af. 
ſignment of territory belonging to the Companies allies for 
the maintenance of troops, which were to be by that plan 
put under the urders of a foreign independent power, or that 
of employing the ſaid troops without any Britiſh officer with 
| | mem 
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Company's records, which, if not an implied cenſure on the 
nature of the ſervice in which Britiſh officers are ſuppoſed 
improper to be truſted, is a ſtrong reflection on the character 


of the Britiſh offiters, which was to render them unfit to be | 


employed in an honourable ſervice.---The ſaid Warren Haſt- 


ings did thereby give a countenance to the faid unwarrantable 


s propoſals and refleftions. 


VI. That, a conſiderable time before the production and 
circulation of Major Browne's letter, the ſaid Haſtings did 


enter a minute of conſultation, containing a propoſition ſimi- 
lar in the general intent to that in the faid letter contained, 
for aſſiſting the Mogul with a military force; but the other 


Members of the Board did diſagree thereto, and being alar- 


med at the diſpoſition ſo ftrongly ſhewn by the ſaid Haſtings, 


in new wars, and dangerous foreign connections, 


to engage 

and poſſibly having intelligence of the proceedings of his 

agent, did call upon him to produce his inſtructions to Ma- 

jor Browne; and he did on the 5th of October 1783, and not 
enter on the conſultations a certain paper purporting 


to be the inſtructions which he had given to Major Browne 


the preceding March, the time of his, the ſaid Browne's, 


appointment; in which pretended inſtructions no direction 


whatſoever was given to the effect of his the ſaid Haſtings's 
minute of conſultation propounded; that is to ſay, no power 


was given in ſaid inſtructions to make a direct offer of mili- 
tary aid to the Mogul, or to form the arrangements ſtated 


the faid Browne, in his letter to the ſaid Haſtings, as ha- 
ving been made by the expreſs authority of the ſaid Haſtings 


himſelf. But the ſaid inſtructions contained nothing further 


on that ſubject, but a conditional direction, that in caſe a 
military force ſhould be required for the MoguPs aid or pro- 
tection, the Major is to know the ſervice on which it is to 
be employed, and the reſources from whence it is to be paid; 
and the inſtructions produced as his real inſtructions by the 


faid Haſtings, are ſo guarded, as to caution the ſaid Browne 


inſt taking any part in the intrigues of thoſe who are about the 
ing's perſon. By which letters, inſtructions, and tranſacti- 


Warten Haſtings, after ſix months delay in entering of (con- 
trary to the Company's order) any inſtructions to the ſaid 


Browne, did at laſt enter a falſe paper as the true, or that he 


did give other ſecret inſtructions, totally different from, 


and even oppoſite to his public oſtenſible inſtructions, there- 
by to deceive the Counsil, and to carry on, with leſs obſtruc- + 


tion, dark and dangerous intrigues, contrary to the orders of 


the . 


them; or for his alarming obſervation by him entered on the 


ons, compared with each other, it appears that the ſaid 
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the Court of Directors, to the true policy of this Kingdom, 
and to the ſufety of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the Eaſt. 
VII. That the ſaid letter from Major Browne was by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings. tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, 
without being accompanied = any part of the previous cor- 
reſpondence; by which wilful concealment the ſaid; Warren 
Haſtings is guilty of an high and criminal diſreſpect to the 
Court of Directors, and of a moſt flagrant breach and 
violation of their orders, which he was bound by an Act of 
Parliament to obey. e | 
VIII. That the ſaid Haſtings having early in the year 
1784 procured. to himſelf a deputation to act in the upper pro- 
vinces, the Council, being well aware of his diſpoſition to en- 
gage in unwarrantable deſigns againſt the neighbouring ſtates, 
did expreſsly confine his powers to the circumſtance of his ac- 
tual reſidence within the Company's provinces: But it ap- 
pears that ways were found out by which he hoped to defeat 
the precautions of the Board; for the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did write from Lucknow, the capital of the country-of Qude, 
to the Court of Directors, a certain poſtſcript of a letter, dated 
the 4th of May. 1784, in which he informs the Court that the 
ſon and heir apparent of the Great Mogul had taken refuge 
with him and the Nabob of Oude; that he had a conference 
with that Prince on the 1oth of the ſame month of May, 
cc no perſon; being either preſent or within hearing? during 
the ſame; and that in the ſaid conference the Prince had in- 
formed him of the diſtreſſes of his father, and his wiſh for the 
relief of the King, and the reſtoration of the dominions of his 
| houſe, as well as to reſcue him from the power of certain per- 
ſons not named, who degraded him into a mere inſtrument of 
their intereſted and ſordid deſigns; and that on a failure of his 
application to him, he would either return to his father, or 
proceed to Calcutta, and thence to England; and that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did give him an anſwer to the follow- 
ing effect: That our [Britiſh] government had juſt ob- 
<« tained relief from a ſtate of univerſal warfare, and required 
c a term of repoſe; that our whole nation was weary of war, 
* and dreaded the renewal of it, and would be equally alarmed 
at any movement of which it could not ſee the iſſue or progreſs, 
& but which might eventually tend to create new hoſtilities 3 that 
&« he came hither [to Lucknow] with a limited authority, 
“ and could not, if he choſe it, engage in a buſineſs of that 
© nature, wilhont the concurrence of his colleagues in office, who 
«© he believed would be averſe ta it; that he would repreſent the 
« {ame to the joint members of his own government, and 
ce wait their determination, In the mean time, he adviſed 
e the Prince to make advances to Madajee Scindia, hath be- 
3 e 5 | TS 6e cauſe 
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5 cauſe our government was in intimate and, ſworn connection 
« with him, and hecauſe he was the effectual head of the 
5 Mahratta ſtate ; beſides that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
ec 'feared his | Seindia's] taking the other fide of the queſtion, 
<nleſs he was early prevented.” e e, 


IX. That in the ſfatement of this diſeourſe, there is much 


criminal reſerve towards the Court of Directors, it not ap- 


pearing diſtinctly what the objects were, nor who the per- 


ſons concerned, nor what the ſide was which he apprehended 
the Mahrattas might take, if not prevented by his advances; 
and in the diſcourſe itſelf there were many particulars uta 


criminal; — For that in the ſaid converſation, in which 


he deſcribes himſelf as declining a compliance with the requeſt 
of the Prince, on account of the averfion (therein ſtrongly 
expreſſed) of his colleagues, of the Company, and of the 


whole Britiſh nation, to engage in any meaſures which might 


even eventually lead to hoftilities*—he ſpoke to the Prince as 
if he had been entirely ignorant of the offers which but five 


months before had been made to the King his father, on the 
art of that very government (whoſe repugnance to ſuch mea- 


ſures he then for the firſt time choſe to profeſs, but which he 
always had known) through Major Browne, the Company's 
Repreſentative at the Court of Delhi, 

cc entire expence' of any troops which the Sha [the King] 
c might require?” and that this was © what the Reſident 
& had always propoſed to the King and his confidential mini- 
ec ſters;—the ſaid Browne further declaring, that if, in con- 


ee ſequence of the ſaid propoſals, certain arrangements for 


“ the Sha's ſervice, by troops, were not immediately ordered, 


« in his opinion all our | ngliſh government's] offers and 
cc promiſes will be conſidered as falfe and infidious.” This be- 
ing the known ftate of the buſineſs, as repreſented by the ſaid 


Haſtings's own agent, and this the public opinion of it, al- 
though, to impoſe on the ignorance of the Prince, with re- 


gard to the proceedings at his father's court, would have been 
unworthy in itſelf, yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, could 


not hope to ſacceed in fuch impoſition, as, in the poſtſcript 
aforeſaid, he repreſents the ſaid Prince [who was the King's 
eldeſt fon, and thirty-ſix years of age] as a perſon of conh- 
derable qualifications, and perfectly acquainted with the tranſ- 
actions at his father's court, and as one who had long held 
the principal and moſt active part in the little that remained 
of the adminiſtration of Sha Allum. And the ſaid Haſtings, 


conferring with a Prince ſo well inſtructed, without making 


the {lighteſt alluſions to his ſaid poſitive and recent engage- 


ments, or without giving any explanation with regard to 


them, the ſaid Warren Haſtings muſt appear to the ſaid 


Prince 


& to provide for the 
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Prince either as a perſon not only contracting 1 


but actually being the firſt mover and propoſer of them, with- - 
out any authority from e e and againſt theirs and 
the general inclination of the Britiſh nation, and on that 
ground not to be truſted; or that he had uſed this plea of diſ- 
agreement between him and his Council as a pretence, ſet up 
without colour or decency, for a groſs violation of his own 
engagements ; leaving the princes and ſtates of the countr 
no ſalid ground on which they can or ought to contract witt 
the Company, to the utter deſtruction of all public confi- 
| dence, and to the equal diſgrace of the national candour, in- 
tegrity, and wiſdom. | | 8 
5 X. That, in a letter dated from the ſame place, Lucknow, the 
-16th of the followin e. 1784, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
informs the Court of Directors, that Major Browne, their 
1 to the Mogul, had arrived there in the character alſo 
Agent from the Mogul, with two ſets of inſtructions from 
two oppoſite parties in his miniſtry, which inſtructions were 
directly contrary to each other; the firſt, which were the 
oftenſible inſtructions, being to engage the ſaid Haſtings, in 
the Mogul's name, to enter into a treaty of mutual alliance 
with a chief of the country, then miniſter to the ſaid Mogul, 
called Afraſaib Khan; the ſecond were from another pr inci- 
pal perſon, called Mudjed al Dowla, alſo a miniſter of the 
ſaid Mogul (but ſtyled in the ſaid letter confidential, for diſ- 
tinction) which were directly deſtructive of the former; and 
the ſaid latter inſtructions, to which it ſeems credence was to 
be given, were ſent “under the moſt ſolemn adjurations of 
ſecrecy.” The purpoſe of theſe latter and ſecret inſtructions 
were to require the Company's aid in freeing the Mogul from 
the r e his ſervants, namely, from the oppreſſions 
of the ſaid Afraſaib, between whom and the Company Major 
Browne (at once Agent to that Company, and to two oppo- 
ſite factions in the Mogul's Court) accepted a power to make 
a treaty of mutual alliance, under the ſanction of his Sove- 
.reign ; and it does not appear that he, Warren Haſtings, did 
not diſcountenance the double-dealing and fraudulent agen- 
cies of his and the Company's miniſter at that Court; or did. 
diſavow any particular in the letter from him, the ſaid Browne, 
of the zoth of December 1783, ſtating the offers made on his 
part to the Mogul, ſo contradictory to his late declarations to 
the heir- apparent of that monarch, or did give any reprimand, 
to the ſaid Browne, or did ſhew any mark of diſpleaſure 
againſt him, as having acted without orders, but did again. 
ſend him, with renewed confidence, to the Court aforeſaid. 
XI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, fill purſuing . his 
evil . deſigns, did apply to the Council for diſcretionary 
; | | 5 1 powers. 
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powers relative to the intrigues and factions in the Mogul's 
Court, giving aſſurances of his reſolution not to proceed 
againſt their ſenſe: But the ſaid Council, being fully aware of 
his diſpoſition, and having Major Browne's letter, recorded 
by himſelf, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, before them, did re- 
fuſe to grant the ſaid diſcretionary powers; but, on the 
contrary, did exhort him *©* moſt r and cautiouſly to 
« avoid, in his correſpondence with the different Princes in 
& India, whatever may commit, or be ſtrained into an inter- 
te pretation of committing, the Company, either as to their 
« army or treaſure ;” oblerving, * that the Co:npany's or- 
cc ders are poſitive againſt their interference in the objects of 
c diſpute between the Country Powers. RG.” 
XII. That in order to ſubvert the plain and natural inter- 
pretation given by the Council to the orders of the Court 
of Directors, and 10 juſtify his dangerous intrigues, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, in his Ls of. the 16th of June 1784 to 
the ſaid Court, did, in a moſt inſolent and conteinptuous man- 
ner, endeavour to perſuade them of their ignorance of the 
true ſenſe of their own orders, and to limit their prohibition 
of interference with the diſputes of the Country Powers, to 
ſuch Country Powers as are permanent; expreſſing himſelf as 
follows: Ihe faction which now ſurrounds the throne | the 
% Mogul's throne] is widely different from the idea which 
& your commands are e Ar to convey by the expreſſions 
to which you have generally applied them of Country 
« Powers, to which that of permanency is a neceſſary adjunct; 
« and which may be more properly compared to a ſplendid 
„ bubble, which the ſlighteſt breath of oppofition may diſſi- 
pate, with every trace of its exiftence.” By-which con- 
ſtruction the faid Haſtings did endeavour to perſuade the 
Court of Directors, that they meant to confine their prohi- 
bition of Gnifter intrigues to thoſe powers only who could 
not be eaſily hurt by them, and whoſe ſtrength was ſuch that 
their reſentment of ſuch clandeſtine interference was to be 


dreaded ; but that where the powers were weak and fragile, 


ſuch intrigues might be allowed. 


XIII. That the ſaid Haſtings, further to perſuade the 
Court of Directors to involve themſelves in the affairs of 


the Mogul, and to reconcile this meaſure with his former 


conduct, and declared opinions, did write to them to the 


following effect; that „ at the former period, to which 
« the ancient policy with regard to the Mogul applied, 
« the King's authority was ſufficiently reſpected [which 


„ he knew not to be true, having himſelf declared, in his 


4 minute of the 25th of October 1774, That he remained 
Lat Delhi, the ancient capital of the empire, a mere cypher 


66 in 
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« in the adminiſtration of it.“ ] to maintain itſelf againſt 
< common viciſſitudes. That he would not have adviſed 
« interference, if the King himſelf retained the exerciſe of 
cc it, botwever 2 in his own hands. That if it [the 
« Mogul's aut 1 is ſuffered to receive its final extinc- 


e tion, it is impoſſible to forſee what power may ariſe out of 


« ts ruins, or What events may be linked in the chain of 
c revolution with it—your reputation certainly will, as his 
„ right to our aſſiſtance has heen conflantly acknowledged, 
«© and by a train of conſequences, to which our Government 


“ has, not intentionally, given birth; but more eſpecially 


« by the movements which ts influence, by too near an ap- 
« proach, has excited, it has unfortunately become the ef- 


cc ficient inſtrument of a great portion of the King's preſent. 


ce diſtreſſes and dangers; jintimating (as well as the ſtudied 
obſcurity of his exprefhons will permit any thing to be diſ- 
cerned) that his own late intrigues had been among the 
cauſes of the diſtreſſes and dangers, which by new intrigues 
he did pretend to remove: And he did conclude this 
part of his letter with ſome looſe expreſions of his caution 


not to affect the Company's intereſts or revenues by any 


meaſures he might at that time take. | 
XIV. That the principle, ſo far as the ſame hath been 
directly avowed, of the ſaid proceedings at the Mogul's 


Court, was altogether irrational, and the pretended object as 


impracticable, as the means taken in purſuit of it were 
fraudulent and diſhonourable, namely, the reſtoration of the 
Mogul in ſome degree to the dignity of his fituation, and 


to his free agency in the conduct of his affairs. For the ſaid 
Haſtings, at the very time in which he did with the greateſt 


apparent earneſtneſs urge the purpoſe which he 'pretended 
to have in view with regard to the dignity and liberty of 
the Mogul Emperor, did repreſent him as a perſon wholly 
diſqualified: and even indiſpoſed to 'take any active part 
whatſoever in the conduct of his own affairs; and that any 


attempt for that purpoſe would be utterly impracticable: 
And this he hath ſtated to the Court of Directors as 4 


matter of public notoriety, in his ſaid letter of the 16th 
of Jane 1784, in the following emphatical and deciſive 
terms. v2: 3 | SCOTT 
ou need not be told the character of the King, whoſe inert- 
“e neſs, and the habit of long ſuffering has debaſed his dig- 
-< nity and the fortunes of his houſe beyand the :power re- 
e trieving either the one or the other. Whilſt his perſonal 
«© repoſe is undiſturbed, he will prefer to live in the meaneft 
« fate of indigence, under the rules of men whoſe views are 
© bounded by avarice and the power which they derive 
23 D 2 5 | &« from 
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* from his authority, than commit any fhare of it; to his 
« own ſons, though his affection for them is boundleſs in 
* every other reſpect; from a natural jealouſy, founded 

< on the experience of a very different combination of 
e thoſe ' circumſtances - which once ſerved as a temptation 
« and example of unlawful ambition in the Princes of the 
« Royal Line. His Miniſters, from a policy more rea- 
“ ſonable, have conſtantly employed every means of in- 
4 fluence to confirm this diſpoſition, and to prevent his 
ec fons from having any ſhare, in the diſtribution of affairs, 
„ fo as to have efabliſhed a complete uſurpation of the 
& Royal Prerogative under its own ſanction and patron- 


47 XV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having given this 
opinion of the Sovereign for whoſe freedom he pretended 
ſo anxious a concern, did deſcribe the miniſter with whom 
he had long acted in concurrence, and from whom he had 
juſt received the extraordinary ſecret embaſſy. aforeſaid, for 
the purpoſe of effecting the deliverance of his maſter the 


Mogi), from the uſurpations of his miniſters, as follows; — 


« The firſt Minifter, Mujud ul Dowla, is totally deficient 
« in every military quality; conceited of his own ſuperior 
„ talents; and formed to the practice of that crooked: policy, 
« which generally defeats its own purpoſe, but ſincerely at- 
e tached to his maſter.” The reality of the ſaid attach- 
ment was not improbable but altogether uſeleſs; as the ſaid 
miniſter. was the , only one among the principal perſons 
about the King, who (beſides the total want of all military 
and civil ability) poſſeſſed no territories, troops, or other 


means of ſerving and ſupporting him; but was himſelf ſolely 


upheld by his influence, over his maſter ; neither doth the 
aid Haſtings free him any more than the perſons more ef- 
ficient, who were to be deſtroyed, from a diſpoſition to alie- 


nate the King from an attention to Jis affairs, and from all 


confidence in his on family; but on the contrary, he 
brings him forward as the very firſt among the inſtances he 
adduces to exemplify the — . of the mipiſters againſt 
their ſovereign and his children. 
* XVI. That the, ſaid Warren Haſtings, recommending in 
nes terms, and yet condemning in detail, every part of 
is own' pretended plan, as impracticahle in itſelf, and-as un- 
dertaken in favour of perſons all of whom he deſcribes as in- 
capable, and the principal as indiſpoſed to àvail himſelf 


thereof, muſt have had ſome other motiyes for this long,. 


intricate, dark, and labourous proceeding with the Mogul, 
which, muſt be ſought in his actions, and the evident drift 
and tendency thereof, and in declarations which were 


brought 


F Alun ot Oboe ĩ⅛˙ NTT 


„ nent,“ did 


neral ſcope of councils and acts relative to the polit | 
Mogul, and of the Mahrattas together, and by che final 

event of the whole, which is ſufficiently viſible, For 
XIX. That the ſaid Haſtings had declared, in his ſaid 
letter of the 16th June 1784, that the Mogul's right to our 


| 


4 
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brought out by him to ſerve other purpoſes, but Which 


ſerve fully to explain his real intentions in this intrigu r- 


XVII. That the members of the Council General having 


abundantly certified their averſeneſs to his intrigues, and even 


having ſhewn apprehenſions of his going perſonally to the 
Mogul and the Mahrattas for the purpoſe of carrying on the 


5 fame, the ſaid Haſtings was driven headlong to acts which 


did much more openly indicate the true nature and purpoſe 
of his machinations: For he at length recurred directly and 
with little diſguiſe to the Mahrattas, and did open an intrigue 


with them, pas. he was obliged to confeſs in his letter 


aforeſaid, of the 16th June 1784, that the exception which 
he contended to be implied in the orders of the Court of 
Directors, forbidding the intermeddling in the diſputes bf 
« the — powers,” namely that powers not perma- 

y no means apply. to the Mahrattas; and he 
informs the Court of Directors that he did, on the very firft 


advice he received of the flight of the Mogul's ſon, write to 
James Anderſon to apprize the Mahratta Chief Scindia of that 
event; „ for which, as he was unprepared, he defired his 


« e ſaid Scindia's] advice for his conduct on the occa- 
ce 


ion of it.“ Which method of calling for the advice of a 


foreign power to regulate his political conduct, inftead of 
being regulated therein by the advice of the Britiſh 
Council, and the ſtanding orders of the Court of Directors, 
was a procedure highly criminal; and the 'crime is aggra- 
vated by his not communicating the ſaid correſpondence to 
the Council General, as by his duty he was bound fo dez 


but it does abundantly prove his cancert with the Marat - 


tas in all that related to his negotiations in the Mogul 


Court, which were carried on agreeably to their advice, 


and in ſubſerviency to their views and purpoſes. 


XVIII. That in conſequence of the cabal begum with tte 
Mahrattas, the ſaid Chief Scindia did ſend his * familiar 


* and confidential miniſters“ to him the ſaid Haſtings,” he- 


ing at Lucknow, with whom the faid Haſtings did hold 


ſeveral fecret Conferences, without any ſecretary or other 


aſſiſtant; and the ſaid Haſtings hath not conveyed to the 
Court of Directors any minutes thereof, but hath purpoſely 
involved even the general effect and tendency of theſe con- 
ferences in ſuch obſcurity, that it is no otherwiſe poſſible to 


perceive the drift and tendency of the ſame, hut N 
es of tlie 


aſſiſtance 


* 
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aſſiſtance had been conſtantly acknowledged, that the Mo- | ſe 
gul had been oppreſſed by the leſſer Mahomedan Princes, in al 
the character of his diodes 'of ftate, and military com- _ "i 
wanders; and he did plainly intimate that the ſaid Mogul _ 
ought to be relieved from that ſervitude. And he did, in '"B 
giving an account to the Court of Directors of the con- * 


erences aforeſaid, aſſure them that © his inclinations ſthe 
« inclinations of the Mahratta Chief aforeſaid } were not mM 
cc very diſſimilar from his own ;” and that * neither in this, 


„ nox in any other inſtance, would he ſuffer himſelf. to be We... 

c drawn into meaſures which ſhall tend to weaken their E 

cc connexion, nor in this even to oppoſe his [the ſaid Chiefs] = 

« inclinations; the ſaid Haſtings well knowing, as in his 55 

letter to Colonel Muir of the he has confeſ- 

ſed, that the inclinations of the ſaid Scindia were to ſeize | _ 

on the Mogul's territories, and that he himſelf did ſecretly. A. 

concur therein, though he did not formally. inſert his con- wh 

currence in the treaty with the ſaid Maharatta Chief. It _ 

is plain therefore that he did all along concur with the * 

Maharattas in their deſigns againſt the Ling and his Mini- 1 

ſters, under the treacherous pretence of ſupporting the au- gie 

thority of the former againſt the latter; and did contrive * 

BD and effect the ruin of them all :—For, firft, he did give b 
evil and fraudulent counſel to the Heir apparent of the by 

Mogul „to make advances to the Mahrattas,” when he 2 

well knew, and had expreſsly concurred in, the deſigns of as 

|; that ſtate againſt his father's — Mogul] dominions; and * , 
< farther to engage and entrap the ſaid Prince, did affert that 1 8 
Be „ our Government,” [meaning the Britiſh Government] _ f 
cc was in intimate and ſworn connexion with the Mahajee ehis 

« Scindia,” 'when no alliance offenſive or defenſive appear pert 

to Exiſt between the ſaid Scindia and the Eaſt India . | L 

q pany, nor can exiſt, otherwiſe than in virtue of ſome ſecret _ . « 
- agreement between him the ſaid Scindia and Warren Haſt- pe 
ings, entered into by the latter without the knowledge of 6 11 
his Colleagues, and the Government, and never communi- 4 ef 

cated to the Court of Directors: And, ſecondly, he did, the 
in order to further the deſigns of the Mahrattas, contrive 5 10 

and effect the ruin of the ſaid Mogul and his authority, b bs 
ſetting on foot, through the aforeſaid Major Browne, ſundry 37 P _ 
perplexed and intricate negotiations, contrary to public "I 
faith, and to the honour of the Britiſh Nation; by which * X 
he did exceedingly encreaſe the confuſion and diſorders of Fa 
the Mogul's Court, expoſing the ſaid Mogul to new indig- 11 , 
nities, inſults, and diſtreſſes, and almoſt all the northern of th 
parts of India to great and ruinous convulſions, until three - 


out of four of the principal Chieftains, ſome of tha 2 
n ellag 


0 
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ang tho terricories lately belonging 10 Nui Cann 
and maintaining among them eighty thouſand. troops of 


horſe and foot, and ſome of which chiefs were the .miniſtefs - FO 


_ aforeſaid, being cut off by their mutual diſcenſions, and the 
Fort of Delhi being at length delivered to the Mahrattas, 
the ſaid Scindia became the uncontrouled ruler of the roya 
army; and the perſon of the Mogul, with the uſe of: all fi | 
pretenſions and claims, fell into the hands of a nation ab- 
ready too powerful, together with an extenſrve territory, 
- which entirely covers the Company's poſſeſſions and de- 
ndencies on one ſide, and particularly thoſe of the Na» 
b of Oude. „„ 2119 „eine, 
XX. That the circumſtances of theſe countries did, in 
the opinion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, ſufficiently - 
indicate to him the neceſſity of not aggrandizing any power 
whatſoever on their borders, he having, in the aforeſaid let- 
ter of the :16th June, given a deliberate opinion of the ſt 
tuation of Oude, in the words following: “ That whilſt 
© we are at peace with the powers of Europe it is only in 
« this quarter that your poſſeſſions, under the government 
« of Bengal, are vulnerable.” And he did further in the 
ſaid letter ſtate, that,. if things had continued as they 
< had been to that time, with a divided government,” viz. 
the Company's and the Vizer's, which government he had 
himſelf eſtabliſned, and under which it ever muſt in a great 
degree remain, whilſt the ſaid country continues in a 
ſtate of dependence] < the '/:yhreft ſhock from a foreign 
* hand, or even an accidental internal commotion, might have 
e thrown the whole into confuſion, and produced the moſt 
* fatal conſequences.” In this perilous ſituation he made 
the above - recited ſacrafices to the ambition of the Mahrat- 
tas, and did all along ſo actively countenance and forward 
their proceedings, and with a full ſenſe of their effect, that 
in his minute of the 24th December 1784 he declared, 
„That in the countries which border on the dominions of 
© the Nabob Vizier, or on that quarter of our own, in 
e effect there is na power.” And he did further admit that 
the preſence of the Mahratta Chief aforeſaid, ſo near the 
borders of the Nabob's dominions, was no cauſe: of ſu- 
ſpicion; for © that it is the effect of his own ſoliritat ion, 
% and is /o far the effect of an act of that govern- 
XXI. That in further purſuit of the ſame pernicious | der 
ſign, he'the ſaid Warren Hinge did enter into an agree- 
ment to withdraw a very great body of the Britiſh groops out 
of the Nabob's dominions ; aflerting, however truly, yet in 
direct contradiction to his own declarations, that this go- 
ä | „ 


; * 


Df 


* vernment I meaning the Britiſh government] has not any 
c right to force defence with its mamtenance upon him” the 
Nabob ]; and he did thus not only avowedly aggrandize the 
Maratta ſtate, and wenken the defence upon the frontier, but 
did as avowedly detain their Captain General in force on that 
very frontier; notwithſtanding he was well apprized, that 


| > aheyhad deſigns againſt thoſe dependant territories of Oude, 


which they had with great difficulty been perſuaded even in 
appearance to include in the treaty of peace; and that they 
have never renounced their claims upon certain large and va- 
Juable ' portions of them, and have ſhewn evident ſigns of 
their intentions, on the firſt opportunity, of . alerting and 
enforcing them. And, finally, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
contradiction to ſundry declarations of his on, concerning 
the neceſſity of curbing the power of the Marattas, and to 
the principle of ſundry meaſures undertaken by himſelf pro- 
Feſſedly for that purpoſe, and to the ſenſe of the Houſe of 


Commons, expreſſed in their reſolution of 28th May, 1782, 


againſt any meaſures that tended to unite the dangerous pow- 
ers of the Maratta empire under one active command, has 
endeavoured to perſuade the Company, that * while Scindia 
& lives, every acceſſion of territory obtained by him will be 
& an advantage to this rebe Britiſh) overnment ;”? which, if 
it was true, as reſpecting the perfil alt poſitions of Scindia, 
which there is no reaſon to believe, yet it was highly crimi- 
nal to eſtabhth a power in the Marattas, which muſt ſurvive 
the man in confidence of whoſe. perſonal-diſpoſitions a power 
more than perſonal was. given, and which may hereafter fall 
into hands diſpoſed to make a more hoſtile uſe of it. Bs 


XXII. That in conſequence of all the before - recited in- 


trigues, the Mogul Emperor being in the hands of the Ma- 
rattas, he the ſai . 6 ge been obliged to declare the 
Head of the Mahratta ſtate to be Vicegerent of the Mogul 


empire, an authority which ſupercedes that of Vizier, and 


has thereby conſolidated in the Mahratta ſtate all the powers 
acknow ledgedito bevf legal authority in India; in conſequence 
of which they have acquired, and have actually already at- 
tempted to uſe, the ſaid claims of general ſuperiority againſt 
the Company itſelf ; the Mahrattas claiming a right in them- 
Felves to a fourth part of the revenues of all the provinces in 


the Company's poſſeſſion, and claiming in right of the Mo- 


ul the tribute due to him; by which actings and doings the 
id Haſtings has, to the beſt of his power, brought the Bri- 
tiſh provinces in India into à dependence on the Mahratta 


tate; ani in order to add to the aforeſaid enormous claims a 


proportioned force, he did never ceaſe, during his ſtay in In- 
Jia, to contrive che meas for its increaſs: for it is of * 
: A <S | . f N a C 
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| lic notoriety; that one great object of the Mahratta policy is 


* ſupporting his wiſhes.” —*- MS... 
XXV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after forcilifly re- 
commending the plan ie did ſtate ſtrong objections, 


_ 


to unite under their dominion the nation or . 


the Seiks, who being a people Zboug sing. wi yg . 


poſſeſſing large territories, would extend the Mahratta power 
oyer the'whole of the vaſt countries to the North, Welt of 
777700 éð J e 
XXIII. That the faid Warren Haſtings, farther to aug- 
ment the power of the ſajd Mahrattas, and to endanger the 
ram of the Britiſh poſſeſſions, having eftabliſhed in force 
the ſaid Mahrattas on the frontier, as 410 

ing the Council General averſe in that ſituation to the with- 
drawing the Britiſh forces therefrom, and for diſbanding them 


to the extent required by the ſaid Haſtings, did in a Minute 
of the 4th December, 1784, after ſtating a fuppoſition, ed, 


contrary to his opinion, the ſaid troops ſhould not be reduced, 
propoſe to employ them under the command of the Mogul's 
ſon, then under the influence of the Mahrattas, in a war 
againſt the aforeſaid people or religious ſect called Seiks, de- 
fending the ſame on the following principles : * feel the 


c ſenſe of an obligation impoſed on me by the ſuppoſition I 1 
* haye made to ſtate a mode of rendering the detachment of 
c uſe in its preſcribed ſtation, and of affording the appear» 
4 ance of a cauſe for its retention? — .. 


XXIV. That the ſaid Haſtings did admit, that there was | 
no preſent danger to the Company's poſſeſſions from that na- 
tion, which could juſtify him in ſuch a war, as he had de- 


clared that the Mahrattas was the only power that bordered on 
the Company's poſſefhons and thoſe of the Vizier ; but he 
did aſſign, as a reaſon for going to war with them, their mi- 


litary and enthuſiaſtick ſpirit ; the hardineſs of their natural 
conſtitution 3 the dangers which might ariſe from them jn 


ſome future time, if they ' ſhould ever happen to be united 
under one head, they exiſting at preſent in a ſtate little diffe- 


rent from anarchy ; and he did predict great danger from 


them and at no very remote period, < if this people be per- 
c mitted to grow into maturity without interruption.” And 
tho? he doth. pretend, that the ſolicitations of the heir appa- 


rent of the Mogul, who he ſays did repeatedly and earneſtly 


ſolicit him to obtain the permiſſion to uſe the Company's 


troops for the purpoſe aforeſaid, had weight with him; yet 
he doth declare, as he expreſſes himſelf in the Minute afore- 


ſaid, „ that „ a. franger impulſe, ariſing from the hope of 


« &lafting the growth of a wo whoſe ſtrength might be- 


e come fatal to our own, 


trongly pleaded in my mind for 


5 that 


* 
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ce might ariſe from a compliance with it.“ Yet the ſaid 
| Haſtings, being determined to purſue his ſcheme for aggran- 
dizing, at any rate, the Mahratta power, in whoſe adult 
owth, and the recent effects of it, he could ſee no danger, 
id purſue the deſign of war againſt a nation or ſect of reli- 
gion in its infancy, from whom he had received no injury, 
and in whoſe preſent ſtate of government he did not appre; 
hend any miſchief whatſoever; and finding the Council fixed 


and determined on not diſbanding the frontier regiments, and 


thinking that therein he had found an advantage, he did 
ground thereon the following propoſition. 5 
c Tf the expence [of the frontier troops] is to be con- 
cc tinued, it may be ſurely better continued for ſome 
ce uſetul purpoſe, than to keep up the parade of a great 
« military corps, deſigned merely to lie inactive in its 
< quarters. On this ground therefore, and on the ſup- 
cc poſition premiſed, I revert to my original ſentiments in fa- 
« your of the Prince's plan; but as this will require fome 
cc qualification in the execution of it, I will ſtate my recom- 
- << mendation of it in the terms of a propoſition, viz. That if 
ce it ſhall be the reſolution of the Board to continue the de- 
< tachment now under the command of Colonel Sir John 
*< Cumming at Furruckabad; and if the Prince Mirza Je- 


< hander Shah ſhall apply, with the authority of the King and 


ce theconcurrence of Madajee Scindia, for the aſſiſtance of an 


<< Engliſh 8 force to act in conjunction with him, to 


cc expel the Seiks from the territories of which they have late- 


cc ly poſſeſſed themſelves in the neighbourhood of Delhi, it 


<< may be granted, and ſuch a portion of the ſaid detachment 
ce allotted to that ſervice as ſhall be hereafter judged adequate 
cc to it. e 
XXVI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the ſaid 
propoſal, endeavour to circumvent and over- reach the Coun- 
eil General, by converting an apparent and literal compliance 
with their reſolution into a real and ſubſtantial oppoſition to 


and diſappointment thereof. For his firſt propoſal was to 


withdraw the Company's troops from the Vizier's country, 
an the pretence of relieving him from the burthen of that eſ- 
tabliſhment, but in reality with a view of facilitating the 
Mabratta pretenſions on that province, which would then be 
_ deprived of the means of ee And when the Council 
rejected the ſaid propoſal, on the expreſs ground of danger to 
the province, by withdrawing from the Mahrattas the re- 
ſtraint of our troops, the ſaid Haſtings, finding his firſt 
ſcheme in favour of the Mahrattas, againſt the provinces de- 
pendant on the Company, defeatcd by the refuſal of the Couy- 
eil to coneur in the ſaid meaſure of withdrawing the 1 
7 


that did, © in his judgment, outweigh the advantages which 


.:- --—0F 


 Q& FF ww hw YU 'VvV 


- 


— 


did then endeavour to obtain the ſame purpoſe in a e 


way ; and inſtead of leaving the troops, co to the in- 


tention and policy of the Council, as a check to the ambition 
and progreſs of the Mahrattas, he propoſed to employ them 
in the actual furtherance of thoſe ſchemes of aggrandizement, 
of which his colleagues were jealous, and which it was the 


object of theit reſolution to counteract. 


XXVII. That in the whole of the letters, negotiations, 
propoſals, and proj ve 
to the Mogul, he did appear to purſue but one object, name- 
ly, the aggrandizement of the lately hoſtile and always dan- 
erous power of the Mahrattas; and did purſue the ſame 


y means highly diſhonourable to the Britiſh character ſor 
honour, juſtice, candour, plain dealing, moderation, and hu- 


bs. 


manity. f 


ects of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, relative 


Libel on the Court of Directors 


1. A pH AT Warren Haſtings, | Eſquire, was, durin the 


whole of the year 1783, a ſervant of the Eaſt India 
Company, and was bound b Ge duties of that relation, not 


only to Field obedience to the orders of the Court of Direc- 


tors, but to give ts the whole of their ſervice an example of 
ſubmiſſion, Fan and reſpect to their authority : And 
that if they ſhould, in the courſe of their duty, call in queſ- 


tion any part of his conduct, he was bound to conduct his 
defence with temper and decency ! and while his conduct 


was under their conſideration, it was not allowable to print 


and publiſh en of his letters to them, without their conſent 
frſt had and obt 


_ ſerve, in a paper intended for publication, great modeſty and 
moderation, and to treat the ſaid Court of Directors, his law- 
ful maſters, with reſpet. N 


II. That the faid Warren Haſtings did print and publiſh, or 


cauſe to be printed and publiſhed, at Calcutta in Bengal, the 
narrative of his tranſactions at Benares, in a letter written at 
that place, without leave had of the Court of Directors, in 

order to pre-occupy the judgment of the ſervants in that ſet- 
tlement, and to gain from them a factious countenance and 


wy; oh previous to the judgment and opinion of the Court 
of Dj 5 


rectors, his lawful ſuperiors. 55 


III. That the Court of Directors having come to certain 


reſolutions of fact relative to the engagements ſubſiſting be- 
tween them and the Rajah of Benares, and the manner in 
which the ſame had been fulfilled on the part of the Rajah, 


did, in the fiſth reſolution, which was partly a reſolution of 


opinion, declare as follows: « That it appears to this Court, 
that the conduct of the Governor General towards the Ra- 
& jah, whilſt he was at Benares, was improper; and that 
e the impriſonment of his perſon, thereby diſgracing him in 
“e the eyes of his ſubjects, and others, was unwarrantable, 
“ and highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confi- 
& dence which the native Princes of India ought to have in 
<« the juſtice and moderation of the Company's government.” 

IV. That the faid reſolutions being tranſmitted to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did woe, 
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btained ; and he was bound by the ſame prin- 
ciples of duty, enforced by ſtill more cogent reaſons, to ob- 
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and cauſe to be written and publiſhed, a certain falſe, inſolent, 
malicious, and ſeditious libel, purporting to be a letter fren 
him, the ſaid r the Court of Directors, datd. 


Fort William, 20th March 17 8 calculated [ as the Direc- .. 
ce tors truly afirm} to bring contempt, as well as an odium, a = 
cc on the Court of Directors, for their conduct on that ocea- ; 
« ſion;ꝰ and the ſaid libel had a direct tendency to excitea. _ 
« ſpirit of diſobedience to the lawful government of this na- 4 
« tion in India, through all ranks of their ſervice.” _ 5 9 
V. That he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, among other inſo- 
lent and contumacious charges and aſperſions on the Court 
of Directors, did addreſs them in tlie printed letter aforeſaid, 
as follows:“ I deny that Rajah Cheit Sing was a native 
« Prince of India. Cheit Sing is the ſon of a collector of 
« the revenue of that Province, which his arts, and the mis- 
« fortunes of his maſter, enabled him to convert to a per- 
« manent and hereditary poſſeſſion. This man, whom 
you have thus ranked among the Princes of India, will be aſto- 
„ niſhed, when he hears it, at an elevation ſo unlooked for; 
« nor leſs at the independent rights which your commands 
. have aſſigned him; rights which are ſo foreign to his concep- 
&« tions, that I doubt whether he will know in what language to 
& afſert them; unleſs the example which you have thought it con- 
* fſtent with juſtice, however oppoſite to policy, to ſhew, of be- 
&« coming his advocates againſt your own intereſts, ſhould inſpire 
e any of your own ſervants to be his adviſers and inflruftors,”— 
And he did further, to bring into contempt the authority of 
the Company, and to excite a reſiſtance to their lawful orders, 
frame a ſuppoſition, that the Court of Directors had intended 
the reſtoration of the Rajah of Benares; and on that ground 
did preſume, in the ſaid libel, to calumniate, in diſreſpectful 
and contumelious terms, the policy of the Court of Directors, 
as well as the perſon whom he did conceive to be the object 
of their protection, as followeth: “ Of the conſequences. of 
e ſuch a policy I forbear to ſpeak. Moft happily, the wtetch 
C whoſe hopes may be excited by the appearances in his favour, is 
„ill qualified to avail himſe(f of them, and the force which is - 
& ſtationed in the Province of Benares is ſufficient to ſuppreſs any 
„ ſymptoms of internal ſedition ; but it cannot fail to create 
85 Jiftruſt and ſuſpenſe in the minds of both the rulers aud of 
<« the people, and ſuch a ſtate is always productive of diſor- 
“ der. But it is not in this partial conſideration that I dread 
&« the effects of your commands, it is in your proclaimed in- 
_ © diſpoſition againſt the firſt executive member of your farit 
% gavernment in India. I almoſt ſhudder at the reflection 
*< of what might have happened, had theſe denunciations 
% againſt your own miniſter, in fayour of a man univerſally 
. “% con- 


reer for 


& conſidered, in this part of the world, as juſtly attainted 
* for his crimes, the murderer of your ſervants and ſoldiers, 
and the rebel to your authority, artived two months 
c earlier.” | . e 

VI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo preſume to 
cenſure and aſperſe the Court of Directors fot the moderate 


terms in which they had expreſſed their diſpleafure againſt 


him, as putting him under the neceflity of ſtating in his de- 


fence a ſtrong accuſation againſt himſelf; and as implying in 
the ſaid court a conſciouſneſs that he was not guilty of the 


offences charged upon him, being, as he aſſerts, in the reſo- 


Jutions of the Court of Directors, * arraigned and pre-judged 


ec of a violation of National Faith, in afts of ſuch complicated 
tc aggravation, that, if they were true, no puniſhment 
« SHORT OF DEATH could atone for the injury which 
« the intereſt and credit of the public had ſuſtained in 
cc them: And he did therefore cenſure the ſaid Court, for 
applying no ſtronger, or more criminating epithets, than 
tho c cc improper, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic,” 
to an offence ſo by them charged, and by him deſcribed. 
And though it be true, that the expreſſions aforeſaid are 
much too reſerved for the purpoſe of duly characteriſing the 
offences of the ſaid Haſtings, yet was it in im moſt indecent 


to libel the Court of Directors for the ſame ; and his Impli- 
cation, from the tenderneſs of the epithets and deſcriptions 


aforeſaid uſed towards him, was not only indecent, but un- 
grounded, malicious, and ſcandalous; he having himſelf 


highly, though truly, aggravated “ the charge of the inju- 


<« ries done by him to the Rajah of Benares,” in order to 
bring the ſaid Directors into contempt and ſuſpicion ; the 
' paragraphs in the ſaid Libel being as follow: Here I muſt 
« crave leave to ſay, that the terms © improper, unwarrant- 
& able, and highly impolitic, are much too gentle, as de- 
« qduCtions from ſuch premiſes; and as every reader of the 
4 latter will obviouſly feel, as he reads, the deductions 
„ which inevitably belong to them, I will add that the ſtrict 


cc performance of ſolemn engagements on one part, followed 


< by acts directly ſubverſive of them, and by total diſpoſſeſ- 
“ ſion, on the other, ſtamps on the perpetrators of the latter 
cc the guilt of the greateſt poſſible violation of faith and juſ- 

c tice. '—*< There is an appearance of tenderneſs in this devia- 
< tion from plain conſtruction, of which, however meant, I 
& haye a right to complain; becauſe it impoſes on me the ne- 
< ceffity of framing the terms of the accuſation againſt my- 
& ſelf, which you have only not made, but have ftated the 


leading arguments to it ſo ſtrongly, that no one who reads 
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„ and declared to be the Agent of my own choice, | Even this 
e effect of my caution is defeated by your abſolute command for 
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cc theſe can avoid making it, or not know it to have been in- 


* 


& tended. 


8 That the ſaid Haſtings, being well e 1 


own declarations did contain the cleareſt condemnation of his 


own conduct from his own pen, did, in the ſaid Libel, attempt 


to overturn, fruſtrate, and render of none effect, all the proofs 
to be given of prevarication, ' contradiction, and of oppoſition | 


of action to prigciple, which can be uſed againſt men in pub- 
lic truſt, and did contend that the ſame could not be uſed 
againſt him; and as if falſe aſſertions could be juſtified by 


tactious motives, he did endeavour to do away the authority 


of his own deliberate, recorded declarations, entered by him 
in writing on the Council Books of the Preſidency ; for, af- 
ter aſſerting, but not attempting to prove, that his declarations 
were conſiſtent with his conduct, he writes in the ſaid Libel 


as follows: For “ were it otherwiſe, they were not to be 
made the rules of my conduct; and God forbid that every 


ce expreſſion dictated by the impulſe of preſent emergency, and 
ce unpremeditatedly uttered in the heat of party contention; 
ce ſhould impoſe upon me the obligation of a fixed principles 
& and be applied to every variable occaſion,” . - 

VIII. That the ſaid Haſtings in order to draw the lawful 
dependence of the ſervants of the Company from the Court 
of Directors, to a. faftious dependence on himſelf; did, in 


the libel aforeſaid, treat the acts and appointments of their 


undouhted authority, when exerciſed in oppoſition to his ar- 
bitrary will, as ruinous to their affairs, in the following 


terms: © It is as well known to the Indian world, “ as to 


e the Court of Engliſh Proprietors, that the firſt declaratory 
C inſtruments of the diffolution of my influence, in the 
cc wee 177% were Mr. John Briſtow and Mr. Francis 
„ Fowke: By your ancient and known conſtitution, the 


Governor has been ever held forth, and underſtood to poſ- 


* ſeſs the oſtenſible powers of government; all the correſ- 


«© pondence with foreign Princes is conducted in his name: 
and every perſon reſident with them for the management of 
c ue political concerns, is underſtood to be mort eſpecialy 


is repreſentative, and of his choice—and ſuch ought to 


cc be the rule; for how otherwiſe can they truſt an agent, no- 


& minated againſt the will of His principal? When the ſtate 
** of this adminiſtration was ſuch as ſeemed to admit of the 
«« appointment of Mr, Briſtow to the reſidency of Lucknow, 
« without much diminution of my own influence, I gladly 


<« ſeized the occaſion to ſhew my readineſs to ſubmit to your 


«© commands: I propoſed his nomination ; he wasnominated, 


his 
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& that I ſhould be _— to it. I am now wholly deprived of 
te my official powers, both in the province of Oude, and in 
«© Zemindary of Benares.” | gia ee 
IX. That, further to emancipate others and himſelf from 


due obedience to the Court of Directors, he did, in the Libel 
aforeſaid, enhance his ſervices; which, without fpecification 


or proof, he did ſuppoſe in the ſaid Libel to be important and 
valuable, repreſenting them as done under their diſplea- 
fare 3 and doth attribute his not having done more, to their 
« oppoſition, as followeth:---<< It is now a complete period 
& of eleven years ſince I received the firſt nominal charge of 
« your affairs; in the courſe of it IJ have invariably had to 
* eontend, not with ordinary. difficulties, but ſuch as moſt 
* unnaturally aroſe from the oppoſition of thoſe very powers from 
ce which I primarily derived my authority, and which were re- 
&< quired for the ſupport of tt, My exertions, though applied 
& to an unweari 

& occaſional and defultory ; yet I pleaſe myſelf with the hope, 


4 that in the annals of your dominion, which ſhall be writ- 


& ten after the extinction of recent prejudices, this term of 
cc its adminiſtration will appear not the leaſt conducive to the 
* intereſts of the Company, nor the leaſt reflective of the ho- 


ac nour of the Britiſh name; and allow me to ſuggeſt the in- 


cc ſtructive reflection of what goed might have been done, and 
& that evil prevented, had due 6 ort been given te that admi- 
% niſtration which has performed ſuch eminent and ſubſtantial 
4 ſervices without tt.” FUR Te | 7 * 


And the faid Haſtings, farther to render the authority of 


- 


the ſaid Court perfectly contemptible, doth, in a ſtrain of 
exultation for his having eſcaped out of a meafure, in which 
by his guilt he had * the Company in a ruinous war, 
and out of which it had eſcaped by a ſacrifice of almoſt all the 
territories before acquired (from that enemy which he had 
made) either by war, or former treaties, and by the abandon- 
ing the Company's allies to their mercy; attribute the ſaid 
fuppoſed ſervices to his acting in ſuch a manner as had on 
N occaſions excited their diſpleaſure, in the following 
words : 

« Pardon, Honourable Sirs, this digreſſive exultation ; 
I cannot ſuppreſs the pride which I feel in this ſucceſsfu! 
* atchievement of a meaſure ſo fortunate for your intereſts, 
« and the national honour; for that pride is the ſource of my 


* zeal, fo frequently exerted in your ſupport, and never more 


% happily than in thoſe inſtances in which I have departed from 


« the preſcribed and beaten path of action, and aſſumed a reſpon- 


& febility which has two frequently drawn on me the moſt pointed 
1 4 "fect 


« his re appointment independent of me, and with the uppoſtion 


and conſiſtent line of action, have been 


- 
* 
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« effects of 1 Tiſoleaſures But however I may yield to my 
ca Hesse Aline in thus. enlarging on the ſubject, niy wat 


ce tive in introducing it was immediately connected with its 


6 context, and was to contraſt the actual ſlate of your political 
 & affairs, derived from a happier influcuce, with that which 
* might: have attended an earlier diſſolution of it:“ And he did 
value himſelf upon the patience and temper with which he had 
ſubinitted to all the in otic which have been heaped upon 
him [meaning the ſaid Court of Directors] in this long fer+- 


vice: And he did inſolently attribute to an unuſual ſtrain bf 


_ zeal for their ſervice, that he © per/evercd in the VIOLENT 
« MAINTENANCE OF HIS OFFICE.” 

X. That in order further to excite. the ſpirit of diſobedi- 
ence in the Company's ſervants, to the lawful authority ſet 
over them, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did treat con- 
_temptuouſly and ironically the ſuppoſed diſpoſition of the 
Company's ſervants to obey the orders of the Court of Direc- 
tors, in the words following: *The recal of Mr. Markham, 


* who was known to be the public agent of my own nomi- | 
« nation at Benares, and the re-appointment of Mr. Francis 
« Fowke, by your order, contained in the ſame letter, would * - 
A Ts [the reſtoration of Cheit Sing] beyond a doubt.— | 


&« This, order has been obeyed; and whenever you ſhall be pleaſed 
66 to order the reſtoration of Cheit Sing, { will venture to promiſe 
« the ſame ready and exact ſubmiſſion in the other Members e the 
* Coyncil:” And he did, in the poſtſcript of the ſaid letter, 
and as on recollection, endeavour to make a reparation of 
honour- to his ſaid colleagues, as if his exprefſions aforeſaid 
had ariſen from animoſity to them, as follows: © Upon a 
« careful reviſial of what I have written, I fear that an ex- 


« preſſion which I have uſed reſpecting the probable conduct 


ce of the Board, in the event of orders being received for the 
s reſtoration of Cheit Sing, may be conſtrued as intimating 
66 a ſenſe of diſſatisfaction, e to tranſactions alteady 
c paſt.— It is not my intention to complain of any one.” 
Xl. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the acts of injury aforeſaid 
to the Rajah of Benares, aid | 
an illegal authority therein, and did maintain that the acts 
done in conſequence of that meaſure were not revocable by 
any ſubſequent authority, in the following words: © If you 
ce ſhould proceed to order the reſtoration of Cheit Sing to the 
66 Zemindary, from which, by the powers which I legally poſ- 
& /efſed; and conceive myſelf legally bound to affert againſt any 


& ſubſequent authority to the contrary, derived from the ſame 
_ & faurce,, he was diſpoſſeſſed for crimes of the greateſt enor- 
« mity, and your Council ſhall reſolve to execute the order, 


Ks 


6c I will inſtantly give up 'F ſtation, and the {er vice.“ 


4a 


aſſume and arrogate to himſelf 
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XII. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did attempt to juſtify 
his publication of the ſaid libellous letter, to and againſt the 


Court of Directors, by afferting therein, that theſe Reſolu- 
tions [meaning the Reſolutions of the Court of Directors 


relative to the Rajah of 8 were either publiſhed, or 
« intended for publication ;” evidently proving, that he did 
take this unwarrantable courſe without any ſufficient aſſu- 
rance that the ground and motive by him aſſigned, had any 
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Maratta War, and Peace. 
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Fir h an AR, paiſed in 2773 & was El 
I ordered and provided, & That it ſhould not be 154 
ce ful for any Preſident and Council of Madras, 4 ey 


4 or Bencgolen, for the time being, to make any orders for 


« commencing hoſtilities, or declaring or making war, againſt 
« any Indian princes or powers, or for negociating or con- 
« cluding any treaty of peace, or other treaty, with any ſuch 
« Indian princes or powers, without the conſent and appro- 
« bation of the Governor General and Council firſt had and 
& obtained, except in ſuch caſes of imminent neceſſity as would 
cc render it dangerous to poſtpone ſuch hoſtilities or treaties 


« until the orders from the Governor General and Council 


« might arrive.” That nevertheleſs the Preſident and Cqun- 
cil of Bombay did, in December 1774, without the conſent 


and approbation of the Governor General and Council of 


Fort William, and in the midſt of profound ace, com- 
mence an unjuſt and unprovoked war againſt the aratta go · 
vernment; did conclude a treaty with a certain perſon, a fu- 
gitive from that government, and proſcribed by it, named Ra- 
gonaut Row,. or Ragoba; aud did, under various baſe and 
treacherous pretences, inyade and conquer the iſland of Sal- 
ſette, belonging to the Maratta govern nent. 
„ . HARA Haſtings, on the firſt advices received 
in Bengal of the above tranſactions, did condemn the ſame 
in the ftrongeit terms; declaring that the meaſures adopted 
« by the Preſidency of Bombay had a tendency to a very ex- 
cc tenſive and indefinite ſcene of troubles; and that their con- 


« duct was unſeaſonable, impolitic, unjuſt, and unautho-— 


<« xized.— And the Governor Gener J and Council, in order 
to put a ſtop to the ſaid unjuſt hoſtilities, did appoint an 
Ambaſſador to the Peſhwa, or chief of the Maratta ſtate, re- 
ſident at Poona ; and the ſaid Ambaſſador did, after a long 
negotiation, conclude a definitive treaty of peace with the fad 
Peſhwa, on terms highly honourable and beneficial to the 
Eaſt India Company, who, by the ſaid treaty, obtained from 
the Marattas a ceſſion of conſiderable tracts of country, the 
Maratta ſhare of the city of Broach, twelve lacks of rupees 
for the expences of the ſaid unjuſt war, and particularly the 
and of Sorts, of which the Prefidency of Bombay had 
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poſſeſſed themſelves by ſurprize and treachery ; that in return 
for theſe extraordinary conceſſions, the articles principally 
inſiſted on by the Marattas, with a view to their own future 


tranquility and internal quiet, were, that no aſfiſtance ſhould 


be given to any ſubject or 3 the Peſhwa wat ſhould cauſe 
diſturbances, or rebellion, in the Maratta domimons, gnd particu- 
larly, that the Engliſh ould not aſſiſt Ragonaut Ni, to whom 
the Marattas agreed to allow five lacks of rupees a year, or 


a jaghyre to that amount, and that he ſhould reſide at Benares; 


that nevertheleſs, the Perſidency of Bombay did receive and 
keep Ragonaut Row at Bombay, did furniſh him with a eon- 
ſiderable eſtabliſhment, and continue to carry on fecret in- 
trigues and negociations with him, thereby giving juſt ground 


of jealou and diſtruſt to the Maratta ſtates : I hat the late 


Colonel John Upton, by whom the treaty of Poorunder was 
negociated and concluded, did declare to the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, «© That while Ragonaut Row reſides at 


- «© Bombay, in expectation of being ſupported, the miniſters 


& can place no confidence in the Council there; which muſt 
& now be productive of the greateſt inconveniencies, and per- 

T haps, in the end, of fatal conſequences.” That the faid 
arren Haſtings, concurring with his Council, which then 
conſiſted of Sir John Clavering, Richard Barwell, and Philip 
Francis, Eſquires, did, on the 18th of Auguſt 1777, declare 


to the Preſidency of Bombay, that © he could ſee no reaſon 


& to doubt that the preſence of Ragoba at Bombay would 


* continue to be an inſuperable bar to the completion of tbe 


< treaty concluded with the Maratta government, nor could 


« any ſincere cordiality and good underſtanding be eftabliſh- 


« ed with them, as long as he ſhould appear to derive encou- 
„ ragement and ſupport from the Englith.” That Sir John 
Clavering died ſoon after, and that the late Edward Wheler, 


Efquire, fucceeded to a ſeat in the ay es Council. That, 


zovernor General and 


on the 29th of January 1778, the 


Council received a letter from the Preſidency of Bombay, 


dated 12th of December 1777, in which they declared, 
< That they had agreed to give encouragement to 4 party 
cc formed in Ragoba's favour, and flattered themſelves they 
„ ſhould meet with the hearty concurrence of the Gove: - 
& nor General and Council in the meafures they might be 
cc obliged to purſue in conſequence.” That the party ſo de- 


ſcribed was laid to conſiſt of four principal perſons in the 


Maratta ſtate, on whoſe part /me overtures had been made to 
Mr. William Lewis, the Reſident of Bombay, at Poona, for 
the aſſiſtance of the Company to bring Ragoba to Poona, That 
the {aid Warren Haſtings, immediately on the receipt of the 


preceding advices, did propoſe and carry it in Council, by 


means 


— 
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means of his caſting voice, and againſt the remonſtrancet, ar, 
— and ſolemn proteſt of two members of the Supreme 


ouncil, that the ſanction of that government ſnould be given — 


to the plan which the Preſident and Council of Bombay had 
agreed to form with the Maratta government; and alſo, that 
a a ſupply of money (to the amount of ten lacks of rupees) ſhould 
be immediately granted to the Preſident and Council of Bom 
bay, fer the — ao of their engagements above mentioned; and 
allo, that a military force ſhould be ſent to the Preſideney of 
Bombay. That, in defence of theſe reſolutions, the faid 
Warren Haſtings did falſely pretend and affirm, “ that the 1. 
4 ſolution of the Preſidency of Bombay was formed on fuch 
« a caſe of imminent neceſſity, as would have rendered it dan- 
ec gerous to poſtpone the execution of it, until the orders from 
t the Governor General and Council might arrive; and that 
6 the ſaid Prefidency of Bombay were warranted, by. the treaty 
« of Poorunder, to join in a plan for conducting R | 
6 Row to Poona, on the application of the ruling part of the 


« Maratta ſtate ;” whereas the main object of the ſaid treaty, | 


on the part of the Marattas, and to obtain which they made 
many important conceſſions to the India Company, was, that 
the Engliſh ſhould withdraw their forces, and give no aſſiſt- 
ance to Ragoba, and that he ſhould be cxcluded for ever from 
any ſhare in their government, being a perſon * univerſally 
held in abhorrence in the Maratta empire; and if it had beer 
true (inſtead of being, as it was, notoriouſly falſe). that the 
ruling part of the adminiſtration of the Maratta ſtate ſolicited 
the return of Ragonaut Row to Poona, his return, in that 
caſe, might have been effected by acts of their own, without 
the interpoſition of the 9 power, and without our inter- 
ference in their affairs. That it was the ſpecial duty of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, derived from a ſpecial truſt repoſed in 
him, and power committed to him by parliament, to have re- 
ſtrained, as by law he had authority to do, the ſubordinate 
Preſidency of — from entering into hoſtilities with the 
Marattas, or from | making engagements, the manifeſt ten- 
_ dency of which was to enter into thoſe: hoſtilities,” and to have 
put a ſtop to them, if any ſuch had been begun. That be 
was hound by the duty of his office to preſerve the faith of the 
Britiſh government, pledged in the treaty: of Poorunder, in- 
violate and ſacred, as well as by the ſpecial orders and inftruc- 
tions of the Eaſt India N to fix his attention to the pre- 
ſervation of peace throughout India; all which important duties 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully violate, in giving the 
ſauction of the Governor General and Council to the dan- 


vide Mr. "Whetherſtone's letter of the 24th December 1778. No 2704 
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geraus, faithleſs, and ill - concerted projects of the Preſident 
and Council of Bombay, hereinbefore mentioned, from which 
the ſubſequent Maratta war, with all the expence, diſtreſs, 


and diſgraces which have attended it, took their commence- 


ment; and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings therefore is ſpecially 
and principally anſwerable for the ſaid war, and for all the con- 
ſequences. thereof. That in a letter, dated the 20th of Janu- 


ary 1778, the Preſident and Council of Bombay informed the 


Governor General and Council, that, in conſequence of later 
intelligence received from Poona, they had immediately reſolved 
#hat nothing further could be done, unleſs Sactaram Baboo, the prin- 


cipal in the treaty [of Poorunder] join in making a formal applica- 
tien to them. That no ſuch application was ever made by that 


perſon. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, finding that all this 


_ pretended ground for engaging in an invaſion of the Maratta 


government had totally failed, did then pretend to give credit 
to, and to be greatly alarmed by the ſuggeſtions of the Preſi- 
dent and Council of Bombay, that the Marattas were negociat- 


ing with the French, and had agreed to give them the port of 


2 on the Malabar coaſt, and did affirm that the French 
abtained poſſeſſion of that port : That all theſe ſuggeſtions 
and affertions were falſe ; and, if they had been true, would 


have furniſhed no juſt occaſion for attacking either the Ma- 


rattas or the French, with both of whom the Britiſh nation 
was then at peace :— That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did then 


propoſe and carry the following reſolution, in Council, againſt 


the proteſt of two members thereof, that, For the purpoſe 
of granting you the Preſidency of Bombay] the moſt ef- 


4 fectual ſupport in our power, we have reſolved to aſſemble 


a ſtrong military force near Calpee, the commanding of- 


E, cer of which is to be ordered to march, by the moſt prac- 


«© ticable route, to Bombay, or to ſuch other place as future 
„ occurrences, and your directions to him, may render it ex- 
„ pedient.” And with reſpect to the eps ſaid to be taking 
by: the French to obtain a ſettlement on the Malabar coaſt, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did declare to the Preſidency. of Bombay, 
that it was the opinion of the Governor General and Coun- 
© cil that no time ought to be loſt in forming and carrying 
into execution ſuch meaſures as might moſt effectually tend 
5 to fruſtrate ſuch dangerous defigns.” — That the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings therefore, inſtead of fixing his attention to the 
preſervation of peace throughout India, as it was his duty to 


Have done, did continue to abet, encourage and ſupport the 
dangerous projects. of the Preſidency of Bombay, and did 


thereby manifeſt a determined intention to diſturb.the peace of 


India, by the unfortunate ſucceſs of which intention, and by 


the continued efforts of the ſaid Haſtings, the greateſt mm 
pr” ndia 
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India has been for ſeveral years involved in a bloody and'dila» 
mitous war. That both the Court of Directors and Court of 
Proprietors did ſpecially inſtruct the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
all his meaſures, to make the ſafety and proſperĩity of Bengal 
6 his principal object, and did heavily cenſure the faid War 
ren Haſtings for having employed their troops at à great diſ- 
tance from Bengal, in a war againſt the Rohillas, which the 
Houſe of Commons have pronounced to be iniguitons , and 
did on that occaſion expreſsly declare, That they diſap- 
de proved of all ſuch diſtant expeditions, as might eyentu- 
6. ally _ their forces to any ſituation too remote to admit 
5 of their ſpeedy and ſafe return to the protection of their 
« own provinces, in caſe of emergency.” That the faid War- 
ren Haſtings nevertheleſs ordered a detachment from the Ben; 
gal army to croſs the Jumna, and to proceed acroſs the penin- 
A, by a cireuitous route, through the Diamond country of 
Bundle Cund, and through the dominions of the Rajah of Be- 
rar, ſituated in the center of Hindoſtan, and did thereby ſtrip 
the provinces ſubject to the government of Fort William of 2 
conſiderable part of their eſtabliſned defence, and did thereby 
diſobey the general inſtructions, and poſitive orders of the 
Court of Directors (given upon occaſton of a crime of the ſame 
nature committed: by the ſaid Haſtings) and was guilty of a 
high crime and miſdemeanor... -' oo one! 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having taken the meaſures 
hereinbefore deſcribed for ſupporting thoſe of the Preſidency 
of Bombay, did, on the 23d of March 1778, ** inveſt the 
“ faid Preſidency with authority to form a new alliance with 

© Ragoba, and to engage with him in any ſcheme which they 
& ſhould deem expedient and ſafe for retrieving: his affairs.” 
That the ſaid Haſtings was then in poſſeſſion of a letter from 
the Court of Directors, dated the 4th of July 1777, con- 
taining a poſitive order to the Preſidercy of Bombay, in the 
following words: Though that treaty [meaning the treaty 
* of Poorundur] is not, upon the whole, ſo agreeable to us 
© as we could wiſh, ſtill we are reſolved ſtrictly to adhere to 
<« it on our parts. Vou muſt therefore be particularly vigt- 
5 lant, while Ragoba is with you, to prevent him from form- 
„ ing any plan againſt what is called the miniſterial party at 
% Poona; and we hereby poſitively order you not to engage 
with him in any ſcheme whatever in retrieving his pits, 
«© without the conſent of the Governor General and Coun- 
« cil, or the Court of Directors.“ That the ſaid Ragoba 


neither did or could form any plan for his reſtoration, but 


what was and muſt be againſt the miniſterial party at Poona 
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who held and exerciſed the regency of that ſtate in the infan- 
cy of the Peſhwa ; and that, ſuppoling him to have formed 
any other ſcheme, in conjunction with Bombay, for retrieving 


ch ſcheme might be, and thereby relinquiſhing and tranſ- 
ferring to the diſcretion. of a ſubordinate. government, that 
ſuperintendance and controul over all meaſures tending to 


create or provoke a war, which the law had excluſively. veſted 


in'the Governor 'General and Council, was guilty of a high 
crime and miſdemeanor. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
having firſt declared that the meaſures taken by him were for 


the ſupport of the enga ments made by the Preſidency of 


Bombay, in favour of Ragoba, did afterwards, when it ap- 
| that thoſe negotiations were entirely laid afide, declare 
that his apprehenſion of the conſequence of a pretended in- 


. trigue between the Marattas and the French, was the ſole no- 
thoe of all the late meaſures taken for the ſupport of the Preſidency 


of Bombay ; but that neither of the preceding declarations con- 
tained the true motives and objects of the ſaid Haſtings, whoſe 


real purpoſe, as it appeared ſoon after, was to make uſe of 


the ſuperiority of the Britiſh power in India, to carry on of- 
fenſive wars, and to purſue ſchemes of conqueſt, impolitic 
and unjuſt in their deſign, ill-concerted in the execution, and 
which, as this Houſe has reſolved, have brought great calami- 
ties on India, and enormous expences on the Eaſt India Company. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the 22d of June 1778, 


made the following declaration in Council: Much leſs can 


IJ agree that, with ſuch ſuperior advantages, as we poſſeſs 


over every power which can oppoſe us, we ſhould act 

<« merely on the defenſive. On the contrary, if it be really true 
„ that the Britiſh arms and influence have ſuffered ſo ſevere a 
c check in the Weſtern world, it is more incumbent on thoſe, 


* who are charged with the intereſts of Great Britain in the 


<« Eaſt, to exert themſelves for the retrieval 7 the national loſs. 
„We have the means in our power, and, if they are not 
<< fruftrated by our own diſſenſions, I truſt that the event of 
<< this expedition will yield every advantage, for the aitain- 


<< ment of which it was undertaken.” That, in purſuance of 


the principles avowed in the preceding declaration, the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings,. on the gth of Juy 1778, did propoſe, and 


it in Council, that an embaſly ſhould be ſent from 

Bengal to Moodajee Booſla, the Rajah of Berar, falſely aſ- 

ſerting, that the ſaid Rajah ** was, by intereſt and inclina- 

« tion, likely to join in an alliance with the Britiſh Go- 

„ vernment; and ſuggeſting that two advantages ng. hr 
ES ek. «6 offe 


* 


bis affairs, the ſaid Haſtings, in giving a previous general au- 
thority to the Preſidency of Bombay to engage with Ra- 
28 in any ſcheme for that purpoſe, without knowing what 
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4 offered to him, as the inducements to it; firſt, the ſupport 


*. of his pretenſions to the ſovereign power [Vide of the Ma- 
cc ratta empire] ; ſecond, the recovery of the captures made 


« gh his dominions by Nizam Ally.“ That the ſaid Haft. 


ings, having already given full authority to the Preſidency of 
Bombay to engage the Britiſh faith to Ragonaut Row, to 


| ſupport him in 515 pretenſions to the government or to the re- 
geney of the Maratta empire, was guilty of a high crime and 


miſdemeanor, in propoſing to engage the ſame Britiſh faith to 
1 the pretenſions of another competitor for the ſame ob- 
ject; and that in offering to aſſiſt the Rajah of Berar to recav 
the captures made. on his dominions by the Nizam, che ſaid 
Haflings did endeavour, as far as depended on him, to en 

the Britiſh nation in a moſt unjuſt and utterly 338 


war againſt the ſaid Nizam, between whom and the Eaſt In- 


dia Company a treaty of peace and friendſhip did then ſubſi 


© unviolated on his part; notwithſtanding the ſaid Haſtings we 


knew that it made part of the Eaſt India Company's funda- 
mental policy to ſupport that Prince againſt the Marattas, 


and to conſider him as one of the few remaining chiefs, wha were 
yet: capable of copang with the MHarattas, and that it was the 


Company's true intereft to preſerve a good underſlanding with him. 


That, oy holding out ſuch offers to the Rajah of Berar, the 


faid ings profeſſed to hope that the Rajah would ardently 
ſaid Haſtings did about this time lay it down as a maxim, 
that there is always 4 greater e 2a 6 in receiving . ſolicitations 
than in making advances, he nevertheleſs declared to the ſaid 


Rajah, that in the whole of bis conduc? he had departed from the 


common line of policy, and had made advances where others, in his 


* 


ſituation, would have waited for ſolicitation; that the ſaid unjuſt 


and dangerous projects did not take effect, becauſe the Rajah 
of Berar refuſed to join or be concerned therein; yet ſo ear- 


neſt was the ſaid Haſtings for the execution of thoſe projects, 


that, in a ſubſequent letter, he daringly and treacherouſly aſ- 


ſured the Rajah, ** that, if he had accepted of the terms of- 


e fered him by Colonel Goddard, and concluded a treaty 


<« with the government of Bengal upon them, he ſhould have 
held the Aiivarion of it ſuperior to that of any engagement 
formed by the government of Bombay, and ſhould have 


«© thought it his duty to maintain it, &c. againſt eyery con- 
e ſideration, even 97 the moft valuable intereſis and TA 4 the 
« Engliſh poſſeſſions intruſted to bis charge.” That all 

offers of the {aid Haſtings were rejected with flight and con- 
tempt by the Rajab of Berar; but the ſame being diſcovered 
and generally known throughout India, did fill the chief of 
the Frinces and States of pg with a general ſuſpicion and 


diſtruſt 


catch at the objetts preſemed to bis ambition; and although the 
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diſtruſt of the ambitious deſigns and treacherous principles of 
the Britiſh Government, and with an univerſal hatred of the 
Britiſh nation; that the ſaid Princes and States were thereby 


ſo thoroughly convinced of the neceſſity of uniting among 
themſelyes to oppoſe a power which kept no faith with any 


of them, and equally threatened them all, that, renouncing 
all former enmities againſt each other, they united in a com- 


mon confederacy againſt the Engliſh; viz. the Peſhwa, as 
Repreſentative of the Maratta State, and Moeodajee Booſla, 
the Rajah of Berar, that is, the principal Hindoo powers of 
India, on one ſide; and Hyder Ally, and the Nizam of the 
Decan, that is, the principle Mahomedan powers of India, 
on the other, and that in conſequence of this confederacy 
Hyder Ally invaded, over-ran, and ruined the Carnatic ; and 
that Moodajee Booſla, inſtead of ardently catching at the objefts 
reſented to bis ambition by the ſaid Haſtings, ſent an army to 
the frontiers of Bengal; which army the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings was at length forced to buy off with twenty-ſix lacks of 
rupees, or 300, oool. ſterling, after a ſeries of negociations 
with the Maratta chiefs who commanded that army, founded 
and conducted on principles ſo diſhonourable to the Britiſh 


name and character, that the Secret Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, by whom the reſt of the proceedings in that 


buſineſs were reported to the Houſe, have, upon due confidera- 
tion, thought it proper to leave out the letter of inſtructions to Mr. 


Anderſon, viz. thoſe given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the 


Repreſentative of the Britiſh Government; and concerning 
which the ſaid Committee have reported in the following 


terms: The ſchemes of policy by which the Governor 


General ſeems to have dictated the inſtructions he gave to 


„Mr. Anderſon [the gentleman deputed] will alſo appear in 


* this document, as well reſpecting the particular ſucceſſion 


© to the Rauje, as alſo the mode of accommodating the de- 
© mand of Chout, the eſtabliſhment of which was apparently 


< the ou aim of Moodajee's political manceuvres, while 


«c the 
<< intent on the removal of a nominal diſgrace, than on the 


« anxiety or reſolution to be freed from an expenſive, if an 


* unavoidable incumbrance.” q i | 8 

Tuhat while the ſaid Warren Haſtings was endeavouring to 
perſuade the Rajah of Berar to engage with him in a ſcheme 

to place the ſaid Rajah at the head of the Maratta empire, the 


Preſidency of Bombay,. by virtue of the powers ſpecially veſt- 
ed in them for that purpoſe by the ſaid Haſtings, did really 
engage with Ragonaut Row, the other competitor for the 


fame object, and ſent a great part of their military force 
eſtabliſhed for the defence of Bombay on an expedition with 


' Rago- 


La.) 
w 5M 8 S D 


overnor General's wiſh to defeat it was avowedly more 
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- Ragonaut Row, to invade the dominjons of the Peſhwa, and 
to take Poona, the capital thereof ; that this army being ſur- 
rounded and overpowered .by the Marattas was obliged to ca- 
pitulate; and then, through, the moderation of the Marattas, 
was permitted to. return quietly, but very Tee, to 

Bombay. That, ſuppoſing the ſaid Warren Haſtings could 
have been juſtified in abandoning the project of reinſtating 
Ragonaut Row, which he at firſt authoriſed, and promiſed to 
ſupport, and in preferring a ſcheme to place the Rajah of Be- 
rar at the head of the Maratta empire, he was bound by his 
duty, as well as in juſtice to the Preſidency of Bombay, to 


give that Preſidency timely notice of ſuch his intention, and 


to have reſtrained them poſitively from reſuming their own 


projet; That, on the contrary, the ſaid Warren, Haſtings 
did, on the 17th of Auguſt 1778, again authorize the ſaid © 


Preſidency ** to aſſiſt Ragoba with a military force to conduct 


« him to Poona, and to eſtabliſh him in the Regency there; 


and, ſo far from communicating his change of plan to Bom- 
bay, did keep it concealed from that Preſidency ; inſomuch 
that, even ſo late as the 19th of February 1779, William 
| Hornby, then Governor of Bombay, declared in Council his 
total ignorance of the ſchemes of the ſaid Haſtings, in the 


following terms; The ſchemes of the Governor General 
* and Council, with regard to the Rajah of Berar, being yet 


« unknown 10 us, it is impoſſible for us to found any meaſures 
« on them; yet I cannot help now obſerving, that if, as has 
« been conjeRured, the gentlemen of that Preſidency have 
<« entertained thoughts of reſtoring, in his perſon, the anci- 
„ent Rajah Government, the attempt ſeems likely to be at- 


« tended with no ſmall difficulty: That whereas the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings did repeatedly affirm, that it was his inten- 


tion to ſupport the plan formed by the Preſidency of Bombay 


in favour of Ragoba, and did repeatedly authorize and encous 
rage them to purſue it, he did, nevertheleſs, at the ſame time, 

in his letters and declarations to the Peſhwa, to the Nizam, 
and to the Rajah of Berar, falſely and perfidiouſly affirm, that 
it never was nor is deſigned by the 2 
 Ragonaut Row; that he, Haſtings, had no idea of ſupporting 
Ragonaut Row ; and that the e cul he had ſent to Bombay was 
ſolely to awe the French, without the leaſt deſign to aſſiſi Ragonaut 


Row : That, ſuppoſing it to have been the ſole profeſſed inten- 


tion of the ſaid Haſtings, in ſending an army acroſs India, 
to protect Bombay againſt a French invaſion, even that pre- 


tence was falſe, and uſed only to cover the real deſign of the 
faid Haſtings: viz. to engage in projects of war and conqueſt 


with the Rajah of Berar. That on the 11th of October 
1778, he informed the * Rajah, that the detachment 


* 


ngliſh chiefs to give ſupport ta 


« yould. 
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« would ſoon artive in his territories, and depend on him, 
£ Moodajee Boofla, for its fubſequent tions:“ That on 
the 7th of December 1778, the ſaid Haſtings revoked the 
powers he had before given ® to the Preſidency of Bombay, 
over the detachment, declaring, that the event of Colonel 
Goddard's negociation with the Rajah of Berar was likely tio 
catiſe a very ſpeedy and eſſential change in the defign and operations 
a detai ; and that, on the 4th of —_— the 
ſaid Haſtings, immediately after receiving advice of the de- 
feat of the Naber —_ near Poona, and when Bombay, if 
at my time, particularly required to be protected againſt a 
French invaſion, did declare in Council, that he ige for the 
return of the detachment to Berar, and dreaded to hear of its pro- 
ceeding to the Malabar coat; and therefore, if the ſaid Haſtings 
did not think that Bombay was in danger of being attacked 
by the French, he was guilty of repeated falſehoods in af- 
firming the contrary, for the purpoſe of covering a criminal 
defign; or, if he thought that Bombay was immediately 
threatened with that danger, he then was guilty of treachery, 
in ordering an army, neceſſary on that ſuppoſition to the im- 
mediate defence of Bombay, to halt in Berar, to depend on 
the Rajah of Berar for its ſubſequent operations, or on the 
event of a negociation with that Prince; which, as the ſaid Haſt- 
ings declared, was likely to cauſe a very ſpeedy and eſſential change 
in the deſign and operations of the detachment ; and finally, in de- 
claring, that he dreaded to hear of the ſaid detachment's proceeding 
to the Malabar coaſt, whither he ought to have ordered it ta 
proceed without delay, if, as he has ſolemnly affirmed, it was 
true that he had been told, by the higheft authority, that a power- 
ful armament had been prepared in France, the fir/t object of which 
was an attack upon Bombay; and that he knew, with moral cer- 
tainty, that all the powers of the adjacent Continent were ready to 
Join the invaſion. En Ws Ts | 
That through the whole of theſe tranſactions, the ſaid 
Warren Haftings has been guilty of continued falſehood, 
fraud, contradiction, and duplicity, highly diſhonourable ta 
the character of the Britiſh nation; that in conſequence of the 
unjuſt and ill-concerted ſchemes of the ſaid Haftings, the 
_ Britiſh arms, heretofore reſpected in India, have ſuffered re- 
; peated diſgraces, and great calamities have been thereby 
brought upon India; and that the ſaid Warren erp ns, E 
well in exciting and promoting the late unprovoked and un- 
juſtihable war againſt the Marattas, as in the conduct thereof, 
has been guilty of ſundry high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


* On the 1 5th of November. 


„ That 


That by the definitive treaty of peace concluded with the 


Mahrattas at. Poorunder on the 1ſt of March 1776, the 


 Mahrattas gave up all right and title to the Iſland of Sal- 
ſette, unjuſtly taken from them by the preſideney of Bom- 
bay; did alſo give up to the Engliſh Company for ever all 
right and title to their entire ſhares of the city and Per- 
na of Broach; did alſo give for ever to the Engliſh 

y a country of three lacks of Rupees revenue, near 


+ 


to Broach; and did alſo agree to pay to the Company twelve 
* 


| lacks of Rupees, in part expences of the Engliſh army; 
and that the terms of the ſaid treaty * were honourable and 
advantageous to the India Company, EEE BE: 
"That Warren Haſtings having broken the ſaid treaty, and 
forced the Mahrattas into another war, by a repeated in- 


. 4 vation of their country, and having conducted that war in 
the manner herein before deſcribed, did, on the 17th of 
_ 1782, by the agency of Mr. David Anderſon, con- 


1 another treaty of perpetual friendſhip and alliance 
with the Mahrattas, by which the ſaid Haſtings agreed to 


deliver up to them all the countries, places, cities, and forts, 


particularly the Iſland of Baſſein (taken from the Peſhwa, 
during the war) and to relinquiſh all claim to the country 
of three lacks of rupees, ceded to the Company by the 
treaty of Poorunder: That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
alſo, at the ſame time, by a private and ſeparate agreement, 


deliver up to Madajee Scindia the whole of the city of 


Broach; that is, not only the ſhare in the ſaid city which 


the India Company acquired by the treaty of Poorunder, 


but the other ſhare thereof, which the India Company poſ- 
ſeſſed for ſeveral years before that treaty ; and that, among 
the reaſons aſſigned by Mr. David Anderſon for totally 
ſtripping the preſidency of Bombay of all their poſſeſſions on 

the Malabar coaſt, he has declared that from the general te- 
4 nor of the reſt of the treaty, the ſettlement of Bombay 
«© would be in future put on ſuch a footing, that it might 
© well become a queſtion whether the — | 


«© occaſion conſiderable expence, muſt require troops for its 
defence, and might probably in the end lead, as Scindia 
* apprehended, to a renewal of war.“ | 

That the faid Warren Haſtings having in this manner put 


an end to a war commenced by him without provocation, 


and continued by him without neceſſity, and having for that 


| purpoſe made fo many ſacrifices to the Mabratras in points | 


* Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 28th May 1782. 


of 
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* . 


eſſion of an in- 
«* conſiderable territory, without forts, would not be attend- 
ed with more loſs than advantage, as it muſt neceſſarily. 


* 
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of eſſential intereſt to the India Company, did conſent and 
agree to other articles utterly diſhonourable to the Britiſh 
name and character, having ſacrificed or abandoned every 
one of the native princes, who, by his ſolicitations and pro- 
miſes had been engaged to take part with us in the war; and 


that he did fo without neceſſity, ſince it appears that Scindia, 


the Mahratta Chief who concluded the treaty, in every part 
of his conduti manifeſted a hearty defyre of ęſtabliſbing a peace 
with us; and that this was the diſpofition of all the parties 
in the Mahratta confederacy, who were only kept together 
by a general dread of their common enemy, the Engliſh, and 
who only waited for a ceſſation of hoſtilities with us to 
return to their habitual and permanent enmity agaiuſt each 


other. | hat the Governor General and Council, in their 


letter of 31ſt Auguſt 1781, made the following declaration 
to the Court of Directors: “ The Mahrattas have demand 
44 ed the ſacrifice of the perſon of Ragonaut Row, the ſur- 
« render of the Fort and territories of Ahmedabad, and of 
& the Fortreſs of Gualior, which are not ours to give, and 
e which we could not ꝛvreſi from the proprietors, without the 
4 greateſt violation of public faith. No itate of affairs, in 
ec our opinions, could warrant our acquieſcence to ſuch 
& requiſition; and we are morally certain, that had we 
c yielded to them, ſuch a conſciouſneſs of the ſtate of our 
& affairs would have been implied, as would have produ- 
cc ced an effect the very reverſe from that for which it was 
cc jntended, by raiſing the preſumption of the enemy to ex- 
* act yet more. ignominieus terms, or perhaps their refuſal 
& to accept of any ; nor, in our opinion, would they have 


« failed to excite in others the ſame belief, and the conſe- 


& quent deciſion of all parties againſt us, as the natural 
& conſequences of our decline.“ That the ſaid Haſtings 
 kimſelf, in his inſtructions to Mr. David Anderſon, after 
authorizing him to reſtore a that we had conquered du- 
ring the war, expreſsly “ excepred Ahmedabad, and the ter- 
c ritory conquered for Futty Sing Gwicowar.” That ne- 
vertheleſs the ſaid HBaſtings, in the peace concluded by him, 


has vielded to every one of the conditions reprobated in the 


preceding declarations, as igneminious, and incompatible with 


public faith. 


- 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did abandon the Rana of 
Gohud, in the manner already charged; and that the faid 
Rana has not only loſt the Fort of Gualior, but all his own 
country and is himſelf a priſoner.— That the faid Haſtings did 
not interpoſe to obtain any terms in fayour of the Nabob of 
| | HhHopaul, 


o Dres Se i. 
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Bopaul, who was * with great reaſon deſirous: of concealing 
from the Mahrattas* the. attachment he. had borne to the En. 
lifſþ Government; the ſaid. Nabob having a juſt: dread of the 
Aabger of lei expoſed to the reſentment of the Mahrattas, 
and no 8 the faith and protection of the En- 
liſn. That by the gth Article of the treaty with Futty 
Ring; it was ſtipulated, that when a negociation for peace 
ſhould take place, his intereſt ſhould be primiarily conſider- 
ed; and that Mr. David Anderſon, the Miniſter and Repre- 
ſentative of the Governor General and Council, did declare 
to Seindia, that it was indiſpenſably incumbent on us to ſup- 
port Futty — S d IE 
That nevertheleſs every acquiſition made for or by the 
ſaid - Futty Sing, during the war, particularly the Fort and 
territories of Ahmedabad, were given up by the ſaid Haſtings; 
That Futty Sing was replaced under the ſubjection of the 
Peſhwa, (whoſe reſentment he had provoked by taking 
part with us in the war) and under an obligation to pay 
a tribute, not ſpecified, to the Peſhwa, and to perform ſuch 
ſervices, and to be ſubject to ſuch obedience, as had long been 
 eflabliſhed and cuſtomary ; and that, no limit being fixed to 
ſuch tribute or ſervices, the ſaid Futty Sing has been left 
wholly at the mercy of the Mahrattas. YE b 
That with reſpect to Ragoba, the ſaid Haſtings, in his in- 
ſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, dated 4th of November 1781, 
contented himſelf with ſaying, We cannot z9tally abandon 
the intereſts of Ragonaut Row. Endeavour to obtain 
&« for him an adequate proviſion.— That Mr. Anderſon de- 
clared to Madajee Scindia , * that as we had given Rago- 
ba protection as an independent prince, and not brought 
« him into our ſettlement as a priſoner, we could not in 
c honour pretend to impoſe the /malle/? reſtraint on his will, 
cc and he muſt be at liberty to go wherever he pleaſed; that 
« jt muſt reſt with Scindia himſelf to prevail on him to re- 
6“ fide in his country; all that we could do was to agree, 
« after a reaſonable time, to withdraw our protection from 
& him, and not to inſiſt on payment of the flipend ta him, as 
cc Scindia had propoſed, unleſs on the condition of his reſid- 
„ing in ſome part of Scindia's territories.” red 
That, notwithſtanding all the preceding declarations, and 
in violation of the public faith repeatedly pledged to Ragoba, 
he was totally abandoned by the ſaid Haſtings in the treaty, 
no proviſion whatever being made even for his ſubſiſtence, 
but on a condition to which he could not ſubmit, without 


* Anderſon's Letter of 26th January 1732. 
+ Anderſon's Letter of 24th February 1782. . 
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che certain loſs of his liberty, and probable hazard of his 
life ; namely, that he ſhould voluntarily, and of his own accord, 


repair to Scindia; and quietly refide with him. That ſuch 1 


treacherous deſertion of the ſaid Ragoba is not capable of be- 
ing juſtified by any plea of neceffity ; but that in fact no 
ſuch neceffity exiſted ; ſince it appears that the Nizam, who, 
of all the contracting parties in the confederacy, was per- 


ſonally moſt hoſtile*to Ragoba, did himſelf propoſe that Ra- 


— might have an option given him of reſiding within the 
Company's territories. —That the plan of negotiating a peace 
with the Mahrattas, by application to Scindia, and through 


his mediation, was erneſtly recommended to the faid Hal- 


tings by the Preſidency of Bombay, ſo early as in Febru: 
ary 1779, who ſtated clearly to him the reaſons why ſuch 
application ought to be made to Scindia, in preference to any 
other of 'the Mahratta Chiefs, and why it would probably 


be ſucceſsful; the truth and juſtice of 'which reaſons were 
fully evinced in the iſſue, when the ſaid Haſtings, after in- 


curring, by two years delay, all the loſſes and diſtreſſes of 
a calamitous war, did actually purſue that very plan with 


much leſs effect or advantage than might have been ob- 


| tained at the time the advice was given. That he neglected 
the advice of the Prefidency of Bombay, and retarded the 


peace, as well as made its conditions worſe, from an obſti- 


nate attachment to his project of alliance offenſive and de- 
fenfive with the Raja of Berar, the object of which was ra- 
ther a new war, than a termination of the war then exiſt- 
ing againſt the Peſhwa. + 117 407 


6 


That the ſaid Haſtings did farther embarraſs and retard the 


concluſion of a peace, by employing different Miniſters at 
the Courts of the ſeveral Confederate Powers, whom he 
feverally empowered to treat and negociate a peace 
That theſe Miniſters not acting in concert, not know- 
ing the extent of each others commiſſions, and having 
no inſtructions to communicate their reſpective proceed- 
ings to each other, did in effect counteract their ſeveral 
negociations.---That this want of concert and of ſimplicity, 
and the myſtery and intricacy in the mode of conducting the 
negociation on our part, was complained of by our Miniſters 
as embarraſſing and diſconcerting to us, while it was advanta- 


geous to the adverſe party, who were thereby furniſhed with 


opportunity and pretence for delay, when it ſuited their pur- 
poſe; and enabled to play off one ſet of negociators againſt 
another: That it alſo created jealouſy and diſtruſt in the vari- 
' ous contending parties, with whom we were treating at the 


ſame time and to whom we were obliged to make contradicto- 


ry profeſſions, while it betrayed and expoſed to them all our 
= | : Mo: own 


% 


ANCE NTA 


2 


* 
— 


N TOE 


and David Anderſon; Eſquire, in Scindia's camp, with pa, 
rate powers applied to the fame object, the Miniſter at PO 


nah informed the ſaid Watherſton; that he had received: bro? 


poſals for honey from the Nabob of Arcot, with the #pprobi- 
tion of Sir Eyre Coote; that he returned other propoſe $'t6 the 
faid'Nabob of Arcot, who had afſured him (the 
that thofe n * — 24 2 Mr. Mac- 
r/on would ſet qu e after which orders ſould be im- 
. diſpatched from uo Honournble' the 3 Central 
and Council to the effet he wiſhed. That the ſaid Nabob 
( had promiſed to obtain and forward to him the Weg 
« orders from Bengal in fifteen days, and that he vras therefbte 
« every inſtant in et eee of their arrival; atid obſerve 
c that, when General Goddard propoſed t6 fend à confiden- 
4 tial perſon to Paonah, he conceived that 'thoſe'brders muſt 


« have actually reached him:“ That therefore the eye | 


formally concluded by David - Anderſon, was. in effect 


ſubſtarice the ſame with that offered, and iu reality ccheluded. 
by the Nabob of Arcot, with the exception only of SaHettey 


which the Nabob of Arcot had agreed to reſtore to the Mah- 
rattas. That the intention of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inn 
preſſing for a peace with the Mahrattas, on terms ſo difho-. 


 nourable, and by meaſures fo raſh and ill- concerted, Wag not 


to reſtore and eſtabliſh a general peace throughout India, but 
to engage the India Company in a new war againſt Hyder Al- 


ly, and to make the Mahrattas parties therein. That the 


eagerneſs and paſſion with which the ſaid Haſtings purſued 


this object, laid him open to the Mahrattas, who depended 


thereon for obtaining whatever they ſhould demand from us. 
That in order to carry the point of an offenfive alliance 
againſt Hyder Ally, the ſaid Haſtings expoſed the negocia- 
tion for peace with the Mahrattas to many difficulties and 
delays, That the Mahrattas were bound by a clear and re- 
cent engagement, which Hyder had never vlolated in any ar- 
ticle, to make no peace with us which ſhould not me 


him; that oy pleaded the facred nature of this vbHrgation 


in anſwer to all our requiſitions on this head, while the ſaid 
Haſtings, ſtill importunate for his favourite point, ſuggeſted 
to them various means of reconciling a ſubſtantial breach o 


— 


their engagement with a formal obſervance of it, and taught 
them how they might at once be parties in a peace with By- 

der Ally, and in an'offenſive alliance for immediate hoftilit 

againſt him. That theſe leflons of public duplicity and arti- 


fice, and theſe devices — faith and real treachery, 


could 
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dcn eagerneſs and impatienee fot peace; -raifing / they” 
the general claims and pretenſions of the enemy; That: 


Miniſter) 


— 
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could have mo effect but to degrade the national character, 
and to inſpire the Mahrattas themſel ves, with whom we were 
in treat, with a diſtruſt in our ſincerity and good faith,— 
That the object of this fraudulent policy (via the utter de- 
ſtruction of Hyder Ally, and a partition of his dominions) 


was neither wile in itſelf, or authorized by the orders and in- 


ſtructions of the Company to their ſervants; that it was in- 
compatible with the treaty of peace, in which Hyder Ally 

vas included, and contrary to the repeated and beſt under- 
food injunctions of the Company; being in the farſt place a 
bargain for a new war, and in the next aiming at an extenſion 
of our territory by conqueſt. That the beſt and ſbundeſt 
political opinions, on the relations of theſe ſtates, have al- 


ahrattas to depend on its being balanced by that of Hyder 
Uy; and the Myfore country is ſo placed as a barrier between 
the Carnatic and the Mahrattas, as to make it our intereſt ra- 
ther to ſtrengthen and repair that barrier, than to level and 
deſtroy it.: That. the ſaid treaty of partition does expreſs it- 
peace; but through the whole courſe of the ſaid Haſtings's 
Bin er he did endeavour to prevent any peace with the 

ultan. or Nabob of Myſore, Tippũ Saheb, and did fon a long 
time endeavour to fruſtrate all the methods which could have 
cr hon the ſaĩd treaty of conqueſt and partition wholly un- 


Yo ; $2 ; 3-4 —44 * 4 2 1 
That the Marattas having taken no effectual ſtep to 


oblige Hyner Alley to make good the conditions for which 
they had engaged in his behalf, and the war continuing to be 
carried. on in the Carnatic by Tippoo Sultan, ſon and ſuc- 


— 


ceſſor of Hyder Ally, the Preſidency of Fort St. Geotge un- 


dertook, upon their own authority, to open a negociation 
with the ſaid Tipoo; which ©0796” awd though indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, the ſaid Haſtings utterly diſapproved and diſcoun- 
tenanced, expreſsly denying that there was any ground or 
Motive for entering into any direct or ſeparate -treaty with 
Tippoo; and not conſenting to or authorizing any negociati- 
on for ſuch treaty, until after a ceſſation of hoſtilities had 
been brought about with him by the Preſidency. of Fort St. 


George, in Auguſt 1773, and the Miniſters of Tippoo had been 
received and treated with by that Ia and Commiſſion- 
1 


ers, in return, actually ſent by the ſaid Preſidency to the court 
of Poonah; which late and reluctant conſent and authority 
were extorted from him, the ſaid Haſtings, in conſequence 
of tlie acknowledgment of his Agent at the Court of Madajee 
Scindia (upon whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings had depended 
jor enforcing the clauſes of the Marratta Treaty) of the pre- 

| | cariouſneſs 
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ways repreſented our great ſecurity againſt the power of the 


{elf to be, eventual with regard to the making and keeping of 


_ 


aA OLUe a of 
cariouſneſs of ſuch dependance, arid of the neceffity of that a 
direct and ſeperate n Tippoo, ſo long and ſo lately 


reprobated by the faid Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding: 
the information and intreaties of the Preſidency of Fort St. 
George, as well as the known diſtreſſes and critical fituation' 
of the Company's affairs.---That, though the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did at 7 give inſtructions for negociating and 
making peace with Tippoo; expreſsly adding, that thoſe in- 
ſtructions extended to all the points which occurred to n or 
them as capable of being agitated or gained upon tlie occa- 
fion---though the ſaid inſtructions were ſent after the ſaid 
Commiſfioners by the Preſidency of Fort St. George, with 
directions to obey them; though not only the ſaid inſtruc- 
tions were obeyed, but advantages gained which did not oc- 
cur to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ;---though the ſaid peace 
formed a contraſt with the Mahratta peace, in neither ceding 
any territory poſſeſſed by the Company before the war, or 
delivering up any dependant or ally to the vengeance of his 
adverſaries, but providing for the reſtoration of all the coun- 
tries that had been taken from the Company and their allies ; 
though the Supreme Council of Calcutta, forming the 
legal government of Bengal in the abſence of the ſaid 


arren Haſtings, ratified the ſaid treaty. Vet the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings, then abſent from the ſeat of government, and 
out of the Province of Bengal, and forming no legal or inte- 
gral part of the government during ſuch abſence, did, after 
fuch ratification, uſurp the power of acting as a part of ſuch 
government (as if actually ſitting in Council with the other 
members of the ſame) in the conſideration and unqualified 
cenſure of the terms of the ſaid peace. That the Nabob of 
Arcot, with whom the ſaid Haſtings did keep up an unwar- 
rantable, clandeſtine correſpondence, without any communi- 
cation with the Preſidency of Madras, wrote a letter of com- 
plaint, dated the 27th of March 1784, againſt the Preſidency 
of that place, without any communication thereof to the ſaid. 
Preſidency, the ſaid complaint being addreſſed to the faid 
Warren Haſtings, the ſubſtance of which complaint was, that 
he (the Nabob) had not been made a party to the late treaty ;_ 
And although his intereſt had been ſufficiently provided for 
in the ſaid treaty, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ign a decla- 
ration on the 23d of May, at Lucknow, forming the baſis of 
a new article, and making a new party to the treaty, after it, 
had been, by all parties, (the Supreme Council of Calcutta 
included) completed and 'ratified, and did tranſmit the ſaid 
new ſtipulation to the Preſidency at Calcutta, ſolely for the 
purpoſes, and at the — of the Nabob of Arcot; and 
| H 2 Bo 
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the ſaid declaration was made without any previous commu 

nication with the Preſidency aforeſaid, and in-conſequenc. 
thereof orders were ſent by the Cyuncil at Calcutta to the 
Preſidency of Fort St. George, under ihe ſevere/t threats in caſe 
of diſobedience ; which orders, whatever were their - purport, 
would, as an undue aſſumption vf, and participation in, the 
rovernment. from which be was ahſent, become a high miſ- 
lemeanor ; but, being to the purport of opening the faid 
treaty, after its ſolemn ratification, and propoſing a new clauſe 
and a new party to the ſame, was alſo an aggrayation of ſuch 
miſdemeanor, as it tended to conyey to the Indian powers an 
idea of the unſteadineſs of the councils and determinations 
of the Britiſh government, and to take away all reliance on 


its engagements; and as, above all, it expoſed the affairs of 


the nation and the Company to the hazard of ſeeing renewed 


all the calamities of war, from whence, by the concluſion of 


the treaty they had emerged, and upon a pretence ſo weak as 


that of propoling the Nabob of Arcot to be a party to the ſame, 
on 


though he had not been made a party by the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings in the Maratta treaty, which profeſſed to be for the 


relief of the Carnatic ;—though he was not a party to the 
former treaty with Hyder, alſo relative to the Carnatic ;— 


though it was not certain whether, if the treaty were once 


opened, and that even Tippoo ſhould then conſent to that 


Nabob's being a party, whether he (the, ſaid Nabob) would 
agree to the clauſes of the ſame, and, conſequently, whether 
t 


e ſaid treaty, once opened, could afterwards be concluded 
—an uncertainty, of which he, the ſaid Haſtings, ſhould 
have learned to be aware, having already once been diſap- 
pointed by the ſaid Nabob's refuſing to accede to a treaty 
which he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, made for him with the 
Dutch about a year before. | | 


| That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having broken a ſolemn and 


honourable treaty, of peace, by an unjuſt and unprovoked 


war, having neglected to conclude that war, when he might 
have done it without loſs of honour to the nation, having 
plotted and contrived, as far 2s depended on him, to engage 
the India Company in another war, as ſoon as the former 


ſhould be concluded; and having at laſt put an end to a moſt 


unjuſt war againſt the Marattas by a moſt 3zgnominious peace 


with them in which he ſacrificed objects eſſential to theintereſis 


and fubmitted to conditions utterly incompatible with the 


Honour of this nation, and with his own declared ſenſe of 


the diſhonourable nature of thoſe conditions; and having en- 


ffeavoured to open anew the Treaty coneluded with Tippoo 


Pultan through the means of the Preſidency of Fort St. George, 
E 8 * : ; upon 


* *%. 
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upon principles of juſtice and honour, and which eſtabliſhed 
peace in India; and thereby expoſing the Britiſh poſſeſſions 
there to the renewal of the dangers and calamities of war- 
has, by theſe ſeveral acts, been guilty of ſundry high crimes 

 and\miſdemneanors. s. „ 
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CORRESPONDENCE.- 


HAT by an Act of the 13th year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain re- 
4% oulations for the better management of the affairs of the 
"= Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” 
„The Governor General and Council are required and di— 
6 rected to pay due obedience to all ſuch orders as they ſhall 
4 receive from the Court of Ditectors of the ſaid United 
„ Company, and to correſpond from time to time, and con- 
<« ſtantly and diligently tranſmit to the ſaid Court, an exact 
« particular of all advices or intelligence, and of all tranſac- 
<« tions and matters whatſoever that ſhall come to their know- 
“ ledge, relating to the government, commerce, revenues, or 
«© intereſt of the ſaid United Company.“ 
That in conſequence of the above-recited Act, the Court 
of Directors, in their General Inſtructions of the 29tlf of 
March 1774, to the Governor General and Council, 44 di- 
rect, © That the correſpondence with the Princes or country 
% powers in India, ſhould be carried on through the Governor 
« General only ; but that all letters to be ſent by him ſhould 
<< be firſt approved in Council, and that he ſhould lay before 
<< the Council, at their next meeting, all letters received by 
* him in the courſe of ſuch correſpondence, for their infor- 
© mation. ors. | 
And the Governor General and Council were therein fur- 
ther ordered, That, in tranſacting the“ Buſineſs of their 
& department, they ſhould enter, with the utmoſt perſpicuity 
«© and exactnels, all their proceedings whatſoever; and all 
* diflents, if ſuch ſhould at any time be made by any mem-, 
« ber of their Board, together with all letters ſent or received 
& in the courſe of their correſpondence ; and that broken ſets 
« of ſuch proceedings, to the Jateſt period polkble, be tranſ- 
& mitted to them (the Court of Directors) a compleat ſet at 
<< the end of every year, and a duplicate by the next convey- 
„ . 1 WE 
That in defiance of the ſaid orders, and in breach of the 
above- recited At of Parliament, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
has, in ſundry inſtances, concealed from his Council the cor- 
reſpondence carried on between him and the Princes or coun- 
try powers in India, and neglected to communicate the — 
| | an 


and Re, he * tain ae 7 3 Pa. . Britiſh 
re{:dents at the different Courts in India to the qther Members 
of the government ; and without their knowledge, counſel, 
or participation, has diſpatched orders vn matters of the ute 
moſt conſequence to the intereſts, of the Company. 
That moreover, the faid Warren Haſtings, for the purpoſe | 
of covering his own improper and dangerous practices from his 
employers, has withheld from the Court of Directors, upon 
ſundry occaſions, copies of the proceed ings had, and the cor- 
reſpondence carried on by him in his official capacity, as Go- 
vernor General, whereby the Court of Directors have been 
kept in ignorance of matters which it highly imported them to 
know, and the affairs of the Company have been I" to 
much inconvenience and injury. 
That in all ſuch concealments and acts dane or ordered 
| without the conſent and authority of the Supreme Council, 
the ſaid Warren 3 * been guilty of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors. 
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HAT. the-Nabob Fyzoola 3 who nom holds - 
of the Vizier the territory of Rampore, Shawabad, 
and certain other diſtricts dependent thereon, in the country 
of the Rohillas, is the ſecond ſon of a Prince, renowned in 
of Hindoſtan under the name of Ali Mohammed 
Khan, ſome time ſovereign of all that part of: Rohilcund, 
ke perticalaly diſtinguiſhed by the appellation. of the 

utteehr. | l te 

II. That after the death of Alia Mohammed aforeſaid, as 

Fyzoola Khan, together with his elder brother, was then a 
Priſoner of war, at a place called Herat, the Rohilla-chiefs 
took poſſeſſion of the ancient eſtates of the — wh 


1 


led to wave his rr rights for the | inconſidera 


- 
. , 
* 
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WE OE R _ 10 1 E r ö * 
diſtriẽts of Rampore and Shawabad, then eftimated to 
duce from nero — _ - annual — ; 3 
* TY zi bw && # THY AIC : = 
_ united armies of the — Sujah ul Dowlah nad the IN - 
| on „ the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, “ with ſome of his people, 
- t at — deciſive battle of St. George, 
e great leader of the Rohillas, and many 
| cipal Fel chiefs were ſlain; but efcaping from 
the ſlaughter, Fyzoola Khan made his retreat good 
4 the mountains, ann all his treaſure.” He there collected 
the ſcattered remains of his countrymen; and as he was the 
_ eldeſt ſurviving ſon of Ali Mohammed Khan, as too the moſt 


ul obſtacle to his prete was now removed, by the 
death of Hafiz, he — at length to have been vac- 


know ledged, by his N ſubj the undoubted heir of 

His father's authority | 5 | 
IV. That, labbed f lad edi of 

4 the Engliſh, whoſe 5 and celebrity is where 


„ known, who diſÞoſſeſs no one, the Nabob F oola Khin 
made early overtures 4 — — 
pion, Commander in Chief of of the Company's forces in Ben- 

| al: That he did propole fo the fad Colonel Alexander Cham- 
May, to put himſelf under the protection eitherof the Company 
or of the Vizier, through the mediation, and with the guaran- 
tee of the Company; that he did offer © whatever was 

* conferred upon 12557 payas much, without damage or de- 

. £6 ficiency,' as any other perſon would agree to do; ſtating 

at the ſame time his condition and pretences 8 by 
Xited;-asi fats dent ad the ful; Nad appraling, in a 

ſorcible and aweful manger, to che generoſity and magnani- 
mity of this nation, “ by Whöſe means he hoped in God that 

1% be ſhould receive juſtice;! and as the perſon who de- 

 SGetthe" war was no more 3 us . ich that be wal him- 

elf evil defs; and as © he dad never added in ſuch à man- 
cer; #5 for the 'Vither" te bare taken hatred to his heurt 
{Cs him; that He f ighe be Wen i his aneient 

* pöſſemnons, the lie Father? r 

V. Tut on the laſt of the are Sites "aboyeinentioned ; 
that is to ſay, on the ayth of May, the Nabob-Pyzo0la- EKbin 

did alſo ſend to the Commander in Chief a Vakeel or Ambaf- 

Yadorp'who- was on the part vf im {the Nabob 
Khan, nis maſter) to make n ſpecific offer of chree 

ions; and that by one of the ſaid” propofitions an 

* Ghmual'encreaſe of near 4©0,0007. would have aeerued “ to 

"the revenues. of our ally, and and the eng 9p pore of 


« fecting 


” where 


towards 


to Colonel Alexander Cham- - 


n, in three letters, received on the 14th, 24th, and 27th of ; 


T — = &' & =, => mh wo” « I TY ET * Ba es 1 


influence in ef- 


— 6 „ 3 


Mat 5 60 „ e into an ee 
ſentinl ene his intereſts; ſince, 46 
hie enteftained, ; front the interpofition of our gerermment, “ 


his Maj jeſty and the" 


tion of :eroff the Gun 
— —.— 1 


N FFC CY... £4 


as; of try life.” l 5 


laid Warcen tings, 3 letter em the Nabob 


eited to the Commander in Obief; of which alfo cpies v 
ſent to the (aft ee Comm 
Nee hief a 


* of fone Hr that might ſtrixe all the! powers of the Faſt 
<< wich adijrarion f our Juſtiee; in contraſt to the conduct 
ö of the Vizier,”%. : NTT, ONT GG RUA. OI 
| — — Tyat TH anfwer to ſuch Mudable wiſh or the f: 


bad — _ once expres, * even infimate, any 


* Ls * ctly e * | ; 
„And ſtrictty 22 * 
. enen ee 
atv — em oe Nah" V- 
uſt, Humane, 0 I feelings of 


the hopes which 


fn this arms of 
attas,' refu ee with 


be declined the invitation of the Mogul to Joi 


the Seiks, und did even 


3 — 5 


ho - {ay 1+ neg 15865 3 IINSE 
Champion afprefaid; „thought nothing could be more ho- 


_ © gotrable to this nation than the ſup t of ſo exatted a cha- 


— — and 'whilit it could be done on terms 'fo'advanty- 
* fuppoſtd it very unhik nA ans the 'Vikeet's prope 
2 ö jon Mou * recer'ed "with" ptiffeterice':* 7 Tig he | 


Lehen Governor. of Fort War, Re. 
gal-; - Ad he did at the Tame time enthiſe td the 
Fyz ol Nan 
to the ſaid Yaſtinge; Which letter dees not apprar; but a 
de ſuppoſed to have been of che Tate tenor with tboße beſe 


mander in Chief; pines 
foreſaid) after ane e t 
and cogent” arguments palicy an. 
Ir of che Nabob Tyzobla Khan 12 
ing for nothing fo much, as fer the Ader. 


Commander in Chief, the Prefident, (Warren Haſtings) pre- 
ferring his bern ptglibited plans of extended Cominion 19 5 
mild, equitable, and wiſe policy inculcated in the Randing | 


2 didets © hi Topenors, and now'enforced by the recommen 


Uation of the Commander in Chief, did inſtruct and s defire? 


him, the fad Commander in Chief, . inſtead of Wikiting 
Y * the Visier to relinquiſh his conqueſt to 


Fyzoola Khan, to 
*© diſcourage Tt as much as was in his power ;** wittoogh the 


doubt 


neglect to take the: obo donn preenu- 


r 


* 


2 


but to the ſaid pleas of the Nabob 


r Faun. alen of #6 
That, in the aforeſaid violent it en 
the ſaid Warzen Haſtings 6 . ne it to evi principle 


ht, ho : iſeſt, and no 
could entitle weak to 


e — 


of his 


amd 
* 


— 


ve 


— and oy 16 pe 
858 57 


1 
Dn 


cite diſtruſt, er 
all the ſubordinate 


a coun wh th 


= had 1 that ** his Excellency (the Vizier] would be 


K . do conciliate dhe affections (of the Rohillas) to his 
a t, by acceding to lenient terms ;” he, the ſaid Haſtings, 
did nevertheleſs write, — without the conſent or knowledge 


of his colleagues, did privately diſpatch a certain anſwer to a 
letter of the — hief: In which anſwer the ſaid 
Haſtings did expreſs — bruy nos s, namely, that 
the nd ty in Chief had reſolved on pro the war to 4 
final iſſue, ** becauſe (as the ſaid Haſtings explains himſelf) it 
„ appears very plainly that Fyzoola Khan, and his adberents 
<6 lay at your mercy ; becauſe I apprehend much. inconvenjeney 


<« from delays; and becauſe / am morally certain that no goed 


6 9 be gained by negotiating ; thereby artfully ſuggelting 


. — his bereditary right to the terri- : 


'B © wh ma, wb | 


a8 to the arguments both of ey | 
juſtice. d by the Commander in Chief, be the 
ſaid Haſti . — apple certain 2 N chi 
4e or confideration. The petty / | 
* eight Jacks ought not for a moment to þ 


e . pm ea Oe 


his /atisfaFion in the once of an accommodation, 


_ 
uh. 
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382288288 


race 


hs wiſhes of what might be in his hopes of what had been 54 
_ ſolved; and plainly, m__ indirectly, inſtigating the Com- 
Manier 


ene e of blond in * 
tack on the Robillas, poſted as were, *© in's ver 
_«« ſituation,” and 2 tg for all. 1 'T, I 
XI. That the ſaid Haſtings, in the anſwer aforeſaid, did 
_—_— endeavour to enflame the Commander in Ne 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, by repreſenting the og 
« highly preſuming, inſolent, and'evaſive;” and —— wing 
the diftruſt which the Nabob Fyzoola Khin entertained of tbe 
_ oy the ſaid' Haſtings did «© exprelsly deſire it ſhould bo 
_ «left wholly t the Vikier to treat with ie envy bis own 
«agents, and in bis own manner ;” though he ou 10 þ altings 
by no means wiſhed the Vizier to loſe' time by ſeckin an 
<:gecommodation, ſince it would be more ' effeQual; More 
* deeiſive, and more conſiſtent with his dignity, indeed with 
4 his honour, which he has already pledged,” ; abide 'by bis 
firſt offers to diate the conditions of peace, and to admit 
«© only an acceptance without reſervation; or à clear refufat 
from his adverſary ;** thereby affecting to hold up;"in's po- 
tion to, and in excluſion of, the ſubſtantial claims of Ju 
certain ideal obligations of dignity and honour, that is t fy, 
the gratification of pride, an che eee of: 22 f | 
determination once declared, . 25 3 
XII. That although the 110 auer dia nor 8 C- 
mander in Chief unti}/ peace was actually concluded; and al- 
though the dangerous conſequences to be apprehended from 
the ſaid anſwer were thereby prevented, yet by the ſentiments 
contained in the ſaid anſwer, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, did 
evince his ultimate adherence to all the former violent 
and unjuſt principles of his conduct towards the: Nabob Fy- 
Kin 3 which principles' were diſgraceful to the charae 
ter, and injurious to the intereſts of this nation: And that the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did thereby, in a partieular manner, ex 
clude himſelf from any ſhare of credit for the honourable 


© : , 7 


period put to the'Rohilla war, whiel has in ſome degree 2 


bt done awa the reproach fo wantonl boon on'the Eng- 
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"I, That, e Fr bid. and crimp 
were of the Preſident Haſtings, hereinbefore recited, a 
04 peace 20 friendſhip between the Visier Sujab of 
Dowlah and che Nabob Fyzoola Khio was finally ſigned and 
= on the th October 1774, at a place Lalla Lall- 

in the preſence, and with the atteſtation of P 
„ in Chief, Colonel Alexander Champi 
Sorel; and that for the ſaid treaty the Nabob . — 
agreed to pay, and did actually pay, the valuable 
— 9 — of ha his treaſure, to the amount of 15 lacks 
of rupees, or 150, Ol, ſterling, and upwards, 

II. That by the ſaid treaty, the. "Nabob F. yzoola, Khin | 
was eſtabliſhed in the quiet poſſeſſion of. Rampore, Shawabad, 
and “ ſome other diſtricts dependent thereon,” ſubject to 
_ conditions, of which An more reren n 

ow 5. - 

4 1 hat F yzoola Kh3n ſhould retain in his ſervice ooo 
6 troops, and not a ſingle man mote: ; 

„ That with whomſoever the Vizier mould e war, 
4 Fyzoola Khan ſhould ſend tꝛus or three thouſand. men, ac- 
©& carding. to his ability, to join the forces of the Vizierz' 

4 And that, jf the Vizier ſhould march-in perſon, F Fools 
4 Kin ſnould himſelf accompany him with his troops.” 

III. That from the terms of the treaty above recited, it 
doch plainly, poſitively, and indiſputably appear, that the 
Nabob Fyzosla Khan, in caſe of war, was not bound to 
furniſh more than three thouſand. men under any de- 
tion, unleſs the Vizier ſhould march in perſun. 
IV. That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was not poſititely i 
| bound to furniſh; ſo many as 3000 men, but an indefinite 
number, not more than threa, and not leſs than two thou- 
ſand; that, of the preciſe number within ſuch limitations, 
the ability of Fyzaola Khan, and not the diſcretion of the 
Ken was to be the Randard: and that fuch ability could 

— mean, that which was equitably conſiſtent not only 

the external defence of his Jaghire, but with the internal 

1 management thereof, both as to its police and re- 
venue. 

V. That even in caſe the Vinier: ſhould: march' 10 poeſon, 
it might be reaſonably doubted, whether the perſonal ſervice 
of the: Nabob t yzoola Khin «© with his troops” muſt be 

| | underſtood 


- 
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underſtood 85 be 8 all his wn gh or valy only with ie | 4 
number before ſtipulated, an three, and got wes 2M 
than two thouſf: 2125 men; Ad th the latter is the e „ 
tation finally adopted by Warren Haſtings aforeſaid, a” 5 | 
the Council of Bengal, ho ina letter do the Court of 
Directors, dated April gth, 183, -repreſented the clauſes of 
the treaty relative to the ſtip lates aid as meaning imply, 
that Fyzoola Khan i ſhould ſend: two or three id. 

4 men to join the Vizier's forces, or attenil in perſon, * 
ce caſe it ſhould be requiſite . F 5 
_ LIN! from the aforeſaid terms of. My try * doth. | I 
not I appear-of what ſtipulate ten- 1 
1 "horſe: or foot, or in What proportion vf „ 
both; but that it is the recorded opiniiqn,: maturely box. ol Ws 
by the ſaid Haſtings and - his Council, in 1 
that even a ſingle horſeman included- in dhe ald which # 
ce 55 zoola Khan might. furniſh, would ee a literal com-" ; 
pang with the ipulation.? Nei gi I13Y 13 ITT WAA 
by. That, in hs ray of any doubr Kit 1 # 
3 reaty, the 1 1 3 con- 
| ſideration is itary right to the witry, and 
the price by him . paid for the fad . „5 
TY entitled to the moſt favourable conftruftion2:: 1145 0 F 
VIII. That, from the atteſtation of Colonel Champion: | A | 
aforeſaid, the Government of Calcutta acquired the ſame 
right to interpoſe with the Viziet for the protection of the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khin, as they the faid Government, had 
before claimed from a fimilar atteſtation of Sir Robert 
Barker, to aſſiſt the Vizier in extirpating thę whole nation 
of the {aid Fyzoola Khan; more eſpecially, as in the caſe. of _ 
Sir Robert Barker it was contrary to the remonſtrances of 
the then adminiſtration, and the furtheſt from the intentions 
of the ſaid Barker himſelf, that his atteſtation ſhould. involve 
the Company; but the atteſtation of Colonel Champion was 
ber y all the powers of the Government, a8 4 
« ſanctionꝰ wn «to Nr validity“ to the trea That . 
they the ſaid Government, and in particular the fai Wenn 
Haſtings, as the firſt executive member of the ſame, were 
bound 57 the ties of natural juſtice duly to exerciſe the afore- 
faid right, if need were; and that their duty ſo to interfers 
was more particularly enforeed by the ſpirit, of the cenſures 
paſt both by the Directors and DG in the Rohilla 
war, and the fatisfaction expreſſed by thy ta pore in 17 1 
hy e end * nee int 5 
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THAT Hiring the'Iife of abe Vizier Sejab' u Done ani 
for ſome time alter his death, under his ſon and ſucceſſor 


Afoph ul Dowlah;- the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did remain 


without diſtuthance or moleſtation That he did. all the 


while imagine his dee to be under the ſanction of the 
Company, 8 Colonel Champion's affixing his ſignature 
' thereto! as a witneſs, «which + is: he (Fyzoola 
% Khan) ſuppoſed,” rendered the Company the: arb:trators 
8 the Vizier _ himſelf, in 2 e, 1 diſputes: And 
that, <a man of ſenſe, but —_— uftllanmmity; a 
e ed of the paſſion er- 
bit ion he did peaceably app 7 f to 1 the 
_« ſtare of his country; and did, 
60 N encreaſe the revenues eee be nar rp a amount 
in Sujah ul Dowla's . 

That in the year 1777, and in po: We of the 
year 1778, being Zalarmed at the y oy Vizier's, reſump- 
tion of a number of Jaghires, eee hy his father to 


different perſons, and the injuſtice and oppreſſion of bis 


conduct in general; and having now learned (from whom 
does not a 50 but probably from ſome perſon ſuppoſed of 


competent authority) that Colonel Champion formerly wit- 


neſſed the treaty as à private perſon, the Nabhob F y Oola 
Khan did make frequent and urgent ſolicitations to Natha- 
niel Middleton, Eſq; then Reſident: at Oude, and to Warren 
_ Haſtings aforeſaul, then Governor General of Bengal, for 
a renovation: of his (the Nabob Fyzoola Khans) treat 
e with the lite Vizier, and the guarantee of the Com any, 


or for a © ſeparate agreement with the Company for his 


defence; canfidering them (the Company) as 4 the only 


* power — which he had contidence, and to which he could 


look up for protection . 

III. That 

vernor General: Haſtings, did not, as they were in duty 
bound to do, 3 to allay the apprehenſions of the 


Nabob Fyzoola Khan, b _— him of his ſafety under 


* dect of Denis nam 7 rer aforeſaid; — 
y their crimin 5 1 — by · poſitive expreflions (as 
chere is juſt+ground,' een their ſubſequent language and 
conduct, to believe) they y, the ſaid Middleton and the ſaid 
Haſtings, did at al K 2 alive and confirm (whoever may 
have ori 7 ſuggeſted) the ſaid apprehenſion; and that 
ſuch neglect alone was the more highly culpable in the ſaid 

Haſtings, 


o prudence and at- 


the faid Reſident Middleton, and the ſaid Go- 


4 


E . —_— 


ww T 1 6 IL E M nm 
Paige inaſtnuch' as he, the ſaid Foes en; dion: 
with other members of the Sele Committee of the then 


Presidency of ins . did on the rythꝰ ofi Sept 8 
write 10 Velohef 'hampi dn vforefaid; public authorizing 
dim the fad Colonel 1 i to join bis andi to the: 
dccommodatioiis a 5 (between the Visier Sujab ul 
Dowla, and rhe Nabob Fysoola — to udtditd their validity s 
and, Un the Ech of ORober folldwingy did again write to the 
aid Colonel Champion more ay to: join his fanctionʒ 
«either by toſtifig) the treatyy or i ert or 

* theÞart of the Company, forthe perfo ma it,“ 
wich letters, though they did not arrive until! after; tlie, 
actual fignature of che fald Colonel Chafnpiem do yet in- 
Lontrovertivl, mark the ſolamn-intention'of, the ſaid Come 
ittee (of which the ſaid Haſtings was“ Prsfident) that the 
nction of Colonel Chainpigh' s atreftation [ſhould! be re- 
ure as a public, not a privite ſanQion; and it was. more 
peculiarly incumbent on ſuck” perſons who! had been mem 
ders of the ſaĩd Committee, ſo to regard the fame; !! 
IV. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was further guilty o 
much criminal concealment for the ſpace:of: twelve 83 
inaſmuch as he did not lay before the Boardithe frequent and 
urgent ſolicitations which keßg the ſaid Haſtingt, was coriti- 
nally receiving from the Nabod Fyroola Khan, until the 
gth of March 1978; on Which! day the: aid Haſting $:did 
communicate to the Council public letter of the "aforeſaid 
Middleton, Reſident at Ode wo the Board that he 
_ (the faid Middleton) taki ora late Application 


of F 1 Stem Khan 101 the Compan 
aniel Octavus Barwell re Als Reſident at Benares, 


bit then on a viſit to the Reſident Middleton at Lucknow) 
to proceed with a ſpecial eomitiſſion to Rampore, there to 
enquire on che "ſpot into the truth of certain reports cir- 
eulated to che judice of F 'Khin; which reports 
however tlie Raid Niiddleton A afterwards conſeſs himſelf to 
have; « ahoays” tought e in the higheſt degree/improbabla.”: + | | 

That the ſaid Reſident Middleton did 6er to Ae | 
« whether, on proof of Fyzodla Khän's innocence, the 
1.53 Honourable Ward would be pleaſed. to grant him (the 
KReſident) permiſſton to eomply with his (Fyzoola 90 


“ requeſt, of t the Company's guaranteeing! his! tzeaty wi 
& whe Virier.“ And the: ſaid Middleton, in Erdl for 


' evil F mh #4 « availed himſelf of the abilities of Mr. 
% Daniel „ who'betot d to another ſtation; and for 


deputing him wick the aforet e e to Rawpore, 
without the previous know! of the Board, did urge 7 


e inn ny F ad that nk 9 


— — 


guatanws, had deputed | | 


* . * : '# ” % 


* 
i 


ANT OUS vx 


* exiſted, Was à ſtrong e — nee 
againſt the fad Warren Haſtings, ns 4 criminal neglect 


and concealment the urgency of ſneh noceſſit 


approve . de- 


faid did immediately move (t that the Board 


4 putation of Mr. Dyainl "Bar ERS the N | 


pre 2 
. zende Khan's * having proferyed 

urance $ ing preſerved every 
« aticle of Raw, inviolatef the Reſident Middleton ap- 


lied for the Visiers — ae wh was readily ob- 


' tained; the Viaier however premiſing age gar inconſet 
ie taking ir ted, that on; F e '$..recelv "I, 

& the treaty; atid[khelaut/(or-robe.of honour). he was to —— 

« him 2 3 the 3 offered 


on ſuch occaſions, an an amount. as ſhould LANE, 


i (nifeftationiof. 4 % of bis lend ſbi 
. = ſo agreruy 3 10 5-4 
"Middleton | 46 { did.make * in ſome = F 


VII. That 8 1 


unf recited, the 
Reſidemmt eee 


to Mr. e e n wi tho = 

| SEE - 8 
2 * not 0 

eic pe preſence e ee e 


a ho were 


6 belief in the breaſt of all hig people, that the Company 


SE 
6c in 
s ſubjects 


4 would protect him % legen Ho (NNE: ee 


& Letter of his treat 


VIII. That in 1 of the ſaid ceremony the 


Nabob Fyaoole Khan did deliver to the ſaid Barwell, = the 
uſe of the Vazier,'a nuzzer {ar 
Kc. and did add thereto ia:lack: of e 
u — — he: ſaid Barwell, not 
Tized ti accept 
we „ but” Ore upon y zoola Khan's urgin 


on ſuch od» 


1 Be 
V. That the Governor General, 9 N ho afore- 


8 azza 


ee Mr. wry 13 ** 204 | 
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ale, 2 the cetemony might create a full 


preſent) of olephanth horſes, 


any pecuniary N 1 erf "* : 
"6 5 cahons 


Or. 
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: 4 caſions it was the invariable cyſtom of 1 wo 19 4 
e it muſt on the preſent be txpefted, as it dad been f. 
« ;aſe” (but when, does not appear); he che laid Bg 
| did accept the ſaid lack." in the name of. the Vizier, our 15 
« in whoſe wealth as Warren Haſtings.on another occafion 
one bu we 5 articipate,” * on whom woutthe , 
"an re ng demand. 
Tar over and aboye the lack of rapoes thus proſented | 
518 0 e the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did likewiſe offer one 
other lack of rupees, or upwards. of 7 more, for the 
Company, as ſome acknowledgment of the obligation he 
& received: . that although ſuch acknowl gwent Was not 
* & | pretended to be the invariable cuſtom of Hindoſtan abe | 
1. occaſions, however it might on the preſent. be £ 
Mr. Daniel Bar well afpreſaid Gen probably the diſpoh- 
tion and views of the then actual 17 vernment at Calcutta! 
did not, even at firl, decline the ſaid offer, oy as he Was not 
_ empowered to accept. it, did immediately taking a 
ge for the amount, until 1 pleaſure of the N ſhould 
known, Ta 49 
That the offer was ET OT, communicated by the faid 
Barwell to the Reſident Middleton, to be by him he Ref- 
dent referred to the Board; and that it was {o referred: that 
in reply to the ſaid reference of the Reſident Middleton, the 
Governby General (Warren Haſtings). did move and carry a 
yote of 89 < authorizing Mr. Middleton to accept the 
offer made b we at 5 Fyzoola Khan * to the e of ont lack 
«of rupees, without affigning any geaſon whatever in fup- 
of the Rid motion, notwithſtanding it was ohjected bh; 
a Member of the Board, that if the meaſure was 1 804 
«© became us to adopt. it without ſuch a conſideration; 
that “ oh r of the lack of rupees as a recomy 
« for our interpoſſtion, js beneath the -dignity of this ge- 
« vernment (of dente) and will diſcredit Us in the _— 
© the Indian owers,” _ FATS 
That the acceptance of the faid ſum, in this circumſtance 
was beneath the Agnity of the faid government, and did ken 
Jo to difcredit us; and” that the motion of the ſaid Haſtings 
for fuch' acceptance was therefore wughly derogatory | to th 


honour of. this nation. | 
X. Thar the afor Member of the Council did forthivr | 


Prong ther of Fg pO, Ha and 
that another Member of Qouncil, Richard Barwell, omen? Wrong 


the near relation of Daniel Octavus Barwell, heceindefore 
named, did declare (but after the ſaid guarantee had taken 
| Place) that © this government (of Calcutta) was in fact en- 

« Fi þ by Colonel Champion s ſignature to the treaty 
* Fyzogls * that the ſaid 1 by. 


. 


SET ICTE EY WW: 

did not only ſubje to an heavy expence a prince whom we 
were bound to protect, but did further produce in his mind 
the following obvious and natural concluſion ; namely, that 


« the ſignature of) any perſon, in whatever public capacity be at 


6 prejent appears, will not be valid and of ect, as ſoon as ſome 


« other Hall fill his flation;” a concluſion however imme- 


diately tending to the total diſcredit of all powers, delegated 
from the Board to any individual ſervant of the Company, 


and conſequently to clog, perplex, and embarraſs, in future, 


all tranſactions carried on at a diſtance from the ſeat of go- 
vernment, and to diſturb the ſecurity of all perſons poſſeſſing 
inſtruments already ſo ratified ; yet the only concluſion left to 
Fyzoola Khan, which did not involve ſome affront, either to 
the private honour of the Company's Servants, or to the 
public honour of the Company itſelt ; and that the ſuſpicions 
which originated from the ſaid idea in the breaſt of Fyzoola 
Khan, to the prejudice of the Reſident Middleton's authority, 
did compel the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, to ob- 


viate the bad effects of his firſt motion for the guarantee, by 


a ſecond motion; namely, © that a letter be written to 


40 1 Khan from myſelf, confirming the obligations of the 
cc 0 | 


© Company, as guarantees to the treaty formed between him 
« and the Vizier; which will be equivalent in its effect, 


though not in form, to an engagement ſent him with the 


c Company's ſeal affixed to it.” | « 
XII. That whether the guarantee aforeſaid was or was not 
neceſſary; whether it created a new obligation, or but more 
fully recognized an on previouſly exiſting ; the Go- 
vernor General, Warren Haſtings, by the ſaid guarantee, did, 
in the moſt explicit manner, pledge and commit the public 
faith of the Company, and the nation; and that by the ſub- 
ſequent letter of the ſaid Haſtings (which he at his own mo- 
tion wrote, confirming to Fyzoola Khin the aforeſaid gua- 


rantee) the ſaid Haſtings did again pledge and commit the 


public faith of the Company and the nation, in a manner (as 


the ſaid Haſtings himſelf remarked) © equivalent to an en- 


gagement with the Company's © Seal affixed to it; and more 


particularly binding the ſaid Haſtings perfonally to exact a 
due obfervance of the guaranteed treaty, eſpecially to protect 


the Nabob Fyzoola Khan againſt any arbitrary conſtruction, 
or unwarranted requiſition of the Vizier. i 


Thanks 
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Thanks of the Board to Fyzoola Khan. 


THA ſoon after the completion of the guarantee, in the 
ſame year 1778, intelligence was received in India of a war 

tween England and France: that on the firſt intimation 
| 1 — the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, being indirectly ſound- 
ed,” did ſhew much * promptneſs to render the Company 


« any aſſiſtance within the bounds of his finances and abi- 


lity ;” and that by the ſuggeſtion of the Reſident Middleton, 
hereinbefore named, he (the Nabob Fyzoola Khan) in a let- 
tet to the Governor General and Council, did make a volun- 
— <« offer to maintain 2,000 cavalry (all he had) for our 


c ſeryice;” „ though he was under no obligation to furniſh 


« the Company with a ſingle man.” $64; k v4 
II. That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan did even “ anticipate 


ce the wiſhes of the Board ;” and that “on an application 


ce made to him by Lieutenant Colonel Muir,“ the Nabob 


 Fyzoola Khan: did, “ without heſitation or delay,” furniſh 


him (the ſaid Muir) with 500 of his beſt cayalry, 

That the ſaid conduct of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan was 
communicated by the Company's ſervants, both to each 
other, and to their employers, with expreſſions of * plea - 
ſure” and & particular ſatisfaCtion,” as an event & even ſur- 
«paſſing their expeCtations :” that the Governor General, 


Warren Haſtings, was officially requeſted to convey “ the 


cc thanks of the Board ;” and that, not ſatisfied with the 
bare diſcharge of his duty, under the ſaid requeſt, he the faid 


_ Haſtings did, on the 8th of January 1779, write to Fyzoola, 
« that in his own name,” as well as © that of the Board, he 

(the ſaid Haſtings) returned him the warme/? thanks for 

<« this inſtance of his faithful attachment to the Company 


cc and the Engliſh nation,” _ 


IV. That by the ſtrong expreſſions above recited, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did deliberately and emphatically add his 


own particular Confirmation to the general teſtimony of the 
Nabob Fyzoola Khin's meritorious fidelity, and of his con- 
ſequent claim on the generoſity, no leſs than the juſtice, of 
the Britiſh government. | e 


A 
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Demand of Five Thouſand Horſe. 
„5 a N , PT: ag 1 11 7 3 Wn * 
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I. THAT, notwithffanding his own private honour, thus 
deeply engaged, notithſtanding the public juſtice and 


committed, diſregarding the. plain import and poſitive terms 
of the guarantetd treaty, the Governor General, Warren 
Haſtings aforeſaid, in November 1780, (while a body of Fy- 
_ zoola Khan's cavalry, voluntarily granted, were ſtill ſerving 
under a mars 2 8 2 to 1 « to re- 
ce quire from Fyzoola Khan the quota of. troops ſtipulated 
ce 1 to be furniſhed by the latter for his (the Vi- 
29 ſervice,. being FIVE THOUSAND HORSE 7” though, 

' 


as the 


than © wwe or three thouſand trogps,” horſe and foot, . accord- 
« ing to the ability of Fyzoola Khgn:” and that whereas 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, would have been guilty. of very | 


criminal perfidy, if he had funply neglected to interfere as a 


arantee, againſt a demand thus plainly contrary to the 
ith of treaty, ſo he aggravated the guilt of his perfidy, in 
the moſt atrocious degree, by being. himſelf the firſt.mover 


and inſtigator of that injuſtice, which he was bound by ſo 


many ties on himſelf, the company, and the nation, not 
only not to promote, but by every exertion of authority, 


influence, and power, to controul, to divert, or to reſiſt. 


II. That the anſwer of Fy2oola Khan to the Vizier did 
repreſent, with many expreſſions of deference, duty, and al - 


legiance, that 


The whole force allowed 8 Was but « f ve thouſand 


_ < men, and that “ theſe confiſted of two thouſand horſe, 
«<< and three thouſand foot; which (he adds) in conſequence 
© of our intimate connection, are equally Hours and the 
« Company's;” though he does ſubſequently intimate, that 
ec the three thouſand foot are for the management of the con- 


« cerns of his Jaghire, and without them the collections can 


S 


« never be made in time.” 


That on the communication of the ſaid anſwer to the Go- 


vernor General, Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid Haſtings (who, 


as the Council now conſiſted only of biinſel?, and Edward 


Wheeler, Eſquire, © united in his own perſon all the powers 
of government)” was not induced to relax from his unjuſt 
purpoſe ; but djd proceed with new violence to record, that 


0 "IDE 


generoſity of the Company and the nation, thus ſolemnly 


zier did not march in perſon, he was not under any 
conſtruction of the treaty, entitled by ſtipulation, to more 


G 
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er The Nabob Fyzoola Khin had evaded the per formance of 
« his part of the treaty between the late Nabob Sujah ul Dow- 
« Jah and him, to which the Honourable Company were 
« guarantees, and upon which he was lately ſummoned to 
ec Prnith the ſtipulated number of troops, which he is obliged a 
« to furniſh, on the condition by which he holds the Jaghire 8 
c granted to him.“ , 5 
hat by the vague and indefinite term of evaſion, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did introduce a looſe and arbitrary princi- 
ple of interpreting formal engagements which ought to be 
regarded, more eſpecially by guarantees, in a ſenſe the moſt 
literally ſcrupulous and preciſe. | word 
That he charged with ſuch evaſion, a moderate, humble, 
and ſubmiſſive repreſentation, on a point which would have 
warranted a peremptory refuſal, and a poſitive remonſtrance; - 
and that in conſequence of the ſaid imputed evaſion he indi- 
cated a diſpoſition to attach ſuch a forfeiture, as in juſtice 
could only have followed from a groſs breach of treaty ; 
though the ſaid Haſtings did not then pretend any actual in- 
fringement, even of the leaſt among the conditions to which, 
in the name of the Company he, the ſaid Haſtings, was the 
executive guarantee, _ | | | | 
III. That however © the number of troops ſtipulated by 
treaty may have been underſtood,” at the period of the ori- 
ginal demand, © to be five thouſand horſe,” yet the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, at the time when he recorded the ſuppoſed 
evaſion of Fyzoola Khan's anſwer to the ſaid demand, could 
not be unacquainted with the expreſs words of the ſtipula- 
tion, as a letter of the Vizier, inſerted -in the ſame conſulta- 
tion, refers the Governor General to incloſed copies. © of all 
c engagements entered into by the late Vizier, and by him- 
&« ſelf (the reigning Vizier) wth Fyzoola Khan ;” and that 
the treaty itſelf therefore was at the very moment before the 
fſaid Warren Haſtings; which treaty (as the ſaid Haſtings 
_ obſerved with reſpect to another treaty, in the caſe of another 
perſon) © moſt aſſuredly does not contain a ſyllable to juſtify 
* his conduct; but by the unexampled latitude which he 8 
« aſſumes in his conſtructions, he may, if he pleaſes, extort 
„ this or any other meaning from any part of it.” _ 
IV. That the Vizier himſelf appears by no means to have 
been perſuaded of his own right to five thouſand horſe under 
the treaty ; ſince in his correſpondence on the ſubject, he 
(the Vizier) no where mentions the treaty as the ground of 
his demand, except where he is recapitulating to the Gover- 
nor General, Warren Haftings, the ſubſtance of his (the 
faid Haſtings's) own letters; on the contrary, the Vizier 
hints his apprehenſions left 4 yzoola Khan ſhould appeal » 
RO —_— the 


* 
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the treaty againſt the demand, as a breach thereof, in which 


caſe he (the Vizier) informs the ſaid Haſtings of the project- re 
ed reply: Should Fyzoola Khan (ſays the Vizier) mention it 
„ any thing of the tenor of the treaty, the firſt breach of it , 
e bas been committed by him, in keeping up more men than al- be 
ct lowed of by the treaty : I have accordingly ſent a perſon |; 9 
cc to ſettle that point alſo. In caſe he ſhould mention to 3 
c me any thing 1eſpeCting the treaty, I will then reproach pu 
ec him with having kept up too many troops, and will oblige . "ol 
c him to ſend the five thouſand horſe ;” thereby clearly in- , 1 
timating, that a remonſtrance againſt the 8 as a breach c be. 
of treaty, could only be anſwered by charging a prior breach fai 
of treaty on Fyzoola Khan; ſo by annulling the whole yl 
treaty, to reduce the queſtion to a mere queſtion of force, 
and thus © oblige Fyzoola Khan to ſend the five thouſand ma 
« horſe:” For (continues the Vizier) if, when the -Compa- 2 
« ny's affairs, on which my honour depends, require it, y- Kt 
c zoola Khan will not lend his aſſiſtance, what UsE is there as | 
c to continue the country to him er? ? | | ing 
That the Vizier actually did make his application to Fy- alte 
zoola Khan for the 5,000 horſe, not as for an aid, to which - Par 
he had a juſt claim, but as for ſomething over and above the Go 
obligations of the treaty, ſomething © that would give in- for 
| „ creaſe to their friendſhip, and ſatisfaction to the Nabob ſaid 
„ 4 Governor,” (meaning the ſaid Haſtings) whoſe directions bre 
he repreſents as the motive © of his call for the 5,000 wh 
& horſe to be employed,” not in his the Vizer's, but in the. ur _ 
„Company's ſervice.” | VV * 
And, That the aforeſaid Warren Haſtings did therefore, 8 
in recording the anſwer of Fyzoola Khin, as an evaſion of 4 
treaty, act in notorious contradiction, not only to that which "= 
ought to have been the fair conſtruction of the ſaid treaty, * 
but to that which he the ſaid Haſtings muſt have known to N 
be the Vizier's own interpretation of the ſame, diſpoſed as on 
the Viziers was, © to reproach Fyzoola Khan with breach of ri 
cc treaty,” and to * ſend up perſons who ſhould ſettle points Wo 
„ 1 wy 
V. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not thinking himſelf Mr” 
juſtified on the mere plea of an invaſion, to puſh forward pee 
his -proceedings to that extremity which he ſeems already to * 


have made his ſcope and object, and ſeeking ſome better co- 
lour for his unjuſt and violent purpoſes, did further move, « di 
that commiſhoners ſhould be ſent from the Vizier and the , 


Company to Fyzoola Khan, to inſiſt on a clauſe of a treaty, =_ 
which no where appears, being eſſentially different from the Sr 1 
treaty of Lall-Dang, though not in the part on which the wa j 0 


requiſition 


2 
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requiſition is founded: and the ſaid Haſtings did then, in a 
ſtyle unuſually imperative, proceed as follows: ages 
Demand immediate delivery of 3,000 cavalry ; and if he 
cc ſhould evade, or refuſe compliance, that the deputies ſhall 

c deliver him a formal proteſt againſt. him for, breach of 
« treaty; and return, making this report to the Vizier, 
cc which Mr. Middleton is to tranſmit to the Board. 
VI. That the ſaid motion of the Governor General Haſt- 
ings was ordered accordingly, the Council, as already has 

been herein related, conſiſting but of two members, and the 
faid Haſtings conſequently * uniting in his own. perſon all 


„ the powers of government.“ 


VII. That when the ſaid Haſtings ordered the ſaid de- 
mand for 3,000 cavalry, he the ſaid Haſtings well knew that 
a compliance therewith, on the part of the Nabob Fyzůoola 
Khan, was utterly impoſſible ; for he, the ſaid Haſtings, had 
at the very moment before him a letter of Fyzoola Khan, ſtat- 
ing that he, ee Khan, had, „hut two thouſand cavalry 
altogether; which letter is enteied on the records of the Com- 
pany, in the ſame conſultation, immediately preceeding the 
Governor General's minute. That the ſaid Haſtings there 
fore knew, that the only poſſible conſequence of the afore- 
faid demand neceſſarily and inevitably muſt be a, proteſt for a. 
breach of treaty; and the Court of 8 —— did not heſitate 
to declare, that the ſaid demand “ carried the appearance of 
ce a determination to create a pretext for depriving him (Ey 

_ © zoola Khan) of his Jaghire entirely, or to leave him at 
« the mercy of the Vizier.“ Ro OY Choi bb 

VIII. That Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, aſſiſtant reſident at 

Oude, was, agreeable to the afore · mentioned order of Coun- 
eil, deputed commiſſioner from Mr. Middleton and the 

Vizier to Fyzoola Khan ; but that he did early give the moſt 
indecent proofs. of glaring partiality, to the prejudice of the 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan: for that the very next day (as it ſeems) 
after his arrival, he the ſaid Johnſon, from opinions imhibed 
in his journey, did ſtate himſelf to be“ unwilling to draw 
00 ay favourable or flattering inferences relative to the ob- 
« ject of his miſſion :” and did ſtudiouily ſeek. to find new. 

breaches of treaty; and without any form of regular enquiry. 

whatever, from a ſingle glance of his eve in — did take 
upon himſelf to pronounce © the Rohilla ſoldiers, in the 

<« diſtri&t of Rampore alone, to be not leſs than 120,000,” 

and the grant of courſe to be forfeited. And that ſuch a 

groſs and palpable diſplay of a pre- determination to, diſcover 

guilt, did argue in the ſaid Johnſon. a knowledge, a ſtrong 
preſumption, or a belief, that ſuch repreſentagions.would be 
agreeable to the ſecret wiſhes and views cf the ſalid Eaſtings, 

e 3 „ . under / 


* 


by 


all his reports were to be 


ſo well fon 
acknowledged in the treaty, and by thus meeting the ſpecific 


under whoſe orders he the ſaid Johnſon acted, and to whom 
IX. That the faid Richard Johnſon did ſoon after proceed 
to the immediate object of his miſſion, „which (the ſaid 
« Johnſon relates) was ſhort to a degree.” The demand was 
made, and ( a flat refuſal” given; the queſtion was repeated, 


with like effect. The ſaid Johnſon, in preſence of proper 


witneſſes, then drew up his proteſt, «together with a me- 
“ morandum of a palliative offer made by the Nabob F yzoola 


„„ Khan,” and inſerted in the proteſt; „ 
«© That he would, in compliance with the demand, and 


in conformity to the treaty, which ſpecified no definite 
„ number of cavalry or infantry, only exprefling troops, 
& furniſh 3,000 men; viz. he would, in addition to the 


4 1,000 cavalry . granted, give 1,000 more, when and 
w hereſoever requi 
year's pay in advance, and funds for the regular payment of 
them in future. | 


„ and 1,000 foot ;” together with one 


And this (the ſaid Richard Johnſon obſerves) ce I put down 
5 at his the Nabob Fyzoola Khan's) particular defire, but 


* otherwiſe uſeleſs, as my orders (which orders do not appear) 


i were not to recetve any palliation, but a negative or affirmative," 


though ſuch palliation, as it is called by the faid Johnſon, 


m_ be, as it was, in the ſtricteſt conformity to the treaty, 


That in the ſaid offer the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in- 
ſtead of palliating, did at once admit the extreme right of the 
Vizier, under the treaty, by agreeing to furniſh $000 men 


when he (Fyzoola Khan) would have been juſtified in plead- 


ing his inability to ſend more than two thouſand. That ſuch 


inability would not (as appears) have been a falſe and evaſive 
plea, but perfectly true and valid; as the three thouſand foot 
maintained by Fyzoola Khan were for the purpoſes of his in- 
ternal goyernment, for which the whole three thouſand muſt 
| have been demonſtrably neceſſary: and that the Nabob Fy- 
zoola Khan, by declining to avail himſelf of a plea ſo fair, 

He { and ſo conſonant to the indulgence expreſsly 


demand of the Vizier as fully as, according to his own mili- 
tary eftabliſhment, he could, did, for the ſaid offer, deſerve 


. rather the thanks of the ſaid Vizier and the Company than 
the proteſt which the aforeſaid Johnſon, under the orders of 


Warren Haſtings, did deliver. 


XI. That the report of the ſaid proteſt, as well as the ſor- 
mer letter of the faid Johnſon, were, [by the Reſident, Mid- 


dleton, tranſmitted to the Board, together with a letter from 


the Vizier, founded on the faid.report and letter of the ſaid 


Johnſon, and propoſing in conſequence * to reſume the grant, 


„ and 
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cc and to leave Fyzoola Khan to join his other faithleſs bre- 
« thren, who were ſent acroſs the Ganges bs 
That the ſaid report was read in Council on the 24th of 
June 1781, when the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, 
did move and c a vote to ſuſpend a final reſolution on the 
ſame ; and the ſaid Haſtings did not expreſs any diſapproba- 
tion of the proceedings of the ſaid — ; neither did the 
ſaid Haſtings aſſign any reaſons for his motion of ſuppreſſion, 
which paſſed without a debate. That in truth the ſaid Haſt- 
ings had then projected a journey up the country to meet the 
V1izier, for the ſettlement of articles relative to the regula- 
tion of Oude and its dependencies, among which was includ- 
ed the Jaghire of Fyzoola 'Khan; and the ſaid Haſtings, for 
the aforeſaid purpoſes, did, on the 3d of July, by his own 
caſting yotgs: grant to himſelf, and did prevail on his colleague, 
Edward Wheler Eſquire, to grant a certain illegal delegation 
of the whole powers of the Governor and Council; and on 
the ſeventh of the ſame month did proceed on his way to join 
the Vizier, at a place called Chunar, on the borders of Be- 
nares; and that the aforeſaid vote, of ſuſpending a final reſo- 
lution on the tranſactions with Fyzoola Khan, was there- 
fore in ſubſtance and effect a reference thereof by the ſaid 
e from himſelf in Council with his colleague Whe- 

ler, to himſelf in conference and negociation with the Vizier; 
who, from the firſt demand of the 5,000 horſe; had taken 
every occaſion of ſhewing his inclination to diſpoſſeſs Fy- 
zoola Khan, and who, before the ſaid demand (in a letter 
which does not appear, but which the Vizier himſelf quotes 
as antecedent, to the ſaid demand) had complained to the 
ſaid Haſtings for the © injury and irregularity in the manage- 
* ment of the provinces bordering on Rampore, ariſing from 
38 Im Khan having the uncontrouled dominion of that 
« diſtri,” | . W A 
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Treaty of Chunar. e wit 


THAT the Governor General, Warren Haſtings, being 


veſted with the illegal powers before recited, did, on the 19th 


of September 1781, enter into a treaty with the Vizier at 


Chunar; which treaty (as the ſaid Haſtings relates) was 


drawn up © from a ſeries of requiſitions preſented to him (the 
<«- ſaid Haſtings) by the Vizier,” and by him received “ with 
& an inſtant and unqualified affent to each article; and that 


the ſaid Haſtings aſſigns his reaſons for ſuch ready aſſent in 
the following words: © ] conſidered the ſubjects of his (the 


<«. Vizier's) requeſt as eſſential to the reputation of our Go- 
« 'yvermnent, and no lefs to our intereſts than his.” { 


II. That in the ſaid treaty of Chunar, the third article is 


as foliows : — | 
% That as Fyzoola Khan has by this breach of treaty for- 
<« feited the protection of the Engliſh Government, and 


cc cauſes, by his continuance in the preſent independent ſtate, 


great alarm and detriment to the Nabob Vizier, he be per- 
* mitted, when time all ſuit, to reſume his lands, and pay 


c him in money, through the Reſident, the amount ſtipu- 
c lated by treaty, after deduCting the amount and charge of 
< the troops he ftands engaged to furniſh by treaty ; which 


< amount ſhall be paſſed to the account of the Company dur- 
c ing the continuance of the preſent war.” | 


III. That before the better elucidation of his policy in the 
ſeveral articles of the treaty above mentioned, the faid Haſt- 
ings did ſend to the Council of Calcutta (now conſiſting of 
Edward Wheler and John Macpherſon, Eſquires) two different 


copies of the ſaid treaty, with explanatory minutes oppoſed 


to each article; and that the minute oppoſed to the third ar- 
ticle is thus expreſſed : | OO: 


The conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refuſing the aid de- 
© manded, though not an abſolute breach of treaty, was eva- 


«< five and uncandid. The demand was made of 5,000 cavalry. 
The engagement in the treaty is literally for 5,000 horſe 
<« and foot. 3 Khan could not be ignorant that we 


& had no occaſion for any ſuccours of infantry from him, 


and that cavalry would be of the moſt eſſential ſervice. 
« So ſcrupulous an attention to literal expreſſion, when a 


% more liberal interpretation would have been highly uſeful 
and acceptable to us, ſtrongly marks his unfriendly diſpo- 
« fition, though it may 3 


3 


i | h his fidelity, and leaves him 
little claim to any exertions from us for the continuance 
| FL „ ä ( of 


AR TIR LE AW} a 


cc df his jaghires. But I am of opinion that neither the 
« Vizier's nor the Company's intereſts would be promoted 
« by depriving Fyzoola Khan of his independency, and I have 
cc therefore reſerved the execution of this agreement to, an 
«c indefinite term; and our 2 may always inter 
cc poſe to prevent any ill effects from it. 
V. That in his aforeſaid authentic evidence of his own 
' purpoſes, motives, and as ples, in the third article of the 
treaty of Chunar, the ſaid Haſtings hath eſtabliſhed divers 
matters of weighty and ſerious crimination againſt himſelf. 
1. That the ſaid Haſtings doth acknowledge therein, that 
he did, in a public inftrument, ſolemnly recognize, © as a 
breach of treaty,” and as ſuch, did ſubject to the conſequent. 
penalties, an act which he the ſaid Haſtings did at the ſame 
time think, and did immediately declare to be “ no breach 
« of treaty 3? and by ſo falſely and unjuſtly proceeding a- 
| gainſt a perſon under the Company's guarantee, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, on his own confeſſion, did himſelf break the faith of 
the ſaid guarantee, _ e % 
2d. That in juſtify ing this breach of the Company's faith, 
the ſaid Haſtings doth wholly abandon his ſecond demand for 
the 3,000 horſe, and the proteſt conſequent thereon; and the 
ſaid Haſtings doth thereby himſelf condemn the violence and 
injuſtice of the fame, by Oh, e ST 
 3dly. That in recurring to the original demand of five 
thouſand horſe as the ground of his juſtification, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings doth falſely aſſert “ the engagement in the treaty to be 
« literally five thouſand horſe and foot,” whereas it is in fact 
for two or three thouſand men; and the ſaid Haſtings doth 
thereby wilfully attempt to deceive and miſlead his employers, 
which is an high crime and miſdemeanor in a ſervant of ſo 
great truſt, e e 4 He Ferns. 
—  4thly. That with a view to his further juſtification, the 
ſaid Haſtings doth advance a principle, that a ſcrapulous 
* attention to the literal expreſſionꝰ of a guaranteed treaty 
leaves, to the perſon ſo obſerving the tame, „ but little 
claim to the exertions” of a guarantee on his behalf; that 
ſuch a principle is utterly ſubverſive of all faith of guaran- 
tees, and is therefore: highly criminal in the. firſt executive 
Member of Government, that muſt neceſſarily ſtand in that 


\ 
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mutual relation to many. need] eee 4 
Fthly. That the ſaid Haſtings doth profeſs his opinion of an 
article to which he gave an © inſtant and unqualified aſſent,“ 
that it was a meaſure *, by which neither the Vizier's nor the 
« Company's intereſts would be promoted,” but from which, 
without ſome interpoſition, © ill effects muſt be expected 5 
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and that the ſaid Haſtings doth thereby charge himſelf with a 


high breach of truſt towards his employers. 


choſen to _— he did give him formal ſanction to a mea- 
ſure both of injuſtice and impolicy, he the ſaid Haſtings doth 
urge, in his defence, that he did at the ſame time inſert words 
c reſerving the execution of th ſaid agreement to an indefi- 
„& nite term; with an intent that it might in truth be never 
executed at all; but that “ our Government might always 
«<< jnterpoſe,” without right, by means of an indirect and undue 
influence, to prevent the ill effects following from a colluſive 
ſurrender of a clear and authorized right to interpoſe; and 
the ſaid Haſtings doth thereby declare himſelf to have intro- 
duced a principle of duplicity, deceit, and double-dealing, 
into a public engagement, which ought in its eſſence to be 
clear, open, and explicit; that ſuch a declaration tends to 
make and overthrow the confidence of all, in the moſt ſo- 
lemn inſtruments of any perſon ſo declaring, and is therefore 
an high crime and miſdemeanor in the firſt executive member 
of government, by whom all treaties and other engagements 
of the ſtates are principally to be conducted. 
V. That by the explanatory minute aforefaid, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings both further, in the moſt direct manner, con- 


tradict his own aſſertions, in the very letter which encloſed 


| the ſaid minute to his colleagues; for that one of the articles 
to which he here gave © an inſtant and unqualified aſſent, 
<&. as no leſs to our intereſt than tothe Vizier's,” he doth here 


declare unequivocally to be neither to our intereſts nor the 


Vizier's; and the © unqualified aſſent“ given to the ſaid ar- 
ticle is now ſo qualified, as wholly to defeat itſelf, That by 
ſuch irreconcileable contradictions the ſaid Haſtings doth in- 
cur the ſuſpicion of much criminal miſrepreſentation in other 
like cafes of unwitneſſed conferences; and in the preſent in- 
ſtance (as far as it extends) the ſaid Haſtings doth prove him- 
_ ſelf to have given an account, both of his actions and motives, 
by his own confeſſion untrue, for the purpoſe of) deceiving 


his employers, which is an high crime and miſt or in a 


ſervant of ſo great truſt. | 8. 

VI. That in the ſaid third article of the treaty of Chunar, 
as it thus ſtands explained by the ſaid Haſtings himſelf, doth 
on the whole appear defigned to hold the protection of the 


Company in ſuſpence ; that it acknowledges all right of in- 
terference to ceaſe, but leaves it to our diſcretion to deter- 


mine when it will ſuit our conveniency to give the Vizier the 


liberty of acting on the principles by us already admitted: 


that. 


6thly. That the ſaid Haſtings baving thus confeſſed that, 
conſciouſly and wilfully (from what motives he' hath not 
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tat it is dexterouſly conſtructed to balance the deſires of one 


man, rapacious and profuſe, againſt th 
deſcribed as of extreme puſillanimity, and wealthy 2”, but 
that, whatever may have been the ſecret objects of the arti- 


% 


gainſt the fears of another, 


fice and intrigue confeſſed to form its very eſſence, it muſt on 
the very face of it neceſſarily implicate the Company in a 


breach of faith, whichever might be the event, as they muſt 
equally break. th 


eir faith, either by withdrawing their gua- 


rantee unjuſtly, or by continuing that guarantee, in contra- 


diction to this treaty of Chunar ; that it thus, tends to hold 


out to India, and to the whole world, that the public prinei- 


ple of the Foght Government. is a deliberate ſyſtem of in- 
juſtice, joined 
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eſts of this nation. 
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 Confequences of the Treaty of Chunar. 


I. THAT in conſequence. of the treaty: of Chunar, the 


joined with falſchood, of impolicy, of bad faith, and 
5 and that the ſaid article is therefore in the higheſt 
degree derogatory to the honour, and injurious to the inter- 


Governor General, Warren Haſtings, did ſend oſſicial inſtrue- 


tions, reſpecting the various articles of the ſaid treaty, to the 


ſaid Reſident, Middleton; and that in a poſtſcript, the 
ſaid Haſtings did forbid the reſumption of the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khin's Jaghire, „until circumſtances may render it more 


_ © expedient, and eaſy to be attempted, than the preſent more 
material purſuits of Government make it appear; 'thereb) 
intimating a poſitive limitation of the indefinite Term in the 


explanatory minute above recited ; and confining the ſuſpen- | 


ſion of the article to the preſſure of the war. . rd 

II. That ſoon after the date of the ſaid inſtructions, and 
within two months of the ſignature of the treaty of Chunar, 
the ſaid Haſtings did cauſe Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, his Ma- 
jeſty's Chief Juſtice at Fort William, to diſcredit the juſtice 


of the crown of Great Britain, by making him the channel 


of unwarrantable communication; and did, through the ſaid 
Sir Elijah, ſignify to the Reſident, Middleton, his (the ſaid 
Haſtings's) Approbation of a Sub/idy from Fyzoola Khan.” 
| III. That the Reſident, in anſwer; repreſents the proper 
equivalent for 2,000 horſe, _ 1,000 foot (the forces offered 

| to 
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to Mr. Johnſon by F yzoola Khan) to be twelve lacks, or 
120, oool. ſterling, and upwards, each year; which the ſaid Re- 


ſident ſuppoſes is conſiderably beyond what he (Fyzoola Kin) 


will voluntarily pay : ** However, if it is your wiſh that the 
<« claim ſhould be made, I am ready to take it up, and you may 
« be aſſured, nothing in my power ſhall be left undone, to carry it 
« through.” | . 

IV. That the reply of the ſaid Haſtings doth not appear, 
but that it does appear on record, that “a negociation (Mr. 
„ Johnſon's) was begun for Fyzoola Khan's cavalry to act 
e with General Goddard, and on his (Fyzoola Khan's) evad- 
« ing it, that a ſum of money was demanded.” vo 

V. That in the months of February, March, and April, 
the Reſident Middleton did repeatedly propoſe the reſumption 
of Fyzoola Khan's Jaghire, - e to the treaty of Chunar; 
and that, driven to extremity (as the ſaid Haſtings ſuppoſes) 


by the public menaces and denunciations of the Reſident 


and Miniſter,” Hyder Beg Khan, a creature of the ſaid 
Haſtings (and both the miniſter and reſident acting profeſſed] y 
on — under the treaty of Chunar) © the Nabob Fyzoola 
Than made ſuch preparations, and ſuch a diſpoſition of his 
„ family and wealth, as evidently manifeſted either an intended 
tc or an expected rupture.” 


VI. That on the 6th of May the ſaid Haſtings did ſend his 


confidential agent and friend, Major Palmer, on a private com- 


miſſion to Lucknow; and that the ſaid Palmer was charged 
with ſecret inſtructions relative to Fyzoola Khan, but of 
what import cannot be aſcertained, the ſaid Haſtings in his 
public inſtructions having inſerted only the name of Fyzoola 
Khan, as a mere reference (according to the explanation of 
the ſaid Haſtings) to what he had verbally communicated to 
the ſaid Palmer; and the ſaid Haſtings was thereby guilty of 
a criminal concealment. | 20, 

VII. That ſome time about the month of Auguſt, an en- 
gagement happened between a body of Fyzoola Khan's cavalry 
and a part of the Vizier's army, in which the latter were 


beaten, and their guns taken; that the Reſident Middleton did 


repreſent the ſame but as a ſlight and accidental affray : that 
it was acknowledged the troops of the Vizier were the aggreſ- 
ſors; that it did appear to the board, and to the ſaid Haſtings 
himſelf, an affair of more conſiderable magnitude, and that 


they did make the concealment thereof an article of charge 


againſt the Reſident Middleton, though the ſaid Reſident did 
in Truth acquaint them with the ſame, but in a curſory man- 
 - 8 | | 

VIII. That immediately after the ſaid © fray” at Darana- 
gur, the Vizier (who was „ but a cypher in the _ 
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of the miniſter and the reſident, both of them directly ap- 
pointed and ſupported by the ſaid Haſtings) did make of Fy- 
zoola Khan a new demand, equally contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of the treaty, as his former requiſitions : which 
new demand was, for the detachment in garriſon at Darana- 
gur to be cantoned, as a ſtationary force at Lucknow, the ca- 
pital of the Vizier ; whereas he (the Vizier) had only a right- 
to demand an occaſional aid to join his army in the field, or in 
garriſon during a war. But the ſaid new demand being evaded, 
or rather refuted, agreeably to the fair conſtruction of the 
treaty by the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, the matter was for the 
preſent dropped. j 
| IX. That in the letter, in which the Reſident, Middleton, 
did mention what he calls the fray” aforeſaid, the ſaid Mid- 
dleton did again apply for the reſymption of the Jaghire of 
Rampore; and, that the objeRions againſt the meaſure bein 
now removed (by the ſeperate peace with Scindia) he defired 
to know if the Board would give aſſurances of their ſup- 
&« port to the Vizier, in caſe, which (ſays the Reſident) I think 
« very probable, his (the Vizier's) own frength ſhould be found 
e unequal ta the undertaking.” _ . 
X. That although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did make the 
foregoing application a new charge againſt the Reſident, Mid- 
dleton, yet the ſaid Haſtings did only criminate the ſaid Mid- 
dlleton for a propoſal, tending at ſuch a criſis to increaſe the 
© number of our enemies; and did in no degree, either in 
his articles of charge or in his accompanying minutes, expreſs 
any diſapprobation whatever of the 5 that in truth 
the whole proceedings of the ſaid Reſident were the natural 
reſult of the treaty i e that the ſaid proceedings were, 
from time to time, communicated to the ſaid Haſtings, That 
as he no where charges any diſobedience of orders on Mr. 
Middleton with reſpect to Fyzoola Khan, it may be juſhly in- 
ferred that the ſaid Haſtings did not interfere to check the pro- 
ceedings of the faid Middleton on that ſubject; and that by 
ſuch criminal neglect the ſaid Haſtings did make the guilt of 
the ſaid Middleton, whatever it might be, his own, 
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28 ARTICLE XXII. 


Pecuniary Commutation of the ſtipulated Aid. 


I. THAT gn the charges and miſdemeanors above ſpeci- 
fied, together with divers other accuſations, the Governor Ge- 
neral, Warren Haſtings, in September 1782, did remove the 
aforeſaid Middleton from, his office of Reſident at Oude, and 
did appoint thereto John Briſtow, Eſquire, whom he had twice 
before, without cauſe, recalled from the ſame; and that about 
the ſame time the ſaid Haſtings did believe the mind of the Naboh 
Fyzoola Khan to be ſo irritated, in conſequence of the above- 
recited conduct of the late Reſident Middleton, and of his (the 

ſaid Haſtings's) own criminal neglect, that he the ſaid Haſtings 
found it neceſſary to write to Fyzoola Khan, aſſuring him of 
the favourable diſpoſition of the Government toward him 
<© while he ſhall not have forfeited it by any improper conduct.“ 
But that the ſaid aſſurances of the Governor General did not 
tend, as ſoon after appeared, to raiſe much confidence in the 
Nabob, over whom a public inſtrument of the fame Haſtings 
was {till holding the terrors of a deprivation of his Jaghire, 
and an exile among his other faithleſs brethren acroſs the 
<< Ganges.” 

II. That on the ſubje& of Fyzoola Khan, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, in his inſtructions to the new Reſident, Briſtow, did 
leave him to be guided by his own diſcretion ; but (he adds) 
& be careful to prevent the Vizier's affairs from being involved 
„ with new difficulties, while he has already ſo many to op- 
<« preſs him ;” thereby plainly hinting at ſome more deciſive 
meaſures, whenever the Vizier ſhould be leſs oppreſſed with 
difficulties, _ ; 1 1 5 

III. That the Reſident, Briſtow, after acquainting the Go- 
vernor General with his intentions, did under the ſaid inſtruc- 
tions, renew the aforeſaid claim for a ſum of money, but with 
much caution and circumſpection, diſtantly ſounding Allif 
Khan, the Vackeel (or ay of Fyzoola Khan, at the court 
of the Vizier: that“ Allif Khan wrote to his maſter on the 
& ſuhject, and in anſwer he was directed not to agree to the 
« granting of any pecuniary aid,” | 

bat the Refident Briſtow did then openly depute 
ier aforeſaid, with the concurrence of the Vizier, 

1 .2,,robation of the Governor General, to the Nabob 
„ at Rempore ; and that the ſaid Palmer was to 

+. to convince the Nabob, that all doubts of bis at- 

die Vizier, are ceaſed; and whatever claims may be 

N were founded upon the baſis of his intergſi and ad- 
l plan of eflabliſhing his right to the Poſſeſſion of 
| 1 „ his 
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cc his Jagbire. That the ſudden ceaſing of the ſaid doubts, 
without any enquiry of the ſlighteſt kind, both warrant a 


ſtrong preſumption of the Reſident's conviction that they ne- — 


ver really exiſted, but were artfully ſeigned, as a pretence for 
ſome harſh interpoſition; and that the indecent mockery of 
eſtabliſhing,” as a matter of favour for a pecuniary conſiderati- 
on, rights which were never impeached but by the treaty of 
Chunar (an inſtrument recorded by Warren Haſtings himſelf 
to be founded on falſehood and injuſtice) doth powerfully 
| prove the true purpoſe and object of all the duplicity, deceit, 
and double-dealing, with which that treaty was projected and 
executed, _ | F 5 
V. That the ſaid Palmer was inſtructed by the Reſident 
Briſtow, with the ſubſequent approbation of the Governor 
General, * to obtain from Fyzoola Than an annual tribute;”” 
to which the Reſident adds: F you can procure for him, over 
* and above this, a peſcuſb (or fine) of at leaſt five lacks, it would 
ebe rendering an eſſential ſervice to the Vizier, and add to 
« the confidence his Excellency would hereafter repoſe in the attach- 
„ ment of the Nabob Fyzoola Caumn. 20 211 
And that the ſaid Governor General Haſtings, did give the 
following extraordinary ground of calculation as the baſis of 
the ſaid Palmer's negociation for the annual tribute afore- 
ſaid : . Fees | 8 
ft was certainly under ſtood at the time the treaty was con- 
« cluded (of which this ſtipulation was a part) that it ap- 
& plied ſolely to cavalry ; as the Nabob Vizier poſſeſſing the 
56 ſervice of our forces, could not poſſibly require infantry, . 
« and leaſt of all ſuch infantry as Fyzoola Cawn could fur- 
„ niſh; and a ſingle horſeman included in the aid which Fyzoola 
% Cawn might furniſh, would prove a literal compliance with the 
„ /ard flipulation, The number therefore of horſe implied by 
it, ought at leaſt to be aſcertained : Ve will Le fue 
© thouſand, and allowing the exigency for their attendance to 
c exiſt only in the proportion of one year in five, reduce the 
„ demand to one thouſand for the computation of the ſubſi- 
* dy, which at the rate of fifty rupees per man will amount to 
< fifty thouſand per menſem. This may ſerve for the baſis 
of this article in the negociation upon it.” ; 
VI. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth then continue to 
inſtruct the ſaid Palmer, in the alternative of a refuſal from 
 Fyzoola Khan. | 
© If Fyzoola Khan ſhall refuſe to treat for a ſubſidy, and 
claim the benefit of his original agreement in its literal ex- 
** preſſion, he poſſeſſes a right which we cannot diſpute, and it 
will in that caſe remain only to fix the preciſe _— 
tb; «yg 
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4 of horſe which he ſhall furniſh, which ought at leaft ta 


< exceed 2,500.” 


VII. That in the above-recited inſtruction, the ſaid War- 


ren Haſtings doth inſinuate vas he doth not directly aſſert) 
ift. That we are entitled 
' he ſays were undoubtedly intended to be all cavalry. 


2d. That the ſaid Haſtings doth then admit, © that” a ſin- 


gle horſeman, included in the aid, furniſhed by Fyzoola Khan, 
would prove a literal compliance. 5 | 


3d. That the fard Haſtings doth next reſort again to the 


| ſuppoſition of our right to the whole 5,000 cavalry. 


4th. That the ſaid Haſtings doth afterwards think, in the 


event of an explanation of the treaty, and a ſettlement of the 
proportion of cavalry, inſtead of a pecuniary commutation, 
it will be all we can demand, that the number ſhould at laſt 
exceed 2,500. | 

th. That the ſaid Haſtings doth, in calculating the ſup- 
poſed time of their ſervice, aſſume an arbitrary eſtimate of one 


year of war to four of peace; which (however moderate the 


calculation may appear on the average of the faid Haſtings's 
own government) doth involve a principle in a conſiderable 
degree repugnant to the ſyſtem of perfect peace, inculcated in 
the ſtanding orders of the Company. 7 
Hth. That in eſtimating the pay of the cavalry to be com- 
muted, the ſaid Haſtings doth fix the pay of each man at 50 
rupees a month ; which on 5,000 troops, all cavalry (as the 
aid Haſtings ſuppoſes the treaty of Lall-Dang to have meant) 
would amount to an expence of 30 Jacks a year, or between 
Joo, oool. or 400, ooo. And this expence, ſtrictly reſuſting 


(according to the calculations of the ſaid Haſtings) from the 


intention of 5 ul Dowlah's grant to Fyzoola Khan, was 


deſigned to be ſupported out of a jaghire, valued at 15 lacks 
anly, or fomething more than 150,000/. of yearly revenue, 


Juſt half the amount of the expence to be incurred in conſider- 
ation of the ſaid Jaghire. „„ | 

And that a baſis of negociation ſo inconſiſtent, fo arbitrary, 
and fo unjuſt, is contrary to that uprightneſs and integrity, 


which ſhould mark the tranſactions of a great ſtate, and is 


highly derogatory to the honour of this nation. 

VIII. That notwithſtanding the ſeeming moderation and 
Juſtice of the ſaid Haſtings, in admitting the clear and un- 
doubted right of Fyzoola Khan to inſiſt on his treaty, the. 
head of inſtruction immediately fueceeding doth afford juſt 
reaſon for a vielent preſumption, that fock apparent lenity 
was but policy, to give a colour to his conduct; he the faid 
Haſtings, in the very next paragraph, bringing forth a new 
engine of oppreſſion, as follows: 


y treaty to 5,000 troops; which 
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To demand the ſurrender of all the reiats (or peaſants) of 
e the Nabob V izier's dominions, to whom Fyzoola has given 
e protection and ſervice, or an annual tribute, in compenſation 
ce for the loſs ſuſtained by the Nabob Vizier in bis revenue, thus 
ce transferred to Fyzoola Cawn. 5 We, 
« You have ſtated the encreaſe of his Jaghire, occaſioned 
« by this act, at the moderate ſum of fifteen lacks. The 
& tribute ought at "ou to be one third of that amount. 
„We conceive that Fyzoola Khan himſelf may be diſpoſed 
« to yield to the preceding demand, on the additional condi- 
« tion of being allowed to hold his lands in Ultumgaw (or 
c“ an inheritable age) inſtead of his preſent tenure: by Jag- 
ce heer (or a tenure for life). This we think the Vizier can 
have no objection to grant, and we recommend it; but for 
« this a fine or peſhcuſh ought to be immediately paid in the cuſta- 
& mary proportion o the Jumma, eflimated at 30 lacks.” 1 IT. 
IX. That the Reſident Briſtow, (to whom the letter, con- 
taining, Major Palmer's inſtructions, is addreſſed) no where 
attributes the increaſe of Fyzoola Khan's revenues to this pro- 
tection of the. fugitive reiats, ſubjects of the Vizier: That 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, therefore, not warranted to 
make that a pretext of ſuch a peremptory demand: That as 
an inducement to make Fyzoola Khan agree to the ſaid de- 
mand, it is. offered to ſettle his lands upon a tenure, which 
would ſecure them to his children; but that ſettlement is to 
bring with it a new demand of a fine of thirty lacks, or 
zoo, ooo. and upwards: That the principles of the ſaid de- 
mand are violent and deſpotic, and the inducement to acqui- 
eſcence deceitful and inſidious; and that both the demand 
and inducement are derogatory to the honour of this na- 


z 


tion. , * = 
K. That Major Palmer proceeded under theſe inſtructions 
to Rampore, where his journey, © to extort a ſum of money,” 
 wasprevioully known, from Aliff Khan, Vakeel of F yzoola 
_ Khan, at the Vizier's Court; and that, notwithſtanding the 
aſſurances of the friendly diſpoſition of government, given 
by the ſaid Haſtings (as is herein related) the Nabob F'yzoola 
han did expreſs the moſt ſerious and deſponding apprehen- 
ſens, both by letter and through his Vakeel, to the Reſident 
Briſtow, who repreſents them to Major Palmer in the fol- 
lowing manner : h TL ES 
| © the Nabob Fyzoola Khin complains of the diſtreſſes he 
has this year ſuffered from the drought. The whole col- 
© lections have, with great management, amounted to about 
twelve lacks of rupees, from which ſum he has to ſupport 
© his troops, his family, and ſeveral relations and depen- 
< dents of the late Rohilla Chiefs. Ee /ays, it clearly ap- 
| OE EY | | „ pears 
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te pears to be intended to deprive him of bis country, as the high 


cc demand you have made is inadmiſſible. Should he have aſ- 
ect ſented to it, it would be impoſſible to perform the condi- 
c&c tions, and then his reputation would be injured by a breach 
cc of agreement. Alliff Khan further repreſents, that it is his 
cc maſicr's intention, in caſe the demand ſhould not be relinqui/h- 


« ed by you, firſt to proceed to Lucknow, where he propoſes having 


cc an interview with the Vizier and the Refident ; if he ſhould 
c not be able to obtain his own terms for a future poſſiſſion of his 
& jaghire, he will ſet off for Calcutta, in order to pray for juſtice 
. from the Honourable the Governor General. He obſerves, it 
cc is the cuſtom of the Honourable Company, when they 


ec deprive a Chief of his country, to grant him ſome allow- 


« ance. This he expects from Mr. Haſtings's bounty; but 


„ if he ſhould be diſappointed, he will certainly ſet off upon a_ 


ec pilgrimage to Micca and Medina, and renounce the cares of 
cc the world.” 


„ He direfs his Vakeel to aſcertain whether the Engliſh intend 


cc to deprive him of bis country ; for if they do, he is ready to 
c ſurrender it, upon receiving an order from the Reſident,” 
XI. That after much negociation, the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, © being fully ſenſible that an engagement to-farmiſh 
cc military aid, however clearly the conditions might be ffated, 
c muſt be a ſourte of perpetual miſunderſtanding and inconve- 
cc niencies, did at length agree with Major Palmer to give 
fifteen lacks, or 150,000l. and upwards, by four inftalments, 


that he might be exempted from all future claims of — andy ; 


ſervice: that the faid Palmer repreſents it to be his belief, 
4 that no perſon not known to poſſeſs your (the ſaid Haſtings's) 
& confidence and ſupport in the degree that I am ſuppoſed to do, 
cc would have obtained nearly ſo good terms;” but 

motive terms ſo good” were granted, and how the confi- 


dence and ſupport of the ſaid Haſtings did truly operate on 


the mind of Fyzoola Khin, doth appear to be better ex, 


ained by another paſſage in the ſame letter, where the ſaid 
almer congratulates himſelf on the ſatigfacfion ꝛbhich he gave 
to Fyzoodla Khan in the conduct of this negociation, as he 
ſpent a month in order to effect © by argument and perſua- 


« ſion, what he could have obtained in an hour by threats and 


& compul/ions.” 
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Full Vindication of Fyzoola Khan, by Major Palmer 
VV 
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I. THAT in the courſe of the, ſaid negactation for eſta- 
bliſhing the — of the Nibob, Fyzoola Khan, Major Pal- 
mer aforeſaid did communicate to the Reſident Briſtow, and 
through the ſaid Reſident to the Council General of Bengal, . 
the full and direct denial of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan to a 
and every of the charges made or pretended to be made againſt 
him, as follows: 1 9 5 | 
% Fyzoola Khan perſiſts in denying the infringement on 
&© his part of any one article in the treaty, or the neglect of 
ec any obligation which it impoſed upon him. & _ 
« He does not admit of the improvements reported to be niade 
dc in his jaghire, and even aſſerts, that the collections this 
ce year will fall ſhort of the original jumma (or eſtimate) by 
« reaſon of the long drought © „ 
& He denies. having exceeded the limited number of Ro- 
cc hillas in his ſervice; 2 Fs 5 
« And having refuſed the required aid of cavalry, made by 
& Johnſon, to act with General Goddard. 5 
« He obſerves, reſpecting the charge of evading the Viziers 
cc requiſition for the cavalry, lately ſtationed at. Daranagur, 
© to he ſtationed at Lucknow, that he is not bound by treaty 
c to maintain a ſtationary force for the ſervice of the Vizier, 
te but to ſupply an aid of 2,000 or 3,000 troops in time of 
_ « Laſtly, he aſſerts, that fo far from encouraging the reiats 
© (or pany of the Vizier to ſettle in his jaghire, it h 
* been his conſtant practice to deliver them up to the Aumi 
“e of Rohilcund, whenever he could diſcover them“. 
II. That in giving his opinions on the aforeſaid denials of 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, the ſaid Palmer did not controvert 
any one of the conſtructions of the treaty advanced by the 


1 » 


7 
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That although the ſaid Palmer,“ from general appearances 
* as well as univerſal report, did not doubt that the Jumma 
of the Jaghire is greatly increaſed,” yet he, the ſaid Palmer, 
did not intimate that it . in any degree near the 
amount reported, as it was drawn out in a regular eſtimate, 
tranſmitted to the ſaid Palmer expreſsly for the purpoſes of 
his negociation ; which was af courſe by him producgd to the 

Rs, ES | Nabob 
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Nabob Fyzoola Khän, and to which ſpecifically the denial of 
Fyzoola Khan muſt be underſtood to apply. 
| That the ſaid Palmer did not hint any doubt of the de- 
_ ficiency affirmed by Fyzoola Khan, in the collections for the 
current year: and, EY . 
That if any encreaſe of Jumma did truly exiſt, whatever it 
may have been, the ſaid Palmer did acknowledge it to have 
<< been ſolemnly relinquiſhed (in a private agreement) by the 
. . 
That although the ſaid Palmer did ſuppoſe the number of 
Rohillas (employed in ordinary occupations) in Rampore 
<& alone, to exceed that limited by the treaty, for his (Fyzoola 
« Khan's) ſervice;“ yet the ſaid Palmer did by no means im- 
ply that the Nabob Fyzoola Khan maintained in his ſervice a 
ſingle man more than was allowed by treaty; and by a parti- 
cular and minute account of the troops of Fyzoola Khan, tranſ- 
mitted by the Reſident Briſtow to the ſaid Palmer, the number 
was ſtated but at 5,840, probably including officers, who were 
not underſtood to be comprehended in the treaty, 
That the ſaid Palmer did further admit it “ to be not clearly 
i expreſſed in the treaty, whether the reſtriction included Ro- 
« hilla's of all deſcriptions; but at any rate, he adds, it 
4 does not rr that their number is formidable; or that he 
« (Fyzoola Khan) could by any means fob? ſuch numbers as 
„ cguld cauſe any ſerious alarm ta the Vixler; neither is there 
% any appearance of their entertaining any views beyond 
c the quiet poſſeſſion of the advantages which they at preſent 
„ emoy?” + 5 | 
| And that in a ſubſequent letter, in which the ſaid Palmer 
thought it prudent ** to vindicate himſelf from any poſlible 
„ inſinuation that he meant to ſacrifice the Vizier's intereſt,” 
he, the ſaid Palmer, did poſitively atteſt the new claim on Fy- 
zoola Khan for the protection of the Vizier's Reiats to by 
wholly without foundation; as the Nabob Fyzoola Khan © had 
proved to him (Palmer) by producing receipts of various 
dates, and for great numbers of theſe people ſurrendered 
6 . requiſition from the Vigier's officers.” 
That, over and above the aforeſaid complete refutation of 
the different charges and pretexts under which exaCtions had 
been practiſed, or attempted to be praiſed, on the Nabob F y- 
zoola Khan, the ſaid Palmer did further condemn, altogether, 
the principle of calculation aſſumed in ſuch exactions (even it 
they had been founded in juſtice) by the following explanation 
of the nature of the tenure, by which, under the "treaty of 
Lall-Dang, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan held his poſſeſſions as a 
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- 66- There are no precedents in the ancient uſage of the coun- 
ce try for aſcertaining the Nuzzerana (cuſtomary preſent) or 
« peeſchuſh (regular fine) of grants of this nature: they were 
6 beſtowed by the prince as rewards or favours; and the cuſto- 
« mary preſent in return was adapted to the dignity of the 
« donor, rather than to the value of the gift; to which it 
ce never, I believe, bore any kind of proportion.” g 
IV. That a ſum of money (“which of courſe was to be 
« received by the Company”) being now obtained, and the 
« intereft both of the Company and the Vixier being thus much 
cc better promoted” by * eſtabliſhing the rights” of Fyzoola 
Khan, than they could have been by © depriving him of his 
„ jndependency ;” when every undue influence of ſecret and 
criminal purpoſes was removed from the mind of the Gover- 
nor General, Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, he, the ſaid Haſt- 
ings, did alſo concur with his friend and agent, Major Pal- 
mer, in the vindication of the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, and in 
the moſt ample manner. | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did now clearly and expli- 
citly underſtand the clauſes of the treaty, * That Fyzoola 
«© Khan ſhould ſend two or three (and wor 1p thouſand men, 
&« or attend in perſon in caſe it was requiſite. FL 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did now confeſs, that the 
right of the Vizier, under the treaty, was at beſt “ but“ a 
& precarious and unſerviceable right: and that he thought 
15 lacks, or 150,000l. and upwards, an ample equivalent” 
(or, according to the expreſſion of Major Palmer, an excellent 
bargain) as in truth it was, “ for expunging an article of 
6 fach a tenor, and fo looſely worded,” And finally, that 
the ſaid Haſtings did give the Larsen deſcription of the ge- 
neral character, diſpoſition, and circumſtances of the Nabob 
Fyzoola Khan: 2 1 „ 
„The rumours which had been ſpread of his hoſtile de- 
4 ſigns againſt the Vizier were totally groundleſs; and if he 
6“ had been inclined, he had not the means to make himſelf 
&« formidable; on the contrary, being in the decline of life, 
66 and poſſeſſing a very fertile and proſperous jaghire, it is 
* more natural to ſuppoſe that Fyzoola Khan wiſhes to ſpend 
e the remainder of his days in quietneſs, than that he js pre- 
“ paring to embark in active and offenſive ſcenes, which 
* muſt end in his own deſtruction.” | 
V. Yet that, notwithſtanding this virtual and implied cri- 
mination of his whole conduct toward the Nabob Fyzoola 
Khan, and after all the aforeſaid acts, ſyſtematically proſe- 
cuted in open violation of a poſitive treaty, againſt a prince 
who had an hereditary right to more than he actually poſſeſſed, 
for whoſe protection the faith of the Company and the nation 
| I Was 
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The MINUTES of what was offered by WARREN 
HASTINGS, Eſquire, late Governor General of 

Bengal, at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, upon 
the Matter of the ſeveral Charges of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, preſented againſt him in the 


Tear 1786. mn 


p : 5 f 
[7 = 4 LY 
05 Y * 
. 
w 2 * 
SS + 


INNO DU C.F;-J-OLMC: 

EF ORE U enter upon my general Defence, I 
B bumbly ſolicit the indulgence of this honourable 
Houſe, to be permitted to preface it with a few.neceſ- 
fary obſervations relative to the circumſtances which 
have progreſſively conſpired to make me an object of 
the preſent enquiry. In the firſt place, I beg leave to 
remark, that I am here by no obtruſion of my own. 
I have too humble a ſenſe of my own conſequence, to 
conſider either my reputation, honour, fortune, or life, 
or all theſe intereſts collectively, as having any claim to 


the ſmalleſt portion of the valuable time of this Houſe, 


on any ground, however juſt in itſelf, which has theſe 
only for ita object. I have been brought before the 
notice of this honourable Houſe by the acts of others, 
independent of my will or deſire; and all the partici- 
pans which I have in it, is in the requeſt made by a 


the time and means 2 me to provide 


rials 


Member of this Houſe on my behalf, and at my ſug- - 
geſtion, that ſince it was determined that my conduct 
was to be arraigned before this Honourable Houſe, m 
ight have 


Ji 
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rials for my defence: for after having been, during a 
courſe of five years, the continued ſubject of the ſame 
criminations, and from the ſame. quarter, with the name 
of the Almighty folemnly invoked to arreſt the pledge 
given to this Houſe, that the moſt undoubted proofs 
ſhould be produced to authenticate them—1 allude, 
Mr. Speaker, to no declarations made in this Houſe, 
but to publications out of it—I may ſurely be allowed, 
even with a conſciouſneſs of the pureſt integrity, to 
with for a ſpeedy accompliſhment of a menace thus 
made, and for ſuch profeſſed purpoſes; and that it 
might not hang the denunciations of parliamentary 
vengeance over my head for ever. n 
Of the firſt effects of this injury J have a right to 
complain; for in theſe the injury affected the public 
alone, through their intereſts committed to my charge. 
During a long and deſperate ſtruggle, with an accu- 
mulation of difficulties, and a hoſt of natural enemies 
combined againſt our national poſſeſſions in India, 
when I required all the ſupport and confidence of my 
fuperiors in the parent State to give effect to my exer- 
tions, all my actions were reprobated at home, and 
my name linked to the fouleſt invective, even in 
__ of the higheſt authority; and every diſpatch 
rom England brought orders oppoſing my meaſures 
in their courſe, and the ſentences of my difgrace and 
diſmiſſion. Yet theſe cauſed no alteration 'in' my con- 
duct, or relaxation of my zeal for a ſervice in which 
my labours had met fo ill a requital, except from my 
reſpectable Conſtituents, in whoſe applauſe alone I 
received a conſolation under all my diſcouragements. 
J ſteadily purſued that line which my ſenſe of duty 
had preſcribed ; and ſometimes availing myſelf of the 
_ tranſitory moments of power which the hand of God 
afforded me, at others ufing the reſiſtance which the 
influence of poſſeſſion or opinion enabled me to make, 
or the caution of oppoſition permitted; or endea- 
vouring to temper its violence by qualified ſubmiſſion, 
where the means of reſiſtance failed me; never poſ- 
ſeſſing the allowance of authority, but always charged 
with reſponſibility; I perſiſted in the formation and 
1 1 5 & 43 ; „ ro- 
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Broſecution of every meaſure, which the emergency 
of the ſervice rendered neceſſary in my judgment, 
and had the conſcious triumph of ſeeing them all in- 
variably terminate in their deſigned objects: Nor did 
I reſign my charge, until I had fulfilled every duty 
© which required my continuance in it; and I reſigned 
it in a ſtate of eſtabliſhed peace and ſecurity, with all 
the ſources of its abundance unimpaired, and even 
improved, notwithſtanding the vaſt drains which were 
made of its treaſures, and the multiplied diverſions 
of its ſtrength, in the ſupport of the dependant and 
remote poſſeſſions of the Company, and in the main- 
tenance of their wars, and of wars in which the Com- 
any were involved by the policy of Great Britain. I 
I parted from the ſcene of my public life with the 
expreſſed regrets of my fellow ſervants and country- 
men; . which were followed by a like declaration 
from all the officers of the army who had ſerved du- 
ring my adminiſtration ; and on my return to my own 
country, I was received by the Court of Directors, 
my immediate maſters, with their thanks; and 1 
gratefully remember the Chairman's emphatical pauſe 
on the epithet which was joined to them, their Unant- 
mous Thanks, for my ſervices ; with a notification of 
thoſe which had been ſome time before beſtowed 
on me by the votes of the Proprietors, my honoured - 
employers, which were not the leſs acceptable for their 
conſiſtency with the uniform tenor of their ſentiments 
and conduct reſpecting me through the whole courſe 
of my adminiftration. If this Honourable Houſe is 
deſirous of knowing in what eſtimation I ſtood 
with the -Princes and Rulers of India, and with the 
ſubjects of our own dominion, the opinions of both 
may be eaſily obtained, by enquiry of the witneffes 
whom my Proſecutor has called to eſtabliſh his Charges 
inſt me: And I will anticipate their evidence—Tr 
will ſtate, that my political conduct was invariably re- 
gulated by truth, juſtice, and good faith; that all: 
perſuaſions of men were impreſſed with a ſuperſtitious: 
belief that a fortunate influence directed all my actions 
to their deſtined ends; and that my departure was 
,  --- . ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely leſs regretted by the inhabitants of the pro. 
vinces of my late dependency, than it was by my own 
countrymen. I believe this Honourable Houſe is in 


poſſeſſion of one teſtimony of the former, in the let- 


ters which Mahdajee Sindia wrote to His Moſt Gra- 
cious Majeſty, and to the Company. Theſe were 
written many months after my departure, and contain 
much more of my praiſe than his own wants or requi- 
fitions, unleſs the former is inſerted as an implication 
of his deſire that others may be inſtrufted to govern 


themſelves by my example :—And who will queſtion 


ſuch an authority ? 


Internal applauſe of my own mind ſuperſeding all 
evidence, what was my ſurprize to find, on my arrival 


in England, that my character ſtill continued to be 


aſſailed with the bittereſt calumnies and invectives, 
and a formal notice given before the cloſe of the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament to this Honourable Houſe, that 
I ſhould be arraigned as a criminal before it on the 


opening of the preſent ? 


I am fince told that no ſuch intention exiſted ; and 


that my own intemperance, and the zeal of my 
friends, has forced my accuſer to verify his own de- 
claration. 


I have no right to credit ſuch an aſſertion, nor will 


I] believe, new and unpractiſed as I am in the modes 
of life in which I am now become a participator (and 
I have learnt by it to know more things than were 
dreamt of in my philoſophy) that ſo daring an impo- 
ſition could be either practiſed upon this high and 


dignified Aſſembly, or permitted by it. Though I 
might have thought myſelf entitled by my ſervices to 


a different reception, and my body and mind, worn 
down by the labours of thirty-five years, to an inter- 
val of repoſe; and though I might erroneouſly ima- 


gine that no power upon earth had a right to impeach 


me for the exerciſe of a truſt which thoſe for whom 1 


held it had repeatedly declared, and in the moſt au- 


thentic terms, that I had diſcharged to their benefit 


and entire ſatisfaction; yet I was glad to ſee ſome 


ſub- 


With ſuch teſtimonies in my favour, and with the 
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ground on which I could build my hopes of a 


ſubſtantial 


ſpeedy trial and definite termination. There too my 


expectation failed me. The proſecution began, nat 
as is the univerſal practice of every ſyſtem of juriſ- 

rudence eſtabliſhed either in this or any other civi- 
lized nation, by the introduction of ſpecifie charges, 
and the examination of witneſſes to prove them : For 
the latter indeed there was little need, ſince my Ac- 
cuſer had long before aſſerted, that he was in the 
actual poſſeſſion of proofs, and of ſuch proofs as were 


to fill the breaſts of this Honourable Aſſembly with 


horror. Why therefore aggravate them with new 
proofs? But witneſſes were ordered to attend, and 
reams of official documents demanded, produced, 
and printed: Additions were daily made to theſe du- 
ring the courſe of many weeks; and the eyes of the 
world were fixed upon me as a man blackened by the 


iümputation of ſome unknown guilt, which was the 
blacker for its concealment. No grounds were al-- 


ledged for the accumulation of ſuch a maſs of evi- 


dence againſt me; no ſpecific objects to which it 


was to be applied; nor was it known to this Hon. - 
Houſe, perhaps not even to that Member of the 
Houſe who had required theſe materials, what the 
Charges were to be, which he was to eſtabliſh by them. 

At length I heard that a day was fixed for the pro- 


Auction of the Charges; but here too I experienced a 


freſh cauſe of diſappointment and mortification. Three 
weeks were aſſigned for the term of their appearance; 
and when that term expired, this Honourable Houſe 
knows (for I may not perhaps affirm what I have heard) 
whether even then any of the Charges were preſented, 
and whether, when they were preſented, they were 
optionally given, | 


In all this long and painful interval I myſelf, though 
the object of the enquiry, remained in total ination, 


a mere ſpectator of the paſſing ſcene; for I knew not, 


nor could I know, what defence to prepare, not know 
ing what Charges were to require my defence. And 
when they were produced, I was told that I could not 
be admitted xo my defence, becauſe, by the rules of 
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the Houſe, I could not know the Charges exhibited 
againſt me, nor that any had been exhibited; nor in- 
deed were all exhibited at the ſame time, but followed 


tardily, and the three laſt (if indeed theſe are the laſt) 
not ill laſt Wedneſday, But though it might be in- 
formal in me to know. the Char ges, the public are 
certainly in poſſeſſion of all but the three laſt, for they 

have been printed and publicly fold, and 5 


invited, by an advertiſement made in all the public 
Papers, which ſtared them “ Articles of Charge bf 
£* High Crimes and Miſdemeanors“ againſt me by 


Name, and the name of my accuſer inſerted by a con- 


ſtruction marking him not as the Preſenter of the 


Charge, but as the Publiſher of it. How much my 
reputation muſt have ſuffered in the opinion of all 
mankind from this publication; how ſeverely my feel- 
ings muſt have been wounded. by ſo unfair and ini- 
qꝗuitous an appeal to their judgment, while the Charge 
itſelf, loaded as it was with crimination againſt me, 


yet waited its flow term of maturity for the examina- 


tion of it before its allotted Judges, I leave to the de. 
cifion of every Member of this Honourable Houſe, 


who will bring the queſtion home to his own judgment 


and his own paſſions, by ſuppoſing that caſe to be his 
* own which I have deſcribed as mine. 

Nov is this the only injury of the kind that I have 
ſuffered. Every Daily Paper has teemed with reflec- 


tions upon me; and Pamphlets; filled with the moſt. 


ſcandalous and libellovs abuſe, have been written on 


various ſubjects of the Charge, to influence the pre- 


judices of the public againſt me; and it has been boaſt- 
ed that they have produced the effect. 

Preſſed by the load of ſlander thus heaped upon me, 

I reſolved to try the only refource which afforded me 


a chance of redreſs; and, in oppoſition to many and 


weighty diſcouragements, I threw myſelf upon the 


juſtice of this Honourable Houſe, and petitioned to 
be allowed to make my defence in perſon, —and I ſuc- 


ceeded. Whether I owe this indulgence to your good- 
neſs, or your d 1 accept it with; e * 
Fade, | a 
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Ot the diſcouragements to which I allude, I fhall 
mention but Two Points; and theſe it is incumbent | 
on me to mention, becauſe they relate ro effects which - = 
the juſtice of this Honourable Houſe may, and I truſt "4 
will, avert. The firſt is an objection to my being at 
all perſonally committed in my defence, ſince, in ſo 
wide a field of diſcuſſion, it would be impoſſible not 
to admit ſome things of which an advantage might 
be taken, to turn them into evidence againſt myſelf ; 
whereas another might as well uſe as I could, or 
better, the ſame materials of my Defence, without 
involving me in the ſame conſequences. But I am 
ſure that this Honourable Houſe will yield me its pro- 
tection againſt the cavils of unwarranted inference; 
and, if the truib can tend to convict me, I am content 
to be myſelf the channel to convey it. 55 
The other objection lay in my own breaſt. It was 
not till Monday laſt that I formed the reſolution; and 
I knew not then, whether I might not in conſequence 
be laid under the obligation of preparing and com- 
pleting in five days (and in effect fo it has proved) the 
refutation of charges which it has been the labour of 
my accuſer, armed with all the powers of Parliament, 
and at. one time greater, to compile during as many 
years of almoſt undiſturbed leiſure. - But I knew my- 
ſelf equal to the undertaking ; and I now only revert 
to my difficulties, that the conſideration of them may 
beſpeak the candid allowance of this Honourable 
Houſe for any inaccuracies, or for any thing defective 
which may appear in my Defence: but I claim no 
other indulgence on this account. „„ 
It might perhaps be expected, that I ſhould object 
to the conſtruction of the articles of which the Charge 
is compoſed; for, in truth, they are not charges, but 
hiſtories and comments. But they are yet more: 
they are made up of mutilated quotations ;—of facts 
which have no mutdal relation, but are forced by falſe 
arrangement into connection ;—of principles of per- 
nicious policy and falſe morality ;—affertions of guilt 
without proof, or the attempt to prove them; inter- 
Pretations of ſecret motives and deſignꝭ which paſſed 


\ 
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within my own breaſt, and which none but myſelf 
could know; — actions of others imputed to me, in 
which I had no concern, or which paſſed in oppoſition 
to me; and epithets and invectives affixed to acts 
aſcribed ro me, equally to thoſe which in the con- 
ſtruction are bad, as to thoſe which are indifferent, or 
Even meritorious. „ 
© Theſe are artifices by which the moſt wary judgment 
might be ſurprized, that had nothing before it to repel 
their effects, but which on the touch of truth diſappear, 
and leave, not merely the conviction of their own fal- 
lacy, but the ſtrong internal preſumption that the 
charges themſelves were formed under the conviction 
of their want of foundation; and as far as my feelings 
as a man will allow me to conſider them in that ten- 
dency only, I am glad that they wear the form which 
1 ² o EEE 
With reſpect to the general ſubject of the charge, I 
muſt beg leave to obſerve to this Honourable Houſe, 
that it has been compoſed from a laboured ſcrutiny of 
my whole official life, during a moſt important and 
weighty adminiſtration of thirteen years, comprehend- 
ing perhaps a greater variety of intereſting events than 
have fallen to the lot of any man now living : events 
not brought to the public view by their notoriety alone, 
but all, the ſubjects of minute record ;—meaſures pro- 
poſed, with all their motives and objects diſtinctly laid 
down in writing, with their effects diſplayed by letters 
and official reports through every proceſs of their ope- 
ration ;—oppoſed by every objection, and thoſe too 
written, that the judgment or ingenuity of my col- 
leagues in office, among whom] had always opponents, 
could deviſe ;—at times weakened, at others ſuſpended, 
and again reſumed with their effect enfeebled; but my 
own reſponſibility ſtill. attending their iſſue. Yet all 
my actions have undergone, and even during the actual 
Progreſs of them, they 'underwent, ſuch. a ſeverity of 
inveſtigation, as could ſuit only a mind poſſeſſing in 
itſelf an abſolute exemprion from error. In the preſent 
occaſion, I am put to a harder Teſt ; for not my actions 
alone, but my words, and even my imputed thoughts, 
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as. at the final day of judgment, are Wr eſted into accu- 
fation againſt me. And from whom is this ſtate of, 


rfection exatted ?: From a man who was ſeparated, _ 


while yet but a ſchool-boy, from his native country, 
and from every advantage of that inſtruftion which 
might have better qualified him for the high offices, 
and arduous ſituations, which it became his lot to fill; 
and left to form his rule of conduct on his own prac- 
tice, and the light of ſuch an underſtanding as it had 

pleaſed God to beſtow on him. ! 
Il paſs over the firſt years of my life. —Theſe no 
otherwiſe relate ro the preſent purpoſe, than as they 
recommended me ſucceſſively to the ſucceſſion of the 
government of Fort St. George, to the government. 
of Fort William, and virtually to all the appointments 


— 


which have ſince followed. © | 

I received the government of Bengal with incum- 
brances, which might have intimidated a firmer ſpirit 
than mine; and I felt the perilous ſituation in which 
it placed me. 3 . 

; ; found myſelf the titular head of a numerous, and 
not always accordant, Council, appointed to manage 
the affairs of a great ſtate, which yet wore the marks 

of recent acquiſition ; but had neither a determinate 
form nor ſyſtem, nor any orders or inſtructions which 
could enable them to give it either.  _—- 

- I attempted, and with the aids of my colleagues, 
where I was allowed them, I gave it both form and 
ſyſtem; for every office into which it was diſtributed, 
to the time of my departure, received its inſtitution 

during the period of my adminiſtration, and all the 

tranſactions of it have, except the firſt two years of the 
general government, in ſome part of their progreſs, 
received their direction from my guidance. Yet in 
every ſtep I had difficulties to ſurmount, which are 
unknown to the rulers and miniſters of other govern- 
ments. Beſides the conciliation of diſcordant opinions, 
and their more frequently confirmed oppoſition, I had 
my conduct circumſcribed by orders which would ap- 

ply. to few of the caſes which occurred, and thoſe 
orders uncertain in their conſtructio un. 
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I beg leave to extend this reflection. During the 
long exerciſe of a charge ſo conſtituted, and Aa fuch 
exigencies attending it, how, may I aſk, was it poſſi. 


ble to keep affairs in one even line, or to avoid con- 
tradictions both in meaſures and expreſſions ? At ſome 


times affairs were forced into a direction diametrically 
oppoſite to my views, by the power of a majority; 
- ſometimes they received their bias, from my being 
obliged to ſubmit to the opinions of thoſe on whom I 


depended | for ſupport: and, whenever the courſe of 


_ buſineſs was thus diverted. from the ſtrait line, it was 


often difficult to bring it back, without ſome degree 


of irregularity, of violence, or of general inconſiſ. 


tency. 
Where I ſuffered them to Es in that W 


line, I am charged with purſuing meafures which my 


own opinions have condemned; where I attempted to 


reſtore them to their proper channel, I am accuſed of 


innovations. Many meaſures, which it would be now 


difficult to. explain from written .documents, were 


founded on circumſtances of ſuch notoriety, that no 
one could doubt their propriety at the time, and no 


one ever thought it neceſſary to record the reaſons, or 


to eſtabliſh the proofs of facts and events, which were 


then certain, and univerſally admitted. 
The miniſter of this empire (if I may compare great 


things with ſmall) had, in the various emergencies of 


his adminiſtration, the learned Judges of the land, 


General Officers of the firſt authority and experience, 
and the Merchants of the greateſt commercial city in 


the world, to whom he might apply, and whole opi- 
nions he might command, on every doubtful queſtion, 


whether of law, military operation, trade, or finance. 


He could not err. 
I poſſeſſed no ſuch profeſſional aids, but had only 


my own mind for my reſources, and minds as little 
inſtructed as my own to aſſiſt me, and to be the inſtru- 


ments of my meaſures. 
That this deſcription of my ſituation may not be 


imputed to me as the invention of difficulties made 


2 up for the occaſion, I beg. JEANS to appeal to the fol- 
| * 


* 


lowing Extract of a Letter, which I wrote to the Court 

of Directors ſo early as the 11th November, 1773 

which was before I knew of- the formation of the new 

ſyſtem for the government of- India: an d 
Paragraph 4. May I be permitted, in all deference» 

te and{ubmiſſion to your commands, to offer it as my 

« opinion, that whatever may have been the conduct 

« of individuals, or even of the collective members 

« of your former adminiſtrations, the blame is not ſo 

« much imputable to them, as to the want of a prin- 

* ciple of government 1 to its ſubſtance, and 
« 4 coercive power to enforce it? The extent of 

«« Bengal, and its poſſible reſources, are equal to thoſe 

4 of moſt ſtates in Europe. Its difficulties are greater 

* than thoſe of any; becauſe it wants both an eſta- 

ce bliſhed form and powers of government; deriving 

te jts actual ſupport from the unremitted labour and 

ce perſonal exertion of individuals in power, inſtead of 

e thevital influence which flows through the channels | _ 

te of a regular conſtitution, ' and imperceptibly ani- 

© mates every part of it. Our conſtitution is no where 

© to be traced, but in ancient charters, which were 

te framed for the juriſdiction of your trading ſettle- 

« ments, the ſales of your exports, and the proviſion. 

ce of your annual inveſtment. I need not obſerve how. 

« incompetent theſe muſt prove for the government 

ce of a great kingdom, and for the preſervation of its 

« riches from private violence and embezzlement.” 

Il will content myſelf with this quotation in this place; 
though I could wiſh that the whole letter were atten⸗ 
tively peruſed, as it is ſtrongly expreſſive of the diffi- 

culties andembarraſſments of my late ſituation in India. 

To what I have ſaid let me add, that in a newly eſta- 

bliſned government many occaſions will conſtantly 

occur, which can be regulated by no precedent; and - 
even the uncertainty of the conſtitution, and the un- 
known limits of the authority belonging to its various 
branches, will often provoke reſiſtance, and produce 
events, which never could happen under a government 
long eſtabliſhed, and with irs powers clearly defined, 

and univerſally underſtood. - | 
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Vader ſuch circumſtances I humbly apprehend, that 
ſince it is not, as I have faid, the lot of human nature 
to be exempt from error, ſome notorious calamity, 
affecting the intereſts of which I had charge, or ſome 
well-aſcertained ground of corruption, or other moral 
deviation from my duty, the loſs of national reputa- 
tion, or of ſubſtantial property, ought to have ap- 
„ before I became the ſubject of a parliamentary 
impeachment. But what loſſes has the nation ſuſtained. 
through my miſmanagement? Have provinces been 
diſmembered from it? Have its armies been defeated 
in operations of my formation? or war or famine waſted 
the countries of my juriſdiction ?—No: the reverſe. 
has been the attendant of my fortune in every ſtage of 
it; and fo little ground have I afforded, from the 
notoriety of my character, for ſuch an inquilition into 
it, that I dare affirm that I ſtand, even at this hour, 
(notwithſtanding the prejudices excited againſt me) as 
high in the eſtimation of the world, I mean not to 
| confine: the aſſertion to this kingdom alone, as any 
man of my own rank and pretenſions in it. yy 
Let I mean not to avail myſelf of this plea. I aſſert 
my general claim to the approbation of this Honour- 
able Houſe, and of my Country, for my fervices ; but 
I neither defire, nor will admit, of their being placed 
in balance againſt my faults, if I have faults to ſtand 
in oppoſition to them. jg | | 
I entreat the Houſe, that each article of the Charge 
may be diſtinctly tried, and that they will be pleaſed 
to give their ſenrence upon each. 
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HE firſt Charge begins by fatiog, * That the 

Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
Noth a juſt ſenſe of the danger and odium incident 
to the extenſion of their conqueſts in the Eaſt In- 
dies, and from an experience of the diforders and 
corrupt practices which intrigues and HEINE 
to bring about revolutions among the country 
ers had produced, did poſitively and repeatedly di- 
rect their ſervants in Bengal not to engage in any 
offenſive war whatſoever. Thar the ſaid Court laid 
it down as an invariable maxim, which ought ever to 
be maintained, that they were to avoid taking part in 


the political ſchemes of any of the country princes; and 


did in particular order and direct that they ſhould 
not engage with a certain Prince called Shuja al 
Dowla, Nabob of Owd, and Vizier of the Empire, 
in any operations beyond certain limits in the ſaid 
orders ſpecially deſcribed.” 

To this I reply, That it is not true, in the terms 


ſtated in the Charge, that the Court of Directors did 


« politively” direct their ſervants in Bengal not ta 
engage in any offenſive war whatſoever; and 
that they did in particular order and direct that they 


ce 
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* thould not engage with the Nabob Shuja Dowla in 
any operation beyond certain © limits“ in the ſaid 
arders ſpecially deſeribed; if by the term © limits 

A | are 
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1 
are meant either boundaries of territory, or any reſtric- 
tion of operations relative to the Rohella War, which 
is the only ſubject on which ſuch orders can be appli- 
cable to the preſent Charge. „ 
The ſeveral letters from the Court of Directors, to 
which references are made in the margin of this part 
of the Charge, as documents or evidences of the aſſer- 


tion contained in it, prohibit the government of Ben- 


* to march any part of their army” for the pur- 
ſe of © eſcorting the King to Dehly; or tq; engage 
in any plan of alliance for © eſtabliſhing a balance of 
& power” among the chiefs of India; or © to take 
<« the part of umpires in Hindoſtan;“ with a caution 
to © avoid taking part in any of the political ſchemes 
c of any of the country Princes; or © to aſſiſt 
te Shuja Dowla in any ambitious views of his.” And 
the reaſons, wherever reaſons are aſſigned, for theſe 


prohibitions, are not the odium and corruption imputa- 


ble to the contrary practice, but the inutility and ex- 
pence of offenſive military operations, and the uncer- 
tainty of their extent and duration. 


ol 


But neither are the prohibitions ſtated even in theſe 


references as poſitive ;”” for in one place they ſay, 
« You will obſerve, by the whole tenor of theſe diſ- 


© patches, that our views are not to enter into offen- 


« ſive wars in India ;” that is to ſay, ſuch are our ge- 
neral wiſhes in all cafes which will admit of the cor- 
reſpondent practice. And in another letter, which 
was expreſsly written upon the general ſubject, having, 
and as it appears moſt juſtly, expreſſed their diſappro- 
bation of a brigade > their forces being ſtationed at 
Illahabad, in which they were originally placed for 
purpoſes of remote hoſtility, they add this remarkable 
qualification of it: Poſitive orders upon this head 
ce we cannot give you, becauſe you muſt undoubtedly 
« act according to the emergency of affairs.“ 
There are other paſſages in the letters of the Court 
of Directors to their ſervants in Bengal, which allow 
of a diſpenſation from their general rule; and ſome 


which even preſcribe, in expreſs terms, a deviation 


from it, —The following are inſtances of bot: 
Gs 2 dos, 
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General letter to Bengal, dated 28th Auguſt, 1771. 
* Byt the conduct of the Rohellas and Jauts is ra- 


cc ther a matter of concern than ſurprize to us, as the 


« King and Sujah Dowla neglected the occaſion to 
cc unite with thoſe powers effectually to repel the com- 


« mon diſturbers of the empire, and confine them 


« within the limits of their former poſſeſſions. To 
« whatever cauſes this general timidity or ſupineneſs 


= may have been owing, we find ourſelves equally af 
« fend, and the tranquillity of the provinces endangered 


cc thereby; but as the projects of the King, or the 
« conduct of the Vizier, are at preſent too myſterious 


ce for us to decide on the motives of their inactivity, 


« and as we know not what alliances may be formed 
« to juſtify us in carrying our arms beyond the bounds of 
ce their dominions, we are prevented from propoſing 
& any preciſe plan for your guidance in this reſpect. 
« But ſhould your ſubſequent advices enable us to 
ce form a more certain judgment of the expediency of 


A departing from the plan we have laid down, we ſhall 


© communicate to you, by ſome early conveyance, bow 


e far we may be diſpoſed to carry our arms beyond the 


& bounds of the provinces, or the territories of our allies, 


ce and become the parties in an offenſive war.” 
In this extract the policy of the Court of Directors 


1 marked in its full extent; namely, That they 


generally diſapprove, and wiſh to avoid offenſive wars, 


dut that where their intereſts are threatened with 


danger, either immediate, or remote and eventual, 


by the deſigns of other powers, they approve, and 
even preſcribe, a deviation from their general maxim. 


The ſame principle, with the ſame exceptions, is as 


ftrongly and (may I ſay it) moſt judiciouſly diſplayed 
in the following extract of their general letter of the 
Zoth June, 1769: Fo oe 


« We eſteem ourſelyes bound by treaty to protect 


« the King's perſon, and to ſecure to him the poſſeſ- 


* fon of the Korah and Illahabad diſtricts. When 

wie wrote, the 11th November, 1768, we appre- 

* hended the conſequences of keeping the brigade 

* at Illahabad would 5 in Sujah Dowlah _ 
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2 jealouſy that would involve us in freſh troubles, 
« having at that time no cauſe to eſteem him an 


A 


b enemy; but, impreſſed as you were, with the opi- 


ce nion of his hoſtile intentions and growing ſtrength, 
« at the time of the diſpatch of the Valentine, we 
& ſhall not blame your caution for deferring the execution 
« of our orders for its removal; nor ſhall we at this 
te time attempt to give poſitive directions for your 
© conduct, which, in ſuch critical caſes, ought ſeldom 
cc to be done, and in which the fituation of affairs may 
c be varied by unforeſeen events, at the very moment we 


* 


are writing : but having given you, with as much 
« preciſion as poſſible, a general view of the ſyſtem 


« by which we ww to ſee our affairs regulated, we 
« muſt leave it to you to improve, to the utmoſt of 
< your power, every opportunity of drawing towards 
te that point; and whenever you think yourſelves obliged, 
cc for our ſecurity, upon emergent occaſions, to adopt 
« meaſures of a contrary tendency, you are to give us 
ec very full reaſons for ſuch a deviation, and endeavour 
te to return to the path we have marked out as ſoon as 
« circumſtances will admit.” RS 5 

Hence it is demonſtrated, that the orders of the 
Company generally forbad offenſive wars; but autho- 


rized, and even enjoined them, under certain circum- 


ſlances of exception from the general rule. 
The Charge proceeds to ſtate, that I joined with 


other Members of. the Council, in declaring their ap- 


probation of the policy of the Company's orders: 
That “ I adopted them with ſincerity and ſatisfaction ; 
«« and that I was too well aware of the ruinous ten- 
«« dency of all ſchemes of conqueſt ever to adopt 
* them, or ever to depart from the abſolute line of 
«« ſelf defence, unleſs impelled to it by the moſt obvious 
*« neceſſity of the circumſtances :” That I repeated 
this declaration to the Court of Directors, and added 


a ſolemn promiſe, © with the unanimous concurrence 
of the whole Council, that no object or conſidera- 


e tion ſhould either tempt or compel me to paſß the 
9. ane line which they (the Directors) had laid 
“ down for my operations with the Vizier; — 

5 | „ | cc the 
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« the Court of Directors, that I ſcarce ſaw a 


ce poſſible; advantage which could compenſate the 


e hazard and expence to be incurred by a contrary _ 


cc conduct.“ 
Before I reply to this paragraph, I ſhall humbly lay 


my claim to object, in every inſtance in which they 


ſhall, be made, to inferences drawn from particular 
expreſſions of a general letter, containing my joint 
ſubſcription with others. . "Op 
It is ſufficient, in ſuch compoſitions, that the opi- 


nions of the whole are materially the ſame, it being 
1 that they ſhould be exactly the ſame in all 


caſes, or in any caſes of magnitude, eſpecially ſuch 
as involve a variety of conſiderations. To the mode 
in which the above extracts are worded, I particularly 
object; becauſe the ſentiments which they contain are 
expreſſed as if they were eſpecially and primarily my 
own, and only adopted by the other Members of the 
Board in concurrence with me. With reſpect to their 
6 unanimous concurrence,” though this is printed in 
italics, which ſeems to be an indication of poſitive 
aſſertion, I beg leave to expreſs my doubts of it, 


having endeavoured to trace it, without ſucceſs, in 
the records to which I have had recent acceſs, and my 
own memory rejecting it. | | 85 8 


Having premiſed theſe exceptions, I proceed to 
declare, moſt cheerfully and unreſervedly, that I avow 
the principle aſcribed to my declarations ; and make 
no doubt, that wherever I have had occaſion to repeat 


them, my words have accorded invariably, and at all 


periods of time, with my general ſentiments, which 
were and are an abhorrence of offenſive wars, under- 


takenon the excluſive principles of ambition, profit, or 


policy. But I will alſo avow, that I would, without 
ſcruple, engage in an offenſive war for the ſake of re- 


taliating an injury actually done, or of meeting the 


certain intention of it. © 
TI cannot better or more fully expreſs my ſenſe of 
this principle, than in the following words, extracted 


from an Addreſs to the Court of Directors, written 
upwards of twelve years ago, upon the ſubject of the 
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preſent Charge; and therefore crave leave to quote it, 
as it ſtands in the Records of this Honourable Houſe. 
I hope I ſhall ſtand acquitted in the breaſts of all 
« reaſonable men, for maintaining the opinions quoted 
« againſt me in the concluſion of this paragraph *; 
te but I adopt it, even in the words of my opponents; 
« and if I am the Chief of à great State, alluded to 
«© by them, I ſhall be always ready to profeſs, that I 


8 
W 


c do reckon the probable acquiſition of wealth among my 0 

ce reaſons for taking up arms againſt my neighbours, I 
© never, in any period of my life, though long en- L 
„ gaged in public affairs, gave my conſent for taking e 

de up arms in an unjuſt cauſe; and I never ſhall, but | 
© in caſes of very notorious enormity, give my con- j 
c“ ſent to take up arms in an unprofitable one.“ t 
I preſume, that the principle which I have thus p 
ſtated, will be approved by the judgments of all ra- a 

tional men, as it is ſtrictly conformable to the practice 

of all ſtates in all ages. Wretched and contemptible t 
indeed would be the condition of that government, b 
which ſhould preclude itſelf from contracting alliances ct 

or other engagements with foreign ſtates, and invite | 
the attacks of its leſs principled neighbours, by eſta- ni 
bliſhing it as a rule of fixed and invariable policy, 
ever to commit hoſtilities but in the immediate re- to 
ſiſtance of actual invaſion ; and equally irreconcileable 
with the common ſenſe of mankind would be that m 
policy, which ſhould reſtri& the effects of a juſt war ar 

to the chaſtiſement of wrong, and reject every ad- 

vantage acquired by it. „ be 
I have been thus minute in my examination of the : 
two firſt parts of the Charge, for the neceſſary pur- g 
ſe of eſtabliſhing the firſt principle on which my in 
uſtification reſted, whether as a rule of conduct pre- 
ſcribed by authority, or an obligation of inherent of 
Note. The paragraph alluded to is part of a letter of General Cc 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, to the Court of wh 
Directors, dated zoth November, 1774, in theſe words: We | 
„% doubt whether there ever was an example of the Chief of a 
me 


„ great State profeſling to reckon the probable acquiſition of 
« wealth among his reaſons for taking up arms againſt his 
„ neighbours,” | | {i 


4 ; ; | | duty, 
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duty. From the reſt of the Charge, I ſhall content 


myſelf with ſelecting the poſitions which appear aa 
ints of crimination againſt me, and reply to them 


diſtinctly. 


J ſhall firſt enumerate them in the order i in which 


they occur. 


iſt. That the Rohellas are a nation. 
2d. That 1 entered into an engagement for ei 
extirpation. 

3d. That the company had never received nor 


pretended to receive or apprehend, any injury whatſo- 


ever from the Rohellas. 

4th. That the Nabob Sujah Dowla never com- 
plained of an aggreſſion, or act of hoſtility, nor pre- 
tended a diſtinct cauſe of quarrel, other than the non- 
payment of a ſum of money in diſpute between him 
and that people. | 

5th. That the Eaſt India Company were not par- 
ties to the engagement, or guarantees thereof, nor 
bound by any obligation whatever to enfarer the exe - 


cution of it. 


6th. That I did not make enen nor give antics 


nor offer mediation, &c. 


7th. But that I did ſtimulate the Nabob of Oude 
to the enterpri 
Sth. That 1 obliged him to accept even the per- 


miſſion to relinquiſh the execution of it as a favour, 


and to make conceſſions for it. 

9th. That the engagement was verbal, and not 
bound by a written treaty. 

' Toth. That I confeſſed I ſpoke the Hindoſtan lan- 
guage 7 -mperfettly, and nevertheleſs made no uſe of an 
Interpreter, 

.I1th. That I propoſed the acquiſition of forty lacks 
of rupees for the Company. 

12th. That I tranſgrefſed the instructions of the 
Council, by tranſgreſſing the Company's orders, 1 N 
which their powers had reſtricted me. 

13th. That I ſuppreſſed the information of the agree 
ment originally made with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, - 
in the letter which I wrote to the Court of Director 
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from Beparis, adviſing them of the treaty concluded 
with the ſaid Nabob on other ſubjects. | 


14th. That I entered a falſe report of the tranſac- 
tion in the Council Books, by repreſenting that the 
Nabob had indeed prope/ed the deſign, but that I was 


pleaſed that be urged the ſcheme of the expedition no fur- . 


ther, when in reality and truth I had conſented to it. 
15th. That I and the Council engaged in the en- 


terprize, under circumſtances of uncommon reſponſi- 


bility and perſonal hazard. 1 
16th. That no part of the money due for the Ro- 
hilla war was recovered, till after the eſtabliſhment of 


the new Government in Bengal; and that the whole 


remains in effect and ſubſtance unpaid to this day. 
17th. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla committed 
great acts of cruelty and inhumanity in the proſecution 
of the war, and in the abuſe made of his victory; that 
he violated a Princeſs of great, 
men, and that I abetted him therein; that eminent 
families were either cut off or baniſhed, their wives 
and children ruined, and the country laid waſte and 
depopulated. 5 | Ta 7 
28th. That I diſobeyed a ſtanding order of the Court 
of Directors, firſt by not producing all my correſpon- 


dence with Mr. Middleton, the Reſident: at Oude, 


and with Colonel Champion, the Commander in Chief 
of the army employed in the Rohilla war, to the Se- 


lect Committee; and, ſecondly, by refuſing. to pro- 


duce the ſame to the majority of the Council. 
19th. That I arrogated to myſelf dangerous powers, 
by aſſerting that Mr. Middleton, the public Reſident 
at Oude, was my official agent, and that, being ſuch, 
I was not obliged to communicate his correſpondence. 
© 20th. That the Court of Directors, and afterwards 
the General Court of Proprietors, © did unanimouſly 
« condemn (along with my conduct relative to the 
. Robilla treaty and war) my refuſal to communicate 
« my whole correſpondence with Mr. Middleton to 
the Council; yet that I have never yet communi- 


<«.'cated the whole of my correſpondence either to the 
© Governor: General and Council or to the Court of 


60. Dir ectors . Ta 


rank, and other wo- 


eie 
Tuo theſe I ſhall briefly and diſtinctiy reply. 


Iſt. That the Robellas are a nation. 


It is a fact of notoriety, and has been proved by 
examinations, which were taken at the Board of Fort 
William, in December, 1774, and inſerted in the 
Reports before this Honourable Houſe, that the Ro- 
hellas are not a nation, but a body of foreign adven- 
turers, who made themſelves maſter of the country to 
which they have ſince given their name; and even the 
laſt Government of it was an uſurpation on the firſt 
uſurpation. 33 . | 


Id. That I entered into an engagement for their er- 
tirpation.. e og e 


Much declamation has been uſed upon this word, 
until its original ſenſe has been loſt in the colourings 
which have been given to it. Yet I avow the word, 
and the deſign attributed to it. It was the profeſſed 
intention of the Nabob Shuja Dowla, and of courſe 
mine, as connected with it, to extirpate the Rohillas, 
that is, © to expel or remove them from the coun 
* which they occupied, without ſuffering the ſmalleſt 
c veſtige of their power to remain in it. In this ſenſe 
I did moſt certainly agree to aſſiſt the Vizier, and 
« fo did the late Preſident and Council; nor can I 
« conceive how the war could have been undertaken 
with any other object.“ Theſe words I borrow 
from my Minute in Council, dated the 11th January 
1775. I will add what immediately follows in the 
ſame Minute, as a reply both to this and the preced- 
ing article. The majority know, as well as myſelf, 
that the Rohillas are not the people of the country, 
e but a military tribe, who conquered it, and quar- 
te tered themſelves upon the people, without following 
_ © any profeſſion but that of arms, or mixing in any 
ce relation with the native inhabitants. I have already 
_. © deſcribed the nature of this tribe in the ninth para- 
graph of my obſervations on the firſt letter of the 


244] „ 
ce majority; and the ſame account of them has been 
cc 
ce if I miſtake not, by Colonel Champion himſelf, in 
cc their examination taken before the Board on the 
« 19th and 28th of December. Major Hannay's 
« words are remarkable; I beg leave to quote them: 
« have learned from many people, that it is only within 
« go years that the Robillas are become maſters of the 
e country to the north of the Ganges; that they were 
* origmally Afghans, came into Hindaſtan under à Sir- 
« dar, named Ddood Cawn, and that they conquered that 
© country from the Hindoos, and that fince that time they 
« have followed no other profeſſion than that of arms, 
cc and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country, 
« The. Robhillas are Muſſulmen, of the ſect of Omer, and 
de the cultivators of the country are Hindoos. I ſuppoſe 
« the proportion to be about nine Hindoss to one Muſ- 
ce ſulman.” | 
It will appear, from the preceding explanation, 
that the extirpation conſiſted in nothing more than in 
removing from their offices the Rohellas who had the 
official management of the country, and from the 
country the ſoldiers who had oppoſed us in the con- 
queſt of it. Nor was the proceſs a ſanguinary or hard 
one, as they had only to paſs the Ganges to their 
countrymen on the other fide of it. In a word, we 
conquered the country from the conquerors of it, and 
ſubſtituted another rule in the place of theirs, upon 
the ſame principles of right and uſage (the right of 
the war being pre- ſuppoſed) as a Britiſh commander 
in Europe would expel the ſoldiers of a conquered 
town, and garriſon it with his own, which, by the 


ſame mode of ſpeech, and with equal propriety, might 


be called an extirpation. 


IIId. That the Company had never received, nor pre- 
tended to receive or apprehend any injury whal-, 
ever from the Robellas. N 


The Company were joined on equal terms with the 
Vizier in the injury which he had received from the 
Rohellas. | I 


'T hat 
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iven by Colonel Leſlie and Major Hannayy and, 


_ refuſal given, in t 
ſtipulated for their defence, and for the expulſion of 


y ally. . 


the Rohellas: They 
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That injury was the repeated breach of faith, and 
. iven, in two ſucceſſive years, to pay the ſum 


ax 


the Marattas from their country.—The Vizier was our 

Our Government was applied to for its conſent to 
the firſt deſign of defending the Rohellas againſt the 
Marattas, and the engagements which followed were 
negociated by our commander in chief, General Sir 


Robert Barker. 


Theſe conſiſted in two ſeparate inſtruments; one a 


treaty of mutual alliance between the Nabob Sujah 
Dowla and the Rohella Chiefs; and the other an obli- 

tion executed by them, to pay him, in confideration 
of it, forty lacks of rupees. Both were executed in 
the preſence of Sir Robert Barker, and ſigned by him 
as a witneſs to it; .which, in every inſtance of the 
kind that has ever paſſed in the Company's annals, is 
equivalent to a guarantee. The obligation is in the 


records of the Secretary's office in Calcutta, and the 
_ tranſlation is entered in more than one place in the 


Fifth Report of the Committee of Secrecy. 


IVth. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla never complained 

of an aggreſſion or act of hoſtility, nor pretended a diſ- 
tin cauſe of quarrel, other than the non-payment of a 
ſum of money in diſpute between him and that people. 


There were other juſt cauſes of complaint againſt 

had treacherouſly intrigued with 
the Marattas, with the deſign of uniting with them 
againft the Nabob Shuja Dowla during the ſubſiftence 
of their engagement with him, and at the very time 
that he was in arms for their defence, Indeed a part 
of them had actually joined the Marattas, and the reſt 


were on their march for that purpoſe, and were pre- 
vented only by the timely arriyal of Sir Robert Barker 


in their country, in the beginning of the year 1773s 


with a brigade of the Company's troops in conjunc- 
tiop with the Nabob's, 1 


_ 
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© This appears from various parts of che correſpon- 


denee of Sir Robert Barker, and N in the Wien, 
dix of the Fifth Report of the Secret Committee; and 
in Sir Robert's letter of the 6th of April, he ſays of 
them, © It is well known that neither promiſes nor 
© "oaths have been able to bind this treacherous ſet 


of people to their en Semen. 


th. That the Eaft India Company were not parties tg 
the engagement, or guarantees thereof; nor bound by 
any * ligation whatever fo enforce the execution of it. 


That the Company were parties to the engagem gement, 


has been proved in the reply to the third article. That 

they were bound to ſupport the Nabob Vizier in aſſert- 

ing his right, or to aſſert their own, is a queſtion not 

neceſſary © the charge: it is ſufficient that the right 
has been proved. | 


* 


VIth. That T did not make enquiry, nor give nofice, mer 


offer mediation, Ec. ö 


. Sir Robert Barker and the Vizier had bam. engaged 
in continual negociations with them for the recovery of 
the money in the years 1772 and 1773, and they had 
conſtantly evaded the payment. 

The fact was notorious, and there could not be any 


obligation to give them notice, that they might be the 


better enabled to defeat the enterprize. 


VItth, But chat T did Bimulate the Nato of Owd 10 
the Rs. 


Myũ conduct in this inſtance will be folly Splained 
when I proceed to the narration of the whole tranſ- 


action. I ſhall here bur obſerve that T/thought the 


ground of. war. juftly eſtabliſhed ; that the Nabob 


Shuja Dowla had repeatedly urged our conſent to it, 


and that I made uſe of the earneſtneſs with which he 
purſued this favourite point, to engage his agreement 
to a ſyſtem of uſeful alliance. with Kim; which I ob- 


4 | tained, 
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| VIIIth. That 1 obliged bim to accept even the permiſton 
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to relinquiſh the execution 75 it 65's 3 0 to 
make claſſes for 1 


This is a ee of a ia and imple fact _ 


| had required fifty lacks of rupees for the price of the 
ceſſion of Cora and its dependencies : rr mes his 


inability to pay ſo large a ſum, and to defray: the war 


with the Rohellas, and the encreaſed ſubſidy for our 
army. I agreed to remit five lacks of the demand; 
| and when he propoſed to ſuſpend the deſign againſt 
the Rohellas, which removed the former plea, I de- 


manded, and he conſented to replace the five lacks, 
and the ſtipulation for Cora remained as it originally 


ſtood in my demand for it, at fifty lacks; and thus 


the tranſaction i is ſtated in my original report of it. 


5 IXth. be bat the engagement was verbal, and not bound 


by a written treaty. 


It is true, that the firlt propoſition for the Rohella. 


war was diſcuſſed and terminated in converſation ; but 
the terms on which it was to have been undertaken 


were committed to writing, and made. parts of the 
draft of the treaty concluded with the Nabob Shuja 
Dowla, at Benaris; but were withdrawn from it at his 
own inſtance, and left unnoticed, becauſe the whole 
bulineſs appertaining to it was poſtponed, and, as 1 
then believed, wholly given up. Afterwards, when 
it was reſumed, the terms of our mutual engagement 


were ſtated in the letters which paſſed between the 


Nabob and myſelf; and the event proved that the 
obligation in this mode was as binding as a treaty, in 
all its forms, could have made it; for the ſum ſtipu- 
lated to be paid to the Company for their aſſiſtance in 

the war, was acknowledged by the Nabob to be due 


when it might have been Wars and it has been 
n * have W kr 
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cauſe our army was withdrawn while the country w 


conſent, and againſt his remonſtrances; which was con- 
ary to the expreſs. terms of the agreement made with 

him. But ſurely I may aſk, is this defence neceſſary ? 
Is every act criminal which any man may ſtate to be 
ſuch ? Or is it criminal to have omitted doing what 
any. man may conceive proper to have been done? 
| — Hard would be my lot, were my paſt actions to 
be meaſured by this teſt of them ; for though the 

pam which I have officially written, and to which 
| ave contributed, would fill many ponderous vo- 
lumes, yet their bulk and number would have been 
more than doubled, had every minute tranſaction 
and occurrence been minuted which I had deemed of 
importance at the inſtant in which they paſſed ; and 
enormous indeed, if to theſe all the converſations were 
added, which either led to buſineſs, or aroſe out of it. 


Xth. That J confeſſed that I ſpoke the Hindaſtan language : 


imperfectly, and nevertheleſs made no uſe M an inter- 
Preter. FFF 


I will not tranſgreſs the bounds of my reſpect for 

this Honourable Houſe, nor offend the high ſenſe 
which I entertain of its wiſdom, by offering any reply 
— Tv. ĩð Tg 


XIth. That I propoſed the acquiſition of 40 lacks F ru- 
paees for the Company, and a relief io the diftreſſes of 


| rbe Company, as objects of the enterprize. 


| This I acknowledge; and whatever ſentiments may 

have ſuggeſted ſuch a motive as a criminal charge, I 
ſhall never regret the ſervices and ſacrifices which [I 
have made to my employers, and to my country, what- 


ever returns I may have, received at the inſtant, or 


may receive from aher. 


XII ch. That I tranſereſſed the infxuctions of the Council, 


by tranſgreſſng the Company's orders to which their 


powers had reſtricted me. © 
— earch. Thi 


yet unſettled, and withdrawn without the Nabob's 
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55 in my place, at the B 
| . e letter vas written oy deen and diſ- 
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y the preliminary expoſition which 
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7 have offered of: t true conſtruction of the Com- 
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XUlſth. That I Nr len the information of — agree- | 


ment originally made with the Nabob Shuja Dowla, in 

_ the letter which I wrote to the Court of Directors from 
Benaris, advifing them of the treaty rn _ the 
aid Nabob on other rar | 


The letter which I diſpatched to the ce of Di- 
rectors from Benaris was written to inform them of 
what had been done, and of that but as much as it was 
eſſential for them to know. It was not neceſſary to in- 


form them of what was not done, nor to commit the _ 


ſecret of a deſign which had been dropped, but might 
yet take place, and which related to a great political 


event, to a letter which was to paſs through the center 


of Hindoſtan, and afterwards through many nations of 
Afia and 3 with at leaſt an equal chance of its 
being 1 —_— | 
In effect I ſpe&t that it actually met with that fate, 
though written and diſpatched in duplicate; for in 
the Report publiſhed by order of the Cour of Direc- 
tors, I find this letter inſerted, with a notice that it was 


received by them on the 26th of March, which was 


the date of the receipt of the ſubſequent diſpatches of 
the Board, by the Mercury Packet. 

That I may not appear to have been remiſs in any 
part of the proceſs of my tranſactions at Benaris, I will 
crave leave to ſtate the following ſhort W 


recital of it. 


On the 23d of June 1773, I ue my inſtructions 
from the Board. On the 7th of September I conclud- 
ed a 1 the Nabob Shuja Dowla, conformable 

ions. On the 1oth of the ſame month 
adviſed the Court of Directors of it in a letter diſ- 
patched in duplicate by land to England. On the 4th 
of Octobet, I delivered i my report of my proceedings 
ard in Calcutta; and on the 12th 


. 


; W 
redtors; 05 che declared —— conveying 06a | 
my report, in which all that had paſſed relating to the 
deſign againſt the Rohellas was fully recit- 
ed: So that the whole tranſaction was begun and con- 
cluded, and underwent every ee of- 
ficial communication, with a journey af 500: mules, 
in the courſe of three months and nineteen ays. 
The following is an extract of ſa much af my report 
as relates to the preſent ſubject: 
The Viaier was at firſt very deſirous of the abſt 
ce ance of an Engliſh force to put him in pplſefſion of 
< the Rohella — lying north of his 
< and eaſt of the Ganges. This has long been a fa- 
vourite object of his wiſhes, and you will recollect 
< that the firſt occaſion of my late viſit was furniſhed 
<« by a propoſal of this kind. He had certainly juſt 
. — of reſcatment againſt the Chiefs af this 
ac nation, who had not only failed in their engage- 
te ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees far his pro- 
e tection againſt the Marattas, but had actually ſup- 
< plied them with money when they appeared in arms 
te againſt him. He offered to make the Company a 
« conſideration for this fervice, of forty lacks of 
tt rupees, beſides the ſtipulated ſum for the expences 
e of our troops; but he afterwards laid aſide this: de - 
« ſign, fearing that ic would diſable him ſrom fulfilling 
ct his engagements for Corah and Illahabad. I en- 
« cloſe for your obſervation, No. 10 he original 
te agreement of the Rohella Chiefs, witneſſed by Gene- 
ral Barker; No. 11, a tranſlation of the ſame ; No. 
« 12, a tranſlation of a letter which I received from 
« Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, in wheſe name the agreement 
ce was ratified; and No. 13, a tranſlation of a narra- 
ce tive delivered to me by the Vizier, in — ann it. | 
« The meaſures to be purſued for bis ſecurity-on 
er ter muſt therefore be determined by fut; „ 
« ] was pleaſed that he urged the ſcheme of this expe- 
« dition no further, as it would have led out troops to 
« a diftance from our borders, Which 1 would wiſn 
r oo 
t ments to recommend ĩit— — 
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that the Nabob 


* e ropeſed .the deft but that 1 was: 
be ER ame of the angdition mo: fa no further, * 
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There nothing nne u contradiction i in * re- 
ſentztion are oppoſed to each other, to eſtabliſh 
the gu 

I affirm; and the records of this Houſe prove incon- 
reſtibly, that whe Nabob did prope/e, did fr prope, 
the dig auf the Rohelh war; nay, that it was the 
foundation of my journey to Benaris, It appears, in 
. various Parts of the ſame authorities, that I availed 
myſelf ofhis-cager folicitude for the attaimmenc of 


this point, to engage His affent to others of neceſſary 


conſequence, and of much greater value to the Com- 
pany; and it is certain that I wes pleaſed to have ob- 
rained them, Without the neceſſity of making this 
conceſſion, 'when he bimfelf relinquiſhed it. The in- 
evidenee to prove them; but that I was in a ſiruation 
which was moſt likely to have affected me in che man- 
ner which I have deſcribed, I have abundant proof. 
The dominions of the Nabob Shujah Dowla, our 


Rohellas, both conſiſting of one vaſt plain, without 


them . andeh were ſhut in by the ſame common 
boundary, the Ganges, cloſing them in the northern 
le mountains. 

The Marattas had ſucceſſively attempted to poſſeſs 
themſelves of this country; and, but for the aſſiſtance - 


of the Nabob's forces, united with thoſe of the Com- 
pany, they would have ſucceeded. The Rohellas, 


h thus:effeQually and ſeaſonably protected by 


the Nabob Shyja Dovls, had openly negociated with 


"had ſhewn manifeſt diſpoſitions to 


the Marattas, a 
their defender. The ſame 


to the Nabob Stn Shvja Dowla, whe- 
ther 
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It of falſchood which is here laid to my charge. 


aa i 


country, or the Rohellas joined with them to carry 
their ravages. into his. The Company's intereſts, 
which were at all times involved in the ſecurity of the 
Nabob Vizier's dominions, had acquired a ſtrong ad- 
. ditional tie by his recent engagements with them. 


The Rohellas had afforded him a juſt cauſe for war, 


and for all the conſequences of it, by their repeated 
breach of engagement; and he had a right to our 
concurrence and aſſiſtance in the proſecution of it. 


Theſe were the grounds for undertaking the war; 


and on theſe grounds, had he not himſelf ſhrunk from 
it, I ſhould have thought myſelf bound to join him 
in undertaking it. | 5 
On the other hand, there were ſtrong arguments of 

diſcouragement, which operated againſt the under- 
taking. 


The ſucceſs of it, though morally certain, might 


have been attended with greater difficulties than when 
it was afterwards attempted, by reaſon of the neigh- 
bourhood of the Marrattas, who would certainly have 
been invited to take part againſt us. The ſame doubts 


which the Vizier entertained of his ability to pay the 


ſtipulated ſum, in addition to thoſe of our other 


claims upon him, might as obviouſly occur to my 


mind, with all the conſequences both of public and 
private embarraſſment from the failure. 


prize would depend, was but accidental, and liable 


to variation; and even that of the Board collectively, 
in points of a political nature, had for ſome time ſcarce 


appeared, but under the influence and agency of the 
Commander in Chief, whom I had offended by with- 
drawing it from him; yet, he muſt have been em- 
ployed, and in effect my own choice had preferred 
him, in the execution of the plan, poſſibly with his 
own judgment oppoling it. 

To theſe objections, which related immediately to 
the meaſure itſelf, others occurred, which were of a 
foreign and adventitious nature, and ſome which 
were merely perſonal and private. 


ther the Marattas obtained complete poſſeſſion of the | 


y autho- 
rity, on which the continued ſupport of the enter- 
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The firſt of theſe diſtinctions regarded the ſtate of 


the Company at home, their Charter drawing near 


to its expiration, and a ſtrong popular prejudice ex- 


cited and univerſally prevailing againſt both them 
and their ſervants. The ſecond, my own ſituation, and 


that of my colleagues and coequals in the Council. 
I owed my appointment in the Government to mo- 
tives which, though highly honourable to thoſe who 


had nominated me to it, were but a limited and 


tranſitory dependence. 1 had no natural intereſt at 


home, no perſonal connections, nor any other means 


of ſupport, than ſuch as I might gradually and even- 
tually acquire by my reputation in office. In the 
mean time, all my actions were to be viewed through 
a very remote medium, with a thouſand refractions of 

rivate intereſt ; ſecret miſrepreſentation; general pre- 
judice; and the precipitation of uninformed judgment 
and above all, the ſituation of my employers not al- 


_ lowing them the free exerciſe of theirs. The meaſure 
itſelf derived its propriety from circumſtances of nice 


relation and various detail, which few could under- 


| ſtand without ſome previous knowledge, or ſtudy, of 


antecedent events and local ſituation, and which were 
eaſily liable to miſconſtruction. It was repugnant to 


the general policy of the Company, and depended for 
its ſanction on conſtructive orders, of which the Court 
of Directors, who framed them, had a claim at leaſt to 
the ſole right of interpretation. Theſe conſiderations, 
with others of a ſimilar nature, preſſed with a more 
ſenſible weight upon my mind at this time, by the 
means of recent advices privately received from Eng- 
land, which reached me while I was within a few days 


of my arrival at Benaris, and by which I learnt that a 
new commiſſion had been appointed from home, to 
make enquiry into the ſtate of the Company's affairs in 


Bengal, and to ſuperſede the powers of its actual 
adminiſtration. LE = 


With ſuch proſpects of diſcouragement, will it be 


ſuppoſed that in the ſolicitude of my zeal for the 
public ſervice, or, if I muſt adopt the language of 
invective, in the purſuit of an irregular ambition, I 


E had 
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had no intetvals of ſecret leiſure for the mind to turn 


the glaſs upon its own concerns? I well knew what 
my duty required of me, and that I was determined 


on performing, in deſpite of every inferior concern; 
yet, when I was relieved from the obligation by the 


Nabob's renunciation of his deſign, which could be 
proſecuted only at his requiſition, and therefore no 
duty of my own oppoſed the forbearance of it, [ 


might then both naturally and allowably yield ſome | 


indulgence to my private feelings. I was certainly 


glad to be freed from the embarraſſment, which 1 | 


had apprehended in the proſecution of the plan, tho 
I ſhould have paid no regard to them, had I been till 
required to proceed in it. This oppoſition of my 

rivate and reſtrained wiſhes to my ſenſe of what was 
incumbent on me in-my public character, will be 
found to accord exactly with the ſentiments expreſſed 
upon the ſame ſubject in my minutes delivered upon 


both occaſions, in which the ſubject of the Rohilla 


war was introduced to the notice of the Board, both 
when the deſigns was firſt propoſed and withdrawn, 
and afterwards propoſed and adopted by the Board. 


But perhaps I have miſtaken the intended ſenſe of | 


this part of the Charge; and it is not the inconſiſ- 


tency of my private feelings with my public actions, 
which is alledged againſt me, but ſimply the infor- 


mation given by me to the Board, that the deſign of 
the expedition had been dropped, when in fact it yet 
iſted, with my engagement to proſecute it. 


If IJ have miſtaken the meaning of this paragraph, 
and ünneceſſarily waſted the time of this Honourable 


Houſe in ſo long and laboured a refutation of a Charge 


not made againſt me, I humbly refer myſelf to the 
candour of this Houſe, and beg leave to aſcribe my 


error to the manner in which the Charge is drawn and 
printed, with intricacy of conſtruction, and a frequent 
change of type; many words, and even whole ſen- 


tences, being printed in Italic characters, as if indi- 
cating ſome implied guilt, or aggravating that ex- 
preſsly alledged againſt me. Nor is this practice 


(whether fair ar not, this Honourable Houſe will de- 


termine) 
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termine) confined to the paragraph in queſtion _ | 


this firſt Charge, nor even to this ſingle Charge, but 


pervades, with the like ambiguity, every part of every 
Charge exhibited againſt me. 

I now proceed to reply to this Article, in the ſenſe 
which I have juſt inferred from it. 

In my reply to the preceding Article, I have i in- 


ſerted the whole of my report, of what paſſed between 
the Nabob Vizier and myſelf at Benaris, on the ſub- 


ject of the firſt propoſal for the Rohilla war, in an 
extract from my report of all my proceedings there. 
This report ſtated, that the Vizier was deſirous of our 
aſſiſtance againſt the Rohillas, and offered terms for 


it; but that, for reaſons aſſigned, he afterwards laid 


it aſide; ce that the meaſures to be purſued for his 
« ſecurity on that quarter, were therefore to be de- 
“ termined by future occurrences ;'' and © I was 

ce pleaſed that he urged it no further.“ There the 
buſineſs reſted, and as I certainly did believe it at that 
time, finally, though the obligation ſtill remained, 
if the Nabob ſhould again lay claim to it, and no 
change of circumſtances intervened to alter it. 

On the 26th of November of the ſame year, the 
ſubject was again introduced at the Board, with a 


requeſt of the Vizier, for the renewal and roſecution 


of it; and the following was my recital of the tranſ- 


action more at large, in a minute meh 1 delivered 5 


upon the occaſion: 
© In this ſituation, here appears an ata degree 
«« of reſponſibility annexed to ſuch an undertaking. 


I would therefore recommend it to ſerious conſide- 


* ration; and at the ſame time I think it my duty to 
** declare, that I find myſelf embarraſſed in a peculiar 
© manner in my deciſion, from the circumſtances of 
«© what paſſed between the Vizier and myſelf at Be- 
* nariss The Board will recolle&, that this very 


country was included in the line of defenſive operas 
tions which they thought proper to adopt laſt year, 


in ſupport of the Vizier; and it is now neceſſary to 
** acquaint them more fully, that the Vizier, at the 


“ interview, did * this expedition to me, and 
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* not being able to fulfil his part of the agreement, 


cc 
cc 
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what has palled, would have an unfriendly aſpect, 


AF 


earneſtly ſolicited my aſſiſtance; that I regarded 
this requeſt as a lucky circumſtance in the negocia- 


tion, and availed myſelf of it, as the means of pur- 
chaſing the Vizier's compliance with the other mea- 
ſure, which was the principal object of my com- 
miſſion. I conſented to it; engaging to aſſiſt him 


in the enterprize, on the conditions with which the 


Board are already acquainted. Afterwards, from a 
ſuſpicion of his own ability to make good ſo many 
pecuniary engagements at once, as thoſe he had 


undertaken, he himſelf made the propoſal for ſuſ- 


pending the Rohilla expedition; but the condition 


which took its riſe from it, viz. that the future pay- 


ments of the extra charges of the army ſent at any 


time to his aſliſtance ſhould be fixed at 210,009 ru- 


pees per month for a brigade, was ſtill allowed to 
be made an article of the new treaty. And it was 
further agreed, that the peer for Corah, 
which I had with difficulty raiſed to forty-five lacks 
of rupees, ſhould now be made fifty, in conſidera- 


tion of his being exempted from the additional 


burthen of the projected Campaign, and better 
enabled to fulfil his other payments. It is unne- 
ceſſary to explain the motives which urged the 
Vizier to make conceſſions for the liberty of re- 
linquiſhing a point which he had apparently ſo 
much at heart, and which I was not ſolicitous to 
purſue : The detail would be tedious—the Gentle- 


men who were with me, and to whom I made daily 


communication of the progreſs of the negociations, 


will remember, that ſuch was the iflue of this part 
of them. The expedition remained only ſuſpend- 


ed; and I gave him every reaſon to expect, that 
whenever it could again be with prudence reſumed, 


and he deſired it, it ſhould be undertaken. 
«« This is the predicament in which I now ſtand 


with the Vizier; and although, from a fear of his 


| wiſh to avoid engaging in the project for the pre- 
ſent, yet it appears to me, that a direct refuſal, after 


ce and 
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| « and might admit of the conſtruction of artifice and 


ce inſincerity in our dealings with him.“ 

I now throw myſelf on the juſtice of this Honour- 
able Houſe to determine, whether there is any other 
difference between the two recitals, than that the latter 
is more detailed and enlarged than the former, which 


' ates little, more being then unneceſſary. Had the 


engagement in the firſt inſtance ſtood, it would have 
conſtituted an article in the treaty, which was at that 
time concluded, and the draft of it is ſtill on record ; 
but the Nabob himſelf declining it, it retained no other 
force on our government, than that which the ſpirit of 
honour and fair dealing might allow, and the circum- 
ſtances of affairs admitted. Theſe had received no 


other alteration, than the departure of the Marattas, 


occaſioned by a late revolution in their own ſtate, which 
was likely, for a length of time to come, to prevent 
them from interfering in our operations. 

If further evidence of this conſtruction is neceflary, 
the following extract from the letter of the Nabob 


Shuja Dowla, which furniſhed the ſubject of debate, 


of which the preceding minute formed a part, will put | 
it beyond the poſſibility of doubt. 


Extract of a Letter from the Nabob Shuja Dowla, 
received the 18th November 1773. 


« During our interview at Benaris, we had ſome 
te converſation on this ſubject; and it was then agreed 
e on, that I ſhould pay to the Company the ſum of 
* forty lacks of rupees, after the extirpation of the 
* Rohillas; and two hundred and ten thouſand rupees 
e monthly, on account of the Engliſh Brigade, during 
ce my operations in the Rohilla country; and that I 


© ſhould, with the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh forces, en- 


i deayour to puniſh and exterminate the Rohillas out 
* of their country. 


i If therefore theſe Terms are agreeable to you, I defire 


c to know whether you will affift me with the Englifs 


** forces, or you will not.” 


8 When 


_ T 
When I wrote the Minutes from which the preced. 
ing Extracts are taken, I little ſuſpected that the time 
would come when they were to be put ts the rack of 
verbal criticiſm before the Houſe of Commons of 
Great Britain. © by 
I look back with pain on the many papers which 


© 


have been filled with this part of my defence, in a 
diſcuſſion which I myſelf cannot but conſider as un- 


worthy to take up ſo much of the attention of this 
Honourable Houſe, did- not the occaſion of it impli- 
cate the plauſibility of every other Charge inſtituted 
againſt me, and caſt the colour of reproach upon the 
moſt important tranſactions of the Britiſh Government 
in India, during the courſe of thirteen years, from 


the imputed depravity of character in him who direct- 


ed them. 5 Pb 

A charge of falfehood in terms, of deliberate falſe- 
hood, imprints ſuch a ſenſe of infamy on an ingenuous 
mind, as even the fulleſt refutation of it cannot wholly 
efface; ſinceittaints the ſource itſelf of every honourable 


| ene and follows its devoted object into all his 


abits of ſociety, even to his deareſt connections. 
I hope, therefore, I ſhall not be deemed to depart 


from the great reſpect which I owe and truly profeſs 


for this Auguſt Aſſembly, if on this occaſion I abandon 
for an inſtant the degraded condition of a man arraign- 
ed, and aſſume my claim to the rights of reſpe& which 
my rank in office, primarily and reptatedly aſſigned to me 


by this Honourable Houſe itſelf, authorizes me to 


If, after a patient and full isla of all the 


Charges exhibited againſt me, I ſhall appear to merit 
that puniſhment which the juſtice of my country exacts 
for high offenders, let me receive it:] will ſubmit 


with what reſignation 1 can to my doom, how much 


ſoever my own conſciouſneſs of better deſert may 
revolt againſt it. Let me not, however, be puniſhed 
before conviction by the admiſſion of hard epithets, 


and diſgraceful invectives againſt me. I am war- 


ranted by the doctrine of my religion, to proteſt againſt 
ſuch a treatment; for this teaches me, that even 2 


bleſſed 
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bleſſed Spirit of heaven contending with the devil 


« durſt not bring a railing accuſation againſt; him; 
but if the reſult ſhall prove, that in a long, difficult, 
and perilous ſervice, I have conducted myſelf with 
integrity, and with a zeal for the interef of my;em- 
ployers, and my country, manifeſted by an invariable 
train of ſucceſsful meaſures ;; that I was inſtrumental 
in preſerving one great and valuable branch of the 
Britiſh empire committed to my charge, from threat- 
ened annihilation; and left it in a ſtate more proſperous 
than I received it—what atonement will this Honour- 
able Houſe in its juſtice ordain for the injury which I 
ſuftain by having been branded on its records, and 
under the ſanction of its authority, with the vile and 
abhorred character of a Verres, an oppreſſor, a de- 
frauder, a traitor, and even of a lyar? 


XVth. . That I and the Council engaged in the enterprize 
under circumſtances of uncommon ręſponſibility and per 
ſonal hazard. „ = 


This I admit; but not in the terms of the text, nor 


with the implication of criminality, I know not on 


what grounds affixed to it. 


XVIth. That no part of the money due for the Rohilla 
war was recovered till after the eſtabliſhment of the 
new government in Bengal, and that the whale remains 
in elt and ſubſtance unpaid to this day. 


The meaning of this charge ſeems to be, that ſo long 
as any balance remained due from the Nabob of Oude, 
in the running account between him and the Company, 
that balance aroſe excluſively out of the ſtipulation for 
the Rohilla war, whatever debts may have been in- 
curred, or payment made, though of millions on both 
ſides of the account, ſince that debt was originally con- 
tra. „ : 

This is contrary to the general commerce of man- 
kind; every debt, in the order in which it was con- 
trated, being univerſally underſtood to be diſcharged 
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dy che ſums received, if equivalent in their correſpon- 
dent order of payment; but let it be as it will, it is 
now paid beyond all poſſibility of queſtion; for even 
while theſe charges are forming, advices are received 
from the government of Bengal, which declare that 
the Nabob of Oude had paid op che whole of his debt 
to the Company of every kind, without an Anna re- 
maining. EY OG | | 


XVIIth. That the Nabob Shuja Dowla committed great 
ache of cruelty and inhumanity in the proſecution of the 


| 
; 
4 
: 
war, and in the abuſe made of his victory; that be | 
violated a princeſs of great rank, and other women, 
and that I abetted bim therein ; that eminent families . 
were either cut off or baniſhed, the wives and children 4 
ruined, and the country laid waſte and depopulated. 
This part of the general charge, if it were true, | k 
could only affect me as the abettor of it. 
That I was not the abettor of it I certainly know, , 
but cannot diſprove it, otherwiſe than by an appeal to , 
my general character, which is in the ſtrong features 
of it well known, and to the evidences themſelves, N 
which are quoted in ſupport of the allegation. I deny us; 
that there is a ſyllable in theſe that proves it, or that, 5 
without a violence on the conſtruction which could 09 
convert white into black, even tend to caſt the moſt oy 
diſtant ſuſpicion of it. 8 5 
Ihe letter written by the Board to Colonel Cham- oy 
pion, dated the 23d May 1773, and mine to Mr, 55 
Middleton, dated the 27th of the ſame month, which P l 
I ſhall crave leave to read at the cloſe of this article, 55 
are evidences of my anxiety and endeavours, both to in 
obtain a true knowledge of the facts, and to redreſs of 
them in whatever degree they might be found to exiſt; "IT 
and the anſwers to both are, in my opinion, a refuta- all 
tion of the charge as it ſtands againſt the Vizier. With a0 
reſpe& to the firſt, Colonel Champion, in anſwer to fo 
the deſire expreſſed by the Board, © to be immediately ple 
< adviſed of the particulars of the treatment to which | 3 


cc he had alluded,” that is, the Nabob's treatment - 
I Es 5 e the 
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the Rohilla priſoners, begins the ſubje& with a ſen- 

tence that ſeems to promiſe the information required, 
but no ſuch information follo w' s. 
Mr. Middleton's anſwer is in point, and affords a 
very temperate, and I do believe a moſt faithful re- 
port upon the queſtion. It. is long, and worth the 
peruſal of thoſe who may wiſh for more information 
upon the ſubject. It no further concerns me.—I am 
unwilling to quit this ſubject without adding, that the 
ſons of Hafiz Rahmut Cawn were living at Lucknow 
when I was at that capital; that they enjoyed a penſion 
from the preſent Nabob, which afforded them a decent 
maintenance,. with a promiſe of more after payment of 
the Nabob's debt to the Company, under the engage- 
ments which he had contracted with me. They were 
under no other reſtraint than a prohibirion to reviſit 
their own country, and were my daily viſitors; for 
which they no doubt had the expreſs permiſſion of the 
Nabob, and that optionally given, for I never inti- 
mated the moſt diſtant wiſh to ſee them; and indeed, 
they frequently attended him in che vifits which he 
Mine ERR. oe. 
Fyzoolla Cawn, the only ſurviving ſon of Ally 
Mahmud, the founder of this little dominion, ſtill re- 
mains in peaceable poſſeſſion of as much of his inhe- 
ritance as he held before the war, which (by a fatality 
that might induce a mind, even but lightly tinctured 
with ſuperſtition, to infer the hand of Providence in ſo 
Juſt a diſtribution of its events) cloſed with the death 
of Hifiz Rahmut, the uſurper of the rights of his 
patron and maſter, who had entruſted them to his 
guardianſhip, and with the deprivation of the children 
of his accomplices, as the puniſhment allotted, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral degrees of guilt, to the perpetrators 

of ſo complicated a treachery. Ws d 

My letter to Mr. Middleton, to which I have above 
alluded, I now entreat permiſſion to read. I was not 
aware of the ſtrength of this evidence, when on a cur- 
ſory inſpection I marked it for reference. I am 
Pleaſed to find it, on a more attentive peruſal of it, 
not only a clear refutation of the Charge, ſo far as I 


= 


tavage the country, and in his cruel treatment o 
family of Hafez Rhamet. This is a ſubject on which! 


3 3 
myſelf am affected by it, but an example to ſhew both 


* 


the delicacy with which I treated the great allies of 


the Company, and the firmneſs with which I main- 


tained the rights and honour of my own nation. 


| Extract of a letter from the preſident to Mr. Na- 


thaniel Middleton, dated 27th May, 1774. 


Colonel Champion complains of the conduct of the 
Visier, in ſuffering, or even in ordering his op to 
the 


cannot write to the Vizier; it might widen the breach 
between him and the Commander in Chief, and poſſi- 
bly influence the Nabob to ſome private revenge on 
the unhappy remains of Hafez Rhamet's family. 1 
deſire, therefore, that you will take an immediate 
occaſion to remonſtrate to him againſt every act of 


eruelty or wanton violence: The country is his, and 


the people his ſubjects; they elaim by that relation 
his tendereſt regard and unremitted protection. The 
family of Hafez have never injured him, but have a 
claim to his protection, in default of that of which 


he has deprived them: Tell him that the Engliſh 


manners are abhorrent of every ſpecies of inhumanity 
and oppreſſion, and enjoin the gentleſt treatment of a 


vanquiſhed enemy; require and entreat his obſerv- 


ance of this principle towards the family of Hafez; 


tell him my inſtructions to you generally, but urgent- 


ly enforce the ſame maxim; and that there is no part 
of his conduct will operate ſo powerfully in winning 
the affections of the Engliſh, as inftances of benevo- 
lence and feeling for others. If theſe arguments do 


not prevail, you may inform him directiy, that you 
have my orders to inſiſt on a proper treatment of the 


family of Hafez Rhamet, ſince in our alliance with 
him, the reputation of our national character is in- 
volved is every act which ſubjects his own to reproach; 
that I ſhall publicly exculpate this government from 
the imputation of aſſenting to ſuch a procedure, and 
I ſhall reſerve it as an objection to any future engage · 
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ments with him, when the preſent ſervice ſhall have | 


8 


been accompliſhed. 


XVIIIth. That I diſobeyed a Panding order of the Court 


of Directors, 1ſt, by not producing all my correſpon- 
dence with Mr. Middleton; the refigent at Oude, and 
with Colonel Champion, the commander in chief of the 
Army employed in the Robilla war, to the Secret Com- 
mittee; and, 2dly, by refuſing to produce the ſame 10 
the majority of the Council, . 


This Charge contains its own refutation in the terms 
of it; for the Company's orders of the 23d of March 
1770, Which relate expreſsly to letters written in cor- 
reſpondence with the country powers, have no relation 


to my correſpondence with Mr. Middleton and Colo- 


nel Champion; nor their inſtructions, dated the thir- 
tieth of March 1774, either to that correſpondence, or 
to any other which had paſſed antecedent to the re- 
ceipt of them. N „„ 


XIXth. That IT arrogated to myſelf dangerous Powers, 
by aſſerting that Mr. Middleton, the public Refident 
at Oude, was my official agent, and that, being fuch, 


3 1 was not obliged to communicate his correſpondence. 


I do not know whether to admit or deny this alle- 
pc for though I comprehend it in its direct con- 

ruction, I cannot draw any inference from it which 
can ſerve for the ground of an impeachment, or even 
of cenſure, But it alludes to my minute, dated the 
26th October 1774, No. 45 of the Appendix of the 
5th Report of the Secret Committee, eyery ſyllable of 
which I ayow; and unleſs a new inſtitute of morality 


| {hall be invented, for the purpoſe of proving me an 
offender againſt it, I deny that it contains a ſentiment 


or expreſſion. which is not conſiſtent with the moſt 
9 principles of obedience, integrity, faith, and 


* 
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XXth. That the Court of Directors, and afterwwardu 


the General Court of Proprietors, did unanimouſiy con- 
demn (along with my conduct relative to the Robilla 
treaty and war) my refuſal to communicate my whole 
correſpondence with Mr. Middleton to the Council; 
yet that I have never yet communicated the whole of 
any correſpoudence either to the Governor General and 


Council, or to the Court of Directors. 


Neither my reſpect for the Court of Directors, nor 
my gratitude and devoted attachment to the Court of 
Proprietors, ſhall reſtrain me from ſaying, that the 
firſt were partial judges, and that the laſt were incom- 


ee as wanting the means of information. The 
a 


tter part of this article is true, namely, that I have 
never yet communicated the whole of my correſpon- 
dence either to the Governor General and Council, or 
to the Court of Directors: but it is equally true, that 
the Court of Directors have never demanded it of me; 
and that I have uniformly oppoſed the right of the 
Council to exact it, which ſhould be firſt eſtabliſhed 
before the refuſal to them can be made a crime. How- 
- ever, the whole of this charge I ſhould preſume can- 
not properly come under the diſcuſſion of this honour- 
able Houſe; for in the very terms of it is - ſtated, 
that my conduct was enquired into both by the Di- 
rectors and Proprietors, my legal and ultimate judges, 
who both paſſed their cenſure upon it; and 1n that 
cenſure I received my puniſhment, 


HAVING now finiſhed my examination of the 
Charge in my reply to the material points which com- 
poſe it, I ſhall proceed to recite the particulars of the 
tranſaction to which they all bear a common relation, 
viz. the origin, deſign, progreſs, conclufion, and effects 
of the Rohilla war. Tv NE | 
In May 1771, the King quitted Illahabad, and threw 
himſelf into the arms of the Marattas. In a fev 
months afterwards he granted them funnuds, or chat- 
ters, for the provinces of Corah, Currah, and Illahabad, 


or the lands immediately fituated above the conflux of 
the 
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the rivers Ganges and Jumma, which we had before 
ziven to him. In January 1772, General Sir Robert 
5 5 met the Nabob Shujadowla, at Fyzabad, who 
propoſed various plans to cõunteract the ambitious de- 
ſigns of the Marattas, who were then preparing to in- 
vade Rohelcund. The General, by his own authority, 
ordered a battalion of Sepoys for the defence of the 
lines at Cawnpoor. The Governor (Mr. Cartier) and 
the Select Committee, on the 12th of February 1772, 
approved of the General's conduct, and authorized him 
to enter into negociations on the part of the Company 
in ſupport of the Nabob's views. 1 i 
On the 28th of January 1772, the General wrote to 
the Select Committee, that the Nabob wiſhed to pro- 
tect the Rohillas, and to treat with them, * which 
could not be done, he ſaid, without the conſent of the 
« Engliſh ;” for their letters“ were written to him in 
ce a ſtyle as if he was one and the ſame as the Engliſh ; 
c and he doubted that, without ſuch a concurrence, 
ce they meant to do nothing with him alone.” 5 9 
The dangerous conſequences portended from theſe 
alarming ſymptoms are ſtrongly deſcribed in the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter of the General to the Se- 
lect Committee, dated the 25th of February 1772. 
66 ſhould imagine that if the Marattas ſucceed in 
ce their attempts of croſſing the river, and make a 
ce rapid progreſs through the Rohilla country towards 
« the Vizier's territories, as they have already given 
«out that they intend cantoning at Lucknow, you 
ce will judge it neceſſary to advance a brigade nearer 
<« to his Excellency's dominions; for in this caſe the 
F approach of the Marattas will be very quick,” 
On the 28th of February the General wrote that 
the Marattas had made good their paſſage of the river, 
and given a total defeat to the Rohillas poſted at the 
fords to oppoſe them; that he had therefore ordered 
the brigade at Dinapore to march immediately towards 
the Vizier's dominions, excuſing his taking ſuch a ſtep 
without the authority of the Board, by © the exigency 
e , 1 | In | 
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. In. this part of the 5th Report of the Secret Com. 
mittee, from which I draw this recital, I miſs the Reply 
which was written to Sir Robert Barker's letter, but! 
recolle& that the Committee diſapproved of the march 
of the brigade, and countermanded it. 

On the gth of April the General wrote that “ the 
de Marrattas had applied to the Nabob Sujah Dowla 
cc to be the mediator of their differences with the Ro- 
16 hillas, to which he was much inclined,” and was not 
to be diverted from this ſcheme, though the General 
had ſtrenuouſly oppoſed it, and preſſed him, “ rather 
cc to form an alliance with the Rohillas ;” the Nabob 
inſiſting © that he had no choice; for he muſt either 
« join the Marattas in the total reduction of the Ro- 
cc hillas, or bring on a compromiſe between thoſe 
« powers; for the alternative was an attack on his 
c dominions after the reduction of the Rohillas,” 
unleſs (for fo the ſenſe follows in the conſtruction) 
« the Engliſh forces would join to ſupport him in the 
< undertaking,” preferably recommended by the Ge- 
„ neral; and that © he had therefore ſent Captain 
« Gabriel Harper to Hahz Rahmut, and would do an 
© his endeavours to procraſtinate this treaty until he *2 


tc received the Committee's inſtructions.“ ex 
On the 13th of April, 1772, I ſucceeded to the office 5, 
of Preſident of the Council of Fort William; and from WF 
that day only I date my ſhare of reſponſibility in the ll 
acts of the Government of Bengal. wy 
On the Zoth of the ſame month, the Select Com- * 
mittee, for the firſt time, entered into a conſideration Sir 
of the General's repeated references; and the ſenti- a N 
ments recorded by them on that occaſion moſt de- gu: 
cidedly mark heir may I be allowed to change the Pa 
perſon, and fay—* my** ſtrenuous adherence to the or 
cautious and defenſive ſyſtem enjoined by the Company. the 
We approved the General's © endeavours to diſſuade ref 
* the Vizier from entering into any negociations the 
de hich might lead to an alliance with the Maratras ; 2 
.« .Gace, we might by this means be precluded from Uo! 
« taking ſuch meaſures as the Company's. exact orders = 


E might render neceſſary. But we could on 


ES 

te of a promiſe being made to him of the junction of 
« our frees in the proſecution of an offenſive war; 
« the mare eſpecially, as the Court of Direckort, in their 
i Jetters by the Lapwing, had promiſed to furniſh us 
« with clear and. proc inſtructions repeBing bur carrys 
c ing hoſtilities againſt the Marattas at a diſtance from 
te our own borders; which,“ we added, might be 
te ſoon expected, but which never came. We ex< 
' preſſed ſome uneaſineſs at Captain Harper's depuration, 
and deſired that he might be recalled as ſoon as he 
conveniently could be, as we did not chuſe to “ appear 
te as principals in theſe negociations.” In the mean 
time, the meaſures purſued by Sir Robert had taken 
their courſe; and while I diſavow any concern in 
them, I may add, that they proved fortunate in their 
event. Captain Harper returned on the 2 iſt of May, 
after having prevailed on Hafiz Rahmut to agree to 4 
perſonal meeting with the Vizier; the conſequence of 
which was, that on the 17th of June a treaty of alli- 
ance was concluded and reciprocally interchanged be- 
tween the Rohilla Chiefs and the Nabob Sujah Dowla ; 
and a ſeparate agreement on the part of the Rohillas, 

to pay 40 lacks of rupees to the Nabob V1zier for the 
| expulſion of the Marattas, © whether effected by 
| © peace or war; ten lacks to be paid on the imme- 
te diate effect of his march, enabling the families of 
_ « the Rohillas to leave the woods, and return to their 
| © habitations;” the reſt in three years. 8 
Both deeds were executed in the preſence of General 
Sir Robert Barker, and his ſignature affixed to both as 
a witneſs to them. But the ſame act made him the 
guarantee of both; and virtually, by his repreſenta- 
tion, extended the ſame obligation to the Company; 
for it has been ſhewn, that he was the inſtrument of 
the negociation, and that the Rohillas themſelves had 

refuſed to treat with the Nabob alone, that is, without 
the junction of the Engliſh name and faith with his. 
Thus it appears, that by a regular and natural grada- 
tion of events, the government of Bengal found itſelf 
entangled in the firſt movements of a war which it had 
ſought to avoid, but which was in its principle and 
1 N | object 
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object defenſive; and though extending beyond the 
line of its preſcribed operations, had been recently 
marked out as an exception to it by the Court of 


Directors, in their general letter of the 28th of Auguſt E 
1771, which is that to which the Select Committee al- 
luded in their inſtructions to General Sir Robert Bark- 

er of the 3oth of April; and that whether the meaſures 

which led to this criſis of affairs were right or wrong, va 
or whether the events which produced it might or bu 
ought to have been diverted into another direction, I ex 
myſelf have no concern in either queſtion. The ap 
movements of the machine (if I may be allowed the ea 


figure) had received their firſt impulſe from other 
hands, before the charge of it could be affirmed in any 
ſenſe to have devolved to mine, and were independent 
of me. In this ſtate, progreſs, and direction, I re- 
ceived the ſhare allotted to me in its management; 
and to theſe, even in the ſubſequent conduct of it 
my judgment was neceſſarily compelled to bend itſelf, 
whether I approved of the paſt, or diſapproved it. 
I T entreat the permiſſion of this Honourable Houſe 
do proceed in my narrative in the words of my letter, 
written on the ſame ſubject, and for a ſimilar purpoſe, 
to the Court of Directors, on the 3d of December 
1774. Some claim I may be allowed to an indul- 
gence of time for my reply to the other multiplied and 
voluminous Charges exiſting againſt me; the labour- 
ed production of years requiring days for their refuta- 
tion: I ſhall hereby avoid the delays of reference and 
compilation, and can with confidence offer this reci- 
tal as genuine, ſince it was written with the freſh im- 
preſſion of the facts and events which appertain to it; 
and with it I ſhall cloſe my defence againſt the firſt 


Charge exhibited againſt me. 


r 


EXT RACT of a Letter to the Court of Directors, ; 
aated gd December, 1773. . 


In the beginning of the year 1772 the Marattas in- 
vaded the country of the Rohillas, which, after a ſhort 
but ineffectual oppoſition at Sukkertol, was left at large, 
expoſed to their ravages. The Vizier, alarmed at their 
approach to the only part of his dominions which was 
eaſily acceſſible by ſuch an enemy, applied with ſuch 
earneſtneſs to Sir Robert Barker, who was at that time 
with him, for the aſſiſtance of an Engliſh force, and 
the General thought the neceſſity ſo urgent, that of his 
own authority he ſent orders to the firſt brigade, which 
was ſtationed at Dinapore, to march inſtantly into the 
province of Oude. The Board, diſapproving this ir- 
regular proceeding, refuſed their confirmation of it, 
and the brigade having reached the length of Benaris, 
remained there till the beginning of june, and then 
returned to its former ſtation, The Vizier, availing 
himſelf of this movement, offered his protection to 
the Rohillas, and entered into à general treaty of al- 
liance with the chiefs of that nation, and a ſeparate one 
with Hafez Rhamet Cawn, their principal, who, in 
their name, and with their authority, engaged to pay 
him 40 lacks of rupees for that ſupport, whenever the 
Marattas evacuated the country. Tranſlations of both 
treaties are recorded at length in the conſultation of 
the 23d July, 1772, and the original of the letter is 
in the adtual poſſeſſion of the Secretary, atteſted by 
r who was preſent at the ratification of 

th. | | | | . 

On the approach of the rainy ſeaſon the Marattas 
evacuated the country, and the Vizier demanded the 
ſtipulated recompence from the Rohillas, but they 
evaded the payment. | Res 
In the latter end of 1772, the Marattas having ex- 
torted from the King a grant of the diſtricts of Corah 
and Kurrah, which had been ceded to him by the Com- 
pany for the expreſs purpoſe of maintaining his dignity, 

3 thns 5 were 
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were e to take poſſeſſion ; and as this acqui- 


fition would have made them maſters of the whole 
_ traft of country lying between the rivers Ganges and 
Jumna, and bordering upon the province of Oude, 
the Vizier again applied for aſſiſtance to repel ſuch dan- 
gerous neighbours. 

The proceedings of the late Council, in their ſecret 
department of. the 1ſt Feb. 1783, treat this ſubject very 
largely, and ſhow how much they conſidered not only 


the ſafety of the Vizier, but even of the Company's 


poſſeſſions, to be endangered by this formidable en- 
croachment of the Maratta ſtate. It was ultimate] 
eoncluded to comply with the requiſition of the Vizier, 
by ſending the firſt brigade for the protettion of his 
dominions againſt any attempt which the Marattas might 


make on them; and alſo determined to prevent their 


deſign on Corah, by taking prior poſſeſſion for the 
Company, who had certainly the beſt title to it when 


the King could no longer keep it. It was not to be 


ſuppoſed, that the Marattas would quietly ſubmit to 
the Foſs of a territory, which they had uſed the moſt 

perfidious means to obtain; and every precaution was 
3 neceſſary to guard againſt their efforts to re- 
cover it. 


The Company's orders of 28th Auguſt, 1771, ex- 


preſsly allowed the neceſſity of departing on ſome oe- 
caſions from the limited plan which they had for a long 
time paſt enjoined; and in conſequence, the Rohilla 
country, north of the Ganges, was included within the 
line of action preſcribed to the General in his inſtruc- 


tions; becauſe, if the Marattas, either by the defeat, 


or, Which was as likely io happen, by the deſertion of 


the Rohillas to their cauſe, ſhould gain a footing in 


that country, nothing could oppoſe their entering into 
the province of Oude, and laying it waſte, in ſpite of 
any attempt of our forces, united with the Vizier's, to 
prevent them, The map which accompanies. this, will 


demonſtrate the truth more powerfully than any verbal 


argument. 


It was not to be ſuppoled. that the Nlanmttas whoſe 
= ambition for ſome years 1 had ores to univerſal con- 
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queſt, and who had extended their arms from the cen- 
cer of the Balaghaut to the northern extremity of In- 
doſtan, ſhould fit down contented when they had added 
the Douab, Corah, and Allahabad to their dominions ; 
on the contrary, there was every reaſon to apprehend, 
and it was publicly reported in their own camp, that 
they would next carry their operations into the rol 
of the Vizier, and even into the Company's own pol- 
nent 1 Sg Wan wy 
On the grounds which I have deſcribed, it was 
agreed to maintain the province of Corah againſt the 
Marattas, and afterwards to extend our arms beyond 
the preſcribed line of the dominion of our ally into the 
Rohilla country, by a diſcretional latitude allowed the 
General, as above-mentioned, which he accordingly 
made uſe of, by marching the brigade as far as Ram- 
gaut ; and we have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe, that 
it was attended with every immediate advantage which 
we had projected from ſuch a meaſure, as the Marattas 
lay during the whole campaign of 1773 in the neigh- 
| bourhood of our army, but without daring either to 
| croſs the river, or to approach the borders of Corah'; 
and before the ſetting-in of the rains of that year, their 
domeſtic troubles obliged them to return to their own 
proper dominions. | 18 1 
Of the reſolution to enter the Rohilla country for 
its defence againſt the Marattas, the Court of Directors 
were firſt adviſed by the general letter by the 
of the giſt March, 1773, which 
arrived in England long before the departure of the 
tranſports. The effeQual protection then afforded the 
Rohillas, and the departure of the Marattas, having 
eſtabliſhed beyond all conteſt the right of the Vizier 
to the 40 lacks, which had been ſtipulated for this im- 
portant ſervice, and which, by the terms of the engage- 
ment, were really due the preceding year, on the re- 
treat of the Marattas from their country, he demanded 
payment of Hafez Rhamet Cawn, who refuſed it. The 
Vizter alſo accuſed him of having ſecretly encouraged 
the Marattas, and ſent them a ſupply of money; and, 
if I miſtake not, General Sir Robert Barker, in _ 
| 5 2 "ol 
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of his letters, mentions the ſame circumſtance. The 
plea of juſtice thus coinciding with the principles of 
ſound policy, which dittated to the Vizier the neceſſit 
of ſecuring himſelf againſt the intrigues and perfidy of 
the Rohillas, who, from their ſituation, were moſt ca- 
pable of hurting him in his conteſts with more powerful 
enemies, and from their natural weakneſs, and the jea. 
louſy inſeparable from it, would ever ſeek their lafety 
in fomenting or joining in attempts againſt him, he 
formed the deſign of invading and reducing their coun- 
try. As his own ſtrength was unequal to ſuch an un- 
dertaking, he ſolicited the aid of this government for 
effetting it, and made an offer of 50 lacks of rupees 
to be paid on his accompliſhment. As this propoſal 


was urged in the warmeſt terms, both in perſon to Sir 


Robert Barker, and in his letter to me, and this had 
long been a favourite project of the Vizier, the Board 
judged with me, that it might afford a fair occaſion to 
urge the improvement of our alliance, by obtaining his 
aſſent to a more equitable compenſation for the expence 
attending the aid which he occaſionally received from 
our forces, and to free the Company from the embar- 
raſſment to which they might be ſubjected by retaining 
the property and poſſeſſion of the remote diſtridts of 
Corah and Illahabad. For this purpoſe it was agreed, 
that I ſhould write the following letter to the Vizier, 
which I beg leave to quote at large, becauſe it fixes the 
| ſource of thoſe engagements, which took place by a 
progreſſive train of meaſures, and terminated in the 
Rohilla war; and will mark, at leaſt, that this was not 
the effect either of a precipitate and unweighed reſo- 
Jution, or a tame acquieſcence in the Vizier's ſchemes 
of ambition, but the reſult of a long deliberation, ori- 
ginally deviſed, and conſiſtently employed as an inſtru- 
ment of promoting the intereſt of the Company, or 
perpetuating the dependence of their ally, and con- 
yerting it to a channel of utility. 


| Fort William, 21ſt of April, 1773. 
6] have received your Excellency's letter, men- 


& tioning the particulars of your operations ne 
| | : | « the 
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« the Marattas. You promiſe to the General, that 


« Rohilla country, and Hafez Rhamet Cawn ſhall ful- 
« fil his agreement of 40 lacks of rupees, you will give 
« half that ſum to the Company; and that, ſhould: the 
« Rohilla Chiefs be guilty of a breach of their agree- 
« ment, and we will thoroughly exterminate them, and 
* ſettle your Excellency in the country, you will in 
e that caſe pay the Company 50 lacks of . rupees in 

ready money, and exempt them from the King's 
tribute. Upon the ſame ſubject the General has 
© alſo written to me fully. Every circumſtance which 
ou have written to me I conſider as a proof of the 
cordial attachment which ſubſiſts between us, and of 
the confidence and reliance which you place in the 

« friendſhip of the Engliſn Company; but the points 
* which you have propoſed require much conſidera- 
tion, and the previous ratification of a formal agree- 
* ment, before I can aſſent to them; otherwiſe I might 
«© incur the diſpleaſure of my employers. 
* It is true, that I have long thought that the union 
of the Rohilla country with your's, either by ſure 
and permanent obligation of friendſhip, or by re- 
ducing it to obedience, if they ſhould render ſuch an 
attempt juſtifiable by any att of enmity or treachery, 
would be an adviſeable point for you to attain ; be- 
cauſe by that means the defenſive line of your domi- 
nions would be completed, by including within it all 
« the land lying on that fide of the river Ganges, and 
you would be in no danger of an attack on that quar- 
ter, whenever the Marattas ſhould commit diſturb- 
ances in another. But it appears to me, that this is 
© an object not to be attained by an occaſional view of 
that country; and its diſtance from the provinces of 
Bengal will not admit of the continuance of the Eng- 
liſh forces longer than the period which remains of 
* dry weather. eee |: $44 
e You will pleaſe to remember they were ſent for 
your aſſiſtance, and to defend the province of Ko- 
rah againſt the Marattas. . Thus far only am I au- 
* thorized, by the commands of my ſuperiors, to em- 


<« ploy 


% whenever the Marattas ſhould be driven out of the 
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« .ploy.them beyond the limits of their own poſſeſſions; 

« and even this is the cauſe oſ an heavy loſs and riſk to 


* their affairs, eſpecially in the expences of their 
4 troops and ſtores, and in the abſence of fo great a 


« part of their force, which was originally deſtined for 


dhe ſole, defence of the countries dependant on 
* Bengal. rae 1 


% You have frequently repeated in your letters the 


ct remark, that to wait till the enemy was at your door, 


c and then to write for the aſſiſtance of our forces, 


« would anſwer no good purpoſe ; but that every year 
it the {ame cauſe would require their return to the {ame 


« ſeryice, and paſs without effecting any purpoſe of 


6 real advantage. My friend, all this is true; but it 
“ proceeds from the want of proper meaſures having 
cc 

<« ing on which affairs between us have been eſtabliſh- 
« ed, The concern which the Company take in your 
« ſafety, and the duties of friendſhip which their com- 
« mands and our own inclinations equally enjoin us 
© to obſerve inviolably to their allies, and eſpecially 


« to one ſo cloſely united by an approved attachment 


« to them, would not ſuffer us to withhold our aid 
« when your affairs require it; but it has always been 
ce with reluctance that we have ſuffered the army to 
c paſs the frontiers of our own country, becauſe the 


& Joſs and inconvenience attending it was certain; and 


« although, joined with your forces, there is no cauſe 
tc to fear the molt powerful efforts of our enemies, yet 
ec the events of war are at the diſpoſal of the Almigh- 
ce ty; and the only fruits which the moſt ſplendid ſuc- 
« ceſſes can afford us are, the reputation of having 
* maintained the faith of our alliance, in oppoſition to 


« every incentive of ſelf-intereſt and ſelf-defence. Thus 


« circumſtanced, we are precluded from deriving any 
« benefit from your ſupport ; and ours can only afford 
« you a relief from preſent danger, without any pro- 
« viſion of future ſecurity. For theſe reaſons, I have 
c often wiſhed for a perſonal interview with you, for 
„ the purpoſe of removing difficulties, and perpetuat- 

ing — with your Excellency on terms more 


en previouſly taken, and from the imperfe& foot- 


0 ſuu- 


e, ſuitable to our mutual intereſts. Your Excellency 
« alſo hath repeatedly expreſſed the ſame-inclination':' 
4 I therefore write, that if your affairs will at this ſea- 
« ſon admit of your giving me a meeting, I will haſten, 
to obtain it as ſoon as I am able, after the receipt 
« of your letter in reply to this; if otherwiſe, L muſt 
« wait for it at ſome more diſtant period, as the affairs 
ec of this government will indiſpenſibly require my pre- 
« ſence at this place after three or four months, and 
« it is uncertain when J ſhall again have an interval of 
«. ]eiſure for ſuch a journey, In the mean time, your 
_ « Excellency and the General are at a great diſtance 
« from the province of Corah, and the affairs of that 
« province require the preſence of a perſon on the 
« behalf of the Company, to regulate and take charge 
« of it, until it ſhall be hereafter determined in what 
« manner it ſhall be finally diſpoſed of. I have judged 
« it adviſeable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a Gen- 
ce tleman of the Council of Calcutta, on this ſervice, 
e and he will ſet out accordingly in a few days, which 
e I hope you will approve.” e | 


The allurement thus held out to the Vizier ſucceed- 
ed. He propoſed, in reply, a meeting with me at Be- 
naris, which took place accordingly. - I found him ſtill 
equally bent on the defign of reducing the Rohillas, 
which I encouraged, as I had before done; by dwelling 
on the advantages which he would derive from its ſuc- 
ceſs; but objeQing with great force the orders of the 


conqueſt ; to which I therefore could not affent, with- 
out ſuch conditions obtained in return for it as might 
obviate their diſpleaſure, and win their ſanction to ſo 
hazardous and unauthorized a meaſure. I fear not to 
quote theſe expreſſions, addreſſing myſelf to fair and 
unbiafſed Judges, who will not infer my real ſenti- 
ments from the ſtyle and arguments of a political ne- 
gociation, : . | e OR 

told him, that the Company had drawn themſelves. 
into great .diſtreſs by the enormous load of their mili- 
tary expences, one entire brigade being kept up 9 | 
| ont F ole 


Company, reſtricting us from ſuch remote ſchemes of - 
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ſole purpoſe. of maintaining a connettion with hin! | 


ſince it was uſeleſs and unneceſſary to the protection of 


our own provinces. That if he wiſhed, therefore, to 


avail himſelf of our aid, either in preventing, or even 


in repelling the deſigns of his enemies, he muſt agree 
to bear a more equal ſhare of the burden ef this ex- 


pence, by paying the whole charge' of the forces lent 


him for this ſervice, while they were ſo employed. To 


this, after much contention, he aſſented; and the ſum 


of 210, 00 rupees, which the General computed to be 


the amount of the expence, was fixed as the monthly 


ſubſidy to be paid for, the brigade, whenever it ſhould 


paſs the borders of the province of Bahar, on his re- 
quifition. Having obtained this point, which I conſi- 
dered in the light of a perpetual military fund, I eaſily 


yielded my affent to the Rohilla plan, on the ſtipulation 


of forty lacks for its accompliſhment : ten lacks being 
dedufted from his firſt offer, on account of the diffe- 
rence which had taken place in the ſubſidy. 4 
This argument was no ſooner made than he ſuddenly 
repented, deſired to decline the war with the Rqhillas 
till a more favourable conjuntture, when he ſhould be 
leſs embarraſſed by other engagements ; agreeing, how- 
ever, to the monthly ſubſidy, whenever his future oc- 


caſions ſhould oblige him to require the aid of our 


forces. Thus the Rohilla plan remained rather ſuſ- 
pended than wholly, abandoned, although it was left 
optional in our Government to rejett or aſſent to it on 
a future occaſion. Meſſrs. Lawrell and Vanſittart, who 
were with me-at the time, and to whom I made a daily 
communication, in writing, of the ſubſtance of every 
converſation which paſſed between the Vizier and my- 
ſelf, will vouch for the literal truth of this narrative, as 
correſponding with what I then repeated to them; and 
I believe it will appear from it, that although I had not 
engaged the Government, by any expreſs obligation, to 
comply with any future application of the Vizier to 
ſupport his pretenſion on the Rohillas, yet, as the moſt 
effential article of the Treaty had originated from this 
delign, and had been yielded to in conſideration of my 
agreement to engage in it, it would have been diſho- 
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nourable to decline the undertaking, when propoſed 


under circumſtances as favourable to its ſucceſs, and 


the general intereſts of the Company, as they were 
when I firſt offered to engage in it. Soon after my 


return to Calcutta, the Vizier renewed the propoſal for 


invading the Rohillas; and repeated his deſire of en- 
gaging in it on the conditions before agreed upon. A 


variety of arguments concurred to favour it at this par- 


ticular time, none to oppoſe it. The Marattas were ſo 


much occupied by their own diſſenſioris, that they could 


not even defend their poſſeſſions in the Douab, much 
leſs were they likely to interrupt our operations againſt 
the Rohillas: The King had no means of interference 
but by his General, Nudgeff Cawn, for whoſe attach- 
ment we had ſtronger ſecurity in his intereſt, and in 
his fear of his rival, Abdul Ahed Cawn, than his maſter 
had in his allegiance. The Rohillas were too weak to 
reſiſt ſo powerful an attack; and as their country was 
open and undefended, either by defiles, woods, or for- 
treſſes, and in its greateſt extent did not exceed 200 


miles, its entire ſubjettion did not require any length 


of tant. re”, 
To theſe inducements, which apply only to the ſuc- 


_ ceſs of the undertaking, other motives, equally power- 


ful, engaged our attention to it, as a meaſure neceſſary 
to the intereſts and ſafety of the Company. 
All our advices, both public and private, repreſented 
the diſtreſſes of the Company at home as extreme. 
The letters from the Court of Directors called upon 
us moſt loudly for ample remittances, and a reduttion 
of our military expences. At the ſame time, ſuch was 
the ſtate of affairs in this Government, that for many 
ycars palt the income of the year was found inadequate 
to its expence; to defray which, a heavy bond debt, 
amounting at one time to an hundred and twenty-five 
lacks of rupees, had accumulated. The Board had be- 
llowed much labour and time in the retrenchment of 
their expences, but much remained yet to be done; 
and the regulations which they had already formed, re- 
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By allowing the Vizier the military aid which he re. 
' quired, a ſaving of near one-third of our military ex. 
ences would be effected during the period of ſuch a 
ervice ; the ſtipulation of forty lacks would afford an 
amply ſupply to our treaſury, and to the currency of 
the country ; the Vizier would be freed from a trouble- 
ſome 1 and his dominions would be made 
more defenſible, while his alliance with the Company 
ſubſiſted, by being completely ſhut in between the river 
Ganges and the mountains; and his dependence on 
the Company would be increaſed by that extenſion of 
his poſſeſſions, as he himſelf was incapable of defending 
even his ancient poſſeſſions without our ſupport. 

For a more ample diſcuſſion of theſe arguments, I 
| beg leave to refer to the conſultation in the Secret De- 
partment of the 26th November 1773; in which it was 

concluded, after a long debate, to conſent to the Vi- 
zier's requiſition. As a precaution againſt any effeds 
which were to be apprehended from the Vizier's irre- 
ſolution, the conditions originally accepted for this en- 
gagement were dictated to him in the form of a letter 
to be written by him, in which a clauſe was inſerted, 
that whether the country was conquered, or a peace 
concluded between him and the enemy, the ſtipulation 
_ the payment of forty lacks ſhould become equally 

e. Fe 5 3 

Of this engagement I ſhall ſpeak more hereafter, 

On the 24th February, 1774, the fecond brigade ar- 

rĩved within the territory of the Vizier.— On 17 April, 
the united forces entered the borders of the Rohilla do- 
minions; and, on the 23d of the ſame month, engaged 
and defeated the Rohillas, with the death of their 
leader, Hafez Ramet Cawn. From that period the 
_ conqueſt of that country may be dated, no material op- 
poſition having been ſince made. hs 3 


— 


On the 6th of October, the war was finally con- 
cluded by the treaty with Fyzoolla Cawn. Fifteen 
| lacks of rupees, which he engaged to pay the Vizier in 
ready money, were to be immediately appropriated to 
the payment of part of the ſtipulation of forty lack due 
Atom the Vizier to the Company; and we are inforn- 
. . ed 
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ed; that the Vizier has returned with expedition ta Fy- 
zabad, for the expreſs purpoſe of diſcharging the re» 


mainder. * 0 | 
9 The ſubſidy had been punRQually paid to the end of 
September, by the laſt advices received on that ſubject 
from Colonel Champion, dated 24th October. 
I now proceed to anſwer the objections which have 
been urged againſt the propriety of this undertaking. 
Theſe may be reduced to the following heads ; 


. aft. That it was contrary to the expreſs, peremptory, 
and repeated orders of the Company. SE cel 
2d. That it was contrary to the repeated declarations 
and promiſes of the Board. 3 | | 
3d. That it was unjuſt. | 1 
| 4th. That it expoſed the Company to the hazard of 
an indefinite or an endleſs war. Mi > 
sth. That it might have involved the Company in a 
war with the Marattas, and may ftill draw on us their 
future reſentment. 8 | 
'Gth. That by the removal of a third part of the 
. whole military eſtabliſhment to ſo great a diſtance, our 
own provinces were expoſed to danger. 
tk. That by aggrandizing the Vizier, it might ren- 
der him a dangerous neighbour, and deprive the.Com- 
pany of the benefits of his alliance. a; 
8th. That it was reſolved on precipitately without a 
formal treaty, the conditions of it appearing only in a 
letter from the Vizier, where they are looſely expreſſed, 
and liable to evaſion. —© th 3 
9th. That the condition which the Vizier expreſſes, 
that the brigade ſhould never depart without his per- 
miſſion, was an inſtance of arrogance in him, and of an 
unbecoming ſubmiſſion in the late Adminiſtration, and 
might prove the cauſe of their being detained for ever. 


In the above Articles, I have not confined myſelf to 

the public records, but have endeavoured to collect the 

ſubſtance of all I have ſeen or heard upon this fide of 
the argument, and have choſen to clothe it in my own 
language; that which I * found prepared ſor me 


OI 
not being i in every influntes ſuch as 4 allow myſelf td 
uſe, even in retaliation of perſonal injury, much leſs in 
application to meaſures which immediately regard 4 
ſelf. 


I ſhall reply ſeparately to each. 
Firſt. I have read over, with great attention, all the 


letters which have been received from the Honourable 
Court of Directors ſince the year 1769, and long ago 
abſtracted all the paragraphs written within that period 
upon the ſubje of the Company's political concerns, 
thofe having 5 given me for my ſpecial guidance in 
my negociations with the Vizier the laſt year at Be- 
nares. 
I find nothing contained in any of theſe which ex. 
preſsly applies to the caſe in queſtion. I meet with in. 
. n to avoid new connections. 


} 


* To avoyr to keep peace in Bengal, and with | 
« the neighbouring powers, and to confine our views 
« to the ſecurity and tranquillity of Bengal; not 
te to acquire further poſſeſſions, but to advert to the | 
e good management of thoſe which we have; to in- 
ce cline. to thoſe few Chiefs of Indoſtan, who are in a 
fc condition to ſtruggle with the Marattas; to defend 
de the King's perſon, and the diſtricts of Corah and} 
« Allahabad, which is mentioned as an exception to 
ce their limited plan; to make known to the powers of 
India, that it is by no means the intention of the 
« Company to encroach upon their neighbours, or to 
% acquire an extenſion of dominion by conqueſt : That 
they regard, with a jealous eye, the increaſing power 
« of the Marattas; and that it would be bad policy to 
i take part in any operations, which might weaken the 
* few remaining Chiefs who are in a condition to op- 
« . their encroachments.“ 


* 


| But the following extracts are ſo pointedly oppoſite 
to the ſubjeR, that I ſhall take the liberty to Je them 
at large, : 

2 It is with the moſt ſerious concern ve learn from 
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r had ſpread ſuth a terror and deſpondence into the 
« minds of thoſe Powers which were the remoter bar- 
« rier of our poſſeſſions, that the irreſolution and timi- 
« dity of the moſt potent of them have given riſe to 
« ſuch ſucceſſes, as have encouraged the Marattas to 
« jnvade the dominions of the King, and lay claim to 
« part of the territory of Sujah Dowlah. | 
_ « But the condudt of the Rohillas and J auts is rather 
« a matter of concern than ſurprize to us, as the King 
« and Sujah Dowlah negletted that occaſion. to unite 
« with thoſe powers effeQtually to repel the common 
« diſturbers of the empire, and -confine- them within 
« the limits of their former poſlefſhons. 
* To whatever cauſes this general timidity or ſu- 
« pineſs may have been owing, we find ourſelves 
« equally affected, and the tranquillity of the provinces 
endangered thereby; but as the projets of the King, 
ec or the condutt of the Vizier, are at preſent too myl- 
< terious for us to decide on the motives of their inac- 
« tivity, and as we know not what alliances may be 
« formed to juſtify us in carrying our arms beyond the 
.« bounds of their dominions, we are prevented from 
* propoſing any preciſe plan for your guidance in this 
« reſpect; but ſhould your ſubſequent- advices enable 
us to form a more certain judgment of the expedi- 
« ency of departing from the plan we laid down, we 
« ſhall communicate to you, by ſome early convey- 
* ance, how far we may be diſpoſed to carry our arms 
beyond the bounds of the provinces, or the territories 
« of our allies, and become the parties in an offenſive 
4 war. | e e e | 4 
eln the mean time, ve truſt your ſole objeQs will 
be the ſecurity of our poſſeſſions, and thoſe of the 
Powers with whom we are connected both by treaty 
© and intereſt; and as this appears to have been the 
* guide of your conduct upon the Marattas invading _ 
_ © the province of Corah, we with pleaſure approve the 
* meaſures you have taken for defending the domi- 
* nions of the King and Vizier from their inroads and 
** depredations; more eſpecially, as thoſe meaſures are 
not only juſtified by neceſſity, but are within 1 ; 
5 . ce line 


2 HL: 
* line which we have preſcribed for your condudt in 
* ſuch a conjuncture. 2 2 MY 
The line of neutrality is ſtill recommended, but 
* the Board are authorized to depart from it whenever 


- © the intereſts of the Company ſhall be endangered, or 


* ſhall materially require it.“ 


The directions promiſed us in the letter of the 28th 
of Auguſt, 177 1, have never yet been ſent us, nor have 
we ſince received any further lights to guide us on this 
important ſubjea, which I preſume to place to the ac- 


count of the troubles which have embarraſſed the Com- 


pany at home. | | 5 
From the above quotations, and the conſiſtency 
which ſtrongly marks all the orders on this ſubject, I 
apprehend it will clearly appear, that the principle pri- 
marily inſiſted upon by the Honourable Court of Di- 
-reQors, reſpeQting their political and military opera- 
tions, was to avoid the extenſion of territory, and this 
we have never attempted. F 

The prohibition of military expeditions, undertaken 
beyond the preſcribed bounds of their own provinces, 


and thoſe of their allies, on prudential and cautionary 


motives, or other cauſes, independent of territorial 
uifitions, is only to be inferred from the tenor and 
tendency of their reaſonings on the former ſubjea. 

It is evident, that it was not from inattention that 


their orders never expreſſed a prohibition of this kind, 


but that they rather avoided it from a convittion that 
ijt might be ſometimes neceſſary, and becauſe it would 
have been difficult to mark the limitations of it. 

This concluſion I draw, not only from the two laſt 
Paragraphs of their orders, which I have quoted at 
length, and which were dictated by the experiences of 
paſt advices, and a more intimate conſideration of the 


ſubjea, but even from their orders fo far back as the 


goth of June, 1769; in which, having declared againſt 
an extenſion of poſſeſſions in the firſt paragraph, the) 
add in the third their“ opinion, that the moſt pru- 
dent ſyſtem they could purſue, and the moſt likely to 
* be attended with a permanent ſecurity to the pro- 
5 | : s vinces, 
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«. yinces, would be to incline to thoſe Chiefs of In- 
« doſtan who yet preſerve an independence of the 
« Maratta power, and are in a condition to ſtruggle 
« with them.” . ET 
But in the two laſt of the above quotations there is 
no occaſion of logical ſurmiſes to diſcover the inten- 
tions of the Honourable Court of Directors; they tell 
us plainly, that it is their wiſh © to confine their views 
« to the ſecurity of their own poſſeſſions, and thoſe of 
« their allies; but that they foreſee the neceſſity, in 
« certain caſes, of carrying their arms beyond thoſe 
« bounds, and of becoming parties in an offenſive 
te war ;” and they promiſe us an early communication 
of their inſtructions with regard to the lengths to which 
they will allow this dottrine to be extended. In their 
letter to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, they au- 
thorize them, in expreſs terms, © to obſerve no longer 
the neutrality ſo heartily wiſhed for by them, in caſe 
« they ſhould judge it neceſſary for their intereſts to 
| « depart from it.“ And it is not to be fuppoſed, that 
the Court of Directors would recommend one line of 
conduct for their government of Fort St. George, and 
art oppoſite one for Bengal: much leſs that they would 
adinit of ſuch a deviation from their former pacific 
plan on merely political motives, attended with an heavy. 
expence, and yet prohibit it under. circumſtances 
which, in addition to the fame motives, have every 
conſideration of economy to recommend it, with the 
proſpect of an increaſe to their finances, at a time when 
their diſtreſſes both at home and abroad, ſo urgently 
required ſuch an increaſe, and their moſt peremptory 
commands (as I have already obſerved) rendered it 
the firſt object of our attention. "609 | 

l preſume to affirm, both for myſelf and the other 
Members of the late Council, that no period of the 
Company's annals has been more evidently charac- 
| terized by an exact ſubmiſſion to their commands, than 
that in which I have had the honour to preſide in the 
adminiſtration ; and for the truth of this I dare appeal 
to the Honourable Court of Directors. But in caſes 
t which their commands do not ſpecially apply, 10 


. 


bs 
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adopt ſuch meaſures as at the ſame time approach near. 


eſt to the ſpirit of their general inſtruQions, and tend 00 
moſt to the advancement of their intereſts, is the faireſſ 40 
teſt both of our obedience and fidelity. Wa a 
Me might have ſuffered the Marattas, under cover & 
of the King's grant, to take poſſeſſion of Corah and « 
Allahabad, to have allied themſelves to the Robillas, ” 
or eſtabliſhed themſelves in that territory, and lain with « 
their armies unmoleſted on the borders of the open « 
country of our ally, the Vizier, till they had completed 4 
every preparation for invading it. Such a forbearance « 
might perhaps have been vindicated by the plea, that 4 
the Company had dae wre, at the diſtance of two years 4 
preceding it, to furniſh us with their inſtructions for a 40 
different conduct; and that, wanting thoſe inſtructions, 4 
we took for our rule their lateſt orders on the ſubjett, 4 
which enjoined us to confine our views to the bare ſe- c | 
curity of our own poſſeſſions, and thoſe of our allies. « x 
This might have been a ſure way to guard our cha- << ; 
raters againſt legal imputation, although in- fa it 1 
would have been inconſiſtent with the ſecurity required. boa 
But it is not by ſuch cold and prudential] cautions that ters 


the Britiſh name has acquired ſuch luſtre in India, nor 

that the Britiſh empire in Bengal is likely to be per- 

etuated ; neither is this the conduct which the Com- 
ny demands of us; their orders are informed by 2 
more liberal ſpirit, and allow, in ſuch caſes as are not 
reducible to fixt and invariable poſitions, a diſcretional 

latitude for the zeal of their ſervants to exert itſelf for 
their ſecurity. I cannot better illuſtrate this, than by 
following the extra& of their general letter, dated the 
goth of June, 1769, paragraph 5. © We eſteem our- 
<« ſelves bound by treaty to protett the King's per- 
«fon, and to ſecure him the poſſeſſion of the Corah 
„ and Allahabad diſtrias. When we wrote, the 11th 
« of November, 1768, we apprehended the conle- 
* quences of keeping the brigade at-Allahabad would 
« be creating in Sujah Dowlah a jealouſy that would 
« involve-us in freſh troubles, having at that time no 
*« cauſe to eſteem him an enemy; but, impreſſed as 
* you were with an opinion of his hoſtile . 
| e an 


6 ; 


% admit.” 


„ and growing ſtrength, at the time of the diſpatch of 


« the Valentine, we ſhall not blame your caution for 


« deferting the execution of our orders for its removal; 
te nor ſhall we at this time attempt to give poſitive 
ce directions for your conduct, which in ſuch critical 
« caſes 'ought ſeldom to be done, and in which the 
« ſituation of affairs may be varied by unforeſeen 
« events, at the very moment we are writing; but hav- 
« ing given you, with as much preciſion as poſſible, 


| « a general view of the ſyſtem by which we wiſn to 


« have our affairs regulated, we muſt leave it to you to 
« improve, to the utmoſt of your power, every oppor- 
« tunity of drawing towards that point; and whenever 
« you think yourſelves obliged, for our ſecurity, upon 
« emergent occaſions, to adopt meaſures of a contrary 
« tendency, you are to give us very full reaſons for 
« ſuch a deviation, and endeavour to return to the 
« path we have marked out as ſoon as circuſtances will 


- 2d. The ſecond objection is partly true. The 
board have repeatedly declared, in their general let- 
ters to the Court of Directors, their intentions to ad- 
here to the defenſive plan recommended to them, and 
to confine their military operations within the limits 
of the Vizier's territories, and ſuch were their determi- 
nations when thoſe letters were written; but, at thoſe. 
times, they had not fully experienced the inconve- 
niencies which attended our engagements with the 
Vizier in the proſecution of that ſyſtem, nor had the re- 
medy occurred which ſince preſented itſelf, in the 
conditions offered for proſecuting the Rohilla enter- 
prize, and which has been ſucceſsfully applied. Our 
treaty of alliance obliged us to ſupport the Vizier, 
when his poſſeſſions were threatened with invaſion, at 
an heavy increaſed military expence, and the exporta- 
tion of our currency with our troops. For three ſue- 
cellive years theſe inconveniencies had recurred, and 
it was impoffible to ſay how often they might recur. 
At laſt an occaſion took place, when, by a ſlight de- 
Nation from the defenſive plan, our alliance with the. 
Vizier might be converted * ſolid advantages, the 
5 A | em- 


_ urged us to ſhun every military expedition, namely, 


- propriety of it, from the declaration made by them 


which was done with much management, and the pro- 


\T I 
employment of our troops, made to ſave near a third 
part of our military expences, and the ſueceſs of their 
operations to bring a large flow of currency, not only 
into the Company's territories, but into their trea- 
ſury : in effect, the very ſame reaſons which before 


the expence attending it, and the exportation of our 
currency, now operated in the contrary direction, 
and recommended the employment of our army for 
the purpoſes of reducing our expences, and adding to 
our currency, = 9 0 £2890 995 
- The preceding argument reſpects only: the general 
ſubject of foreign expeditions. It has been urged alſo, 
as an argument againſt the particular caſe in queſtion, 
that the board, when they adopted the meaſure of the 
Rohilla war, were themſelves convinced of the im- 


repeatedly, in their letters to the Court of Directors, 
of their wiſh and hope that it might not take place. 
Upon this I beg leave to offer the following re- 
flestion s 4 5 


A conſiſtency of meaſures, is difficult to be pre- ce 
ſerved among a body of men, becauſe an accidental 64 

majority may occaſionally decide for contrary reſolu- & , 
tions; yet ſuch a caſe has never happened at our board. E 


A conſiſtency of opinions is not to be expected: The 
propoſition for the Rohilla war, after having paſſed 
the Select Committee, was debated for three ſucceſſive 
days in council, in which the board met, as I recol- 
lect, both morning and evening to diſcuſs it; no 
two members agreed exactly in opinion, and it was 
diſncult to reconcile them; at laſt they came to a final 
agreement, to leave it to me to accommodate my own 
as ncarly as I could to the collective ſenſe of the whole; 


2ofition was agreed to in the manner in which it ſtands 

10 conſultation: 26th November 1773. 
My ſentiments were the fame invariably-from the 
beginning, as will be ſeen from my report to the Board 
of my proceedings at Benares, and my minute entered 
in the conſultation above referred to. Private letter 8. 

4 4 1 Fe are 


this occaſion I cannot produce a-ſtronger, both of mp - + 9 


and expences.” 


1%] 


are not commonly admiſſible as auth 


rities; but off 


own fixed opinion from the firſt movement of this pro- 
poſition, and of the apprehenſion which influenced the 
Board, and, I confeſs myſelf, . alſo againſt it, than in 

the following extract of a letter which I wrote to a 


Gentleman in the Direction by the firſt diſpatch after 
my return from Benares:— I was glad to be freed 
« from the Rohilla expedition, becauſe: I was doubt- 
« ful of the judgment which would have been paſſe 


be upon it at home, where I ſee too much ſtreſs laid 


« upon general maxims, and too little attention given 

cc to the circumſtances which require an exception to 

« be made from them., Beſides this, an opinion ſtill 

te prevails of the Vizier's great power, and his trea- 
© cherous deſigns againſt us; and 1 cannot expect 
<* that my word ſhould be taken as a proof of their 

c non-exiſtence: On the other hand, the abſence of 

« the Marattas, and the weak ſtate of the Rohillas, 


c promiſed an eaſy conqueſt of them; and I own, 


« that ſuch was my idea of the Company's diſtreſs at 

* home, added to my knowledge of their wants abroad, 
that I ſhould have been glad of any occaſion to em- 

ee ploy their forces, which ſaves ſo much of their pay + 
When the meaſure was determined upon, and we 
had come to a general agreement, I was averſe-to in- 
troduce any new ſubject of debate, and therefore eaſily 
acquieſced in the expreſſion of a wiſh entertained by 
the Board, which might be conſtrued as inconſiſtent - 


with the reſolution we had taken. My ſentiments of 


the propriety of the expedition had undergone no 
change ; bur I will not deny, that I felt myſelf in- 
fitnenced by the ſame fears which operated in the other 
Members of the Council, that the propriety of the 
meaſure might not be ſeen in the ſame light by our 
conftituents ; which we knew, from the temper of the 
times, might not only draw upon us their fevere re- 
ſentment, but aggravate the load of popular odium 
which has of late fallen on their ſervants; and, if 1 


t 66-7 
miſtake not, theſe reaſons are aſſigned in expreſs terms 
Upon our . 20 


ad. The engagements between the Vizier and the 
Rohillas, which have been already quoted, ſufficiently 
evince the juſtice of the artack upon them. They 


agreed to make him an acknowledgment of 40 lacks of 


rupees upon certain conditions—he performed thoſe 


conditions ; and they refuſed ayes of the money 


they had promiſed. 


4th. No political tranſaction can be mathematically 


demonſtrated to be totally free from danger. The 
probable advantages muſt be weighed againſt the pro- 
bable diſadvantages: When the preſent meaſure was 


undertaken, there was every reaſon to expect that it 


would be ſpeedily brought to an happy concluſion ; 
and the event has proved that our expectations were 
well grounded. 


5th. The Marattas did not poſſeſs, nor had any 


claim upon any part of the Rohilla country on the 
north of the Ganges, when we undertook to aſſiſt the 
Vizier in the conqueſt of it. They might with much 


more reaſon have attacked us for oppoſing them in 


their deſigns on the Corah diſtricts, of which they had 
obtained a grant from the King; but in fact, a timid 
conduct would have been more likely to involve us 
in a war with them, than either of theſe meaſures. 


Had they been allowed to ſubdue the Corah diſtrict 


and the country of the Rohillas, the Vizier's territory 
would have been open to their incurſions; their nu- 
merous horſe might have plundered it, in ſpite of the 
efforts of our infantry, and their continued ravages 
might have obliged him to come to an accommoda- 
tion with them, as was once apprehended, on terms 


which would have afforded them an eaſy entrance into 


our own provinces. In ſhort, we are much better ſe- 


cured againſt their attacks than we otherwiſe ſhould 
have been ; and the better we are ſecured, the leſs 


will they be — to attack us. R 
6th, 


\ 
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sth. In reply to this objection, I will in the firſt 

place affirm, that, merely for the defence of our own® - 
| provinces, two brigades upon the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment are ſufficient; a third is neceſſary to add to our 
influence amongſt the powers of Indoſtan, to ſupport 


our alliance with the Vizier, and to anſwer other exi- 

ies which may happen at a more remote period of 
time. Upon the late occaſion, when the Rohulla ex- 
pedition was undertaken, our apprehenſions of an in- 


vaſion from the French had entirely ceaſed ; the diſ- 
ſenſions among the Marattas fully employed them at 
home, and are mentioned among the ſecondary in- 
ducements in favour of the undertaking ; there was na 
other enemy from whom we could have the leaſt ap- 


prehenſion of danger. Such was the occaſion to be 
embraced for effecting our purpoſe, by a temporary 
employment of a third part of our forces; and under 
ſuch circumſtances (even without reckoning upon the 
acquiſition which was the immediate object of the en- 


terprize, to reduce the Company's military expences, 
by employing that proportion of their troops which 


was ſuperfluous for the purpoſe of their own defence) 
was a great and manifeſt advantage; but when the ſti- 
pulaced acquiſition of 40 lacks, and the political ad- 
vantages reſulting from the meaſure, are ſuperadded, 
the viſionary idea of danger, which did not exiſt even 
in imagination at the time the expedition was under- 
taken, can have no weight as an objection ; eſpecially 


as, from our own knowledge of the open and defence. 


leſs ſtate of the Rohilla country, we were morally cer- 
tain that the undertaking would ſoon be brought to 


an iſſue. By our ancient treaty with the Vizier, we 


are bound to aſſiſt him with our forces within his pa- 


ternal dominions ; and the diſtance between their bor- 


ders and the remoteſt part to which our troops have 
marched is only 200 miles. I will only add, that fo 
long as no immediate danger threatens our own pro- 


vinces, it is my earneſt wiſh that one of our three bri- 


gades might conſtantly be employed with the Vizier, 
as well to fave ſo large a proportion of expence to the 


Com- 


1 wo . 
; Company, as to prevent the 111 conſequences of total 
activity to our army. | 


th. The addition of territory and: wg the 
Vizier, inſtead of raiſing him to be a dangerous neigh- 
bour, ſerves to render him more dependent upon us 
than before; as he has more occaſion for our aſſiſtance 
to enable him to maintain it, and to ſupport him 

ainſt the claims of other powers. If his increaſe gf 
wealth be an object of jealouſy, let it be conſidered 
how largely the Company ſhare in it. From Septem- 
ber, 1773, to September, 1775, the ſums we have to 
receive from him, by our Jate W amount 
to 130 lacks of ace. 


Sch. I have already remarked, that the firſt propo- 
ſition for the Rohilla war was made by the Vizier, in 
a letter which I received from him in June, 1773; 
that it was employed afterwards in the negociations 
at Benares, as an inftrument for winning his conſent 
to the payment of the full expences of the troops em- 
ployed 1n his ſervice; and that it was not finally re- 
folved on till the 26th November, after the moſt 
ample diſcuſſion in the Select Committee and in the 
1 it was not, therefore, precipitately reſolved 
It is true, that no formal treaty was executed 

* the conditions on which we were to aſſiſt the Vi- 
zier; nor did the occaſion, which was only temporary, 
require it. The multiplication of treaties weakens 
their efficacy, and therefore they ſhould be reſerved 
only for very important and permanent obligations. 
The form which was dictated to the Vizier for the 
Jetter which was to deſcribe the conditions of this 
engagement, It is true, is not of itſelf ſufficiently 
clear; but it is explained by my letter which accom- 
nied it, and the reference therein made to the con- 
ditions which had been formerly propoſed at Benares, 
as they ſtood in the three firſt Articles of the draft 
which had been prepared for the treaty . before the 
Rohilla expedition was ſuſpended. For the fuller 


elucidation of the ſubject, theſe Articles are lob 
UD- 


„„ 
ſubjoined. The two firſt had been agreed to by the 
Vizier; to the third he objected, wiſhing rather ta 
engage for the payment of the whole fum at once, 
when the conqueſt was completed, Ir is fortunate 
that the latter mode was adopted; the completion of 
the conqueſt having been actually effected, and the 
ſtipulation, although objected to by the Vizier when 
firſt demanded, after the defeat of the Rohillas, hav- 

ing ſince been acknowledged by him to be due. 


7 be three firſt arti cles of the firſt draught of the treaty. 


1, « Whereas the Rohilla Chiefs, in the month of 
« Tune 1772, entered into a treaty with the Vizier, in 
ec the preſence and with the concurrence of General 
« Sir Robert Barker, by which they engaged to pay 
« him 40 lacks of rupees for his aſſiſtance againſt the 
« Marattas, and which treaty they have treacherouſly 
« broken; it is therefore agreed, that a brigade of the 
« Company's forces ſhall join the Vizier, and aſſiſt to 
e puniſh them, and that he ſhall pay the whole of its 
© expence. By a brigade is meant two battalions of 
« Europeans, one company of Artillery, and fix bat- 
* talions of Sepoys; and the expence is ſettled at 
© Sonaut rupees 2,10,000 per month. The Compa- 
W © ny's troops ſhall not croſs the Ganges, nor march 
« beyond the foot of the hills. The Vizier ſhall re- 
* tain as his own that part of the Rohilla country 
* which lies on the north eaſt ſide of the Ganges; but, 
ce in conſideration of the Company's relinquiſhing all 
« claim to fhare in the ſaid country, although it 1s to 
be conquered by their joint forces, the Vizier en- 
« gages to make them an acknowledgment of forty _ 
“ lacks of rupees, and in future to defray the whole 
* expence of the Company's troops, agreeable to the 
* date abovementioned, whenever he has occaſion for 
** their aſſiſtance, notwithſtanding it is ſtipulated in 
the ſecond article of the treaty of Allahabad, con- 
* cluded by the Vizier and the Company on the 16th 
*, Auguſt 1765, that he ſball pay only their extraordi- 

| 1 ” hs 
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e. nary charges, 
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>. „The Vizier may retain the brigade aforeſaid on 
the abovementioned terms as long as he ſhall require 
« jr, unleſs it ſhall be neceſſary to recall it for the de- 
« fence of the Company's own territories ; and he may 
t employ them for the protection of any part of his 
t country; but they ſhall be kept together in one 
t body, and not diſperſed on different commands, ex- 
A cept ſuch detachments as the commanding officer 
<« ſhall judge neceſſary in the time of actual ſervice. 
< He may return the whole or part of the ſaid brigade 
« whenever he has no further occaſion for their ſer. 
* yices,' and he ſhall ceaſe to defray their expences as 
ic ſqon as they ſhall enter the province of Bahar. But 
* as the Company cannot riſk the credit of their 
« arms, by allowing a ſmaller force to remain with the 
% 'Vizier than half a brigade, it is provided that he 
« ſhall either retain one half of the brigade, or return 
« the whole. Upon their diſmiſſion, they ſhall depart 
« with all convenient expedition; and to prevent any 
c future diſputes from ariſing on this ſubject, the time 
de of their march to the borders of this province ſhall 
« be computed at the rate of 5 coſs per day, from the 
« place where they commenced their march. 

3. The Vizier engages to pay the 40 lacks of 
tt rupees ſtipulated in the 1ſt article by monthly pay- 
« ments of 4 lacks, to commence from the end of the 
4 month Rabbee Ulluwull, or 1oth June 1774: but 
« ſhould any accident (which God forbid!) oblige our 
« forces to retire from the Rohilla country, and pre- 
© vent the Vizier from obtaining poſſeſſion of it, the 
« ſaid 40 lacks ſhall not be demanded.” 2 
9. It was neither arrogant nor unreaſonable in the 
Vizier to require, that ſince his entire dependance for 
the ſucceſs of the enterprize which he had projected, 
was on the brigade of the Company's forces, the bri- i 

ade ſhould not abandon him while he was engaged in 
it, nor while the iſſue of it remained incomplete; nor 
can I deviſe any other condition which would have re- 
moved his apprehenſions. If the Board judged the 
ropoſition reaſonable, it certainly was not unbecom- 


ing in them to aſſent, to it, It remains, therefore, to 
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examine, whether it was reaſonable, and whether this 
power granted to the Vizier was liable to danger or 
jinconvenlence. FCC | 
1 have already ſhewn, that the removal of the bri- 
gade to ſuch a diſtance would not prove of danger to 
our own provinces, becauſe it was not wanted for their 
defence; that it would be productive of no inconveni- 
ence, becauſe it occaſioned an entire ſuſpenſion of the 
Company's payments during its employment. It is 
not to be denied, that there are poſſible caſes, in which 
it may be wanted for the protection of Bengal; but 
theſe are out of the reach of all probability, and too 
remote to be quoted as an objection to the preſent 
engagement. 5 i | 
I am not apprehenſive that the Vizier will inſiſt on 
keeping the brigade continually with him; my fears 
are, that he may diſmiſs it; as there is every reaſon to 
with its continuance with him, and none, no, not one, 
for its recall. When the brigade was formerly em- 
ployed with the Vizier, and the ſhare of its monthly 
expences defrayed by him was only 30,000, and after- 
wards 1,15,000 rupees per month, he never ſhewed 
any earneſtneſs for its continuance with him beyond 
the duration of the. particular ſervice for which it had 
been wanted, but was ever ready to propoſe its re- 
turn; it is not likely, therefore, that he ſhould be 
more ſolicitous now for its perpetual reſidence in his 
country, at an expence to him of 25 lacks a year, 
which he muſt pay, and which his income, even with 
the late additions to it, can barely afford. ; 
He knows, that whenever he ſhall require the pre- 
ſence of the brigade, it will be for our intereſt to grant 
it; and he will therefore part with it when his own 
occaſions, which in this inſtance !muſt be confined to 
the defence of his own dominions, no longer require 
it, that the charge of its maintenance may be ſhifted 
irom his account to the Company's; and that he be 
ſubject to that burden only when he is an immediate 
galner by it. This may ſuffice to ſhew the little riſk 
we ran, had we abſolutely engaged the brigade to him 
as long as he might chooſe to retain it: But in the 
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preſent caſe (as I have already 3 in the preced- 
ing article) it was underſtood by both parties, and 
indeed is inſeparable from the nature of the engage. 
ment, and the original conditions of our mutual alli. 
ance, that we might recall it, if required, for our own 
protection, not only without any imputation of breach 
of faith; but (unleſs it was done in fo precipitate a 
manner as to defeat the purpoſe of the expedition) 
even without affording him a pretext for refufing the 
payment of the forty lacks.” 3 

Here I ſhall cloſe this long quotation, and return 
back to the preſent occaſion, only to collect all the 
ſcattered materials to their deſtined point.— l hope 
and truſt, that I have now proved to this Honourable 
Houſe, that the Rohilla war was not prohibited, but 
authorized by the Court of Directors ; that it originat- 
ed in meaſures which were purely defenſive, and which 
were in train before my acceſſion to the government; 
that my ſhare of it was warranted by the ſtricteſt juſtice, 
in retaliation of groſs perfidy and violation of faith; 
that it was undertaken with every well- grounded a. Do 
ſurance of ſucceſs; and terminated in great and per- of 
manent advantages to the Eaſt India Company, 
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Anſwer to the Second Charge. 


KING's TRIBUTE and CESSION of + 
> *CORAH. 


HE ſecond charge is divided into two parts - 

1 the ſtopping of the King's tribute, and the de- 
livery of the provinces of Corah and Illahabad to Shujah 
Dowlah. I ſhall not find it neceſſary to take up much 
of the time of the Honourable Houſe in my obſerva- 
tions on theſe points. 5 

When Shujah Dowlah invaded the Bahar province 
in 1764, the King accompanied him; and on his de- 


feat at Buxar by Sir Hector Munro, he remained in 


poſſeſſion of the victorious army. He had the name 
of royalty, but not the ſmalleſt degree of power. Every 
province of Hindoſtan might acknowledge his ſove- 
reignty, and ſtrike coins in his name; but none of 
them made him any remittances for his ſupport, nor 
paid the leaſt regard to his orders. In this ſituation 


he accompanied our army to the neighbourhood of 


Benares, and there remained till we had completed the 
conqueſt of Shujah Dowla's dominions. The palace 


of Illahabad was then aſſigned him for his habitation; 
and at the treaty of Illahabad in 1765, Lord Clive and 
his council thought it proper, partly I believe from 
wmanity, and partly from political motives, to give 
im for his ſupport the provinces of Corah and Illaha- 
ad, and a tribute of twenty-ſix lacks of rupees from 


K 2 


Bengal. 


* 
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Bengal. I do not mean to deny the validity of the 
treaty of Illahabad, and I avow the neceſſity of our 
adhering to it ſo long as the King remained under our 
pat ; but IJ have given this ſhort narrative of 
is ſituation, in order to ſhew that, by the terms of 
the treaty, he was under obligations to us, rather than 
we to him, and that we were not bound by ties of 
gratitude to ſubject ourſelves to any inconveniences 
on his account, more than our engagements abſolutely 
required. It is not expreſſed in theſe engagements, 
Either that the tribute ſhould be continued to him, in 
whatever ſituation he ſhould place himſelf, or that it 
ſhould only be paid him during his reſidence at Illa- 
habad; but certainly it would have been repugnant to 
common ſenſe to have paid it nominally to him, but 
really to the Marattas, to ſtrengthen them againſt our. 
ſelves and our allies.—This, however, is rather 2 
juſtification of the Court of Directors, than of myſelf, 
It is ſufficient for my exculpation, to ſhew that I acted 
in conformity to their orders. In their letter of the 
11th of November, 1768, they ſay, * If he (the King) 
« flings himſelf into the hands of the Marattas, or 
ec any other power, we are diſengaged from him, and 
te it may open a fair opportunity of withholding the 26 
« lacks we now pay him.” When he actually did 
fling himſelf into the hands of the Marattas, the tribute 
was accordingly withheld : the directors approved ol 
its being withheld; anda in their letter of the 3d of 
March 1775, written, I Imagine, with the concur- 
rence of his Majeſty's Miniſters, ordered, that “ no 
te further remittances ſhould be made to him, without 

ce their expreſs permiſſion,” 
With reſpect to Corah and Illahabad, when the King 
granted them to the Marattas, we muſt either have let 
them fall into their poſſeſion—or have taken them t0 
ourſelves—or kept them for the King—or ceded then 
to Sujah Dowla : to have allowed the Marattas to pol: 
Teſs them, would have been contrary to the tenor d 
the Company's orders for ſome years before, and 
would have increaſed their power, which was alread 
rien to an alarming height, and would have cane) 
2. ha | 7, 
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ed FR poſſeſſions of our ally, which we were bound 
to protect. — 

Had we taken * to ourſelves, we ſhould SY 
excited the jealouſy of Sujah Dowla, to whom they 
had before belonged, and weakened our alliance with 
him, which it was very much our intereſt to preſerve 
and ſtrengthen; and we ſhould have been put to great 
inconvenience in defending countries ſo widely ſepa- 
rated from our other poſſeſſions ; for it ought to be 
remembered, that at that time the intermediate pro- 
vince of Benares did not belong to the Company. 

To have kept them from the King would have ex- 

ſed us to the ſame inconveniencies as the taking 
them to ourſelves; and we could not be under the 
leaſt obligation to do ſo, when he had abandoned them 
in oppoſition to the advice and remonſtrances of our 
government, and had actually granted them to the 
Marattas. Had we adviſed him to throw himſelf into 
the hands of the Marattas, and they had extorted this 
grant from him, he might have had ſome claim upon 
us for the defence of them in his behalf; but when 
he did it in oppoſition to our advice, whether he 
granted them to the Marattas voluntarily, or ſuffered 
them to be extorted from him, this queſtion could 
make no other difference, than that in the one cafe we 
might have conſidered it as a meaſure of hoſtility, in 
the other, only as a conſequence of his imbecility; 
but in neither could we be bound to preſerve them for 
him. When he had thus alienated the right, the righr 
. ceaſed of courſe to be his; and the queſtion of right 
then lay only between the Marattas and ourſelves, and 
they were our enemies. 

I am charged, that is to ſay, the Council in their 
inſtructions to me are charged, with an inconſiſtency 
in having acknowledged the King's right to reclaim 
the diſtricts of Corah and Illahabad, if he ſhould make 
overtures to renew his former connection, and yet re- 
ſolving not to yield this right, but in return for the 
furrender of another equally valid. This is no in- 
conſiſtency. We certainly ſhould have been entitled 
to ſome retribution for che repetition of a grant which 


he 


be muſt have owed entirely and excluſively to our 
wer ; and with ſuch good faith did we deal towards 
bin that we began the buſineſs, by informing him of 
our intentions in his favour, and by requeſting that he 
would ſend ſome perſon to us to treat for the reſtitu- 
tion of theſe provinces. He did not avail himſelf of 
this offer, but left us with theſe provinces an incum- 
brance on our hands, and with no other expedient in 
our power but that of making them over to the Nabob 
Sujah Dowla, the neareſt ally of the Company, and 
the firſt conſtitutional ſervant of the empire, to whom 
theſe provinces had originally and recently belonged. 
Equally conſiſtent with theſe ſentiments in the Council's 
Jetter of the 1ſt of March, 1773, which was principally 
Intended to notify our reſolution of- not relinquiſhing 
theſe provinces to the Marattas; and it is peculiarly 
hard that not only my actions ſhould be examined, 
but that every expreſſion, whether of mine or of the 
Council's, ſhould be criticiſed as a ground of Parlia- 
mentary Impeachment. . 155 
I have ſaid, that the only remaining expedient, with 
regard to theſe provinces, was the meaſure we adopted 
of ceding them to Sujah Dowla. The tenor of the 
Company's letter of the 11th of November, 1768, 
which I have already quoted, implies, that they would 
have been ſatisfied had we allowed him to take poſlcl- 
ſion of them without any pecuniary conſideration what- 
ever. By the agreement however, for 50 lacks, we 
procured to the Company a material aſſiſtance, at a 
time when the ſituation of their affairs very much re- 
quired it, and when they had urged us in the ſtrongeſt 
terms to find out for them every poſſible reſource. 
Sujah Dowla was anxious for the poſſeſſion of theſe 
provinces, not only for the advantage which he 
might derive from them, but on a point of honour, 
as being part of his ancient dominions; and he 
eſteemed himſelf obliged to us for the ceſſion of them, 
notwithſtanding the price which he paid. Our alliance 
with him therefore was ſtrengthened by the ſenſe 
which he entertained of this obligation, and ſtill more 
by the neceſſity of our aſſiſtance to ſupport him * 
„ the 
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the claims of the Marattas to the ſame provinces z' 
which would make him look up to us as his natural 
allies, and effectually preclude a" poſſibility of what 
had ſometimes been apprehended, an alliance between 
him and the Marattas, to our prejudice. It is true, a 
part of our army might be wanted to defend theſe: 
provinces when they were Sujah Dowla's, as well as 
when they were our own; but in the one caſe we were 
only auxiliaries, in the other we ſhould engage in the' 
war as principals ;—in the one caſe our troops would 
only be wanted occaſionally, at his expence, in the 
other they muſt be conſtantly ſtationed there at our 
own ;—in the one caſe their expences would be de- 
frayed by foreign wealth, in the other they muſt be 
aid by remittances from Bengal; for there is every 
| reaſon to believe, that in caſe of an invaſion ſcarcely 
any thing could have been collected from the country. 
As to the ſtipulation with Sujah Dowla being inade- 
quate, I will only obſerve, that Mr. Lawrell, who 
was ſent to inveſtigate the value, ſtates the probable 
revenue in peaceable times, at Illahabad rupees 
22,09,416. 11. 10; that Sujah Dowla had a claim to 
theſe provinces as well as ourſelves; that it was with 
oreat difficulty I could perſuade him to give ſo much 
as co lacks; and I am clearly of opinion it would 
have been better to have given them to him for no- 
thing than to have kept them ourſelves. Upon the 
whole I affirm, that the meaſures objected to me in this 
charge were perfectly conſiſtent with juſtice ; that they 
were productive of no one inconvenience, but, on 
the contrary, were highly advantageous to the Com- 
pany. I flatter myſelf that this will appear equally 
mos to the judgment of this Honourable Houſe ; 
ut that at leaſt they will think me ſecured from cen- 
ſure by the very fall approbation contained in the 
Company's letter of the 3d of March, 1775, with 
which I ſhall beg leave to conclude what I have to ſay 
on this ſubject; obſerving only, that it does not ſeem 
very candid in my accuſer to take particular notice of 
the Company's orders, which he aſſerts that I tranſ- | 
greſſed, and of their diſapprobation with reſpect * 8 
$ t l 
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the Rohilla war, and totally to paſs over in ſilence 
their orders which I obeyed, and their entire appro- 
bation on the matters contained in this his ſecond 
Charge. The following are the words on which the 
Company were pleaſed to expreſs. themſelves on this 
ſubject. 

32. © Having taken into our moſt ſerious conſide- 
“ ration the circumſtances which induced our Preſi- 
« dent and Council to ſuſpend payment of the tribute 
c to his Majeſty Shaw Aalum, we muſt declare that 
* his own conduct has rendered that meaſure not only 
_< expedient but abſolutely neceſſary. 
« We have heretofore ſignified our earneſt deſire 
« To have his Majeſty accommodated, if poſſible, with 
« à ſuitable reſidence within the limits of Bengal, in 
c order to avoid thoſe evils which we ſoon found would 
cc, reſult from a continual drain of the circulating ſpecie 
« of the provinces; but, notwithſtanding we were aſ- 
tc ſured that ſuch reſidence would have been for the 
« King's real advantage, yet as his Majeſty diſcovered 
cc an averſion to the meaſure, we never abated in our 
<« attention to his perſon, which is fully evinced by 
c the regular payment of the ſtipulated tribute. We 
© thought it incumbent on us to lay our ſentiments 
te before his Majeſty, but we took no ſteps whatever 
« which could be conitrued as intending to reſtrain 
«© him from acting on the occaſion as he ſhould think 
„ proper. It was, however, with deep concern we 
d obſerved the King's views were ſuch as appeared to 
« vs altogether inconſiſtent with his circumſtances : 
© inſtead of availing himſelf of a ſituation fo eligible 
« as that which the provinces might have afforded 
« him, his Majeſty gave us early proofs that nothing 
c lefs than the poſſeſſion of Delhy could ſatisfy his 
« defires; and the meaſures adopted and purſued by 
« him for that purpoſe were utterly FopUgRant to che 
ce intereſts of the Company.” 
34. The junction of his Majeſty. with the Ma- 
c rattas, the defeat of his army by their troops, and 
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were circumſtances ſo alarming, that it became the 


indiſpenſable duty of our Preſident and Council to 
« ſeize the opportunity which then offered for pre- 


venting thoſe provinces from falling into the hands 
of the Marattas, who were not only become for- 
midable to our ally, Shujah ul Dowla, but were 
evidently aſpiring to univerſal conquelt.” - * 

35. © Although the provinces of Cora and Illaha- 
bad were reſerved to the King by the treaty of 1765, 
we can by no means allow that his Majeſty acquired 
by this treaty a right to reſign them into the hands 
of our enemies. As the Vizier of the empire is 
the firſt officer under his Majeſty, and as the ter- 
ritories in queſtion were formerly held by the Vizier, 
we cannot but be of opinion, that our ſervants ated 
with propriety in committing them again to his 
management, when it became abſolutely impoſſible 
for his Majeſty to hold them in his own immediate 
poſſeſſion. And as the King had not only with- 
drawn himſelf from our protection, and abandoned 
the countries aſſigned to him, but alſo continued, 
by his preſence, to countenance the depredations 
of the Marattas, we fully approve the reſolution of 
our Preſident and Council, under theſe circum- - 
ſtances, to ſuſpend payment of the tribute to his 
Majeſty, as we think the general principles of ſelf- 
preſervation warranted them to withhold. reſources 
which, if ſent, they knew muſt fall into the hands 
of the Marattas, and which they had every rea- 
ſon to believe would be appropriated to the uſe 
of their army, and contribute towards enabling 
them to commit hoſtilities in our own provinces, 
or in thoſe of our allies. e 

36. © For the above reaſons, we, upon the ma- 
tureſt deliberation, confirm the treaty of Benaris; 
and we alſo hereby direct that no further remittances 
be made to the King, without our expreſs per- 
miſſion firſt obtained for the purpoſe,” 
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In the cloſe of the Charge I am again accuſed gf 
inconſiſtency, in having affirmed at one time thy 
« we held the dominion” of Bengal by the ſword, 
cc which I falſely declared the ſource of right, and 
ce the natural charter of dominion z” and that at 2 
later period I had declared, © that the ſovereignty of i 
c the family of Shaw Allum is univerſally acknoy. 
e ledged, and that the Company ſtill derives its con- 
« ſtitutional dominion from their oſtenſible bounty,” i 
Any opinions, however accurately agreeing with i 
themſelves in their authentic conſtruction, may be if 
made to diſagree, and even to contradict each other, i 
by the mutilation or omiſſion of the parts which com- 
poſed their connection: I affirm, as a fact unqueſtion. 
ed, and unqueſtionable, that we derive our original 
title to our poſſeſſions in Bengal from the ſword alone, 
What additional right the King's phirmaun gave us, 
it is unneceſſary for me to examine. Thus much 
however, I may be allowed to ſay, that it found us in 
ſſeſſion, and that our ſubſtantial poſſeſſion was never 
viſibly mended by it. And all that the ſubſequentÞ 
poſition aſcribed to me affirms, is, that the ſove- 
reignty of the houſe of Timur, though univerſally 
acknowledged, no longer exiſted in ſubſtance, and that 
the Company had derived no more than the met bor 


form or ſhadow of a grant from it; that it derived i befi 
conſtitutional dominion from its oftenſible bounty; thai tha 
is to fay, that it gave what it could, and that wil nan 
it did give was a mere name, though the acceptane Wl ſub 
of the intention might entitle the donor to a return i tior 
kindneſs, where it could be given conſiſtently witli ou; 
our own policy. Let the whole of my declaration ing 
as they ſtand in the Two Minutes which have ba to | 
_ oppoſed to each other in the Charge, be read me, 
large, and they will be found to contain theſe ſent of 
ments, and to be perfectly conſiſtent with each other. Wil be 
I have paſſed by One part of the Charge, becauſ i I 
ſhifts the ground of the accuſation from me to my em inte 
ployers, and in that ſenſe of it invalidates all the rel;M try 
but having done with all that related to myſelf, I no chat 


rec 
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recur to this: It is ſtated, © that the Eaſt India com- 
« pany having on their part violated the engage-. 

« ments, and renounced the conditions on which they 
« received, and have hitherto held and enjoyed, the 
« dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, from the 
« King Shaw Allum, have thereby forfeited all right 
« and title to the ſaid Dewanny ariſing from the ſaid 
« grant; and it is free and open to the ſaid king to 
« reſume ſuch grant, and to transfer it to any, othet 


'ord, 
and 
at 2 
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wit WW « prince or ſtare.” | hope this Charge, as it ſtands 
de againſt the Eaſt India Company, will appear to be 
ther, WW clearly refuted in the preceding arguments uſed in this 
om. Defence; for I have not reſted my own Juſtification 
tion. ſimply on orders received, but have equally endea- 
gina voured to prove thoſe orders conſiſtent with good 
lone. faith, ſtrict juſtice, and ſound policy. With reſpect 
e UV, Wi to the inference drawn at the cloſe of the preceding 
uch, quotation, namely, © that the Company have for- 
us ug © feited all right and title to the Dewanny ariſing 
ever 


« from the ſaid grant; and that it is free and open 
ce to the ſaid king to reſume ſuch grant, and to trans- 
« fer it to any other prince or ſtate;“ I will confeſs 
that when I firſt read it, in that anxious tenderneſs 
which a ſenſe of wounded honour felt from the la- 
boured and voluminous maſs of accuſations that lay 
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rſaly 
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mer: 


dig before me, its inſtant impreſſion on my mind was, 
tha that I had either uttered theſe ſentiments, ſo repug- 
wil nant to my duty as a ſervant, and to my loyalty as a 
rancel 


ſubject, or that they followed as an inevitable deduc- 
tion from ſome expreſſions that I might have un- 
guardedly made uſe of: Nor can I yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the change of their application, underſtand them 


rn d 
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ber to have been introduced into a criminal charge againſt 
d me, but for ſuch a purpoſe, ſince, with all my powers 
* of conjecture, I cannot deviſe any other which could 
ner. | | | 


be meant by it. 

I rely on the conſciouſneſs of my own undeviating 

Integrity, and on the love which I bear to that coun- 

try in which it has pleaſed God to place me, to affirm 

that I never did or could entertain, much leſs ex- 
| L 3 preſs 


ufa 
em. 
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preſs, a ſentiment ſo abhorrent to my principles as a 
man, and to my feelings as an Engliſnman; and if it 
can be proved that I have ever made uſe of ſuch a 
doctrine, to become the advocate of any prince or 
ſtare upon earth, in oppoſition to my own, I will ac- 
knowledge that I deſerve to be puniſhed with death, 
and my name to branded with infamy. 


Anf wer 


or 
c- 


wer 


unſupported. I ſhall here 
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Anſwer to the Third Charge, Part I. 
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T has been the faſhion to give hiſtories of Benares; 
but as far as I have had occaſion to peruſe them in 
Reports of the Select Committee, or in anonymous 
pamphlets, they are, for the | vr: part, fanciful and 

etail as much as I am 
warranted by certain knowledge of its former and pre- 
ſent ſituation, adopting, where I poſſibly can, the very _ 


words of the third Charge againſt me. 


The territory of Benares is a fruitful, and has been 
« (and is at this day)” an orderly, well-cultivated, and 
« improved province. Its capital city may rather be 


, conſidered as the ſeat of the Hindu Religion than 


2» 


ce as the capital of a province.” I am not certain of 
the period at which it was annexed to the Mogul Em- 
pire; but it is clear, by the Ayeenee Acberee, that it 
was a part of the Subah of Allahahad in Acber's time. 
— Catrou (page 119) mentions a Rajah Caws to have 
been ſubdued by Acber, whom I conceive to have 
been Rajah of Benares. However, the ſame Ayenee 
Acberee aſſerts, that Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavee (the 
firſt Mahommedan invader of India) came to Benares 
in the 410th year of the Hejira, above 750 years ſince. 
After Acber, his ſon Jehan Gueer was undoubtedly 
maſter of it; and Daia Sheku, the eldeſt ſon of Shah 


Jehän, ſon and ſucceſſor of Jehin Gueer, reſided a 


conſiderable time at Benares in a ſtation of authority, 
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as we learn from his own preface to a book he com- 

piled during his reſidence there. Aurengzeeb, his 
_ youngeſt brother, and ſucceſſor to the empire after Shi 
Jehan, has effectually diſplayed to poſterity the power 
and ſovereignty which he exerciſed in Benares, with a 
ſavage bigotry charaReriſlic of his temper and policy, 
by a magnificent moſque which he erected on the ſcite 
(and even admitted inte his plan a conſiderable part of 
the edifice) of an ancient and moſt ſuperb Hindi 
temple. This moſque continues perfect to this day, 
and with its high-bounding minarets (which he alſo 
_ erected) overlooks the whole city. If Benares, in Ac. | 
ber's time, was a diſtrict of the Subah of Allahabad, it 
continued annexed to the ſame province 1n the time of 
Aurengzeeb, as we learn from Catrou (page 362;) it 
therefore never was conſidered a capital of any con- 
ſiderable kingdom, nor yet as a province annexed to 
the Subab of Oude. Benares is a naked defenceleſs 
City, ſituated ſo near to the almoſt-1mpregnable for- 
treſs of Chunar, that the poſſeſſor of the one may at 
all times be maſter of the other; and this accounts for 
its having been annexed to the Subah of Oude, fome 
time ſince the invaſion of Nadir Shah. Rajah Bulwant 
Sing, who reſided at Benares with ſome degree of au- 
thorit ty (but who never had permiſſion to coin money, 
nor even the adminiſtration of criminal juſtice in the 
city itſelf ) when the incurſions of the Sha Chzadah, 
now the King Shah Allum, firſt drew the attention of 
the Engliſh to that quarter ; and, far from being a 
great Lord (or any Lord) of the empire, he was a 
mere dependant on the Nabob of Oude, Sh¹pp 


1 Dowla. He was originally Zemindar of a ſmall 


Pergunna, call Gungapoor (by purchaſe, not by Inbe- 
ritance, for his father, Munſeram, was ot a Zemin- 
dar) yielding a revenue of about 5001. a year. He 
had been patronized and employed by Sefdar Jung, 
the father of Sujah ul Dowla, and was gradually pro- 
moted to be Aumil or collector of Benares and Gazi- 
r. He continued in that capacity to the day of 

is death, and never was Zemindar of either diftrif. 


In the year 1764, when Swjah ul Dowla's affairs were 
1 on 
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on the decline, Bulwant Sing made overtures to the 


Nabob of Bengal, Meer Jaffier, to join his army with 


ſuch troops as he could muſter. General Camac, 


who commanded our army at that time, warned the 


| Governor and Council of Calcutta of the Rajah's per- 


fidy; and ſo well were thoſe gentlemen convinced of 
the truth of thoſe allegations, that on the 6th of No- 
vember of the ſame year, they wrote thus to Major 


Munro: „With reſpe& to Bulwant Sing, the double 


c part be acted in the beginning the war, ſufficiently - 
ce warns us to put no confidence in him; and there- 


« fore, if he has not already been permitted to join 
< you, or you have entered into no engagements with 
ec him, we would have diſpoſſeſſed him of his country, 


« and bis perſon, if poſſible, ſecured.” My prede- 


ceſſors, it may be here. obſerved, both in language 
and condud, equalled at leaſt, or rather exceeded, every 
thing of which I am now accuſed. I have ſaid that 


Bulwant Sing never was Zemindar of Benares or Gazi- 
poor; in proof of this, I appeal to Bulwant'Sing's 
own propoſals to Major Munro, dated the 21ſt'No- 
vember, 1764: © If you, Gentlemen, chuſe to poſ- 
<« ſeſs yourſelves of Sujah ul Dowla's country, I will 


agree to hold the Sircars of Benares, Gauzipoor, 
c Joinpoor, Bidigur, &c. on the ſame terms as 1 


ce hold them from Sujah ul Dowla.” Of whe/e coun- 
try were the Engliſh ſuppoſed to intend a ſeizure ?— 


Of Shujab ul Dowlah's. Who held the four fircars 


before mentioned ?—Bulwant Sing. Of whom did he 
hold them ?—Of Sbujab ul Dowlab. By what deno- 
mination are they deſcribed ? At Parts of Sbujab ul 

Dowlab's country. Every word of the propoſal proves 
that Shujah ul Dowlah was ſovereign of thoſe fircars, 
and that a ſeizure of Shujah ul Dowlah's country ne- 


ceſſarily included the ſeizure of Benares, Gauzipoor, 


Joinpoor, Bidjigur, &c. Had Bulwant Sing poſſeſſed 
a ſeparate territory, the conqueſt of Shujah ul Domlab s 


country would not have been tantamount to @ ſeizure of 

Bulwant Sing's. Had he been Prince, or Zemindar of 
thoſe provinces, he would naturally and of courſe have 
named them, in his propoſals, © my ſircars, or © ay. 


“ zemin- 
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ce zemindarry ;” and his arzer, or propoſal, muſt, ac- 
cording to the univerſal cuſtom of the country, have 
been ſigned by him © Zemindar of the Mahals of 
Benares, &c. &c.“ Through that whole war, which 
terminated in the entire defeat of Shujah ul Dowlah, 
Bulwant Sing's conduct was alternately treacherous to 
his maſter and to us. His firſt junction with us is ac- 
knowledged by the Court of DireQors, in the letter of 
the 26th of May 1768, to have been © of fipnal ſervice 
ce tous,” and I do not deny it; but the whole correſ- 
pondence of the Bengal Government in the Years 1764 
and 1765 proves that he never did us any other ſervice: 
That he was a ſuſpected, a faithleſs, and a dangerous 
ally; and that but for the treaty made with him by the 
commander of our army, the Governor and Council 
would have /cized his perſon, and transferred bis 
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« diftrifs to another.” (See ad Report of the Select d 
Committee, pages 4 and 5, &c.) Bulwant Sing dying Cc 
in Auguſt 1770, his ſon Cheyt Sing ſucceeded to his ri 
rights, as Zemindar of Gungapoor. The appointment Si 
of farmer or collector of Benares and Gauzipoor re- he 
verted of courſe to the Vizier his ſovereign: I muſt W 
obſerve, that in the tranſlations of the Perſian papers, 2 
both of thoſe and the preceding times, great confuſion # 
occurs, in the application of peculiar and definite th 
terms, with a looſe and unguarded ſignification; for in > 
twenty documents at leaſt, quoted in the ſecond part of « 
the Select Committee, Bulwant Sing's farm or collec- 5 
tion, is ſtyled his Zemindarry.” I need go no far- to 
ther than the 5th article of the Treaty of Illiabad : (ſee tit 
ad Report, 1oth page): His Highneſs Shujah ul thi 
«© Dowlah engages in the moſt ſolemn manner to con- wl 
cc tinue Bulwant Sing in the Zemindarries of Benares, mi 
« Gauzipoor, &c. &c.“ and in the 7th article of the qu 
ſame treaty, it is reſolved ** to reftore to his Highneſs the Se 
ce country of Benares, and the other diſtrits now rented 4 
« by Bulwant Sing :” Both of theſe articles cannot be Sy 
admitted in their true and literal ſenſe. If the Zemrn- 71 
darry belonged to Bulwant Sing, he could not be ſaid to 8 
rent it, he paid tribute only. If the country did not Fl 
cc „ 


belong to Shujah ul Dowlah, it could not be re/fored 
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to him. In ſhort, the word: Zemindarry' is uſed 
by our tranſlators in a lax ſenſe, to ſignify diferi or 
provinces This is evident from the letter of the Ben- 
gal Goyernment to the Court of Directors of 11th 
September 1770 (ſee 2d Report, 10th page): „ In 
« Our former letter, Gentlemen, we expreſſed our 
« ſentiments of the conſequence it was to your af- 
« fairs, that the ſucceſſion to the Zemindarry of Renares 
« ſhould: continue in the family; but that it was a de- 
« licate point to accompliſh with the Vixier. — Why was 
this a delicate point? The third paragraph of Mr. 
Burke's Third Charge, peremptorily ſtates, that on 
the death of Bulwant Sing © his ſon Cheyt Sing ſus- 
ce ceeded to his rights and pretenſions. The delicacy 
of the point conliſted preciſely in the want of right, 
for had Bulwant Sing been real and hereditary Zemin- 
dar, the ſuceeſſion would have gone to his ſon f 
courſe, there being in India no ſuch cuſtom as diſinhe- 
ritance : This: circumſtance proves alſo, that Bulwant 
Sing was nat the Zemindar; for in that caſe it muſt - 
have devolved to him by inheritance: Inſtead of 
which, he writes to Rajah Shitabroy (ſee 2d Report, 
page 5): © If it is the intention of the Engliſh Gen» 
« tlemen to take poſſeſſion of Shujah ul Dowlah's 
* dominions, I will agree to hold Benares and Gauzi- 
e poor, &c. which have long been under my juriſdictian, 
« on the terms from the Company as 1 did from 
e Shujah ul Dowlah.” Here was preciſely the place 
to have pleaded his right of poſſeſſion, and his 
title by inheritance : Inſtead of which, he only ſays, 
thoſe places had long been under his juriſdiction, 
which (if any meaning be annexed. to the words) 
mult imply that they were not always ſo, I muſt 
quote another part of this Bengal letter of 1oth 
September, 1770 (2d Report, page 11): © A jealous, 
« ſuſpicious diſpoſition of the old Rajah, aſſiſted by. 
“the diſtruſt of their own children, inherent in the 
« minds of the people of their country, may poſſibly 
© have been the reaſon. why the ſon was not included 
© 1n the treaty of 1765; for had be expreſſed a wiſb to 
« /ecure the Zemindarry in his own family, a doubt can 
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«« ſcarcely be formed, &c.”—But ſuſpicious, probably, 
of the conſequences that his Son, © ſhould think he 
* bad a right to the ſucceſſion, his whole aim ſeemed to 
s center in ſelf-ſecurity, without the leaſt attention 
* tothe good of his poſterity.” —I anſwer, every word 
of this, if it be really applicable to Bulwant Sing's 
ſtate of mind, proves beyond a doubt, that he was not 
the Zemindar ; for, as Zemindar, his ſon muſt have 
ſucceeded, in the language of the Charge itſelf; and 
It was a matter perfectly indifferent to the ſtate of the 
caſe, whether Bulwant Sing expreſſed or did not ex- 
preſs his wiſhes on that head: but if he really were 
« ſuſpicious of the conſequences that his ſon ſhould think 
. © he bad a RIGHT to the ſucceſſion,” it is demonſtrable 
that he knew the ſon to have xo right; for had he a 
right, Bulwant Sing could neither ſuppreſs a know- 
ledge of it from his ſon; nor controvert its effects. 
It would have been a clear, entailed, hereditary eſtate, 
of which it was mutually indifferent to the father and 
to the ſon what each might ſeparately tbink.—When 
Cheit Sing, by the influence of the Company, was 
confirmed in the place which his father had held as 
Farmer or Collector for the Vizier, he paid, as a gift 
or Nuzzeranah, a ſum amounting to nearly 200,000 
pounds, and increaſed his rent near 30,000 pounds 
per annum; © by which,” (Mr. Burke fays) © he 
became a purchaſer, for valuable conſiderations of his 
« right and inheritance in the Zemindary aforeſaid.” I 
do not profeſs to underſtand how a man can be ſaid 
to purchaſe of another that which the other has not 
to ſell. To the rights, the charge expreſsly declares 
Cheyt Sing to have /ucceeded by the death of his father: 
the inheritance itſelf is that very right, ſo that Cheyt 
Sing purchaſed what he had already; and the actual 
functions of his office, the collection of the rents, and 
the government of the diſtricts, &c. were obligingly 
_ thrown into the account“. Cheyt Sing /ucceeded 1 þ 
f | courſe 


* But why did the Vizier exact £-200,000 on the death of 
Bulwant Sing ?f—Aſſuredly becauſe, as rides, of the whole 
country, he poſſeſſed and exerciſed the right of Jewying fines, and 
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tuurſe to bis father's treaſures, (ſee Lieut. Col. Harper's 
evidence, Appendix to Second Report,) not by any 
teſtamentory form, not by any permiſſion of the Vi- 
zier, not by any intermediation of his friends, but by 
right of inheritance. Are there two or more ſpectes of 
rights of inheritance? All that the father could call 
his own, came to the ſon; what he held of his ſove- 
reign reverted to its owner. The dignity, the power, 
the profit conſequent on the government, were matters 
which the Vizier had a right to ſell, and which Cheyt 
Sing might have a preference in purchaſing, if the 
two parties could ſettle their terms. Bulwant Sing 
had ſaved great ſums of money out of his government, 
by Coin Harper's evidence; it was therefore. an 
object to Cheyt Sing to ſucceed to his father's leaſe, 
even on terms ſomewhat leſs advantageous. The go- 
vernment or leaſe (or by whatever other title of poſſeſ- 
ſion Bulwant Sing had exerciſed authority in Benares) 
was, at the father's death, procured for the ſon; and 
as the general letter from Bengal, dated 3 iſt October 
1770, (ſee Second Report, page 11th) expreſsly ſtates 
Cheyt Sing was “ conſidered by the Vizier as holding | 
ce that country on the ſame terms as his father.” Bull 
want Sing, I have proved above, held only in capite ; 
the ſon therefore, at this time, held only  capite 
alſo: and Colonel Harper, who acknowledges that 
Bulwant Sing had but @ life intereſt in the lands, muſt 
be miſtaken, where, in quoting from memory, he gives 
evidence that the ſunnud to Cheyt Sing was granted 
to him and his heirs.” It is allowed on all fides, that 
the /etter of the treaty of Allahabad did not extend to 


that to an arbitrary amount, as appears by the 2d Report of the 

Select Committee. I know not how we can deny the exiſtence of 

many deſpotic principles in the Mogul ſyſtem of government; but 
wherever thoſe exiſt, the powers of the prince will be every thing, 

and the rights. of the ſubject nothing. Shujah ud Dowlah fined 

Cheyt Sing £.200,000, and £.30,000 per annum; which, at only 

ten year's purchaſe, is £.300,000; in all Z.500,000, for the mere 
inveſtiture of what in the Charge is ſtated to be his right of inhe- 
ritance. I, who was veſted, by my ſtation, with exactly the ſame 8 
powers as were exerciſed by Shujah ud Dowlah, never thought of 
s greater fine, as a puniſhment for the moſt flagrant offences. 
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Bulwwont Sing's heirs (ſee Second Report, 


page 12th), 


The Vizier therefore was perfectly juſtifiable in refuſing 8 
to acknowledge it farther; and in my deputation to fa 
Benares, in 1773, I procured a new treaty, for the by 
expreſs purpoſe of ſettling this point to Cheyt Sing's re 
fatisfa&tion. It may be remarked, that all the govern. of 
ing powers of Hindoſtan are extremely averſe to any m 
creaties or agreements which are declared to be binding de 
on pofterity ; and I have had frequent difficulties in many 10 
negociations with the native princes on this head: they th 
have always pleaded that it was againſt the cuſtom m 
£ of their country.” It muſt be admitted, that the m 
Council in 1773 conceived ſome doubts to exiſt /ome- th 
#obere reſpecting the validity or the extent of the firſt ca 
ſtipulations in behalf of Cheyt Sing, or they would thi 
not have empowered me to renew them. And I am ac 
warranted in having declared in my narrative, * that C] 
4 Cheyt Sing obtained from our influence, exerted by mi 
c myſelf, the firſt legal title that his family ever poſ- pa 
« ſeſſed of property in the land, of which he, till then, 66 
cc as only the Humil, and of which he became the 66 
tc acknowledged Zemindar, by a Sunnud granted to &. 
c him by the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my inflance, cla 
te in the month of September 4773.” The father was an) 
no more than Aumil, as I have amply proved; on his 64 
deceaſe the ſon preciſely ſucceeded to his rights and 999 
retenſions, as the Charge ſtates he therefore became 4 
Aumil; and if he ever was Zemindar, it could only be cc | 
derived from the Sunnud of 1773. In 1774 the ma- Ch 
jñotity of the new Council General adopted, in the caſe ma 
' of Shujah ud Dowlah's ſon, the ſyſtem formerly ſup- at 
ported by Shujah ud Dowlah in the caſe of the ſon of and 
Bulwant Sing. They decided that the treaty made with I w 
the falber did not bind them with reſpect to the /on. a m 
Ina. both caſes my apinion had been uniform and con- I 
ſiſtent, In 47701 thought that the agreement made ture 
between Shujah ud Dowlah and Bulwant Sing was my 
virtually in force, though one of the contracting par- Whe 
ties was dead, and that Cheyt Sing ſtood preciſely in anſ\ 


the place of his father. In 1774, I thought that the 
treaty we had entered into with Shujah ud _— 
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jnued to bind the Company; and that his ſon, Aſoph 
= Dowlah, had in every reſpect ſucceeded to "Tis 25 
father's engagements, as well as his dominions. In 
both caſes my judgment has been unfortunate; the lat- 
ter, however, procured the Company a large addition 
of territory and revenue, on the r e and 
management of which, as the majority of the Council 
decided againſt my opinion, their ſentiments alone, and 
not mine, are to be conſidered in whatever relates to 
the tranſaction. I muſt therefore except to the uſe 
made by Mr. Burke, and to any uſe whatever being 
made, of any minutes delivered in Council mne on 
that occaſion, as thoſe minutes were no part of the 
cauſe or motive on which the majority ated; and 
therefore, as far as any good or evil aroſe out of the 
act itſelf, I am totally unconnected with it. General 
Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, in their 
minute of 7th December 1775 (ſee ad report, a 3d 
page) fully acquit ne; the meaſure,” (they ſay) © is | 
« ſtrictly and excluſively ours. The original plan was 
ce oppoſed in every ſtep by the Governor General and Mr. 
« Barwell,” Upon the ſame principle I ſolemnly diſ- 
claim all connection with, and even all knowledge of, 
any © improper and fraudulent tranſactions with re- 
« gard to the ſymbols of inveſtiture-which ought to 
ce have been given to the Rajah; and the form of the 
« deeds by which the ſaid Zemindary ought to have 
« been granted,” as ſtated in the 13th article of the 
Charge. I am not reſponſible for the acts of the 
majority, nor for the acts of Mr. Fowke, their reſident 
at Benares, who acted wholly under their authority, 
and over whom I had not the ſhadow of an influences 
I was at that time but a ſpectator of what was doing, 
a mere cypher at the Board. i . 
If there were any miſtakes in the modes of inveſti- 
ture, or the forms of the deeds, they were without 
my concurrence; and as I cannot even now conceive 
what purpoſe ſo pitiful an artifice could be ſuppoſed to 
anſwer, I will poſitively aſſert they could not be 
Frandulent. Mr. Francis, who is the ſurviving mem- 
ber of that majority, © 2 which the meaſure ftiriftly and = 
EL RL CC. _ 


% 


F 
ec excluſively belonged,” is alone amenable for every 
part of it, for its 7nformalities, as well as for its merits. 
for any complicated, artificial, and fraudulen; 
* management,” that might take place in the courſe 
ol its execution, as well for the grounds on which it 
vas propoſed : For my own part (after diſclaiming all 


pretenſions to any particular and excluſive duty on me 
to attend to the due inſertion of all tranſactions on the th 
Company's Records, which duty I conceive to be that it 
of the Secretary under the direction of thoſe who had th 
the authority; and alſo after profeſſing moſt religiouſly ¶ ſu 
that I'did never, either directly or indirectly, procure I 1 
"the omiſſion of a ſyllable of any public document We 
*whatever, which ought to have been tranſmitted to to 
the Court of Directors) I do moſt ſolemnly affirm and the 
declare, that I did not, at the time ſpecified, meditate ag 
to make any evil u/e whatever of the deeds which ace Ge 
ſtated to have been withholden from the Company ;— I a 
that 1 did not (until the very day when ] firſt read it ii the 
the Charge) know that ſuch deeds had been withholden, off 
and that I ſhould at all times have loathed and ſpurned Ra 
at the mere idea of grounding any meaſure of mine on to 
ſo ſhallow and baſe a manuœuvre; I may be allowed dee 
to add, that while the counterparts of the deeds exiſt. for 
ed, all concealment on our fide was equally ridiculous har 
and ineffectual; it is an invariable form, that the par 
cabooleat, or agreement with the Zemindar, is always Vit. 
word for word the ſame as the potta or leaſe *. rs 
1 30 F 252; 565: whe) | | the 
* After all, I have been NPE with a ſhadow, for what righ 
were theſe deeds which were ſuppreſſed? The only deed or inſtru- Ger 
ment of Cheyt Sing's inveſtiture was the unnd or charter, and the had 
a or leaſe, which are all expreſſed in the Charge to have been pref 
regularly made out, and tranſmitted ; I know of no other. No 10 
anudi ever were ſent to the Court of Directors, nor any papers in ons 
„ fo ef Tg | veri. 
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; al I MEAN: to prove fully, in its proper place, that 
1 me | never gave permiſſion to any agent to reſign for me 
the the office of Governor General, I can here only aſſert 
that it; but when General Clavering attempted to aſſume 
had the chair which I had act vacated, I was warranted in 
uſly ſupporting my authority by every means in my power: 
cure I was warranted in ſtyling him * my opponent,” and 
nent warranted in treating every miſplaced mark of homage 
d to to him as a perſonal diſreſ; to myſelf :—When, 
and therefore, I affirmed that Cheit Sing had deputed an 
tate agent, with an expreſs commiſſion to compliment 
are General Clavering on his acceſſion to the government, 
L affirmed a fact certainly criminal, and offenſive to 
it in the Company's Government, inaſmuch as it was an 
len, ¶ officious and premature interference on the part of the 
ned Rajah, pregnant in itſelf with very great diſadvantages 
on to the due and orderly adminiſtration of affairs, and 
wed deeply injurious, by the example it held out to others, 
it. for taking part in the diſſenſions which at that time 
ous WY harrafſed our Councils. In Cheit Sing's caſe it was 
the particularly obnoxious, becauſe all correſpondence 
ays with bim (as with other native powers) was by the 


Company's orders conducted through the medium of 
the Governor General; the Rajah, therefore, had no 
right, no pretext, for paying ſuch a compliment to 


hat 
ſtru⸗ General Clavering, until his acceſſion to the chair 
the had been notified in form; nor can it be urged, in the 


preſent inſtance, that ſuch notification was duly made; 
for, granting (as I believe 1 may) that General Cla- 
vering had iſſued, in his aſſumed character of Go- 
vernor General, information to that Purport, Cheit 
Sing had a Vakeel in Calcutta, whoſe expreſs buſineſs 
it was to ſet his maſter right, and for that purpoſe he 
might have had, and had, at all times, free acceſs to 
my houſe and apartment; and I alſo cauſed immediate 
official diſpatches to be ſent off to the different country 
| OW 1 powers, 
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pours to aſſure them of my continuance in adminj. 
ation. I urged this act of the Rajah a? the time it 
 Fook place, and I now urge it, as a proof of the readi- 
neſs which he ſhewed to foment, or even to take part 
in any diviſions of our government; it always appear. 
ed to me indecent with refpe& to my office, unjuſti. 
fable with reſpect to his ſituation, and a proof of his 
rooted diſaffection to the Engliſh adminiſtration. Whe. 
ther or not perſonally forgave him, is of no conſe. 
quence: I never fought to puniſh him but upon pu. 
lic grounds. And had he faithfully diſcharged his 
duty to the Company, he would never have heard a 
fyllable of my reſentment. Implacability to my 
inferiors is no part of my character. I, am ac- 
cuſed *© That having obtained, in my caſting vote, 
4 a majority in Council on the death of Sir John 
. Clavering and Mr. Monſon, I did ſuddenly, and 
<« without any previous general communication with 
ce the members of the Board, by a minute of conſulta- 

ce tion of the gth of July 1978, make an extraordinary 
e demand, namely, that the Rajah of Benares ſhould i 
tc conſent to the eſtabliſhment of three regular bat- 
te talions of Sepoys, to be raiſed and maintained at his 
< own expence.” I anſwer, that on the 6th of July, 
at night, a packet was received from Mr. Baldwin at 
Cairo, with an account (deemed fully authentic by the 
whole Council) that war had been actually declared and 
commenced between Great Britain and France. It was 
my duty to propoſe meaſures in conſequence of this 
intelligence, without loſs of time. Accordingly, on the 
gth of July, after an interval of only two days, I gave 
in at the Council Board a plan of general increaſe for i 
our military and marine eſtabliſhments, to meet the 
exigencies of the moment. Every member of our go- i 
vernment felt the neceſſity of the meaſure, and we i 
were for once unanimous. My propoſitions, which iſ 
embraced every part of the Company's dependencies i 
on that ſide of India, could not, without glaring and 
very ſuſpicious partiality, have omitted the terricorics 
of Cheyt Sing. I allotted what I thought (and. /i 
tbink) a very moderate portion of the — f 
. | urthen 
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| burthen of the war to him: had my colleagues been of 
a different opinion, they might have propoſed a modi- 
fication, or a total exemption. They did neither. 
While they admitted the neceſſity of the actual demand, 
they did not object to the ſum : and the deciſion of u- 
ture right (on which there appeared ſome ſhadow '@f 
| heſitation) was, by general conſent, referred to our ſu- 
periors (ſee 2d Report, 26th page). On this right 
our ſuperiors did never decide while, Cheyt Sing con- 
tinued at Benares, though our minutes on the ſubject 
arrived in London the 12th of April 177g.—Thetr 
filence had all the effefF of acquieſcence. The Rajah is 
ſaid to have aſſerted, that I had promiſed this exaction 
ſhould continue but for one year, and ſhould not be drawn 
into precedent. I now molt ſolemnly declare, that I 
never made any ſuch > aa and that I had effectually 
precluded myſelf from making it, the minutes them- 
ſelves will teſtify, for in our firſt debate on the ſubject, 
I agreed to add to my original motion for raiſing the 
troops the following words, © and % be diſbanded at 
the end of the war,” (ſee 2d Report, 26th page). After 
this, I muſt have affected a ſpirit of prophecy, to pre- 
tend that the demand ſhould exiſt only for one year. 
The war continued in 1779, and the demand was ac- 
cordingly renewed. It met with prevarication, excuſe, 
and procraſtination on the part of the Rajah. On the 
third year his delays grew eſtill more perplexing, and 
indicated the ſtrongeſt ſigns of determined diſobe- 
dience*. By this time I conſidered myſelf as acting on 
the ſureſt grounds. The letters from our ſuperiors, in 
anſwer to thoſe of the two preceding years from us, 
contained no one ſentence which could be deemed a 
diſapproval of our tranſactions with the Rajah of Be- 
nares. As the ſubject had been fully and repeatedly 
before them, it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe they had 
overlooked it. With my bands thus ffrengthened by the 
implied approbation of my employers, as the exigencies 
of the war grew daily more preſſing, I moved in Coun- 
ee all the Bengal Conſultations of that period, as exhibited 
in the zd Report of the Select Committee, | 


. 41 3 
eil, © That Cheyt Sing might be required to furniſh 
t ſuch cavalry as he could ſpare, with an expreſs de. 
ve claration to him, that they ſhould be returned at the 
. © cloſe of the war: and this was done by the advice 
And recommendation of Sir Eyre Coote. The Rajah 
certainly maintained a conſiderable body of cavalry, 
He admitted thirteen hundred, and I know they were 
many more. In, the war with the Rohillas he furniſhed 
five hundred to his then ſovereign, Shujah ud Dowlah, iſ 
| (fee Supplement to 2d Report, 12th page) and General 
Clavering would have recommended to him to keep 
up two thouſand : this was the number I demanded; 
but on his repeated repreſentations, I gradually lower. i 
ed my requiſition to one thouſand. He acknowledged 
to have zhirteen hundred, and yet offered but five hui. 
fred to the Company. My patience was exhauſted by 
ſuch repeated acts of contumacy, and I determined 
(I repeat it) to convert them into an advantage for the 
Company's affairs. I conſidered the light in which 
ſuch behaviour would have been viewed by his native 
ſovereign, and I reſolved he ſhould feel the power he BW liti 
had ſo long inſulted. Forty or fifty lacks of rupees iſ 
would have been a moderate fine for Shujah ud Dowlah Wl 
to exact; he who had demanded 25 lacks for the mere fi. 
fine of ſucceſſion, and received 20 in hand, and an 
Increaſed rent tantamount to conſiderably above 30 
lacks more: and therefore I rejected the offer of twenty, 
: with which the Rajah would have compromiſed for i 
His guilt when it was too late. If I ever talked of i 
ſelling the Company's ſovereignty over Benares to the 
Nabob of Oude, it was but ix terrorem; and no ſubſe- 
uent act of mine warrants me to have ſeriouſly in- 
tended it: if I ever threatened to diſpoſteſs the Rajai i 
of his territories, it is no more than what my prede- Wl 
ceſſors (without rebuke from their ſuperiors, or notice 
taken of the expreſſion) had wiſhed and intended to 
have done to his father, even when the Company hal i 
no pretenſions to the ſovereignty of the country; it 8 
no more than ſuch a legal a# of ſovereignty as his bei 
haviour juſtified, and as I was Jaltigeck in by the in · 
entions of my predeceſſors, If I pretended to ſeize 


upon 


. 


> 
upon his forts, it was in full conviction that a depen- 
Jent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, and 
protected in his country by the Company's arms, had 
no occaſion for forts, had no right to them, and could 
hold them for no other than ſuſpected and rebellious 
purpoſes. None of the Company's other Zemindars 


are permitted to maintain them; and even our ally, 


' 
Ly 
% 


the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the Company's troops 

in all his garriſons; policy and public ſafety abſolutely 
required it. What ſtate could exiſt, that allowed its | - 
interior members to hold forts and garriſons, indepen- : 
dent of the ſuperior adminiſtration Alt is a ſoleciſm 

in government to ſuppoſe it. . 


* 


rm. 


= 1 REMOVED Mr. Fowke from Benares on po- 
W litical grounds, againſt the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, becauſe I thought it neceſſary that the Reſident 
there ſhould be a man of my own nomination and con- 
W fidence ; I avow the principle, and think no govern- 
W ment can ſubſiſt without it. The puniſhment of the 
Rajah made no part of my deſign in Mr. Fowke's re- 
moval, or Mr. Markham's appointment, nor was his 
puniſhment an object of my contemplation at the time. 
I removed Mr. Fowke, to appoint Mr. Markham; 
an appointment of my own choice, and a ſignal to 
notify the reſtoration of my own authority, as I had 
before removed Mr. Fowke, and appointed Mr. Gra- 
ham, for the ſame purpoſe. 
The Charge adds, It was ſoon after that I pre- 
e pared for a journey to Benares.” This is not true: 
— The interval of time is evidently ſhortened, for the 
purpoſe of forcing the inference before drawn from 
my appointment of the new Reſident. This appoint- 
ment was made early in February, and I left Calcutta 


in July. e 
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1 deny that the deſign of exacting a penalty from 


i 

"Rajah Cheyt Sing for his contumacious behaviour, h 
was either wicked” or © perfidious,” as is ſtated in n 

the Charge. I admit that I did not enter it on the P 
conſultations, becauſe it was not neceſſary ; even this v 

plan itſelf of the fine was not a fixed plan, but to be 71 
regulated by circumſtances, both as to the ſubſtantial 8 
execution of it, and the mode: nay, I will aver, that cc 

I had drawn up a review of our whole political con- cc 

| nexions, extended even as far as Guzzerat, and given A 
a copy of it to Mr. Wheler, containing a variety of fl 
| modes, from which I meant to draw ſome relief of al- fo 
liance, power, or finance, to ſave them from the ruin 
which was accumulating around them; and this plan cc 

of the fine, as I recollect, made part of it. But was it 
neceſſary, as an official obligation upon me, or would A 

it have been prudent that I ſhould enter upon our con- ri 
ſulcations every ſpeculative reſource to which the exi- lei 
gency of our firs might eventually compel me to ga 
have recourſe? And was I precluded from availing in, 
myſelf of any ſuch reſources, when the occaſion re- * 


uired them, and the means were afforded me, becauſe 
the deſign of them had not before been entered on our 
conſultations? In what part of the Company's ftand- 
ing orders, nay, I may add, in what code of common 
{ nſe, is ſuch a rule preſcribed to me? In this Charge 


Lam blamed for © the long concealment, and late com- ¶ co 
* munication of this intention (viz. of the fine) time ha 
* not being allowed to my colleague to conſider the ex. 
e nature and conſequences of ſuch a project, or to 2 


ce adviſe any precaution concerning the ſame.” The 
grounds on which this Charge is founded are, that al- 


though I communicated my intentions to Major Palmer F : 
in June, it does not appear that I communicated them vin 
to Mr. Whcler till the eye of my departure. It is ſup- not 
oſed that the eve means the preceding night: afſuredly war 

It will admit of a larger conſtruction. From my recol- . %*! 
lection, at this diſtance of time, Iwill venture to affirm, 5 
that my inten: ions were communicated to Mr. Wheler WW . 
eme weeks before my departure; I believe I may ſay, not 


almoſt as ſoon as they were formed, for I was then 
f 8 «i 
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in the habit of the moſt confidential intercourſe with 
him; nay, I think it probable, that they were com- 
municated to him even before they were to Major 
Palmer, as that gentleman arrived in Calcutta only a 
very ſhort time before my departure, which was on the 
7th of July. I avow my intention of fining Cheyt 
Sing fifry lacks. This was the * improvement of the 
ce intereſt which the Company poſſeſſed in the Zemin- 
« dary,” alluded to in my minute on the occaſion. 
And as I own myſelf not to have foreſeen Cheyt Sing's 
fight or rebellion, I did conceive it poſſible to have 
formed an arrangement of this kind © with the Ra- 


% jah,“ and it was certainly © fit and conſonant to 


ce the mutual engagements ſubſiſting between the Com- 


c pany and the Rajah.” This I will prove at large: 


A fine was what [ meant to exact—and 7 fine was a 
right expreſsly reſerved to the Company (ſee a ſecret 
letter from the Governor General and Council of Ben- 
gal, dated 15th January 1776—1. e. General Claver- 
ing, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis): * We 
« thought it adviſeable to fix a proper” weight and 
« ſtandard, to be invariably obſerved by the Rajah in 
ce all money which might be coined, on pain of For- 
« feiting the mint, and being liable to any penalty the 
« Board might think fit to impoſe, on the firſt inſtance 
« of any deviation.” The ſame ſovereignty which 


could diftare fo authoritatively on one occaſion, mult ' 


have had an equal right in others; and therefore the 
exaction and payment of a penalty was conſonant to the 
engagements between the Company and the Rajah *, In 

| 2 et its my 


* Shujah ud Dow!ah levied a fine, on the death of the father, 
for inveſting the ſon. Here then we have a /econd right made over, 
with the other appendage» of ſovereignty, to the Company. Had 
not our powerful interpoſition prevented the conſequences of Bul- 
want Sing's treachery to his maſter, in 1764, Shujah ud Dowlah 
would probably have exerted, with ſignal rigour, a third right of 
ning, and have furniſhed me with a precedent full in point to 
my treatment of Cheyt Sing. The inference therefore is, that the 
right of fining was general—perhaps arbitrary; but for that I am 
not reſponſible : it is a defect woven into the texture of the Mogul 
ſyllem.— It will, no doubt, be moſt happy for the inhabitants of 


— - 


T 
my narrative of the ſubſequent tranſactions between 

Cheyt Sing and myſelf, compoſed while all the cir- 
cumſtances were ſtrong in my recollection, I have de. 
tailed every eee neceſſary for a complete com- 
prehenſion of the painful part I had to ſupport.— To 
the colourings which are put upon many of my expreſ- 
ſions by the ſubtilties of conſtruction, I ſhall make 
few or no objections. Truth is my immediate aim, 
and I cannot ſtep out of my way to glean up every 
caſual inſinuation; otherwiſe I might obſerve, that! 
cannot well conceive why, on my refuſal to ſee the 
Rajah, it ſhould be pronounced that I © rudely and 
« nſolently forbid his viſit. Is it rude to be peremp- 
tory? or is reſolution inſolence? If he were a great 
Prince, I, as repreſenting his ſovereign, ſhould ſeem 
a great King. I gave the Rajah in writing my charges 
reſpecting his conduct, * anforma!” perhaps, and 
<« trregular;” (for where ſhould 7 have acquired the 
legal preciſion requiſite for a ſpecial pleader ?) but cer- 
tainly ſubſtantial, momentous, and juſt, I have ſaid that 
his anſwer was not only unſatisfactory in ſubſtance, 
« but offenſive in ſtyle.” I repeat the aſſertion now, 
that near five years ſince elapſed have cooled my re- 
ſentments (if I ever had any) and that my feelings are 
no longer intereſted by concomitant circumſtances. 
It was filled with ſhuffling excuſes and palpable falſe- 
hoods. It ſtated that the Rajah had furniſhed the ad- 
ditional five lacks of rupees © with the atmoſt readi- 
« neſs;” and that he had © taken @ penalty bond from 
* his aumils that they ſhould keep no thieves in their diſ- 
& tris *.” I had now reaſon to ſuſpect that the Rajah 
would never come to ſuch “ an arrangement“ as I 
wiſhed, till he had, at leaft in ſome light degree, felt 
the hand of authority; and I accordingly put him 
under an arreſt. No inſult, no menace, no violence 


Afia, when the deſpotic inſtitutes of Jengheez Khawn, or Tamer- 
lane, ſhall give place to the liberal ſpirit of a Britiſh legiſlature; 
and I ſhall be amply ſatisfied in my preſent proſecution, if it ſhall 
tend to haſten the approach of an event ſo beneficial to the great 
intereſts of mankind. | „ | 
Was all this true, or /atisfa&ory, or decent? 255 f 
$2: | O 


da "TY W — on. dh. babe: 1 W — 3 r * EY gat FLO 
EF ITS a G FAS «e624 F797 * * „ © 9 * 1 325 
8 #5 * 1 k 3 de . 
* * 
* : 
0 4 


** ! 

ol any kind, was intended or applied: I even wrote 
to him, to calm any apprehenſions for perſonal ſafety 
which he might be weak enough to entertain; and re- 
ceived his anſwer, that “ he was entirely free from 
« concern and apprehenſion.” What followed, I 
need not here particularize. My conduct was regu- 
lated by events which I could neither foreſee nor con- 
troul. All my original meaſures were broken through, 
all my deſigns annihilated, by the barbarous maſlacre 
of my unarmed troops, and the unexpected flight of 
Cheyt Sing. Every ſtep which I had taken before 
that fatal moment, is an incontrovertible proof that I 

had formed no deſign © of ſeizing upon the Rajah's 

W < treaſures, or of depoſing him ;” and certainly, at 
the time when 1 aid form the deſign of making the 
puniſhment of his former ill conduct ſubſervient to 

the exigencies of the ſtate, by a large fine, 7 did not 
« believe him guilty of that premeditated project for driv- 

« ing the Engliſh out of India, with which I afterwards _ 
ce charged him.” —Had 1 been forewarned of this pro- 

jet, in the extent which I afterwards diſcovered, I 
moſt aſſuredly would have anticipated his ſchemes with 
more ſolid effect, and without perſonal hazard : I 
would never have propoſed to © ſettle his zemindary 
«© upon him,” on any footing at all. Nothing there- 
fore can equal my ſurprize at the tenor of this part of 
the charge, except my incapacity to anſwer, without 
contradiction, two accuſations totally contradiffory. In 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th-clauſes of this 3d ſection of 
the 3d Charge, I am accuſed of implacability to all the 
Rajah's humble ſubmiſſions ; of per/everance in reject- 

ing all accommodation, though ſeveral offers were 

made; and of being filled with inſolence and malice,” 
in not replying to the Rajah's letters, after he had ſo 
notoriouſly drawn the ſword of rebellion. And in the 
27th clauſe of the ſame ſeAion of the ſame Charge, it 
is aſſerted, that if I «© had conceived him (Cheyt Sing) 

* to have entertained traitorous deſigns againſt the 

Company, from whom he held his tributary eſtate, 

* or had been otherwiſe guilty of ſuch enormous of- 

* fences as to make it neceſſary to take extraordinary 

Here : F meaſures 
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ec meaſures for coercing him, it would not have bem | 
40 proper to ſettle upon ſuch a traitor and criminal the 
tc zemindarry of Benares, or any other territory, upon 
te the molt eligible, or upon any other footing what. 
© ever.” Thus am I in one and the ſame Charge 
_ accuſed of being ſevere, and told it “ would not have 
ce been proper for me to have been /enient; cenſured 

for intending to ſettle the zemindarry upon Cheyr Sing, 
and cenſured for having rejected all his offers towards 
a ſetilement.—I can only anſwer to this formidable 
dilemma, that fo long as I conceived Cheyt Sing' 
miſconduct and contumacy to have me rather than the 
company for its object, at leaſt to be merely the effect 
of pernicious advice or miſguided folly, without any 
formal deſign of openly reſiſting our authority, or dil 
claiming our ſovereignty, I looked upon a conſiderable 
ſine as ſufficient both for his immediate puniſhment, 
and for binding him to future good behaviour: [ 
therefore entertained no ſerious thoughts of expelling 
him, or proceeding otherwiſe to violence; but when 
Be and his people broke out into the moſt atrocious 
acts of rebellion and murder; when the Jus fortioris « 
lex ultima regum were appealed to on his part, (and 
without any ſufficient plea afforded him on mine, ) 
from that moment conſidered him as the traitor and 
criminal deſcribed in the charge; and no conceſſions 
no humiliations, no ſubmiſſions, could ever after in- 
duce me to ſettle the zemindarry of Benares, or any 
fe other territory, upon him, on any footing what- 

erer. 

Minutes delivered by me at the Council Board dur: 
ing the time that the ceſſion of the ſovereignty of Be- 
nares and Gauzipoor was negotiated with the Vizie, 
are quoted 2gainſt me in the 28th clauſe of this part d 
the Charge. The minute in queſtion does undoubt: 
edly contain my ſentiments at that period, but thoſe 
Ling Fentiments went for nothing: General Clavering and hi 
majority decided againſt my opinion; © the meaſurt i 
4. ftriftly and exclufively their own ;” I, therefore, hawk 
nothing to do with it. But when, by the death of tic 


who that majority, I became ſomewhat mY 
that 
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unleſs the whole of our n in that quarter 


than a mere Pageant in the adminiſtration, I. 
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Cheyt Sing preciſely. what bey had mad: Bim, a tribu- 
tary landholder; not what I woxld have made him (but 
was over-ruled) an independent prince, and a powerful 

ally, placed-as a barrier between the Vizier and Go- 
verament of Bengal.—7 would have cauſed the Com- 
pany's tribute to be received at Patna within the Com- 
pany's provinces : They cauſed it to be received at Be- 
nafes. I would have renounced the ſovereignty of his 
country: They aſſumed it. The ſovereignty which they 


reſumed the buſineſs where they had left it; I confidered 


aſumed, it fell to my lot, very unexpectedly, to exert; 
and whether or not © ſuch powers, or powers of that 


ce nature, were delegated to me by any proviſions of 
cc any act of parliament,” I confeſs myſelf too little of 
a lawyer to pronounce. I only know, that the accep- 
tance of the ſovereignty of Benares, &c. is not ac- 
knowledged or admitted by any act of parliament; and 


yet, by the particular interference of the majority. of 


the council, the company is clearly and indiſputably 
ſeized of that ſovereignty. That if, therefore, the,/o- 


vereignty of Benares, as ceded to us by the Vizier, 


have any rights whatever annexed to it (and be not a 


mere empty word without meaning) thoſe rights muſt 


be ſuch as are held, countenanced, and eſtabliſhed by 
the law, cuſtom, and uſage of the Mogul Empire; and 
not by the proviſions of any Britiſh act of parliament 
hitherto enacted. Thoſe rights (and none other) I have 


been the involuntary inſtrument of enforcing. And if 


any future act of parliament ſhall poſitively, or by 
implication, tend to annihilate * very rights, or 
their exertion, as I have exerted them, I much fear, 
that the boaſted ſovereignty of Benares, which was 

held up as an acquiſition almoſt obtruded upon the 
Company, N my conſent and opinion. (for I 
acknowledge that, even then, I foreſaw many dif- 


ficulties and inconyeniences in its future exereiſe) 1 
fear, I ſay, that this ſovereignty will be found a 


burthen inſtead of a benefit; a heavy clog rather 
than a precious gem to its preſent poſſeſſors. _ 


Fa . and made an uniform compact body, by 
One grand and ſyſtematic arrangement; ſuch an ar. 
'  Tang&ment as ſhall do away all che miſchief; doubt, 
and inconveniences (both to the governors and go. 
verned) irifing from the variety of tenures, right, 
and claims in all cafes of landed property and feudal 
juriſdiction in India; from the informafity, invalidity 
and inſtabinty of all engagements in ſo divided and 
unſettled a ſtate of Tociely ; and from the unavoidable 
- anarchy and confufion of different laws, religions, and 
prejudices, | moral; civil, and political, all jumbled 
together in One unnatural and diſcordant maſs. Every 
Part of Hiddoltan has been conſtantly expoſed to theſe 
and fimitar difadvantages ever fince rhe Mahemedan 
conqueſts. The Hindoos, who never incorporated 
With their conquerors, Were kept in order only by the 
| ſtrong hand of power. The conſtant fectfficy of fimi- 
: lar exerrions would increafe at once their energy and 
extent, ſo that rebellion itſelf is the parent and pro- 
moter of deſpotiſm. BETTS A Avg 4 1 
SBovereignty in India implies nothing elſe; for 1 
ktiow not how we can form an eſtimate of its powers 
but from its viſible effects and thoſe are every where 
the fame, from Cabonl to Aſfam. The Whole hif- 
tory of n g more than precturnts to prove 
the -invariable exerciſe of arbitrary power. To al 
this J ſtrongly alluded in the minutes I delivered in 
Council, when the Treaty with the new Vizier was on 
foot in 1775; and I wiſhed to make Cheyt Sing inde- 
pendent, becauſe in India dependance included a thou- 
fand evits, many of which I enumerated ar that time, 
and they dre entered in the ninth elauſe of the firlt 
ſcction of rhis Charge. I knew the potoers with ꝛubich 
en lididn ſobrreigiiy is armed, end the damgers to whid 
tributaries are expoſed. 1 knew, that from the hiſtory 
"of Alia, and from the very nature of mankind, the 
[ſobjttts öf a deſpotic empire afe always vigilant for 
the toment to rebel, and the ſovereign is ever jealous 
'of rrbellwus intentions. A Zemindar is ah Indian 
ſubject, and as ſuch expoſed to the EEmmion" lor of 
his Yllows. 4 The mean und depru vid Rute of © 
ph | N . „“ met 
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« err Zemingar” is, therefore, this very dependance 


* 


at. above · mentioned op a deſpotic Goyernment — this 
dts, very proneneſs to ſhake off his allegiance, and this 


very expoſure to continual danger from his ſavereign's 
jealouly, which are conſequent on the political fate 
of Hindoſtanjc Governments. Bulwant Sing if he 
lad been; and Cheyt Sing as long as he 27, a Ze- 
« fate, by the conftitution of his country. I did not 
make it for him, but would have ſecured him from 
it. Thoſe pho made bim 4 Zemindar entailed upon 
him the. conſequence of ſo meas and depraved. a tenure. 
Ally Verdy Khaun and Coſſim Ally Aued all their Ze- 


dan mindars, on the neceſſities of war, and on every pre- 
ned tence, either of Court neceſſity, or of Court extraya- 
mi- I have but fe words to alledge in my own behalf 
and on the depoſitions; affidavits, and other teſtimonies 
ro- annexed to my narrative. Every man will ſee that 
oh in ſo ſingular a ſituation I could do no otherwiſe. If 
t 1 the meabs I made uſe of were the belt in my power, 
vers I ſtand acquitted of neglect or ill intention, The 
\ere perſons who have given their ſeveral teſtimonies on 
hi. the occaſion were not ſelected for the purpoſe y me, 
ove but are ſueh as were on the ſpot, and who owed their 
a i knowledge of the tranſactions either to actual in- 
in ſpection, or to ſharing a part of the common diffi- 
> ON culties : How ſuch of the evidence as was atteſted 


upon oath could be 10. fit or decent to be taken by 
5e Britiſp magiſtrate, or to be tranſmitted to a Bri- 
« tiſh. government,” I am {till at a loſs to compre- 
hend. I have always thought that an affidavit. might 
be ſworn to before any of bis Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace, whether in or out ef the particular and local 
juriſdiction of that magiſtrate. Britiſh ſubjects could 
certainly ſwear with propriety before no other perſon 


for i vbatever, while ſuch a magiſtrate was on the ſpot ; 
ous BR 22d ifs I had neglected this precaution, I cannot doubt 
Jian but it would have been converted into a much more 

t of formidable Charge againft me, that, with every op- 
74“ portunity for compleatly vindicating all the ſteps I 
ert „ 4 — 


— — — _ 
_ 
* 


— ͤ . _ 


— —— 4s 
SIE CIO oo Er — — 


1 


| « dibility, or relevancy of the affidavit.” To the ad- 


- amenable. But theſe are ſophiſtries totally uncon- 
nected with the main queſtion. I deemed Cheyt Sing 


miſſions, and expelled him from his Zemindarry. The 
. affidavits are meant as proofs of his rebellion for the 


ever ſhake a tittle of my opinion. My ſuperiors, the 
Court of Directors, in their letter to Bengal of the 


c confiftently ſhewn bim; nor was any meaſure for his 
te reſtoration ever ig, 2c To them, therefore, and 


2 as ? i FN 
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& had taken in this affair, I had moſt m/, and 
ic fraudulently, and unjuſtifiably omitted to have th, 
« ſeveral circumſtances detailed in writing upon oath, 
« although one of bis majeſty's juſtices was upon the jy 
&« at the time.” In a matter of mere affidavit (no trial 
in à court of juſtice then pending) I never have heard 
that it was uſual, or expected, or neceſſay to have : 
perſon preſent to object to the competence or cre. 


miſſion of ſuch objections, a juſtice of peace, out of bit 
local juriſdiction, is certainly not competent : it alten 
the very nature of the function; and would conſtitute 
a judicial proceſs between two parties, before a judge 
who holds no court, and to whom neither party i; 


a rebel and a traitor ; I accordingly rejected his ſub- 


ſatisfaction of others; my own conviction wanted no ſuch 
aſſiſtance; nor would any objections he could have mat: 


28th of January 1784, have ſaid, After the reſiſtance 
te which the Rajah had made, no countenance could k 


to their ſenſe of the Rajah's guilt, I may appeal for 
the propriety of tranſmitting thoſe teſtimonies. |: 
was a maſs of evidence, which on the whole proved 


che ſufficiency of the grounds on which I have a&ted, 
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I AM here accuſed of having cauſed a ſecond, and 
then a third ©© revolution in Benares:“ That is, the 


rovince is put on the footing of a diſpoſſeſſion of the 
immediate landholder and Zemindar ; which amounts 
| nearly to aſſerting, that the diſmiſſion of a Miniſtry 
in this country is as complete a revolution as the abdi- 
cation of James the Second. The expulſion of Cheyt 
Sing was indifputably a © revolution“ —I have always 
called it ſo, The ſubſequent arrangements were mere 
internal. corrections of a ſyſtem which experiment 
proved to be imperfect. When a new ſyſtem was to 
<4 formed with the ſucceſſor of Cheyt INE (who, 
not being his heir, Bad no claim of right) I ſaw no 
objection to making the Company's intereſts my firſt 
principle of action. The eaſy accumulation of too 
much wealth had been Cheyt Sing's ruin; it had 
buoyed him up with extravagant and ill-fourided no- 
tions of independence, which I very much wiſhed to 
diſcourage in the future Rajah. Some part therefore 
of the ſuperabundant produce of the country I turned 
into the coffers of the ſovereign, by an augmentation 
of the tribute. To the mint, and the exerciſe of crimi- 
nal juſtice, we were excluſively entitled by the ve 
AF of Ceffion from the Vizier; and they were bot 
given up to Cheyt Sing as a matter of perſonal favour 
only: That we had not given up to him the right as 
well as the function, is proyed by the paragraph above 
quoted, where an arbitrary penalty, and aZual depri- 
vation, are denounced againſt him for the very firſt 
abaſement of coin, by the authority of the Council, 
without any participation in the act. Theſe two, 
therefore, I reſumed, from conviction of its being 
proper and neceſſary ſo to do. The one is held Fe 


+ — * 


removal of 2. Collector or Reteiver-General of the 
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the Britiſh reſident, nominated and appointed by the 
Company, Mr. Fowke, by whom I believe it to have 
been moſt honourably conducted; the other I en- 
truſted, with ſome. new and neceſſary modifications, 
to a Mahommedan of the firft abilities in India, ang 
of the moſt unimpeachable integrity; under whoſe 
adminiſtration, tranquillity,. good order, and ſecurity 
have taken place in a degree never before experienced 
in Benares. The inhabitants have increaſed fince that 
period, and upwards of 2,500 houſes (as he informs me 
in a letter 1 haye lately received from him) have been 
added to the city. To obviate miſunderſtanding, I 
muſt obſerve, that the adminiſtrator of criminal juſ. 
tice in Benares has always been of the Mahommedan 
religion, and was always appointed by Shujah ul 
Dowlah himſelf to. the day of his death. Of the 
events ſubſequent to Cheyt Sing's expulſion, I con- 
ceive a very {light account to be ſufficient. I ſettled 
the affairs of the Zemindarry at that period with as 
much care and circumſpection as the ſhorrneſs of the 
time, and the variety of my employments, would 

ermit. It 'happened (for which I was by no means 

lameable) that the perſons in whom |1 entruſted 
the executive powers of the Zemindarry, and whom! 
choſe becauſe they were, the neareſt relations of the 
Rajah, were inadequate to the duty. I had reaſon to 
doubt their integrity .as well as capacity, and therefore 
I cauſed them to be removed. A ſecond experiment 
proved equally unſatisfactory, and from the ſame 
cauſes. I was therefore reduced to exert the ſame re- 
medy ; but during theſe neceſſary, and by no means 
extraordinary, changes of miniſtry, the Rajah himſelf 
and his people were in perfect ſecurity : the very re- 
moval of the effective adminiſtrator, on his op- 
preſſi ve conduct and official peculation, has operated 
on the minds of the inhabitants very greatly in fa- 
vour of Britiſh integrity; and good government. It 
is a fact, and I can adduce very many Gentlemen nov 
in London, to confirm my aſſertion, that the countries 


of Benares and Gauzipoor were never, within the me- 
By Zo mor} fs 


mory of Engliſhmen, ſo well protected, fo peaceably 
governed, or more induſtriouſly cultivated, than at the 
preſent moment: and as for the city of Benares, I ap- 
peal to the letters which have been lately received from 
Madajee Scindia, by his Majeſty and the Eaft India 
Company, and which were written months after my 
departure, to prove, that my regulations had not only 


| contributed greatly to the peace and good order of that | 


city, but had extended the credit and reputation of 
the Engliſh government to every part of Hindoſtan 
and Deccan. i 1 | 
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Preface to the Fourth Charge; 


EFORE I proceed to reply to the Charges re. 
ſpecting my conduct to the Begums, and on the 
affairs of Oude, I muſt obſerve that they contain 
particulars of which I was totally ignorant until I read 

them in the Charges. I am, therefore, very much if 
indebted to the aſſiſtance of Mr. Middleton, and to 
the information of gentlemen who were in Oude when 
the tranſactions alluded to happened. By theſe aids iſ 
I have been enabled to reply fully to theſe Charges; 
and every aſſertion in my reply is capable of proof, i 
either by documents now before this Honourable 8 
Houſe, or by evidence ready to be produced at its 
bar. For the conveniency of this Honourable Houſe, I 
I ſhall reply to theſe Charges, not as they are num-i 
bered, but as the ſubjects are connected. Firl, 
« The Princeſſes of Oude; Second, © Miſdemean-WiW i 
cc ors in Oude;” Third, © Deſtruction of the Raja iſ 
« of Sahlone; and, Fourth, . Farruckabad.” 
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Charge the F ourth. 


PRINCESSES of OUDE.. 


| bt is certainly not true, that the Nabob of Oude 
was ever under the controul of the Bengal govern- 
ment, in the extent ſtated in this Charge. That the 
reſident, who repreſented the Council General, had an 
influence at his court, cannot be diſputed ; but it is 
notorious that the acts of the Nabob's government 
were, on various occaſions, remonſtrated againſt, and 
ine ffectually oppoſed by the reſident, as may be ſeen 
by the public correſpondence of Meſſrs. Middleton 
and Briſtow. Ir cannot, therefore, be admitted, that 
the Engliſh name and character were concerned in 
every act of his government, or in any not autho- 
“ rized by them.” „ 
Allowing it to be true, that the country of Oude 
vas in a flouriſhing ſtate before our interference, ſurely 
cannot be chargeable with the evils reſulting from 
che ſyſtem we eſtabliſhed, ſince I gave all the oppoſi- 
tion I could to the firſt introduction of it. The ſyſtem 
Ws undoubtedly very defective, and generally preju- 
Wcicial to the Nabob's affairs, inaſmuch as it neceſſarily 
eſtabliſhed a degree of interference in his government, 
undefined by any preciſe rule; which, however diſ- 
ll reetly uſed, could not fail to weaken his authority, 
nd in many caſes to be productive of all the evils 
onſequent on a divided government. The 3 
1 N ö . or 
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act of his own, found himſelf, on ſome occaſions, driven 
to the neceſſity even of oppoſing the execution of the 
Nabob's orders to the officers of his own government, 
as the only means of defending the ſecurities made 


over to him for the public claims of the Company; 


for however willing his excellency may have been to 
grant aſſignments for the liquidation of his debt, he 
was never very ſcrupulous of infringing them, when 
preſſed by other importunate creditors, but has fre- 
quently granted Tuncaws upon Aumils, whoſe reve- 
nue, to its utmoſt amount, he well knew had been 


previouſly aſſigned over to the Company. In ſuch 
caſes the reſident, though inveſted with no oſtenſible 


authority, would have failed in his duty, had he not 
reliſted, and exerted every means in his power to 
maintain his priority of claim, however conſcious he 
might be that in ſo doing he weakened the authority 
of the Nabob in the eyes of his aumils and ſubjects in 
general, This conduct of the Nabob forced the re. 
ſident into a competition with his authority, and ex- 
hauſted the revenues of the aſſigned lands, by giving 
new drafts, with new powers, on what was already 
pledged to its utmoſt extent, which may have been one 
ſource of the decline of the Nabob's country, ſince 
our connection with-it; but more obvious ones may 
certainly be traced, in the great and conſtant drain of 


ſpecie from the Nabob's into the Company's provinces; | 


in the ſupineneſs and inactivity of his excellency's ad- 
miniſtration; and, laſtly, in the calamity of three ſuc- 
ceſſive years drought, which, if we may judge from 
the fatal experience of a ſingle year's failure of the 


natural rains in our provinces, would have leſt 


them an entire waſte, without cultivation or inha- 


bitants. The eſtimate of the revenues of Oude at 


the preſent Nabob's acceſſion to the government, as 
given in this Charge, is fallacious; for, from the year 
1777, when I re- appointed my own agent to the Na- 
bob's Court, the revenue never amounted to any thing 
like the ſum ſtated, even if the revenues of Benares 
were included. Two millions ſterling would have 


been 


for inſtance, though officially competent to no poſitive. 


tes l 
been much nearer the reality. The revenue never was 
equal to the enormous burthen of the two Engliſh bri- 

ades, with the progreſſive liquidation of the accu- 
mulated heavy balance, and the ineffectual endeavour 
to realize ſuch claim, from the common reſources of 
the country, was ever a ſource of the greateſt embar- 
raſſment and diſtreſs to the Nabob's affairs. The ba- 
lance on the annual tuncaws or aſſignments was always 
conſiderable, but never greater than it was at the time 
of Mr. Briſtow's firſt removal, and Mr. Middleton's 
appointment to the Court of Oude, (the beginning of 
1777) nor the confuſion in the country mare ſerious or 
S alarming, as may be proved by the public correſpon- 

dence of that period. But neither ſhall I, nor the 
reſident of my choice, be chargeable with any of the 
# evils antecedent to that time, as the whole powers of 
government were lodged in other hands. Sn” 
The moſt rigorous means were adopted, and even 
threats of military execution reſorted to in the time of 
the late Reſident, Mr. Briſtow, in the year 1776, to 

exact the payment then made by the Begum ; nor would 

any ſofter methods have availed, as ſhe declared © ſhe 
S © would ſooner throw her treaſure and jewels into the 
river, than advance the Nabob a ſingle rupee.” Her 
jewels, cloaths, and houſehold utenſils, were permitted 
to be taken in default of ready money payments, and 
converted to the Campany's ule by public auction in 
Calcutta, without any diſapprobation having been ſig- 
nified by the Council General, either of the principle 
on which the claim had been made on the Begum, or 
the mode of enforcing it. All delicacy was neceſſarily 
laid aſide; and it now became a queſtion, “ whether 
“the Nabob,” as Mr. Briſtow ſtated, © ſhould ſeize his 
right, or ſuffer a lack of ſouls to periſh, and the 
* ſovereignty of theſe provinces to be transferred to 
| © another family.” The Board, ſo far from diſap- 
proving this dottrine of Mr. Briſtow, that two of the 
Members, Colonel Monſon and Mr. Francis, record- 
ed their opinion, © that the Begum who ſucceeded to 
the treaſures, ſhould pay * all the ſums due to the 
Company; and Mr. Francis expreſſed his aſtoniſh- 
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ment, that the Begum, © in a country where women bu 
“ are not allowed a free agency in the moſt trifling tru 
« domeſtic concerns,” ſhould, as the condition of tim 
yielding up thoſe treaſures, claim an interference in e 
the Nabob's government, and © preſume to talk of ap. 4 
« pointing Miniſters, and governing kingdoms.” The wh 
concluding words of Mr. Francis are very ſtrong, de: 
« With reſpett to receiving her into the provinces, | Ml his 
« ſhall have no objettion, provided ſhe can chtain e the 
« Nubob's conſent ; without that, ſhe can have no right pre 
« to remove the immenſe wealth ſhe poſſeſſes, or even lid. 
& her own per/on, out of his dominions.” Theſe were dit 
the opinions of two leading Members of the Council tur 
at that time, on the claim ſet up by the Nabob, and the bet 
independent T1ghts of the Begum; and yet there was as 
then no accuſation againſt her of notorious diſaffettion ma 
and conſpiracy. © The treaſures ſhe poſſeſſed,” Mr, her 
Briſtow faid, © were the treaſures of the ſtate, as ſhe her 
« had not ſucceeded to them by any legal title ;” the ul 
Nabob was, therefore, ſtrictly juſtified in demanding ha\ 
them ; and if there was any thing in the whole pro- ref 
ceeding, which did not accord with the ſentiments of we! 
people in general, it was the part we officially took to pa) 
prevent the Nabob's recovering the whole of his patri- wh 
monial eſtate from thoſe who fraudulently with-held it rat. 
from him. He was charged with the whole of his fa- of 
ther's debts; his life was repeatedly endangered by the act 
inſurrections of his troops, who had been left many hee 
months in arrears; and he was moreover diveſted by bee 
us of a valuable part of his dominions; and yet ve Shi 
prevented him from availing himſelf, as he had un- the 
doubted right to do, of the means which were left him bar 
of ſatisfying thoſe debts; the whole of which had been bet 
incurred in the accumulation of the very wealth he Bri 
was now contending for. 1 * 4 
It is not true, that the Begums were left in charge of Mi © « 
the late Nabob's treaſures, or other valuable effects pro 
for the purpoſes ſet forth in the Charge of maintaining Was 
his offspring and dependants; the old Begum, the trar 
mother of Shujah ul Dowlah, is entirely out of the of 
queſtion, having had no preſents entruſted ta her care, any 
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but ſhe became poſſeſſed of them in her capacity of 
truſtee and treaſurer of the deceaſed, who for ſome 
time before his death“ depoſited the ſurplus of his re- 
« yenues with the Bow Begum, to provide againſt an 
« emergency.” Hence the whole of his property, of 
what ſort ſoever, was in her cuſtody at the time of his 
death, but ſtill as a depoſit, though from the hands of 
his mother ; for they were the rights of the ſtate which 
ſhe had in charge.—But I muſt repeat, that I diſap- 
prove, and ſtill "condemn the interference of our Re- 
fident ; becauſe we had no concern in it, and our cre- 
dit ſuffered in the opinions of mankind, from the na- 
tural diſguſt which would be excited by a contention 
between a fon and his mother, and by our appearance 
as incendiaries, inſtead of conciliators in it : but no 
man could ever aſſert or believe, that it was therefore 
her own. It was undoubtedly a conſtituent part of the 
hereditary eſtate, which devolved to the Nabob Aſſoph 
ul Dowlah on his father's demiſe, and as ſuch ought to 
have been wholly delivered up to him; but the Begum 
W refuſed to give up any thing until coercive meaſures 
W were threatened, and then ſhe conſented only to the 
payment of thirty out of one hundred and ſeventy lacks, 
which Mr. Briſtow declared, that, on the moſt mode- 
rate computation, ſhe poſſeſſed ; and making a merit 
of this condeſcenſion, ſhe was ſuffered to demand, and 
actually to exact, from the Nabob, an increaſe of jag- 
heers to ten times the amount of the income which had 
been ſettled upon the old Begum-by her deceaſed ſon, 
Shujah ul Dowla, for the maintenance of herſelf and 
the numerous family and dependants of her late huſ- 
band, Sufdur Jung. The agreement thus entered into 
between the Nabob and his mother was ratified by Mr. 
Briſtow, without any authority; but © as the urgency 
4 of the caſe rendered it neceſſary, the Board approv- 
ed the ratification.” The Board, I have ſaid, ap- 
proved of it, and I was a Member of the Board, but I 
was an inefficient Member of it; the whole of this 
tranſaction having paſſed under the order and guidance 
of the majority of the Board, which excluded me from 
any ſhare in their acts, equally in fuch as I approved, 
| - „ | and 
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and in ſuch as I diſapproved. It will appear from the 
preceding reafoning, that I approved M the Naboh's 
aſſertion of his own right to re- claim the treaſures of 
his inheritance. | 

It is not true that the women and children of the late 
Nabob were left, or intended to be left, dependant on 
the Bow Begum. They were ſeparately provided for, 
and though, from the failure of the funds aſſigned for 
their maintenance, they were too often ſubjett to great 
inconvenience, they never experienced any adts of be. 
nevolence from the Begum, beyond an occaſional dona. 
tion of a few rupees to the children, when ſhe conde. 
ſcended, which was indeed very ſeldom, to permit them 
to wait upon her. Neither is it true, that the jagheers 
were left the Begum by the late Nabob. At the time 
of his death the diſtricts, which afterwards conſtituted 
the jagheer, were held by the Begum on the footing of 
a farm, under the name and management of Jowar Ally 
Cawn, with whom the accounts of the ſame were an- 
nually adjuſted at the Khalſa. To the preſent Nabob, 
therefore, ſhe was indebted for the principal part of her 
Jagheers. | _ 

The treaty and guarantee, though ratified, it would 
appear, by the Council only becauſe “ the urgency of 
<« the caſe rendered it neceſſary;“ and, though the 
Begum, before fix months had elapſed, had, by Ms. 
Briſtow's acknowledgment, * forfeited her claim to the 
protection of the Company, by infringing the condi- 
« tions of the treaty to which they were guarantees, 
were molt ſacredly adhered to by me, until the miſcon- 
duct of the Begums and their dependants, on the occa- i 
lion of the inſurrection at Benares, would have made it 
an act of the greateſt injuſtice in the Company to them- 
ſelves to continue their protection: The guarantee vas 
then withdrawn, and the Nabob was permitted w renev iſ 
and proſecute his claim to his inheritance. Previous 
to that period the Reſident, by my orders, on all occa« i 
ſions employed the utmoſt influence of his ſtation, to 
guard the Regums aſſumed privileges from invaſion, and 
in various inſtances, as will appear from his public cor- 
reſpondence, did oppoſe, almoſt by violence, * 
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ſigns of the Nabob, where they were hoſtile or offen- 


Ave to the Begum. He repcatedly went to Fyzabad, 


purpoſely to mediate between the Nabob and his mo- 
ther, and reconcile mutual animoſities; which, on one 
ſide, were perpetually excited by the jealouſy and in- 
tereſted views of the two principal eunuchs, Jowar and 
Bahar Ally Cawn; and in eve 
ſoever, he invariably ſhewed that attention and reſpe& 
to the Begum, which was due to her from the near re- 
lation ſhe bore to our ally. This the Bow Begum her- 
ſelf admitted, obſerving, in her letter to Mr. Briſtow, 
« That the Nabob, her ſon, had once before threatened 
© to ſeize her jagkeer, but Mr. Middleton interfered, 
« and prevented it;” and there is not the ſhadow of 
doubt, that, but for this interpoſition, his Excellency 
would long before not only bave ſeized her jagheers, 
but have wreſted from her the treaſures ſhe unjuſtly 
withheld from him. 
The Nabob was permitted to reſume the jagheers, 
becauſe they were found highly prejudicial to the re- 
venue of the State; and he granted, to ſuch as were 
entitled to that indulgence, ſtipends in money equiva- 
lent to the net produce of their lands. The Begums 
were expreſsly provided for, and the payments were to 
be made them, not at the diſcretion of the Nabob, but 
from the Company's treaſury under charge of the Re- 
dent, Where then was the pretended injury, ſince 
the Begums were regularly to receive, according to their 
own ſtatement, to the utmoſt amount of what they ever 
realized from their jagheers ? This propoſal was repeat- 
edly made to them in writing, and fully explained to 
their agents, by the Nabob, his Miniſters, and the Reſi- 


dent, but was anſwered with the groſſeſt indecency and | 
abuſe, and the moſt violent denunciation of vengeance 


on the whole country, in caſe their jagheers were touch- 
ed. With reſpect to the other jagheerdars, excepting 


only the Nabob Salar Jung, and a very few others, they 
vere generally the meaneſt and moſt contemptible of 


- 


the Nabob's ſubjeQs, and in no ſhape deſerving of his 
bounty. They were, in ſhort, his Orderlies, and other 
perſons of that ſtamp, the companions of his looſer 
: . . hours. 
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other inſtance what- 
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hours. The perſonal influence of theſe men, which 
was very powerful, was naturally exerted to defeat 
deſign which ſo materially affected their intereſts, and 
not without conſiderable efficacy, as appeared by the 
Nabob's ſubſequent conduct when the meaſure of re. 
ſumption came to be carried into execution. It was 
on their account only that any difficulties were ſtarted, 
and could theſe men have been exempted, his Excel. 
lency would moſt certainly have made no hefitation 
about the reſt; but it would indeed have been a dil. 
grace to the influence which we were ſuppoſed to have 
acquired in his government, to have ſuffered a partial 
diſtinction in favour of ſuch unworthy objetts. 

No injury was intended, or could poſſibly ariſe to 
the Begums, from the reſumption of the jagheers; they 
were found deſtructive of the Nabob's revenue, and 
dangerous to the very exiſtence of his government; 
they had been made the ſources to feed a rebellion. It 
was neceſſary therefore to reſume them; and the only 
change which the Begums ſituation could undergo from 
it, was the ſubſtitution of the Nabob's agency, with the 
pledged ſecurity of the Company's Reſident, in lieu of 
that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn. 
No ſtipulation was made in favour of any other jag- 
heerdars, becauſe the faith of the Company was not 
concerned in it. | | b 

The two diſtinct acts, of reſuming the jagheers, and 
ſeizing the treaſures, are confounded, and improperly 
made to originate from one and the ſame cauſe, viz. Wi! 
the defection of the Begums in the inſurreQion at Be- 
nares. At the time that the reſumption of the jaghcers iſ 
was reſolved on, the conduct of the Begums, though 
ſtrongly ſuſpected, was not ſufficiently - aſcertained to 
juſtify the depriving them of jagheers held under the 
pledge of the Company, without an equivalent; and iſ 
accordingly a full compenſation was ſtipulated, Their Wſ 
conduct, in openly and moſt violently oppoſing, by W 
armed force, the Nabob's orders for the reſumption of 
the jagheers, though they were not to be loſers by it; 
| their exciting their agents and other jagheerdars to 
unite in forcible reſiſtance ; and, laſtly, the ſubſequent 
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information which was obtained of their zeal and as - 
tivity in ſupporting the rebellion of Rajab Cheit Sing, 
and ſpreading its conſequences through the Nabob's do- 
minions, for the declared purpoſe of our extirpation, 
were the grounds of withdrawing the Company's gua= 
rantee, and of the conſequent confiſcation of their tre- 
ſures. Admitting the facts alledged in the Refident's 
correſpondence, and confirmed by the ſolemn teſtimony 
of ſo many witneſſes, both native and European, and of 
the latter many (fortunately for my honour) are in Eng- 
land, who could be no ways intereſted in the jfſue, no 
man ſurely can diſpute the propriety of this meaſure, 
whether its juſtice or policy be made the criterior of 
judging it; moſt aſſuredly, no unprejudiced man in the 
country, whether native or European, ever entertained 
a doubt of the Begums having been extremely active in 
promoting the inſurrettion at Benares, and in the Na- 
bob's country: It remains, therefore, for juſtice to de- 

W cide, whether in ſo doing they did or did not forfeit 
their claim to the protection of the Company, by which 
* they had hitherto maintained whatever they poſ- 

eas. „ 

When the Nabob ſo earneſtly deſired my ſanction 
bor the zeſumption of the jagheers, he certainly had in 
view ofhly the Begums, and a few others of magnitude, 
W which he conſidered protected, either by the guarantee 
or favour of the Company. He could not be ſuppoſed 
so alk my ſanction to the reſumption of grants, in which 
2. the Company's faith was no ways concerned; but, be- 

-Ing aware that his Excellency intended a partial re- 
ſumption, reſerving the jagheers of his particular fa- 
Vourites, who from their characters and condutt ought 
% be the firſt proſcribed, I determined to defeat the 
(eſign, by adviſing him to make the reſumption gene- 
aal; and he engaged to follow my advice. The con- 

s lequence of this his Excellency did not at the time ad- 
vert to, but when he diſcovered that, by the ſpirit of 
che agreement, and my determined adherence to it, 
he was precluded from ſhewing any partiality, and 
nmoreover that the produce of the jagheers, when re- 
N ſumed, inſtead of coming immediately into bis poſſeſ- 
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fion, was to be appropriated to the liquidation of his 
debt to the Company, for which I expreſsly ſtipulated, 
he became indifferent, and even apparently averſe to 
the reſumption. He was alſo, as I have already re. 
marked, greatly influenced by the inflammatory ſug. 
geſtions of incendiaries and perſonal favourites about 
him, who counterafted my deſigns in all my proceed- 
ings with his Excellency, by diſſuading him from a mea. 
ſure by which their intereſts would be ſo much affetted. 
To thoſe who are perſonally acquainted with the Na- 
bob it will not appear extraordinary, that all theſe cauſes, 
combining and operating upon his mind, ſhould have 
drawn him into inconſiſtencies of conduct, which to 
others may ſeem irreconcileable. £ 

It is not true, that Sir Elijah Impey was at Lucknow 
when I communicated my ſentiments, through him, to 
our Reſident, reſpecting the Begum's treaſures. Sir 
Elijah was with me at Chunar, and the Reſident did 
avail himſelf on this and other occaſions of that gentle- 
man's preſence and confidential intercourſe with me, 

to aſcertain my wiſhes on certain points, which the mul- 
tiplicity and importance of the buſineſs which I was iſ 
then engaged in prevented my communicating ſo fully 
by letter. VT 
The Engliſh troops were not employed at Fayzabad W 
until the Nabob formally demanded their aid, in con- 
ſequence of hoſtile preparations to reſiſt his claim upon 
the Begum for his deceaſed father's treaſures, which he 
deemed his own force unable to repel. The eunuchs iſ 
were ſeized, not for the purpoſe of extorting money, 
as aſſumed in the Charge, but as the agents and prin- 
cipal inſtruments of exciting the inſurrections before 
alluded to, and for actual rebellion.— The Nabob had 
declared his firm intention, by letters to myſelf and the 
Reſident, long before he went to Fayzabad, of ſeizing Wl 
and ſeverely puniſhing the two eunuchs of his mother, 
not only for their ſhameful and inſidious conduct during 
the troubles at Benares, bat for their long and unrc- i 
mitted treachery, particularly to himſelf, in ſeeking 
every occaſion of embroiling him with both his parents, Wl 


and openly inſulting his authority; a conduct they hat i 
| | Inv. 
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invariably purſued from the death of the late Nabob 
| his father. © They have preſerved (ſays Mr: Briſtow, 
« jn his letter of the 25th January, 1776) a total inde- 
« pendence of the N abob's authority, beat the officers. 
& of his government, and refuſed obedience to his 
« perwannahs.” Their perſons were accordingly ſeiz- 
ed on the Nabob's arrival at Fayzabad, and ſecured un- 
der a ſtrict guard of the Company's troops, the Nabob 
not thinking it prudent or ſafe to truſt them in the cuſ-- 
tody of his own ſepoys, whilſt ſurrounded with lugh- _ 
large parties of their armed men aſſembled in the neigh-- 
bourhood, who had declared themſelves equal to any 
conteſt with his Excellency's force, and determined on 
a deſperate reſiſtance, had the attack upon them at 
Fayzabad been made by his ſtrength alone. So confi- 
dent indeed was the Begum in her own ſtrength, under 
her two commanders, Jowar and Bahar Ally-Cawn, 
that ſhe did on all occaſions profeſs to hold the troops- 
of the ſtate in the utmoſt contempt, and oppoſed them 
without ceremony. Do not you,” ſays ſhe to Mr. 
Briſtow, © take any part in the affair, and then let 
« Aſoph ul Dowlah and Murteza Cawn (the Nabob 
« and his Miniſter) in whatever manner they are able, 
« to take ſums of money ſrom me—they will then ſee 
« the conſequences.” 

Upon a review and due conſideration of the ſitua- 
tion of affairs at Fayzabad, it appearing that theſe two 
eunuchs were capable of affording the Nabob the moſt 
effectual aſſiſtance in the recovery of his claims on the 
Begum, and that in fact there was very little proba- 
bility of ſucceeding without their aid, it was deemed 
good policy to tempt them with aſſurances of a miti- 
gation of their puniſhment, in proportion as they 
W might exert themſelves in the buſineſs. They, in 
W conſequence, promiſed every aſſiſtance in their power, 
and charged themſelves with the whole claim, which, 
after a tedious negociation, was compromiſed at fixty 
lacks. On the ſtrength of this engagement, the eu- 
nuchs were permitted (in cuſtody however of a-ſuffi- 
cient guard) to return to their habitations in the town, 
for the declared purpoſe of acquitting themſelves of 
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their obligation, which they owned they could accom. 
pliſh in three days; they, however, broke this en. 
gagement, and were guilty of ſuch equivocation, falſe. 
hood, and evaſion, produced probably by their inter. 
courſe with the Begums, as rendered it neceſſary, in 

the judgment of the Nabob and his miniſters, to re. 
eur to rigorous treatment as the only means of bring. 
ing them to an immediate adjuſtment, which it way 
well known, from their ſituation with the Begums, 
was within their reach. The conditional obligation 
of their compromiſe with the Vizier was, that they 


ſhould procure the immediate payment of his claim 


upon the Begums, and in return they were promiſed 
lenity : They wilfully broke the terms of the agree- 
ment, and it was therefore juſtifiable to replace them 
in the ſituation in which they would have ſtood, had 
no ſuch compromiſe taken place; and they had added 
to their other offences the recent violation of a ſolemn 
written obligation; but upon their again giving the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſatisfying the Nabob's claim, 
a new agreement, under the ſanction of the Begum, 
was entered into, in which they were allowed one 
month (conſiderable more than they had even aſked) 
to pay up the balance, and they were in conſequence 
freed from their reſtraints, the Nabob returning to 
his capital, leaving an agent of his own with a proper 
guard to conclude the buſineſs. It very ſoon, bow- 
ever, appeared, that this agreement was meant only 
to amuſe and carry the Nabob from Fayzabad, for at 
the expiration of the limited time very little had been 
paid, and only idle, fallacious, and inſulting pretexts, 
with renewed promiſes, offered in excuſe for the fai- 
lure. Could then the Nabob, who knew that theſe 
men had the means of ſatisfying his demand in one 
hour, be blamed for again directing recourſe to ſe— 
verities, as the laſt and only retort ? There could be 
no doubt of the ability of the parties ro comply with 


the demand; for, notwithſtanding the pretences which 


were uſed after the delivery of the ſum obviouſly de- 
poſited with Bahar Ally Cawn for the purpoſe of con- 
cealing the ſecret hoard in the Begum's own — 
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1 the poor expedient of delivering jewels and effects 
— a belief of her having yielded up all, there: 


that could be obtained from the miniſters, and others 
converſant in the late Nabob's affairs, confirmed by 
the teſtimony of Mr. Briſtow, who ſays, it is gene- 
« rally believed the Begum has four crores in her poſ- 
« ſeſſion; but I fancy I may venture to ſay, ſhe has 
« one crore and ſeventy lacks,” that the claim now made 


wealth in her poſſeſſion. The circumſtance of her 
yielding up jewels, plate, &c. declaring herſelf poſ- 
ſeſſed of no other means of ſatisfying the demands, 


membered that the ſame pititul expedients, and the 
ſame ſtories of poverty and wretchedneſs, were prac- 
tiſed on a former and ſimilar occaſion. The Nabob's 
right was uncontrovertible, and the exigency of his 
affairs, with his own and the Company's troops, who 


general mutiny for their pay (our troops ſix months in 
arrear) ſtrongly compelling him to aſſert it (ſetting 
afide the treachery of the Begums and their agents, 
and the political danger of leaving them with ſuch 
powerful means of extending their pernicious influ- 


cide the queſtion, whether it Wis allowable, © when 
«© the Nabob was reduced to ſuch diſtreſs, that his 
© mother ſhould uſeleſsly keep up immenſe treaſures,” 
declared to be the treaſures of the ſtate; or how far he 
was warranted in directing the courſe he did, no other 
being practicable, to obtain his lawful demands. 

In reſpect to the eunuchs, it may ſuffice further to 
ſay, that to thoſe who were acquainted with their con- 
duct during the rebellion of Benares, and ſubſequently 
on the occaſion of reſuming the jagheers, when they 
marched their troops in every direction, for the avow- 
ed purpoſe of reſiſting the Nabob's orders, and in the 

moſt unreſerved manner encouraged others to follow 
heir example, the treatment they met with cannot 
appear harſh or undeſervedly ſevere ; on the contrary, 

| it 
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upon her did not amount to gxe-third of the actual 


will not appear deſerving of attention, when it is re- 


were dependant on his reſources, almoſt in a ſtate of 


ence) it muſt reſt with this honourable Houſe to de- 


is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the beſt informations 
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it was'the general _— that they merited even n death, | 
and death probably would have been the immediate 
portion, at leaſt of Bahar Ally Cawn, had the Nabob 
been left uninfluenced to the gratification of his own 
well-grounded reſentment. 

I have conducted the narration of the preceding de. an 
tail to its cloſe without chuſing to interrupt it, or dif. an 
turb the attention of my honourable Hors by the th 

_ concluding obſervation, which I now think it — ou 
ſary to make upon it; becauſe I hold the whole ſeries i 
of the acts thus connected ſtrictly reconcileable to juſ. 
tice, honour, and good policy, whoever were the on the 
ties concerned in them: But I muſt at the ſame time 
affirm, that theſe acts, whether right or wrong, are 


not mine, though originating from me, in my conſent it! 
yielded to the Nabob at his ſpecial inſtance, that he fhc 
ſhould reclaim the treaſures kept back from him by im 
his mother, and the jagheers from all the Jagheerdars, cor 
and from my ſubſequent claim, which I avow to have ex 
been moſt peremptory, that my conſent to a meaſure W 


liable to ſuch a variety of conſtructions ſhould not be at! 
perverted to an inſtrument of private compromiſe, or Wh ® 
the conſiſtency of my character forfeited by its being £19! 
withdrawn after ſuch rigorous and public denuncia- Col 
tions of it. My laſt orders, therefore, for its execu- 
tion, 1s all that I am anſwerable for. The reſt de- 
nded upon the inſtruments which were employed in 
it, and fo little on myſelf, that I was ignorant of the 
. Whole mode of its execution, till it was done; and ſo 
far as I am concerned in it, the whole board were 
equally concerned and unanimous. 
Upon the letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain 
Gordon, quoted by the Bow Begum in proof of her 
innocence of the conduct imputed to her and her ſer- 
vants, it is only neceſſary to obſerve, that they were 
written at a time, and under the impreſſion of the Be- 
gums having it very much in their power to contribute 
to the ſafety, or poſſibly to the deſtruction, of Co- 
lonel Hannay's detachment, then in a very precarious W 
ſituation in the neighbourhood of Fayzabad, and at a 
time too when our affairs at Benares were — by 
thole if 
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thoſe officers to wear an unfavourable aſpect. The 
Colonel's firſt object was to procure ſafety for the per- 
ſon of Captain Gordon, who was at the mercy of the 
Begumg and their eunuchs; and for this purpoſe he 
thought. no means ſo likely to ſucceed, as declaring 
an implicit reliance on their friendſhip and good faith, 
and affecting to conſider himſelf under obligations to 
them. Captain Gordon, however, moſt probably 
owed his ſalvation to another influence: Soon after 
he fell into their hands, by the treacherous conduct 
of Bahar Ally Cawn's naib and adopted ſon, Tanda, 
the news of ſome ſucceſsful operations of our troops 
at Benares reached the Begums, and as affairs began 
to promiſe a ſpeedy and deciſive iſſue in our favour, 
it is not ſurprizing that the Begums and their agents 
ſhould endeavour by acts of kindneſs to efface the 
impreſſion which they muſt have been ſenſible their 
conduct had made to their diſcredit. This was the 
explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, of the motives of his conduct to the Begums 
at that period; and the letters alluded to cannot poſ- 


ſibly bear any other conſtruction, without an imputa- 


tion on the veracity and moral character of the late 
Colonel Hannay, which his reputation and general 
conduct in life will not warrant. | 1 
The teſtimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now be 
had, but his explanation to Mr. Middleton of the mo- 
tives of his conduct to the Begums and their agents, 
at that critical conjuncture of his own and the nati- 
onal affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any time 
to certify on oath; and the evidence of Captain Gor- 


don may poſſibly throw further light upon the ſubject. 


1 
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Anſwer to the Fifth Charge, 
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N a government conſtituted like that of Furrucks. 

| bad, it was extremely difficult, and perhaps utterly 
impoſſible, to form any regular permanent ſyitem, Þ 
The Nabob Mozuffer Jung, as deſcribed by every one, 
was a weak, incapable man, and had the misfortune iſ 
generally to be under the guidance of Counſellors 
nearly as incapable as himſelf, and wholly deſtitute of MW 
Upon Mr. Briſtow's firſt appointment to iſ 
r in the 
government, he inveſted Mirza Abdoola Beg with 2 


integrity. 
the Court of Oude, when I was a mere cyphe 


controlling authority over the affairs of the Nabob of 


Furruckabad, which he exerciſed in the name of the] 
Nabob Vizier, but in effect under the excluſive direc- iſ 
tions of Mr. Briſtow himſelf. The Nabob Mozuffer 
Jung grievouſly complained of the oppreſſion of Ab- 
I am free to confeſs, that we interfered {MW 
very improperly in the affairs of Furruckabad, and 
that in fact the appointment might with more pro- 
priery be called the appointment of Meſſrs. Francis 
and Wheler than my own. The peculiar circumſtances 
of Mr. Shee's ſituation, which I forbear to detail to 
this Honourable Houſe, rendered it neceſſary, if po- 
fible, to procure him an appointment out of Calculia; iſ 
and the Board ſent him, with my conſent, to Fur. 
: | ruckabad i 


doola Beg. 


29 1 


avail, for equally loud were the complaints of Mo- 
zuffer Jung againſt the Company's agent; and not- 
withſtanding the ſuppoſed improbability of his ſoli- 
citing redreſs from the Vizier, who was conſidered as 
the ſource of all his grievances, he actually did ſup- 
plicate him to procure the recall of Mr. Shee, de- 
claring the utmoſt readineſs to receive any native agent 
his Excellency might depute. Mr. Shee was recalled 
at the requiſition of the Vizier, who was left to adjuſt 
his claims with Mozuffer Jung in the beit manner he 
could : bur it did very early appear to my judgment, 
that Mr. Shee's removal had given place to the exerciſe 
of a ſtill worſe tyranny ; and Mozuffer Jung having 
made heavy complaints againſt the Vizier's agent, 
which he accompanied with an offer of ſatisfying all 
the demands of the Vizier, if the uncontrolled ma- 
nagement of his affairs was reſtored to him, I again 
exerted my influence againſt a very ſtrong oppoſition, 
and procured, with great difficulty, the recall of the 
Vizier's agent, leaving to Mozuffer Jung, as he had 
deſired, the entire management of his own affairs. 
But inſtead of the meaſure being productive of the 
good conſequences which I hoped, viz.-relieving Mo- 
zuffer Jung from oppreſſion, and ſecuring the payment 
of the Nabob's debt, it did in an extraordinary degree 
tend to encreaſe Mozuffer Jung's embarraſſments; for, 
from the knavery of his ſervants, he was deprived of 
the ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence which had before been 
ailotted him, and during the whole year not one rupee 
of his debt to the Vizier had been paid. - 
Under theſe circumſtances, it would have been an 
act of injuſtice to the Nabob, without any benefit to 
Mozuffer Jung, to continue our interference. 8 
The former orders to the reſident at Lucknow were 
therefore annulled; and inſtead of preventing the 
Vizier from recovering his claims on Mozuffer Jung, 
which had been the effect of our mediation, he was 
directed to aſſiſt his Excellency with every means in 
his power to effect it. Mr. Willes was afterwards ap- 
— pointed 


[ 130 I 
inted the reſident at Furruckabad, ** from a ſenſe 
tc of ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Di. 
ce rectors;” and ſince my departure from Bengal, the 
Council have thought proper to inveſt Mr. Wille, 
with powers, which I conceived we were not compe. 
tent to give him conſiſtently with our engagements 
with the Nabob Vizier. I am not reſponſible in the 
lighteſt degree for the good or bad government of 
F urruckabad ; ; and I might, with equal propriety, be 
arraigned for the calamities which the late war has en- 
ale upon Great Britain, as for the misfortunes of 
Mozuffer Jung. N 
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ruckabad. This, however, was an expedient of no 
avail, for equally loud were the complaints of Mo- 
zuffer Jung againſt the Company's agent; and not- 
withſtanding the ſuppoſed improbability of his ſoli- 
citing redreſs from the Vizier, Who was conſidered as 
the ſource of all his grievances, he actually did ſup- 
plicate him to procure the recall of Mr. Shee, de- 
claring the utmoſt readineſs to receive any native agent 
his Excellency might depute. Mr. Shee was recalled 
at the requiſition of the Vizier, who was left to adjuſt 
his claims with Mozuffer Jung 1n the beſt manner he 
could: but it did very early appear to my judgment, 
that Mr. Shee's removal had given place to the exerciſe 
of a ſtill worſe tyranny ; and Mozuffer Jung having 
made heavy complaints againſt the Vizier's agent, 
which he accompanied with an offer of ſatisfying all 
the demands of the Vizier, if the uncontrolled ma- 
nagement of his affairs was reſtored to him, I again 
exerted my influence againſt a very ſtrong oppoſition, 
and procured, with great difficulty, the recall of the 
Vizier's agent, leaving to Mozuffer Jung, as he had 
defired, the entire management of his own affairs, 
But inſtead of the meaſure being productive of the 
good conſequences which I hoped, viz. relieving Mo- 
zuffer Jung from oppreſſion, and ſecuring the payment 
of the Nabob's debt, it did in an extraordinary degree 
tend to encreaſe Mozuffer Jung's embarraſſments; for, 
from the knavery of his ſervants, he was deprived of 
the ſcanty means of ſubſiſtence which had before been 
allotted him, and during the whole year not one rupee 
of his debt to the Vizier had been paid.  _ 
Under theſe circumſtances, it would have been an 
act of injuſtice to the Nabob, without any benefit to 
Mozuffer Jung, to continue our interference. 
The former orders to the reſident at Lucknow were 
therefore annulled ; and inſtead of preventing the 
Vizier from recovering his claims on Mozuffer Jung, 
which had been the effect of our mediation, he was 
directed to aſſiſt his Excellency with every means in 
his power to effe& it. Mr. Willes was afterwards ap- 
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ointed the reſident at Furruckabad, * from a ſenſe 
« of ſubmiſſion to the implied orders of the Di. 
« rectors;ꝰ and ſince my departure from Bengal, the 
Council have thought proper to inveſt Mr. Wille, 
with powers, which I conceived we were not compe. 
tent to give him conſiſtently with our engagement; 
with the Nabob Vizier. I am not reſponſible in the 
ſlighteſt degree for the good or bad government of 
Furruckabad ; and 1 might, with equal propriety, be 
arraigned for the calamities which the late war has en- 
trailed upon Great Britain, as for the misfortunes of 
Mozuffer Jung, ke 
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Anſwer to the Sixth Charge. 


R AJ AH of SAHLONE. 
0 F this Charge I know no more, than that I per- 
mitted, rather than ordered, a party of the Com- 
pany's forces, under the preſcribed, but general deſti- 
nation, to purſue the chief of a herd of banditti, which 
infeſted the dominions of the Nabob of Qude, our 

ally, to death, the puniſhment which he merited. 
For the particulars of this tranſaction, as of the prin- 
cipal part of thoſe which relate to the former Charge, 
I am alſo indebted to Mr. Middleton. | 
Bulbudder was formerly a Zemindar, or Landholder, 
under the Suba of Oude, but was deprived of his Ze- 
mindarry, and expelled the country, many years ago, 
by the late Nabob, or his predeceſſor Sufdur Jung (for 
the period 1s too far back to trace it with any certainty) - 
for mifconduct. He took up his reſidence in the Ma- 
ratta or Bundelcund territory, acroſs the river Jumna, 


and built or purchaſed a ſtrong fort, to keep his family 
and effects in it. 


For many years afterwards he con- 
ſtantly made incurſions, with a numerous banditti, into 
the Vizier's country, when the crops were ready to 
gather in, and levied very heavy contributions on the 
farmers, which they were obliged to comply with, to 
ſave their harveſt from deſtruction. He was repeat- 
edly proceeded againſt by the late Nabob; but his 
motions were too ſudden and rapid to be counteracted 
by force, and he had generally accompliſhed his object, 
and returned to his ſtrong hold with his booty, before 
a detachment. could be brought to act againſt him, and 
not unfrequently even before any intelligence of his 
invaſion had reached the court. Upon the diſtrict of 

oe RO Sahlone, | 


[434]. 
Sahlone, which lay contiguous to his retreat, and con: 
ſequently moſt ſubject to his depredations, being given 
in farm to the Bow Begum (for in the time of Shujaul 
Dowla ſhe had it on no other footing) ſhe found it ex. 

dient, as ſhe could not always command a force to 
be ſent to oppoſe him, to bribe the traitor not to moleſt 
her deperidencies. He, however, notwithſtanding this 
compromiſe, did continue occaſionally to levy exac- 
tions on her aumils; pretending that they were the un- 
authorized acts of his adherents ; and the other neigh. 
bouring countries he plundered without mercy. The 

Tuppoſed impoſlibility of putting an effectual ſtop i 
his depredations; and the great injury the country ſuſ- 
tained by them, did induce the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah 
to propoſe a compromiſe, which, though eſtabliſhing a 
moſt dangerous precedent, ſeemed the only means a i 
preſent — remedying the evil. The rebel demanded 

10,000 rupees per annum to ſpare only the diſtrict of 

Sahlone, with a reſervation of a right of plundering 

and laying waſte the reſt of the Vizier's provinces a 

his pleaſure, . | "ets 

In conſequence of this inſolent demand, the nego 

ciation, which was carried on through Major Gilpin 

broke off; the detachment was reinforced (for the Re- 
bel had now 10,000 men in arms); and, by a fortuitous 

concurrence of circumſtances, this notorious villain, 1 

robber and diſturber of the public tranquility, was pur: 
ſued to his deſtruction. The letters of Major Gilpin 

on this ſubject are forthcoming, if neceſſary ; and that 

Gentleman is himſelf on the ſpot to give any furthe: 

teſtimony that may be required. l 
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for miſconduct. He took up his reſidence in the Ma- 
ratta or Bundelcund territory, acroſs the river Jumna, 
and built or purchaſed a ſtrong fort, to keep his family 
and effects in it. For many years afterwards he con- 
ſtantly made incurſions, with a numerous banditti, into 
the Vizier's country, when the crops were ready to 
gather in, and levied very heavy contributions on the 
farmers, which they were obliged to comply with, to 
ſave their harveſt from deſtruction. He was repeat- 
edly proceeded againſt by the late Nabob; but his 
otions were too ſudden and rapid to be counteracted 
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Sahlone, Which lay contiguaus to' his retreat; and con. 


ſequently moſt ſubject to his depredations, being given 


in farm to the Bow Begum {for in the time of Shyjay 


Dowla ſhe had it on no other footing) ſhe found it en. 
pedient, as ſhe could not always command a force t 
be ſent to oppoſe him, to bribe the traitor not to moleſt 
her dependencies. He, however, notwithſtanding this 
compromiſe, did continue occaſionally to levy exac- 
tions on het aumils, pretending that they were the un. 
authorized acts of his adherents ; and the other neigh. 
bouring countries he plundered without, mercy. The 
ſuppoſed impoſſibility of putting an effectual ſtop t 
his depredations, and the great injury the country ſuf- 
tained by them, did induce the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah 
to propoſe a compromiſe, which, though eſtabliſhing ; 
moſt dangerous 0e oy ſeemed the only means at 
preſent of remedying the evil. The rebel demanded 
10,000 rupees per annum to ſpare only the diſtrict d 
Sahlone, with a reſervation of a right of plundering 
and laying waſte the reſt of the Vizier's provinces a 
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In conſequence of this inſolent demand, the nego- 
ciation, which was carried on through Major Gilpin, 
broke off; the detachment was reinforced (for the Re. 
bel had now 10,000 men in arms); and, by a fortuitous 
concurrence of circumſtances, this notorious villain, 1 
robber and diſturber of the public tranquility, was pur: 
ſued to his deſtruction. The letters of Major Gilpin 


on this ſubject are forthcoming, if neceſſary ; and that 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Es. 


(Late Governor GENZRAL of BENGAL,) 
AT THE BAR OF THE 
HOUSE ox COMMONS, 


1e90- 
Ipin, 
Re- 
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un, 4 


Upon the Matter of the ſeveral Charges of High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors, preſented againſt him 1 in 
the Year 17 786. 
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Anſwer to the Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, 
| and Twelfth Charges 


CONTRACTS, anv INCREASE 
or ESTABLISHMENTS. | 


N the 7th, 1oth, 13th, and 12th Charges, I am 
accuſed of making improvident contracts, and for 
a waſte of the public money, by granting exceſſive 
allowances in the civil branch of the fervice : Theſe 
Charges I ſhall anſwer as fully and diſtinctly as the 
materials which I poſſeſs, and the time allowed to me, 
will peƷAĩ 7 -- - 5 e 

In the 75th Charge it is aſſerted, that. © it was the. 
« fundamental rule of the Company's ſervice in Bengal, 
« that all contracts ſhould be publicly advertiſed, that 
te they ſhould be granted to the loweſt bidder, and 
te that in particular the contract for proviſions, and 


ce for draught and carriage bullocks, ſhould be an- 


“ nual.” I am charged with acting in direct diſobe- 
dience to theſe orders; firſt, for not advertiſing for 
propoſals; and ſecondly, for prolonging the periods 
for which I granted the bullock contract beyond one 
year, and that I further acted againſt the orders of my 
ſuperiors, who had not left me in this caſe an option, 
by declaring that I diſapproved of publiſhing for pro- 
poſals, and that the contract for draught bullocks had 
been reduced too low already, To the latter part of 

S 2 „ 
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this Charge I reply, that, according to my conſtruction 
of the Company's orders, they never were or can be 
meant, in any inſtance, to leave their adminiſtration 
in India without an option. At ſuch a diſtance from 
the Parent State, the government upon the ſpot muſt 
be veſted with a diſcretionary power; but where poſi. 
tive orders are ſent, where thoſe orders are diſobeyed, 
and the reafons aſſigned for ſuch diſobedience are not 
ſatisfactory, cenſure or puniſhment invariably ought 
to follow. In my opinion, the very exiſtence of the 
empire in Bengal depends upon our army being in a 
ſituation to move, if required, at the ſhorteſt notice, 
and the movement of our army muſt always depend 
upon the ſtate of our draught and carriage bullocks, 


In the year 1777, when the Board gave the bullock. 


contract to Mr. E. Johnſon, it is a fact of public no- 
toriety, that by having made that contract annual, 
and by granting it to the loweſt bidder, it was taken 
lower, by 50 per cent. than it was poſſible for any man 
to keep the bullocks fit for ſervice, provided the con- 
tract had been fully executed, and the number con- 
tracted for kept up. I appeal to the records of thoſe 
days to prove the complaints of the Commanding 
Officers of the weak ſtate of their carriage cattle; ] 
appeal to our Revenue Conſultations to certify the 
amount of the deductions that were made from the 
revenues for bullocks violently ſeized, whenever any 
detachment of our army marched through any part of 
Bengal or Bahar. To remedy. theſe inconveniences, 
and to fix the contract upon ſuch fair and equitable 
terms as ſhould inſure a ſtrict performance of the 
public ſervice, and afford to the contractor the proſpect 
of a reaſonable profit for his trouble and riſk, I joined 
in giving the bullock contract to Mr. Jahafon, in 
1777, and the contract for elephants to Mr. Templar, 
in the year 1779. I heartily concurred with Sir Eyre 
oote in granting the proviſion and bullock contract 
to Mr. R. Johnſon for five years, thereby performing, 
in my humble opinion, a moſt eſſential and important 
ſervice to the Eaſt Ind ia Company, my reſpected em- 
„ pl RE >> 25 PlwKẽlyers. 
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ployers. From 1979 to 1783 we were in a ſtate of 


ſervice; the one upon the Coaſt of Coromandel, the 
other in Guzzerat, and our army in Bengal was fit 


oli for. immediate -ſervice : I can therefore confidently 
ed, M:dert, that in every point of view the bullock contract 
not was highly | advantageous to the Company; and ſo 
ght fully am I impreſſed with the neceſſity of granting the 
the Ncontract, or the agency, for the ſupply of draught and 


carriage bullocks, upon fair and liberal terms at all- 
times, that I took the liberty. to give theſe ſentiments 
o the Court of Directors ſince my return to England, 


ks, Nhen they did me the honour to aſk my opinion of 
ock Neertain military arrangements which they had at that 
no- time under conſideration: and it will not be deemed 
1al, {Wirregular or indecept in me, I truſt; to quote to this 


Honourable Houſe the opinion of a Gentleman (Sir 


aan George Wombwell) on the ſubject of contracts, who, 
on- Wt the time he gave it, was a Member of this Houſe, 
on- Nad Chairman of the Eaſt-India Company. Sir George 
oſe aid, © That he believed putting up contracts to pub- 
ing lic ſale would be prejudicial to the public ſervice. 
JI Men,” he ſaid, © inadequate to the performance of 
the the contracts, would always bid lower than men of 
the ability and reputation; and they would do much 
ny more injury by ſerving the public badly, than the 
of difference of expence: he had ſeen inſtances of 
es, it in the contracts of the Eaſt India Company, 
ble and thoſe of a fatal nature.” I quote theſe ſenti- 


ents, delivered in this Houſe by Sir George Womb- 
vell on the 4th of May, 1778, as a ſtrong confirma- 
ion of my own opinion; and I affirm, that if con- 
racts had bren given away in Bengal for ſhort periods, 


ar, nd to the loweſt bidder, more particularly army con- 
yre acts, they would have fallen invariably into the hands 
act f irreſponſible men, and we might have had a very 


ferent termination of the late arduous ſtruggle in 
dia, We advertiſed, in the year 1777, for propoſals 
or keeping in repair the cantonments of Burrampoor 

| | and 


war with European and country powers; we had two = 
conſiderable. detachments of our army upon foreign 
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and Dinapore by contract; an enſign in the ſeria 
a Mr. Foſter, gave in the loweſt propoſals; but t, 

board — of the impoſſibility of performine 
the ſervice for the ſum for which he was ready to ui 

dertake it, and we agreed to nominate Mr. Vanduhy, 

den to perform the duty by agency; yet this wa; 

direct breach of the Company's orders, and by the rex 

ſoning in the charge, © we were left in this caſe with 
« out an option.” I ſhall conclude my obſervation 

upon the contract for draught and carriage bullock 

with the following quotation from the -letter of th 

Court of Directors to 3 the 11th April 1781, 

« General Coote remarks, that being in a ſtate g 

« actual war, it was unneceſſary to ſer forth the indif 

c penſable neceſſity of having the draught and carriag 

« bullocks put in the beſt train poſſible, becauſe th 
c ſucceſs of every operation of war depends fo vey 
ce particularly on the bad or good condition of the u. 


<« tillery train; and in this opinion we concur with th 
33 N 
«© Upon the moſt impartial conſideration of all tl 

cc materials before us, we candidly allow your ſyſten [ 

ce for the proviſion of cattle for the ſervice of the trainst 

© have been excellent, provided you had advertiſed fall The 

« propoſals, and 2 aſcertained the loweſt tem ¶ying 

« procurable, with good ſecurity for performance of i my 
cc contract; but the offer, without advertiſing for pꝰMͤÜIns a 


« poſals, appears to us very improper. 

& We = nevertheleſs of opinions that provided tit 
ce terms were reaſonable, it might not, Br the mol 
& obvious reaſons, be for the good of the ſervice i 
ce time of war, to renew the bullock contract even 
cc year.” i = . N 1 
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MARINE CONTRACT. 
U pon the fulleſt confideration, the Board determined, 


was þ 1 1777, to give the Maſter Attendant, and his De- 
e uty, the contracts for furnifhing pilot ſloops for the 
with Banges, upon the fame terms that it had been held by 


fr. Keble. The contract was renewed for two years, 
2 1779, and was faithfully, honeftly, and 2 
erformed : of theſe facts the fulleſt proofs were tranſ- 
itted to England. I humbly conceive that the Ceurt 
Directors have, upon fuller information, and on more 
ture conſideration, approved of theſe contracts; and 
ſo of the contract concluded with Captain Forde for 
e defence of the Chittagong River againſt the ineur- 
ons of the Muggs; becauſe, as it is truly aſſerted in 


he e Charge, © the Directors have not taken any mea- 
th t fures againſt me for my ſhare in concluding them.“ 


We V | 11 

ſyſten Ms. BEL LI's CONTRACT. 
ainst e . 

ed fu The next Charge is, for giving the Agency for ſup- 
tem ying the garriſon of Fort William with proviſions 
of tip my private ſecretary, Mr. John Belli. My rea- 
r pro ns are entered at large upon record, and to theſe 1 


all refer in the courſe of this proceeding; but for the 


ed ti eſent I affirm, that by an authentic account, enter- 
mol upon our conſultations, the actual profit of Mr. 
ice Melli's agency, for three years, are proved to be one 


even ck, and two thouſand rupees, or 10,0001. ſterling— 

ſtead of 15,9701. per annum, as it is erroneouſly aſ- 
rted in the Chas to have been,—This agency was 
erwards converted into a contract for five years: F 
emed it of infinite conſequence to beſtow it on a 
an, 1n whoſe integrity and honour I could place the 
meſt reliance ; and the Court of Directors have never 
preſſed the ſmalleſt diſapprobation of Mr. Belli's 
mract. When I propoſed originally to grant to — 
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Belli the agency for ſupplying Fort William with pro- 
viſions, General Clavering calculated the profits of 
this agency to be 10,0001. a year: Upon that occa. 
fion I aſſured the Court of Directors, that if they were 
pleaſed to require it, the profits ariſing from the agency 
ſhould be paid into the Company's Treaſury. The 
Court of Directors, adopting the General's calculation a; 
to the profits, ſtated them af 30,0001. and ordered 
that one third of the amount of them, or 10,000], 
ſhould be paid by me into the Company's Treaſury, 
when in fact the profits of the three years did not a- 
mount to more than 10,0001. Upon receiving this 
explanation, the Directors were fully ſatisfied. —I hope 
and truſt, that this Honourable Houſe will not adopt 
the ſentiments of my accuſer ; I ſhall content myſelf 
with denying, in the moſt public manner, that I had 
any connection, directly or indirectly, with Mr. Belli, 
in his agency or his contract, or with any other per- 
fon holding either agency or contract during my go. 
vernment. I never expected ſo baſe and unworthy an 
inſinuation from any quarter, and this is the only re- 
ply I ſhall ever make to it. = 


ALLOWANCES TO SIR JOHN DAY. 


Upon the repreſentation of Sir John Day (a Gentle- 
man intimately connected with my political opponents) 
to the Governor General and Council, in the year 
1779, of the impoſſibility of his living in Calcutta 
upon his ſalary, the Board, ſenſible of the juſtice of 

the repreſentation, agreed to add 2,500 rupees a month 
to it, for office charges, houſe-rent, &c. but the Court 
of Directors were pleaſed to order this ſalary to be dil- 
continued, and their orders were obeyed. At a ſub- 
ſequent period, the Board, upon a repreſentation from 
Sir John Day of the peculiar hardſhip of his ſituation, 
did agree to reſtore this allowance to him of 2, 500 
rupees a month, taking an obligation from him for - 

| 4 repay- 
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repayment of it, if the Court of Directors, on a ſecond 
pro. repreſentation, ſhould diſapprove of its being conti- 


s of nued to him. 5 

cca- a 1 4 

vere 113 FL 0 
wy SIR EYRE COOTE's ALLOWANCES. 
I am next charged with having formed an eftabliſh- 
rel WW ment for Sir Eyre Coote, and for having continued it, 
ol after orders were received from the Court of Directors 


to diſcontinue it. In reply to this Charge, I ſhall 
© 2- merely ſtate the facts; if they will not exculpate me, I 
this WH mall fubmit with willingneſs to any cenſure or puniſh- 
ope ment that this Honourable Houſe may think proper 
opt WF to inflict. te | 
elf When Sir Eyre Coote arrived in Calcutta, in April 


1779, he propoſed viſiting the different ſtations of the 
army, and he moved at the Board that a field eſtabliſh- 
ment ſhould be formed for him. The allowances of 
General Stibbert, the Provincial Commander in Chief, 
as authorized by the Court of Directors, were very 
conſiderable; his table allowance alone was above 
70001. a year; and Sir Eyre Coote's allowances of * 
every kind, as ordered by the Court of Directors, 60col. 
a year, An eſtabliſhment was formed for Sir Eyre 
Coote for boats, budgerows, table-expences, camp- 
equipage, &c. when in the field, calculated, as I firmly 
believe, ſo as not to exceed the additional expences 
waich he incurred by his abſence from Calcutta; for 
it was then only that he was to draw theſe additional 
allowances. On his croſſing the Carumnaſſa, the al- 
lowances were paid by the Nabob Vizier. In'the 
Month of September 1780, he returned to Calcutta, 
and embarked for Madras with a powerful reinforce- 
ment, and a large ſupply of treaſure, during the height 
of the monſoon, on « moſt important and hazardous 
ſervice. In the month of r gre the order of the 
Court of Directors arrived, diſapproving of the allow- 
ances which we had granted to Sir Eyre Coote, and 
poſitively ordering them to be ſtruck off; and they 
were immediately diſcontinued. By what 
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Sir Eyre Coote continued to receive this allowance 


from the Nabob Vizier I know not, but I have a faint 
recollection of Mr. Croftes having mentioned the cir. 
cumſtance to me a ſhort time before Sir Eyre was re- 
turning to Madras, in the month of January 1783, and 
I have no doubt of his having received my authority to 
write to Mr. Briſtow. —Sir Eyre Coote was then on the 
point of returning to Madras, with a conſtitution worn 
out in the public ſervice by exertions almoſt beyond 
belief. His life was of the utmoſt importance; I had 
not a doubt of his ſucceſs againſt Mr. Buſſy, could he 
have arrived in tolerable health upon the coaſt. —This 
was not a time for me to diſpute any point that could 
add to his chagrin.— His expences were conſiderable— 
He had 2 eſtabliſhments ; one at Calcutta, 
one at Madras, and the third in the field. The allow- 
ance, as I underſtood, was voluntarily paid by the Vizier. 


I could have had no private intereſt of my own to gra- 


tify at any period of our connection, more eſpecially at 


a moment when the whole world knew that Sir Eyre 


Coote could not live fix months, having, when he te. 
turned to Madras, as he truly ſaid, © one foot in the 
grave, and the other at the edge of it.“ This Ho- 
nourable Houſe is now in poſſeſſion of the tranſaction, 


and of my motives for the ſhare which J had in it. 


CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS. 


I am next charged with an immoderate increaſe of 
the Civil Eſtabliſhment in Bengal. My accuſer ſays, 
that in 1776, before the death of Colonel Monſon, 
the whole civil expences did not exceed 205, 339 l. per 
annum; and that in the latter period of my govern- 
ment, in 1783, they had increaſed to 927, 945 l. per 
annum. This aſſertion of my accuſer is evidently un- 
fair and fallacious. The actual increaſe of civil charges 
in 1783, beyond 1776, is 65,2261. ſterling, which was 
occaſioned by an increaſe of civil ſervants in Bengal 
by the addition of ſome new offices, and by the in- 


_ creaſed ſalaries to other offices of old — 
| | | | 2 hole 
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Thoſe which my accuſer calls civil,“ in 1783, are 


as follows : 


General Department — 338,657 
Revenue Department — - gr 
Commercial Department — 41,019 
Supreme Court of Judicature — 58,042 
Surgeons and Aſſiſtants — 78, 830 


JL. 927, 945 


The firſt head includes various charges, which are 
ſtrictly military ; the ſecond head includes all the ex- 


pences of my plan of 1780, for the management of 


the revenue ariſing from ſalt; by which, after paying 
the expence of £.7 2,807, the charge of the Salt Office, 
there remains to the Company a nett revenue of 
J. 603, 76: and in the year 1775-6, the Company 
ſuſtained a loſs of ,. 1, 473 under the head of ſalt, as 
appears by a paper printed by order of this Honourable _ 
Houſe, which contains an account of the annual pro- 
fits and loſs ariſing from ſalt, from 1765-6 to 1783-4 : 
yet the expence of this office is one of my accuſer's 


charges!!! The ſecond head includes alſo the expence 


of my plan of 1781, for the management of the reve- 
nues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and for the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice; a plan that has been fully ap- 
proved of by my conſtituents, and, if I am rightly 


Informed, it has been mentioned at the bar of both 


Houſes of Parliament in terms of warm approbation, 


by the learned Counſel who were employed by the 
Eaſt-India Company to defend their rights and privi- 


leges, in November and December 1783. With 
reſpect to the allowances granted to the members of 


the Revenue Committee, and of the Salt Office, they 


are undoubtedly large ; 1 recorded my reaſons for pro- 
poling ſuch ample allowances, and I humbly preſume 


that the complete ſucceſs of my plans is a juſtification 


for my conduct in propoſing them. Mr. David An- 
derſon; the Preſident of the Revenue Committee, a 


| gentleman whoſe talents and integrity are univerſally 
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acknowledged, was ſelected by me to perform a tem. thi 


porary ſervice of the utmoſt importance, attended with ho 
very heavy perſonal expences; I mean to negociate We 
and conclude the Maratta peace, for which he has re. ut! 
ceived the thanks and approbation of the Company, Su 
The ſecond member, Mr, John Shore, returned gr 
with me to England: he is a gentleman of very great tio 
abilities, and of unimpeached integrity. The Court Su 
of Directors have ſince appointed him to fill the office cl 
of a member of the Supreme Council at Bengal. The fro 
other gentlemen who compoſed this Board were men 
of knowledge and integrity, and ſelected as peculiarly 
adapted for the offices to which I recommended them. 
I confidently aſſert, that, under the management of 
the Committee of Revenue, the cultivation of the | 
country has been greatly improved, the ryots have tra 
been protected, and the revenues have been paid with- Bu 
out ſeverity or appreſſion. ES cot 
anc 
| 9 ſm; 
roth. THE SURGEON GENERAL's MW 
e Ne 1 
| : * 
In this Charge my accuſer ſtates, that J gave the Ind 
Surgeon General a contract for ſupplying the hoſpitals anc 
for three years, in diſobedience to the orders of the effe 
Directors. In reply to this I affirm, that we received bu: 
repeated complaints of the improper mode of tranſ- ſhe; 
acting this buſineſs. Upon full and mature conſide- of 
ration, I recommended my plan in 1777; the Board ſep 
could not determine upon the propriety or impropriety but 
of contingent bills for hoſpital charges. Mr. Camp- dur 
bell, our Surgeon General, was a Gentleman of ac- Mo 
knowledged probity and honour, and of exemplary Boz 
benevolence. The next jn rank, Mr. Williams, who cart 
was joined with him in the contract, has been above exp 
twenty years the Surgeon Major of the army; an un. rect 
doubted proof that the advantages in this branch of for 
the ſervice are very inconſiderable. It had been a con- plar 
ſtant complaint from the commanding officers of the ne 
corps compoſing the army, that, in the emoluments of Wl Of 


the 
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the Surgeons, ariſing from the number of ſick in their 


_ | hoſpitals, a reform was neceſſary: theſe emoluments 
_ were fixed by Lord Clive in 1765. I confeſs myſelf 
s re- utterly unable to form any plan by which the office of 

Surgeon and Contractor could be ſeparated, without 


great injury to the ſervice, or without adding an addi- 
tional expence to the Company, or depriving the head 
Surgeons of every means of ſubſiſtence. I am pre- 
ffice cluded, by my reſpect for this Honourable Houſe, 
The from going into further detail upon ſuch a ſubject. 


"7 1ith. MR. FRASER's CONTRACT, 

Fa My accuſer in this charge aſſerts, that I gave a con- 
ave tract for repairing the pools or banks of the rivers in 
ith- Burdwan upon improvident terms. I affirm, that the 


contract was concluded upon fair and reaſonable terms, 
and that the Court of Directors have never ſtated the 
ſmalleſt objection to it; that it was faithfully and ho- 
neſtly performed by the perſon who held it. A neglect 
of my earneſt recommendations, as to another contract 
of a ſimilar nature, has been attended, ſince J quitted 
India, with the moſt fatal conſequences. I repeatedly 
and ſtrongly urged to the Council, the neceſſity of 


the effecting a complete repair of the banks of the Coſſim- 
ed buzar river, both above and below the city of Moor- 
nf. ſhedabad ; a repair which, before the commencement 


of my adminiſtration, was effected by a mhatoot, or 
ſeparate collection from the neighbouring diſtricts: 
but the tax has long been aboliſhed, and the expence, 
during my government, has been defrayed by the 
Moorſhedabad treaſury. I laid my plan before the 
Board, and recommended a very intelligent perſon to 
carry it into execution. The Board objected to the 
expence, and quoted the orders of the Court of Di- 
rectors, who had diſapproved of the former contract 
for this ſervice. I then urged them to form their own 
plan, if they thought mine an improper or an expenſive 
one: I implored them to appoint a perſon of their 
own choices to perform the work ; for, if ſomething 
oy | | Was 
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was not ſoon done, very melancholy conſequence, 
were to be apprehended. I had not influence enough 
to carry my point in any way: the principle of obe. 
dience was declared by my colleagues to be the fir 
principle of the ſervice, and the laſt rainy ſcaſon the 
banks were broken down; half the city of Moorſhe. 
dabad, and half the iſland of Coſſimbuzar, have been 
under water; many lives have been loft ; thouſands of 
the poorer inhabitants have been reduced to diſtreſs, 
and the deduction from the revenue mult be ven 
conſiderable, in conſequence of ſo melancholy an 
Event, | WE 


12th OPHIUM CONTRACTS, 


I am accuſed in this Charge of giving. the Ophium 
Contract to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777, and to Mr. Sol. 
Jivan in 1781. This Honourable Houſe has ordeied 
a paper to be printed, by which it appears, that from 
1765 to 1772, when I ſucceeded to the government of 
Bengal, ophium was a monopoly for the benefit of in- 
dividuals, and the Company acquired no revenue from 
this article: It has produced to the Company, during 
my adminiſtration, 534, oogl. ſterling; and it is an 

improving branch of revenue. I did not give the con- 
tract to Mr. Mackenzie, or to Mr. Griffith, who pre- 
ceded him; but I avow having given it to Mr. Sul 
-livan, upon the ſame terms that Mr. Mackenzie held 
it. I affirm alſo, that the Company benefited more 
by it during Mr. Sullivan's management than M. 
Mackenzie's. I alſo affirm, that the proviſion of ophium 
ever muſt be a monopoly, and that if it is to be pu 
up to ſale, and granted to the loweſt bidder, the Com- 
pany will loſe the revenue altogether, by competition 
and adulteration. I find my own ſentiments on til 
ſubject, confirmed by the opinion of one of my col 
leagues, Mr. Francis, who obſerved, in a minute 0 
the ſubje& of this contract in May 1775, * that he 
% Hhould think it unadviſable to engage on very 10 
+ terms with any contractor.“ I claim the men of 
1aving 


— 3 | 
Neeg having created this revenue to the Company, and in 
one inſtance in the courſe of my government a Gen- 
tleman, whoſe intereſt "I had at heart, has undoubt-- 
fre WM cdly benefited by that contract, which ſome perſon or 
; the other muſt have held. I concurred in giving this con- 
ſhe. tract to Mr. Mackenzie in 1777 ; but if it could be 


ſuppoſed that I had been actuated in my public con- 
duct by the motives which my accuſer imputes to me, 
Mr. Mackenzie was the laſt man in Bengal whom I 
ſhould have patrohized, his connections in this coun- 
try and in India having been invariably hoſtile to me. 
He went originally a cadet to Bombay in 1770, and 
ated as ſecretary to the late General Wedderburn ; 
upon his death he returned to England, and was ſent 
to Bengal with the rank of a factor in 1776, by the 
influence, as I have always underſtood, of Lord Lough- 
borough. He was on the moſt intimate terms with 


1 

Sal my opponent, Mr. Francis; and it is impoſlible for 
ered any man to ſuppoſe that I could have any private or 
Tom perſonal motives to gratify, when I concurred in grant- 

It of ing the ophium contract to a Gentleman whoſe con- 
in- nections were ſo adverſe to me. I ſhould be aſnamed 


to notice ſuch trivial circumſtances to this Honourable 
Houſe, if my accuſer had not charged me with at- 
tempting to eſtabliſh a corrupt intereſt in Great Bri- 


eon tain, by the diſpoſal of the patronage annexed to my 
pre- ſtation in India. LD, 

Gul. My accuſer has taken much pains to prove that I 
Held was guilty of inattention to the intereſt of my conſti- 


tuents, by loading a quantity of ophium in two ſhips, 
for the purpoſe of remitting a conſiderable ſum on the 
Company's account to China, I ſhall merely obſerve 
upon this part of the Charge, that in the critical ſitu- 
ation of our affairs in India, in the year 17$1, when 
private merchants were precluded from the purchaſe 
of ophium, firſt by the ſcarcity .of ſpecie, and next 
by the dangers to which ſhips were expoſed in the In- 
dian Seas, the queſtion to conſider was this, whether - 

I ſhould take the chance of ſending ophium to China 
and the Eaſtern Iſlands on the Company's account, in 
order to furniſh our ſupra cargoes at China with a ſup- 


FE. „ Ply 


©» 


| ply of Xecie, or ſuffer the ophium to remain one ſez. 


n in Calcutta, and riſque the detention of the Com. 

pany's ſhips for one year at Canton. Mr. Whieler late 
and myſelf, for the plan was Mr. Wheler's, deter. ten 
mined to make the experiment, The ſupra cargoes une 
gave the following information to the Directors, which tur 
my accuſer has carefully ſuppreſſed: The object of red 
* the Governor General and Council was, to raiſe x der 
«* ſum of money to anſwer the exigencies of the Com. ll ſeq 
ce pany's affairs in that part of India, and at the fame cre: 
< time to afford us a ſupply for providing the car- Wl lin: 
ec goes for the preſent year. Had ophium not been had 
« imported in Portugueſe ſhips, and had the Captain at t 
ec obeyed his orders, wwe have not the leaſt doubt but it WOL 
* might have ſold to confiderable advantage. The Betſy | 
ec was taken; had her voyage been accompliſhed, w: 
& have great reaſon to imagine, that the honourable Con- 

e pany would have received confiderable advantage fron 
« it. She ſold as much of her cargo as produced 
&« 59,600 dollars, which was paid into the honourable 1 
«© Company's treaſury here.” The ophium ſent to Sec. 
China and the iſlands, in 1781, fold for ninety-three with 
thouſand three hundred and forty-five pounds ſterling, upo 
which was paid into the treaſury at Canton. The mod 
ſcheme was a temporary one, and the neceſſity urgent, to t 
both for raiſing a ſum of money in Bengal, and remit- juſti 
ting a conliderable ſum to China. What my accuſer mi 
means, by ſtating that I was guilty of a breach of truſt, dm 
by monopolizing an article for which there was no ſale, him 
I do not underſtand ; had I thrown the trade open, or N 
relinquiſhed the contract for one year, the revenue beer 
had been loſt to the Company for ever. From whence Bl Ben, 

my accuſer received the information that Mr, Sullivat ager 
fold his contract to Mr. Benn, or that Mr. Benn after- redy 
wards fold it to another perſon, I know not: If the cuſt 
fact is ſo, the ſale was made without my privity or Wh; 
conſent, nor can it be a part of the preſent queſtion. dece 

I am accuſed of having appointed a reſident to Goa, title. 
where the Company never had one before; that the WW fron 
office was a nominal one, and given to a perſon not in o. 


in the Company's ſervice. The appointment was made 
_ V at 


„ 

very neceſſary one, in the moſt critical monierit of the 
late war; it was given to a Gentleman who had been 
ten years Governor of Bombay, and was reduced by 
unexpected misfortunes, in the decline of life, to re- 
turn in a private ſtation to India. The Court of Di- 
rectors recommended him to our notice; he was or- 
dered to be treated with reſpect and attention, in con- 


ereate the office of reſident at Goa for Mr. Crumme- 
lin; I never ſaw him until he arrived in Bengal, and 
had then no connection with him; but I conceived, 
at the time I conferred the office upon him, that it 

would be approved by the Court of Directors. | 


Mx. AURIOL'S AGENCY. 


J am next charged with giving Mr. Auriol, our 
Secretaty, the agency for the ſupply of rice and pro- 
viſions for the Preſidencies of Madras and Bombay, 
upon very improvident terms; I appeal to Mr. Auriol's 
moſt excellent explanatory letter, ro my minutes, and 
to the proceedings upon this ſubject, for my. complete 
juſtification, Mr. Auriol received 15 per cent. com- 
miſſion for the firſt year, and 5 per cent. from that 
time; he performed the ſervice with which I entruſted 
him with uncommon diligence and fidelity; his merits 
are well known to the Court of Directors, and have 
been acknowledged by them. The ſupplies ſent from 
Bengal in the year 1782, the firſt of Mr. Auriol's 
agency, were ſo very ample. and conſiderable, that we 
reduced the cation rom 15, which had been the 
cuſtomary rate allowed for theſe ſervices, to 5 per cent. 
What my accuſer means by ſaying I was guilty of a 
deception, I cannot underſtand ; Mr. Auriol was en- 
titled to receive ready money for his purchaſes, but 
from the ſtate of the treaſury -in 1783, we had it not 
in our power to diſcharge his bills as they became due: 

FE, VU tmreeaſury 


ſequence of the high ſtation he had filled. I did not 


E 
treaſury orders were given to him, and, in commoy 
with other orders of a ſimilar nature, they bore a 
intereſt of 8 per cent. until diſcharged ; which was in 
fact a conſiderable loſs ro Mr. Auriol, as he was com. 
lled to pay 10 and 12 per cent. for the money he 
borrowed to complete his purchaſes, while he received 
an intereſt of 8 per cent. only for ſums due to him from 
the Company. In fact, what my accuſer has ſtated a; 
an advantage to Mr. Auriol, and a deception on m 
art, was a very great loſs to him, and a conſiderable 
drawback. from the profits of his agency. Before this 
Honourable Houſe ſhall adopt the ſentiments of my 
accuſer, I am well convinced they will conſider the 
critical period at which I adopted the meaſure com. 
plained of, the prodigious ſupplies that were fent, and 
the unexampled efforts that were made to avert the 
miſeries of the famine which raged with violence at 


Madras, and on the coaſt of Coromandel. | ] 
I muſt however allow, that the civil expences during De 
the latter period of my government were increaſed, 
but to a very inconſiderable degree indeed, when com- 
ared to the enormity of the ſum at which my accuſer 
as errogeouſly ſtated the increaſe. I affirm the in- | 
creaſe in the civil eftabliſhment to have been £65,226 l 
only, and my accuſer has ſtated it at more than oo, ooo, goV 
by including civil, military, commercial, and revenue eve 
departments under one head. If the Honourable L. 
Houſe ſhall adopt this Charge, I am —_ prepared to 
prove my affertion, For the preſent I ſhall obſerve, gro 
that by an account upon the table of this Honourable Cee 
Houſe, it appears that in the year 1771-2, the revenues The 
ef Bengal, after paying all expences of collection to ed, 
European and native ſervants, were — 2, 126,766 con 
That in 1784-5, after paying all ex- | | loan 
pences of all the eſtabliſhments of the wt 
revenue and the adminiſtration of 5 5 
- Juſtice, they were 2:072,963 — 
rh . 53,803 Pol 


d habe oy 


80 


| L .149 J 
8o that with every addition of expence in the revenue 
branch, where the allowances certainly were very con- 
ſiderable in order to preclude every temptation to un- 
fir emoluments, the nett revenue of 177142 exceeded 

that of 1784-5 in the ſum of C. 53,803 only, not- 


gal during the war. But there remains to be added 
to the latter period two branches of revenue, one of 
which did not exiſt in 1771-2, and the other has been 
very greatly increaſed. In 1771-2 the Company had 
no advantage from ophium. „ 


In 1783-4 the nett revenue amounted to 738, 30 
In 1771-2 Salt produced — 61,663 a 

In 1783-4 - = - $603,076 
A. , op — 542, 613 


Exceſs in 1783-4 „ 542,613 C. 620, 913 
Deduct exceſs of revenue in 1771-2 - D 53,803 


Remains »= «0 $67,110 


< WE — — 


From this ſtatement it appears, that during my 
government, after defraying the revenue expences of 
every denomination, there was an actual increaſe of 
L. 567, 110 in the reſources of Bengal alone. 5 

Let I will not affirm that the Charge is abſolutely 
groundleſs; there never yet was a ſyſtem of public 
economy, in which it could not in a degree apply. 
The eloquence of my accuſer has been often employ- 
ed, as I have been informed, in expoſing the enormous 
contracts which were concluded, and the unprofitable 
loans which were made, during the late calamitous 
war, by an unfortunate Miniſter; with what juſtice it 
would ill become me to determine. I am ready to 
allow, that ſome of our offices in Bengal were over- 
paid; nor were the emoluments allotted to all exactly 
proportioned to their importance, or the ability re- 
quired for diſcharging them. Men were not invari- 

| U 2 ably 


withſtanding the prodigious ſupplies furniſhed by Ben- 


OY 
ably appointed to offices to which they were fuited, of 
beſt fuited, by their-talents, experience, and integrity, 
it is impoſſible that they ſhould, when the power of 
patronage is in many hands, and eſtabliſhed under the 
influence of perſonal favour, or of ſuperior Patronage, 
The wiſdom of the legiſlature has now applied z 
remedy for evils which exiſted in the governments in 
India, during the period that I was at the head of th; 
Adminiſtration in Bengal, == oli 


(wer 


LO 


. 
Anf wer to the Eighth Charge, 
RECEIPTS any PRESENTS, 


EFORE I enter on my defence againſt this ar- 
ticle of Charge, I muſt premiſe that ſome parts 
of it relate to tranſactions which paſſed fourteen years 
ago; and what is very remarkable, tranſactions, which 
at that period received the entire approbation of my 
employers, are now converted into acts of criminality. 

{| therefore lay my claim to plead the ſanction of the 
Court of Directors, for a full acquittal of my conduct 
in every inſtance where I] can produce it; and this 
Honourable Houſe muſt ſee the juſtice and neceſſity 
of this claim, for if it be not admitted, there never 
can be an end to the controverſy, anch they muſt for 


ever be teazed with a repetition of the volumes which 


have been already written on this exhauſted ſubject. 

In this article my accuſer charges me with © the 
* receipt of large ſums of money corruptly taken 
e before the promulgation of the Regulating Act of 
** 1773, contrary to my covenants with the Company, 


* and with the receipt of very large ſums taken ſince, 


e in defiance of that law, and contrary to my declared 
** ſenſe of its proviſions.” And he uſhers in this 
Charge in the following pompous diction :—** That 
* in March 1775 the late Rajah Nundcomar, a native 
% Hindoo of the higheſt caſt in his religion, and of 

f* the higheſt rank in ſociety, by the offices which he 
bad held under the country government, did 4 


EE” ͤ 
ce fore the council an account of various ſums 9. 
money, &c.” It would naturally ſtrike every pe. 
ſon, ignorant of the character of Nundcomar, that a 
accuſation made by à perſon of the higheſt caſt in hi 
religion, and of the higheſt rank by his offices, de. 
manded particular notice, and acquired a conſiderable 
degree of credit from a prevalent aſſociation of idea; 
that a nice ſenſe of honour is connected with an ele. 
vated rank of life: but when this Honourable Houſe 
is informed, that my accuſcr knew (though he ſup. 
_ preſſed the fs) that this perſon of high rank, and 
, high caſt, had forfeited every pretenſion to honour, 
veracity, and credit; that there are facts recorded on 
the very proceedings which my accuſer partially 
quotes, proving this man to have been guilty of 
a moſt flagrant forgery of letters from Mungy 
Begum, and the Nabob Yetram ul Dowlah (inde. 
pendent of the forgery for which he ſuffered death) 
of the moſt deliberate treachery to the ſtate, for 
which he was confined, by the orders of the Cour 
of Directors, to the limits of the town of Calcutta 
in order to prevent his dangerous intrigues ; and of 
having violated every principle of common honeſty in 
private life; I ſay, when this Honourable Houſe i; 
acquainted it is from mutilated and garbled aſſertions 
founded on the teſtimony of ſuch an evidence, without 
the whole matter being fairly ſtated, I do hope and 
truſt it will be ſufficient for them to reject ac theſe 
vague and unſupported Charges, in like manner 2 
they were before rejected by the Court of Directon, 
and his Majeſty's Miniſters, when they were fr/t made 
by General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
. 0 ME lt ao ” 
- I muſt here interrupt the courſe of my Defence, to 
explain on what grounds I, employed, or had anf 
connection with a man of ſo flagitious a character a 
Nundcomar. This hard and odious taſk was impoſed 
upon me by the Court of Directors. It was their or- 
ders that he ſhould be employed. Theſe orders to 
were private and particular to myſelf, ſo that a rigid 
obedience to the will of my ſuperiors, and a ſtric 
N | „ perſform- 


OO Ore 3, 
performance of one of the ſevereſt duties which could 
be fequired of me, ſubjected me for à time, not only 


® 


to the obloquy of my colleagues, but alſo to the re- 
. proach of all orders and deſcriptions fed "1 1h 


ſettlements, and at the fame time forced me to com 
munications with a man, who knew that I both deſpiſed 


| and deteſted him, and who, from theſe motives, 1 


foretold would one day prove the enemy he ſince 
proved himſelf, My opinion of this man has never 
varied, and it has been uniformly given at various 
times on the records of the Company. The Court of 
Directors too, when they directed me to employ him 
in the inveſtigation of Mahommed Reza Cawn's ad- 
miniſtration, were aware of the difficulties they laid 
me under, and of the danger of having .fuch an 
agent; but being © ſatisfied I was too well apprized 
« of the ſubtlety and diſpoſition of Nundcomar to 
« yietd him any truft or authority which might prove 
« detrimental to their intereſt, and relying on my 
te wiſdom and caution, they directed me to make uſe 
te of his intelligence to detect the mal-adminiſtration 
© of Mahommed Reza Cawn, whoſe power had been 
te the object of Nundcomar's envy, and whoſe office the 
te aim of his ambition.“ In this ſituation of Nundeo- 
mar's apparent confidence with me, the majority of the 
Supreme Council, in the year 1775, thought him a fit 
agent to deſtroy my reputation, and eradicate my au- 
thority ; concluding that he had been trufted by me, 
and knowing that if he were, he would betray me. 
Under theſe impreſſions General Clavering, Colonel 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis, ſelected him for that pur- 
poſe, and here the ſcene opens which the preſent article « 
exhibits, and which I ſhall now proceed to anſwer. 
It is in vain that I have defended myſelf againſt 
ſome of theſe Charges, ſince they are renewed again 
and again; and all my former explanations, which at 
the time ſatisfied both my employers and the miniſters 
of government, are forgotten, and conſigned to obli- 
vion, However, ſince the accufation is revived, I 
muſt repeat my Defence, and appeal to my former 
vindication, My accufer ſtates, that, © inſtead of 
5 | 8 offering 


esse! 
_ « offering any Ming in my Defence, I declared! 


« would not ſuffer N undcomar to appear before the il .. - 
Board; but he withholds every material part of 5 f 
my objections, and quotes only a ſingle line, which he . ; 
marks in italics, out of a page of. reaſons that I ew Wl . ' 
for objecting to the proceedings of the council at thu . ( 
time, and which are as follow. | 13 
% A combined and declared majority have ſtood . 1 
1 forth as my accuſers. I appeal, for the · truth of 21 
« this aſſertion, to the whole tenor of their conduct . A 
c ſince their arrival in this country, and to the un. . 5 
te doubted evidences which appear on the public . 4 
« Records of the laſt fifteen days conſultations, tha . 3 
e theſe Gentlemen are themſelves parties, if not the . » 
«« principals, as in my heart I believe them to be, and . , 
© ſuch the world eſteems them, and the Ranny of Wl. of 
« Burdwan, and Rajah Nundcomar, little more than Wc: xy 
« inſtruments and oſtenſible agents, in the accuſations .. ,, 
« preferred by them againſt me. 9 5 0 2 
« As little do I judge it conſiſtent with my own Wi: | 
« honour, or your intereſt, to ſuffer the firſt member Wi: th; 
te of this ſtate to be perſonally arraigned at the Council Wi: 5 
c Board, and expoſed to the inſolence and calumnies cc 
« of a miſcreant like Nundcomar. Had the majority © ſhe 
te been diſpoſed to accept my propoſition of appointing a Ge 
tc committee for proſecuting their enquiries, either ini © de 
te theſe or the Kanny's all:gations, they might have ol. © {or 
dc famed the ſame knowledge, and all the ſatisfattion, n Wi: 
« this way, that they could have expected from an in. bu 
© quiſition taken by the Board at large ; their proceed- © dre 
* ings would have had the appearance at leaſt of re- Wi: + 
« gularity, and my credit would have been leſs a. Wi: ma 
«c S Qed by them. The only point Which they could c ple 
« poſhbly gain by bringing ſuch a ſubjet? before th if ;... 
1 Board, was 10 gain 4 public triumph over me, and i! Wi the 
& expoſe my place and perſon to inſult. _ _—_— FX” 
„ Although I have declined entering, at this time . in 
tt and place, into a refutation of the accuſations which ſtri 
« have been preferred againſt me, in the names oi: ma 
« Nundcomar and the Ranny of Burdwan, yet I do i on 


tc not think it proper to paſs them wholly e 
F , : 3 12 " 


 $' 


d f ee -You are well informed of the reaſons which firſt 
the WW & induced me to give any ſhare of my confidence to 
t of Wi «© Nundcomar, with whoſe” character I was acquainted 

i kc oY by an experience of many years. The means which 
Jave « he himſelf took to acquire it were peculiar to him- 
that &« ſelf. He ſent a meſſenger to me at Madras, on the 

| « fr news of my appointment to this preſidency, with 
00d Wh « pretended letters from Munny Begum, and the Nabob 

| of Wi cc Tatran ul Dowlah, the brother of the Nabob Jaffier 
fd Þ Aly Khan, filled with bitter invectives againſt Ma- 
un. Wh hommed. Reza Khan, and of as warm recommentda- 
rw « tions, as 1 recolleft, of Nundcomar. I have been jince 

a 


« informed, by the Begum, that the letter, which bore 

ce ber ſeal, was à complete forgery, and that ſhe was 
ce totally unacquainted with the uſe which had been made 
« of her name, till I informed her of it. Juggut Chund, 
« Nundcomar's ſon-in-law, was ſent to her expreſsly to 
« entreat her not to divulge it. Mr. Middleton, whom 

© the conſulted on the occaſion, can atteſt the truth of this 


"1 ry. I have not yet had the curioſity to enquire of 
ver WW the Nabob Yetram ul Dowlah, whether his letter 
neil WW: was of the ſame ſtamp, but I cannot doubt it. 

275 cc The promiſe which be ſays I made him, that he 
1 ſhould be conſtituted Aumeen (that is, Inquiſitor 


© General over the whole country) and that I would 
© delegate the whole power and influence to him, is 
© ſomething more than a negative falſehood. He did 
once or twice intimate to me a with of the kind, 
but with ſo little ſucceſs that for a while he wholly 


* dropt it, On Mr. Reed's return from the Coaſt, 
1 * where he had been on leave of abſence, Nundco- 
© WF nar. made his application to him for the ſame em. 


* ployment, hoping, through his influence, to obtain 
dit. Mr. Reed, deceived by his ſuggeſtions, brought 
the propoſition before the Board, and ſupported it 
* with warmth, and it was rejected. The manner 


65 in which this matter had been introduced, contains 
F | * ſtriking . proofs of the incendiary character of the 
4 man,; and the proceedings will ſhew the grounds 


It 


on which the propoſition was rejected.“ 


Wt 


1 1 | 
It is further alledged, © that the evidence of thi | 
te man, Nundcomar, not having been encountered u ill « 
ec the time- when it might and ought to have been, 4 
« remains juſtly in force againſt me, and is not abatei . 
« by the capital puniſhment of the ſaid Nundcoma, . , 
te but rather confirmed by the time and circumſtances, . U 
ce jn which the accuſer ſuffered death,” This re. « þ 

ſoning is inconſequent and malicious. In the fit te 
place the evidence of this man was encountered by the i « n 
propoſition I made at the time to the majority, of oy. Wiſ« t 
ointing a committee for projecuting ap enquiry into bi; Wi eve: 
allegations :- Secondly, theſe allegations were commit! ¶ the 
zo the bands of the Company's Solicitor, for the purpot N cula 
1 of commencing a ſuit againſt me where J muſt have en. then 
countered them, had they been thought ſufficiently I Boa 
authentic to have maintained an action; and, laſth ing | 
J voluntarily offered to the Court of Directors, in ny argu 
addreſs before mentioned, to ſubmit all my tranſzc. WMreco 
tions, of what nature ſoever, to their juſtice, in aq prev 
way or form they ſhould preſcribe. But to this how topp 
they never have thought ſuch accuſations, from ſud tber 
a wretch, worthy their notice; and the Attome ame 
General told them, in his opinion, Nundconari ic ;, 
te information, goes for nothing.” 3 
Io the malicious — of this charge, which i ftion 
the condemnation of Nundcomar for a forgery, Id ich 
declare, in the moſt folemn and unreſeryed manne; tions 
that 1 had no concern, either directly or inditecth . fal 
in the apprrhending, proſecuting, or execution d Char 
Nundcomar. He ſuffered for a crime of forger, lil: rep 
which he had committed in a private truſt that vai or | 
delegated to him, and for which he had been proſ-WWfor m 
cuted in the Dewanny Courts of the country, beſot gener: 
the inſtitution of the Supreme Court of Judicatut che m 
To adduce this circumſtance therefore as a confimm an oat 
tion of what was before ſuſpicious from his genen made 
depravity of character, is juſt as reaſonable as to allen prove: 
that the accuſations of Epſom and Dudley were c now 
firnied, becauſe they ſuffered death for their atrocioulWheref 
acts. ES | F dn m 


— t l 1 
en 1. js alledged, that the © account laid by Nundcomat 


da before the Council is ſtated with a minute particu- 
Yen, « Jarity and preciſion; the date of each payment ſpe- 
ated , cified, the various coins in which it was paid, and the 
mat, « different perſons through whoſe hands the money 
nc; , paſſed; and it it argued, „that if no advantage 
rez.  « be taken of ſuch particularity in the Charge, to de- 
fir e ted the falſehood thereof, and no defence whatever 
y the BW made, a preſumption juſtly ariſes in favour of the 
f. ( truth of ſuch a Charge.” In the apprehenſion of 
0 bis WY every candid perſon, the preſumption muſt be exattiy 
Vit I the reverſe; for if there were all thoſe minute parti- 
culars to refer to, and ſo many perſons to authenticate 
e en chem, what prevented my enemies, the majority of the 
ently Board, armed as they were with full power, from prov- 
alt ing facts ſo eaſily to be eſtabliſhed ? And how can this 
n my argument, of there being different perſons concerned, be 
nac. WW reconciled to that of ſaying, the death of a ſingle perſon 
prevented all proof? or that I, without any influence, 
hou Wtopped the courſe of their proceedings, when it is fur- 
(vl iMther afſerted in the ſame Charge, and almoſt in the 


ſame breath, that “the majority of the Board continued 
« to fit and examine witneſſes,” and when it is evident 
they might have carried on the buſineſs of their inqui- 


ch ü ction as fully and effeQually without my preſence as 
Lich it ? To ſuch contradiftions are added bold affer- 
nne, tions in violation of all truth; and in order to ſupport 
ily, a fallacious principle of the accuſer's own ſtating, the 
n d Charge aſſerts it is not true, as I have ſaid, “ that it was 
or)" repugnant to the manners either of the Muſſulman 
tor Hindoo to take an oath.” Now it is not poſſible 
" or me to have made an aſſertion more true, or more 

e 


generally acknowledged, than that it is repugnant to 
he manners both of Muſſulmen and Hindoos to take 
n oath, It has been proved by an appeal that was 
ade to eminent perſons of both religions: it may be 
proved by a number of witneſſes now in England, who 
know any thing of the cuſtoms of the natives; and I 
therefore repeat the aſſertion, and retort the untruth 


n my acculer, | wy 
es With 


F 
With regard to the appointment of Munny Be 
to the office for which it is alledged the was unquslüed 
and incapable of diſcharging its duties, I ſhall only ob. 
ſerve, that it is one of the inſtances wherein I ſhall 


avail myſelf for my Defence of the entire approbation . 
of the Court of Directors, to whom the whole parti. car 
culars were minutely detailed, and by whom they were Wl did 
highly approved. e 5 dec 
The next perſon who is produced is Kan Jehan WW fall 
Khan; and I muſt again refer to the proceedings af rela 
that time for a full account of this meaſure. The WW Kh: 
ſimple fact is, that an obſcure individual, a native of uſt 
Bengal, preſented a petition to the Supreme Council \ 
on the goth March, 1775, ſetting forth that the Fouge. Wl mac 
dar of Houghley, Khan Jehan Khan (a man of high WW © t 
rank and office) was allowed 72,000 rupees! a year, c 
40,000 of which he had paid to me and my Banyan; “ a 
and that he would do the duty himſelf for g2,000, by i © e 
which the Company would fave 40,000 rupees a year, i © 0 
So extraordinary a petition as this, in which a low and i © o 
obſcure individual deſires a poſt of high truſt and great If 
importance, on the novel plea of obtaining 32, ooo rupea i Mat 
a year for himſelf, who had never been in any offce ti. 
of a tythe of the value, was, I believe, never preſented il © th 
to a public body. However, he had accuſed me, and Wi © 

that was ſufficient for the majority to ſummon him be-“ 
fore them. He was aſked by them, who he wail re 
and in what condition of life? The man replied, In "v9 
*« no employment now; I was a farmer of Tumlook." WF © n 
Two evidences were then called, who directly contn-Wif © ©) 
didted each other. Notwithſtanding this, the majority Ju 
declared their belief of the charge. Khan [ehan Kha leg 
is next called upon; and becauſe he declined to take they 
an oath, pleading that it was repugnant to the mannes office 

of his country, and in this inſtance to every idea d 

Juſtice in any country, he is diſmiſſed from his office Mr, 
E contempt of authority. Soon after the death of iſ  * 
Colonel Monſon he was reſtored to his office: and al if deſer 
queſtions being carried by my caſting vote (ſays the — 
enter 


Charge) and that reſtoration not having been preceded 
7 5 | A4 ᷑ccom- co 


n 


: companied, or followed by any explanation or de- 
155 one ww 603 or even by a E of the ſpecific, 
y ob. charge of colluſion with the ſaid Khan Jehan Khan, 
ſhall the truth of the ſaid Charge is confirmed. * 
ation To this article I have only to reply, that the charge 
vari. carried falſity on the very face of it, from the contra- 


falſe and groundleſs ; and I believe it to be falſe as it 
relates to my Banyan; but as I thought Khan Jehan _ 
Khan had been diſmiſſed without any crime, it was but 

juſt to give my vote for his reſtoration, _ 


Much ftreſs is laid upon a declaration. repeatedly 


unci 

— made by me in my letters, © that it was my fixed de- 

high WY © termination, moſt fully and liberally to explain every, 
year, © circumſtance on the points on which I have been 
yan; © arraigned, not doubting both to convey the cleareſt 

„ by BY © conviction of my own integrity, and of the purity 
yea. of my motives for declining. a preſent defence 


„ „ 3 5 1 | 
In my addreſs to the Court of Directors of the 25th 
March, 1775, I informed them,“ That the allega- 


pees rch, | 
ice tions of Rajah Nundcomar have been committed to 
nted “ the hands of your attorney, for the purpoſe of com- 
and © mencing a ſuit at law againſt me, in the name of the 


Company, for the recovery of ſums ſaid to have been 
received by me from Munny Begum, in the year 
© 1772: I reſerve my defence for the ſame channel, 
* not chooſing to give my adverſaries an advantage, 
« by anticipating it, nor to beſpeak your premature 
judgment on a cauſe thus depending.” When thele 


rity 

han allegations were tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, 

abe BW they in like manner referred them to the great law 
nen i officers for their opinions, which I beg leave to quote. 


Mr. Attorney General, 5 
Munny Begum was certainly a perſon within the 
deſcription of the deed of February, 1775; but the 
caſe ſeems to aſcribe the 150,000 rupees in queſtion to 
entertainment afforded the Governor in his progreſs, 
according to ſome eſtabliſhed uſage ; nay, it ſeems to 

„ NN ſuppoſe 


dition of the witneſſes who introduced it: I ſolemnix 
declare, that as far as relates to myſelf, it is wholly. - 


Pg 
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fuppoſe that his expences, if they had not been defray 
ed according to the ulage, would have been Paid by 
the Company, but were not. 

© The evidence as here ſtated i is ſtill more defcAlive, 

if the appendix is adopted by the Directors, and mean 
to make a part of the caſe, it throws diſcredit upon ul 
the information fo collected. Nundcomar's information 
goes for nothing. If he were otherwiſe credible, this 
makes but one article among others which ſeem to be d; if 
believed. Upon the whole, I ſee no evidence ſufficient 
in my judgment to maintain an action.“ 


Mr. Serjeant Adair, | 
*I have conſidered this caſe, and ade the 
evidence as attentively as the time will admit. 
« With reſpe& to the evidence, the matter is by no 
means clear. The charge ſeems to be confined to the 
lack and half of rupees for the Governor's entertain- 
tainment at Moorſhedabad. I think there may be ſome 
doubt whether, if the fact reſpecting the ſum given for 
entertainment was {ully eſtabliſhed, it would amount to 
ſuch a clear and direct breach of the covenant as would 
entitle the Company to recover. | 
% At all events, I cannot think it adviſeable for the 
Company to commence a ſuit againſt Mr. Haſtings 
upon ſuch evidence as ſtated in this caſe, eſpecially un. 
der the circumſtances, and in the manner it appears to have 


been obtarned. * 


Mr. Dunning, 

« It appears to me difficult to eine the evidence 
ſtated, and impoſſible to judge of the credit due to any 
part of it, without full information; particularly as to 
lle manner in which it is ſass te 1 to have been rage! 


M r. Smith, the Company's Solicitor's opinion. 

& Upon the whole of this evidence, I cannot bring 
myſelf-to think that there is ſuffieient ground for the. 
Company to commence a ſuit againſt Mr. Haſtings, for 
recovery of thoſe ſums to which my obſervations are 


confined ; I mean all ſums Rated, n che lack = 
- ba 
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half upon which the opinion of council has been taken, 
The proof is exceedingly confuſed ; but, when I conſi- 
ler the eagerneſs the majority of the Council have ſhewn 
{o eſtabliſh theſe charges; the extraordinary meaſures they 
purſued ; the very eaſy method of proving the faQs, if 
true; the very flender proof (if any) that is given; the 
obſervation ariſing upon the face of the proof; and the 
flat contradition of Munny Begum ; theſe various cir- 
cumſtanees, in my mind, amount almoſt to an abſolute 
conviction, that the ſtory cannot be true. If the fact 
had been true, the perſons mentioned by Nundcomar 
as thoſe through whoſe hands the four firſt articles were 
paid, might have been examined, and they muſt have 

roved the facts; but it does not appear that any one 
of them was called upon, although moſt of them were 
reſident at Calcutta. This proof would have been eaſy 
and certain. As to Nundcomar, if his bad character 
was not too well eſtabliſhed not to deſerve credit, the 
manner in which he tells the ſtory would deſtroy his 
credit. | | - 3 


Now when the Court of DireQors, inſtead of aſking 
any explanation from me on any of theſe allegations, 
referred them to a courſe of law; when the lawyers to 
whom they were referred not only thought them too 
vague and inſufficient. to maintain an action, but even 
condemned the facts on the informer's own ſtatement of 
them; when the characters of my accuſers themſelves 
ſuffered from their intemperate conduQ, and the noto- 
rious infamy of the agents they employed to deſtroy 
my reputation; and when, after every effort of Mi- 
niſtry and the Directors to criminate me, I was acquit- 
ted of theſe unfounded charges, and repeatedly re-ap- 
pointed to my ſtation of Governor General: after all 
theſe circumſtances, is it any crime in me not to have 
explained what to the preſent moment I have never 
been called upon to explain ? 75 5 

I now come to that part of the Charge, in which I 
am accuſed of having at different times, fince the pro- 
mulgation of the act of 177g, received various other 
ſums, contrary to the exprels probibition of the 22 

Fs, | | act, 


ww 
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the confidential ſervant of Cheyt Sing, had been de- 
uted to me in Calcutta by his maſter, to acknowledge 
his former ill- conduct, and to aſſure me of his implicit 
obedience and ſubmiſſion in future: He was alſo en- 
truſted by his maſter to endeavour to procure a remiſ- 
Gon of the payment of the annual ſum of five lacks of 
rupees, which the Board had fixed as his proportion of 
the expences of the war.—I peremptorily refuſed his 
requeſt, but aſſured him, that on the reſtoration of 
peace, this additional ſubſidy ſhould ceaſe; and that 
this was all he muſt expe@t.—Sadanund wrote to his 
maſter, anddreceived a commiſfion from him, to give me 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his future obedience, and 
ſubmiſſion to the orders of Government; and he was 
further direfted to requeſt my acceptance of two lacks 
of rupees as a preſent to myſelf, My reply was, that 1 
cordially received his ſubmiſſion and aſſurances of obe- 
dience, but that I muſt abſolutely refuſe his preſent, 
which TURE* 751! e inns N 
Having been diſappointed in the execution of my 
plan for attacking Scindia's dominions, which F deemed, 
and which proved to be of the moſt material conſe- 
quence, and being thwarted in it by my colleagues on 
he plea of expence, which was the only material ob- 
ettion made to it, I determined to accept of the offer 
which I before refuſed; and on my return from the 
ouncil, the day I believe that my plan was rejected, 
lent to Sadanund, and told him I had reconſidered 
is maſter's offer, and would accept the two lacks of 
upees, which I defired him to pay to the Sub-treaſurer, 
lr. Croftes, meaning to apply this money to defray the 
xpence of the expedition againſt Scindia, and thereby 
doping to obviate the only. objettion which had been 
ade to this important undertaking. Unfortunately I 
d not ſucceed in obtaining the conſent of Mr. Francis 
nd Mr. Wheler, and was therefore concerned at hav- 
W's accepted this ſum from Sadanund, fince the only 
eto which I meant to appropriate it was fruſtrated ; 
d 1 expreſſed my vexation to Mr. Markham, my Se- 
Wctary, as he (who fortunately for me is now in Eng- 
ad) can atteſt, Upon mature reflection, I determined 


Y | neither 


SS -- > 
neither to-inform the Council of the tranſattion, nor tg 4 
return the money to Sadanund, having once conſented 5 
to accept it; 4 therefore 1 1 3. n 8 the ge 
C any's call, as at tor their ule, an the wy 
__ latch to Bae e the Court of _ — 
tors of the tranſaQtion, though I did not ſtate to them ali 
from whom I received the money —a negle& which! 4 
N have ſtudiouſly avoided, could I have foreſeen Ml - - 
the conſequences of it. I thought at the time that! 
did all that was neceſſary, by declaring that it was nut 25 
my oun, and that 1 neither could aor. would have received offi 
it, but for their uſe. ERS 

- Aﬀter this explanation I hope this Honourable Houle Ml con 
will acquit-me of any corrupt motive, or any view of inte 
1 advantage, in the manner of accepting thi: Wl che 
offer. nh OE} 

The reſt of the ſums which are entered in the public gun 
treaſury accounts, either as money lent. on bond, or to tl 
placed on depoſit, were taken, as I have already faid, I ha 
in the time of the moſt preſſing neceſſity, in order to ney 
relieve the exigencies of the State, which I felt ſo forci- fron 
bly, that, attentive only to provide for them, I did na four 
reflect on an interpretation which might be put on my Bl yhe 
aklions ſo totally foreign to the purity of their motives ¶ priv 
L.cannot better prove this purity of intention to the Wi that 
ſatisfaction of this Honourable Houſe, than by ſheving Wi lary, 
_ that every ſtep I took in this buſineſs led to a public WW rife 
application of the money; and to put it out of m upon 
own power to henefit by the acceptance of it. at th 
I have already fully explained the tranſaQtion of the ¶ vou. 
two lacks of rupees given by Sadanund ; the ſum d I neit 
406, ooo rupees, for which bonds were given, was pail 
 gireQly into the Company's treaſury for their uſe, and 
never paſſed through my hands; and in a few month 
after the receipt of it, when I was about to leave th 
Preſidency to proceed yp the country on a ſervic 
liable to perſonal danger, f endorſed the bonds payabt 
to the Company, and left them in. the hands of M: 
Larkins, our Accountant-General,. with expreſs dire 
tions to deliver them up, I hope I need not detain thi 


Honourable Hauſe. by obviating the cavil that 2 "l 
1" | 4 orlemeng 


requi 
ton, 
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dorſement on a bond is not good in common law? 
though it is in equity. 1 flatter myſelf it will be evi⸗ 
dent, that T had no corrupt motive in taking this mo- 
ney ; that it was bona fide for the Company's uſe ; that 
they, and not J, had the benefit of it; and that the 


28 effeQtual as a formal transfer. a oh 
-. Two other ſums, of 232,000 rupees, and of 58;000 
rupees, were paid into the treaſury, as received from 
me on account of Durbar charges; which is a regular 
official account, as much under the inſpettion of the 


conſequently no concealment could have been made or 
intended, and they hereby became immediately as much 


gular revenue. * 

The laſt part of the Charge ſtates, That in my letter 
to the Court of Directors of the 2 iſt of February, 1784, 
I have confeſſed to have received another ſum of mo- 
ney, the amount of which is not declared, but which, 
from the application of it, could not be leſs than thirty - 


private expences, owing to the Company not having at 
that time ſufficient caſh in their treaſury to pay my fa- 
lary, I borrowed three lacks of rupees of Rajah Nob- 
kiflen, an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom I deſired to call 
| upon me with a bond properly filled up; he did ſo; but 
at the time T was going to execute it, he entreated I 
would rather accept the money than execute the bond. 


termination upon it remained ſuſpended between the 
alternative of keeping the money as a loan to be repaid, 
and of taking it, and applying it, as I had done othef 
ſums, to the Company's uſe ; and there the matter reſtz 
ed till T undertook my journey to Lucknow, when f 


uſe; and theſe were my motiyes:— Having made dif- 
burſemems from my own cath for ſervices which, though 
required to enable me to execute the duties of my ſta+ 
ron, I had bitherto omitted to enter imo my public ac- 


alienation of my fight, by the indorſement, was in fat 


Supreme Council as all the other public accounts, and 


the property of the Company as if they had been a re- 


four thouſand: pounds ſterling, &c.—In the year 178, 7 
when I was actually in want of a ſum of money for my 


I neither accepted the offer nor refuſed it, and my de- 


determined to accept the money for the Company's 
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chargi | 
the preſent year, and crediting them by a ſum privately 
received, which was this of Nobkiſſen's. If my claims 
upon the Company were not founded in juſtice, and 

bona fide due, my acceptance of three lacks of rupee, - 
from Nobkiſſen by no means. precludes. them from re. 
covering that ſum from me. No Member of this Ho. 
nourable Houſe ſuſpetts me, I hope, of the meanneſ; 
and guilt, of preſenting falſe accounts I have never 
| benefited. by contingent, charges, or by. retaining the 

money of the public in my own poſſeſſio 

vate emolument. 

I have purpoſely refrai 


vey 
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| counts, I reſolved to reimburſe myſelf in a mode mok 
ſuitable to the ſituation of the Company's affairs, by 
ng theſe diſburſements in my Durbar accounts of 


n, for my pri- 


ed. from any remarks or ob. 
ſervations on ſome unſair deductions and unjuſt in. 
ferences in the reaſoning of this charge, as well as on 
ſome aſſertions which are not true, in order to avoid 
breaking in upon the narrative of theſe tranſaQions: 
But I muſt now take leave to obſerve to this Honour- 
able Houſe, that the inſinuations which are made againſt 
me for not communicating theſe circumſtances * till 
< was apprized of the enquiries made in the Houle of 
« Commons, and when a dread of the conſequences oi 
« theſe enquiries might act upon my mind,” are equally. 
injurious and groundleſs. My firſt communication to 
the Court of Directors was dated the agth November 
1780, when no enquiry had commenced. When Þ wrote 
my letter to the Directors, in May 1782, I could not 
poſſibly have known of the change of Miniſtry in the 
preceding March, which is another conſequence allud- 
ed to.—But my accuſer ſays, this letter was not dil- 
| patched till the 16th December 1782, and it might have 
been ſent ſooner.— To this I reply, that when I wrote 
this letter, in May, the Lively was expected to be dil 
patched, every day; that in the courſe of human events 
it was probable ſhe would arrive in England before any 
other ſhip; that her detention was neither to be fore- 
ſeen nor prevented ;—and, laſtly, a Gentleman of ap- 
proved good character, high in ſtation and reputation, 
makes oath, that the letter was made up and ſealed 


for 
the 


- —_ 
we Live! 8 and remaineck lo ſed till che 70 
of Decen pere eee r the expreſs and 


{ole purpoſe of. encloſing his afftidayit,--The aſſer 92 
ie chat it does not any Where appear IJ haue hs L — 402 


che ſaid bonds as I ought to; have done, is not true. 
They have bet al eee as, vill appear by the 
papers now before this Honourable, Houſee. 

I have nothing more to add this reply, than that it 

will be found, on a reference to the A oi 1773, which 
Jam accuſed of violating that the prohibition of. re- 
celving money is there ſtrictly confined io the perſons 
not receiving it for his uſe, or, on his behalf; and to 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, in the molt ſolemn; man- 
ger, that I never meant nor intended the ,money..ſo 
taken by me for any other uſe than that of the State, 
which was, at the time of its being taken, in ſuch im- 


minent danger and diſtreſs, that every little aid of this, 
kind became an object of. national conſequence. I 
hope this Honourable Houſe will do me the juſlice to 
believe, that a pure principle of zeal alone attuated my 
conduct; but if I ſhould not, which I am unwilling to 
ſuppoſe for a moment, poſſeſs their good opinion, let 
me appeal to their underſtanding, and aſk them, he- 
ther it is conſiſtent with common ſenfe, that a perſon 
who meant to take money corruptly- for bis private ule; 
would ſele& for his Agents the Company's public offi- 
cers, men of eſtabliſhed characters, or endorſe bonds 
over to the Company which he meant for himſelf, or 
pay the ſums which he meant to appropriate to his own 
ule into the Company's public treaſury ? 

The ſum which I accepted for the Company's uſe 
from the Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah (above ten 
lacks of rupees) is ſo clearly ſtated, that I am only ac- 
countable, in the opinion of my accuſer, for having re- 
ceived it at all, and for preſuming to aſk the Court of 
Directors to allow me to receive it from their bounty, 
on account of the inſufficiency of my own fortune. — 
The money I accepted for the Company, and I applied 
it faithfully to their ſervice, —I had no corrupt intereſt 
wich the Court of Directors, I never ſought to obtain a 
corrupt intereſt with them, but have always been anxious 
63 | that 
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that the Court ef Directors, and the world at large, 
would determine on my conduR from my actions, not 


from my profeffions.—T told them, with great truth, 
that my private fortune was inadequate to the ſituation 
which 1 had fo long filled in their ſervice, but I ſcorned 
at all times to increaſe it by improper or unjuſtifiable 
means; and I am as as any man to confeſs, that 
wich a very little attention to my own concerns, I ſhould 
at this moment have poſſeſſed a fortune far beyond ny 
wants, or my wiſhes, This Honourable Houſe will, 1 
hope, pardon me for this digreſſion, the ſubjeQ in ſome 
degree has forced me into it. Let me oy add, that 
according to my conſtruftion of the Regulating AR of 
1773, I was left at liberty to receive money, provided 
it was to and for the ſole uſe of the Company; and that 
I never entertained a thought of receiving it upon any 
other terms, nor did I ever mean to appropriate a rupee 
of the ſums fo received to my own uſe, without the 
ſanction of the Eaſt India Company, my employers, 
Whatever imperfections there may be in my character, 
and I have many, yet no man who knows me will ſup- 
poſe me capable of aſſerting an untruth, or, which is in 
fact the ſame, of preſenting a falſe account to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe; or to my old and indulgent maſters, 
he Proprietors of Eaſt India Stock 


L 169 Þ = 


* * 2 
* + 7 K's * . ? , 
: b #4 * * — os; : 
2 + * 5 ? . * 5 K & * 4 4 7 * — * 7 * £ 


RESIGNATION 


JN the year 1776, Mr. Lauchlin Macleane, aſſum- 
L ing powers with which I had not entruſted him, 
propoſed to the Court of Directors certain ſtipulations 
in my name, which when communicated to me I re- 
fuſed to ratify. Ten years after, in the year a786, 
that refuſal is charged againſt me as a high crime and 
miſdemeanor. In the whole of this perplexed affair I 
am leſs concerned than any of the parties who acted 
or concurred in it; yet I am excluſiyely proſecuted for 
its real or ſuppoſed conſequences. Mr. Macleane, 
who exceeded his commiſfion, is dead; but I am not in- 
heritor 20 his ſhare of the imputed culpability. The 
Committee of Directors who were appointed to inſpect 
Mr. Macleane's powers; the Court of Directors, who 
acquieſced in a divided report from that Committee; 
his Majeſty's miniſters, who admitted the conſequent 
acts of the Court of Directors without inveſtigation, 
were all ſeparately and jointly intereſted in the event, 
and are all much more reſponſible than myſelf; the 


Court of Directors at leaſt were under a neceſſity of 


taking the earlieſt ſteps to reſent the inſult and redreſs 
the injury which it is urged they ſuſtained ; and miniſ- 
try were ſtill more obliged to action, from the higher 
importance of their offices. Both parties had only to 
unite, and they could have forced me from the chair 
55 r 
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J refuſed to reſign. So far from doing this, a Coun 
of Directors, conſiſting of a majority of the ſam 
members, and a miniſtry with the very ſame leader at 
the head of it (who had been à party to the acceptance 
of Mr. Macleane's offer, and @ party to the diſappoint. 
ment on my refuſal) did, in the year 1778, continue 
me in the office I had ſo pertinaciouſly held, by a new 
Act of Parliament, and by a new acquieſcence in my 
nomination. What part therefore of the offence in. 
curred, or of the injuries produced by this affair, can 
with propriety be imputed to me? Powers which the 
ſſeſſor confeſſed he dared not ſhew, were admitted 
and acknewledged by thoſe who never ſaw them ; powers 
which, if allowed to the extent in which they are ſtated, 
would not entitle the poſſeſſor to ſue for the molt trif- 
ling ſum in any court of law in Europe, were allowed. 
to be a legal warrant for the refignation of 25,0001, 
per annum, by thoſe who would have indignantly re- 
fuſed to pay five pounds, if demanded on the ſame 
powers. And here too was a matter far above the lit- 
tle ordinary concerns of pecumary negociation, or the 
ial powers of a common agency. Here an office, 

of the firſt importance in the whole extent of our em- 
pire, was to be bartered away with the flight and 
ſlovenly informality of general declarations. —No letter 
of attorney, no authentic inſtrument, no formal creden- 
tials, ſanctioned by my hand and ſeal.—A mere ſelec- 
tion and compilation from different paragraphs of a 
paper, ſtated ro be © inſtruftions to my agent,“ is the 
whole foundation of the tranſaction. It was acknow- 
ledged by the Agent himſelf, that © the powers with 
« which he was entruſted were mixed with other mat- 
ce ters, of a nature extremely confidential.” Much 
of the inſtructions, therefore, never was, nor could be, 
nor was intended or expected to be, communicated, 
How could the Directors be certain that the parts con- 
cealed did not contain a preciſe and pofitive prohibition 
to my Agent of aſſuming any ſuch powers? — It was 
poſſible, and not improbable, at leaſt their vigilance 
would not have ſlumbered ſo remiſsly over the 2 
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of ſuch a cireumſtance, had the demand been of a 
ecuniary nature: But of tree perſons who were ap- 
inted zxamining proxies for the Directors on this oc- 
caſion, one, Mr. Richard Becher, ſince deceaſed, open- 
ly declared he conceived the pretended powers to be 
10 powers at all; Here was a warning, one would 
have thought, to the moſt indifferent temper. Credu-' 
lity itſelf would here have taken the alarm to diſcuſs 
the ſubject with more accuracy and acuteneſs. What 
then did the two remaining members of this committee 
report? © That having conferred with Mr. Macleane, 
« they found that, from the purport of Mr. Haſtings's 


« writing given to Mr. Macleane, and produced by 
« him to them, Mr. Haſtings declared he would not 
et continue in the government of Bengal, unleſs cer- 
« tain conditions therein ſpecified could be obtained, 
te of which they (i. e. the Committee) ſaw no proba- 
« bility :”—That is, becauſe a Committee, unknown 
to and unauthorized by me, ſaw no probability of cer- 
tain events, I am made to declare I would not continue 
in the government! !—Surely the Committee's ideas 
of probabilities were no rule for my conduct. What 
had an extraneous Committee's opinions to do with 
my private declarations to my own Agent? My Agent 
might have ſeen probabilities, though the Committee 
ſaw none ;—or thete might have been probabilities, 
though neither the Agent nor the Committee ſaw 
them ;—or there might be a poſſibility even againſt 
probabilities; — or that which I had declared to 
my own Agent, I might chuſe not to declare to any 
other ;—or I might think ſuch a declaration (“ mixed 
* with other matters of a nature extremely confiden- 
* tial,“ and conveyed in a paper of private inſtructions 
to a confidential agent) equivalent to no declaraticn at all. 
On ſo important an occaſion, xothing could conſtitute 
a power, but a clear and formal appointment, ſuch as 
* 1 go hereby authorize and impozwver you, Lanuchlin 
* McLeane, in my name, and on my behalf, to refign 
* the government of Bengal, or words to that effect. 
Surely the ſecurity of Gs is not leſs 3 


EY 


ce jnſtructions, contained in a paper in his own hand- 
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by law for the office of Governor-General, than for the 
moſt trifling part of our private property. Add to 
this, I have myſelf furniſhed ſubſequent proof that! 
had never the remoteſt intention of empowering my 
Agent to refign in my name; for, between the time 
of Mr. M*Leane's departure from Bengal, and his 
offer to reſign my government, I had repeatedly, 7hricy 
at leaſt, ſignified in public, and recorded letters to my 
ſuperiors, that no inducement ſhould tempt me vo. 
luntarily to quit my ſtation, until I ſaw an end to the 
ſtruggles in which I was then involved with the Coun- 
cil : that, if I lived, I would ſee the end of it. My 
letters to this purport are dated in March, April, and 
October, 1775. ly 0 COR. 5 

My refuſal to ratify the pretended reſignation took 
place on the 20th of June, 1777 ; and if 1 were war- 
ranted (which 1 have indiſputably proved above) in 
that refuſal, all the conſequent events which happened 
in Bengal are to be imputed to any, or all, of the par- 
ties to the original error and inadvertency. But in the 
year 1778, I was appointed to the Chair by a new at 
Parliament: at that time, therefore, my pretended 
reſignation was known to Parliament, and it muſt 
have been underſtood to be a valid act, or to be ixus. 
lid. If valid, Parliament, and not J, were the cauſe 
of injury to General Clavering, by a renewal of m 
nomination : if invalid, Parliament, by the ſanction 
of a renewed appointment, certainly acquitted me d 
having given ſuch powers to Mr. M*Leane. | 
Io the firſt article of accuſation therefore I reply, 
that if Mr. M<Leane had 20 powers (and none are 
proved; on the contrary, 1 have proved that he ha 
none) my refuſal was no breach of faith with the Court 
of Directors, and his Majeſty's Miniſters, To the ſe- 
cond article (““ Aiſreſpect to the Directors, and his Mi 
« jeſty”) I know not what to anſwer ; for how mucl 
ſoever I may abhor the thoughts of ſuch indecorum, | 
cannot conceive it to be any part of an * impeachabt 
« high crime and miſdemeanor.” If the reſignatiol 
were invalid, ab initio, as J have proved, my reful! 


was no injury to General Clavering; and, if it "i 
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1 ſhould fuppoſe perſonal injury to have its remedy at 


common law, not by impeachment : and for the reſt of 

at! that clauſe, it would be juſt as regular to arraign a 

my thunder-ſtorm for the damage it might have done to 

ime a ſteeple, as to impeach me for the injury an a& of 
his mine “ might have been to Mr. Wheler.” 18 

Tice But the laſt conſequences of my refuſal are, that it 


my WW was an act of ſignal treachery to Mr. M*<Leane, &c. 
e and prejudicial to the affairs of the Company's ſer- 


ce yants in India!“ | 

un- Treachery, not to admit the exerciſe of powers I had 
My not beſtowed !—Treachery, not to authenticate an act 
and performed without a warrant, and operating moſt no- 


toriouſly to my prejudice !—Treachery, to ſet an ex- 
ample of regularity, of firmneſs, and of preciſion, in 


var- one of the moſt important concerns of life! !!—And 
) in how was it prejudicial to the Company's ſervants, or 
ned rather how could it be conceived poſſible, that a. 
par- WW Charge founded on ſuch lame premiſes, and cloſed 
| the with ſo unaccountable, unpreciſe, and impotent a 
t 5 WW concluſion, ſhould paſs for ſerious? as if it were, or 
ded tan be, or ought to be, prejudicial to people in India 
nul: Wi that their agents ſhould hereafter be required to pro- 
a. duce the powers by which they act; — that all parties 
auſe Wi ſhould learn to be cautious in precluding the poſſibility 
my of miſrepreſentations and miſconceptions in matters 
tion of agency ;—and that an exemplary check to this un- 


warrantable aſſumption of never-delegated powers, 
ſhould prove a ſalutary warning, and ſure preventive 
of future ' prejudice to all concerned in mediatory 
tranſactions. Leg 1 10g | 

Before I cloſe this article, I beg leave to refer to 


two letters of mine, one indeed before the Houſe, ad- 
ſe · ¶ ¶ dreſſed to the Court of Directors; the other not before 
M. the Houſe, a letter to the Chairman of that Court, 


which I fear was never communicated to thoſe for 
whoſe information and conviction it was particularly 
intended. It is dated 27th Auguſt, 1777, the firſt 
oceaſion I had of writing home on the ſubject of my 
pretended reſignation ; and its authenticity I can fully 
proye from my original letter book, now ready to be 
| ie | 2: 7 produced, 


1141 
produced. This letter incloſed full copies of all th; 
inſtructions I had ever given to my private agent, Mr. 
M Leane, whom I commiſſioned ſpecially to unit: 
with my other friends, in procuring an enlargement 
of my authority, which as it then ſtood I had found 
inſufficient for any good purpoſes of government, and 
which by a very late Act the legiſſature has been 
pleaſed to deem inſufficient alſo. It would have 
been very extraordinary had I furniſhed him wit 
powers to join my enemies, and ſo become the 
very means of depoſing me from that ſtation which 
it was the expreſs and ſole purport of his miſſion w 
| ſupport and extend. Thoſe powers, therefore, which 
by a partial and imperfect ſtatement had been ſtretched 
to an indefinite and unwarrantable extent, I wiſhed by 
this letter to have diſplayed to the Directors at large, 
as the moſt obvious and ready proof of their ſpecifi 
limitations. Why they were ſuppreſſed by the ven 
Chairman, who afterwards joined in a letter of cen- 


ſure for my ſuppreſſion of them, I do not pretend to 
explain. Very unfortunately for me, I have not been if 


able to find copies of them at preſent, and conceive 
they muſt have been left in Bengal, with many other 
papers which I did not imagine likely to be of public 
and immediate importance. I profeſs myſelf to be 
very partially informed of the various ſteps, which led 
to my propoſed reſignation in 1776. I am convincel 
Mr. Macleane acted to the beſt of his judgment; and 
if it were not an improper requeſt, I would deſire t 
call upon a Noble Lord, who was at that time the 
Miniſter, to ſtate to this Honourable Houſe ever 
circumſtance of that tranſaCtion, „„ 


Ar. 
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| Anfyer to the Thirteenth Charge, 


Mr, RICHARD:-8ULIVAN's 
 APPOIN TMENT. 


_ P ON this Charge I ſhall not detain this Ho- 


TO nourable Houſe. Mr. Richard Sulivan accepted 
<<" rom the Nabob of the Carnatic, and from the Nabob's 
du reditors, a commiſſion to act for them in Bengal, and 
been produced powers for that purpoſe. | 
Jeu For reaſons which ſtruck me as very forcible, and 


without a wiſh wantonly or unneceſſarily to encroach 
upon the rights of the government of Fort St. George, 
I appointed Mr. Sulivan the Miniſter of our Govern- 
ment at that Preſidency, Of this appointment the 
Court of Directors diſapproved, and they diſmiſſed 
Mr. Sulivan from their ſervice, for having accepted 
of his original commiffion. Before I heard of his 
diſmiſſion I propoſed to appoint him our Ambaſſador 
at the Court of Nizam Ally Cawn.—What part of this 
ranſaction is culpable, in ſo far as I am concerned in 
It I know not, and I leave it to make its own im- 
refſion upon this Honourable Houſe, — 
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Anſwer to the Fourteenth Charge, 


RANNA OF, GOHUD 


INTRODUCTION. 


1 Muſt apologize to this Honourable Houſe for th 
| 4 length of my defence upon this article of the Charge, 
As it was a Charge of. breach of, faith in the violation 
of a public treaty, which I have ever conſidered as; 
crime of a moſt heinous nature, as moſt pernicious i 
its conſequences, and therefore required the fullel 
refutation, I have been under the neceſſity of entering 
into a connected and minute detail of all the occur 
rences of our intercourſe with the Ranah for that pur: 
poſe ; and theſe will ſhew that his part of the alliance 
confiſted of a ſeries of unremitted acts of the black 
perfidy, and ours of as marked forbearance. 

This Charge, though compriſed in the ſmall compal 
of two pages, contains ſo many artful miſrepreſents 
tions of facts, apparently authenticated by partial quo 
tations and perverted truths, that it will be difficul that 
to give them a clear refutation, without entering full 


thoſe 
into the ſubject. | prody 
It is affirmed in the Charge, “that in the late wagſ-"<< 
« apainſt the Marattahs, the ſaid Ranah of Gohud dv inde 
te actually join the Britiſh army under Colonel Mun WW. ten 
« with two battalions of infantry and 1,200 caval!) oth 
* and did then ſerve in perſon againſt the Marattaivl 
7 = be therebſ 


* 


. = 
thereby affording material aſſiſtance, and rendering 
© efſential ſervice 'to the Company.” A perſon in- 
lined to candour would have ſtated this fact very dif- 
erently: he would have aid, that the Ranah of Gohud 
vas bound by the 5th article of his treaty with the 
ngliſh to furniſh 10,0c0 horſe ;—that the command- 
ng officer, Colonel Camac, repeatedly applied to him 
on behalf of the Engliſh government, and at laſt could 
obtain no more than two battalions of infantry, and 
200 horſe ; and that the Ranah himſelf did not join 
bur army until no alternative was left him but that 
f either taking a decided part in our favour, or being 
declared an open enemy; that this was not until ten 
onths after our army had entered the Maratta coun- 
try, and that he ſtaid with our army only a few weeks, 
leaving it at a moſt critical period before the conclu- 
jon of peace with the Marattahs; thereby not affording 
material aſſiſtance, but cauſing eſſential detriment to 
the ſervice of the Company. 5 

In another part of the Charge it is ſaid, “ that he 
* the ſaid Haſtings, in the inſtructions given by him 
* to Mr. David Anderſon, for his conduct in negoci- 
© ating the treaty of peace with the Marattas, expreſ- 
© ſed his determination to deſert the Ranah of Gohud, 
© in the following words :—You will of courſe be at- 
© tentive to any engagements ſubſiſting betwixt us 
© and other powers in ſettling the terms of peace and 
« alliance with the Marattas: I except from this the 
© Ranah of Gohud ; leave him to ſettle his own affairs 
< with the Marattas.” Who would not think from 
this that I had wantonly, and without reaſon, deſerted 
the Ranah of Gohud ? Who would ſuppoſe that in de- 
ſerting him I was juſtified by the ſtrongeſt reaſons, and 
that theſe reafons are recited in the very middle of 
thoſe words, which as they are quoted in the Charge 
produce on the mind the effect of one connected ſen- 
tence? The real words of the inſtructions to Mr. 
Anderſon are as follows: & You will of courſe be at- 
tentive to any engagements ſubſiſting betwixt us and 
e Other powers, in ſettling the peace and alliance with 
| 1 Gt . & rhe 
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* the Marattas: I except from this precaution ti 
e Ranah and Gohud, who has been guilty of the meſ 
ee flaprant breach of faith towards us in every inſtanc⸗ 


«+ after @ moſt faithful and ſcrupulous performance i B 
tc every ſtipulation in his favour by us, and after we bam ub 
« ſaved him and his country from certain deſtrudin: Mt ti 
te Jeave him to ſettle his own affairs with the Marattas az 
Here then are full and ſufficient reaſons for my condu Nut 
towards the Ranah. The mind feels relieved from the Me 1 
| Hock which it received, at the idea of deſerting with. Me t 
out a cauſe a man whom my accuſer would repreſen imp 
as a faithful and ſerviceable ally. I appeal to the car. os 
dour and juſtice of this Houſe, if it is fair, if it is ho. ime 
nourable, to draw a criminal Charge thus againſt mW pla 
from my own expreſſions, and yet to omit thoſe word; etw 
which, if admitted, are a full juſtification of me. The Jen: 
only doubt that can remain is regarding the truth of MP's t 
the reaſons thus aſſigned: a few words would not br ere 
ſufficient to clear up this matter. I truſt, however, O1 
that this Honourable Houſe will ſuſpend their judg. t 
ment for a moment; and I promiſe to remove ever pu! 
doubt, by giving a full account of the Ranah's con- e 
duct towards us, exhibiting a ſeries of treachery and dere 
perfidy which it is to be hoped cannot be paralleled in ole! 
European hiſtory. 5 arily 
The framer of the Charges againſt me then proceeds ic] 
to obſerve, that * the ſaid Anderſon appears ven r 
ce aſiduouſly to have fought for grounds to juſtify the At 
ce execution of this part of his inſtructions; to which me 
& however, he was at all events obliged to conform. 15 


If my accuſer had thought proper to quote the ſequd 
of the ſame paragraph of the inſtructions, the Houk 
would have ſeen, that Mr. Anderſon was enjoined u 
obtain intelligence regarding the Ranah's conduct; bu 
not to ſeek for grounds to juſtify the execution of thi 
part of his inſtructions; and that he was not at all 
events cbliged to conform to it; for he was to judge fron 
that intelligence, whether the Ranah was worthy «A 
being any longer conſidered as the ally of the Englill 
The words are theſe, and they immediately follow til 
preceding quotation: Colonel Muir will give zg 

| 5 » cc complet | 
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& complete intelligence regarding the Ranah's con- 
duct; and from this you will judge whether he is 
„ worthy of being any longer conſidered as out ally.” 
But it is in vain to trace and point out all the 


' the 
mof 
ance, 


* 1B :itics of this Charge. We might ultimately arrive 
Jie: at truth by purſuing fallacy through all its ſtudied 
tax" vazes, and expoſing it at every turning to detection; 


hut how tedious, how intricate, and perplexing would 
de ſuch a purſuit ? The eaſieſt and ſhorteſt way will 
de to quit it altogether, and to follow the plain and 
imple path of truth. And I truſt that this Honourable | 
Houſe will not think I unneceſſarily conſume their 
ime, whilſt I ſubmit to them, as ſuccinctly as poſſible, 
plain hiſtory of the tranſactions which have paſſed 
hetwixt us and the Ranah of Gohud, from the com- 


dud 
n the 
with. 
eſent 
Cal» 
S ho- 
t me 


yords RO : | . 
The encement of our connection down to the period when 
th is treachery and repeated breach of engagements ren« 
ot be ered him unworthy of our further protection. Ag 


On the 2d December, 1779, a treaty was ſettled be- 
wixt the Engliſh government and the Ranah of Gohud, 
ipulating certain conditions of alliance, chiefly rela- 
ive to the Marattah ſtate, which was at that time con- 
idered as the enemy of both. As the Houſe is in 
doſſeſſion of a copy of this treaty, I will not, unneceſ- 
arily, intrude upon their time, by reciting the ſeveral 
cles of it; but ſhall proceed immediately on my 
darrative. | ; 4 . 


ever, 
udg- 
ven 
con- 
7 and 
ed i 


eds 


WY 4: this time the Marattahs had poſſeſſed themſelves 
lich f many of the Ranah's diſtricts. Their armies had 
m. Neid waſte and plundered even the environs of Ghode; 


nd the Ranah, being incapable of oppoſing them, re- 
nained ſhut up in his capital. In conſequence of the 
reaty he ſolicited our aſſiſtance, and it was immediately 
en. In the month of February 1780, Captain 
opham, with a body of Engliſh troops, arrived at 


ud 
oute 
ed t0 


: ail hode, and being joined by the Ranah's forces, very 
roa on compelled the Marattahs to abandon that country. 

hy c t was then thought adviſeable to carry the war into 
ie Marattah territories; and the united forces, after 
the peated marches, croſſed the river Scind, and arrived 


the Cutchwagär diſtricts, where Captain Popham 
| 1 AS com- 


1 
commenced his operations, by laying ſiege to Lobly 
which was reckoned the ſtrongeſt of all = aumeray 
forts poſſeſſed by the Marattahs, in that part of the 
country. It was for ſome time obſtinately defendeg, 
at length, à practicable breach being made, it uy 
vigorouſly aſſaulted, and carried, with the loſs of ſep. 
ral Engliſh officers, who fell in the ſtorm. On the 
fall of Lohir, all the reſt of the Cutchwagar county 
ſoon ſubmitted to the Engliſh and the Ranah. 
According to the 4th article of the treaty, it vn 
ſettled, that whatever countries ſhould thus be conquer 
ed from the Marattahs, a valuation ſhould be forme 
on the receipts of the ten preceding years, and u 
.annual tribute being ſettled as the Company's nits 
ſixteenth proportion of the revenue, j countrig 
ſhould be delivered over to the Ranah. Withon 
waiting for the form of ſuch an adjuſtment, Captay 
Popham, relying on the good faith of our ally, de 
vered up to him the Fort of Lohar in two days afi 
its reduction, and permitted him to eſtabliſh his g 
vernment throughout the whole of the Cutwag 
country. An Aumeen or Commiſſioner was aft 
wards appointed to form the valuation; but fo ma 
"difficulties were thrown in his way by the Randal 
officers, that it never, could be effected; and thou 
our connection with the Ranah laſted for two yea 
longer, and during all that time he remained in qui 
poſſeſſion of theſe territories, he never accounted it 
any part of the revenue to the Company. 
The 2d article ſtipulated, that the expence of ii ¶rema 
Engliſh forces ſhould be defrayed by the Ru tions 
monthly, at the rate of 20,000 rupees . each ban 
lion. Captain Popham was unwilling to make # 
demand until ſome capital ſervice ſhould have he 
performed by our troops; he deferred it therefore! 
after the reduction of Lohar ; and as the battalw 
under his command were ſomething leſs in numb 
than the Company's uſual eſtabliſhments, he ws! 
ſtructed by the Governor General and Council toi 
. 20,000 rupees per month in our claim; but the g® 


. roſtty of Captain P opham, and the juſtice of the | 
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in rament, were equally thrown, away on the 
2 The ſervice for — 0 he had required our 
oops was performed, and he thought that he no lon- 
ger wanted our aſſiſtance. He uſed every evaſion to 
avoid the, payment ; he pleaded inability ; he requeſted 
4 reſpite until the harveſt could be reaped; and when 
he found that Captain Popham was poſitive in de- 
'n th manding a ſupply of money for the relief of his troops, 
who were then greatly diſtreſſed, he peeviſhly replied, 
that he would pay their arrears, and that they might _ 
re- croſs the Jumna, and return to their own country. 


que. one month's pay, in part of the arrears, was at length 
ormed obtained ; but as the Ranah would not pay the remain- 
aner, Captain Popham did not think himſelf authorized 


to move without it; he continued therefore in the 
Ranah's country; and although the uſage he had met 
with might have damped the zeal of a leſs active officer, 
he loſt no opportunity of promoting the welfare of our 
faithleſs ally. The rains had now let in, and the dif- 
ficulties of marching were very great; yet Captain 
Popham, with his little army, moved from Lohar in 
purſuit of the ſtraggling parties of Marattahs, who ſtill 
continued to infeſt the neighbourhood. In theſe ope- 
rations he was almoſt unſupported ; for the Ranah had 
returned to Ghode, and not more than 3 or 400 of his 
troops remained with the Engliſh army. By the ſpi- 
rited exertions of Captain Popham, the Marattahs were 
ſoon totally driven beyond the confines of the Ranah's 
domintons ; ſtill, however, they poſſeſſed the Fort of 
Gualiar ; and it was evident, that if it was ſuffered to 
remain 1n their hands, they might renew their depreda- 
tions and encroachments on the Ranah's territories, 
whenever he ſhould be deprived of the protection of 
the Engliſh forces; and it was our intereſt to weaken 
their power, and divert their operations. : 
This fort had long been reckoned impregnable. 
The enterprizing mind of the Engliſh commanding 
officer was not to be diſcouraged by any difficulties ; 
he formed the idea of reducing it, and for this purpoſe 
encamped at about eleven miles diſtance, at a place 
called Raypogr, The Ranah about this time became 
| ab eh 7 + We more 
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more urgent than ever for the return of the Englig 
troops: but, as he ſtill evaded the payment of thej 
ſubſidy, Captain Popham could not comply. H 
ſhewed daily ſigns of diſcontent and ſuſpicion; mel. 
ſages were conſtantly paſſing betwixt him and the Mz. 
ratta officer in Gualiar; and it was generally reporte( 
that he would ſoon make peace with the Marattahs, and 
diſmiſs the Engliſh troops from his territories. $ 
manifeſt, in ſhort, were the ſigns of his diſaffeQion, 
that Captain Popham could not truſt him with his 
plans. Gualiar was aſſailed on the 3d of Auguſt, 11, 
in the dead of night, and taken by a mancevre, which, 
for the ſecrecy and boldneſs of its execution, equi 
any thing to be met with in hiſtory. The glory d 
this enterprize was reſerved for the Engliſh alone, a 
the Ranah was nat informed of the deſign, until he 
heard that, on the morning of the 4th, the Englit 
flag was diſplayed on the walls of the fort. 

The reduction of this important fortreſs opened; 

new ſource of contention. Encouraged by the eaſine 

with which we had delivered up our former conqueſt; 
the Ranah claimed immediate poſſeſſion of it. 0 

the other hand, the Engliſh government thought i 

neceſſary that this important fortreſs ſhould remain i 

poſſeſſion of our troops, as, during the continuance d 
the war with the Maratta ſtate, the fafery of the acqui 

fiction might be hazarded, if it were left to be protected 

by the. Ranah's. Theſe were the reaſons ſet forth h 
- the Board, in their letter to the Court of Directors d 
the 26th Auguſt, 1780. Additional reaſdns ver 

however ſuggeſted at different times, which, thoug 


1 do not give them as my ſentiments, (for they ver oblit 
not mine,) had their influence on the Board, in con ve 
nuing for ſome months to retain poſſeſſion of this for. ing! 
It covered the expedition which was at that time pu A 
jected, and afterwards carried into execution unde and 
Colonel Camac; it was the key of Hindoſtan; it open the! 
a communication to Malva; it was a pledge of . nera 
Ranah's fidelity; and one of the members gave I the | 
opinion, that * it ought to be kept, to be made ue ok 


* gf in an accommodation with the Marattahs ;” a4 


9 8 6 
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over to him, until the concluſion of the peace with 
the Marattahs.. To quiet, however, as far as poſſible, 
the apprehenſions of the Ranah, I wrote to him a let- 
ter, containing the following ſentence (7th September 
1780, 6th Rep. App 291): « ] now find that the 
conduct of Captain Popham has given you appre- 


Gio, , henfions of the ſincerity of our intentions in this 
h b point (the delivery of the fort). The caſe is this: 
10% Lou yourſelf are well acquainted with the import- 
hich, , ance of this place to us both, during the preſent 
qua war with the Marattahs, and muſt be well convinced 
ry of Fc that the retaining poſſeſſion of it is of the utmoſt 
e, « conſequence in the future operations againſt our 
il he enemies in that quarter. I muſt therefore requeſt 
gin that you will ſuffer it to remain in our poſſeſſion, 


« till the final concluſion of the preſent war with the 


ned: Marattahs ; declaring to you at the ſame time, that, 
ſineß i as ſoon as peace ſhall have taken place with them, 
veſt; “ the fort of Gualiar ſhall be delivered up into your 

Oi hands. It is your's; it is your right; nor has this 


« government any idea of alienating iti. 
But theſe aſſurances had no effect on the Ranah. He 
withdrew from the Engliſh. He refuſed to pay the 
arrears of the ſubſidy, and openly exclaimed that the 
Engliſh, in retaining the fort of Gualiar, had broken 
their faith with him. The fear of puniſhment how- 
ever on the one ſide, and his hopes of ſome time ob- 
taining from us this fort on the other, prevented him 
from taking a decided part againſt us. Theſe motives 
obliged him to preſerve ſome appearances, whilſt he 


for. ing Rajahs from uniting with us. 4 
pr Afterwards, when Colonel Camac arrived at Ghode, 
nde and it was thought expedient to make a diverſion of 


the Maratta forces, which were then oppoſed to Ge- 
neral Goddard in Guzzerat, by carrying the war into 
the heart of Madajee Scindia's country, application 
was made to the Ranah to furniſh 10,000: horſe, agree- 


| nas dene the Ram apthihg 
not expreſsly require that this fort ſhould be delivered 


inveighed againſt us, and deterred all the neighbour- 


ably to the 5th article of the treaty, For ſome m 


- 
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he endeavoured to amuſe the Colonel with promiſe. 
and at laſt, with great reluQance, he ſent with our 
atmy two wretched battalions of. infantry, and le; 
than 200 horſe, and theſe were, in fact, rather an in. 
cumbrance than an aid, for the Colonel was obliged ty 
ſubſiſt them with money from the Company's cheſt; 
and he has often been heard to expreſs apprehenſions 
(which he affirmed were too well founded) of thei 
deſerting to the enemy. ae % ag 
The Rajah of Narwar, and every chief who had 
correſpondence with us, were loud in their exclama, 
tions againſt the treachery of the Ranah's conduct to. 
wards the Engliſh ;—they aſſerted, that he was treat. 
ing with Sindia for his ſafety, by deſerting us, and 
that he made a merit with that prince of his evading 
to join Colonel Camac. To this period all the mi. 
nuter parts of the preceding detail, which are inſerted 
to form the connection, and all the facts which d 
not appear on our own records, are extracted from x 
proteſt which was prepared by Colonel Camac againk 
the Ranah, but which conſiderations of policy pre, 
vented him from delivering. | 5 

Such were the diſadvantages under which Colone 


Camac marched into the Marattah country. The 
zetof the expedition was indeed accompliſh: 
ed, in drawing Madajee Sindia from the Guzerat Pro- 


vinces, where he had long powerfully oppoſed Gene- 
ral Goddard, and obliged him to attend to the ſafey 
of his own dominions. But the event had almoſt proy- 
ed fatal to our army, for when it had reached Serong 
the Colonel found himſelf harraſſed on all ſides by 
parties of the enemy, his proviſions were intercepted 
and * princes whom he expected to join him all ſtool 
aloof. * 5 

In this ſituation, when the army was reduced t0 
great diſtreſs for proviſions, it was determined to rt 
turn towards the Ranah's country, and letters wer 
diſpatched to the commander in chief, deſiring thi 
che troops then ſtationed at Futtyghur, under tif 
command of Colonel Muir, might be ſeat to ſuppl 
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les nere Aamch gent was accordingly ſent, and 
Our arrived at Ghode on the 29th March 1781, where Co- 
be jonel Muir received intelligence of Colonel Camac's : 
having ſurprized Sindia's camp near Colares, on the 
24th of the ſame month, and of his having put the 
Marattah army to flight, and taken ſeveral guns anti 
elephants, and a quantity of ammunition. In the ler- 
ter which J received from the Colonel, dated 
March 1781, on this 3 there is the Nr 


bal I remarkable ne 
oY « My accounts from Sippery further mention; date 


< jetters have been intercepted from the Ranah to Sin- 
« dia, wherein the Ranah congratulates him on the 


ml I « ſyccelies which have attended all his late ſchemes 
ding WY e in diſtreſſing the Engliſh army, and warmly recom- 
= e mends Sindia's marching part of his army unto this 
= e country, with aſſurances of not only joining him 


with all his own force, but that all the Rajahs and 
d Chiefs around are ready to follow the fortune of 
-« Sindia ; and indeed J muſt confeſs that the whale 
of the Rana's conduct for ſome time paſt has been 
« ſuch as to give ſome grounds for crediting this re- 

te port; and without deſeending to particulars, of 
te which you muſt have long ſince information, I ſhall 
te only beg leave to obſerve, that ever ſince L haveren- 
ee tered his country it has been with difficulty Thave 
« procured a ſufficiency of proviſions to anſwer the 
15 Hall conſumption in my camp, 1 che: great- 
eſt encouragement has been publiſh ak a 


ec the country, nor has the value of a rupee been 
1 te taken without paying for it; and all bis I baue the 
ws « moſt FIRE proof has been owing to prohubitions iputh- 

“ lifbed by our ſuppeſed ally tbe Ranab. To this treat- 


« ment, when we add his late evaſions and non-com- 

«'pliance'to every requiſition by Captain Palmer to 
ce march to Camac's aſſiſtance - theſe are circumſtan- 
ee ces, which if not abſolute proofs of his diſaffection, 
4s they are at leaſt ſtrong indications to ſuſpect him; 
ho far Colonel Camac's recent ſucceſs, and my 

We entering this country with ſo nnen a force, 


Wy 729 _y 
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* may operate on him to take a deciſive part, a yer 
« few days muſt now determine.” 
Colonel Muir did not arrive at Antry till the 4th d 
April; the many diſappointments he met with in pro. 
curing cattle to bring ſupplies of grain had delayed 
his progreſs ; and having had no aſſiſtance from the 
Ranah, the difficulties he experienced were beyond 
conception. Every perſuaſion in his power was uſed, 
but to no purpoſe, for the Ranah ſtill kept aloof, and 
his example deterred any of the neighbouring prince 
from eſpouſing our cauſe. 1 
About this time a meaſure was adopted by the Coun. 
cil of Fort William (then reduced to two member, 
myſelf, and Mr. Wheler) which ought to have dif. . i 
pated all the Ranah's ſuſpicions, and rivetted him v 
our alliance for ever. 5 
An order was iſſued, on the 2d of April, for deli. 
vering up to him the Fort of Gualiar. 7 
Whilſt the fort was kept in our hands, I could make 
every allowance for the ſuſpicions and even the diſiſ. 
fection ſhewn towards us by our ally: But if any thing 
could be offered in extenuation of his conduct, pre- 
vious to the delivery of it, what ſhall we ſay if we find 
him afterwards uniformly purſuing a ſyſtem of fraud 
and treachery ? . 
Colonel Muir, on the 30th May 1781, wrote wrote 
me from Jomgery, as follows: © Immediately on my ern 
ec having received advice of the Rana's being in poſſel. 
de fipn of Gualiar, I addreſſed him agreeable to the 
« Board's inſtructions, a copy of which, with his an- 
cc ſwers, and tranſlations” of each, I now do myſel 
cc the pleaſure to encloſe you. So very evaſive and 
ec unſatisfactory a reply had determined me to protel i 
te againſt him without further delay; bur juſt as ic wa 
6 e for diſpatch, I received ſuch information fron 
cc a gentleman of my family, whom I ſeurt ſome time 
& ago to reſide with the Rana (with inſtructions 0 
« keep a watchful guard over his conduct) as incline! WW 
«© me to ſuſpend my proteſt for a few days, and gin + 
cc him an opportunity of reflecting on the conſequence nd ©! 
« that he had to expect, ſhould my — 69 pro- nd 
| ; . craſtinari 


+. 
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te craſtinated through any delay on his part. T am 
« further induced to poſtpone puſhing him to extre- 


very 


b mity, as I had received advice of a quantity of grain 
pro. having been purchaſed and ready to be diſpatched 
ayed from different parts of his country: and as this ſup- 
the 7 ply muſt arrive in a few days, I ſhall, until then, 
yond Bic defer my proteſt, which I however ſtill hope his 
fed, l conduct will render unneceſſary. Report ſays, the 


and ice Rana is collecting his forces; and he has declared 


nces H to Lieutenant Gowan (now with him) that by the 
| « expiration of the 12 days (mentioned in my letter 
ou to him) he will join me with 3,000 horſes, and 4 
bers, Wc battalions of his infantry. The ſincerity of theſe 
* « aſſurances a few days will determine. I cannot pre- 


« tend to declare any fixed opinion of the Rana's 
© ſentiments. His conduct muſt now be the only cri- 
© terion to judge by; and it affords me a molt ſincere 
WF ſatisfaction, when I reflect that I muſt, in a few 
* days, put him to the ultimate teſt ; when he muſt 


deli 
nake 


iat. prove himſelf a faithful ally, or I muſt declare him 
hing WW an open enemy to the Company, whoſe troops have 
K © ſuffered more than I wiſh to mention by his evaſive 


* treacherous conduct. I am, &c.“ | 
The Ranah ſtill perſiſted in his evaſions. At length, 
dn the 13th June, the Colonel drew out the following 


fraud 


te w roteſt, a copy of which he communicated to the Go- 
: by ernor General and Council, in his letter of the 2oth 


uly 1781. Both the letter and proteſt are before the 
ouſe; but as the latter contains ſeveral important 


the 


S an- 


- v 


acts, I will beg permiſſion to read it. 


sel 
4 8 Memorial of Colonel Muir, Mubarig ul Mulluck I. 


tikkar ul Dowlah Behudur, on the proceetlings of the © 


fron WW Mahar ajah Rana Chuttur Sing, 4 ckbindie Delleer 


* Jung Bebudur. 


4 


incl BN whereas in the month of December of the Chrif: 
Swe en æra one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, 
naa of the Higera in the month of Zecada one thou- 
Pee nd one hundred and ninety-three, the contracting 
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N 
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parties, that is to ſay, the ſaid Maharajah Rana on hy 
t, and the Governor General and Council on the 
part of the Engliſh Company, did conclude and ratij, 
ſign and ſeal, a perpetual and firm treaty of alliand 
and friendſhip between each other, and in conformiy 
to which the Engliſh Gentlemen have in every reſpet 
fulfilled their engagements and promiſes to the Maha. 


rajah Rana: and whereas the Maharajah Rana hy exe. 
failed in many points agreed upon, ſuch as in being wh 
dilatory and neglectful in the payment of ſeventy thou exp! 
| ſand rupees, month by month, for each of the Com. i | 
pany's battalions ſent to his aſſiſtance, according to the Hhis 
2d article of the treaty ; in withholding the ſhare of Weſt, 
the Engliſh in the revenues of the Cutchoowergar, Hany; 
preſcribed in the 4th article of the treaty ; in corre-MGifin 


ſponding with the Marattas without communication to 
the Engliſh ; and furthermore, in being inattentive in 
regard to the ſupplying of Colonel Muir's army with 
grain in their march through his country, and in mary 
other acts of infincerity, it is become neceſſary ty 
make known to the princes of Hindoſtan the defectio 
of the ſaid Maharajah Rana, and the good faith of the 
Engliſh nation, to the end that an infraction of the 
treaty may not in anywiſe be imputed to the Governor 
General and Council, or they be ſuppoſed to have de. 
viated from the ſtricteſt juſtice, oP + 
« But whereas principally it was ſtipulated and con- 
trafted for by the Maharajah Rana, in the gh artick 
of the treaty, that whenever the war between tit 
Engliſh and Marattas ſhould be carried into the Mz 
rattas Country, he ſhould on requiſition furniſh ten 
thouſand cavalry at his own expence towards thei 
aſſiſtance; yet though this force was frequently and 
urgently required during the command of Colonel 
Camac, the Maharajah Rana pleaded his not being 1 
poſſeſſion of the fortreſs of Gualiar, in excuſe for hu 
non-compliance. Now though Gualiar had been taken 
ſolely. by the valour and conduct of the Engliſh arm, 
without any military aid whatever from the Maharaja 
Rana, and though the immediate ſurrender of tit 
fartreſs was not enjoined by the treaty, yet the Englil 
FT. e gentlemen, 


F 


BF. 
gentlemen, ſolely to evince- an extraordinary regard 
t0 public faith, gave up the fortreſs, with all its 
cannon and ſtores, to the Maharajah Rana. 

« Moreover, the Mahar — 3 after being in- 


rain ¶veſted with the poſſeſſion the ſaid fortreſs, repeat- 
elpes edly promiſed to oin the Engliſh army, but being 
abs urged to fulfil thoſe engagements, he ſtill evaded their 
a hy execution on the moſt frivolous pretences. Finally, 
being whereas the Maharajah Rana wrote us a letter in theſe 
thou Nexpreſs terms, on the ſixteenth of Zemmadi ul Sany, 
Com. Wi 1 will join the Engliſh camp; —and even from 
to the nis promiſe has alſo ſwerved ; it cannot but be mani- 


feſt, that the Maharajah Lans has not performed i in 
anywiſe his part of the treaty, and that he is e 


iſinclined from aſſiſting the Engliſh. | 
ct is on all theſe conſiderations become i incum- 


bent upon me, who command the Engliſh army now | 


with on ſervice againſt the Marattas, in the dominions of 
many the Maharajah Mihieput Sing Tughinda Bahadur, the 
ry uzjah of Nurwa, to publiſh, in my own name, this 
tion Written memorial and proteſt, on account of the vio- 


lation of the treaty.—Be it therefore known to all 
he princes and nobles of Hindoſtan, to high and to 
low, and to the whole world, that, compelled by ne- 
eſſity, and by theſe breaches of the treaty, I from 
his day ſuſpend all intercourſe whatever with the Ma- 
arajah Rana, either by letter or embaſly, until the 
leaſure of the Governor General and Council on 
heſe premiſes ſhall be underſtood. = ; 
« Given at the Engliſh camp, near the village of 


1 ten WDongree, the 20th Jemmadi ul Sani, A. H. 1195, or 

= he 1 3th of how of the Chriſtian Era 1781. 

an 

lone e (Signed) 6. 1, 

ng i (ignea) T aa Ford, | 

I his Perſian Interpreter.” 

aken 5 

rm This proteſt was ſent to Lieutenant George Gowan, 

rag ho ated at that time as the Colonel's agent with the 
tie Rana; but as the Colonel was deſirous of ſtill giving 

gli Wie "On an opportunity of preventing a total ſepa- 

men, B b 2 ration, 


; is SI 
ration, it appears. that the following s were 
ſent with the proteſt to Lieutenant en 1 


« To — ADA George n &c. 14th June. 


47 Sir, | 

* I have it in command gn 8 Muir, to 
tranſmit you a proteſt jn the Perſian language, that 
agreeable to the orders of the Governor General and 
Council, and from the Rang's ill. Judged conduct, he 

has "= obliged to prepare againſt the proceedings of 
that Prince ; accompanying alſo I ſend you a true 
tranſlation of that paper. 

<« It is the Colonel's pleaſure, that immediately 
upon the receipt of them you do wait upon the Ma 
harajah Rana, and inform him of your having them in 
your poſſeflion, and of theſe conſequent inſtructions, to 
er ou are invariably to conform. 

. « After this elucidation, you will pleaſe to require 
Fran him a written engagement, under his ſeal and 
ſignature, to join on a certain ſpecific day (nat to ex- 
ceed the tenth from your receipt of this letter) the 
army under the command of Colonel Muir, agreeably 
to the ſpirit and meaning of the gth article of the 
treaty with the Honourable Company, or with ſuch 
m—_ and ſupplies of proviſions, as he can poſſibly 
by that oY collect for the ſervice, 

1 But ſhould the Maharajah Rana, under any pre- 
text or evaſion whatſoever, Kerle or tefuſe to enter 
into this agreement; or after having entered into it as 
before ſpecified, neglect or be dilatory i in its perform: 
ance, it is the Colonel's poſitive order, in ſuch caſe, 
that you do inſtantly and in form, deliver to him the 
Perlian proteſt, and 3 to this camp vith- 
out loſs of time. 

I am, Sir, &c. 


(Signed) T. F. 


I am 


AP. 
1 am not in poſſeſſion of the letters which were 

ten by Lieutenat Gowan to the Colonel, and I do 
not recollect the excuſes which the Rana made for de- 
ferring to comply with the Colonel's requiſitions. I 
find, however, that nothing was produced by theſe re- 
quiſitions, and that Colonel Muir afterwards deputed 
Captain Ford, to whom it appears he wrote the fol- 


ele 
I vrit 


Jowing letters, under date 17th and 2 iſt July. 
that 7 5 | 
and | | , 
he ( To Captain T homas Ford. 


* Sir, OM FS A 
« have the pleaſure of your's of yeſterday : With 
eſpect to the conditions held out by the Rana, they 
re ſo very abſurd, that any reply almoſt becomes un- 
eceſſary ; He ſays he will Fee, upon no other terms 
han upon my engaging to furniſh his troops with yo 
iſions. Surely this is a requiſition you might have 
aken upon you to have given the moſt poſitive rephy 
o. The Rana cannot ſurely have the aſſurance f 


the Whon-compliance with the article of the treaty which 
ably Neſpects this expedition. I requeſt you will fully ex- 
the plain (what he is perfectly acquainted with) to the 
ſuch Nana, the difficulties 1 experience daily in procuring 


rain for my own troops, and how impracticable I 
Ind it to ſave the leaſt overplus to lay up as a maga- 
ine; of courſe the impropriety of my entering into 
n engagement. to ſupply him with what I plainly 


it as Nerceive the impoſſibility of my fulfilling ; you will 
rm. o remind the Rana of the expectations of our go- 

caſe, {ernment regarding his ſupplying my detachment with 
1 the Nroviſions, my perfect 3 of the poſitive 


roofs of his country abounding in grain, and that 
is exertions were and are only wanted, to adopt ſuch 
eaſures as would encourage the Benjarees and Bepa- 

es to proceed to my camp with alacrity and ſatis- 


ction to themſelves. 


e The 


aking my inability of ſupplying him a plea for his 


1 192 J ö 
„ The Rana, from your letter, ſeems to wiſh ny 
to underſtand, that my anſwer to his very poſitive R. Neve 
quiſition is to determine him in the meaſure he i; ſen 
under the neceſſity to adopt without delay: It there. fre! 
fore behoves me to authorize you to acquaint hin, tern 
that notwithſtanding the. Board's inſtructions to me. Ming 
directing me to demand his affiſtance reſpecting ſup. ally 
plies, I am ready to forego every demand on him of ſupf 
that nature, and will, as Fave hitherto done, endes. dell! 
vour to ſupply myſelf, as he muſt his troops, without {Wtiate: 
any promiſe of affiſtance from me. 5 ance 
After having delivered yourſelf as above to the in p 
Rana, you will, as if by my requeſt, particularly cau- las! 
tion him, and point out to him, how much the Go. Nadeq 
vernor has already been diſappointed in his expect. after 
tions how much the ſervice has been retarded by fect! 
his moft unaccountable conduct. Remark that the pre. r h 
ſent is a moſt critical juncture, and that the leaſt abate. © 
ment in our expected aſſiſtance from him cannot fail ſ"< ! 
of making him obnoxious to a government who hare bilit 
ſuffered themſelves to be too long amuſed by his cv: liſt: 
ſive promiſes. 1 onge 


he 


. eld « 

1am, Sir, aſiſta 

Pen * . as th 
Siſſac, | Your obedient ſervant, ooſiti 

8 ervin 


17th July 1781. 5 
5 (Signed) G. MIR“ 


| EXTRACTS of a Letter from Colonel Muir t 
Capt. Thomas Ford; dated Siſſac, 21ft July, 1791 


I have the pleaſure of your letter of yeſterday, ec 
covering one from the Rana. I am ſorry to obſerie 
that the arguments you have urged to ſtimulate hin 

to performance of his engagements have not bel 
attended with ſucceſs; and, as I am perfectly W 

3 = 
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4 en 

\ me le wants inclination (and not the power) to fulfil 
e re. 
he is 
here. 
him, 
| me, 


ſent pretences to the contrary in no other light than a 
freſh proof of what I have long ſuſpected, viz, a de- 
termined reſolution in him, not only to fail in fulfill. 
ing every eſſential aſſiſtance expected from him as an 
ally, but even to throw obſtructions in the way of the 


53 ſupplies coming to the army, You will be pleaſed to 
de. deſire the Rana to recur to his engagements, as ſtipu- 
how {lated in the treaty ; his moſt ſacred promiſes of aſſiſt- 


ance to the Governor, and to me, ſince his being put 
in poſſeſſion of Gualior ; and the length of time he 
has had to prepare and equip an army, in every reſpect 
adequate to that I have repeatedly pointed out to him ; 
after which you will recommend him to his cool re- 
flections, and then let him account to our government 
for his conduct. 0 PO: 
« Upon the whole, you will be pleaſed to inform 
he Rana,. that ſo fully convinced as I am of hig 
ability to fulfil every engagement, and afford every 
aſſiſtance required of him, I cannot of courſe any 
onger admit of ſuch vague excuſes as he has all along 
eld out as pleas for his delay. His laſt demand of 
aſſiſtance from me to ſupply his tropps with proviſions 
as the only condition upon which he would join) is ſo 
doſitive a proof of his infidelity, that ſo far from de- 
erving any ſerious reply, I ought, in juſtice to myſelf, 
ot to have heſitated in obeying the orders of govern» 
ent, by immediately proteſting againſt him for in- 
raction of the treaty, | „ 
* From what is above ſet forth, you will be guided 
every reſpect as to what I ſhall conſider vague and 
1yolous excuſes ; you will in conſequence acquaint 
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17e Rana, that I am determined not to ſuffer myſelf 

Y be any longer amuſed with his evaſive promiſes and 
day naccountable delays, by which the public ſervice has 
ſere ready ſuſtained more injury than ic would have done 


y an early poſitive refuſal on his part, 
* Should you ſee no probability of effecting a fa- 
durable change in the Rana's conduct, I deſire you 

1 N p 


him 
been 

inced 
de 


every article required of him, I can conſider his pre- 


% 


. 
will inform him, that I ſhall without delay proteſ 
agreeably to my inſtructions, and refer him to the 
Council; after which you will proceed to join me x 
your conveniency.” F 


Theſe are the only letters betwixt Colonel Muir an 
Capt. Ford which have come into my hands, and theſe 
are ſurely enough to ſhew that the Rana itil} evady 
to fulfil the terms of his treaty, and that the excyſe, 
he aſſigned are frivolous and inſufficient. 

During the important period which was thus waſte 
in endeavouring to perſuade our faithleſs ally to a ſenſe 
of his duty, Colonel Muir had joined the troops com. 
manded by Colonel Camac, and was laying with the 
united army at Siſſac, a place ſituated in the Maratt; 
dominions, ſeveral days journey beyond the frontier 
of the Rana's country. 5 
* His troops were ſuffering great hardſhips from ſick. 


neſs and want of proviſions. The main body of the Cop 
enemy, under Mahajee Scindia, was lying very cloſe 
co them, and parties of horſe were hovering about, 
harrafling his camp and intercepting his ſupplies. 
It appears that the Rana, being reduced to the al. cc 
ternative of either joining the Colonel or relinquiſt-. the 
ing our alliance, did at laſt join about the beginning MWvltin 
of Auguft, but with a body of troops very inferior v chem 
what he had ſtipulated, and very unequal to the per- {Wprop: 
formance of any ſervice, being only 2 battalions your 
infantry, and 1,200 cavalry. | prob: 
About this time overtures were made by the M buſin 
rattas for commencing a negociation for peace. The courſ 
were made through the Rana, and the Colonel thought have 
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it adviſeable to encourage them: accordingly, on tit 
16th Auguſt, Chimnagee Row, the Maratta Envoy, 
arrived in the Rana's camp, where he had a conference 
with Captain Ford, who afterwards introduced him to 
Colonel Muir. In the mean time the Colonel applied 
to me for inſtructions and powers to treat: theſe wer 
immediately ſent to him; and on the 13th October, 


treaty was finally concluded betwixt the Colonel and 
5 * 
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Madagee Scindia; in which the Colonel, agreeable to 
the inſtructions I had ſent him, particularly included 
the Rana, ſtipulating that the Fort of Gualior ſhould 
be preſerved to him, and that the country taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of by the Engliſh: from the Marattas, on the 
ſouth ſide of the Jumna, ſhould be reſtored, or, in 
other words, that the Rana ſhould retain the acquiſi- 
tions which he poſſeſſed without our participation, and 
that all thoſe in which he held a ſhare ſhould be given 
up. Having thus, in ſpite of all the evils which had 
ariſen from the Rana's infidelity, adhered on our parts 
to every article of our agreement, and attended to his 
intereſts even to the very conclulion of peace, let us 
ſee how the Rana conducted himſelf in this laſt ſcene. 
The following is a copy of a letter which I received 
from Colonel Muir: TE cnn. : 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Muir to the Governor 
| General. N 


Dear Sir, Seſſac, 6th Ottober, 1781. 7] 


ce J have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
the original and duplicate of your letter of the roth 
ultimo, with the ea papers that accompanied 
them. The anſwer which I had given to Scindia's 
propoſals coincided almoſt exactly and verbatim with 
your own ſentiments on this occaſion, and would very 
probably have effected an earlier termination of the 
buſineſs, had net a diſcovery been made, during the 
courſe of the negociation, of an incident that might 


have produced embarraſſing conſequences, had not our 


onour been held in higher eſtimation than that of its 


machinator—Chimnajee Row being preſſed to admit 
the Ranah as a party in the treaty, objected to the 
propoſition, and, upon our importunity, urged the im- 
propriety of the demand, ,geclaring openly, that the 
Ranah had made a ſeparate written engagement with 
deindia, by which the whole of his poſſeſſions were 
Kcured to him. This clandeſtine tranſaction was even 


Ce carried 
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carried on in our on camp during the Ranah's 

viſit here; immediately after which he withdrew to 
Gualior, promiſing to return in fifteen days; which he 
has not only evaded ever ſince, but remanded his army, 
and on the whole appears totally unconcerned as to 
our affairs. Notwithſtanding theſe inſults, 1 have pre- 
vailed upon Scindia's agents that his preſent dominions 


mall be guaranteed by the treaty, ſpecifically including 


the fortreſs of Gualior.— It will not however be unin- 
tereſting to you to be informed, that notwithſtanding 
the ankle precautions taken by the Ranah, the Ma- 
rattas themfelves ſeem greatly diſſatisfied with his 
conduct, and Chimnagee gives me ſome encouragement 
to expect, that a copy of his treaty ſhall be delivered 
to me; a point which I have much at heart to gain, 
and which is evidently of the higheſt importance. 

« The treaty is at laſt fairly made out, and is this 
day tranſmitted to Scindia for his approbation : to- 
morrow it will be returned, and, if approved, Captain 


Ford will be diſpatched. to: his camp to ſee his ſignature . 


and ſeal affixed; after which interview, I ſhall be able 
to write you fully on every point of the important 
charge entruſted to my management. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without expreſſing 
the moſt hearty ſatisfaction at the very eminent ſucceſs 


which has attended your meaſures for the reduction of 


the Benares Zemindarry. The execution of them 
has done fignal honour to our arms, and will moſt pro- 
bably for ever ſecure this country, and every other 
under our protection, from being again made the dupe 


of faction and ambition.— I beg leave to preſent you 


my warmeſt congratulations on the occaſion, and to 
aſſure you of the perfect reſpect and eſteem, with which 


„ (Signed) G. MUIR.” 


Colonel 


L 5 
Colonel Muir afterwards. procured a copy of the 
agreement. granted by Scindia to the Ranah, which he 
tranſmitted to me, under the atteſtation of Sewajee 
Etul, one of the Maratta Chiefs, who bore rank in 
the army next to Scindia himſelf, and who had been 
chicfly employed in negociating and ſettling the whole 
of the buſineſs. apt on 2 2 rs 1 92 

As tranſlation of this inſtrument is in poſſeſſion of 
the Honourable Houſe : I will not therefore further 
treſpaſs on their time, than to remark, that it is of a 
nature altogether inconſiſtent with the faith which was 
due to us by the Ranah, and that there is one article 
in it in particular, where he endeavours to reſtrain 
the Marattas from making peace with the Europeans, 
meaning thereby undoubtedly the Engliſh nation, with 
whom they were then at war, and whom he was bound 
to aſſiſt as their ally. So glaring an act of treachery 
rendered the Ranah unworthy of our further protection. 
In the treaty which Colonel Muir had concluded 
with Madajee Scindia, an opening was by my deſire 
left for a general pacification with all the Maratta 
powers; and as I was deſirous of effecting an object, 
which the ſituation of our affairs both in India and in 
Europe rendered ſo deſirable, I deputed Mr. Anderſon, 
who was at that time with me at Benares, with full 
powers to negociate on behalf of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment: and in the inſtructions which I gave him on 
his departure, I inſerted the paragraph which I have 
before quoted, viz. * You will of courſe be attentive 
to any engagements ſubſiſting between us and other 
e powers, in ſettling the terms of peace and alliance 
* with the Marattas; I except from this precaution 
* the Ranah of Gohud, who has been guilty of the 
“ moſt flagrant breach of faith towards us in every 
« inſtance, after a moſt faithful and ſcrupulous per- 
© formance of every ſtipulation in his favour by us, 
* and after we had ſaved him and his country from 
certain deſtruction: leave him to ſettle his own 
e affairs with the Marattas. Colonel Muir will give 
you complete intelligence regarding the Ranah's 
| N | | EE ESSE * conduct, 


— 


I”, 

ce conduct, and from this you will judge whether he i; 
« worthy of being any longer conſidered as our ally," 

Mr. Anderſon accordingly held feveral conference; 
with Colonel Muir in his camp at Etaya, and received 
from him full information of the treachery of the 
Ranah, and of the many inſtances in which he had 
violated his engagements with the Englifh.—He pur. 
ſued his enquiries, after his arrival in the Marattz 
camp, on the only point which could not be intro. 
vertibly proved from Colonel Muir's own knowledge, 
namely, the ſeparate agreement ſettled between the 
Ranah and the Marattas, and he communicated the 
reſult to me, in a letter dated the 29th January, 1783. 
The letter is long, and is already before the Houſe; 
but as it contains material information, I will beg 
permiſſion to read it. A AR: 


« Extract of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 18th 
ue February 1782. 


* Encloſed, I have the honour to ſend you a du- 
plicate of my letter of the 26th inſtant. 5 
I ſhall in this letter give you as full an account as 
J have been able to procure, of the preſent diſputes 
betwixt the Marattas and the Ranah of Ghode.— The 
claims of the Marattas are as follo : 

« 1ſt. They claim a right to the reſtitution of 
Cutchuagar, the territory which was conquered from 
them by the united forces of the Ranah and the Eng: 
liſh, and which, according to the treaty of Colonel 
Muir, ſhould have been reſtored to the Marattas. 
Bow Buckſey was ſent with a body of troops to collect 
the revenue of it, and in ſome parts his aumils have 
been eſtabliſned; but the principal forts have, howe- 
ver, continued in the poſſeſſion of the Ranah. The 
Marattas demand, therefore, either the entire ſur; 
render of theſe forts, or a fixed reyenve, at the rate of 
„„ === ono 
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(c 2d. A tribute on account of the diſtrict of Binde. 
It appears that this claim is derived from the time 
when that country was in the poſſeſſion of the Marat- 
tas. It was taken from them by the late Vizier, Sujah 
ul Doulah, when he reduced the countries on this ſide 
of the Jumnah, as far as Janſey; and, at the requeſt 
of the Ranah, it was given by the Vizier to Buht Sing, 
Rajah of Badour. It was afterwards taken from him 
by Aſoph ul Doulah, and given to Himmut Bahader. 
Again it fell into the poſſeſſion of Buht Sing; when 
Himmut Buhadre, alarmed at the deſigns of Moktur 
ul Doulah, fled to Nudzif Cawn, at Delhy. This 
claim, therefore, is in fact not againſt the Ranah, but 
againſt Buht Sing, who ſtill retains poſſeſſion of the 
diſtrict of Binde. But the Ranah has drawn it upon 
himſelf, by aſſuming the patronage of Buht Sing, and 
the management of his political intereſts, and declar- 
ing he will ſtand forth in his defence. 8 

& 3d. Five mehals of Sukerwary, which of old be- 
longed to Nurwur and Gualier. They were afterwards 
conquered by the Marattas, and annexed to Cudeir, 
under Eetit Row. Some years ago they were reduced 
by the Ranah. The Marattas are deſirous of reco- 
vering theſe five mehauls, though I am not ſure if 
they have yet formally demanded them from the 


Ranah.“ 


« Theſe claims have for ſome time paſt given riſe 
to a variety of diſcuſſions; and on my arrival in camp, 
I found that there was a negociation on foot betwixt 
Sindia and the Ranah, which was conducted on the 


part of the latter by Hir Pirrſnaad, Moonſhey of 
Slwajee Eetul. The Ranah, it is ſaid, claimed the 
Cutchwagar country, agreeable to the ſeparate treaty ' 
which he had made with the Marattas ; but the difh- 
culty lay in ſettling the annual revenue, For the pre- 
ſent year, in particular, the Ranah claimed large de- 
ductions on account of the depredations and collections 
made by Bow Buckſey. To the ſecond claim alſo 
the Ranah was willing to agree, but he claimed a de- 
fution on account o 


L 


the diſtricts of Mahguwan, &c. 
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' which, though they had formerly belonged to Bend ſayin 
had for many years paſt been annexed to his own pof. ing f 
ſefſions., For ſome days there remained a proſpect oe Ml Colo 
an accommodation, till Sindia thought it expedient u tered 
accelerate the negociation, by letting looſe his Pindz. Ml ent! 
ries on the Ranah's country. _ . 
Both parties then applied to me, as the Repteſen. 1781, 
tative of the Engliſh government. The Ranah con. d ma 
plained generally of the bad faith of the Marattab I tha 
and the intentions which they had formed of deviating if da) 
from the terms of their agreements reſpecting him, à M wil 
ſtipulated in the treaty of Colonel Muir. Sindia ap. M« to 
lied more particularly: he ſent a meſſage to me h ſpa 
w Buckſey, repreſenting that diſputes had ariſen {Mc kin 
betwixt him and the Ranah; that he had in vain en. Mc mit 
deavoured to ſettle them by amicable means. He MW ſon 
had now advanced to the borders of the Ranah's coun. MW« pat 
try, but could not proceed farther until he had aſked N. this 
my advice, as Repreſentative of the Engliſh govern. Mk ma; 
ment, Jeſt his conduct might occaſion diſputes betwixt 
him and the Engliſh, which he was extremely deſirous 
of avoiding. — de 4 0 
The anſwer which I muſt ultimately give to theſe 
applications was clearly pointed out in my inſtruc- 
tions, but ſeveral reaſons induced me to defer giving 
any anſwer whatſoever for a few days. 


tisfhed, 
o Sin 
the tra 


| * mer 
ce During my ſtay at Etaya, Colonel Muir com- the 
plained much of the conduct of the Ranah. He ac- and 
cuſed him of not marching in time, or with a ſufficient WF eſta] 
body of troops, to his ſupport ; of neglecting to ut BF dey! 
his endeavours: to procure ſupplies of grain for the I wi 
army; and of clandeſtinely negociating and concluding MF ber 
a ſeparate treaty with the Marattas, contrary to the MWhreyen 
intereſts of the Fngliſh. The two former of thele ence. 
charges depend on facts that come within the imme ngage 
diate knowledge of the Colonel, and however the edged 
Ranah may attempt to juſtify or extenuate them, their it 
reality cannot be doubted ; I have therefore confined MI « N 
myſcif in my enquiries to the laſt charge. The Ranal, Wondus 
on finding that he was ſuſpected of having entered inio Bb try 
ſeparate engagements with Sindia, juſtified himſelf by Nerat 
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end, I Gying, that he had Colonel Muir's permiſſion in writ- 
pol. I ing for ſo doing. Having delired to Tee a copy of the 
& of Ml Colonel's permiſſion, and alſo of the agreement en- 
it to ll tered into by him and the Marattas on both fides, he 
ndz. WM ſent me the copy of a letter, ſaid to have been written 

co him by Colonel Muir, under date the 27th Auguſt 
ſen, Wil 1781, of which the following is a tranſlation :—© You 
om. il « may afford every degree of aſſiſtance to Chimnajee, 
tabs, il « that, in the manner that I have ſtipulated eighteen 
ting Wil days on the ſubje& of peace, I am hopeful that ic 
„ * will certainly take place in that period, according 
ap. to what I have written: aſſure him alſo, that in that 
e by Wl « ſpace of — will make no attack, nor commit no 
riſen NM kind of hoſtilities, on condition that none are com- 
en 


« mitted by the oppoſite . You muſt alſo obtain 
e 


He BY ſome aſſurance on this head from them; and, if the 
oun- , Pattele pleaſes, let writings be mutually given on 


this ſubject: alſo, in this ſpace, no troops will 
“march acroſs the Jemna.” T 5 1 

© The Ranah ſaid, that he could not ſend the two 
other papers as required, leſt they might be intercepted 
on the road. Afterwards, on my appearing ſtill unſa - 
tified, he ſent me the copy of a letter which he wrote 
o Sindia, in conſequence of the above permiſſion ; 
the tranſlation of it is as follows: —*© Chimnajee for- 

' merly went from this, and will inform you of all 


om. the particulars of peace and friendſhip betwixt you | 
ac. BF and the Engliſh: in eighteen days peace will be | 
cient BF eſtabliſhed between you and the Engliſh, and if any | 

0 uſe B+ deviation ſhould take place in what has been ſettled, 


will join you. Dated Badoon Sood Khyaſs, Sum- 


ding g ber 1838.” This letter was written, he ſaid, to 
| the prevent the Marattas from breaking up the confe- 
theſe Wence. He maintained that he had executed no other 
ame : engagement whatever, and deſired that, if Sindia al- 


edged the contrary, he might be required to produce 
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Having obtained ſo little inſight into the real 

onduct of the Ranah through this channel, I reſolved 

o try what I could procure through the means of the 

aattas; and I was the more inclined to make an 
| enquiry 


enquiry of this kind, becauſe I muſt in the end decliit 
any interference in their diſputes: and, as this myf 
appear a conceſſion to them, I was deſirous that | 
| ſhould not be conſidered as the effect of a temporai 
licy, or of too eaſy a diſpoſition in us, but as th 
reſult of well- grounded ſuſpicions, or perhaps a clex 
detection of the perfidy of our late ally, Which 10 
longer made it neceſſary for us to aſſert his rights, 
« Accordingly, when I received Sindia's meſſage 
I replied, that the diſputes which were going on be. 
tween him and the Ranah could not have eſcaped ny 
ears; but that I had hitherto paid no attention ty 
them, and might never have appeared to know any 
thing of them, if he had not firſt broached the ſubjet, 
That, conſidering the Ranah as one who was con- 
nected in alliance with the Company, it might have 
been my duty to aſſert his rights, according to the 
treaty. of Colonel Muir, but that ſome ſuſpicions 


which were entertained of his faith had induced me Rana 
to remain ſilent; that ſuſpicions alone, however, coul, ne 
not be oppoſed to ſolemn treaties; and, as theſe ſuſ. whick 
picions were founded on tranſactions ſaid to have the at 
paſſed betwixt the Marattas previous to the treaty of 720 
Colonel Muir, they only could know with certainty the or 
how far they were juſt or not; and that I wiſhed there. tranſl: 
fore that they would ſhew me ſome authentic prooß WW "es | 
of the Ranah's treachery towards the Engliſh goverr- merly 
ment, before I returned any anſwer to Sindia's mes. Aane 
ſage. | 1 „ 
In the courſe of the two following days Bow Buckſey * 
informed me, by deſire of Sindia, that previous to our 5 2 
delivering over the Fort of Gualier, a treaty was it — 


agitation betwixt him and the Ranah, through tie 
means of Gungudir, but that the negociation was 2. 4“. 
terwards broken of.—T hat ſome months before the 
date of Colonel Muir's treaty, Chimnajie and Germaje 
were ſent to the Ranah, and a ſecond negociation took 
place. The Ranah drew out and ſent a form of an 
engagement, which he wiſhed to obtain for his owl 
ſatisfaction and ſecurity, and verbally promiſed, that i 
Sindia would return it to him executed, he would . 
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ln treſs the Engliſh detachment, by cutting off their ſup- 
mut plies of grain, and give them every moleſtation in his 
WY wer in their march back towards the Jumna. That 
in dindia accordingly ſent to the Ranah a paper under 
„ his ſeal and ſignature, in which the articles, as pro- 
1 *. poſed by the Ranah, were tranſcribed, and under 
ech of them ſhort- ſentences were written, either 
7 marking his approbation, or expreſling the alterations 
* or conditions which he thought neceſſary; and that 
* ſoon after the negociation took place with Colonel 
Muir. | | 
SY « It appeared from this repreſentation, that ao 
5500 agreement whatever had been executed by the Ranah ; 
Mfr and on my expreſſing my ſurprize at the ſeeming in- 
"Oe conſiſtency of this circumſtance, it was obſerved, that 
| the the articles of agreement were all in favour of the 
ions BY Ranah, and that Sindia being much ſuperior to the 
1 ne Ranah, and requiring nothing from him, did not think 
ul {Wit neceſſary to exact any writing—The only proof 
ful. vhich Bow Buckſey could bring me of the reality of 
have the agreement, were | 
"" iſt, A paper not ſigned or ſealed, but ſaid to be 
aunty the original JR of articles ſent by the Ranah: a 
ere. tranſlation of theſe articles, and the anſwers, accompa- 
"oof; nies this letter. It correſponds with the paper for- 


merly ſent by Colonel Muir in every thing, but the 
arrangement of the articles and anſwers; a difference 
which may be eaſily accounted for, from the croſs man- 
ner in which it was written. 0 „ 

« 2d. An original letter from the Ranah to Bow 
Buckſey, dated Cuttach Suddajeh, in which he com- 


| the plains of the Bow for entering the diſtrict of Cutch- 
g af. {M2gar, contrary to the agreement which had paſſed 
e the betwixt him and Sindia, through the mediation of 
najee Sewagee Ectul. | | 4 | 

oor WM © Theſe were all the written proofs that the Marattas 


of the agreement, which was executed only on one 


own nt, 
gat ide, could not admit of more; and that a conſiderable 
di. iffculty had ariſen in clearing up the matter by cir- 
cre eumſtantial evidence, as the negociation had been 
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could produce to me. They alledged, that the nature 
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managed by Sewajee Ectul, and the ſervants Chimnz. 
jee and Girmajee, who had ſince eſpouſed the Ranah' 
cauſe, and were on that account at ſome degree gf 
variance with Sindia. Though theſe proofs fall thor 
of what might have been expected, I have ſcarcely 3 
doubt in my own mind that a negociatian took place 
between the Ranah and the Marattas, previous to the 
_ treaty of Colonel Muir; and I even believe that he 
received a ſeparate agreement from Sindia, though it 
is plain that a counterpart was not executed by him. 
It ſeems probable that Sindia's diſtreſſes led him haſtih 
to grant this agreement; and that a proſpect opening 
ſoon after of a peace with the Colonel, he entered a 
haſtily into it, without concluding effectually his mes. 
ſures with the Ranah, ſatisfied perhaps with only that 
letter, which the Ranah himſelf acknowledges to have 
written to him, and which is quoted in the courle of 
this addreſs. | 
«© The Ranah has indirectly alledged, though [ 
know not with what ſincerity, that on my requilition 
he would deliver up the forts of Lukar, &c. and ſettle 
the revenues of Binde. If ſuch a requiſition were 
made, he might claim our interference in ſettling al 
his diſputes. If-the Ranah was ſincerely deſirous of 
fulfilling this part of the treaty, he is doubtleſs in- 
formed of the articles, and might do it of himſel, 
without any requiſition, but I believe he has made no 
ſuch propoſals to the Marattas; and though ſome of 
their pretenſions are ill-founded, yet, whilſt the Rana 
maintains poſſeſſion of the forts, they have a juſt right, 
according to the late treaty, to uſe hoſtile meaſures 
againſt him. The Ranah may deſerve to ſuffer for his 
conduct towards us, yet, in a political light, as hi 
territories form a ſtrong barrier to our own, it ſeems 


not our intereſt that he ſhould be entirely deſtroyed, 


but this is an event of which he appears to. have no 
apprehenſion ; except from the interference of the 
Engliſh, his territories may be over-run, and laid waſte 
by ſuperior numbers, but ſecure in his forts, he maj 
bid defiance to the whole force of the Marattas' em- 


pire for a period of years; and whenever neceſlity 
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coinpels them to withdraw their armies, he may eaſily 
recover all the open country. The Marattas them 


ſelves, though they affect a high language, and have 
even ſent for ſome battering cannon from the fort of 
Bellah, are, I believe, fully ſenſible of their inability 


to reduce the Ranah, or make a permanent conqueſt 


of any part of his territories. Both are apprehenſive 
of the interference of the Engliſh, and both gave out 
that they expected our aid. There is nothing ſo ar- 
duous which they think may not be atchieved by us; 
and it was recommended to Sindia, by ſome of his 
counſellors, to aſk our, aſſiſtance in the reduction of 
Gualier. But no propoſition of this kind has been as 
yet made to me. | 1 5 


* The anſwers which I have given are ſuch as 0 


us in a perfect ſtate of neutrality. To the Ranah I 
have declined interfering in his behalf, becauſe I have 
no authority from you ; and becauſe, from apparent 
circumſtances, his diſputes with the Marattas are 


grounded on agreements with them foreign to the 
treaty with Colonel Muir; and to Sindia I have de- 


dined giving any advice, becauſe, though he has af- 
forded grounds to ſuſpect that the Ranah has acted im- 
properly towards us, yet the proofs he has produced 


ae not ſuch as could juſtify me in taking a decided 


line, without the orders of my ſuperiors; and, in the 
mean time, I have declared to both, that I muit leave 
them to ſettle their diſputes betwixt themſelves. 

© The ſubſtantial part of theſe anſwers is framed ex- 


actly according to the letter of your orders; and the 


reaſons which I have aſſigned will, I hope, meet with 
your approbation—they are calculated both to impreſs 
the Ranah and Sindia with a juſt ſenſe of our public 
faith, ſince they evidently imply that uncertainty atone 
induces us to ſtand neuter; and that a more clear con- 
viction of the Ranah's fidelity or perfidy would have 
— us to take an active part either for or againſt 
„ Although war has actually commenced, yet the 
negociations betwixt Sindia and the Ranah are ſtill 
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going forward ; and it ſeems not improbable, chat! in 


a ſhort period the whole of their diſputes may be ac. 
commodated. 


| J am, &c. 
© Sindia' s camp, on the 4 41 
© banks of the Pur- (Signed) D. AnDpexson,” 
« buity, four cofs Es 
« from Niniar, 29 


oo January 1782," 


This letter was laid before the Board on the 18th 
of February 1782, and as we conſidered that the 
Ranah had forfeited all claim to our protection, the 
Board and myſelf for a long time thought it unne- 
ceſſary to give Mr. Anderſon any further inſtruction 
on the ſubje&t: And in the mean time the Marattas 
continued to purſue, with {low but gradual opera- 
tions, the war which they had commenced againſt 
the Ranah. I will here ſummarily repeat the reaſons 

which determined my conduct on this occaſion. ' 
The Ranah bad broken his treaty with us in al the 
following inſtances; 

He had not paid the ſubſiſtence of the troops ſent 
to his aſſiſtance, either regularly or nes ene a and 
in this had broken the 2d article of the treaty. 

He had not accounted for the Company's ſhare of 
the revenue of the Cutchwagar country, according to 
the 4th article of his treaty. 

He had not complied with the requiſition of the 

liſh Government for 10,000 horſe, and had thereby 
— the 5th article of this treaty. 

He had acted in a manner very incanſiſtent with 
his alljance with us, not only in not aſſiſting our 
troops in procuring, but even in uſing his endeavour 
to prevent their procuring, . lupplies af grain and 
proviſions. 

He had treacherouſly entered into an agreement 
with our enemies, which was in its nature haſtile to 
us, Who were at that time 1 ian t 

| Thek 
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Theſe reaſons were ſurely ſufficient to diveſt the 
Ranah from having any claim to be conſidered by the 
Engliſh as an ally whom they ought to protect. But 
there is another reaſon why the Ranah, even if he 
had not been guilty of all theſe infidelities, had no 
right to claim our ſupport in the war which broke out 
betwixt him and the Marattas; for the Honourable 
Houſe will obſerve, the principal cauſe of that war was, 
z diſpute relative to lands which the Ranah held in 
conſequence of his ſeparate agreement with. the Ma- 
rattas, and in contradiction to the treaty which Colonel 
Muir had ſettled with them on behalf of the Engliſh 
government ; wherein it was ſtipulated, that theſe 
lands ſhould be given up to them. Surely the Ranah 
could not expect us to ſupport him in keeping poſſeſ- 
fon of lands to which he poſſeſſed no right, except what 
was founded on an act of treachery towards ourſelves ; 
and ſurely we could not give him ſuch ſupport, with- 
out breaking our treaty with the Marattas, one of the 
articles of which was, that theſe lands ſhould be 
reſtored to them. EEE ES 
I entreat the forgiveneſs of the Houſe, for thus in- 
truding on their time ſo long a detail: the importance 
of the accuſation rendered it neceſſary, and I preſume 
that they will rather wonder at the patience with 
which I bore this long ſcene of perfidy and treachery, 
tending to fruſtrate all the ſchemes I had projected for 
the advancement of the ſafety, intereſt, and glory of 
the Britiſh nation for that quarter, than think me 
blameable in thus leaving our faithleſs ally to ſettle his 
own affairs with the Marattas. I have now only a few 
words more to offer on the ſubject of this Charge. 
Several animadverſions are paſſed in it, on the con- 
duct which I obſerved towards the Ranah, in the en- 
deavours which were afterwards uſed to mediate a peace 
betwixt him and Madajee Sindia. For an account of 
chis tranſaction, I beg leave to quote the words of the 
letter from the Governor General and Council to the 
Court of Directors, dated 20th October 1783. © In- 
dependent of -any view to the acquiſition of terri- 
f tory, Madajee Sindia has manifeſted great perſonal 
EY] EE oo EE |"r 
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« enmity againſt the Ranah of Gohud, A Vackeel 
“ from the Ranah arrived here in April laſt, with 
ce propoſals for the interpoſition and guarantee of this 
„ Government, to effect and ſecure a peace between 
bim and Sindia. Although the Ranah had forfeited 
« every claim to our ſupport and good-will by the 
“ treachery of his former conduct, yet on principles of 
* policy and humaniry we recommended it to Mr, 
« Anderſon to uſe his interpoſition if Sindia was 
e likely to be influenced by it, to grant him a peace, 
„% Mr. Anderſon however met with no ſucceſs in his 
tc attempts to urge ſuch a wiſn. Before the fall of 
e Gualior, and prior to that event, his brother writes, 
c that Sindia had declared his intention to proſecute 
% the war to the extermination of the Ranah, aſſign. 
ce ing as a reaſon, that he had broke his faith ſo often, 
c that he was not to be truſted, We thought this a 
« fit occaſion to, expreſs our interpoſition more di- 
5 rectly to Sindia, and therefore directed Mr. Ander- 
* ſon to apply to him in our name, requeſting that he 
ce would carry his reſentment no farther againſt the 
© Ranah, in which caſe we would become guarantee 
& for. the Ranah's faithful obſervance of any agree- 
6 ment, which might be concluded between them.“ 

In the form and manner in which this part of the 
Charge is drawn, it ſeems to be the endeavour of 
my acculer to impreſs the mind with an idea that no 
efforts were uſed by the Engliſh Government in fa- 
vour of the Ranah -until his affairs were deſperate, 
and until ſuch efforts, if they had proved ſucceſsſul, 
muſt have been of no avail, being deferred till after 
the reduction of Gualior: This I deny. The fit 
letter that was written to Mr. Anderſon to ſound the 
ſentiments of Sindia, and offer our mediation, was 
dated the 21ſt April 1783, and Gualior was not re 
duced till the 31ſt July 1783. Mr. Anderſon made 


an attempt to urge our wiſhes to Sindia very ſoon aftet' 


the receipt of our letter, but it met with no ſuccels, 
The attempt ſeemed to give Sindia a degree of jea- 


louſy which Mr. Anderſon. had been - cautioned to 
avoid; and the means which he uſed to remove it, 


when 
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when he found that there was no proſpect of our me- 
diation being accepted, was by affecting to treat the 
ſubject with an appearance of indifference. The 
Houſe will obſerve witch what ingenuity the ex- 
preſſions uſed by Mr. Anderſon on that occaſion are 
quoted as my ſentiments. They will alſo obſerve 
with what ingenuity, on another occaſion, the lan- 
guage uſed by Mr. Anderſon in combating an appli- 
cation of the Marattas for our aſſiſtance againſt the 
Ranah, is converted, in the Charge, into arguments 
for defending the Ranah againſt them. - 
From the time that Mr. Anderſon received the 
Board's order of the 21ſt of April 1783, I believe he 
watched every opportunity of offering our mediation - 
in favour of the Ranah; and afterwards when he re- 
ceived my inſtructions of the 24th September 1783, 
he held frequent conferences on the ſubject with Sin- 
dia's Miniſters, which, however, were attended with 
no effect. Bur as I truſt that I have proved that, after 
ſo many acts of treachery, and violations of faith, 
we were not bound in juſtice to ſupport or protect the 
Ranah, it would be a uſeleſs waſte of the time of 
this Honourable Houſe to enter more minutely into 
a diſcuſſion of the meaſures which were taken in his 
behalf, What could be done in the way of friendly 
mediation was done. We did not proceed any fur- 


ther. And I imagine it will be ſufficient ro recall 


to the recollection of the Houſe the ſtate to which the 
Company's affairs were reduced by the late war, to 
bew that it would not have been juſtifiable in the 
Engliſh Government, from mere motives of a limited 
policy, to have ventured the renewal of hoſtilities 
with the Marattas, for the ſake of protecting a man 
who, during his alliance with. the Company, had 
broken every article of his treaty, and ar laſt ſacrificed 
us and our intereſt to a treacherous alliance with our 
enemies. | 
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Anſwer to the Fifteenth Charge, 


Sb VE NURSE 


AM charged with having harraſſed and afflicted the 
| inhabitants of the provinces, by frequent changes 
in the ſyſtem of adminiſtration of the revenues, con- 
trary to my own declared opinion, that innovations 
were always attended with difficulty and inconveni- 
encies. | 

General principles in theory often require deviations 
in prattice: An alteration in the ſyſtem of managing 
the finances of a kingdom is no crime; property is not 
transferred by it. That changes have been made in 
Bengal, 1s admitted ; but that the natives have been 
harraſſed and afflicted by them, remains to be proved— 
I poſitively deny the aſſertion. Nw 

When I arrived in Bengal, the revenues were under 
the management of colleQors or ſuperviſors, who were 
ſubordinate to two councils, one at Moorſhedabed, and 
one at Patna; and theſe councils were under the ſupe- 
rior adminiſtration of Fort William. With the con- 
currence of my council, 1 appointed a Committee of 
Circuit to form the ſettlement of the revenues, conſiſt- 
ing of three members of the government, and myſelf. 
The propriety of the meaſure requires no proof. It 
was merely a temporary commiſſion, and a” in 
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; few months, when the object of it was accompliſhed. 
1 preſided at the Committee for a ſhort time only, and 
left it at Moorſhedabad. The collectors remained in 
their reſpeRive diſtricts, as before the inſtitution of this 
Committee, until November 1773, when they were re- 
called, and Provincial Councils eſtabliſned, profeſſed- 
, at the time of their inſtitution, as merely temporary, 
and as preparatory only to that ſyſtem which I adopted 
in 1781. This is proved by the Board's minute in 
November 1773. he oe . 
lam free to acknowledge, that after the eſtabliſn- 
ment of the Supreme Council, of which I had no idea 
in November 1773, I did deliver it as my opinion up- 


. on record, and in an addreſs to the Court of Directors, 
that the ſyſtem of the Provincial Councils was the beſt 
that could have been adopted. Is it to be imputed to 
me as a crime, that at a ſubſequent period, upon the 

the badtious diſputes that divided each council, and the 

ges declining ſtate of the revenues, I altered that opinion, 

on. nnd reverted to the ſyſtem, or nearly to the ſyſtem, I 

ons {recommended in %% . Fe 

TY I will not take up the time of this Honourable Houſe, 

by repeating my minutes recorded in the year 1775, on 

ons the ſubject of my Banyan's Farms, it is now become 
ing obſolete; I affirm that I had no intereſt whatever in 

* the tranſactions, and I really believe he loſt very con- 

in ſderably by his farms, which, in common with others, 

on Nvere let at too high a rent. : T4 1 

"i The fecond Charge is, for baving ſubſtituted my own 
inſtruments to be the Managers and Collectors of the 

ler Public Revenue; that in ſo doing I acted illegally, 


having no power to delegate the truſt and duty com- 
admitted to me and the council for ordering and manag- 
ing the revenues. 3 5 . 
Surely this is a mere abuſe of words, and a perver- 
oon of the meaning and intent of the act referred to. 
Every member of this Honourable Houſe knous the 


impracticability of ſuperintending the revenues of Ben- 

It gal without delegatory authority to inferior Agents for 
5 that purpoſe. Had not the Provincial Councils, who 

*. riſted long after the ſaid att, the power of making the 
mm” : —_ ſettle. 
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ſettlements and colleding the revenues? and did ng 
they order, manage, and govern, the revenues under 
them, by virtue of the power delegated to them? Wy 
not this kngwn to my accuſer himſelſ, and did he ever 
objet to it? 5 PER: 

he powers delegated to the Committee of Reveny 

were conſtantly greater than had ever before been eq. 
truſted to any ſubordinate department of the State, and 
they were neceſlary, becauſe their controul was more 
extenſive ; but let it be added, that 7 placed 
beyond temptation, by the liberality of the commiſſion 
allowed them; and reſtricted from improper pecuniary 
advantages, by an oath which each member was bound 
to take. And who has ventured, to accule them of au 
infringement of it? FRED ES 
Tbe members of the Committee were not my in- 
firuments ; their characters place them beyond the (ul. 
picion of an improper bias towards me, were it ſup. 
poſed poſhble for me to have been aRyated by an in. 
7 or an unworthy motive in forming the ſyſten 
of 198k. + -- | fl 

Mr. Anderſon, the. Preſident, and Mr. Shore, the 
aAing Preſident of the Committee in Mr. Anderſon's 
abſence, have received the moſt. flattering marks of the 
approbation of the Court of Dire&ars and the Board 
of Con;roul, I had no knawledge of either of thele 
Gentlemen, until their official merits recommended 
' them to my notice. Mr. Shore, of whoſe merits | 
cannot ſay too much, lived for years in habits of it 
macy and daily intercourſe with Mr. Francis, The 
- Other members, Mr. Charteris and Mr. Evelyn, were 
men of ability, and of irreprovable characters, hut bo- 
tally unconnetted with me. Hh ; 


The Committee were not empowered to aft inde- 


pendant of the Supreme Council. They trapſaftedihe 
current buſineſs without a reference, but extraordinaij 
matters they were obliged to report. Their proceed. 
ings were regularly laid before the council monthly; 1 
concealment was intended ar prattiſed. By fixing the 
ſtation of Committee of the Revenue to Calcutta in. 
mediately under the obſervation of the Board. ths 
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8 
Zemindars, Farmers, or their Deputies, who had buſi- 
neſs with the Committee in Calcutta, could make their 
references or eomplaints to any member of the Council. 
The inability of the Provincial Councils, from the 
decline of the revenues, was a fufficient reafon for a- 


the moſt mature deliberation, that the eſtabliſhment of 


nore 
iced the Committee of the Reverme was indiſpenſably 
ſion MY neceſſary. 555 La 
ia It is in proof before this Honourable Houſe, that the 
ung revenues have conſiderably increaſed under the manage- 
auy nent of the Committee of Revenue. The plan was 
formed in 1781. My conſtituents never did expreſs the 
/ in» {ſmalleſt diſapprobation of it, though in the following 
ſuf. two years many of my acts, unfortunately, drew from 
ſup. chem letters of diſapprobation ; and I have had the 
| in» happineſs of hearing, that before this Honourable Houſe 
ſtem {and the Houſe of Lords, the learned Counfel employ- 
d by my conftituents to defend their rights were in- 
the ſtructed to do juſtice to my zeal, effectually diſplayed 
ſon's Wn the improvemient of the revenues, when the exiſtence 
f the of the Britiſh Empire in India depended upon our re- 
oard {Wources in Bengal. „„ 4 
hele I refer this Honourable Houſe to authentic docu- 
ade nents upon their table, tranſmitted from Bengal ſince 
its ry reſignation of the ſervice; theſe will prove how' 
ini: Nonſiderably the revenues have increaſed ſince the in- 
The Nlitution of the Committee of the Revenue. 3 


2 


boliſhing them. The Supreme Council were not ade- 
quate to the detail of the revenues; and J affirm, after 
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hundred thouſand pounds, is now completely liquidatc 
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' Anſwer to the Sixtcenth Charge. 
MISDEMEANORS in OUDE 


SHALL make few obſervations upon this Charge, 
although it contains no leſs than ninety-five article 
This Honourable Houſe is already in poſſeſſion of vo 
lumes that have been written upon the ſubje of Oude; 
to thoſe I ſhall refer, not only for my complete juſti 
cation from every article of this Charge, but for more 
than my juſtification. I am confident that I ſhall u. 
ceive the approbation of this Honourable Houſe, and 
of my country, for my conduct towards the Nabod 
Vinaier, who has faithfully and honourably performe 
every 4 of our agreement. I have alrea 
had the honour to receive the approbation of the Coun 
of Directors, and the Board of Controul, for all nj 
proceedings in Oude.—The Company's debt, whid 
was once ſo conſiderable, and univerſally pronounctl 
irrecoverable, amounting, when I left Calcutta in Fe 
bruary, 1784, to proceed to Lucknow, to above tweli 


The country, which was in a ſtate of univerſal col 
| fuſion and diſtreſs, now wears the face of plenty al 
happineſs.— It is incumbent upon me, however, 

prove to this Honourable Houſe, that I was not it 

author of thoſe meaſures, which I am as free as a 
man to — did bring great diſtreſs upon the dow 
; x as din 


| : X © 
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nions of the Nabob Vizier; and it is further incum- 


unity of applying an effectual remedy to thoſe evils. 
The treaty which I concluded with the late Vizier 


Sujah ul Dowlah in September, 1773, did not contain 


a fingle article which encroached upon his rights as a 
Sovereign and independent Prince, nor was the ſmall- 
eſt attempt made by me tq deviate from the terms of 
that treaty. The Reſident, Mr. Middleton, whom I 


Council, never interfered in the management of his 
dominions; he was merely the channel of political 


remonſtrances which I ever inſtrutted him to make to 
his Excellency, were thoſe which I have read to this 
Honourable Houſe upon the ſubject of his treatment 
of the wife and children of Haftez Rhamet and his 
Rohilla priſoners. Sujah ul Dowlah dicd in February, 


authority in the goyernment of Bengal ;—but my opi- 
nion is upon record, that the treaty which I had con- 
cluded in 1773 with Sujah ul Dowlah, ought to have 
continued in pu with his ſon and ſucceſſor, the pre- 
ſent Vizier: The majority, General Clavering, Colo- 
nel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, were of a different 


longer binding upon us, and they framed a new one, 
the merit of which, as they informed the Court of Di- 
rettors, with great truth, was ſolely and exclufively 


and Ghazipore were transferred to the Eaſt-India Com- 


raiſed from two lacks and ten, to two lacks and fixty 
thouſand rupees a month. The Court of DireQors 


with Sujah ul Dowlah in 1773, ought to have remained 
in force on his ſon's ſucceſſion ; but they warmly ap- 
proved of the conduct of the majority, in procuring 
ſuch advantageous ſti 


uniformly aſſerted, that theſe conceſſions would be a 
| ſource 


bent upon me to prove, that I took the earlieſt oppor- 


appointed to his Court, with the permiſſion of my | 


communication from me to the Vizier; andthe ſtrongeſt 


1775, when I had not the ſmalleſt degree of power or 


opinion; — they determined that the treaty was no 


their own. By this treaty the ſovereignty of Benares 


pany, and the ſubſidy for the pay of our brigade was 


were of opinion, with me, that the treaty concluded 


ulations for the Company, in the 
treaty concluded with the preſent Nabob Vizier. 1 


8 TT Www 3 
ſource of infinite diſtreſs to the Nabob, and that they 
were obtained by a breach of faith. I beg leave 0 
uote the following paſfage from the gth Report of the 
Yarer Committee of this Honourable Houfe : « 1; iz 
* however to be obferved, that the Governor Genera] 
in his remarks upon theſe beneficial reprefentations 
cc Senf in his prophetic apprehenſions, that the con- 
& ditions of the treaty could never be falfilled, neither 
& did he think it honourable to have forced from the 
« Nabob conceffions ihconfiſtent with their former 
& treaties, to which the neceſſity of his fituation alone 
* compelled him, however unwilling, to ſubmit.” 
be country of Oude was, I believe, upon the death 
of Sujah ul Dowlah, in a flouriſhing condition as to 
culture, commerce, and population—The ſame ob- 
ſervation would apply to his newly-acquired dominions 
in Rohil Cund, the Donab, Corah, Curah, and Alla. 
| habad. His troops, at the time of his deceaſe, were in 
zeneral twelve months in. arrears, and a conſiderable 
balance was due to the Eaſt- India Company. The 
treaſures of which Sujah al Dowlah died poſſeſſed, and 
which, in the opinion of Colonel Monſon and Mr. 
Francis, ought to have been applied to the diſcharge 
of the debts of the ſtate, were in poſſeſſion of the Bhow 
Begum, the widow of Sujah ul Dowlah.— The young 
Nabob was ſurrounded with difficulties; the troops 
tautinous for want of pay ; his relations, and the Mi- 
niſters of his father, diſſaffected to him—his life was re- 
tedly attempted ; more than once it was preſerved 
by his own reſolution and preſence of mind, and the 
country kept in ſubjeftion by the preſence of a Britiſh 
army.—The treaty was concluded by Mr. Briſtow in 
May, 1775, Without difficulty. —The alternative was 
this, that we ſhould abandon his country and his con- 
cerns together, unleſs he came immediately into our 
terms. The diſtreſſes of the Nabob continued, and 
the country declined in culture, population, and com- 
merce, from the period of our avowed interference in 
his adminiſtration. * 


In 
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lo the month of December, 177 5, the Nabob ap» 
pied to us, through Mr. Briſtow, to afliſt him with a 
number of Britiſh officers to command his troops — his 
requeſt was complied with, and this brought additional 
diſtreſs upon his affairs: many of the corps thus eom- 
manded ſeized and confined their officers; and many 
months elapſed before order and tranquillity were in 
any degree reſtored, by the diſmiſſion of large bodies 
of troops, whole mutinous behaviour repeatedly en- 
dangered the life of their Sovereign. Murteza Cawn, 
the Nabob's Miniſter, was murdered by Cojee Buſſaun, 
an eunuch, and one of Sujah Dowlah's beſt and mo 
favoured officers. This eunuch was himſelſ eut ta 
pieces, in attempting to force through the guards which 
ſurrounded the Nabob's perſon, with a determination 
to aſſaſſinate his Sovereign with his own hand. — Mr. 
Briſtow 's correſpondence with the Supreme Council, 
in the years 1778 and 1776, will ſufficiently ſhew the 
confuſed: and diſordered ſtate of the province of Oude 
during thoſe periods, and the diſtreſſes to which the 
Nabob Vizier himſelf was perſonally ſubjeQ ; but I 
repeat, that I am not reſponlible in the ſlighteſt degree 
for the eſtabliſhment of that ſyſtem. which cauſed thoſe 
diſſreſſes; I diſapproved it; I foretold the conſequences. 
of it. Colonel Monſon died on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, 1776: from that period only am I accountable 
for any act of the government of Bengal, under the 
adminiſtration eſtabliſhed by the regulating att of 1773. 

Mr. Briſtow was 46 #7 Ye and Mr. Middleton ſuc- 
ceeded him as Reſident in Oude, early in the year 1777. 
A very heavy debt was then due from his Excellency. 
to the Company ; for its liquidation, for the pay of the 
regular brigade ſtationed at Futtyghur, of the Nabob's 
troops commanded by Britiſh officers, and of therva- 
nous eſtabliſhments which had been formed in Oude, 
tuncaws, or aſſignments, were granted upon ſeveral - 
ditrifts in the Vizier's dominjons. My firſt meaſure 
relative to Qude was, to. propoſe that the traops of the 
Nabob Vizier, which were commanded by Britiſh offi- 


gers, ſhould be put upon a fimilar eſtabliſhment with _ 


Qur on troops, or that they ſhould be withdrawn alto- 
Vu „„ gether. 


wer. This was no encroachment upon the rights of 
che Nabob. The appointment of Britiſh - officers to 
command bis troops was a moſt pernicious meaſure 10 
our ſervice in general. The advantages were avowedly 
greatly ſuperior to any that were enjoyed by officer, - 
of the fame ranks in the Company's ſervice, and of 
courſe ſuch an eftabliſhment created very great diſguſt 
amongſt thoſe officers who ſerved in our own army. 
The Nabob confented to a reduftion of this eſtabliſh. 
ment, and the temporary brigade, as it was called, was 
formed upon the ſame plan with our army, the regi. 
ments to take their tour of duty in our own provinces, 
and to be relieved equally with all the-regiments in our 
ſervice. The cavalry were to be upon the ſame foot. 
ing. The Nabob applied to me, and deſired my con. 1779 

ſent to the formation of a corps to be commanded by Mine 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, for the ſervice of the col- the N. 
lections; and another by Major Oſborne, for the de. aiſtreſ 
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fence of his frontiers, which had hitherto been in a ſlate that th 
of actual revolt. In recommending ſome of theſe eſta- this H. 
bliſhments, and conſenting to others, I encroached up- Meur fit 


on no rights which the late majority had left to the Na. Whut no! 


bob; but I affirm, that theſe eſtabliſhments appeared pany ; 
neceſſary to his Excellency, and I exerted no improper lf his c 
inſluence in order to perſuade him to adopt them. empire 
They were formed the latter end of the year 1777, and Nious a 


carried into effect early in the year 1778. 

In the month of May 1778 it was deemed neceſſary 
to form a detachment for the aſſiſtance and ſupport of 
the Company's intereſts on the welt of India, and in the 
month of July 1778 we received the firſt intelligence 
of the war with France. Accounts had much earlier 
been received by me, from the moſt reſpectable autho- 
rity, of the deſigns formed by the French againſt our 
poſleſſions in India. In the following year, 1779, ve 
received very heavy complaints from the Nabob Vizier 
of the ruinous ſtate of his country, and of the diſtreb 
which the eſtabliſhment of Britiſh troops in Oude had 
brought upon him. I am convinced that theſe repre- 
ſentat ions were founded in truth; but was it in my 
power io afford him effeQual relief at that time ? was! 
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of oo ſuſpend the Company's claims for the arrear due 
to from him? or could the Company, then engaged in a 
to war with France and the Marattas, agree at a moment's 
ly notice to diſband nine regiments of diſciplined ſepoys, 
ers and three regiments of cavalry ; or could the Compa- 
of Wl ny's finances have borne the burthen of this eſtabliſh-, 
uſt ment? or had the Nabob Vizier at that preciſe moment 
y. W:oy force of his own to repel an invaſion of the Ma- 
(h- WM ratas, if they had entered his country? The Nabob 
vas WM lated, in his letter to me, that the fame evils which he 
gi. WM then experienced he had ſtruggled with for three years 


paſt ; that is, from the firſt adoption of a ſyſtem in which 
had no concern. In conſequence of my repreſenta- 
tions to the Nabob, he granted aſſignments for the year 
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on. W779, in the ſame manner as he had done each year | 
by ince the death of the late Vizier. In the year 1780, | 
ol- the Nabob Vizier again repreſented to the Council the. 
de- digreſſed ſtate of his country, and urged his requeſt | 


that the temporary brigade might be recalled, - I deſire 
this Honourable Houſe to reflect for one moment upon 


up- our fituation at that period. The Nabob was made, 
Na. but not by me, in a great degree the vaſſal of the Com- 
red {pany ; his on army was not adequate to the defence 
per of his dominions without our aſſiſtance; and the Britiſh: 
m. empire in India, in the year 1780, was in ſo preca- 
and {ious a ſtate, that I ſhould have been a traitor to my 


ountry if J had conſented to the diſbanding of any 
art of the troops neceſſary to our mutual intereſts; for 
he Nabob Vizier was embarked in a common cauſe 
th us. $44 V | | e 
In the following year, 1781, I met the Nabob Vizier 
t Chunar. His debt to the company was at that tune. 
ery conſiderable, and 1 was tully convinced of his, 
nability to liquidate the arrears due, and to diſcharge 
he current demands upon him.—l agreed, therefore, 
0 recall the temporary Brigade altogether, and to 
eve him with no other Britith troops in his domi- 
uons, except the regular brigade ſtationed at Cawn- 


re- N Pore, a regiment of Sepoys at Lucknow, and ſuch other 
my orps as he himſelf ſhould expreſsly require from us. 
q) 


| delire to remark to 97 Honourable Houle, that 
EE .. 


t * 1 


at the period this agreement was concluded, every y. 
prehenſion of an invaſion of Oude by the Marattas va 
at an end. We had obtained many ſignal advantage; 
in the war with that ſlate, and 1 did not entertain : 
doubt of the concluſion of the ſeparate treaty with Ma. 
dajee Scindia, which was ſigned a few days after my 
agreement with the Vizier. When I refuſed, on the 
th December, 1779, to withdraw thefe troops from 
the Nabob's dominions, our fituation was entirely gif. 
ferent; and I am morally certain, that the Commander 
in Chief would moft ftrenuouſly have oppoſed ſuch 1 
Propoſition, fince it was his object to ſecure, by every 
mieans in his power, the Province of Oude againſt an 
 Arrack;, and to act offenſively from that quarter, as the 
means of bringing about a peace with the Maratras. 
I never departed, I confidently affirm, in the light. 
eſt inſtance from the letter or the ſpirit of the treaty 
which I concluded with the Nabob at Chunar. 
The cavalry, the temporary brigade, and Colone 
Hannay's troops, were recalled. I never propoſed 
their re-eſtabliſhmenr, nor would I have agreed to ſuch 
a meaſure, but at the Nabob's earneſt requeſt. Mr, 
Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, in December, 178r, made 
ſtrong repreſentations to me of the diſordered ſtate 
the Nabob's government, from its participation in the 
conſequences of the Benares inſurrection, and the vie- 
lent oppoſition ſupported by the influence and reſources 
of the Begums. In conſequence of their repreſents 
tion I propoſed that a detachment of four regiments, 
with a ſvitable train of artillery, under the command 
of Sir John Cumming, ſhould be ſtationed at Lucknon, 
during the unſettled ſtate of the government, but upon 
repreſentation from the reſident, that ſuch a meaſure 
would not meet the Nabob's concurrence, who was ent. 
tled to demand ſuccour, upon an emergency, from ther6 
gular brigade at Cawnpore, I countermanded the match 
of this detachment; and I deny that I ever entertainedat 
idea of ſending a ſingle Sepoy into the Nabob's dom: 
nions without his conſent. My accuſer very ſtrange 
confounds my orders for the march of adetachmentd 
the 24th December, 1781, which never 1 + 
2 . | ' Nabo f 
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Nabob's dominions, with a refolution of Government 
taken in the latter end of the year 1782, in conſequence 
of a requeſt from the Nabob himſelf, tranſmitted to us 
through Mr. Briſtow, that we would ſtation a detach- 
ment of five regiments of Sepoys at Futtyghur; and 
we did fo. This is the detachment at preſent ſtationed 
there, whoſe ſervices I thought the Nabob did not 
want; and this Honourable Houſe is in poſſeſſion of 
the orders of the Court of Directors which confirm 
every part of my agreement with his Excellency, I 
therefore again moſt ſolemnly affirm, I have neyer devj- 
ated in the ſmalleſt degree from my engagements with 
his Excellency. I appeal to all his letters, and to the 
ſentiments of every man now in England, who has ferv- 
2 Oude, to juſtify me againſt fo unmerited a ca- 
oy as this Ching would fix upon me. > 55 
"Fr am accuſed of cauſing the treaſury accounts of 
Calcutta to be ſcrutinized, in order to diſcover one 
demand of £260,000, and a ſecond of {140,000, by 
which the Nabob and his miniſter were ſo terrified and 
confounded, that the former deſired the Refident might 
at once take his country, lince juſtice- was out of * 
queſtion. 
How ſhall I reply to Fry a Charge, preſerving at 
the ſame time the reſpect which is due to this Honour- 
able Houſe ? If, upon adjuſting the annual accounts 
in Calcutta, our Accountant- General- diſcovered a ba- 
lance of £400,000 in favour of the Company—was i it 
not my duty to ſtate the claim? Ihe juſtice of it the 
Nabob did not diſpute: he allowed the claim, but 
ſtated one which he had againſt the Company ; this. 
the Reſident could not allow without authority, and 
upon this demur, his Excellency made uſe of the lan- 
guage quoted by my accuſer as a Charge againſt me, 
Let me here repeat, that theſe claims, and all others, are 
fully liquidated, and that.in the month of September 
aſt, the Nabob did not owe the Company alhilling, 

I neither meant to add to the confuſion, perplexity, 
or diſtreſs of the Nabob, by ſending my Secretary 
Major Palmer to his Excellency : the deputation has 
been attended wich the moſt fortunate conſequences 
To both 
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both to the Nabob, and the Eaſt-India Company, x 
appeal to my inſtructions to Major Palmer to juſtify 
me againſt the inſinuations contained in this part of 
the Charge. It was my duty to relieve the diſtreſſe 
of the Company by every poſſible means, and we were 
ſtruggling for our exiſtence in India, in the month of 
July 1782, when I deputed Major Palmer to Lucknoy, 
Was it criminal in me then, to deſire the Nabob would 
pay ten lacks of rupees, which he had intended 2s x 
reſent to myſelf, to the Company, to whoſe uſe [ 
ſhould faithfully have applied it, as I did the former 
ſum, had I received it? and was it criminal in me to 
deſire Major Palmer to raiſe, if poſſible, the ſum of 
50 or 60 lacks of rupees, for the relief of our exhauſted 
treaſury, upon a loan for which Company's bonds were 
to be given? Theſe are Charges I did not expect, and 
was il] prepared to reply to. Fae 
I poſitively deny, that I inſtructed Major Palmer to 
inſiſt upon a ſingle point contrary to the Nabob's in- 
clination. It is extremely difficult for me to anſwer 
2 Charge of this kind, except by a moſt ſolemn denial 
of the truth of it. I never expreſſed a wiſh to fix : 
ſingle regiment in Oude beyond the regular brigade 
and the Reſident's guard at Lucknow, nor had the 
Nabob a Sepoy in Oude in the year 1782, beyond the 
number preſcribed by treaty, but either three or four 
regiments from the regular brigade were at that time 
detached in different parts of his dominions. This 
was not conformable to the ſpirit of the treaty, and it 
was in oppoſition to an opinion I had always profeſſed 
and acted up to, that our force, to be reſpectable, ought 
not to be frittered away in detachments, or in danger 
of being deſtroyed in detail. The brigade was ſtationed 
for the defence of the Nabob's frontiers, and his Ex- 
cellency himſelf propoſed that a ſeparate eſtabliſhment, 
conſiſting of four regiments of our troops, under cer- 
tain preſcribed regulations, ſhould be kept up for the 
' ſervice of the collections. This propoſal was ſubmitted 
to me for approval in the month of March 1782, and 
thus the conſideration of it became an article in Major 
Palmer's inſtructions two months after. If the reg- 
Bod 8 2 1 „ men 


from office, that a woman was murdered in the city of 
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ments were to be eſtabliſhed, it was my duty to ſecure 
funds for the payment of them; but it was entirely 
optional in the Nabob to fix, or to reject the eſtabliſh» 
ment altogether;—and he did reject it. _ 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay* 


s corps was eſtabliſhed 
with the Nabob's conſent, and even at his own expreſs 
defire, for the defence of Gerruckpore and Baratchz 
the moſt diſaffected and diſorderly diſtricts in the Na- 
bob's dominions. Until the period of Colonel Han- 
nay's appointment the revenues of theſe diſtricts were 
nearly expended in the maintenance of the troops which 
defended them; and it has been proved that much 
larger remittances were made from thoſe diſtricts to 
the Nabob's treaſury, while Colonel Hannay com- 
manded in Gerruckpore, than at any other period be- 
fore his appointment, or ſince his removal. 
The ſtate of the adminiſtration of juſtice in Oude 
was ſo very defective in 1782 (though preciſely the | 
fame as it had been ſince our firſt connection with that _= 
country) that I urgently preſſed the Nabob to eſtabliſh 
Dewanny courts upon a ſimilar plan with our own 
courts in Bengal; but, anxious as 1 was upon this 
point, I never preſumed to declare the Company the 
ſovereigns of Oude, which I muſt have done, had 1 
impoſed thoſe regulations, which I conceived to be 
neceſſary, againſt the conſent of the Nabob; and it 
was a point of great delicacy to be eſtabliſhed gradu- 
ally, even with the Nabob's full conſent. The ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice is undoubtedly the foundation 
and eſſence of government, and the ſecurity of the 
reyenue; but, to have taken it into my own hands, 
would, in fact, have been to declare myſelf the ſove- 
reign of Oude. My accuſer may, with equal pro- 
priety, charge me with a high crime and miſdemeanor, 
for not preventing the commiſſion of murder or rob- 
bery in England at the preſent moment, as he has done, 
for my inability to put a ſtop to ſimilar enormities in 
Oude in the year 178 3. Admitting the fact to be true, 
as ſtated in a letter from Mr. Briſtow of the 29th of 
January 1784, written and diſpatched after his removal | 
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Lucknow, the aunt of Nabob Behadre, one of the 
Nabob's brothers; - how am reſponſible for this atro. 
cious act? I do not know that I ever faw or heard of 
che Nabob Behadre. He has been deſcribed to me 
ſince I read this Charge, by many gentlemen who knen 
him, as a depraved, profligate, and abandoned charac. 
ter, perpetually involved in quarrels, and his life 
hourly in danger from his on irregularities : a man 
hardly recognized as a relation by the late Sujah u 
Dowlah, the preſent Nabob, or by any of his famiy, 
But were he of a different character, am I accountable 
for the attempt which a ruffian made upon his life, or 
ſor the death of his aunt? The circumſtance of this 
tranſaction I am to this day totally unacquainred with, 
In the length of time that I paſſed at Lucknow, and in 
daily converlation with the Nabob, his minifters, and 
others, I muſt have heard of it, had it been true—] 
never did. hes | | 
With reſpect to the relations of the Nabob, I do 
aſſure this Honourable Houſe, that I was in habits of 
continual intercourſe with them ; that they expreſſed 
their ſincere ſatisfaction at the meaſures which I adopt. 
ed; and the moſt powerful amongſt the Nabob's fa. 
mily, his uncle, Salar Jung, and the Begums, declared 
upon all occaſions, while I reſided at Lucknow, and 
ſince my departure from it, their moſt complete ſatis: 
faction and approbation of all my proceedings. 
I TI am accuſed of inconſiſtency in my conduct toward 
Almas Ally Cawn; a very few words will exculpate 
me from this Charge. In the year 1782, Almas Ally 
Cawn was repreſented to me, as in a ſtate of actual te. 
bellion: I believed the repreſentation, and I inſtructed 
Mr. Briſtow, if it were true, and his crimes proved, i 
urge the Nabob to puniſh him with death; but even 
here, I-ſaid, that whatever engagements had been made 
with him, muſt, however exceptionable, be faithfully 
obſerved. Subſequent information induced me t0 
believe that I was miſtaken; and as an incontrover- 
tible proof of it, Almas Ally Cawn, upon the faith of 
my aſſurances, in the month of February 1784, came 
to Lucknow unattended, where he reſided as a privat 
2 | | | mal, 
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man; while I remained in India. By my ſolicitations, 
ve advanced the ſom of 50,0001. to the Nabob, which 
was employed for the Company's ſervice, and by this 
ſtance afforded to his ſovereign and the Eaſt India 
Company, he refuted the Charges of perfidy and diſ- 
lovalty, which had often been too ſucceſsfully urged 
Agiinſt hin; but I declare at the fame time, that I 
mought Almas Ally Cawn's power was too confider- 
able, and contrary to good policy; yet as it had been 
given to him by the Nabob, I found it impoſſible to 
change the ſyſtem, and therefore adviſed its continu- 
ance, Let the confidence which Almas Ally Cawn 
placed in me, by coming unattended to Lucknow upon 
the faith of a letter from myſelf only, be à proof, as 
it ought ro be, that my character does nor deſerve thaſe 
inſinuations which have been thrown out againſt it, 

In feveral articles of this Charge, it is inſinvated that 
| provided for my creatures and dependants, by af- 
ſuming the management of the Nabob's revenue; no 
proof has been brought of the aſſertion, and I affirm ic 
to be wholly groundleſs: What deſcription of gen- 
tlemen have I employed, or patronized in India, who 
deſerve to be mentioned in ſuch opprobrious terms? 
Thoſe who compoſed my family were men of ability 
and integrity, men diſtinguiſhed in the civil and mili- 
tary branches of the Company's ſervice : Major Pal- 
mer, my ſecretary, has been nearly twenty years in 
the army; Major Davy, whom I alſo employed as my 
Perſian” tranſlator, enjoyed the ſame office under Sir 
Robert Barker. Pheſe gentlemen were of my own 
nomination, and they ferved the Company faithfully 
ahd ſucceſsfully on various occaſions. Mr. Womb- 
well was expreſsly appointed by the Court of Directors 
to an office of great emolument in Oude; and the re- 
verſion of this office was on the iſt March 1783, be- 
ſtowed by the ſame authority upon Mr. John Taylor, 
the nephew of a gentleman then Chairman of the Court 
of Directors, and a Member of this honourable Houſe, 

Sir Henry Fletcher. But what relations, or what in- 
timate connections of my own, have I provided for, 
either from the revenues of Oude, or by beſtowing 
RN offices 


ts 
affices.upot 


two relations in Bengal; one of them was killed at the 


ſtorm of the fortreſs of Lahore, and at the time of his 


death was many thouſand rupees in debt. The other 
is at this moment a Lieutenant in Bengal, totally un- 


provided for; and the only requeſt which I ever made 


in his favour (though an ineffectual one) was that the 


Court of Directors would wy pleaſed to appoint him 


a writer in the ſervice. . 
My accuſer aſſerts, that I eisen large allow. 


ances to be received from the Nabob Vizier, and there. 


dy violated my own ſolemn agreement with him,—] 
do deny that I authorized Major Palmer to draw any 
falary or allowance whatſoever ; but I ſuppoſe that his 
expences, while he remained at Lucknow by the ex- 
preſs and urgent requeſt of the Nabob Vizier, would 
be defrayed by his Excellency.— My reſolution was 


taken to return to England. — The other allowances 


were merely temporary, not fixed by me, but by the 


Nabob Vizier himſelf, and to be totally reduced at 


any time, either by himſelf or by an order of the Board; 


or to be mollified and ſettled in the manner which they 


have been ſince my reſignation of the ſervice; 
Having affirmed chat 1 provided for no creatures or 
dependents from the revenues of Oude, I can with 
equal truth declare, which I now do moſt ſolemnly to 
this honourable Houſe, that J did not add to my own 


fortune by my journey to Lucknow, or by my connec- 


tion with the Nabob.— On this ſubje&t, however, | 
forbear to enlarge.— I claim no merit with this ho- 
nourable Houſe for having merely done my duty. 


It is alſo a Charge againſt me, that I neglected an | 


application from a brother of the Nabob Mirza Jung- 
ly, who wiſhed to fix himſelf in our provinces—l diſ- 
couraged his deſign, and with reaſon. The Nabob 


Saadut Ally has reſided under our protection ſince the 


year 1777, and though his reſidence with us is oſten- 


ſibly ſanctioned by the Nabob, it has ever been a ſource 


of jealouſy and uneaſineſs to him, and it has afforded 
an opportunity to diſaffected and inſidious men, to im- 


preſs his mind with falſe notions of his brother” - de- 
ſigns. 


withetr-th Bäng rl ius hall Anne thay 


RT. 
ſigns.—If I had afforded an aſylum for Mirza Jungly 
in our on provinces, with a ſuitable proviſion for his 
ſupport, or an acquieſcence in his return on his own 
terms to Lucknow, there were at leaſt a dozen. other 
brothers who would have followed his example, and 
would of courſe have expected our mediation in their 
behalf; and on what obligation ſhould I have done 
it? or on what principle could I have been juſtified in 
theſe petty interferences in the competition of -indivi- 
duals of the Nabob's family ? . 5 * 
The remainder of this Charge is more a defence of 
Mr. Briſtow than an attack upon me.—lI ſhall not 
trouble this Honourable Houſe with a detail 

upon this ſubject.— For the preſent, I ſhall merely 
obſerve, that in the month of September 1782, Mr. 
Briſtow was appointed reſident at Oude—That a very 
few months after his appointment, very great heats 
and animoſities broke out between Mr. Briſtow on the 
one part, and the Nabob and his miniſter on the other 
—] had no enmity to Mr. Briſtow, nor had I any per- 
fonal motives to gratify by his removal.—Theſe diſ- 
putes were referred to the Council in Calcutta—I took 
the part of the Nabob and his miniſter ; my Council 
juſtified Mr. Briſtow—Bur a government ſo diſorder- 
ed could not poſſibly exiſt It became neceſſary, in 
the month of December 1783, either to remove Mr. 
Briſtow, or to authorize him to aſſume an abſolute au- 
thority in Oude; and this I ſtated to the Council, who 
were alarmed at the proſpect before them; and though 
they were all the ſtrenuous defenders of Mr. Briſtow, 
agreed to his removal, and to delegate to me the 
power of ſettling every diſputed point with the Vizier, 
provided I would be reſponſible for his payment of 
the balance due to the Company, not with my fortune, 
as my accuſer truly ſays, but wich my character, which 
I prize infinitely higher. I accepted the truſt, and it 
detained me one entire ſeaſon in India. I proceeded 
to Lucknow; I met the Nabob upon the moſt friendly 
terms; I declare to this honourable Houſe, that I 
treated him with the reſpe& and the attention which 
G g e was 
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(ws ) 


was doe, t his high rank that I never preſumed o 


ſpeak to him in an authoritative tone: and that, by 
argument and perſuaſion, I carried all my points both 
with the Nabob and his miniſter—I never interchang. 


which, I remained. at his court, and near ſour of tha 
period lived, with thirty Engliſh gentlemen, and ny. 

2erous guards and domeſtics, within the ſame enclo. 
fare ; nor in that period did the ſlighteſt diſpute ever 
ariſe between his people and mine. 


od an unpleaſant word with him, during the five month, | 


et 
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Libel on the Court of Directors Mogul 
delivered up to the Marattag—and 
Mahomed Reza Ca wn. 2 


F the three Charges which were delivered to me on 
Friday, and I believe to the Members of this Ho- 


nourable Houſe on the ſame day, contained much im- 


peachable matter, I ſhould requeſt a delay of a few 
days to prepare my reply to them; but I have no ob- 
jection to leave them, accompanied by a very ſhort 


explanation, to make their own impreſfion upon this 


Honourable Houſe. In truth, I have read them over 
myſelf very curſorily. pd 

In 19th c_ I am accuſed of publiſhing © a 
* libel on the 
to ſuch a charge? The Court of Directors have com- 
menced no proſecution againſt me for a libhel; on the 


contrary, two years after the publication of my letter, 
which now for the firſt time is called a libel, I have | 


had-the honour and happineſs to receive their una- 
nimous thanks for my long, faithful, and able ſervices, 
The Court of Directors cenfured me for addreſſing 
them with ſuch unguarded warmth, in their letter of 


the 28th January, 1784; but I had the pleaſure to 
5 = * find 


ourt of Directors.“ How can 1 reply - 
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find that cenſure accompanied by the followin 
* After the r the Rajah bare 
e no countenance could be — — ſnewn him, 
© However, we turn aſide from this diſagreeable ſub- 
* ject, to expreſs great approbation at tſie extraordi. 
10 nary exertions of our Governor General and Council, 
* to counteract the deſigns of our numerous enemies,” 
And with this quotation I ſhall cloſe my TO 


on the 19th Charge. 


I know not, I proteſt, whit r my accuſer means by 
the Charge which he tyles « The Mogul Fa 
tc up to the Marattas.” I muſt decline any anſwer to 
this Charge, until I receive ſome further lights upon 
the ſubject. I avow, that I would have afforded ff 
effectual aſſiſtance to the Mogul, that is to the King 2 
Shah Allum, if powers had been granted to me; but ff the r 
my Council differed in opinion with me, and nothing Ml niſtr: 
was done. Major Browne's letter to the Court of Ml the e 

Directors, on the 6th of October, 1785, fully proves ¶ influi 
that no engagements of any kind were concluded. 1 ¶ thou 
declare, that I entered into no. negociations with Wl to ou 
Madajce Scindia for delivering the Mogul into the if be ta 
hands of the Marattas; but I muſt have been a mad. the N 
man indeed, if 1 had involved the Company in a wa JW ineffe 
with the Marattas, becauſe the Mogul, as his laſt re- ¶ of ou 
ſource, had thrown himſelf under the protection of Ml moſt 
Madajee Scindia. I do aſſure this Honourable Houſe, WW and 
that = the Council agreed to inveſt me with full ¶ your 

wers, to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in reſtoring order Ml whict 
and tranquillity throughout his dominions, I drew up Ml ject t 
my own inſtructions, which, on their approval, be- **trib 
came an act of government. I mention - circum- Ml fraud 
ſtance, as a full refutation of my accuſer's remark, MW publi 
that the Council, being well aware of his (the ſaid 
« Haftings's) diſpoſition to engage in unwarrantable WW due c 
« deſigns.againft the neighbouring e did expeſsly quenc 
« confine his Powers, Ce”: venge 


The only remaining Charge which has been delivered ately 


to me, reſpects my treatment of Mahomed Reza wy orders 
an 


| 8 [ 231 ] | „ | 
d be Nabob of Bengal, To tis ſhall-reply ſome- 


de, what more at length, preſſed as I am in point of time. 
im, It was my lot to, be. entruſted by the Secret Com- 
ub. mittee of the Court of Directors with the execution of 
di. orders, which were to be returned to them unſeen, in 


the event of my death. Theſe orders I received the 
day after my acceſſion to the government of Bengal. 
1 ſhall inſert a copy of them, and the ſubſequent let- 
ters which paſſed between me and the Court of Di- 
rectors on the ſubje of them. _ 


by 
red . 1 h | . 
- to From the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors 
onto Mr. Haſtings, dated the 28th Auguſt, 1771. 
ded off N | lth 
ng « By our General Addreſs you will be informed of 
but che reaſons we have to be diſſatisfied with the admi- 
ing niſtration of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and will perceive 
of che expediency of our diveſting him of the rank and 
ves influence he holds, as Naib Dewan of Bengal. But 
| WM though we have declared our reſolution in this reſpect 
1th to our Preſident and Council, yet, as the meaſures to 
the be taken in conſequence thereof might be defeated by 


the Miniſter, and all enquiry into his conduct rendered 
ineffectual, were he to have any previous intimation 
of our deſigns, we, the Secret Committee, having the 
moſt perfect confidence in your judgment, prudence, 
ſc, and integrity, have thought proper 10 entruſt 10 
ull our ęſpecial care the execution of thoſe meaſures 
ler which alone can render the Naib's conduct ſub- 
vp ect to the effect of a full enquiry, and ſecure that 
e · ¶ retribution which may be due on the detection of any 
m. fraud, embezzlement, or colluſive practice, in his 
k, Wl Public or private tranſactionnsss . | 
ud « In order, therefore, to make him, amenable to a 
le due courſe of juſtice, and to prevent the ill conſe- 
ly WR qvences which may reſult from the reſentment and re- 
venge which he may conceive in the knowledge of our 
intentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (immedi- 
ed ieh on the receipt of this letter) to iſſue your private 
n, orders, for ſecuring the perſon of Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
NS Es together 
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with bis whole family, and his known partizam 
and adherents, and for bringing them down to Cal. 
cutta; and it is our pleaſure that they by no means be 
ſyffered to quit the place, until Mahomed Reza Cayn 
ſhall have exculpated himſelf from the crimes of which 
he now ſtands charged or ſuſpected. In this reſearch, 

your own ju nt will direct you to all ſuch means 

of information as may be likely to bring to light the 
moſt fecret of his tranſactions. We, however, cannot 
forbear recommending to you, to avail yourſelf of the 


intelligence which Nundcomar may be able to give, 
reſpecting the Naib's adminiſtration ; and which the 
envy which Nundcomar is ſuppoſed to bear this mi. 


niſter, may prompt him to a ready communication of 


all proceedings which have come to his knowledge, 
we are perſuaded that no ſcrutable — of the Nabob's 
conduct can have efcaped the watchful eye of his jealous 
and penetrating rival, We have the ſatisfaction to re- 
flect, that you are too well appriſed of the ſubtilty and 
diſpoſition of Nundcomar, to yield him any truſt or 
authority which may be turned to his own ad vantage, 
and prove detrimental to the Company's intereſt. 

Though we have thought it neceſſary to intimate 
to you how little we are diſpoſed to delegate any power 
or influence to Nundcomar, yet ſhould his information 
and aſſiſtance be ſerviceable to you, in your inveſti- 
gating the conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, you vill 
yield him ſuch encouragement and reward as his trouble, 
and the extent of his ſervices, may deſerve.“ 


Extract of my Letter to the Court of Directors, 
f dated iſt Sept. 1772. a | 


« The immediate departure of the Colebrooke, 
which failed the day after my letter of the 24th of 
April had reached her, prevented my giving you further 
intelligence of the iffue of the meaſures which [I had 
taken for the arreſt of Mahomed Reza Cawn. As your 
commands were peremptory, and addreſſed to myſelf alot, 
| Fearefully concealed them from every other perſon, 

e | ny except 
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except Mr. Middleton, whoſe aſſiſtance was neceſſary 
for their execution, until I was informed by him that 
Mahomed Reza Cawn was actually in arreſt, and on 
his way to Calcutta. I had no connection with Nund- 
comar or his family prior to the receipt of your com- 
mands by the Lapwing: on the contrary, from the 
year 1759 to the time when I left Bengal, in 1764, 1 
vas engaged in a continual oppoſition to the intereſts 
and deſigns of that man, becauſe I judged him to be 
adverſe to the intereſts of my employers ; and, in the 
courſe of this contention, I received ſufficient indica- 
tions of his ill-will, to have made me his irreconcileable 
enemy, if I could ſuffer my paſſions to ſuperſede the 
x Wl duty which I owe to the Company. To. the ſervice 
of the Company, and to your commands, I have ſacri- 
' WH ficed my feelings, and I have combated thoſe of others, 
joined with me in the adminiſtration of your affairs, 

« The ſame principles guided me, though not un- 
4 WW influenced by other arguments of great force, in the 
or choice of Munny Begum, the widow of the Nabob 
e, Meer Jaffier, and of Rajah Goordaſs, the ſon of Maha 
| Rajah Nundcomar, the former for the chief adminiſ- 
te ration, the latter for the Dewanee of the Nabob's 
er bouſhold; both the declared enemies of Mahomed: 
Reza Cawn. To the latter, indeed, I was principally 
i. inclined through your commands; and l hope it will 
i appear, that I have adopted almoſt the only expedient 
e, in which they could be exactly fulfilled. You directed, 
« That if the aſſiſtance of Nundcomar ſhould be ſer- 


« viceable to me in inveſtigating the conduct of 


O 


« Mahomed Reza Cawn, I ſhould yield him ſuch re- 
© ward as his trouble, and the extent of his fervices, 
may deſerve.” Had I not been guided by the cau- 
tion which you have been pleaſed to enjoin me, yet 
my own knowledge of the character of Nundcomar 
would have reſtrained me from yielding him any truſt 
or authority, which could prove detrimental- to the 
ompany's intereſts, You will perceive by the records, 
that this appointment has not taken place without op- 
poſition, I did not think myſelf at liberty ts, divulge 
your ſecret commands. I am at this time moſt firmly 
8 „ perſuaded, 
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Extract of a letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Court of 2 


Directors, dated Fort William, 24th March, 1774. oon in 
« Although the proceedings of the Board, very mi- wy M 
nutely recorded all the meaſures which were taken for Y 455 | 
proſecuting the enquiry into the conduct of Mahomed P 192 M 
Reza Cawn, and my own ſentiments both 1n the courſe 5 bet 
and the iſſue of it, yet as I was originally honoured ln 
with your ſeparate commands for conducting this intri- f 5 
cate buſineſs, I conceive it to be in ſome meaſure in- 8 425 
cumbent on me to addreſs you on its concluſion. You —— 


; l 
perſuaded, that no other meaſure whatever would hart 
been likely to prove fo effectual, ei/ber for promoting ile 
enquiry which you have directed, or giving ſtrength and 
duration to the new ſyſtem,” 195 | 


Extract of the Court of Directors Reply to the abo 


„ The extirpation of Mahomed Reza Cawn's infly. 

ence was abſolutely neceſſary; and as to any hopes 
which he may entertain of profiting by changes in the 
Court of Directors, theſe hopes mult ſpeedily vaniſh, 
for however different their ſentiments may be in ſome 
particulars, they heartily concur in the propriety and ze. 
ceffity of ſetting him afide. Your choice of the Begun 
for guardian to the Nabob, we entirely approve. The 
uſe you intend making of Nundcomar is very proper; 
and it affords us great ſatisfaction to find, that you could 
at once determine to ue all perſonal reſentment, 
when the public welfare ſeemed to claſh with your pri- 
vate ſentiments relative to Nundcomar.“ 


will be pleaſed to recollect that the charge was genera, WF Mah 
without any ſpecification of time, places, or perſons; M nig, 
I had neither witneſſes, vouchers, nor materials to begiſ 90 7 45 
with; for theſe I relied chiefly on the abilities, obſer- nile 1 
vation, and active malignity of Nundcomar. In the 20 


courſe of the enquiry I proceeded with the moſt rigid From : 
| | ER: 1mpar- 


T as 3 - i; 
impartiality; not ſuffering (I can ſafely ſay) the ſmalleſt 

bias to incline me. You will ſee with what materials 

| was furniſhed ;-I am ſorry to ſay, that ſome were 
collected with ſo little regard to decency or truth, as 
to make me apprehenſive of the effects which they 
might have produced On my character, from the coun- 
tenance which I afforded Nundcomar in the proſecu- 
tion, had I not, in my own immediate conduct, inva- 
riably adhered to the ſtricteſt rules of juſtice. Notwith- 


| ſtanding the conſciouſneſs which I poſſeſs of my own 
integrity, and the certainty that my conduct throughout 


this ungrateful buſineſs will, on the moſt rigid ſcrutiny, 
do me credit, yet I am not without my fears. I am. 
aware of the violent prejudices that were taken up at 
one time againſt Mahomed Reza Cawn by all ranks of 
people, both here and at home. I am alſo aware that 
in England, where the very name of enquiry into the 
paſt management of affairs in India flatters the paſ- 
fion of the times, and raiſes expectations of great and 
important detections, the reſult may baulk thoſe ex- 
pectations, and turn the torrent of popular clamour 
nn ON OT TY s i= 
* 1 muſt declare that I have another motive for my 
fears; the dark and deceitful charactef of Nundcomar, 
whoſe gratitude no kindneſs can bind, nor even his 
own intereſt diſengage him from thoſe crooked poli- 
tics which have been the ſtudy and practice of his 
whole life. Of this I have had many extraordinary. 
proofs, e ee 1 5 

« My experience of his character has never altered 
my behaviour to him, but in ſuch inſtances only, and 
ſuch have occurred, as required it for the public tran- 
quility, I have ſupported the authority of Rajah 
Gordaſs, even in oppoſition to the Begum, dacint ic 
was conſiſtent with your intereſt.“ 1 
Mahomed Reza Cawn was acquitted by me, and 
appointed in 1775 to the ſuperintendance of the Na- 


bob's houſhold, during his minority, and to the admi- 


nitration of criminal juſtice throughout the provinces, 
From theſe offices he was removed in 1778, by the. 
W. EI. © — g n_ 


Twi 
Board, where I had a caſting voice, the Nabob being 
then 20 years of age. Of this removal the Court of 


Directors diſapproved, and, againſt the moſt ſtrenuous b "7 
remonſtrances of the Nabob and all his family, he wa; 1500 
re- appointed in 1780, when the Nabob was 23 years of 12 
age. On repeated petitions from the Nabob, I again live 
removed Mahomed Reza Cawn, in 178 r, from being and 
guardian of the minority of a man who was then 24 Iy, 
years of age, but he was continued Chief Crimina] chat 
Judge of the provinces, and that office he till retains, five 
I- have ſettled jagheers on his two ſons, which produce vpoi 
them a liberal income. To my juſtice and imparti- WM theſe 
ality Mahomed Reza Cawn has often declared he owes nexe 
his life and honour, when the deepeſt. ſchemes of vil. 1 0 
lainy were laid to deprive him of both. He has re. ul 1 
ceived many offices of kindneſs from me; and Il mM xs h 
fure his ſentiments for me are thoſe of gratitude and WW irreg 
affection. ö | FE 3 ps repu 
I hope I may be allowed to make an obſervation on to a 
the conduct of the Court of Directors, as it reſpected ſuafic 


Mahomed Reza Cawn, Nundcomar, and myſelf, The WM neral 
gratitude which I owe to them, and the reſpe& which as I | 
I feel for the individual members of that court, is as I; 
great as can warm the breaſt of any man; yet I had from 
ſubſtantial cauſe of complaint againſt them for the John 
return I met with for a rigid and literal obedience to a ne 
their orders in the inſtance I have quoted. I employed becat 
Nundcomar, and I proſecuted Mahomed Reza Cawn. MW had 
The Directors were well aware of the faithleſs charac- debt, 
ter of the firſt, and aſſured me, that under no change WM moro 
wharſoever ſhould the latter be reſtored to power; 34 have 
\ both theſe men, within two years of the date of their 
letter, were employed as inſtruments of vengeante 
againſt me. The opinions of counſel were taken in 
England, whether, upon the informations of Nund- 
eomar a proſecution could not be inſtituted againſt me 
for money ſtated to be corruptly taken; and there wa 
a time when I was threatened with a proſecution 0 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, for a rigid obedience to tit 
orders of my ſuperiors ;—and I ſtand here now ** 
8 A 2 EF + | we 
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ſwer to 2 Charge of - High Crimes and Miſdemeanors 


for having obeyed theſe orders. 


I have not ſufficient time left to enter minutely 


into the particulars of my defence againſt the Charge 
intruded into this article, of inſolence and oppreſ- 


five treatment of the Nabob Mobarek ul. Dowlab, 


and therefore borrow the aid of Sir Joha D'Oy- 
ly, who was the reſident at the Durbar, and is 
charged with being the inſtrument of my oppreſ- 
five acts to the Nabob, to recite, as he would do 
upon oath, if required, all that he knows relative to 


theſe tranſactions, and his teſtimony is hereunto an- 
nexed. It remains for me only to premiſe, in a few 


words, that 1 always regarded the Nabob Mobarek 


ul Dowlah as being under my protection, and myſelf 


as his guardian; that whenever he committed ſuch 
irregularities as tended to injure either his intereſt or 
reputation 1n an eſſential manner, I admoniſhed him 
to avoid ſuch exceſles in future; and by gentle per- 
ſuations, for I never uſed any other, I tried, and ge- 
nerally with ſucceſs, to wean him from his bad habits, 
as I became acquainted with them. 


I prevailed upon him to remove diſcreditable people : 


from his ſociety, and I gave him the aſſiſtance of Sir 
John D'Oyly, under my own inſtructions, to make 
a new arrangement and diſtribution of his expences, 
becauſe they Rad run out beyond all bounds; and if I 
had not done this, he would have been involved in 


debt, his palace would have been ſurrounded by cla- 


morous creditors, and ultimately the demand would 
have been defrayed from our treaſury. I hope nothing 
I have faid will appear to reflect on the young Nabob, 
whoſe diſpoſition is gentle and pliant, and his general 
behaviour ſuch as merits every inſtance of kindneſs 
that can be ſhewn him by the Eaſt India Company. 

« I was appointed reſident on the reſignation of Mr. 


Byam Martin, in the month of January 1780, and | 


took charge about the beginning of February of the 
ne years cf: | pts. > 0! 
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ee The ſubſtance of the inſtructions I received was to 
_ endeavour, by every means in my power, to conciliate 

the good opinion and regard of the Nabob and his fa. 
mily, that I might be able to perſuade him to adopt 
effectual meaſures for the better regulation of his ex. 
pences, which were underſtood to have greatly exceed. 
ed his income; that I might prevent his forming im. 
— connections, or taking any ſteps derogatory to 

is rank? and by every means in my power ſupport 
his credit and dignity in the eyes of the world: and 
with reſpect to the various branches of his family, ] 
was inſtrufted to endeavour to put a ſtop to the diſſen- 
ſions which had too frequently prevailed among 
them. The Nabob on his part was recommended to 
pay the ſame attention to my advice, as he would have 
done to that of the Governor General in perſon. 

ce « Some time (I think) in the month of February 
of the ſame year, I received a letter from Mr. Haſt- 
ings, purporting that the critical fituation of affairs 
requiring the union and utmoſt exertion of every mem. 
ber of the government, to give vigour to the acts ne- 
ceſſary for its relief, he had agreed to an accommoda- 
tion with Mr. Francis ; but to effect this point, he had 
been under the neceſſity of making ſome painful ſacri- 
fices, and particularly that of the reſtoration of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan to the office of Naib Soubah, a 
meaſure which he knew muſt be highly diſagreeable 
to the Nabob, and which nothing but the urgent ne- 
eeſſity of the caſe ſhould have led him to acquieſce in; 
that he relied on me to ſtate all theſe circumſtances in 
the moſt forcible manner to the Nabob, and to urge 


his compliance, affuring him thar it ſhould not con- 


tinue longer than until the next advices were received 
from the Court of Directors. | 1” 

Never did I experience a more diſagreeable taſk — 
ſo reluctant was the Nabob to concur; and ſuch in- 
dignation did he expreſs at being again ſubjected to ſo 
diſagreeable a ſituation, that I more than once de- 
ſpaired of ſucceſs, and apprehended that he would, as 
he threatened, repair to Calcutta, and appeal per 
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nally to the juſtice of the Council; and nothing, I 
am perſuaded, would have induced him to acquieſce, 
but my affurances to him, on the part of the Gover- 
nor General, that it was only a temporary meaſure, ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the welfare of the ſtate, and ſhould 
be done away as ſoon as that neceſſity was removed. 
The letter, which contained the Nabob's acquieſcence, 
will prove how much he felt himſelf injured by it. 

« Mahomed Reza Khan was accordingly reinftated 
in all his offices, and the Nabob again reduced to the 
ſituation of a mere cypher. He was then 23 years of 
age. 5 | . 28-1 

5 About the month of June 1781, Mr. Haſtings, 
being then at Moorſhedebad, communicated to me his 
intention of performing his promiſe to the Nabob, by 
reſtoring him to the management of his own affairs; 
and at the ſame time gave me inſtructions, with the 
concurrence of the Nabob, to make a minute inveſti- 
gation into the Nabob's accounts, and to concert with 
him a plan for the reduction of his expences within his 
income: he alſo drew up certain articles of inſtruction 
for the Nabob's conduct, and the management of his 
affairs. This change was by no means agreeable to 
me, as I was ſenſible ir drew an me a great weight of 
reſponſibility, and that the reform, which I had en- 
gaged to uſe my endeavours to bring about, would 
not only be a laborious and arduous undertaking, but 
ſubject me to the enmity of all thoſe who muſt ſuffer 
by it. I however undertook it; and the Nabob, at 
my requeſt, did order his Accountants to furniſh me 
with whatever papers I ſhould call for. Theſe were 
very voluminous ; and I found, on inveſtigation, that 
his diſburſements exceeded his ſtipend about three 
lacks of rupees per annum. I ſet about to form a 
plan of reduction, 'and requeſted of the Nabob to do 
the ſame ; and when both were finiſhed, we compared 
them, and from both, by mutual agreement, fixed all 
his expences on ſuch a footing as to come within his 
income. Doubtleſs this occaſioned great diſtreſs to 
many ; but the Nabob ſoon found the benefit, in being 

g | enabled 


| heard it; his remark was, * How is it poſtible to ſup- 
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enabled to live much better than he had ever done 0 


before. FW 
During the adminiſtration of Mahomed Rez, ſtip 
Khan, it had been à conſtant ſubject of complaint wWas 
from him, and of repreſentation to the Nabob from the 
me, that many of thoſe of whom he made companion; to 
were perſons neither entitled, by their rank in life, or by 
the goodneſs of their characters, to ſuch a diſtinction; 
and indeed they frequently led him into very improper 
and diſgraceful acts: Alſo, That many Europeans 
made it a practice to viſit the Nabob, in hopes of te. 
ceiving preſents from him; and to my knowledge, 
| ſeveral European ſervants had intruded themſelves into 
the Nabob's company as gentlemen, and through his 
ignorance had been treated as ſuch by him. Theſe 
circumſtances I repreſented to the Governor General, 
who made 1t a point with the Nabob to avoid it in 
future, by informing himſelf from me of the different 
characters who were deſirous of viſiting him; to this 
he cheerfully agreed, and I never once objected to 
any perſon, in the character of a gentleman, viſiting 
the Nabob. He was pleaſed alſo to remove from 
about his perſon the other partics complained of. 

«© The Nabob did actually diſavow and declare, 
with a moſt ſolemn oath, that he never authorized any 
perſon whatever to make an offer to give up any part 
of his ſtipend; and never did I ſee expreſſion of aſto- 
niſhment painted in the countenance of any perſon 
more ſtrongly than in that of the Nabob when he firſt 


e poſe ſuch an idea could ever be entertained, when 
ce I am already ſo much ſtraitened by the inadequacy of 
te my income to my diſburſements, and have been 
ce continually applying for relief from my difficul- 
« ties.” He was ſo enraged at the circumſtance, 2 
to baniſh the perſon from his preſence,  _ 
e The reduced plan of the Nabob's expences could 
never appear to diſgrace him 1n the eyes of the peo- 
ple, as the reſident never appeared in it no part of i 
was fixed but with his concurrence, and made public 
in his name; in fact it was a plan of his own, 

« I cannot 
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« ] cannot pretend to ſay what might have been 


merly the practice reſpecting the iſſuing the Nabob's 
1rd that which ſubſiſted on my taking charge 


was this: The reſident made application by writing to 


the provincial council of revenue at Moorfhedebad, 
to the collector of Rajeſhahey, or whoever was ap- 

inted to furniſh the ſupplies for a ſpecific ſum, 
from one to five lacks of - rupees; when received, 


it was paid to the Nab Soubah, whilſt that office 


exiſted, or to the Dewan, who gave receipts under 
his own and the Nabob's ſeal and fignature, which 
receipts were kept as vouchers, and to be ſent 
down to the Prefidency whenever the Accountant-Ge- 
neral called for them. I never received any orders to 
ſend to the Council an annual account of the particu- 
lars of the Nabob's diſtribution of his ſtipend; nor 
ſhould I have thought myſelf authorized to have de- 
manded ſuch an account from the Nabob. I received 
the fupplies in groſs ſums, and immediately paid the 
fame in groſs ſums. The Reſident ſends down an ac- 
count-current monthly of the receipts and diſburſe- 
ments of his office, and the receipts from the Nabob, 
&c. are the vouchers for the having iſſued it. 
« F could have very little occaſion to correſpond with 
the Nabob when J lived within four miles of his palace, 
and ſet apart two days in the weck for meeting him on 
buſineſs. Letters of complement or inquiry I might have 
written to him, but I believe never on buſineſs ; be- 
ſlides, not a day ever paſſed without the attendance of | 
the Dewan. . | 
«* The Company have received a very full and cir- 
cumſtantial account of the fituation of the Nabob's af- 
fairs in a letter written in the year 1785, in which his 
diſtreſſes, and the cauſes of them, are particularly ſet 
forth. That his diſtreſſes are great, that he is burthen- 
ed with an enormous debt, and that not only the Muſ- 
fulmans dependant on his family, but even many of bis 
relations, and others of high rank, are reduced to a 


ſtate of indigence, is moſt true, and calls loudly for re- 


lief. He made repeated applications to the council on 
this ſubject, and repreſentations were made to the Court 
| Fo of 
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of DireQors; but as theſe were not attended with ſuc. 
ceſs, he did, with the concurrence of the Governor 
General, determine to make a direct appeal to the 


Company for relief. His repreſentation is now before 
them, and I have no doubt they will attend to it. 


« On the Subjeft of Mahomed Reza Khan. 


c Mahomed Reza Khan, after his removal from of. 

fice, repeatedly declared to me his ſatisfaQtion at being 
relieved from a ſtation which was not only exceedingly 
troubleſome, but to the higheſt degree invidious, both 
from the inadequacy of the ſtipend to the neceſſary ex- 
pences, and from the numerous claimants on it, both 
among his own dependants and thoſe of the Nabob's 
family, and who, if diſappointed, took every means in 
their power to miſrepreſent his conduR, and to impede 
his meaſures; to which the Nabob, from a deſire to 
emancipate himſelf from a yoke at once ſo galling and 
diſgraceful, was ever ready to lend his ſupport : The 
neceſſary conſequence was a conſtant augmentation of 
a debt, commenced under his father, and increaſed 
under each of his brothers, with which the Nabob was 
ſaddled at his acceſſion. | 


Extrafits of a letter from the Nabob Mobareck ul Dov- 
lah to the Court of Directors, written in the year 


1785. 


« When, on the acceſſion of the Nabob Nudjum ul 
 « Dowlab, the ſum allotted for the expences of the Ni- 
ci zamut, the ſubſiſtence of its dependants, and the ſup- 
« port of its ſplendor, was fixed at upwards of filty 
« lacks of rupees, and that this decreaſe from what it 
« had been in the time of the Nabob my father, and 
« his predeceſſors, occaſioned ſuch ruin and diſtreſs to 
« multitudes in Bengal, let the Honourable Company 
« judge how infinitely the diſtreſs muſt have been ag- 

« gravated when the ſtipend was reduced to the * 
a | | Rs um 
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3 
ſum of ſixteen lacks; and to the former eſtabliſhed 
« expences were added thoſe of ſupporting all the 
« women, relatives, connettions, and dependants of 
« my father and the ſuccceding Nazims (which in 
« Hindoſtan amount to an incredible number, and in- 
« conceivable expence) and they will then be able to 
form ſome judgment of the preſent miſerable ſtate of 


« the Nizamut. Thoſe who are acquainted with the 


« manners and cuſtoms of different countries know, 
« that moſt of the Muſſulmans of this country are to- 
« tally detached from trade and manufattures, particu- 


« Jarly. thoſe who have been in the ſervice of the King 


« or Princes of the country, who are accuſtomed ta 


« conſider their offices as for life; this being the cale, 


« jt muſt be evident to what a ſtate of diſtreſs all under 
« this predicament, with their families, muſt be reduced, 
« from having been ſo many years out of employ, 
« through my inability to retain them in pay. 


As the Almighty delegates his power to Princes 
« and Magiſtrates, for the purpoſe of ſupporting the 
« needy, and for the caſe and happineſs of mankind, , 


«a multitude of people in Bengal derived their ſub- 


« fiſtence from the country of the Nazims, the fame of 


« which brought numerous bodies, in expettation of a 
« livelihood, from the different parts of Hindoſtan, 
« from Perſia, &c. nor were they diſappointed. There 
« arc ſtill thouſands of theſe in the utmoſt diſtreſs, who 


* look forward with hope to the re- eſtabliſnment of the 


* eaſe and ſplendor of Nizamut through the liberality 
* of the Company. In fact, innumerable Muſſulmans 
and others depend on the Nizamut for a ſubſiſtence. 


"NV 


« My requeſts are, 


“ Firſt, That as I have now attained my twenty- 
eighth year, and am perfectly competent to the ma- 
nagement of my own affairs in the propereſt man- 
ner, my undoubted right to be maſter in my own 
family, by the appointment and diſmiſſion of my 


«c 


c 


c 


* Miniſter (Naib) and ſervants, be acknowledged. It 


I 1 | | « gan 
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te can never be neceſſary that any interference ſhould 


* take place in matters of this kind; ſuch interference 
has already been highly detrimental to my affairs, 
„ and God is my witneſs that, but for the kindneſs and 
friendly attention of the Governor General, and the 
e meaſures he has taken for the regulation of my af. 
er fairs, I ſhould at this time have been in tenfold debt 
« and diſtreſs. By means of his kindneſs, and the afj. 
« duity of Sir John D'Oyly, my affairs have been put 
ce in ſuch a train as to enable me to expect your deter. 
* mination. My obligations to the Governor General 
« are boundleſs: Were I to write volumes on the ſub. 
*< jeQ I could never ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude: 
© The virtues which adorn his character are precious 
< gifts of the Almighty to the people of Hindoſtan, and 
“ enſure to them the enjoyment of comfort and eaſe.— 
« That God may preſerve his life and power, and long 
« continue him in the government of this country, is 
«© not my wiſh alone, but that of the whole people. 
% Although the great reſpect ſhewn me by the Go. 
© vernor General on every occaſion calls for my warm- 
© eſt gratitude, and God is my witneſs that I am ſo per- 
« fey content therewith, that had I a thouſand tongue: 
* IT ſhould fail in the praiſes juſtly due to his virtues; 
yet, as ſuch qualities are rarely ſound, the conſidera: 
“c tion of the future leads me to requeſt you will dirett 
that the forms of reſpe& due to my rank may be in- 
« yariably obſerved.” 1 
N &c. &c. &c. &c. 


Anſwer 


U 


Anſwer to the Twentieth Charge. 


* 
. 


MARATTA WAR, and PEACE. | 


\HIS and the following Charge I had no oppor- 
tunity of peruſing until my return laſt night from 
this Honourable Houſe; it will not, therefore, be ex- 
pefted that my anſwer to each ſhould be long; in truth, 
the ſubjets do not require a long defence.—I affirm, 
that I was not the author of the Maratta war; and, if 
this Honourable Houſe ſhall adopt the Charge, I will 
bring undoubted proofs of the truth of my aſſertion.— 
I affirm, that every ſtep which I took in the year 1778, 
from January to December, were regularly communi- 
cated to his Majeſty's Miniſter, with whom I thought 
it my duty to communicate on ſo momentous a ſubject, 
enjoying, as I did, my office under a parliamentary 
appointment.—1I affirm, that I had not the moſt diſtant 
idea of involving this nation, or my employers, the 
Eaſt-India Company, in a war with France or the Ma- 
rattas ; that every meaſure I purſued had for. its objett , 
the defence of the Company's poſſeſſions againſt the 
combined attacks of the French and the Marattas. 
zer The grounds which I had to expect theſe attacks, are 
ſuch as I am ſure this Honourable Houſe will perceive 
to have been ſo ſtrong as to juſtify me in every meaſure 
1 adopted: theſe I ſhall produce, if the Charge is en- 
ws 1i 2 ; tertained, 


* 
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tertained, unleſs their production ſhould be deemed 
dangerous to the national intereſts. —T affirm, that the 

Court of DireQors, with the approbation of his Mz. 
jeſty's Miniſters, approved of my conduct in forming 
a detachment for the defence of our poſſeſſions in the 
Weſt of India. 1 affirm, that when I propoſed to 
change the deſtination of this detachment, and to form 
an alliance with the Rajah of Berar, it was not to pur. 
ſue ſchemes of conqueſt, but to defend the Britiſh em- 
pire in India from the dangers with which it was threat. 
enced by the war with France, of which we had then 


received intelligence.—I affirm, that I had received 


from Mr. Elliott a very particular relation of the ſteps 
which France meant to purſue at the commencement of 
the war, and that Mr. Elliott's information came from 
the moſt reſpectable authority in Europe; that it was 
confirmed to me beyond a doubt, by the reception of a 
French Miniſter at the court of Poona, and intelli- 
gence of the moſt exact coincidence with his from 
Poona.—I affirm again, that I was not the author of 
the Maratta war; that the truth of this aſſertion has 


been proved again and again.—But I affirm, that the 


merit of the Maratta peace is my own; that it was 
concluded under greater difficulties than any Miniſter, 
at any period of time, in any nation, has had to con- 
tend with; that every poſlible obſtrution was thrown 


in the way of the negociation for peace, by the advices 
which every diſpatch brought from England : theſe di- 


miniſhed my authority, and announced my diſmiſſion 
from the ſervice. Every man in England, who ſpoke 
on the ſubject of our deſperate ſituation in India, de- 
clared, as I have been informed, that peace upon any 


terms was deſirable, and that no peace could be a bad 


one.— I affirm, that under all theſe diſadvantages, the 
peace concluded by Mr. David Anderſon, under my 
inſtructions, was honourable and advantageous in the 
higheſt degree to this nation and the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany ; that it has now been ratified above three years; 
that it has never been infringed in a ſingle article by 
either party; and that it promiſes to be laſting. I have 
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received the unanimous thanks of the DireQors, and 
the thanks of the Proprietors, with one diſſenting voice 
only amongſt the latter, for effecting this important ſer. 
vice to my country and the Company; nor did I be- 
lieve, till I read it in the Charge, that a ſingle pe a 
in Europe or in India, could have ſtyled the peace ig-- 
nominious or diſhonourable. My whole 3 | 
ence with Mr. Anderlon, and his letters to me, are at 
the India Houſe; to theſe letters'I refer, and I reſt 
my defence on the evidence they contain. b 


Anſwer 


SUPPRESSION of cORRI 
ene 


HIS is a Charge for the ſuppreſſion of correſpond. 


ence with the Princes and Country Powers of In. 
dia: I ſhall reſerve my reply till the inſtances are ſtated 
in which I have ſuppreſſed correſpondence ; denying 
for the preſent, as I ſolemnly do, that I had any impro- 
per or dangerous practices of any kind to cover or 
conceal from my Council, the Court of Directors, or 
the Britiſh nation, 
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HIS Charge was not delivered to me till late 


on the 8th inſtant; 'and I was informed yeſterday 
morning, that in compliance with the prayer of my 
petition, to be heard in reply to it, this Honourable 
Houſe had been pleaſed to direct my attendance-on 
this day. I moſt reſpectfully allude to the ſhort in- 
terval of time allowed me for this purpoſe, not as in- 
dicating the ſlighteſt ground of complaint; for I 
accept with equal gratitude the permiſſion to appear 
in my own defence, and the early allowance of my 
attendance, it being, next to my entire acquittal, my 
firſt wiſh to obtain a ſpeedy termination of the enquiry. 
But it is proper to repreſent to this Honourable Houſe 
the juſt plea which I may have for any deficiency of 
my Defence to this laſt article of the Charge, ariſing 
* the want of ſufficient time to _— why 5 part 
ot it; every part of it containing ſame poſitive or 

| hes TY K k 2 ns | * we; 


OJ 
inſinuated, but not always a diſcoverable Charge; 
and_the le comprizing no leſs than 21 folio pages. 
Theſe thed-me-with employment for due 

third of my allotted portion of time to read, to 
analyze, and to underſtand ſo much as I do under. 
ſtand of them, much, of their ſenſe being diſſipated 
by nice andiſbbtle diſtihctions; and obſcured by ally. 
ſions which I have not leiſure to trace to their docu- 
ments, and lexed by forced inferences, and the 
introduction of other Charges, which are totally 
foreign from the ſubject; ſuch as, that I aſſumed 
> an illegal deſegatidh of che while powers of the 
« Governor General and Council, in July, 1781;” 
that © I reflected diſcredit to the Crown of Great 
« Britain by a private converſation with Sir Elijah 
« Impey ;” and many other lateral accuſations and 
inſinuations of the like extraneous quality. | 
All ſuch matters, as of inferior note, I ſhall paſ 
without more obſervation upon them, truſting to the 
ſpirit of liberal jdſtice which I have already experi- 
enced from this Honourable Houſe for my general 
acquittal of theſe minuter Charges, if in the main 
points I ſhall _— have conſulted the intereſt, 
Honour, and ſafety of iny employers; and that I could 
Have no view to my own intereſt in the proceedings 
Wich have à relation to the Charge, as in effect no 
fuch vie is or could have been imputed to me in it. 


- The Charge conſiſts of eight titled chapters or di- 
viſions; and theſe ſubdivided altogether into ſeventj. 
line diſtinct and numbered poſitions. ——, 
The firſt chapter is intituled “ Rights of Fyzool: 
Kan, &c. before the treaty of Lall- Dong.“ 
dhe 5 His 1 ſmall examine minutely, as it will ſerve to 
pfove what I have aſſerted of the general character of 
the whole compoſition; and 1 will ſhew to this Ho- 
rourable Houſe, that in twelve poſitions or affirma- 
tions; of which it conſiſts, it contains as many afler- 
tions, or implications of facts, which have no foun- 
dation in'truth.. | 5 
gies {HEE 1ſt, The 


LOS 


| f 2 1 
ſt The Firſt Poſition ſtates, that Ally Mahmud, 
4s father of Fyroolla Cawn, was the ſovereign of 
Cutteher or Rohileund; and by aſcribing to him Ax 
« Renown in the Hiſtory of Hindoſtan,” it tnuſt 
have been intended to-convey the conchuſive opinion, 
chat he inherited his ſovereignty: from a line of an- 
ceſtors who held it before him. 


Both points are falſe in fact. Ally Mahmud v was 
not the ſovereign of Cutteher or Rohitcund, but the 


vſurper of that province, which he originally ac- 

guired as a ſervant of the crown, and converted into 
an ny os by repeated acts of rebellion 'againſt 
his lawful maſter and ſovereign; and his father Daood 
Cawn (I think that was his name) had no authority 
or footing in that country. 


2d. The Second Poſition ſtates in terms, the pro- 


vince of Cutteher to be the ancient eſtates, and 
« heredirary rights,” of Fyzoolla Cawn, which I 
again Alert to be falſe in fact. Theſe words are in- 
deed borrowed from tranſlations of letters from 


zoolla Cawn to Colonel Champion; but I have Joube; 
which J have a right to expreſs, of the fidelity of the 


tranſlation ; and even if it be gemuine, it is but the 
effertion of Fyzoolla Cawn himſelf, in favour of his 
own cauſe, which cannot be admitted in evidence of 
it; and the evidence againſt it abounds in the records 
of the Company, which are before this Honourable 
Houſe, and on undoubted notoriety. 


3d. In this Poſition he is again, a third time, 5 


ſtared © the undoubred heir of his father's authority; 


which, as the Chapter itſelf is entitled Rights,“ and 


theſe can only mean rights of which my conduct was 
a violation, is untrue in that ſenſe of it. 

4th. This Pofition ſtates again, (the 4th time) the 
country in queſtion to be © his ancient poſſeſſions, the 
country of his father;” and it ſtates by implication, 
that he was innocent of the war; yet the zd Poſition 
has admitted, that * the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, with 


e ſome of his people, was preſent at the decifive bat- 


« tte of St. George, but eſcaping from the Naughter” 
(a word alfo of falſe: inſinuation) © made his retreat 
cc good 
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“ good towards the mountains, with all his treaſure,” 
and there collected the ſuattered remains oſ his 
< countrymen; that is, for ſo it was, ſtill conti. 
nued the war againſt us in chief. — Both aſſertions 
cannot be true. on ee nag oy 
JIth. This ſtates in terms, that I rejected a ſpecific 
offer, by which, if accepted, an annual increaſe of 
near 400, oo0 l. would have accrued to the revenue of 


our ally, and the immediate acquiſition of 300, oool. 
to the Company, which is not true; for no conſe. = 
quences can be more remote from their premiſes, than ry 

that the performance of ſo extravagant an offer would Is 
have followed the acceptance of it, when it appears in : 


proof before this Honourable Houſe, that a moſt Ch: 
ſacred engagement of the whole Rohilla tribe, before 240 
the war, was inſufficient to bind them to the payment 
of little more than half the ſum which Fyzoolla Cawn 
offrred to pay ſor the poſſeſſion of the country aſtet 
the war. In effect, the extravagance of the offer was 
a clear proof of the inſincerity of the man who made 
it, and ſo I treated it. Ks ol 
Sth. This ſeems to be a Charge of Deception; for 
it ſtates, | that ſo great was the confidence of the 
ge Nabob Fyzoola Cawn in the juſt, humane, and 
«. liberal feelings of Engliſhmen, as to /ul/ bim into 
te an inativity of the moſt eſſential detriment to his 
© jntereſts ;” and this effect is diſplayed by a detail of 
what he might have done; which the Charge affirms 
c would have enabled him certainly to baffle all pur- 
« ſuit, and probably to keep the Vizier in a ſtate of 
c diſquie tude for the remainder of his life.” Nov 
citker it is inſinuated by this ſtate of facts, that I, by 
ſome act or declaration, did deceive or /ull him (as it 
is expreſſed) into this inactivity; or it ſimply affirms 
that he deceived himſelf. If the former is meant, 
deny the fact, and it is refuted by the whole tenor of 
Colonel Champion's correſpondence; if the latter, 
Fyzoolla Cawn. only is to blame for the neglect of his 
own intereſts. And why is this inſerted in an accu- 
ation againſt me? Why, but to miſlead the unwa!y 

attention, by the artful involution of conſequences 
i . dependent 


— 


a mw} _ 
dependeht on another, with expectations that might 
be inferred to have ariſen from me; As to the de- 
ception itſelf, from whormſoever it proceeded; ſince I 


bad no concern it, I ſhould be moſt heartily glad of 


it, if it were really true, that it prevented him c from 
keeping the Vizier in à ſtate of diſquietude for the 
« remainder of his life;” for the Britiſh intereſts 
would have been equally injured and: endangered by 


it; and it was not my duty to awake the vigilance of 
an enemy in arms againſt us, or to apprize him of the 


advantages of which he might. avait himſelf to our 
detriment. 2 4: . k ** d ' . I ; Arn . 0 PA 4 7 * 
"th, If I underſtand this, it means that Colonel 


Champion's propoſal of peace with Fyzoolla Cawn 


was eſſentially neceſſary to the reputation of the 
Britiſh juſtice and humanity, which I ſacrificed by my 


heſitation to agree to it. I may ſafely deny this alle- 
gation, ſince the firſt propoſition is not attempted to 
be proved; nor, if it were proved, would the latter 
follow as a conſequence of it. We had certainly a 


Tight to continue our operations againſt an enemy in 
actual war with us, if we could not agree on the con- 
ditions of accommodation. | 


* 


gth. In this poſition the conduct of the Commander 


in Chief is decorated with all the gaudy epithets of 


panegyrie, to make my character appear the blacker 


f y the contraſt. I crave leave to quote the whole 


paſſage as it tands—** That in anſwer to ſuch laudable 


« wiſh of the ſaid Commander in Chief, the Preſident 
„(Warren Haſtings) preferring his own probibited 


plans of extended dominion to the mild, equitable, and 
wiſe policy intulèated in the ſtanding orders of his 

© ſuperiors, and nòw enforced by the recommendation 
of the Commander in Chief, did inſtruct and defire 


© him, the ſaid Commander in Chief, inſtead of ſo- 


8 2 lieiting the Vizier to relinquiſh his conqueſt to 
Fyzoolla Cawn, to diſcourage it, as much as it 


* was in his power,” © although the ſaid Haſtings 
did not once expreſs, or even intimate, any doubt 


whatever of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn's innocence 


as to the origin of the war, or of his hereditary 
5 „ ce right 
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50 right to the territory which he claimed; but o the | 
* ſaid pleas of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, as well z; 


te to the argument both of policy. and juſtice, advance; 
* by the — 5 in Chief, he the ſaid Hale 
4 did ſolely oppoſe certain ſpeculative objects of 

cc imagined expediency ; ſumming up his decided re- 
tt jection of the propoſals made by the Nabob y. 
% golla Cawn, in the following remarkable words: 
„ With reſpect to Hyzoola Caum be appears not to me. 
te rit our conſideration. The petty ſoyereign of a country 
e eſtimated atiſix or eight lacks gught not for a moment ty 
ec prove an impediment 10 any of our meaſures, or to afed 
be re conſiſtency of aur conduct. 
To this complicated Charge I am compelled to 
make a larger Reply than ſuch as were required by the 
preceding Poſitions, as it involves a greater variety of 
matter, and ſome foreign from the ſubject. I preſume 
that the alluſion. here made to the ſtanding orders of 
the Company, prohibiting plans af extended domi- 
nion, and my diſobedience to them, have no proper 
place in this Charge, þut belong excluſively to the 
Firſt Article of the Charge, namely, the Rohilla War; 
in my anſwer to which I have ſaid all that was neceſ- 
ſary for me to urge on the ſuhject. 1 have alſo en- 
deavoured in the ſame plaee t prove, and I think 
have proved, both to the juſtice and policy of the war 
undertaken with the Rohillas. Theſe are points which 
I claim to be allowed me in the preſept Charge, be- 
cauſe either they are already proved, or they mul 
operate to my condemnation throughout the whole 
courſe of the war, and cannot apply further than the 
general Charge itſelf to any pen of my tranſactions 
with -Fyzoola Cayn. But if the war was conſiſtent 
with the principle of juſtice, it was alſo allowable by 
the laws of war, and it became my duty, ſo far as | 
was the director of it, to proſecute it to the attain- 
ment of its profeſſed purpoſes, or of othets equivalent 
to them, or as nearly equivalent as I could obtain. 
The Commander in Chief was defirqus of concluding 
a peace with Fyroola Cawn, and leaving him in po 


ſeſſion of a part of the country for which e 
= a ten Ing. 
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ſpeculative, as it is deſcribed, but obligatory, by the 
principles of conſiſtency, ro which I have ever adhered 
as 2 primary rule of conduct, and by the terms to 


to be a party to the war, namely, that if we were once 
engaged in it, we ſhould not deſiſt till we had accom- 


ſeen by my letter to the Nabob Suja Dowlah, entered 
in conſultation of the 22d November 1773, and in 
the Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee, No. 24. It was not neceſſary that I ſhould 
change my original plan, becauſe the Commander in 
Chief recommended, though this ſeems to be ſtated 
as a crime againſt me. Neither was it neceſſary for 
me, in a correſpondence with the Commander in 


— RON 


D > b WW 


joined in their deliberations, to enter into a diſcuſſion 
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cence of Fyzoola Cawn as to the origin of it, or his 
rights of uber though my ſilence on theſe points 
is ſtated as an admiſſion of them againſt myſelf. The 
uſe that is made of my letter to Colonel Champion, is 
an inſtance of that unfair mode of quotation, of 
which I have already had too frequent occaſion to 
complain in the other articles of the Charge preferred 
againſt me. I ſhall therefore beg leave to treſpaſs on 
the patience of this Honourable Houſe, by inſerting 


"Cd 


r 


: the letter at large, by which they will judge for them- 
f ſelves, whether it deſerves to be treated as a mere 
5 ( oppolition of certain ſpeculative objects of imagineq 
;  <xpediency to arguments of policy and Juſtice,” 


, To Cglonel, Champion, &c, 
n- . | 
4 5 Dear Sir, 

0, 


4 am now to reply to your letter dated the 28th 
of May. The following are my ſentiments on the 
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tending. Twas of a different opinion; an opinion not 
which I myſelf had exacted the compliance of the Na- 


bob Suja Dowlah, before I would ſuffer the Company 


pliſhed the total reduction of the country—as will be 


Chief, then the executive officer of the board, not 


of the original grounds of the war, or of the inno- 


propoſitions which have been made to you by Abdu- 
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reen Khan on the part of Fyzoola Khan: The firſt i; 
not to be liſtened to; it would be a direct violation 
of our treaty with the V1zier. {HEE 

« The ſecond muſt depend ſolely u in the Vizier; 
and if it is not agreeable to him, we could neither 
compel nor inſiſt to his 1 . N 

„The third is exactly the ſame with the ſecond, 
with the difference only of offering money to the 
Company fer influencing the Vizier; for which reaſon 
I would of the two prefer the ſecond to the third, 
becauſe fuch an agreement muſt become public, and 
a conduct of this kind would breed perpetual diſtruſt 
in the- Vizier againſt every future advice we ſhould 
give him. e | 

Theſe are my particular objections to the ſeveral 
propoſitions ; but I have one general objection to the 


whole of them, which is, that they are diametrically 


oppoſite to the principle on which the Rohilla expe. 
dition was on our part undertaken, which was not 
merely on account of the pecuniary acquiſition of 
forty lacks of rupees to the Company ; for although 
this might be an acceſlory argument, it was by no 
means the chief object of the undertaking. 
We engaged to aſſiſt the Vizier in reducing the 
Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
dary of his poſſeſſions might be compleated, by the 
Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the at- 
tacks and inſults to which they were expoſed by his 
enemies, either poſſeſſing or having acceſs to the Ro- 
hilla country; this our alliance with him, and the ne- 
ceſſity of maintaining this alliance, ſo long as he and 

his ſucceſſors ſhall deſerve our protection, rendered 
advantageous to the Company's intereſt, becauſe the 
ſecurity of his poſſeſſions from invaſions in that quar- 
ter is in fact the ſecurity of ours. But if the Robitll 


country is delivered to Fyzoola Khan, the advantage 
propoſed from this meaſure will be totally defeated; 
the ſame objections from the Vizier will take place 
againſt him as againſt Hafez Rhamut ; he will be ac. 
tuated by the ſame principles of ſelf-defence, and the 


ſame impreſſions of fear, to ſeek the protection 4 
| 6 other 
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other powers againſt the Vizier, and of courſe will 
create the ſame jealouſies and ſuſpicions in the mind 
of the Vizier, with the additional and ſtrong incentive 
to a mutual animoſity, of an enormous debt, which 
probably Fyzoola Khan will find no other means to 
get clear of, but by engaging in hoſtilities againſt 
the Vizier. 3 , 
« ] cannot ſubſcribe to your opinion of the Vizier 
being unable to maintain poſſeſſion of the conquered 
country; it is at leaſt certain that there is a much 
greater probability of his maintaining poſſeſſion of it, 
ſupported by the reſources of his hereditary . do- 
minions, and the credit of the Engliſh protection, 
even without our actual intervention, than that Fyzoola 
Khan ſhould maintain the poſſeſſion of it; a man of 
no repute, without natural power or intereſt, and un- 
provided with every means of ſelf-defence. The 
Board undertook the Rohilla expedition on a firm 
conviction, both that the Vizier would be able to 
maintain his conqueſt of it, and that it would make 
his other dominions more defenſible for the reaſon 
before aſſigned; and with reſpect to myſelf, I declare, 
that if I had not been morally certain of the juſtneſs 
of this reaſoning, I would not have conſented to have 
entered upon the enterprize at all. 

Upon the whole, my opinion is, that inſtead of 
ſoliciting the Vizier to relinquiſh his conqueſt to 
Fyzoola Khan, every argument ſhould be uſed to diſ- 
ſuade him from ſuch an intention, and it is my deſire 
that you will diſcourge it as much as is in your power. 
I make no doubt but, from the explanation I have 
given, you will be convinced both of the propriety 
of adhering to the principles now laid down, and the 
neceſſity of acting with conſiſtency. Excuſe me for 
adding, that if we ſuffer our attention to be drawn off 
from our grand and principal deſign by every adven- 
titious allurement that may preſent itſelf, our conduct 
muſt proye deſultory, and we can adhere to no regular 
plan, nor propoſe any certain end to our purſuits. 

* You mention the neceſſity the Vizier will be un- 
der of conſtantly having a brigade of our troops with 
— 12 him, 
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him, as an argument againſt his retaining the Rohill; tet 
country, which you have repeated in ſeveral of your ha 
letters, but I ſhould be ſorry to regard this circum. the 
ſtance in that light: It has always been my wiſh, i . 
was a principal reaſon aſſigned by the Board to the to 
Court of Directors for our joint undertaking with the col 
Vizier, that a third part of our army ſhould be con. an 
ſtantly employed in his country; becauſe it would fur 
keep them from loſing diſcipline and vigour by in- ow 
action, would prove an encouragement to the officer, jiff 
and ſoldiers, would fave the Company a very con- the 
ſiderable expence, and perpetuate the dependence of the 
the Vizier upon our alliance. This circumſtance of 


therefore cannot operate as an objection, ſince it is a 
principal advantage propoſed by the adminiſtration to 
reſult from the meaſures they have adopted. 

« If it would have had any weight againſt the ex- 
tenſion of the Vizier's territory, it would have pre- 
vented the undertaking entirely, and precluded you 
from the preſent command, and the honour you have 
acquired in it. I cannot ſuppoſe that you mean the 
reaſoning which you have at prefent adopted on this 
ſubject, as a reproach to the Board for having formed 
a deſign which, by your argument, muſt defeat it{clf, 
even with all the ſuccefs that could attend it : but it 
is aſtoniſhing that this conſideration ſhould have 
eſcaped you, ſince, by the frequent reiteration of this 


argument, you have undoubredly been caſting the I 
ſevereſt reflections on the meaſures of Government, nou! 
which, right or wrong, we muſt now maintain, and acce 
which I ftill think founded on the ſoundelt policy, was 
and I truſt that the event will prove them ſo. plac 
« The Seiks are at too great a diſtance, and too cont 
much engaged in their own affairs, to give any ma- from 
terial or laſting oppoſition to the Vizier; nor are the proo 
Marattas likely to get freed from their own internal my 
diviſions, or the effects of them, ſoon enough to te- Srou 
new their pretenſions in the next ſeaſon. But even of p 
although the reaſon for expecting a junction of the tribe 
are \ 


Seiks and Marattas with Fyzoola Khan were wel 
founded, neither this alarm on the one hand, nor tic 
I „„ oe temptation 
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temptation of the eighty lacks on the other, ought to 
have a moment's influence with us to deviate from 
the line preſcribed for the undertaking. Sa 
e With reſpect to Fyzoola Khan, he appeared not 
to merit our conſideration. The petty ſovereign of a 
country, eſtimated at ſix or eight lacks, ought not for 
2 moment to prove an impediment to any of our mea- 

ſures, or to affect the conſiſtency of our conduct. I 
own it was my original wiſh, that the King, or Nud- 
jif Cawn on his part, ſhould have been included in 
the participation which has actually taken place of 
the Rohilla dominions, as it would quicken the iſſue 
of the war, obviate one ſource of competition, and 
ſill keep up the connection of intereſt between us and 
the King, and between the King and his Vizier. But 
my next wiſh was, and 1s, that the King and Vizier 
might be induced to accede to a new participation, 
by an exchange of the doab, to be given to the King 
in lieu of the territory of Zabita Cawn. 

« If my memory does not deceive me, this plan 
was recommended by me to the Vizier in perſon, 
when the Rohilla expedition was firſt concerted at Be- 
nares, and I own I wilh it to take place; this you 
will obſerve is but 4 conſequence of the original prin- 
ciple of completing the boundary of the Vizier's do- 
minions,” „ 


I ſhall not take up more of the time of the Ho- 
nourable Houſe on this letter than to obſerve, that an 
accommodation of a different kind from that which 
y, was urged by Colonel Champion, did ſoon after take 
f place, and that the Vizier's dominions ever ſince have 
continued in a ſtate of uninterrupted peace, except 
from its internal diſturbances; which I adduce as a 
proof both that the Rohilla war did completely fulfil. 
my prediction of its effects, and that I was as well 
grounded in my perſeverance in rejecting the propoſal 
of placing it again under the charge of that dangerous 
tribe, which we had ſo happily expelled from it. Yet 
are we indebted entirely to the pacific diſpoſition of 
Fyzoola Cawn, his infirm habit of body, and his * 

„ 1 able 
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able purſuits of huſbandry, to which he has entire) 
devoted himſelf, for the quiet which the Nabob 9. 
Oude has enjoyed on à quarter ſo vulnerable; for 
ſmall as that territory is, the chief of it may at al 
times invade the dominion of the Nabob of Oude, 
with an effect proportioned to the force with which it 
I : | 
is attempted, and with an aſſurance of impunity in 
the laſt reſort, from the unknown woods and moun. 
tains which he behind it. The time may yet come, 
and that not far diſtant, which ſhall verify this deſcrip. 
tion of the relative ſituation of the two countries, 
gth. This poſition affirms, that in the violent and 
arbitrary poſition aſcribed to the quotation made 2 
above from my letter, I did avow it to be a public 
* principle of my government, that no right, however 
e manifeſt, and no innocence, however unimpeached, 
* could entitle the weak to our protection againſt 
ce others, or ſave them from our own active endeavours 
« for their oppreſſion and even extirpation, ſhould 
te they interfere with our notions of political expe- 
te diency.” I dare not truſt myſelf to comment on 
this extraordinary aſſertion, but appeal to the candour 
and juſtice of this Honourable Houſe to. determine, 
whether any words uſed by me in that letter on which 
it is profeſſedly grounded, or whether, in all the com- 
ſitions I have ever written, and which are before 
the Honourable Houſe, I have ever been guilty of a 
ſentiment ſo profligate as my accuſer has herein im- 
puted to me, without ever deigning to ſpecify the 
words which he has ſtamped with ſo wicked a con- 
ſtruction. „ 
I0th. This poſition affirms, that I wrote a private 
letter to the Commander in Chief, dated the 16th of 
September, © without the conſent or knowledge of 
* my colleagues,” contradictory of a letter written 
eight days before by them, &c. Were this aſſertion 
true, yet, as my letters to Colonel Cu unpion had no 
force of authority, I was guilty of no crime in writing 
them, though they were not written without the con- 
ſent or knowledge of my colleagues; but the fact 15, 
that I did write the letter, which my proſerytor 
Ne. => noticed 
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noticed as defective in this ſuppoſed formality, with 
the knowledge of my colleagues. The very next letter 
following it in the Appendix of the 5th Report of the 
Secret Committee, No. 27, is a letter from the Select 
Committee (my colleagues) dated the next day after 
mine, and beginning with theſe words: © The Preſi- 
« dent has laid before us your letter to him, under 
« date the 26th of Auguſt, with the reply which he 
ee jmmediately diſpatched to it, and which perfectly 
« agrees with our ſentiments.” This reply was my 
letter in queſtion. N beg 
d Neither was my letter contradictory of that of the 
Sele& Committee, dated the 8th of the ſame month; 
for both expreſſed a hope of accommodation, but 
„mine urged a vigorous proſecution of the war, as the 
l means of effecting it. | 
t 


' 11th. I cannot underſtand this; perhaps the follow - 
ing reply may meet the ſenſe of it: The Nabob Vi- 
zier, by the original terms of our engagement, was to 
dictate the ſervice to be performed, and we were to 
perform it. It is ſtrictly conſiſtent with the real, not 
« ideal, obligations of dignity and honour,” to dic- 
tate the conditions of peace to an enemy, rather than' 
to receive them. I thank God, I have never degraded: 
my country's dignity and honour by adopting any 
other rule. As to the ſubſtantial claims of juſtice,” 
I know not what is meant by them; but ſurely all 
claims of juſtice are abrogated by a ſtate of actual 
war, | | 2 6 | 
12th. This is mere declamation ; but as it aſeribes 
to me, without ſpecific grounds, “ an ultimate adhe=- 
* rence to principles of violence and injuſtice, dif- 
*-graceful to the character, and 1njurious to the inte- 
* reſts of the nation,” I have a right to affirm. it, as I 
know it to be utterly falſe, 85 
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From the preceding ſpecimen, this Honourable 
Houſe will judge of the unwarrantable licence which 
my accuſer has aſſumed in his reflections upon my 
conduct; and of the intolerable length to which it 
would lead me, were I to follow it in the ſame accu- 
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rate manner through all the remaining poſitions of the 
Charge, ſeventy-nine in number, of which I haye 
only anſwered twelve, which are the number in the 
firſt diviſion. I ſhall now proceed to offer a connected 
narrative of all my proceedings, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, the proceedings of the Governor-General 
and Council (or I had no excluſive ſhare in them) 
with the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn, from the concluſion of 


the treaty with him at Loll Dong, on the 6th of Oc- inſch 
tober 1774, to the cloſe of my adminiſtration. "Fol 
From the month of October 1774, to the latter end Of t 
of February 1778, we had no reference made to us 11 
relative to Fyzoola Cawn ; but on the 25th of Febru- a — f 
ary, 1778, we received a letter from Mr. Middleton, Wi 
in which he informed us, that reports had prevailed at er 
Lucknow, that Fyzoola Cawn retained in his ſervice a Eng: 
greater body of troops than were ſpecified in the treaty Fyzo 
of 1774, and that he had given protection and encou- He 1 
ragement to Zabitta Cawn's defeated army. Mr, Croll 
Middleton in the ſame letter told us, that he did not = 
pay much attention to theſe reports; but added, that ſubſe 
the Nabob's oppreſſive and unjuſt conduct, in various BW Nabe 
inſtances, might induce Fyzoola Cawn to form con- nand 
nections, and to engage in ſchemes, incompatible with cepte 
his duty and allegiance to the Vizier. Mr. Middleton | that 
alſo informed us, that Fyzoola Cawn was very deſirous more 
to obtain the guarantee of the Company to the treaty ment 
which he had concluded with the late Vizier. Upon U, 
this ſubject I had had repeated applications from him: relati 
but the guarantee appeared to me unneceſſary, except fire t 
as it would afford great ſatisfaction to Fyzoola Cawn; ſider, 
for our government mult have interfered, if the Nabob were 
Vizier had attempted to encroach upon the rights Ee 
which Fyzoola Cawn enjoyed under his treaty with the nel B 
8 . been 
Mr. Middleton deputed Mr. D. Barwell to Ram- lay c. 
pore, the reſidence of Fyzoolla Cawn. Mr. Barwell at the 


tranſmitted to Mr. Middleton a very particular ac- 
count of Fyzoolla Cawn's conduct, which appeared to 
have been in no inſtance contrary to his engagements; 
and in the month of April, his treaty with the Rare” 
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irier was guaranteed by the Company, agreeably to 
his earneſt and reiterated requeſts : By whoſe ſug" 
eſtions doubts were inſtilled into the mind of Fy- 


Colonel Champion had witneſſed, I know not; but 
I am. equally at a loſs to diſcover in what part of the 
tranſaction which I have juſt detailed I am culpable. 
On the 5th of December, 1778, Mr. Middleton 
informed us, that Fyzoolla Cawn, had offered a body 
of two thouſand horſe to be employed in our ſervice. 
Of this number, not more than five hundred were at 
any time furniſhed by Fyzoolla Cawn, and thoſe were 
employed to guard Rohilcund from an invaſion, 
which in the firſt inſtance would have affected Fy- 
zoolla Cawn, as his country lay the moſt expoſed to 
the ravages of an enemy. For this voluntary offer, 
Fyzoolla Cawn deſerved and received my thanks. 
He was under no engagement to furniſh us with a 
ſingle man, nor did I ever demand a man from him 
Why then does my accuſer confound this with the 


Nabob Vizier, at the recommendation of the Gover- 
nor- General and Council? It is true, the Board ac- 
cepted Fyzoolla Cawn's offer; but it is equally true, 
that Fyzoolla Cawn never did fulfil it, nor ever ſend 
more than the five hundred horſe which have been 
mentioned. F555, ( 8 | 
Until the 27th of September, 1780, no meaſures ' 
relative to Fyzoolla Cawn were propoſed ; and I de- 
lire this Honourable Houſe will be ſo good as to con- 
ſider, what our actual ſituation was at that period. We 
were engaged in a war with the Marattas — Hyder Ally 
Cawn had over- run the Carnatic had defeated Colo- + 
nel Bailie's detachment and Sir Hector Munro had 
been obliged to retreat to Madrasa Maratta army 
lay contiguous to the ſouthern frontier at Bengal -and 
at the ſame inſtant of time we received intelligence, that 
very conſiderable armament: had been fitted out by 
rance, which did in fact arrive upon the Coaſt of 
-oromandel in the month of January following. TI: 
propoſed meaſures for the immediate relief of Madras. 
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z00lla Cawn, as to the validity of the treaty which 


ſubſequent demand which was made upon him by the 
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Troops and money were ſent, and Sir Eyre Cog 
conſented, on that momentous and important occaſi 
on, to take the command of the army at Madras. Be. 
fore his departure, the bpard requeſted his ſentiment, 
as to the diſpoſition of our forces for the defence of 
: Bengal, and the dominions of our ally the Nabob vi. 
zier; for on their ſecurity the exiſtence of our empire 
in India depended. I beg leave to read Sir Eyre 
; -r wap minute in conſequence of this application 90 
The very accurate and juſt deſcription which the 
* Governor-General has given of the danger which at 
s preſent impends the intereſts of the Britiſh nation in 
_ © India, I am perſuaded will have the ſame influence 
upon the mind of every other member of the Board 
te as it had upon mine, and tend to produce that free. 
* dom of deliberation, concord, and unanimity in our 
* councils, ſo neceſſary for the public good. In full 
c confidence that no other view can exiſt amongſt ys, 
» ©. I with the greater chearfulneſs undertake that pan 
<«.. of the ſervice which falls to the lot of the ſtation [ 
« fill; and, relying on the ſupport of the Board.there- 
« in, moſt readily repoſe my military character and 
ce credit in their hands. | FTE 
« In conformity to the requeſt made at the cloſe of 
« the Governor-General's minute, I now deliver in a 
ce ſtate of our force on this eſtabliſhment, and of the 
cc diſpoſition er to be made of it for the protec- 
ce tion of theſe provinces, and the relief of Madras.” 
Sir Eyre Coote, in this minute, recommended to us 
to apply to Cheyt Sing for the ſervice of a body of 
horſe to cover the province of Bahar, and that Rohil- 
cond ſhould be defended by a battalion of Sepoys, 2 
thouſand of the Vizier's infantry, and as many of 
Fyzoola Cawn's troops as could be procured. The 
Board unanimouſly adopted Sir Eyre Coote's ſenti- 
ments. The other members were, Mr. Francis, Mr. 
Wheler, myſelf. In the following month (Octo- 
ber) Sir Eyre Coote embarked for Madras, with 2 
large ſupply of treaſure, and a ftrong detachment of 
Europeans. On the 28th of October, 1780, the mo 
P1464 receive 
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i following letter from, Mayor Briſcoe to Sir Eyre Coote, 


which in his abſence General Stibbert had opened, 


tz Eno ß ei | 
> of From Major Briſcoe to Sir Eyre Coote. 
Vi. J £702 30: <a oy SHIT 
Ire Daranagur, the 1ſt of October, 1780. 
on my being appointed to, and taking, the com- 
« mand of Daranagur, I was not honoured with any 
the WI inſtructions from it reſpecting the Nabob Fyzoolla 
* « Cawn's troops: I have only 500 of his horſe, and 
A « the Nabob, in his agreement with Government, is 
ce il © obliged to keep up 5000 troops for aſſiſting, in the 
10 « defence of Rohilcund. A few months ago three 
e. WH © battalions were ſtationed here with Colonel Muir, 
ur Wl © befides a body of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn's ca. 
ol « valry; and they were well employed, and had 
is « enough to do in protecting the country from inya- 
it « ſion. The command is greatly reduced, one bat- 
1 « talion taken away, and Fyzoolla Cawn has not 
5 « afforded more than 500 men ſince I have been here, 
id « which is a great deal too ſmall, a force from him, 
e as I acquainted you, in my former letters, two bat- 
of ee talions was too ſmall a command to defend Rohil- 
“ cund from in vaſion n. 
Wich this letter General Stibbert wrote, to. the 


Board, on the 28th October 1780, as follows: 

« I preſume, that on a peruſal of the Major's let- 
* ter, the neceſlity of preſſing both the Vizier and 
e Fyzoolla .Cawn to contribute effectually to the re- 
lief of the Rohilcund will not fail to appear to the 
p v 
The Letters from Major Briſcoe and General Stib- 
bert were taken into conſideration on the ad of No- 
vember, the Members preſent being Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Wheler, and myſelf; and it was agreed, without 
any debate or diſſent, as a matter of courſe, that. 
* the Goyernor-General be requeſted to write to the 
e N abob Vizier, recommending to him to ee 

78 0 r te from 


received a letter from General Stibbert, encloſing the 
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ce from Fyzootla Cawn the quota of troops ſtipulated 
ec by treaty to be furniſned by the latter for his ſer. 
_« vice, being 5,000 horſe, to be put under the im. 
te mediate command of Lieutenant Colonel Muir at 
ee Futtigmin e 1:2 032034104 ce 
In conſequence of this unanimous reſolution «f 
the Board; I wrote to the Nabob Vizier, who ap- 
plied to Fyzoolla Cawn, and tranſmitted to me the 
anſwer which he received to this application. The 
anſwer is certainly evaſive and unſatisfactory. Fyzoolla 
Cawn ſtared that 1000 of his horſe were with Major 
Briſcoe, although in fact he never had more than 
500. With reſpe& to the treaty itſelf,” I do freely 
confeſs that, in common with the other Members of 
the Board, 1 conceived. Fyzoolla Cawn was obliged 
by treaty to furniſh 5000 horſe in time of war, inſtead 
of © 2 or 3000 men, according to his ability; 
which are the words of the treat. 

1 muſt obſerve, that the treaty was ſo looſely worded 
as to be open to cavil and difpute, and every part of 
it liable to miſconſtructions: But in juſtice to the 
other gentlemen who compoſed the Council, as wel 
as to myſelf, I defire to obſerve, that we had at that 
time a variety of moſt preſſing and important buſinel; 
before us; nor can I now conceive, how we could 
commit ſo palpable an error, unleſs, in the hurry of 
buſineſs, with Major Briſcoe's letter lying before us, 
which ſtated that the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn is obliged 
to keep up 5000 troops, we adopted his aſſertion as a 
fact, without conſideration or debate, and immediately 
acted upon it. A Member of this Honourable Houſe, 
Mr. Francis, was at that time one of my colleagues 
— ] would defire to call upon him to ſtate what he can 
recollect upon this part of the Charge. | : 

Upon the receipt of the Nabob Vizier's letter on 
the 15th of February 1781, I propoſed, * That a 
« deputation to Fyzoolla Cawn ſhould be immediately 
c recommended to be ſent by the Nabob Vi1zier, ac- 
« companied by an agent from Mr. Middleton in 
c behalf of our Government, as guarantees, and that 
« in preſence of proper witneſſes they ſhould demand 
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« ties ſhould deliver a formal proteſt againſt him for 
de breach of treaty, and return, making their report 
ct to the Vizier, which Mr. Middleton 1 was to tranſ- 
ct mit: to the. Board.” 


was deputed to Fyzoolla Cawn ; and on the iſt April 
1781, he wrote to Mr. Middleton? ſtating various 


with the Vizier: That particularly, as he was pre- 


exceſs of Fyzoolla Cawn's revenue beyond what he 
was allowed by treaty, lay in a fraudulent valuation 
at the time of the grant, and did not proceed from 


ter from Rampore, Mr. Johnſon informed Mr. Mid- 
dleton that Fyzoolla Cawn had given a flat refuſal to 
the demand of 3000 cavalry; and he therefore, in 
compliance with the orders of the Board, drew u 
and delivered to Fyzoolla Cawn a formal proteſt which 
was witneſſed by Major Balfour. ; 
 Fyzbolla Cawn ſaid, the treaty ſpecified no definite 
number of cavalry or infantry, only expreſſing troops; 
that he would furniſh 2000 horſe and 1000 foot, and 
one year's pay in advance.— Mr. Johnſon's Letters 
were tranſmitted to us, accompanied by a letter from 
the Nabob Vizier, urging us, to conſent to the re- 
ſumption of Fyzoolla Cawn's jagheer, and that he 
ſhould receive the amount of it in money, after de- 
ducting the'experice of the 1 ne was engaged to 
furniſh; 
On theſe letters the Board came to no ö determitia- 
tion. 1 myſelf moved, on the day they were read, in 


FE * of the above letter, and the papers accompanying 


agreed to. 


ec immediate delivery of 3000 cavalry; aint if he 5 
«. ſhould evade, or refuſe compliance, that the depu- 


In conſequence of this eſolvitens Mr. Johnſon | 


ints in which Fyzoolla Cavn had broke his treaty 
cluded by treaty from keeping more than 5000 Ro- 


hillas in his diſtricts, there were in Rampore alone 
not leſs than 20, 00 Rohilla ſoldiers; and that the 


the improvements in his collections: In a ſecond let- 


June, 178 1, © That a final reſolution on the ſubject 


Seit. be ſuſpended to another oeccaſion * wow! it dan ; 


„ 


727 £2 ; 
On the 19th. of September, 1781, I concluded an 


agreement with the Nabob Vizier at Chunar, At | 
this time, the rebellion of Benares was ſcarcely quell. ; 
ed, its conſequences uncertain, and the province un- 
ſettled. Violent commotions, excited by this exam. , 
ple, ſtill prevailed in many parts of the Vizier's do- : 
minions. A ſincere and cordial union between his 0 
government and ours, and even the moſt public indi- * 
cation of it, were neceſſary to the peace and proſperity, 4 
and, as I believed, to the exiſtence of both: I was, 4 
therefore, more than ordinarily ſolicitous, both to 5 
contribute to his means of power and wealth, and to * 
confirm his confidence in my attachment; nor was! 4 
without a feeling of gratitude, for the recent proofs V 
which he had given me of his attachment to me and hy 
to my government, in the precipitate manner in which 
he had flown to offer me, and to afford me, if wanted, 6 
his aſſiſtance. I was determined to gratify him in 20 
every point which could be with propriety and with * 
conſiſtency granted. Here, too, I muſt add, that 1 ce 
ſtill retained the impreſſion of Fyzoolla Cawn's refuſal ce 
to furniſn the military aid ſtipulated by his treaty, ce 
and J maintain, that I was warranted in conſidering ce 
it an evalion, if not a breach of his treaty ; ſince, cc 
though our demand had exceeded the letter of the 7 
treaty, we had an undoubted claim (I mean the Vi- 4 
zier under our guarantee, for in this inſtance. we were wh 
One) to ſome aſſiſtance, and he had cluded. it alto- kay: 
gether. Beſides this, I had for ſome time, paſt te- by 
ceived various and repeated informations; of treache- ally 
rous intrigues, and other acts imputed to him; to . 
which, though I refuſed that degree of credit which inte 
might have impelled me to any decided act againſt ſuc 
him, yet I certainly yielded ſo far to the belief, as to Cav 
ſeek to guard myſelf by every poſſible means of cau- | 
tion and preparation againſt what migbt eventually the 
happen. When therefore the Nabob preſented, to me oat! 
the paper of requiſitions, which, by my aſſent to inte 
them afterwards, formed what has been ſtyled the hav 


Engagements of Chunar, the demand to be allowed 


to feſume the jagheer of Fyzoolla Cawn being one of 
- ho | : | — | t em, 
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mination, and of indefinite ſuſpenſion, until the 
grounds of proceeding to the extremity: portended in 
the clauſe were ſufficiently aſcertained. In this nicety 
of diſcrimination, I defired the Nabob to inſert the 


which was abſolute in the firſt draft of it; and with 
that qualification of it I afſented to it. That this was 
my intention, is demonſtrated by the declaration made 
of it to the Board, in the annexed obſervations on the 


after the full Report of my tranſactions with the Nabob 
Vizier, which terminated with it, My words will 
better demonſtrate this than any reaſoning upon them. 
After ſtating the ſpecific inſtances of ſuſpected 
fidelity, which had appeared in the behaviour of Fy- 
zoolla Cawn, I concluded my obſervation with the 
following ſentence: © But I am of opinion, that 
ce neither the Vizier's nor the Company's intereſts 
« would be promoted by depriving Fyzoolla Cawn 
© of his independency ; and I have therefore reſerved 
« the execution of this agreement to an indefinite 


« prevent any ill effects from it.” | 
Hence it is plain, that no wrong, no ſubſtantial 
wrong, was either done or intended Fyzoolla Cawn ; 


by any ſecret motive of enmity to him, I had effectu- 
ally precluded myſelf from gratifying it, by a decla- 
ration ſo explicitly made, that it was contrary to the 
intereſts both of the Nabob and the Company (for 
ſuch is the conſequent ſenſe of it) to deprive Fyzoolla 
| Cawn of his independency. | | 

| Had my conduct in this inſtance been arraigned at 
the time, while the ſenſe of recent provocation, the 


internal rectitude, had poſſeſſion of my mind, I would 
have juſtified the act againſt the judgment of all 
mankind, if that had condemned ir. In the calmer 
reflection on events, which have loſt by time their 


them, I aſſented to it, as I did to the reſt; but in 
| fuch a manner as to reſerve the rights of further exa- 


words, © when time ſhall ſuit,” into the requiſition, 


engagement, when I tranſmitted to them immediately 


term, and our government may always interpoſe to 


and that if I can be ſuppoſed to have been actuated 


gathered alarms around me, and the conſciouſneſs of 


hold 


e 
hold on the paſſions (though few, I hope, have been 


che inſtances in which mine have prevailed over my 


zudgment) and to which ſubſequent events have given 
a different colour, I am not aſhamed to acknowledge, 
that the act itſelf was formally wrong, and yet more 
than formally, as it might. become a precedent for 


worſe purpoſes.—If this Honourable Houſe ſhall 


judge that I deſerve its cenſure for an error thus avoy. 
ed, I ſhall reſpe&fully ſubmit to it. 13 


After the Vizier had returned to Lucknow, in the 


5 courſe of the year 1782, I received repeated com- 
plaints from the Nabob, and from the Reſident, againſt 
Fyzoolla Cawn; but I reſiſted every application that 


was made to me for depriving him of his jagheer; 
and when I appointed Mr. Briſtow to the reſidency of 


Oude, I gave him explicit inſtructions on the ſubject 
of Fyzoolla Cawn, which will prove, beyond a world 
of argument, how careful I was to avoid a rupture 
with him. I deſire to enter them entire, and to con- 
traſt them with the garbled quotation of them in the 
charge. | A Fell 

« Mr. Middleton has written to the Board, that 
« Fyzoolla Cawn has been making preparations for 
<« entering on open hoſtilities with the Nabob Vizier, 
« and combining other perſons againſt him, I ſuſ- 
te pect the information; but prudence requires to be 
« prepared againſt the poſſibility of ſuch an event. 
It is poſſible, that the Vizier's apparent weakneſs 


„ may have excited Fyzoolla Cawn to form ſuch a 
« deſign: It is more probable, that he has been 


ce driven to it by the public declarations and menaces 
« both of the reſident and the miniſter. I have writ- 
© ten a letter to him, ſuch as I think beſt calculated 


© to divert him from any ſuch undertaking, by ai- 


c ſurances of the favourable diſpoſition of this go- 
« yernment towards him, while he ſhall not have 
cc forfeited it by any improper conduct; and by ſtat- 
&* ing to him the fatal conſequences which mult attend 
& his defection. That letter you will, perhaps, re- 
4 ceive earlier than I ſhall be able to put you in pol- 


« ſeſſion of theſe inſtructions. I ſhall only add 4. 
8 hy 8 this 


R 
. this head, that you muſt be guided by your own 


« volved with new difficulties, while he has already 
« ſo many tg open hi. en 
My accuſer ſtates, That © in my inſtructions to 
« Mr. Briſtow, I did leave him to be guided by his 
« own diſcretion ;” but (I add) * be careful to pre- 
vent the Vizier's affairs from being involved in new 
« difficulties, whilſt he has already ſo many to oppreſs 
© him; thereby plainly hinting at ſome more dect- 


preſſed with difficulties. | 
How my accuſer can infer, from the words of a pro- 


thing which I had prohibited, or what right he has to 


refer to the extra& which 1 have given of my inſtruc- 
tions, for the full interpretation of my real intention, 
and, as I truſt, for a full refutation of ſo groundleſs 
a charge. nd TT 1 

Mr. Briſtow, in conſequence of my inſtructions, 


and permanent agreement with the Nabob Fyzoolla. 
Cawn, which might obviate all future ſigns of jea- 
louſy and diſtruſt; and on the 3oth December 1782, 
Mr. Briſtow informed the Board, that he had deputed 
Major Palmer to Fyzoolla Cawn with inſtructions for 
conducting, on the part of the Nabob Vizier, a for- 
mal arrangement with Fyzoolla Cawn. In the ſame 
letter Mr. Briſtow ſtates, That Fyzoolla Cawn had 
e not inſtructed his Vakeel to agree to grant any pe- 
© cuniary aid to the Vizier, and that he wiſhed to 
evade granting military aid to the Vizier at any 
* diſtance from his own country.” Mr. Briſtow adds, 
That, “ Fyzoolla Cawn has derived ſecurity, honour, 
and advantage from his connection with the Vizier's 
* Government, and thinks he would hardly attempt 
do create diſturbances, as he could nor be benefited 
„by a change. —Bur he adds, That, “ Jealouſies 
| |, 0 are 


de difcretion in whatſoever relates ro it; but be care- 
ce fy] to prevent the Nabob's- affairs from being in- 


five meaſures, whenever the Vizier ſhould be leſs op- 
hibition, my concealed. intention of authorizing the 


be the interpreter of my thoughts, much leſs to preſs 
them to bear evidence againſt me, I know not. 1 


adviſed the Nabob Vizier to concert and form a new . 
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t are likely to ſubſiſt, while Fyzoolla Cawn may 
« poſſeſs the means of bringing 20,000 men into the 
. «© field.” ; 43 HO TORT ogr* 
I beg leave to continue the narrative, in inſerting | 
Major Palmer's letters, containing an account of the 
* commencement and concluſion of his negociation, 
Theſe will, I am confident, convey to this Honour. 
able Houſe a very different idea of my conduct re. 
ſpecting Fyzoolla Cawn, than that with which the par. 
tial quotations from theſe letters, which my accuſer 
has inſerted in the Charge, are calculated to impreſ 


them. | 5 


Copy of a letter from Major William Palmer to Mr, 
John Briſtow, reſident at the Vizier's court, dated 
the 24th January 1783. 


« Since my laſt, adviſing you of my arrival at this 
place, I have had daily conferences with the eldeſt fon 
of the Nabob Fyzoolla Cawn, in which every point of 
miſunderſtanding and complaint between the Vizier 
and Fyzoolla Cawn have been fully diſcuſſed, and the 
ſentiments of the board and the Vizier relating thereto, 
and their deſire of removing them, and of fixing the 
ſovereignty of the Vizier, and the dependance # Fy- 
. zoolla Cawn, upon an unequivocal and permanent foot- 
ing, clearly explained. OD Poe, = 
« Fyzoolla Cawn perſiſts in denying the infringement 
on his part of any one article in the treaty, or the ne. 
glect of any obligation which it impoſes upon him. He 
does not admit of the improvements reported to be 
made in his jagheer; and even aſſerts that the collec- 
tions this year will fall ſhort of the original jumms, 
by reaſon of a long drought. He denies having er- 
cerded the limited number of Rohillas in his ſervice, 
and having refuſed the required aid of cavalry mat 
by Mr. Johnſon to act with General Goddard. He 


3 a | waving SS 
obſerves, reſpecting the Charge of wading the Virzie! 
requiſition for the cavalry lately ſtationed at Daran 
. | | ul 


* 


15 ] 
gur to be ſtationed at Lucknow, that he is not bound 
by treaty to maintain a ſtationary force for the ſervice 
of the Vier, but to ſupply an aid of 2 or 3, ooo troops 
in time of war. Laſtly, he aſſerts, that ſo far from 
encouraging the Reiots of the Vizier to ſettle in his 
jagheer, it has been his conſtant practice to deliver 
them up to the aumil of Rohilcund whenever he could 
diſcover them. "TT „ 
It is very difficult, if not impracticable, in my 
ſituation, to obtain ſuch information as might enable 
me to aſſign. the degree of credit to which theſe denials 
and aſſertions of Fy zoolla Cawn are entitled. From 
general appearances, as well as univerſal report, it 


greatly increaſed beyond the original grant. The 


Rohillas of all deſcriptions; but ſuch was apparently 


he required Fyzoolla Cawn to ſend all above that 
number beyond the Ganges; and it is ſufficiently 
known, that every Rohilla in this jagheer, however 
occupied in ordinary, would appear in arms for the 
defence of Fyzoolla Cawn, by whomſoever he might 
be attacked. But it does not appear that their num- 
bers are formidable, or that he could by any means 


to the Vizier; neither is there any appearance of their 


the advantages which they at preſent enjoy. + 
With reſpect to the increaſe of jumma, although 
it has been ſolemnly relinquiſhed by the Vizier, yet, 
the conceſſion having been gratuitous, ſo great a fa- 
vour ſhould certainly operate upon Fyzoolla Cawn in 
a new and durable accommodation, propoſed as much 
for his ſecurity as for the intereſt of the Vizier. 

_ © Fyzoolla Cawn ſeems to be fully ſenſible that an 
engagement to furniſh military aid, however clearly 
the conditions might be ſtated, muſt be a ſource of 
Perpetual miſunderſtanding and inconveniences, and 
FF Nen 2 35 


cannot be doubted that the jumma of his jagheer is 
number of Rohillas, in Rampoor alone, certainly ex- 
ceeds that limited by the treaty for his ſervice. It is 
not clearly expreſſed whether the reſtriction included 


the meaning of the late Vizier in the firſt treaty, ſince 


ſubſiſt ſuch numbers as could cauſe any ſerious alarm 


entertaining any views beyond the quiet poſſeſſion of 


he : 


AP 


| 
% 
| 


" Hah If 'J 
he 1s very deſirous of the remiſſion of that ſtipulation *? 
for a compenſation in money. But he and I differ 
widely in our idea of the equivalent to which the vi. 
zier would be entitled for it. He offers only five lacks 
of rupees altogether ; and I have given him my opi- 
nion, that the Vizier may reaſonably demand that ſum 
annually : but objections, or rather a refuſal, ſo ſtrong, 
was made to any continual payments, that I am con- 
vinced he would riſk any extremity rather than yield 
to it. I was, however, deſired to name a ſum to be 
paid at once, in lieu of an annual demand: I men- 

_ tioned twenty lacks of rupees, as the leaſt ſum which 
I thought the Vizier entitled to, or that he would ac. 
cept, for the propoſed conceſſion. I have not yet 
been informed of Fyzoolla Cawn's reſolution upon this 
propoſition ; but, if he rejects it, I ſhall have no fur. 
ther hopes of effecting ſuch an accommodation as will 
be conſiſtent with the intereſts and dignity of the Vi- 
zier, or the views of our government, and ſhall return 
immediately to Lucknow. Lb 


A true copy. 
(Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 


Reſident at the Vizier's Court.” 


From Major Palmer to Mr, Haſtings. 
ir, 


* have at length come to a final agreement with 
Fyzoolla Cawn, for the remiſſion of the military aid 
which he is bound to furniſh the Vizier. This is the 
only propoſition upon which he was willing to treat; 
and I am well pleaſed to have eſcaped the dangers of 

ſo important a negociation as that of ceding the Vi- 
zier's ſovereignty and property in this valuable jag- 
heer, I am at a loſs to conjecture what can be Fy- 
zoolla Cawn's real motives for declining an acquinof 

JE 2 | 0 
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bf ſuch magnitude. The reaſon he has aſſigned to me | 

I cannot credit—it is an inability to advance the peſh- 
cuſh. I demand only, thirty lacks for this important 
ceſſion, in which every other would have been in- 
cluded, and he has given fifteen for the ſingle one 
above- mentioned. I look back with ſelf- congratula- 
tion on my offer having been rejected. I ſhould have 
incurred much cenſure and ſuſpicion if he had ac- 
cepted it, from thoſe who do not know the real ſtate 
of things, and the liberal principles upon which your 
board recommended the ceſſion. There are no pre- 
cedents, in the ancient uſages of the country, for aſ- 
certaining the nuzzerana or peiſhcuſh of grants of this 
nature, they were beſtowed by the prince as rewards 
or favours; and the accuſtomary preſents in return 
were adapted to the dignity of the donor, rather than 
the value of the gift, ro which it never, I believe, 
bore any kind of proportion. In my demand, I en- 
deavoured to reconcile this practice with the object 
which the board had in view, of ſome indemnification 
to the Vizierz and when you know that the chief 
claim, upon which it was ſuppoſed the Vizier had a 
right to compenſation, was not formed, I am per- 
ſuaded that you will approve my conduct; I mean the 
advantages which it was alledged Fyzoolla Cawn had 
derived from the labours of the Vizier's ryats. I be- 
lieve I have already informed you, that he has proved 
to me the error of this ſuppoſition, by producing 
receipts of various dates, and for great numbers of 
thoſe people, ſurrendered upon requiſition from the 
Vizier's officers. I trouble you with this vindication, 
leſt it ſhould be inſinuated that I had an intention to 
ſacrifice the Vizier's intereſt, but only wanted oppor- 
tunity to carry it into execution; and beſides, I think 
it as indiſpenſable to you for my intentions as for my 
%%% hal Ton as) 4 5 
The ſum which I have accepted for relinquiſhing 
the ſtipulated aid will, I think, be thought an ample 
equivalent for ſuch precarious ſervice. I think my- 
{elf that I have made an excellent bargain for the Vi- 
U 28 zier; 
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zier; and, at the ſame time, I believe Fyzoolla Cay 
is perfectly ſatisfied, ſince I have ſpent a month, in 
order to effect by argument and perſuaſion, what! 
—— have obtained in an hour by threats and com. 
pulſions. | ö | 
25 The money is to be paid by the following inſtall. 
ments: Five lacks in ſpecie, to be delivered to me 
upon ſigning the releaſe; five lacks at the commence. 
ment of the next Kuriof harveſt ; two lacks at the fol. 
lowing rubby; and the remaining three lack at the 
Kuriof enſuing. e Th ? 
«© The ſpecie is Barelly rupees of uncertain value, 
becauſe fluctuating at Lucknow, at this time 10 or 11 
per cent. below the reccarys of that place. I could 
not obtain better, and I believe that no perſon, not 
known to poſſeſs your confidence and ſupport in the 
degree that I am ſuppoſed to do, would have obtained 
nearly ſo good terms. Fyzoolla Cawn has invariably 
refuſed, at the Vizier's durbar, more than five lacks 
for this very condition. þ 
* expected to have ſet out on my return this day; 
but the ſhroffing the money, and providing carriage 
for it, proves very tedious. 
J have taken from Fyzoolla Cawn an engagement 
to afford no aſylum to the Vizier's ryats. | 
« J cannot conclude this letter, without once more 
recommending to your notice the indefarigable atten- 
tion, the extraordinary abilities, and incorruptible 
integrity, of Jehfuſal Huſſein Cawn. He is to you 
an invaluable ſervant, and I ſincerely wiſh he was em- 
ployed where he might perform more eſſential ſer- 
vice, 
Rampoor, Jam, with reſpect, &c. 
17th Febr! 1783. (Signed) W. PALMER.“ 


By the agreement thus concluded by Major Palmer, 
on the behalf of the Nabob Vizier, every poſſibility of 
future doubt or difficulty is removed; and ſurely it 
was of the utmoſt importance to Fyzoolla Cawn, that 
an article of a treaty ſo liable to miſconſtruction as that 

| R 


antient and fundamental laws of 


o 


[9 1 


„n, which bound him to furniſh the Vizier with two 
or three thouſand men, ſhould be effectually explained. 


It was therefore a prudent and œconomical agree- 


ment, on the part of Fyzoolla Cawn, to free himſelf 
entirely from every obligation to afford military aid in 


ſuture, by the payment of a preſent fine, and that ſo 


moderate as fifteen lacks of rupees. 


1 acquit Fyzoolla Cawn of having entertained hoſtile 
deſigns againſt theVizier; yet, notwithſtanding his poſi- 
tive denial of the fact, I did, and do ftill, think the 


Nabob Vizier juſtified by one inſtance of his behaviour, 
in exacting from him ſome conſideration for the im- 
proved ſtate of his country and revenue, derived as a 


conſequence from the protection of the treaty ſubliſting 
with him. This aroſe chiefly from the encouragement 


given by Fyzoolla Cawn to deſertions of the Nabob's 
tenants, who were known to have reſorted to him in 


great numbers, which is a breach of one of the moſt 
1 Indoſtan. In the 

ſent inſtance, it was aggravated by the acknow- 
ledged relation in which Fyzoolla Cawn ſtood to the 


Nabob Vizier, as his titular vaſſal. While this af- 
forded a plea for a demand which was ſtrictly con- - 
formable to the uſages of Indoſtan, and no way con- 


trary to treaty, I was induced to encourage the demand 
on the ſame ground, becauſe I knew that Fyzoolla 
Cawn was well able to anſwer it; and ſo in effect it 


- proved, 


I am alſo clearly of opinion, that Fyzoolla Cawn 
deviated in other inſtances, not only from the ſpirit, 
but even from the letter of his treaty. Major Pal- 
mer, in the letter which I have read, informs Mr. 
Briſtow that Fyzoolla Cawn denies his infringement 
of any one article of his treaty ; but Major Palmer 


aſſerts, © That the number of Rohillas, in Lampoor 


« alone, certainly exceeds that limited by treaty for 
e his ſervice;” and he further ſays, © That from 


general appearances, as well as univerſal report, it 


cannot be doubted that the jumma (income) of his 
< jagheer is greatly increaſed beyond the original 
| | „ r eee 


ee, 

de grant;“ and it has been poſitively aſſerted, that he 
obtained his jagheer originally upon a falſe valuation. 
It is alſo an undoubted fact, that frequent diſtur. 
bances were raiſed in the Vizier's country by the Ro. 
Hillas; and in particular, that Hoormut Cawn, one 


of the ſons of 
- was actually under the protection of Fyzoolla Cay; 


at the time, raiſed a party of 800 or 1000 armed Ro. 


- hillas, before the ſmalleſt intelligence was received of 
his deſign, and with this force, which was hourly in- 


- .. crealing, committed depredations in the Vizier's ter. | 
ritories in Rohilcund for ſeveral days before any eſ. 


fectual check could be given to him, 


1 LOOK back to the length of this Defence, and | 
to ſo long an intruſion on the time of this Honourable if 


Houſe; with a regret aggravated by reflexion, that 
after all I may have been employed in a waſte of argu- 
ment; for though the production to which J have re- 
- plied is entitled © an Article of Charge of High 
« Crimes and Miſdemeanors ;”” though it conſiſts of 


fo long, laboured, and methodical an arrangement, 


and 1 have ſtudied it with all the accuracy of atten- 
tion which I could give to it; yet am I ſtill unable to 
draw from it any ſpecific Charge. I know not whether 
it was intended to convey the Charge of Diſobedience 
of Orders, of Oppreflion, of Corruption, of Embez- 
- zlement, of prohibited or unjuſt War, or of Breach 
of Treaty, for none of theſe crimes are ſpecified ; and 
the two laſt of theſe only feem to be implicated in it, 
and the firſt ſo remotely, that I ſcarce think myſelt 
warranted in ſuppoſing it. To theſe, however, I have 
directed my Defence, and with them, in the only 
mode. in which I could defend myſelf againſt all 
poſſible and unknown imputations, by a plain narrs- 
tive of all the tranſactions in which I have had any 
participation with Fyzoolla Cawn, and which could 
ſerve either as the ground of accuſation or the refu- 


tation of it. | 
With 


affez Rahmut, who had by indul. 
nce been allowed to remain in Rohilcund, and wh 
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drawn, I meu in the ſubdiviſions of it, I muſt throw 


myſelf upon the generoſity as well as juſtice of this 
Honourable Houſe, in full confidence they will acquit 


pet to the mode in which this Charge is 


me of the imputations with which theſe abound, on Ip 


the credit of my refutation of thoſe which ſtand in 
the firſt diviſion or chapter, and to which alone I have 


» 


applied a minute and appropriate reply. l 7 


That, in an intercourſe of many years, I have com- 
mitted errors, I will not deny : I have acknowledged 
i—And what mortal being is exempt from the com- 
miſſion of error? But that I have ever committed 


intentional wrong, I can truly and ſolemnly deny; 


and I appeal to the judgment of this Honourable 
Houſe for my complete acquittal of ſuch a charge, if 
ſuch a charge does exiſt againſt me; for ſtill I muſt 
repeat that I have ſought in vain to find it. 


To ſum up the whole: Let the Charge with my 


Defence, be taken together, and they will ſhew, that 
J was vigilant in my attention to Fyzoolla Cawn, a 


chief who, from his ſituation, might prove dangerous 
to the intereſts of the Company, and the ally of the 
Company; — that I protected him againſt any eventual 


deſign of his Superior, in virtue of the Company's 
guarantee ;—that I drew from the connexion a pecu- 


niary aid to the Company, at a time when their wants 
moſt preſſingly required it, and without any moral 
objection. made to it by the only perſon who had a 
right to object to it; - that I never ſent a man in arms, 
nor ſuffered one to be ſent againſt Fyzoolla Cawn, 


fince our guarantee of the treaty ;—and I will add, 
with a: reference to the records before this Honourable 
Houſe, and to the evidence of undoubted notoriety, 
that though the treaty with Fyzoolla Cawn has now 
ſubſiſted above eleven years, his country has enjoyed, 


through its protection, a ſtate of undiſturbed peace 
and improved cultivation; and is at this time in a 
more flouriſhing ſtate, both in population and re- 
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venue, than it was known to poſſeſs. before the ch 
nin of his treaty with the B 


Leet it be remembered, that i in v all This time, 1. 
the firſt place in the adminiſtration of the government 
of Bengal, on which the ſubſiſtence, of that treaty. de, 
and from thg effects which I have detailed; 
et the coy of my conduct be inferred, and i 
influence allowed in their production. 1 
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